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***  strike,  Englithman !  said  the  Switzer,  after  they  had  confronted  each  other  in  this  manner  for 
about  a  minute.  '  The  longest  sword  should  strike  first,'  said  Arthur;  and  the  words  had  not  left  his 
mouth  when  the  Swiss  sword  rose,  and  descended  with  a  rapidity  which,  the  weight  and  sixe  of  the 

weapon  considered,  appeared  portentous Ere  the  blade  descended,  a  sudden  spring  to  one  side 

carried  him  from  twneath  its  heary  sway,  and  before  the  Swiss  could  again  raise  his  sword  aloft,  he 
received  a  wound,  though  a  slight  one,  upon  the  left  arm."  —  A5Xi  of  Gxixbstcik,  Part  L  p.  96. 
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**  As  Maifuet  ipoke,  ih«  tore  from  Mr  hair  the  Mble  ftether  and  roM  which  th« 
tempest  had  detached  ftom  the  circlet  in  which  they  were  placed,  and  toieed  them 
from  the  battlement  with  a  gesture  of  wild  energy.  They  were  instantly  whirled 
oir  in  a  bickering  eddy  of  the  agitated  clouds,  which  swept  the  Iteather  fkr  distant 
mto  empty  space,  through  which  the  eye  could  not  pursue  it.  But  wUle  that  of 
Artiinr  inToiuntarily  Strore  to  follow  its  course,  a  contrary  gust  of  wind  caught  the 
red  rose,  and  drore  it  back  agidnst  his  breast,  so  that  it  was  easy  for  him  to  cateh  hold 
of  and  retain  it  '  Joy,  joy,  and  good  fortune,  royal  mistress ! '  he  said,  returning  U» 
her  the  emUeihatie  flower  i '  the  tempest  brings  back  the  badge  of  Lancaster  to  its 
proper  owner.'"  —  AxxB  or  aiiBBSTBiK,  Part  IL  p.187. 
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INTRODUCTION 


ANNE   OF  GEIERSTEIN 


This  novel  was  written  at  a  time  when  eiicumstanees 
did  not  place  within  my  reach  the  stores  of  a  library  to!-> 
erably  rich  in  historical  works,  and  especially  the  memoirs 
of  the  middle  ages,  amidst  which  I  had  been  accustomed 
to  pursae  the  compositioifof  my  fictitious  narrative^.  In 
other  words,  it  was  chiefly  the.  work  of  leisure  hoars  itt 
Edinburgh,  not  o(  quiet  mornings  in  the  country.  In 
consequence  of  trusting  to  a  memory,  strongly  tenacious 
certainly,  but  not  less  capricious  in  its  efforts,  I  have  to 
confess  on  this  occasion  more  violations  of  accuracy  in 
historical  details,  than  can  perhaps  be  alleged  against 
others  of  my  novels.  In  truth,  often  as  I  have  been  com«> 
plimented  on  the  strength  of  my  memory,  1  have  through 
life  been  entitled  to  adopt  old  Beattie  of  Meikledale's 
answer  to  his  parish  minister  when  eulogizing  him  with 
respect  to  the  same  faculty.  "  No,  doctor/*  said  the 
honest  border-laird,  ^'  I  have  no  command  of  my  mem- 
ory ;  it  only  retains  what  happens  to  hit  my  fancy,  and 
like  enough,  sir,  if  you  were  to  preach  to  me  for  a  couple 
hours  on  end,  I  might  be  unable  at  the  close  of  the  dis- 
course to  remember  one  word  of  it.**  Perhaps  there  are 
few  men  whose  memory  serves  them  with  equal  fidelity 
as  to  many  different  clasises  of  subjects  ;  but  I  am  sorry 
to  say,  that  while  mine  has  rarely  failed  me  as  to  any 
snatch  of  verse  or  trait  of  character  that  had  at  once  inter- 
ested my  fancy,  it  has  generally  been  a  fiuil  support,  not 
only  as  to  names,  and  dates,  and  other  minute  technical!* 
ties  of  history,  but  as  to  many  more  important  things. 
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I  hope  this  apology  will  suffice  for  one  mistake  which 
has  been  pointed  out  to  me  by  the  descendant  of  one  of 
the  persons  introduced  m  this  ^sttory,  ^nd  who  complabs 
with  reason  that  I  have  made  a  peasant  deputy  of  the 
ancestor  of  a  distinguished  and  noble  family,  none  of 
whom  ever  declined  from  the  -high  Tank,  Xq  which,  «as  far 
as  my  •pen  trencTied  on  it,  1  now  Saeg  leavfe  to  festore 
them.  The  name  of  the  person  who  figures  as  deputy 
of  Soleure  in  these  pages,  -wtts  always,  it  seems,  as  it  is 
now,  that  of  a  patrician  house.  I  am  reminded  by  the 
£»ma  -cocr^sftoodQ^  eS  ttiotber  Aif^  ^piokmtilf  -d*  k»  eon- 
.a^uiB»Q0.  The  Eo^^ror  of  ilhe  days  my  movel  lefeiB 
^9  xhougb  the  fepcesentalivetof  that  LeeipoM  wtbo  iieUaii 
ibe  great  .bailee  of  Semfacb,  ttevor  set  up  any  pieten*- 
wns  iigakst  the  libertks  of  ^  ^aUwdt  Swiss,  hot,  tiBtbe 
ixynmxy,  tceAted  iwith  .waifQnii  {midenoe  tiod  ^fortiearanai 
Ancii  oftbatJiatbn  ashaddestablisfaed  their  iedependence, 
md  wiih  wase,  as  wall  as  generous  jkiDdnesSjOidieni  who 
^ill  <MMitiDued  to  ackDoMe4ga  ferity  i»  lite  imsfmsl 
OT(m^*  Ervcurs  >of  4^  sort,  bme^&r  .^livial,  «ugfa  t  ae  v^er^ 
io  my  opimoHBi,  to  be  poised  <mt  'to  an  autbor,  •  without 
meeting  >witb  a^caadiii  «and  dreapeotful  jM)ilGD(ywledgmeiit. 

Widi  regard  to  a  .general  subject  ^gFeot  eairiosity  and 
inteoest)  in  the  eyes  At  leaat  of  aU  iuitiq«»riaB  a^ndeBts^ 
upon  «(hich  I  have  touched  at^sonie  len^  m  this  Bsmi- 
ti?e,  I  mean  the  f^^kmie  tribuDBb  of  W^stpbalia,  a  oaoae 
so  affirful  in:me»'<s^>ea£B  -durii^  i&aay  centuries,  and  which, 
tfafipugh  the  genius  of  fioelhei,  has  agwa  been  revived  in 
public  fancy  with  a  fiill  share  of  .its  ^mdenjt  terrcdra,  I  am 
bound  to  atate  .my  .opinion  thajt  a  wholly  mew  and  ^most 
iix^portant  light  has  been  thrown  upon  this  imatter  fiinoe 
Acne  of  Geiersteki  ficst  appeared,  by  the  elaborate  re- 
searches  of  my  ingenious  friend,  Mr.  Enmcis  <Palgrave, 
whose  proof^-sheets,  containing  the  passages  I  allude  to, 
have  been  kindly  forwarded  to  me,  and  whose  complete 
work  will  be  before  ^the  public  -ere  this  Introduction  can 
pass  through  the  press. 

"Jn  Germany,"  Ba^s  this  very  learned  writmr,  <'  them 
existed  a  singular  jurisdiction,  which  claimed  a  dire<r 


Digitized 


by  Google 


ANNS   or   GJBISSSTKIN  | 

descent  fiam  the  Pagfln  policy  and  mgMtie  ritual  of  fA« 
earliest  T*€utons. 

^  We  ream  from  the  Historians^  of  Saxooy,  that  the 
'Frey  Feld  gencht/  oc  Free  Field  Court  of  Corbey, 
was,  in  Pagan  times,  under  the  supremacy  of  the  Priest! 
of  the  Eresburgh,  the  Temple  which  contabed  iho 
bminsule,  or  pillar  of  Irmin.  After  the  conversion  of  the 
people,  the  possessions  of  the  temple  were  conferred  by 
Louis  the  Pious  upon  the  Abbey  which  arose  upon  ill 
site.  The  court  was  composed  of  sixteen*  persons^  who 
held  their  offices  for  life.  The  senior  member  presided 
as  the  Gerefa  or  Graff;  the  junior  performed  the  hiirahlec 
duties  of  '  Frohner,'  or  summoner ;  the  remuning  four* 
teen  acted  as  the  Echevns,  and  bv  them  all  judgments 
were  pronounced  or  dedared.  When  any  (Hie  of  these 
died,  a  new  member  was  eleeted  by  the  Priests,  from 
amongst  the  twenty-two  septs  or  iamSiee  inhabiting  the 
Gau  or  district,  imd  who  included  all  the  hereditary  occu- 
pants of  the  soil.  Afterward8,*the  seleelion  was  made 
by  the  monks,  but.  always  with  the  assent  of  the  Graff  and 
of  the  '  Frohner.' 

^^  The  spat  of  judgment,  the  King's  seat,  or  *  Konigs* 
stuhl,'  was  always  established  on  the  greensward ;  and 
we  collect  from  the  context,  that  the  tribunal  was  also 
raised  or  appointed  in  the  common  fields  of  the  Gau,  for 
the  purpose  of  deciding  disputes  relating  to  the  land  «4thin 
its  precaact.  Such  a  <  King's  seat'  waa  a  plot  suitee» 
feet  in  length,  and  sixteen  feet  in  breaddi ;  and'  whom 
the  ground  was  first  consecrated,  the  Frohner  dug  a 
grave  in  the  centre,  into  which  each  o(  the  Free  Echevins 
threw  a  handful  of  afthes,  a  eoal,  and  a  tile.  If  any 
doubt  arose  whether  a  place  of  judgment  had  been  duly 
hallowed,  the  Judges  sought  for  the  tokens.  If  they 
were  not  found,  then  all  the  judgments*  which  had  been 
gjven  became  null  and  void.  It  ^ma  also  of  the  very 
essence  of  the  Court,  that  it  should  be  held  beneath  the 
sky,  and  by  the  light  of  the  sun.  All  the  andent  Teu- 
Conic  judicial  assemblies  were  be.d  in  the  open  air ;  but 
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some  relics  of  solar  worship  maj  perhaps  be  traced  in  the 
usage  and  in  the  language  of  this  tribunal.  The  forms 
adopted  in  the  Free  Field  Court  also  betray  a  singular 
affinity  to  the  doctrines  of  the  British  Bards  respecting 
their  Gorseddau,  or  Conventions,  which  were  •  always 
held  in  the  open  air,  in  the  eye  of  the  light,  and  in  face 
of  the  sun.** 

"  When  a  criminal  was  to  bejudged,  or  a  cause  to  be 
decided,  the  Graff  and  the  Free  Echevins  assembled 
around  the  *  Konig-stuhl ;'  and  the  'Frohner,'  having 
proclaimed  silence,  opened  the  proceedings  by  reciting 
the  following  rhymes : 

**  Sir  GraiT,  with  permifsioo^ . 

I  beg^  you  to  say, 
According^  to  law,  and  withont  delay, 

If  I,  your  Knave, 

Who  jud^cnt  crave, 
With  your  c«od  §n^ace. 
Upon  the  ICin^-s  seat  this  seat  may  place. 

*  To  this  address  the  Graff  replied  : 

**  While  the  sun  shines  with  even  liffht 
Upon  Masters  and  Knaves,  I  shall  declare 
Tne  law  of  mi^ht,  according  to  right. 
Place  the  Kin^^s  seat  I  me  and  sciuare, 
Let  even  measure,  for  justice'  sake, 
Be  given  in  sight  of  God  and  man, 
.  That  the  plaintiflT  his  complaint  may  make. 
And  the  olefendant  answer,— if  he  can. 

"  In  conformity  to  this  permission,  the  '  Frohner'  placed 
the  seat  of  judgment  in  the  middle  of  the  plot,  and  tb^n  he 
spake  for  the  second  time : 

'•  Sir  Graff,  Master  brave, 
I  remiiid  you  of  your  honour,  here, 
And  moreover  that  I  am  your  Knave; 
Tell  me,  therefore,  for  law  sincere, 
If  these  mete-wands  are  even  and  sure, 
Fit  for  the  rich  and  fiffor  the  poor. 
Both  to  measure  land  and  condition  j 
Tell  ^e  as  you  would  eschew  perdiUon. 

And  so  speaking,  be  Jaid  the  mete-wand  on  the  ground. 
The  Graff  then  began  to  try  the  measure,  by  placing  his 

«  Owen  Pugh's  Elegies  of  Lewarch  Hen,  Pref.,  p.  46.  The  place  of  these 
meetings  was  set  apart  by  forming  a  circle  of  stones  round  the  Maen  Oor* 
tedd,  or  Stone  of  the  Gorsedd. 
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light  hoi  against  the  wand,  and  be  was  followed  by  tbe 
other  Free  Echevios  in  rank  and  order,  acoonling  to 
seoiprity.  •  The  length  of  the  mete-wand  l^uig  thus 
proved,  the  Frohner  spake  for  the  third  tiine : 


*"  Sir  Graff;  I  ask  by. 
If  I,  with  your  mete-waud  may 
Opeoly,  and  wiUioot  displeasure, 
Here  the  king's  free  jodJpBeiit  seat. 


^  And  the  Graff  replied  : 


"  I  permit  richt, 
ua  I  forbidwroi 


And  I  forbidwrong. 

Under  the  pains  and  penidties 

That  to  the  old  knovrn  laws  belong; 

*'  Now  was  the  time  of  measuring  the  mystic  plot ; 
it  was  measured  by  the  mete-wand  along  and  athwart, 
and  when  the  dimensions  were  found  to  be  true,  the 
Graff  placed  himself  in  the  seat  of  judgment,  and  gave 
the  charge  to  the  assembled  Free  Echevins,  warning  them 
to  pronounce  judgment,  according  to  right  and  justice. 

^  Ob  this  dav,  with  coannon  consenty  « 

And  ander  toe  clear  firmament^ 

A  free  field  court  it  established  heva, 

In  the  open  eye  of  day  $ 

Enter  soberly,  ye  who  may. 

The  seat  m  its  place  is  pight, 

The  mete-wand  is  foand  to  be  right ; 

Declare  your  judgments  without  dejay : 

And  let  the  doom  De  truly  given, 

Whilst  yet  the  Sun  shines  bright  in  heaTen. 

*^  Judgment  was  given  by  the  Free  Echevins  according 
to  plurality  of  voices.'* 

After  observing  that  the  author  of  Anne  of  Geierstein 
had,  by  what  he  calls  a  "  very  excusable  poetical  license," 
transferred  something  of  these  judicial  rliymes  from  the 
Free  Field  Court  of  the  Abbey  of  Cortey,  to  the  Free 
Venmic  Tribunals  of  Westphalia,  Mr.  Palgrave  proceeds 
to  correct  many  vulgar  errors,  in  which  the  ncvel  he 
remarks  on  no  doubt  had  shared,  with  respect  to  the 
actual  constitution  of  those  last  named  courts.  '<  The 
protocols  of  their  proceedings,"  he  says,  "  do  not  alto- 
gether realize  the  popular  idea  of  their  terrors  and  ty- 
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maiyJ*  It  may  be  all^d^ed  to  n^  lb  qu^iAiof^  «h«ibei^  4i« 
iHera  ptaUxtoh  of  such  tiilratiaik  a#e  qtnie  MOUgh  ttP 
il^itol  all  tlie  import  of  tradition  respeoting  them^  bei  i» 
the  following  details  there  is  no  doubt  tnucb  that  wHll 
instruct  the^antiquariau,  a3  well  as  amuse  the  popidar 
reader. 

"  The  Court/'  say»  Mr.  Patgrave,  "  was  held  with 
known  and  notorious  publicity  beneath  the  ^  eye  of  light ;' 
and  the  sentences,  though  speedy  and  sevete,  Wei^firtinded 
upon  a  regular  system  of  established  jtiri&pr^ence,  not  so 
strange,  even  to  England,  as  it  may  at  drSt  sight  appear. 

<^  Westphalia,  aeoerding  to  its  ancient  constitution,  was 
divided  into  districts  called  '  Freygrafischafiten,'  each  of 
iVhicti  usually  contained  one,  and  sometimes  many,  Veh- 
mic  tribunals,  tvhose  boundaries  were  accurately  defined. 
The  right  of  the  '  Stuhlherr,'  or  Jliord,  was  of  a  feudal 
nature,  and  could  be  transferred  by  the  ordinary  modes 
of  alienation  ;  and  if  the  Lord  did  not  choose  to  act  in  his 
own  person,  he  nominated  a  ^  Freigraff'  to  execute  the 
office  in  his  stead.  The  Gotfrt  itsetf  wtt^  composed  of 
<  Freyschoppfen,'  Sea&ini,  or  Ccbevins,  nominated  by  the 
Graff,  and  who  were  divided  ii^td  two  cksses  :  the  ordi- 
nary, and  the  *  Wissenden'  or  *  Witan,*  who  were  admit- 
ted under  a  strict  and  singular  bond  of  secrecy. 

"  The  initiation  of  these,  the  participators  in  all  the 
mysteries  of  the  tribunal,  could  only  take  place  upon  the 
*red  earth,'  or*within  the  limits  of  the  ancient  Duchy  of 
Westphafia.  Bareheaded  gnd  ungirt,  the  catididate  is 
r,onducted  before  the  dread  tribunal.  He  ii  interrogated 
as  to  his  qualifications,  or  rather  as  fo  the  absence  of  any 
disqualification.  Me  must  be  free  born,  a  Teuton,  anrf 
clear  of  any  accusatidn  cognizable  by  the  tribunal  of 
.which  he  is  to  Become  a  member. — ^If  the  ansYi^ers  aref 
satisfactory,  he  then  takes  the  oath,  swearing  by  th* 
Holy  Law,  that  he  will  conceal  the  secrets  of  the  Holy 
Vehme  from  wife  and  child — firom  father  and  mbther— 
fifom  sister  arid  brother — from  fire  and  water— from  every 
creature  upon  which  the  sun  shines,  or  upon  which  thi(» 
rwn  falls — fi-om  every  being  between  earth  and  heavert 
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<<  Another  clause  relates  to  his  active  duties.  Hn  fur- 
ther swears,  that  he  will  ^  say  forth'  to  the  tribunal  all 
crimes  or  ofieacQs  which  fall  beneath  the  secret  ban  of 
the  Emperor,  which  he  knows  to  be  true»  or  which  be 
has  heard  from  trustworthy  report ;  and  that  he  will  not 
forbear  to  do  so,  for  love  nor  for  loathing,  for  gold  nor  for 
silver  nor  precious  stones.^Thb  oath  being  imposed 
upon  him,  the  new  Freischopff  was  then  intrusted  with 
the  secrets  of  the  Vehmic  tribunal.  He  received  the 
password,  by  which  he  was  to  know  his  fellows,  and  the 
grip  or  sign  by  which  they  recognized  each  other  in 
rilence ;  and  he  was  warned  of  the  terrible  punishment 
awaiting  the  perjured  brother.— «If  he  discloses  the  secrets 
of  the  Courty  he  is  to  expect  that  he  will  be  suddenly 
seized  by  the  ministers  of  vengeance.  His  eyes  are 
bound,  he  is  cast  down  on  the  soil,  his  tongi||  b  torn  out 
through  the  back  of  his  neck**and  he  is  then  to  be 
hanged  seven  times  higher  than  any  other  criminal. 
And  whether  restrained  by  the  fear  of  punishment,  or  by 
the  stronger  ties  of  mystery,  no  instance  was  ever  known 
of  any  violation  of  the  secrets  of  the  tribunal. 

'^  Thus  connected  by  an  bvisible  bond,  the  members 
of  the  ^  Holy  Vehme'  became  extremely  numerous.  In 
the  fourteenth  century,  the  league  contained  upwards  of 
one  hundred  thousand  members.  Persons  of  every  rank 
sought  to  be  associated  to  this  powerful  community,  and 
to  participate  in  the  immunities  which  the  brethren  pos- 
sessed. Princes  were  eager  to  allow  liieir  ministers  to 
become  the  members  of  this  mysterious  and  holy  alliance  | 
and  the  cities  of  the  {jnpire  were  equally  anxious  to 
enrol  their  magistrates  in  the  Vehmic  union. 

«  The  supreme  government  of  the  Vehmic  tribunals 
was  vested  4n  the  great  or  general  Chapter,  composed  of 
the  Freegraves  and  aH  the  olher  initiated  members,  high 
and  low.  Over  this  assembly  the  Emperor  might  pre- 
»de  in  person,  but  more  usually  by  his  deputy,  the  Stadt- 
holder  of  the  ancient  Duchy  of  Westphalia  ;  an  office, 
wbbh,  after  the  fall  of  Henry  the  Lion,  Duke  of  Bruns- 
idck>  was  annexed  to  the  Archbishopric  of  Cologne. 
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"  Before  the  general  Chapter,  all  the  members  were 
'Sable  to  account  for  their  acts.  And  it  appears  that  the 
*  Freegraves'  reported  the  proceedings  which  had  taken 
place  within  tlieir  jurisdictions  in  the  course  of  the  year. 
Unworthy  members  were  expelled,  or  sustained  a  severer 
punishment.  Statutes,  or  *  Reformations,'  as  they  were 
called,  were  here  enacted  for  the  regulation  of  the 
Courts,  and  the  amendment  of  any  abuses ;  and  new  and 
unforeseen  cases,  for  which  the  existing  laws  did  not  pro- 
vide a  remedy,  received  their  determination  in  the  Veh- 
mic  Parliament. 

"  As  the  Echevins  were  of  two  classes,  uninitiated  and 
initiated,  so  the  Vehmic  Courts  had  also  a  twofold  char- 
acter ;  the  *  Offenbare  Ding'  was  an  Open  Court  or 
Folkmoot ;  but  the  *  Heimliche  Acht'  was  tfee  far-famed 
Secret  TrilAnal. 

"The  first  was  held  three  times  in  each  year.  Ac- 
cording to  the  ancient  Teutonic  usage,  it  usually  assem- 
bled on  Tuesday,  anciently  called  *  Dingstag,'  or  court- 
day,  as  well  as  '  Diensttag,'  or  serving-day,  the  first  open 
or  working  day  after  the  two  great  weekly  festivals  of 
Sun-day  and  Moon-day.  Here  all  the  householders  of 
the  district,  whether  free  or  bond,  attended  as  suitors. 
The  *  Ofienbare  Ding'  exercised  a  civil  jurisdiction  ;  and 
in  this  Folkmoot  appeared  any  complainant  or  appellant 
who  sought  to  obtain  the  aid  of  the  Vehmic  tribunal,  in 
those  cases  when  it  did  not  possess  that  summary  juris- 
diction from  whibh  it  has  obtained  such  fearful  celebrity. 
Here  also  the  suitors  of  the  district  made  presentments 
or  *  wroge,'  as  they  are  termed,  of  any  offences  commit- 
ted within  their  knowledge,  and  which  were  to  be  pun- 
bhed  by  the  Graff  and  Echevins. 

"  The  criminal  jurisdiction  of  the  Vehmic  Tribunal 
took  the  widest  range.  The  *Vehme'  could  punish 
mere  slander  and  contumely.  Any  violation  of  the  Ten 
commandments  was  to  be  restrained  by  the  Echevins. 
Secret  crimes,  not  to  be  proved  by  the  ordinary  testi- 
mony of  witnesses,  such  as  magic,  witchcraft,  and  poison, 
were  particularly  to  be  restrained  by  the  Vehmic  Judges; 
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snd  they  sometimes  designated  their  jurisdiction  as  com* 
prehending  every  offence  against  the  honour  of  man  or 
the  precepts  of  religion.  Such  a  definition,  if  de6nitioQ 
it  can  be  called,  evidently  allowed  tiieni  to  bring  every 
action  of  which  an  individual  might  complain,  within  the 
scope  of  their  tribunals.  The  forcible  usurpation  of  land 
became  an  offence  against  the  ^  Vehme.'  And  if  the 
property  of  an  humble  individual  was  occupied  by  the 
proud  Burghers  of  the  Hanse,  the  power  of  the  Defend- 
ants  might  aflbrd  a  reasonable  excuse  for  the  interference 
of  the  Vehmic  power. 

"The  Echevins,  as  Conservators  of  the  Ban  of  the 
Empire,  were  bound  to  make  constant  circuits  within 
their  districts,  by  night  and  by  day.  If  they  could  ap« 
prehend  a  thief,  a  murderer,  or  the  perpetrator  of  any 
other  heinous  crime  in  possession  of  the  ^  mainour,'  or  in 
the  very  act— -or  if  his  own  mouth  confessed  the  deed, 
they  hung  him  upon  the  next  tree.  But  to  render  this 
execution  legal,  the  following  requisites  were  necessary  : 
fresh  suit,  or  the  apprehension  and  execution  of  the 
offender  before  daybreak  or  nightfiUl ; — the  visible  evi* 
dence  of  the  crime  ;•— and  lastly,  that  three  Elchevins,  at 
least,  should  seize  the  offender,  testify  against  him,  and 
judge  of  the  recent  deed. 

''If,  without  any  certain  accuser,  and  without  the 
indication  of  crime,  an  individual  was  strongly  and  vehe- 
mently suspected  ;  or  when  the  nature  of  the  oflbnce  was 
such  as  that  its  proof  could  only  rest  upon  opbion  and 
presumption,  the  (blender  then  became  snbject  to  what 
the  German  jurists  term  the  inquisitorial  proceeding ;  it 
became  the  duty  of  the  I^shevin  to  denounce  the  *  Leu- 
mund,'  or  manifest  evil  fame,  to  the  secret  tribunal.  -  If 
the  Echevins  and  the  Freygraff  were  satisfied  with  the 
presentment,  either  from  their  own  knowledge,  or  from 
the  infonnation  of  their  compeer,  the  offender  was  said 
to  be  '  verfiimbt ;' — ^his  life  was  forfeited  ;  and  wherever 
he  was  found  by  the  brethren  of  the  tribunal,  they  exe- 
cuted '  him  without  the  slightest  delay  or  mercy.  An 
iiffinder  who  had  escaped  from  the  Echevins  was  liabla 
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Co  the  same  pttnishment ;  and  sdch  also  was  the  doom  «f 
tbe  party,  who,  after  having  been  summoned  pursuant  to 
an  appeal  preferred  in  open  court,  mad^  default  in  appear* 
ing.  Biit  one  of  the  ^  Wissenden'  was  in  no  respeet 
liable  to  the  summary  process,  or  to  the  inquisitorial  pro- 
ceeding, unless  he  had  revealed  the  secrets  of  the  Court. 
He  Was  presumed  to  be  a  true  man  ;  and  if  accused  up* 
on  vehement  suspicion,  or  '  Leumund,'  the  same  pre- 
sumption or  evil  repute,  which  was  fatal  to  the  uninitiated^ 
might  be  entirely  rebutted  by  tbe  compurgatory  oath  of 
the  free  Echevin.  If  a  party,  accused  by  appeal,  did 
not  shun  investigaition,  he  appeared*  in  the  open  court, 
and  defended  himself  according  to  the  ordinary  rules  of 
law.  If  he  absconded,  oi  if  the  evidence  or  presump* 
tions  were  agunst  him,  the  accusation  then  CUme  before 
the  Judges  of  the  Secret  Court,  who  pronounced  the 
dooih.  Tbe  accnsatorial  process,  as  it  was  termed,  was 
also,  in  many  cases,  brought  in  the  first  instance  before 
the  ^  Heimliche  Acht.'  Proceeding  upon  the  examina- 
^n  of  witnesses,  it  possessed  no  peculiar  character,  and 
its  forms  were  those  of  the  ordinary  courts  of  justice.  It 
was  only  iii  this  manner  that  one  of  the  '  Wissenden'  or 
Witan  could  be  tried ;  and  the  privilege  <tf  being  exempt- 
ed from  the  summary  process,  or  from  tbe  effects  of  the 
*  Lenmund,'  appears  to  have  been  one  of  the  reasons 
which  induced  so  many  of  those  who  did  not  tread  the 
*red  earth'  to  seek  to  be  included  in  the  Vehnnc  bond. 

"  There  was  no  mystery  in  the  a^embly  of  the  Heim- 
liche Acht.  Under  the  oak,  or  under  the  lime-tree,  the 
Judges  assembled,  in  broad  daylight,  and  before  the  eye 
of  heaven ;  but  the  tribunal  derived  its  name  from  tbe 
precautions  which  were  taken,  for  the  purpose  of  pre 
v^ntmg  any  disclosure  of  its  pitx^eedings  which  might 
enable  the  ofiendier  to  escape  the  vetigeance  of  the 
Vehrae.  Hence,  the  feariiil  oath  of  secrecy  which  bound 
the  Ecbevfais.  And  if  any  str&tiger  was  found  present 
in  the  Court,  the  unlucky  intruder  instantly  forfeited  his 
life  as  a  punishment  for  his  temerity.  If  the  pesentment 
or   denunciation   did   chance  to  become  known  to  l^e 
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■ftilder,  die  Taw  allofred  hmi  ft  rigbt  of  appMl.    B«l 
the  penmmdn  was  of  Very  litifo  utiKty,  h  was  a  prafiflett 
boon,  for  the  Velmiic  Judges  alwajs  hbomed  to  eoaceal  tht 
judgment  from  tlie  hapless  crimmaly  who  seldom  was  awaie 
of  hb  sentence  until  his  neok  was  enciicled  bj  the  baker* 
"  Chatleifiagne,  according  to  the  traditions  of  West^ 
(rfialiii,  was  the  founder  of  the  Vehime  tribiUial ;  and  k 
WHS  supposed  that  be  instituted  the  Court  for  the  p&riiose 
vf  iBoercing  tbe  Sftxons^  erer  teady  to  rriapse  nto  the 
idolatry  frona  wMcfa  they  had  been  reclaiinedy  not  by 
petsuaskiB,  \mi  by  ^he  swoitd.     This  oirinion,  bowerer,  is 
ftot  coh6mied  either  by  docuitiaitary  eyidence  or  by  €mi^ 
tettiporlury  hislofians.     And  if  we  ekaame  tbe  proceeil- 
iags  (^  the  Yebmie  tribonal,  we  sbali  see  tbtt,  in  priao^ 
pie,  h  dM^f^  in  ivo  essentiai  charfeeter  fidfai  tbe  summaty 
jurisdiction  eseicised  in  the  tolmships  and  bundrads  of 
Anglo-Saxon   England.     Amongst  us,  the  thief  or  tbe 
robber  was  equally  liable  to  summary  puaishnient,  if  ap« 
pieiiended  by  the  men  of  the  town^Up ;  «and  the  same 
niss  disqualified  tb^n  from  proceeding  to  summary  exe- 
cution.    An  English  outkw  was  exactly  in  the  ^tuattei 
of  him  who  had  escaped  Aom  the  bands  of  tbe  Ecbevinai 
or  who  had  failed  to  appear  befere  the  Vehmic  Court : 
he  was  condemned  unheard,  nor  was  he  confronted  with 
his  accusers.     The  inqubitorial  proceedbi^,  as  they  tdfe 
termed  by  the  German  jucists,  are  identical  with  our  aa^- 
dent   presentments.     Presumptions   are  substituted  fiir 
proois,  and  gen^l  opinion  holds  the  place  of  a  responsi^ 
Me  aocuser.     He  who  was  nntrue  to  all  the  people  'A 
Ae   Saxon  age,  or  fiaUe  to*riie  malecredenee  of  the 
inquest  at  a  subsequent  period,  was  scarcely  mere  fiNrtil^ 
nate  than  he  who  was  branded  as  ^  Leumuad'  by  the 
Vefamic  law. 

<<  In  caaes  of  ofien  delict  and  of  outlawry,  there  wis 
sub^aotiaHy  no  dtflference  wbaterer  between  the  Engltsb 
and  tbe  Vehmic  proceedings.  Bot  in  the  inquisitorial 
process^  the  delinquent  was  allowed,  ft6corditig  to  our 
older  code,  to  run  tbe  risk  of  the  ordeaK     He  was  aoctti* 
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imd  by  or  before  the  Hundred,  or  the  Tholes  of  tbe 
Wapentake ;  and  his  own  oath  cleared  him,  if  a  true  man ; 
but  be  *  bore  the  iron'  if  unable  to  avail  himself  of  the 
credit  derived  from  a  good  and  fair  reputation.  The 
same  course  may  have  been  originally  adopted  in  West* 
phalia ;  for  the  ^  Wissend,'  when  accused,  could  excul- 
pate himself  by  his  compurgalory  oath,  being  presumed 
to  be  of  good  fame  ;  and  it  is,  therefore,  prolMible  that  an 
uninitiated  ofiender,  standing  a  stage  lower  in  character 
and  crediUlity,  wa3  allowed  the  last  resort  of  the  ordeal* 
But  when  the  <  Judgment  of  God'  was  abolished  by  the 
decrees  of  the  Church,  it  did  not  occur  to  the  Vehmie 
Judges  to  put  the  offender  upcMi  his  second  trial  by  tbe 
visne,  which  now  forms  the  distinguishing  characteristic 
of  the  English  law,  and  he  was  at  once  considered  as 
condemned.  The  Heimliche  Acht  is  a  presentment  not 
traversable  by  the  ofiender. 

*'  The  Vehmie  TrUpunals  can  only  be  camidered  at 
the  original  jurisdictions  of  the  *  Old  Saxons,*  which 
survived  the  subjugation  of  their  country.  The  singU" 
lar  and  mystic  forms  of  initiation^  the  system  of  engimat" 
ical  phrases  J  the  use  of  the  signs  and  symbols  of  recogni" 
<fon,  may  probably  be  ascribed  to  the  period  when  the 
whole  system  was  united  to  the  worship  of  the  Deities  of 
Vengeance,  and  when  the  sentence  was  promulgated  by 
ihe  Doomsmen,  assembled,  like  the  Asi  of  old,  before 
the  altars  of  Thor  or  Woden,  Of  this  connexi(»n  with 
ancient  pagan  policy,  so  clearly  to  be  traced  in  the  Ice- 
landic Courts,  the  English  territorial  jurisdictions  othi 
some  very  faint  vestiges ;  but  the  mystery  had  long  been 
dispersed,  and  the  whole  system  passed  into  the  ordinary 
machinery  of  the  law. 

<<  As  to  the  Vehmie  Tribunals,  it  is  acknowledged, 
that  in  a  truly  barbarous  age  and  country,  their  proceed 
mgs,  however  violent,  were  not  without  utility.  Their 
severe  and  secret  vengeance  often  deterred  the  rapacity 
of  the  noble  robber,  and  protected  the  humble  suppliant ; 
the  extenf,  and  even  the  abuse,  of  their  authority  was  m 
some  measure  justified  in  an  Empire  divided  into  numer- 
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ous  independent  jurisdictions,  and  not  subjected  to  any 
paramount  tribunal,  able  to  administer  impartial  justice 
to  the  oppressed.  But  as  the  times  improved,  the 
Vehmic  tribunals  degenerated.  The  Echevins,  chosen 
fi^m  the  inferior  ranks,  did  not  possess  any  personal  con- 
sideration. Opposed  by  the  opulent  cities  of  the  Hanse, 
and  objects  of  the  suspicion  and  the  enmity  of  the  pow- 
erful aristocracy,  the  tribunals  of  ^ome  districts  were 
abolished  by  law,  and  others  took  the  form  of  ordinary 
territorial  jurisdictions  ;  the  greater  number  fell  into  de- 
suetude. Yet,  as  late  as  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth 
century,  a  few  Vehmic  tribunals  existed  in  name,  though, 
as  it  may  be  easily  supposed,  without  possessing  any  rem- 
nant of  thekr  pristine  power." — Palgrate  an  ike  Rue 
and  Progress  of  the  English  Commontvealth.  Proofs 
and  Illustrations,  p.  157. 

I  have  marked  by  italic  letter^^ihe  most  important  pas- 
sage of  the  above  quotation.  The  view  it  contains 
seems  to  me  to  have  every  appearance  of  truth  and  jus- 
tice— and  if  such  should,  on  maturer  investigation,  turn 
out  to  be  the  fact,  it  will  certainly  confer  no  small  honour 
on  an  English  scholar  to  have  discovered  the  key  to  a 
mystery,  which  had  long  exercbed  in  vain  the  laborious 
and  profound  students  of  German  aatiqujty. 

There  are  probably  several  other  points  on  which  I 
ought  to  have  embraced  this  opportunity  of  enlarging ; 
but  the  necessity  of  preparing  for  an  excursion  to  foreign 
countries,  in  quest  of  health  aod  strength,  that  have  been 
for  some  time  sinking,  makes  me  cut  short  my  address 
upon  the  present  occasion. 

Although  I  had  never  been  in  Switzerland,  and  nume- 
rous mistakes  must  of  course  have  occurred  in  my  at- 
tempts to  describe  the  local  scenery  of  that  romantic  re- 
^on,  I  must  not  conclude  without  a  statement  highly 
gratifying  to  myself,  that  the  work  met  with  a  receptioD 
of  more  than  usual  cordiality  among  tlie  descendants  of 
the  Alpine  heroes  whose  manners  I  had  ventured  to  treat 
of;  and  I  have  in  particular  to  express  my  thihks  to  the 
several  Swiss  gentlemen  who  have,  since  the  novel  was 
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published,  enriched  mj  little  collection  of  annour  with 
specimens  of  the  huge  weapon  that  sheared  the  lances 
of  the  Austrian  chivalry  at  Sempach,  and  was  employed 
with  equal  success  on  the  bloody  days  of  Granson  and 
Morat.  Of  the  ancient  doublehanded  espadons  of  the 
Switzer,  I  have,  in  this  way,  received,  I  think,  not  less 
than  six,  in  excellent  preservation,  from  as  many  differ- 
ent, individuals,  who  thus  testified  their  general  approba- 
tion of  these  pages.  They  are  not  the  less  interesting, 
that  gigantic  swords,  of  nearly  the  same  pattern  and  di- 
mensions, were  employed  in  their  conflicts  with  the  bold 
knights  and  men-at-arms  of  England,  by  Wallace,  and 
the  sturdy  foot-soldiers  who,  under  his  guidance,  laid  the 
foundations  of  Scottish  independence. 

The  reader  who  wishes  to  examine  with  attention  the 
historical  events  of  the  period  which  the  novel  embraces, 
will  find  ample  means  ^  doing  so,  in  tlie  valuable  works 
of  Zschokk^  and  M.  3re  Barante — which  last  author's 
account  of  the  Dukes  of  Burgundy  is  among  the  most 
valuable  of  recent  accessions  of  European  literature— 
and  in  the  new  Parisian  edition  of  Froissart,  which  has 
not  as  yet  attracted  so  much  attention  m  this  country  as 
a  well  deserves  to  do.  W.  S. 

Abbotsford,  8tpt,  17,  IIMI 
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OR, 

THE  MAIDEN  OP  THE  MIST. 


CHAPTER  L 

Tktf  miaii  bofl  ojp nnmA  tlie gtacMiV}  elmd» 
Rise  cariiag  fact  bepeaUi  wob,  w^t*  aad  i 
Like  foam  iron  the  rooMd  ocean.    •    •    •    • 
•    •    •    •    •  1  am  giddy. 

Manfred, 

The  courae  of  four  eentiiries  hfts  wellnigh  ekpMtl 
smce  the  series  of  events  which  are  related  in  the  folk>w«- 
ing  chapters,  took  place  on  the  Continent.  *  The  records 
which  contained  the  outlines  of  the  history,  and  might 
be  referred  to  as  proof  of  its  veracity,  were  long  pre* 
-served  in  the  Superb  library  of  the  Monastery  of  Skiint 
Gall,  but  perL«ifaed,  with  many  of  the  literary  treasures  of 
that  estabtishmeht,  when  the  convent  was  plundeMd  by 
die  Vretieh  revokrtionary  armies.  The  events  are  fixed, 
by  historical  date,  to  the  middle  of  the  fifteenth  century, 
-*^hdt  important  period,  whm  chivalry  still  shone  with  a 
setting  ray,  soon  about  to  be  totaify  obscured ;  in  some 
countries,  by  the  establishment  of  fi«e  institutions,  in 
others,  by  that  of  arbitrary  power,  which  ahke  rendered 
usdess  the  interference  of  thoi^e  self-endowed  redressers 
df  wrongs.  Whose  only  warrant  of  authority  uMas  tlM 
sword. 

2*     t0L.  I. 
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Amid  the  general  light  which  bad  recently  shone  upon 
Europe,  France,  Burgundy,  and  Italy,  but  more  espe* 
cially  Austna,  had  been  made  acquainted  with  the  char- 
acter of  a  people,  of  whose  very  existence  they  had 
before  been  scarcely  conscious.  It  is  true,  that  the  in- 
habitants of  those  countries  which  lie  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  Alps,  that  immense  barrier,  were  not  ignorant,  that 
notwithstanding  their  rugged  and  desolate  appearance,  the 
secluded  valleys  which  winded  among  those  gigantic 
mountains  nourished  a  race  of  hunters  and  shepherds ; 
men,  who,  living  in  a  state  of  primeval  simplicity,  com- 
pelled from  the  soil  a  subsistence  gained  by  severe  labour, 
followed  the  chase  over  the  most  savage  precipices  and 
through  the  darkest  pine  forests,  or  drove  their  cattle  to 
spots  which  afforded  them  a  scanty  pasturage,  even  in 
the  vicinage  of  eternal  snows.  But  the  existence  of 
such  a  people,  or  rather  of  a  number  of  small  communi- 
ties who  followed  nearly  the  same  poor  and  hardy  course 
of  life,  had  seemed  to  the  rich  and  powerful  princes  in 
the  neighbourhood  a  matter  of  as  little  consequence,  as 
it  is  to  the  stately  herds  which  repose  in  a  fertile  meadow, 
that  a  few  ha]f*starved  gpats  find  their  scanty  food  among 
the  rocks  which  overlook  their  rich  domain. 

But  wonder  and  attention  began  to  be  attracted  to- 
wards these  mountaineers,  about  the  middle  of  the  four- 
teenth century,  when  reports  were  spread  abroad  of  severe 
contests,  in  which  the  German  chivalry,  endeavouring  to 
suppress  insurrections  among  their  Alpine  vassals,  had 
sustained  repeated  and  bloody  defeats,  although  having 
on  their  side  numbers  and  discipline,  and  the  advantage 
of  the  most  perfect  military  equipment  then  known  and 
confided  in.  Great  was  the  wonder  that  cavalry,  which 
made  the  only  effik^ient  part  of  the  feudal  armies  of  these 
ages,  should  be  routed  by  men  on  foot }  that  warriors 
sheathed  in  complete  steel  should  be  overpowered  by 
naked  peasants  who  wore  no  defensive  armour,  and  were 
irregularly  provided  with  pikes,  halberts,  and  clubs,  for 
the  purpose  of  attack  ;  above  all,  it  seemed  a  spe^nes  of 
miracle,  that  knights  and  nobles  of  the   highest  birth 
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should  be  defeated  by  mountaineers  and  shepherds.  Bdt 
the  repeated  victories  of  the  Swiss  at  Laupen,  Sempach, 
and  on  other  ]ess  distinguished  occasions,  plainly  inti- 
mated that  a  new  principle  of  civil  organisation,  as  well 
as  of  military  movements,  had  arisen  amid  the  stormy 
regions  of  Helvetia. 

Still,  although  the  decisive  victories  which  obtained 
liberty  for  the  Swiss  Cantons,  as  well  as  the  spirit  of 
resolution  and  wisdom  with  which  the  members  of  the 
little  confederation  had  maintained  themselves  against  the 
utmost  exertions  of  Austria,  had  spread  their  fame  abroad 
through  all  the  neighbouring  countries;  and  although 
they  themselves  were  conscious  of  the  character  and  ac- 
tual power  which  repeated  victories  had  acquired  for 
themselves  and  their  country,  yet  down  to  the  middle  of 
the  fifteenth  century,  and  at  a  later  date,  the  Swiss  re- 
tained in  a  great  measure  the  wisdom,  moderation,  and 
simplicity  of  their  ancient  manners ;  so  much  *so,  that 
those  who  were  intrusted  with  the  command  of  the  troops 
of  the  Republic  in  battle,  were  wont  to  resume  the  shep- 
herd's staff  when  they  laid  down  the  truncheon,  and, 
like  the  Roman  dictators,  to  retire  to  complete  equality 
with  their  fellow-citizens,  from  the  eminence  of  military 
command  to  which  their  talents,  and  the  call  of  their 
country,  had  raised  them. 

It  is,  then,  in  the  Forest  Cantons  of  Switzerland,  in 
the  autumn  of  1474,  while  these  districts  were  in  the 
rude  and  simple  state  we  have  described,  that  our  tale 
opens. 


Two  travellers,  one  considerably  past  the  prime  of 
life,  the  other  probably  two  or  three-and-twenty  years 
old,  had  passed  the  night  at  the  little  town  of  Lucerne, 
the  capital  of  the  Swiss  state  of  the  same  name,  and 
beautifully  situated  on  the  Lake  of  the  Four  Cantons. 
Their  dress  and  character  seemed  those  of  merchants  of 
a  higher  class,  and  while  they  themselves  journeyed  on 
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fi)Ot»  the  character  of  the  country  renderbg  that  b;  &r 
the  most  easy  mode  of  pursuing  their  route,  a  young, 
peasant  lad,  from  the  Italian  sicfe  of  the  Alps^  followed 
them  with  a  sumpter  muk,  laden  apparently  with  raen'^& 
wares  and  baggage,  which  he  sometimes  mounted^  bui 
more  frequently  led  by  the  bridle. 

The  travellers  were  uncommonly  fine-looking  men, 
and  seemed  connected  by  some  very  jaear  relationship,-— 
prd^ably  that  of  father  and  son ;  for  at  the  little  inn 
where  they  lodged  on  the  preceding  evenings  tbe  great 
deference  and  respect  paid  by  the  younger  to  the  elder, 
had  not  escaped  the  observation  of  the  natives,  who,  like 
other  sequestered  beings,  were  curious  in  propoition  to 
the  limited  means  of  information  which  they  possessed. 
They  dbserved  also,  that  the  merchants,  under  pretence 
of  haste,  declined  opening  their  bales,  or  proposing  ti-affic 
to  the  inhabitants  of  Lucerne,  allegbg  in  excuse,  that 
they  had- no  commodities  fitted  ibr  the  market.  The 
females  of  the  town  were  the  more  displeased  with  the 
reserve  of  the  mercantile  travellers,  because  they  were 
given  to  understand,  that  it  was  occasioned  by  the  wares 
in  which  the^  dealt  being  too  costly  to  find  customers 
among  the  Helvetian  mountains ;  for  it  had  transpired, 
by  means  of  their  attendant^  that  the  strangers  had  visited 
Venice,  and  had  there  made  many  purchases  of  rich  com- 
modifties>  which  were  brought  firom  India  and  Egypt  to 
that  celebrated  emporium,  as  to  the  common  mart  ot  the 
Western  World,  and  thence  dispersed  into  all  quarters  of 
Europe.  Now  the  Swiss  maidens  had  of  late  made  the 
discovery  that  gauds  and  gems  were  fair  t6  look  upon, 
and  though  without  the  hope  of  being  able  to  possess 
themselves  of  such  ornaments,  they  felt  a  natural  desire 
to  review  and  handle  the  rich  stores  of  the  merchants, 
and  some  displeasure  at  being  prevented  from  doing  so. 

It  was  also  obseryed,  that  though  the  strangers  were 
sufficiently  courteous  in  their  demeanour,  they  did  not 
evince  that  studious  anxiety  to  please,  displayed  by  the 
travelling  pedlars  or  merchants  of  Lombardy  or  Savoy,. 
by  whom  the  mbabitants  of  the  mountains  were  occasioa- 
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roands  of  late  j«ars,  since  the  spoib  of  victorjr  bad  i» 
Fested  the  Swiss  wkh  some  weakh^  and  iiaid  tanght 
inaay  of  them  near  wants*  Those  peripatetio  tiaikisi 
were  civil  exid  assiduous,  as  iheir  oalling  required ;  bal 
Che  aew  yiskers  seened  man  wlho  weae  indiiofept  to 
traffic,  or  at  least  to  such  slesdar  gains  as  endd  be  |patb^ 
eaed  ta  ^Switzedaad. . 

Cttriositjr  «was  ifiirtber  enoiled  bJMas  eifcttinalaaee,  that 
they  spoke  .to^aoh  other  in  a  fenguage  which  was  eer* 
taMsf  neithM  <SecBiaB„  Italian,  aer  Fieoch,  bat  finas 
^hich  lasi  <M  4nan  servii^  in  Ae  oabaiat,  who  bad  <eaae 
been  as  t&r  as  JPaiiia,  supposed  tbejr  anight  be  JSo^b  ;  a 
people  of  jwfaom  iit  was  oolf  knowa  ia  these  mntiniainiT, 
that  sh^  weoe  a  £etee  oasdar  eace,  at  war  with  the 
iVsaeh  fior  anaaf  jvsans,  and  « Jasge  ibody  eif  wbaai  bad 
feag  siaiee  invaded  Ae  Forest  Cantoes,  aad  fWBstmmi 
sueh  atdefeat  in  the  wAley  «f  Sussw|^l,  as  was  wieU  ira** 
membered  by  the  gF^-4iairad  laeo  of  Lueeme,  ute 
received  the  tate  inxn  tfmir  fatben. 

^Dbe  lad  who  attended  the  strangens,  was  sooa  aaceiv 
lained  to  be  a  jroush  ifimn  dbe  <jrrisoB  oowitry,  who  asted 
as  their  guide,  so  far  as  his  koowtad^  of  die  mounjaias 
'penmited.  He  sMd  they  tdeaigned  to  go  to  Bile,  but 
seemed  desirous  to  travel  by  oimui^Nis  rand  unftaqnanted 
ipoutes*  iThe  ciicumstenoes  Justiineationed  ttacreased  ibe 
general  de»ie  to 'know  «iQie  of  the^tratReUaie  and  ofibeir 
•merohamfise.  Not  a  bale,  bowevec,  was  impacked,  and 
<tbe  ifterchams,  leaving  Lucerne  next  moxomg,  resumed 
-their  tdbome-  journey,  preferxkig  a  oircuitfiius  tfoute  and 
bad  roads,  through  the  peac^irful  cantons  of  Switzerland, 
toencountefing  the  exactions  and  rapine  of  the  robber 
chivalry  of  Germany,  who,  Hke  so  many  sovereigns, 
made  war  each  at  his  own  pleasure,  and  levied  tolls  and 
texes  on  every  one  who  passed  their  domains  of  arafle's 
breadth,  with  all  the  insolence  of  petty  tyranny. 

For  several  hours  after  leaving  Lucerne,  the  journey 
*of  our  travellers  was  suceessfiilly  ptoseouted.  The  read, 
though  precipitous  and  difficult,  was  rendered  interesting 
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by  those  spiendid  phenomenay  which  no  countrj  exfaibite 
in  a  more  astonishing  manner  than  the  mountains  of 
Switserland,  where  4he  rocky  pass,  the  verdant  valley , 
the  broad  lake,  and  the  rushing  torrent,  the  attributes  of 
other  hills  as  well  as  these,  are  interspersed  with  tb« 
magnificent  and  yet  fearful  horrors  of  the  glaciers,  a 
feature  peculiar  to  themselves. 

It  was  not  an  age  in  which  the  beauties  or  grandeur 
of  a  landscape  made-iiftch  impression  either  on  the  minds 
of  those  who  travelled  through  the  country,  or  who  re- 
sided in  it.  To  the  latter,  the  objects,  however  dignified, 
were  iamiliar,  and  associated  with  daily  habits  and  with 
daily  toil ;  and  the  former  saw,  perhaps,  more  terror  thao 
beauty  in  the  wild  region  through  which  they  passed, 
and  were  rather  solicitous  to  get  safe  to  then*  night's 
quarters,  than  to  comment  on  the  grandeur  of  the  scenes 
which  lay  between  them  and  their  place  of  rest.  Yet 
our  merchants,  as  they  proceeded  on  their  journey,  could 
not  help  being  stron^y  impressed  by  the  charaeter  of 
the  scenery  around  them.  Their  road  lay  along  the  side 
of  the  lake,  at  times  level  and  close  on  its  very  margin, 
at  times  rising  to  a  great  height  on  the  side  of  the  moun- 
tain, and  winding  along  the  verge  of  precipices  which 
sunk  down  to  the  water  as  sharp  and  sheer  as  the  wall 
of  a  castle  descending  upon  the  ditch  which  defends  it. 
At  other  times  it  traversed  spots  of  a  milder  character, — 
delightful  green  slopes,  and  lowly  retired  valleys,  afford- 
ing both  pasturage  and  arable  ground,  sometimes  watered 
by  small  streams,  which  winded  by  the  hamlet  of  wooden 
huts  with  their  fantastic  little  church  and  -steeple,  mean- 
dered round  the  orchard  ^md  the  mount  of  vines,  and, 
murmuring  gently  as  they  flowed,  found  a  quiet  passage 
into  the  lake. 

"  That  stream,  Arthur,"  said  the  elder  traveller,  as 
with  one  consent  they  stopped  to  gaze  on  such  a  scene 
as  I  have  described,  "  resembles  the  life  of  a  good  and 
a  happy  man." 

**  AJnd  the  brook,  which  hurries  itself  headlong  down 
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jon  distant  bUl,  marking  its  cQQCse  by  a  streak  o[  whitfl 
foam/'  answered  Arthur ^ — '*  what  does  that  resemble  V* 

'<  That  of  a  brave  and  unfortunate  one,"  replied  Im 
father. 
•  ''  The  torrent  for  me,"  said  Arthur ;   <'  a  headbng 
course  which  no  human  force  can  oppose,  and  then  let  it 
be  as  brief  as  it  is  glorious." 

'^  It  is  a  young  man's  thought/'  replied  his  father ; 
^^  but  I  am  well  aware  that  it  is  so  rooted  in  thy  heart, 
that  nothing  but  the  rude  hand  of  adversity  can  pluck 
it  up." 

^^  As  yet  the  root  clings  fast  to  my  heart's  strings,"  said 
the  young  man  ;  '^  and  methinks  adversity's  hand  hath 
had  a  lair  grasp  of  it." 

<'  You  speak,  my  son,  of  what  you  little  understand," 
siud  his  father.  ''  Know,  that  till  the  middle  of  life  be 
passed,  men  scarce  distinguish  true  prosperity  from  ad- 
versity, or  rather  they  court  as  the  favours  of  fortune 
what  they  should  more  justly  regard  as  the  marks  of  her 
displeasure.  Look  at  yonder  mountain,  which  wears  on 
Its  shaggy  brow  a  diadem  of  clouds,  now  raised  and  now 
depressed,  while  the  sun  glances  upon,  but  is  unaUe  fee 
dbpel  it ; — a  child  might  believe  it  to  be  a  crown  of  glory 
-—a  man  knows  it  to  be  the  signal  of  tempest/' 

Arthur  followed  the  direction  of  his  father's  eye  to  the 
dark  and  shadowy  eminence  of  Mount  Pilatre. 

*'  Is  the  mist  on  yonder  wild  mountain  so  ominout 
then  ?"  asked  the  young  man. 

<^  Demand  of  Antonio/'  said  his  father ;  '<  he  will  teQ 
you  the  legend." 

The  young  merchant  addressed  himself  to  the  Swiss 
lad  who  acted  as  their  attendant,  desiring  to  know  the 
name  of  the  gloomy  height,  which,  in  that  quarter,  seems 
the  leviathan  of  the  huge  congregation  of  mountabs  as- 
sembled about  Lucerne. 

The  lad  crossed  himself  devoutly,  as  he  recounted  the 
popular  legend,  that  the  wicked  Pcmtius  Pilate,  Procon- 
sul of  Judea,  had  here  found  the  termination  of  bis  im- 
pious life  ;  ha^g,  after  impending  years  in  the 
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^  that  iDomMiB  vAA^  tiears  Us  name,  at  lengthy  io  rcH 
morse  und  despair  rather  than  in  penitence,  plungfid  into 
4be  dismal  lake  whidi  occapies  the  summit.  Wheth^ 
water  refused  to  do  the  executioner's  duty  upon  such  a 
:9wet<^,  or  whetlier,  tis  body  bemg  drowned,  his  vexed 
«pirit  oootimwd  to  haunt  -Aie  place  where  he  con^mitte^ 
suieide,  Antonio  did  not  pretend  to  explain.  But  a  form 
•was^iiften,  he  md,  seen  to  emerge  from  Ae  gloomy 
waters,  and  go  fluougfa  the  action  of  one  washing  his 
Iiwi4s  ;  end  when  he  did  «o,  dark  clouds  of  mist  gath- 
ered first  round  the  bosom  of  the  Infernal  Lake,  (such  it 
had  been  styled  of  .did,)  and  •tiben  wrapping  liie  whole 
Hipper  ^part  of  the  mountain  in  dar)aiess,  presaged  a4em.- 
pest  or  hurricane^  which  waB  sure  to  feHow  in  a  short 
spaee.  He  added,  that  the  evil  spiirit  was  peculiarly  ex- 
« perated  at  the  audacity  of  such  strangers  as  ascended 
4ie  mountain  to  gaze  at  his  place  of  punishment,  and 
Aat,  in  consequence,  the  ma^strates  of  Lucerne  had 
prohibited  any  one  from  approaching  Mount  Pilatre,  un- 
der severe  penakies.  Antonio  once  more  crossed  him- 
self as  he  finished  ^his  legend ;  m  which  act  of  d^otion 
he  was  imitated  4>y  his  bearers,  too  good  Catholics  to 
entertain  any  doubt  of  the  truth  of  the  story. 

"  How  the  accursed  heathen  scowls  upon  us  !"  said  the 
younger  of  the  merchants,  while  the  cloud  darkened  and 
seemed  to  settle  on  the  brow  of  Mount  Pilatre.  "  Vade 
retro  ; — ^be  thou  defied,  sinner  !** 

A  rising  wind,  rather  heard  than  felt,  seemed  to  groan 
fiMth,  in  the  tone  of  a  dymg  lion,  the  acceptance  dT  the 
suffenng  spirit  to 'the  rash  challenge  of  the  young  £ng* 
finbtnan.  The  mount vn  was  seen  to  send  down  its  rug- 
ged sides  thick  ^weaths  of  heaving  mist,  which,  rolling 
dirough  the  tugged  chasms  that  seamed  the  grisly  iiifl, 
resembled  torrents  of  rushing  lava  pouring  down  from  a 
volcano.  The  ridgy  precipices,  which  formed  the  sides 
of  'these  huge  ravines,  showed  their  splintery  and  rugged 
edges  over  the  vapour,  as  if  dividing  from  each  other  the 
descending  streains  of  mist  which  rolled  around  them. 
As  m^elfong  contrast  to  this  gloomy  «id<threatening^cene| 
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die  more  distant  mountain  range  of  Righi  shone  brilliant 
with  all  the  hues  of  an   autumnal  sun. 

While  the  travellers  watched  this  striking  and  varied 
contrast;  which  resembled  an  approaching  combat  be- 
twixt the  powers  of  Light  and  Darkness,  their  guide,  in 
his  mixed  jargon  of  Italian  and  German,  exhorted  them 
to  make  haste  on  their  journey.  The  village  to  which 
he  proposed  to  conduct  them,  he  said,  was  yet  distant, 
the  road  bad,  and  difficult  to  find,  and  if  the  Evil  One 
(looking  to  Mount  Pilatre,  and  crossing  himself)  should 
send  his  darkness  upon  the  valley,  the  path  would  be 
both  doubtful  and  dangerous.  The  travellers,  thus  ad- 
monished, gathered  the  capes  of  their  cloaks  close  aiound 
their  throats,  pulled  their  bonnets  resolvedly  over  their 
brows,  drew  the  buckle  of  the  broad  belts  which  fastened 
their  mantles,  and  eachvwith  a  mountain  staff  in  his  hand, 
well  shod  with  an  iron  spike,  they  pursued  their  journey, 
with  unabated  strength  and  undaunted  spirit. 

With  every  step  the  scenes  around  them  appeared  to 
change.  Each  mountain,  as  if  its  firm  and  immutable 
fimn  were  flexible  and  varying,  altered  in  appearance, 
like  that  of  a  shadowy  apparition,* as  the  position  of  the 
strangers  relative  to  them  changed  with  their  motions, 
and  as  the  mist,  which  continued  slowly,  though  con- 
stantly to  descend,  influenced  the  rugged  aspect  of  the 
hills  and  valleys  which  it  shrouded  with  its  vapoury  mantle 
The  nature  of  their  progress,  too,  never  direct,  but  wind- 
ing by  a  narrow  path  along  the  sinuosities  of  the  valley, 
and  making  many  a  circuit  round  precipices  and  other  ob- 
stacles which  it  was  impossible  to  surmount,  added  to  the 
wild  variety  of  a  journey,  in  which,  at  last,  the  travellers 
totally  lost  any  vague  idea  which  they  had  previously 
entertained  concerning  the  direction  in  which  the  road 
"led  them. 

«  I  would,"  said  the  elder,  "  we  had  that  mystical 

needle  which  mariners  talk  of,  that  points  ever  to  the 

north,  and  enables  them  to  keep  their  ws^v  on  the  waters, 

when  there  is  neither  cape  nor  headland,  sun,  moon,  nor 
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itaiSy  nor  hny  mark  b  heaven  or  earth,  to  tell  them  hom 
to  st^er." 

^^  It  would  scuve  avidl  us  amoiig  these  motutakis/' 
answered  the  youth  ;  ^^  for  though  that  wonderful  needle 
may  keep  its  point  to  the  northern  Poie-star,  when  it  is 
on  a  flat  surface  like  the  sea,  it  is  not  to  be  thought  it 
.  would  do  so  when  these  huge  mountains  arise  like  wallst 
betwixt  the  steel  and  the  object  of  its  sympathy/' 

**  I  fear  me,"  replied  the  father,  "  we  shall  find  owt 
guide,  who  has  been  growing  hourly  move  stupid  m^e 
he  left  his  own  valley,  as  useless  as  you  suppose  the 
compass  would  be  among  the  hills  of  this  wild  country* 
-—Canst  tell,  my  boy,"  said  he,  addressing  Antonio  in 
bad  Italian,  <*  if  we  be  in  the  road  we  purposed  ?'' 

^*  [f  it  please  Saint  Antonio" — said  the  guide,  who 
was  obviously  too  much  coniiisecito  answer  the  quesdoo 
directly. 

<'  And  that  water,  half  covered  with  mist,  which  glim-» 
mers  through  the  fog,  at  the  foot  of  this  huge  black  preci- 
pice— is  it  still  a  part  of  the  Lake  of  Lucerne,  or  have 
we  lighted  upon  another  since  we  ascended  that  last 
hUl  ?" 

Antonio  could  only  answer  that  they  ought  to  be  on 
the  Lake  of  Lucerne  still,  and  that  he  hoped  that  what 
they  saw  below  them  was  only  a  winding  branch  of  the 
same  sheet  of  water.  But  he  could  say  nothing  with 
certainty. 

"  Dog  of  an  Italian  !"  exclaimed  the  younger  traveller, 
^^  thou  deservest  to  have  thy  bones  broken,  for  under^ 
taking  a  charge  which  thou  art  as  incapable  to  perform, 
as  thou  art  to  guide  us  to  heaven  !" 

"  Peace,  Arthur,"  said  his  father  ;  "  if  you  frighten 
die  lad,  he  runs  off,  and  we  lose  the  small  advantage  we 
might  have  oy  his  knowledge  ;  if  you  use  your  baton,  * 
he  rewards  you  with  the  stab  of  a  knife, — for  such  is  the 
humour  of  a  revengeful  Lombard.  Either  way,  you  aie 
marred  instead  o^  helped. — Hark  thee  hither,  my  boy," 
be  continued,  if  his  indifferent  Italian,  <<  be  not  afraid  of 
hat  hot  youngster,  whom  I  will  not  permit  to  injiire  thee  } 
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imt  tell  me,  if  thou  canst,  the  names  of  the  villages  bj 
which  we  are  to  make  our  journey  to-day  ?'' 

The  gentle  mode  in  which  the  elder  traveller  spoke 
reassured  the  lad,  who  had  been  somewhat  alarmed  at 
the  harsh  tone  and  menacing  expressions  of  his  younger 
companion  ;  and  h#  poured  forth,  in  bis  patois,  a  flood 
of  names,  in  which  the  German  guttural  sounds  were 
strangely  intermixed  with  the  soft  accents  of  the  Italian, 
but  which  carried  to  the  hearer  no  intelligible  information 
concerning  the  object  of  his  question  ;  so  that,  at  length, 

^he  was  forced  to  conclude,  "  Even  lead  on,  in  Our  Lady*s 
name,  or  in  Saint  Antonio's,  if  you  like  it  better ;  we 
shall  but  lose  time,  I  see,  in  trymg  to  understand  each 
other." 

They  moved  on  as  before,  with  thb  difierence,  that 
the  guide,  leading  the  mule,  now  went  first,  and  was  fol- 
lowed by  the  other  two,  whose  motions  be  had  formerly 
directed  by  calling  to  them  fit>m  behind.  The  clou(b 
meantime  became  thicker  and  thicker,  and  the  mist, 
which  had  at  first  been  a  thin  vapour,  began  now  to  de- 
scend in  the  form  of  a  small  thick  rain,  which  gathered 
like  dew  upon  the  capotes  of  Ihe  travellers.  Distant 
rustling  and  groaning  sounds  were  heard  among  the  re- 
mote mountains,  similar  to  those  by  which  the  Evil  Spirit 
of  Mount  Pilatre  had  seemed  to  announce  the  storm. 
The  boy  again  pressed  his  companions  to  advance,  but  at 
the  same  time  threw  impediments  in  the  way  of  their 
doing  so,  by  the  slowness  and  indecision  which  he  showed 
b  leading  them  on. 

Having  proceeded  in  this  manner  for  three  or  four 
miles,  which  uncertainty  rendered  doubly  tedious,  the 
travellers  were  at  length  engaged  in  a  narrow  path,  run- 

^  ning  along  the  verge  of  a  precipice.  Beneath  was  water, 
but  of  wliat  description  they  could  not  ascertain.  The 
wind,  indeed,  which  began  to  be  felt  in  sudden  gusts, 
sometimes  ^Kvept  aside  the  mist  so  completely  as  to  show 
the  waves  glimmering  below ;  but  whether  they  were 
diose  of  the  same  lake  on  which  their  morning  journey 
bad  commenced,  whether  it  was  another  and  separate 
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sheet  of  water  of  a  similar  character,  or  whether  it  was  a 
river  or  large  brook,  the  view  afforded  was  too  indistinct 
to  determine.  Thus  far  was  certain,  that  they  were  not 
on  the  shores  of  the  Lake  of  Lucerne,  where  it  displays 
;ts  usual  expanse  of  waters  ;  for  the  same  hurricane  ^usts 
which  showed  them  water  in  theix)ttom  of  the  glen, 
gave  them  a  transient  view  of  the  opposite  side,  at  what 
exact  distance .  they  could  not  well  discern,  but  near 
enough  to  show  tall  abrupt  rocks  and  shaggy  pine-treeS| 
here  united  in  groups,  and  there. singly  ^chored  among 
the  cli£Es  which  overhung  the  water.  This  was  a  more 
distinct  landscape  than  the  farther  side  of  the  lake  would*^ 
have  offered,  had  they  been  on  the  right  road. 

Hitherto  the  path,  though  steep  and  rugged,  was  plainly 
enough  indicated,  and  showed  traces  of  having  been  used 
both  by  riders  and  foot  passengers.  But  suddenly,  as 
Antonio  with  the  loaded  mule  had  reached  a  projecting 
eminence,  around  the  peak  of  which  the  path  made  a 
sharp  turn,  he  stopped  short,  with  his  usual  exclamation, 
addressed  to  his  patron  saint.  It  appeared  to  Arthur  that 
the  mule  shared  the  terrors  of  the  guide ;  for  it  started 
back,  put  forwards  its  %re  feet  separate  from  each  other, 
.and  seemed,  by  the  attitude  which  it  assumed,  to  intimate 
a  determination  to  resj^t  every  proposal  to  advance,  at 
the  same  time  expressing  horror  and  fear  at  the  prospect 
which  lay  before  it. 

Arthur  pressed  forward,  not  only  from  curiosity,  but 
that  he  might  if  possible  bear  the  brunt  of  any  danger 
befoie  his  father  came  up  to  share  it.  In  less  time  than 
we  have  taken  to  tell  the  story,  the  young  man  stood 
beside  Antonio  and  the  mule,  upon  a  platform  of  rock  on 
which  the  road  seemed  absolutely  to  terminate,  and  from 
the  farther  side  of  which  a  precipice  sunk  sheer  down, 
to  what  depth  the  mist  did  not  permit  him  to  discern, 
but  certainly  uninterrupted  for  more  than  three  hundred 
feet.  n 

The  blank  expression  which  overcast  the  visage  of 
the  younger  traveller,  and  traces  of  which  might  be  dis- 
cerned  in   the   physiognomy   of  the   beast  of  burdeni 
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announced  alarm  and   mortificatioD  at  this  unexpectedi 

and,  as  it  seemed,  insurmountable  obstacle.  Nor  did  the 
looks  of  the  father,  who  presently  after  came  up  to  tho 
same  spot,  convey  either  hope  or  comfort.  He  stood  with 
the  others  gazing  on  the  misty  gulf  beneath  them,  and 
looking  all  around,  but  in  vain,  for  some  continuatioD  of 
the  path,  which  certamly  had  never  been  originally 
designed  to  terminate  in  this  summary  manner.  As  tb^ 
stood  uncertain  what  to  do  next,  the  son  in  vain  attempt- 
ing  to  discover  some  mode  of  passing  onward,  and  the 
father  about  to  propose  that  they  should  return  by  the 
road  which  had  brought  them  hither,  a  loud  howl  of 
the  wind,  more  wild  than  they  had  yet  heard,  swept 
down  the  valley.  All  being  aware  of  the  danger  of 
being  hurled  from  the  precarious  staticm  which  they  ooou« 
pied,  snatched  at  bushes  and  rocks  by  which  to  secure 
themselves,  and  even  the  poor  mule  seemed  to  steady 
itself  in  order  to  withstand  the  appioachiog  hurricane* 
The  gust  came  with  such  unexpected  fury  that  it  appear* 
ed  to  the  travellers  to  shake  the  very  rock  on  which 
they  stood,  and  would  have  swept  them  fix>m  its  surface 
like  so  many  dry  leaves,  had  it  not  been  for  the  momeq* 
tary  precautions  which  they  had  taken  for  their  safely. 
But  as  the  wind  rushed  down  the  glen,  it  eomplefely 
removed  for  the  space  of  three  or  fouc  minutes  the  veU 
of  mist  which  former  gusts  had  only  served  to  agitate  or 
discompose,  and  showed  them  the  nature  and  cause  of 
the  interruption  which  they  had  met  with  so  unexpectedly. 
The  rapid  but  correct  eye  of  Arthur  was  then  able  to 
ascertain  that  the  path,  after  leaving  the  platform  of  rock 
on  which  they  stood,  had  originally  passed  upwards  in 
the  same  direction  along  the  edge  of  a  steep  bank  of 
earthj  which  had  then  formed  the  upper  covering  of  a 
stratum  of  precipitous  rocks.  But  it  had  chanced,  in 
some  of  the  convulsions  of  nature  which  take  place  in 
those  wild  regions,  where  she  works  upon  a  scale  so  form* 
idable,  that  the  earth  had  made  a  slip,  or  almost  a  pr<N 
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ripkous  descent,  from  the  rock,  and  been  buried  down* 
wards  with  the  path,  which  was  traced  along  the  top. 
and  with  bushes,  trees,  or  whatever  grew  upon  it,  into 
the  ebannel  of  the  stream  |  for  such  they  could  now 
diseem  the  water  beneath  them  to  be,  and  not  a  lake,  or 
an  arm  of  a  lake,  as  they  had  hitherto  supposed. 

The  immediate  cause  of  this  phenomenon  might  prob.- 
aUy  have  been  an  earthquake,  not  unfrequent  in  that 
country.  The  bank  of  earth,  now  a  confused  mass  of 
niins  inverted  in  its  felt,  showed  some  trees  growing  in  a 
horiaontal  position,  and  others,  which,  having  pitched  on 
their  heads  in  their  descent,  were  at  once  inverted  and 
shattered  to  pieces,  and  lay  a  sport  to  the  streams  of  the 
liver  which  they  had  heretofore  covered  with  gloomy 
shadow.  The  gaunt  precipice  which  remained  behind, 
tike  the  skeleton  of  some  huge  monster  divested  of  its 
flesh,  formed  the  wall  of  a  fearfol  abyss,  resembling  the 
iace  of  a  newly  wrought  quarry,  more  dismal  of  aspect 
from  the  rawness  of  its  recent  formation,  and  from  its 
being  as  yet  uncovered  with  any  of  the  vegetation  with 
which  nature  speedily  mantles  over  the  bare  surface  even 
of  her  sternest  crags  and  precipices. 

Besides  remarking  these  appearances,  which  tended  to 
show  that  this  interruption  of  the  road  had  been  of  recent 
occurrence,  Arthur  was  able  to  observe,  on  the  further 
side  of  the  river,  higher  up  the  valley,  and  rising  out  of 
the  pine  forests,  interspersed  with  rocks,  a  square  build- 
ing of  considerable  height,  like  the  ruins  of  a  Gothic 
tower.  He  pointed  out  thk  remarkable  object  to  Anto- 
nio, and  demanded  if  he  knew  it ;  justly  conjecturhrg  that, 
from  the  peculiarity  of  the  site,  it  ^vas  a  land»:ark  not 
easily  to  be  .forgotten  by  any  who  liad  seen  it  before. 
Accordingly,  it  was  gladly  and  prGin])tly  recognised  by 
the  Itfd,  who  called  cheerfully  out,  that  the  place  was 
Geierstein,  that  is,  as  he  explained  it,  ine  Reck  of  the 
Vultures.  Ho  kne^.v  it,  he  sa:i(!,  by  ll:e  rid  lower, as  well 
as  by  a  hu^re  pinnacle  of  rock  vAv.cU  arore  near  it,  almost 
in  the  form  of  a  steeple,  to  the  top  of  wlich  llie  lammer. 
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geier  (one  of  the  largest  birds  of  prey  Icdowd  to  exist) 
bad  in  former  days  transported  the  child  of  an  ancient 
lord  of  tbe  castle.  He  proceeded  to  recount  the  vow 
which  was  made  by  the  Knight  of  Greiersteio  to  Oui 
Lady  of  Einsiedlen;  and,  while  he  spoke,  the  castle, 
rocks,  woods,  and  precipices,  again  faded  in  mist.  But 
as  he  concluded  his  wonderful  narrative  with  the  miracle 
which  restored  the  infant  again  to  its  father's  arms,  be 
cried  out  suddenly,  "  Look  to  yourselves — ^the  storm  !— 
the  storm  !"  It  came  accordingly,  and  sweeping  the 
mist  before  it,  again  bestowed  oo  tbe  travellers  a  view  of 
the  horrors  around  them. 

**  Ay !"  quoth  Antonio,  triumphantly,  as  the  gust 
abated,  "  old  Pontius  loves  little  to  hear  of  Our  Lady  of 
Einsiedlen  ;  but  she  will  keep  her  own  with  him — Ave 
Mwna  !" 

"  That  tower,"  said  the  young  traveller,  "  seems  miin« 
habited.  I  can  descry  no  smoke,  and  the  battlement 
appears  ruinous." 

'<  It  has  not  been  inhabited  for  many  a  day,"  answered 
the  guide.  *'  But  I  would  I  were  at  it,  for  all  that. 
Honest  Arnold  Biederman,  the  Landamman  [chief  mag- 
istrate] of  the  Canton  of  Unterwalden,  dwells  near,  and 
I  warrant  you,  distressed  strangers  will  not  want  the  bett 
that  cupboard  and  cellar  can  find  themi  wherever  he 
holds  rule." 

"  I  have  heard  of  him,"  said  the  elder  traveller,  whom 
Antonio  had  been  taught  to  call  Seignor  Philipson  ;  <^  a 
good  and  hospitable  man,  and  one  who  enjoys  deserved 
weight  with  his  countrymen." 

"  You  have  spoken  him  right,  Seignor,"  answered  the 
guide  :  "  and  I  would  we  could  reach  his  houte,  wber^ 
you  should  be  sure  of  hospitable  treatment,  and  a  good 
direction  for  your  next  day's  journey.  But  how  we  are 
to  get  to  the  Vulture's  Castle,  unless  we  had  wings  like 
the  vulture,  is  a  question  hard  to  answer." 

Arthur  replied  by  a  daring  proposal,  which  the  reader 
will  find  in  the  next  chapter. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

-*-—  Away  with  me. 
The  clouds  grow  thicker— there-— now  lean  on  me. 
Place  your  foot  here^-here,  take  this  staffi  and  cling 
A  moment  to  that  shrub— now,  give  me  your  hand. 

The  chalet  will  be  gained  in  half  an  hear. 

Manfred, 

After  surveying  the  desolate  scene  as  accurately  as 
the  stormy  state  of  the  atmosphere  would  permit,  the 
younger  of  the  travellers  observed,  "  In  any  other  coun- 
try, I  should  say  the  tempest  begins  to  abate  ;  but  what 
to  expect  in  this  land  of  desolation,  it  were  rash  to 
decide.  If  the  apostate  spirit  of  Pilate  be  actually  oa 
the  blast,  these  lingering  and  more  distant  howls  seem  to 
intimate  that  he  is  returning  to  his  place  of  punishment*. 
The  pathway  has  sunk  with  the  ground  on  which  it  was 
traced — I  can  see  part  of  it  lying  dovvn  in  the  abyss,  mark- 
ing as  with  a  streak  of  clay,  yonder  mass  of  earth  and  stone. 
But  1  think  it  possible,  with  your  permission,  my  father, 
that  I  could  still  scramble  forward  along  the  edge  of  the 
precipice,  till  I  come  in  sight  of  the  habitation  which  the 
lad  tells  us  of.  If  there  be  actually  such  a  one,  there 
must  be  an  access  to  it  somewhere  ;  and  if  I  cannot  find 
the  path  out,  I  can  at  least  make  a  signal  to  those  who 
dwell  near  the  Vulture's  Nest  yonder,  and  obtain  some 
friendly  guidance." 

"  I  cannot  consent  to  your  incurring  such  a  risk,"  said 
his  father ;  "  let  the  lad  go  forward,  if  he  can  and  will. 
He  b  mountain-bred,  and  I  will  reward  him  richly." 

But  Antonio  declined  the  proposal  absolutely  ind 
dedidedly.  "  I  am  mountain-bred,"  he  said.,  "  but  1  am 
uo  chamois-hunter ;  and  I  have  no  wings  to. transport  me 
from  cliff  to  cliff,  like  a  raven — gold  is  net  worth  life." 
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''  And  God  forbid,"  ^id  Seigiior  Philipson,  <«  Oral  1 
^KHild  tempt  thee  to  \veigi>  them  against  each  other  !— 
Go  on,  then,  my  son — i  Foliow  thee." 

^^  Under  your  favour,  dearest  sir,  no,"  replied  the 
young  man  ;  <<  it  is  enough  to  endanger  the  life  of  one-* 
and  mine,  far  the  most  worthless,  should,  by  all  the  rules 
of  wisdom  as  well  as  nature,  be  put  first  in  hazard.'' 

"  No,  Arthur,"  rephed  his  father,  in  a  determined 
voice  ;  "  no,  my  son — 1  have  survived  much,  but  I  will 
not  survive  thee." 

'^  I  fear  not  for  the  issue,  father^  if  you  permit  roe  to 
go  alone  ;  but  I  cannot — dare  not — undertake  a  task  so 
perilous,  if  you  persist  in  attempting  to  share  it,  with  no 
better  aid  than  mine.  While  1  endeavoured  to  make  a 
new  advance,  I  should  be  ever  looking  back  to  see  how 
you  might  attain  the  station  which  I  was  about  to  leave— 
And  bethink  you,  dearest  father,  that  if  I  fall,  1  fall  an 
unregarded  thing,  of  as  little  moment  as  the  stone  or 
tree  which  has  toppled  headlong  down  before  me.  But 
you — ^should  your  foot  slip,  or  your  hand  fail,  bethink 
you  what  and  how  much  must  needs  fall  with  you  !" 

«*  Thou  art  right,  my  child,"  said  the  father.  "  I  still 
have  that  which  binds  me  to  life,  even  though  I  were  to 
lose  in  thee  all  that  is  dear  to  me. — Our  Lidy  and  our 
Lady's  Knight  bless  and  prosper  thee,  ray  child  !  Thy 
foot  is  young,  thy  hand  is  strong— thou  hast'not  climbed 
Plynlimmon  in  vain.  Be  bold,  but  be  wary — remember 
there  is  a  man  who,  &iling  thee,  has  but  one  act  of  duty 
to  bind  him  to  the  earth,  and,  that  discharged,  who  will 
soon  follow  thee." 

The  young  man  accordingly  prepared  for  his  journey, 
and,  stripping  himself  of  his  cumbrous  cloak,  showed  bis 
well-proportioned  limbs  in  a  jerkin  of  grey  cloth,  which 
sat  close  to  his  person.  The  iktiier^s  resolution  gave 
way  when  his  son  turned  round  to  bid  him  fare- 
well. He  recalled  his  permission,  and  in  a  peremp-* 
tory  tone  forbade  him  to  proceed.  But  without  list- 
enfng  to  the  prohibition,  Arthur  had  commenced  his 
perilous  adventure.     Desceiiding  fiiom  the  platform  on 
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WHA  he  itood,  by  the  boughs  of  an  old  ash-tree,  which 
thnisl  itself  out  of  the  cleft  of  a  rock,  the  youth  wa» 
enabled  to  gain,  though  at  great  risk,  a  narrow  ledge,  tbcr 
very  brink  of  the  precipice,  by  creeping  along  which  he 
hoped  to  pass  on  till  he  made  himself  heard  or  seen  front 
(be  hsdbhation,  of  whose  existence  the  gukle  had  infonn* 
ed  him.  His  situation,  as  he  pursued  this  bold  purposes- 
appeared  so  precarious,  that  even  the  hired  attendant 
hardly  dared  to  draw  breath  as  he  gazed  on  hiip.  The 
ledge  which  supported  him  seemed  to  grow  so  narrow  as 
be  passed  along  it,  as  t(^become  altogether  invisible,  while 
sometknes  with  his  face  to  the  precipice,  sometimes  looking 
forward,  sometimes  glancing  his  eyes  upward,  but  never  ven- 
turing to  cast  a  look  below,  lest  his  brain  should  grow  giddy 
at  a  sight  so  appalling,  he  wound  his  way  onward.  To  his 
fiuher  and  the  attendant,  who  beheld  his  progress,  it  was 
less  that  of  a  man  advancing  in  the  ordinary  manner,  and 
resting  by  aAight  connected  with  the  firm  earth,  than  that 
of  an  insect  crawling  along  the  face  of  a  perpendicular 
wall,  of  whose  progressive  movement  we  are  indeed  sen* 
Bible,  but  cannot  perceive  the  means  of  its  support.  And 
bitterly,  most  bitterly^  did  the  miserable  parent  now  la- 
ment, that  be  had  not  perasted  in  his  purpose  lo  encoun- 
ter the  baffliag  and  even  perilous  measure  of  retracing 
Us  steps  to  the  habitation  of  the  preceding  night.  He 
should  then,  at  least,  have  partaken  the  fate  of  the  son 
of  his  love. 

MeanwUley  the  young  man's  spirits  were  strongly 
braeed  for  the  performance  of  his  perilous  task.  H« 
'laid  a  powerful  restraint  on  his  imagination,  which  in  gen- 
eral was  sutf ciently  active,  and  refused  to  listen,  even  for 
an  instant,  ta  any  of  the  horrible  insinuations  by  which 
fiincy  augments  actual  danger..  Ho  endeavoured  mao- 
&Hy  to  reduce  all  around  hm  to  the  scale  of  right  reasois. 
as  the  best  support  of  true  courage.  '<  This  ledge  of 
rock,"  he  urged  to  himself,  "  is  but  narrow,  yet  it  has 
breadth  enough  to  support  me  ;  these  clifts  and  crevices' 
in  the  surfiiee  are  small  and  distant,  but  the  one  affiirds 
a«  secure  a.  rei^iog^place  to  my  feet,  the  other  as  avaHa^ 
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ble  a  grajsp  to  my  hands,  as  if  I  stood  on  a  platform  of  i 
cubit  broad,  and  rested  my  ann  on  a  balustrade  of  mar- 
ble. My  safety,  therefore,  depends  on  myself.  If  1 
move  witli  decision,  step  firmly,  and  hold  fiist,  what  s^ 
aifies  how  near  J  am  to  the  mouth  of  an  abyss  ?" 

Thus  estimating  the  extent  of  his  danger  by  the  mea- 
sure of  sound  sense  and  reality,  and  supported  by  some 
degfeie  of  practice  in  such  exereise,  the  brave  youth 
went  forward  on  his  awful  journey,  step  by  step,  winning 
his  way  with  a  caution,  and  fortitude,  and  presence  6f 
mmd,  which  alone  could  baye  saved  him  froAi  instant 
destruction.  At  length  he  gained  a  point  where  a  pro* 
jecting  rock  formed  the  angle  of  the  precipice,  so  far  as 
it  bad  been  visible  to  him  from  the  platfiMvn.  This, 
therefore,  was  the  critical  pofnt  of  his  un^rtakmg ;  but 
it  was  also  the  most  perilous  part  of  it.  The  rock  pro- 
jected more  than  six  feet  forward  over  the  torrent,  whiclk 
he  beard  raging  at  the  depth  of  a  hundred  yards  beneath, 
with  a  noise  like  subterranean  thunder.  He  examined 
•  the  spot  with  the  utmost  cii»e,  and  ttas  ted  by  the  exist-- 
ence  of  shrubs,  grass,  and  even  stunted  trees,  to  believe 
th^his  rock  marked  the  farthest  etxent  rf  the  «Up  or 
sliJPof  earth,  and  that,  could  he  but  torn  rouifKl  the  angle 
of  which  it  was  the  termination,  he  might  hope  to  attain 
the  continuation  of  the  path  which  had  b*en  so  strangely 
interrupted  by  this  convulsion  of  nature.  But  the  crag 
jutted  out  so  much  as  to  afibrd  no  possittlity  of  passing 
either  under  or  around  it ;  and  as  it  rose  several  feet 
above  the  position  which  Arthur  had  attained,  it  was  nO' 
easy  matter  to  climb  over  it.  This  was,  ho#ever,^he 
course  whitih  he  chose,  as  the  only  mode  of  Surmounting 
what  he  hoped  might  prove  the  lAst  obstacle  to  his 
tbyage  of  discovery.  A  projecting  ti^ee  afforded  him  the 
means  of  raising  and  swinging  himself  up  to  the  fop  of 
the  crag.  But  he  had  scarcely  planted  himself  on  it, 
had  soareely  a  moment  to  congratulate  hitt^self,  on  sedng, 
amid  a  wfld  chaos  of  clifis  and  wood,  the  gk>omy  ruins 
of  Geierstein,  with  smoke  arising,  and  indi<iating  some- 
thing like  a  human  habitation  beside  them,  when,  to  bia 
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9$streine  terror,  he  felt  thQ  hug^  cliff  on  which  he  stood^ 
trfdmble,  stoop  slowly  forward,  and  gradually  sink  from  itsi 
(position.  Projecting  as  it  was,  and  shaken  as  its  equilib- 
riiun  had  been  by  the  recent  earthquake,  it  lay  now  so 
insecurely  poised,  that  its  balance  was  entirely  destroyed, 
even  by  the  addition  of  the  young  man's  weight. 

Aroused  by  the  imminence  of  the  danger,  Arthur,  by. 
an  instinctiye  attempt  at  self-preservation,  drew  cautiously 
b^pk  from  the  falling  crag  into  the  tree  by  wiiich  he  had 
a^pendjed,  and  turned  his  head  back  as.  if  spell-bound,  to 
watch  the  descent  of  the  fatal  rock  from  which  he  had 
just  retreated.  It  tottered  for  tw^  or  thsee  seconds,  a», 
if  uncertain  which  w^y  tq  fall ;  and  had  it  taken  a  side* 
long  direction,  must,  have  dashed  the  adventurer  from  his 
place  of  refuge,  or  borne  both  the  ti:ee  and;  him  iiead* 
lon^  down  into  the  river. .  After  a  moment  of  horrible 
UDcertai|ity,  the  poif^er  of  gravitation  determined  a  direct 
and  forward  descent.  Down  weqt  the  huge  fragnaent^ 
whicb  XQyxst  have  weighed  at  least  twenty  ton,  rending 
and  spUn^ring  ui  its  precipitate  course  the  trees  and 
bushes  which  it,  ,encoqnt^ed,  and  settling  at  length  in  the 
channel  of  the  tQrr^nt,  with  a  din  equal  to  the  discharge 
of  a  hupdred  pie^s  of  artillery.  The  sound  wJme^ 
echoed  from  bank  to  bank,  from  precipice  to  precipice, 
with  emulative  thunders  ;  nor  was  the  tumult  silent  till  it 
rose  into  the  region  of  eternal  snows,  which,  equally  in- 
sensible to  terrestrial  sounds,  and  unfavourable  to  animal 
life,  heard  the  roar  in  their  majestic  solitude,  but  suffered 
it  to  die  away  without  a  responsive  voice. 

What,  in  the  meanwhile,  were  the  thoughts  of  the 
l:distracted  father,  who  saw  the  ponderous  rock  descend  > 
.but  could  not  mark  whether  his  only  son  had  borne  it 
company  in  its  dreadful  fall !  His  first  impulse  was  to 
rush  forward  along  the  face  of  the  precipice,  which  he 
had  seen  Arthur  so  lately  traverse ;  and  when  the  lad 
Antonio  withheld  him,  by  throwing  his  arms  around  him. 
he  turned  on  the  guide  with  the  fury  of  a  bear  which 
had  been  robbed  of  her  cubs. 
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^'Unfaand  me,  base  peasant/*  heesolaimedy  "  or  tboo 
diest  on  the  spot  !'* 

.  "  Abs !"  said  the  poor  boy,  dropping  on  bis  knees 
before  bim^  '^  I  too  have  a  father  !" 

The  appeal  went  to  the  heart  of  the  trareller,  who 
instantly  1^  the  lad  go,  and  holding  up  his  hands,  and 
Ufimg.  his  ^es  towarcb  heaven,  said,  in  accents  of  the 
deepest  agony,  mingled  with  devout  resignation,  *^  Fiai 
voluntas  iua  ! — he  was  my  last,  and  loveliest,  and  best 
beloved,  and  most  worthy  of  my  love ;  and  yonder,^'  he 
added,  '^  y<Mider  over  the  glen  soar  tbe  birds  of  prey,  who 
toe  4o  feast  on  his  ymrng  blood.— But  I  will  see  him  onoe 
aioFe,"  exclaimed  the  miserable  parent,  as  the  huge  car-* 
rioD  vulture  floated  past  htm  on  the  thick  air,*-^^  I  will  see 
my  Arthur  once  more,  ere  the  wolf  and  the  eagle  man- 
gle him — ^I  will  see  all  of  him  that  earth  still  hkdds. 
Detain  me  not — ^but  abide  here,  and  watch  me  as  L 
advance.  If  I  &11,  as  is  mpst  likely,  I  charge  you  to 
take  the  sealed  papers,  which  you  will  find  in  the  vallise, 
and  carry  them  to  the  person  to  whom  they  are  addressed* 
with  the  least  possible  delay.  There  is  *mon/%y  enough 
in  the  purse  to  bury  me  with  my  poor  boy,  and  to  cause 
maases  be  said  for  our  souls,  and  yet  leave  you»a  rich 
recompense  for  your  journey." 

The  honest  Swiss  lad,  obtuse  in  his  understanding,  but 
kind  and  faithful  in  his  disposition,  blubbered  as  .bis  em*' 
^oyer  spoke,  and,  afraid  to  ofier  fkrther  remonstrance  or 
opposition,  saw  his  temporary  master  prepare  himself  to 
traverse  the  same  fatal  precipice,  over  the  verge  of  which 
his  ill-fated  son  had  seemed  to  pass  to  the  fate  which^ 
#ith  all  the  wildness  of  a  parent's  anguish,  his  fether  was 
hastening  to  share. 

Suddenly  there  was  heard  from  beyond  the  fatal  angle 
from  which  the  mass  of  stone  had  been  displaced  by 
Arthur's  rash  ascent,  the  loud  hoarse  sound  of  one  of 
those  huge  horns  made  out  of  the  spoils  of  the  urus, 
or  wild  bull,  of  Switzerland,  which  in  ancient  times 
announced  the  terrors   of  the  charge   of  these  moun- 
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cain^ei^,  a.)d,  indded,  served  them  in  wa/  issteaid  oi 
all  musical  instruments. 

**  HoM,  m,  hold  T'  exckimed  the  Oriton,  **  jaader  k» 
a  signal  from  Geierstein.  Some  one  will  presently  ooid4 
CO  tmt  a^isiance,  add  show  us  the  safer  way  10  senk  for 
yoar  son — And  look  yoo — at  yon  gteen  keb  tiMt  ■ 
glimAieiitig  through  the  mist.  Saint  Antonia  pvesenre  me, 
as  I  see  a  white  doth  displayed  there  I  it  is  pA  bey<md 
thv  point  vrhere  the  rock  fefi.'^ 

The  ftther  endeavoured  to  fit  his  eyes  on  tlie  spbc^ 
biit  they  fiBed  so  fast  with  tears,  that  ikej  oonid  ndt  dis« 
eem  the  object  which  the  guide  pniiKed  oM.^^**  it  is  ail 
in  vain,"  he  satd,  dnrhing  the  tears  frdin  his  eyes-^<*  I  [ 
!rhall  never  see  nKyre  of  him  tb«i  bis  IMeless  remains  I"     ^ 

**  You  will — you  wiU  see  him  in  life  V  said  the  Gfisoni 
<<  Saint  Antonio  wills  it  so— ^'See,  the  wfeite  cloth '  waves 
again !" 

'^  Some  remnant  of  his  garments,"  said  the  despair^^ 
ing  father,—"  some  wretched  memorial  of  his  &te. — No, 
my  eyes  see  it  not— I  have  beheld  the  fall  of  my  house 
-^wouki  that  the  vultures  of  these  crags  had  rather  torn 
them  from  their  sockets !" 

"  Yet  look  again,"  said  the  Swiss  ;  "  the  cloth  baigB 
not  loose  upon  a  bough — ^I  can  see  that  it  is  raised  on  the 
end  of  a  staff,  and  is  distinctly  waved  to  and  fro.  Your 
son  msdces  a  signal  that  he  is  safe." 

"  And  if  it  be  so,"  said  the  traveller,  clasping  bis 
bands  together,  "  blessed  be  the  eyes  that  see  it,  and  the 
tongue  that  tells  it !  If  we  find  my  son,  and  find  him 
alive,  this  day  shall  be  a  lucky  one  for  thee  too." 

"  Nay,"  answered  the  lad,  "  I  only  ask  that  yon  wiH 
abide  still,  and  act  by  counsel,  and  I  will  hold  myself 
qait  for  my  servk^s.  Only,  it  is  not  creditable  to  an 
honest  lad  to  have  people  lose  themselves  by  their  own 
wilfolness  ;  for  the  blame,  after  all,  is  sure  to  iail  upon 
the  guide,  as  if  he  could  prevent  old  Pontius  firom  shak-* 
mg  the  mist  from  his  brow,  or  banks  of  earth  from  slip^ 
ping  down  into  the  valley  at  a  time,  or  young  harebrained 
gallants  firom  walking  upon  precipices  as  narrow  as  the 
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edge  of  a  knife,  cr  marftnen,  whose  grey  hairs  might 
make  them  wiser,  from  drawing  daggers  like  bravos  in 
Lombardy.** 

T'lius  the  guide  ran  on,  and  in  that  vein  he  mi^ht  hare 
long  contrnaed,  for  Seignor  Pbilipson  heard  him  not. 
Each  throb  of  bis  pal^e,  each  thought  of  Ws  heart,  was 
directed  towards  the  object  which  the  lad  referred  to  as 
a  signal  of  Iris  son's  safety.  He  became  at  length  satis- 
fied that  the  signal  was  acttrally  waved  by  a  human  hand ; 
and,  as  eager  in  the  glow  of  reviving  hope,  as  be  had  of 
late  been  under  the*  iafldence  of  desperate  grief,  he  again 
prepared  for  the  attempt  of  advancing  towards  his  son, 
and  assisting  him,  if  possible,  in  regaining  a  place  of 
safety.  But  tlie  entreaties  and  rdterated  assurances  of 
his  guide  induced  Iiiiti  to  pause. 

"  Are  you  fit,"  he  said  "  to  go  on  the  crag  ?  Can  yoo 
repeat  your  Credo  dnd  Ave  without  missing  or  misplacing 
a  word  ?  for  ^'ithoiit  that,  our  old  men  say  your  neck, 
had  you  a  score  of  them,  would  be  in  danger. — ^Is  your 
eye  clear,  and  ydur  feet  firm  ? — ^I  trow  the  one  streams 
like  ai  fountain,  and  the  other  shakes  like  the  aspen  which 
overhangs  it !  Rest  here  till  those  arrive  who  are  fiif 
more  able  to  give  your  son  help  than  either  yon  or  I  are. 
I  judge  by  the  fashion  of  his  blowing,  that  yonder  is  the 
horn  of  the  Goodman  of  Geferstein,  Arnold  Biedermu). 
He  hath  seen  your  son*s  danger,  and  is  even  now  provid- 
ing for  his  safety  and  ours.  There  are  cases  in  which 
the  aid  of  one  stranger,  well  acquainted  with  the  country, 
is  worth  that  of  three  brothers,  who  know  not  the  crags." 

"  But  if  yonder  horn  really  sounded  a  signal,"  said  the 
traveller,  "  how  chanced  it  that  my  son  replied  not?**, 

"  And  if  he  did  so,  as  is  most  likely  he  did,"  rejoined 
the  Grison,  "  bow  should  we  have  heard  him  ?  The 
bngte  of  Uri  itself  sounded  amid  these  horrible  dins  of 
water  and  tempest  like  the -reed  of  a  shepherd  boy  ;  and 
now  think  you  we  should  hear  the  holloa  of  a  man  ?" 

"Yet,  methinks,"  said  Seignor  Philipson,  "I  do  hear 
-something  amid  this  roar  of  elements  which  is  Hte  a 
htfmai*  voicd— =-but  it  is'  not  Arthu/s/' 
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^*  I  wot  well,  no,"  answered  the  Grison ;  "  that  is  a 
woman's  voice.  The  maidens  will  converse  with  each 
other  in  that  manner,  from  cliff  to  cliff,  tiirough  storm  and 
tempest,  were  there  a  mile  between." 

''  Non,  Heaven  be  praised  for  this  providential  relief!" 
?aid  Seignor  Philipson;  "I  trust  we  shall  yet  see  tbi* 
dreadful  day  safely  ended.     I  will  holloa  in  answer." 

He  attempted  to  do  so,  but,  inexperienced  in  the  art 
of  making  himself  heard  in  such  a  country,  he  pitched 
his  voice  in  the  same  key  with  that  of  the  roar  of  wave 
and  wind  ;  so  that,  even  at  twenty  yards  from  the  place 
where  he  was  speaking,  it  must  have  been  totally  indis- 
tinguishable from  that  of  the  elemental  war  around  them. 
The  lad  smiled  at  his  patron's  ineffectual  attempts,  and 
then  raised  his  voice  himself  in  a  high,  wild,  and  pro- 
longed scream,  which,  while  produced  with  apparently 
much  less  effort  than  that  of  the  Englishman,  was  never- 
theless a  distinct  sound,  separated  from  othei's  by  the 
key  to  which  it  was  pitched,  and  was  probably  audible 
to  a  very  considerable  distance.  It  was  presently  answer- 
ed by  distant  cries  of  the  same  nature,  which  gradually 
approached  the  platform,  bringing  renovated  hope  to  the 
anxious  traveller. 

If  the  distress  of  the  father  reig»dered  his  condition  an 
object  of  deep  compassion,  that  of  the  son,  at  the  same 
iQoment,  was  sufficiently  perilous.  We  have  already 
snted,  that  Arthur  Philipson  had  commenced  his  preca- 
rious journey  along  the  precipice,  with  all  the  coolness^ 
resolution,  and  unshaken  determination  of  mind,  which 
was  most  essential  to  a  task  where  all  must  depend  upon 
firmness  of  nerve.  But  the  formidable  accident  which . 
diecked  his  onward  progress,  was  of  a  chaiticter  so  dreacl- 
ful,  as  made  him  feel  all  the  bitterness  of  a,  death,  instant, 
horrible,  and,  as  it  seemed,  inevitable.  The  solid  ];ock 
liad  trembled  and  rent  beneath  his  footsteps,  and  although, 
oy  an  effort  rather  mechanical  than  voluntary,  he  had 
withdrawn  himself  from  the  instant  ruin  attending  its 
descent,  he  felt  as  if  the  better  part  of  him,  his  firmness 
of  mind  and  strength  of  body,  had  been  rent  away  with 
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tbe  descending  rock,  as  it  fell  tbundering,  whk  cloods  of 
dust  and  smoke^  into  the  torrents  and  whirlpools  of  the 
rexed  gulf  beneath.  In  fact,  the  seaman  swept  firom  the 
deck  of  a  wrecked  ressel,  drenched  in  the  waves,  and 
battered  against  the  rocks  on  the  shore,  does  not  differ 
more  from  the  same  mariner,  when,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  gale,  he  stood  upon  the  deck  of  his  favour- 
ite ship,  proud  of  her  strength  and  bis  own  dexterity, 
than  Arthur,  when  commencing  his  journey,  from  the 
same  Arthur,  while  clinging  to  the  decayed  trunk  of  an 
old  tree,  from  which,  suspended  between  heaven  and 
earth,  he  saw  the  fall  of  the  crag  which  he  had  so  nearly 
accompanied.  The  efiects  of  his  terror,  indeed^  were 
physical  as  well  as  moral,  for  a  thousand  colours  played 
before  his  eyes ;  he  was  attacked  by  a  sick  dizziness,  and 
deprived  at  once  of  the  obedience  of  those  limbs  which 
had  hitherto  served  him  so  admirably  ;  his  arms  and 
hands,  as  if  no  longer  at  his  own  command,  now  clung  to 
the  branches  of  the  tree,  with  a  cramp-like  tenacity  over 
which  he  seemed  to  possess  no  power,  and  now  trembled 
m  a  state  of  such  complete  nervous  relaxation,  as  led 
him  to  fear  that  they  were  becoming  unable  to  support 
him  longer  in  his  position. 

An  incident,  in  itself  trifling,  added  to  the  distress  oc- 
casioned by  this  alienation  of  his  powers.  All  living 
things  in  the  neighbourhood  had,  as  might  be  supposed, 
been  startled  by  the  tremendous  fall  to  which  his  progress 
had  given  occasion.  Flights  of  owls,  bats,  and  other 
birds  of  darkness,  compelled  to  betake  themselves  to  the 
air,  had  lost  no  time  in  returning  into  their  bowers  of  ivy, 
or  the  harbour  afforded  them  by  the  rifts  and  holes  o( 
the  neij^hbouring  rocks.  One  of  this  ill-omened  flight 
chanced  to  be  a  lammer-geier,  or  Alpine  vulture,  a  bird 
larger  and  more  voracious  than  the  eagle  himself,  and 
which  Arthur  had  not  been  accustomed  to  see,  or  at  least 
to  look  upon  closely.  With  tlie  instinct  of  most  birds  of 
prey,  it  is  the  custom  of  this  creature,  when  gorged  with 
food  to  assume  some  station  of  inaccessible  security,  and 
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there  remain  stationary  and  motionless  for  days  together, 
till  the  work  of  digestion  has  been  accomplished,  and 
activity  returns  with  the  pressure  of  appetite.  Disturbed 
from  such  a  state  of  repose,  one  of  these  terrific  birds 
had  risen  from  the  ravine  to  which  the  species  gives  its 
name,  and  having  circled  unwillingly  round,  with  a 
ghastly  scream  and  a  flagging  wing,  it  had  sunk  down 
upon  the  pinnacle  of  a  crag,  not  four  yards  from  the 
tree  in  which  Arthur  held  his  precarious  station.  Al- 
though still  in  some  degree  stupified  by  u»rpor,  it  seemed 
encouraged  by  the  motionless  state  of  the  young  man 
to  suppose  him  dead,  or  dying,  and  sat  there  and  gassed 
at  him,  without  displaying  any  of  that  apprehension  which 
the  fiercest  animals  usually  entertain  from  the  vicinity  of 
man. 

As  Arthur  endeavounng  to  shake  off  the  incapa<iitaling 
efiects  of  his  panic  fear,  raised  his  eyes  to  look  gradually 
and  cautiously  around,  he  encountered  those  of  the  vora- 
cious and  obscene  bird,  whose  head  and  neck  denuded  of 
feathers,  her  eyes  surrounded  by  an  iris  of  an  orange 
tawny  colour,  and  a  position  more  horizontal  than  erect, 
distinguished  her  as  much  from  the  noble  carriage  and  • 
graceful  proportions  of  the  eagle,  as  those  of  the  lion 
place  hifn  in  the  ranks  of  creation  above  the  gaunt,  raven- 
ous, grisly,  yet  dastard  wolf. 

As  if  arrested  by  a  charm,  the  eyes  of  young  PhiKp- 
son  remained  bent  on  this  ill-omened  and  ill-favoured  bird, 
witliout  his  having  the  power  to  remove  them.  The  ap- 
prehension of  dangers,  ideal  as  well  as  real,  weighed 
upon  his  weakened  mind,  disabled  as  it  was  by  the  cir- 
cumstances of  his  situation.  The  near  approach  of  a 
creature,  not  more  loathsome  to  the  liuman  race,  than 
averse  to  come  within  their  reach,  seemed  as  cmihous  as 
it  was  unusual.  Why  did  it  gaze  on  him  will)  such  glar- 
mg  earnestness,  projecting  its  disgusting  form,  as  if  pres- 
ently to  aliglit  upon  his  person  r  The  foul  bird,  \ras  she 
the  demon  of  the  place  to  whicii  her  name  referred?  and 
did  she  come  to  exult,  that  an  intnulcr  on  I  er  haunts 
seemed   involved    amid   tl:eir   peril?,  with  little  liope  or 
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chance  of  deliverance  ?  Or  was  it  a  native  vul  ire  of 
the  rocks,  whose  sagacity  foresaw  that  the  rash  t«dveller 
was  soon  destined  to  become  its  victim  ?  Could  the 
creature,  whose  senses  are  said  to  be  so  acute,  argue  from 
circumstances  the  stranger's  approaching  death,  and  wait, 
like  a  raven  or  hooded  crow  by  a  dying  sheep,  for  the 
eadiest  opportunity  to  commence  her  ravenous  banquet  ? 
Was  he  doomed  to  feel  its  beak  and  talons  before  h'ls 
heart's  blood  should  cease  to  beat  ?  Had  he  already  • 
lost  the  dignity  of  humanity,  the  awe  which  the  being 
formed  in  the  image  of  his  Maker,  inspires  into  all  infe- 
rior creatures  ? 

Apprehensions  so  painful  served  more  than  all  that 
reason  could  suggest,  to  renew  in  some  degree  the  elas- 
ticity of  the  young  man's  mind.  By  waving  his  hand- 
kerchief, using,  however,  the  greatest  precaution  in  his 
movements,  he  succeeded  in  scaring  the  vulture  from  his 
vicinity.  It  rose  from  its  resting-place,  screaming  harsh- 
ly and  dolefully,  and  sailed  on  hs  expanded  pinions  to 
seek  a  place  of  more  undisturbed  repose,  while  the  ad- 
venturous traveller  felt  a  sensible  pleasure  at  being  re- 
lieved of  its  disgusting  presence. 

With  more  collected  ideas,  the  young  man,  who  could 
obtain,  from  his  position,  a  partial  view  of  the  platform 
he  had  left,  endeavoured  to  testify  his  safety  to  his  father, 
by  displaying,  as  high  as  he  could,  the  banner  by  which 
he  had  chased  off  the  vulture.  Like  them,  too,  he 
heard,  but  at  a  less  distance,  the  burst  of  the  great  Swiss 
horn,  which  seemed  to  announce  some  near  succour.  He 
replied  by  shouting  and  waving  his  flag,  to  direct  assist- 
ance to  the  spot  where  it  was  so  much  required  ;  and, 
recalling  his  faculties,  which  had  almost  deserted  him, 
he  laboured  mentally  to  recover  hope,  and  with  hope  the 
means  and  motive  for  exertion. 

A  faithful  Catholic,  he  eagerly  recommended  himself 
in  prayer  to  Our  liady  of  Einsiedlen,  and,  making  vows 
of  propitiation,  besought  her  intercession,  that  he  might 
be  delivered  from  his  dreadful  condition.  "  Or,  gracious 
Lady  '**  he  concluded  his  orison,  "  if  it  is  my  doom  to 
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lose  my  life  like  a  hunted  fox  amidst  this  savage  wi]der*i 
ness  of  tottering  crags,  restore  at  least  my  natural  sense 
of  patience  and  courage,  and  let  not  one  who  has  lived 
like  a  man,  though  a  sinful  one,  meet  death  like  a  timid 
hare  !" 

Having  devoutly  recommended  himself  to  that  Pro- 
tectress, of  whom  the  legends  of  the  Catholic  Church 
form  a  picture  so  amiable,  Arthur,  though  every  nerve 
still  shook  with  his  late  agitation,  and  his  heart  throbbed 
with  a  violence  that  threatened  to  suffocate  him,  turned 
his  thoughts  and  observation  to  the  means  of  effecting 
his  escape.  But,  as  he  looked  around  him,  he  became 
more  and  more  sensible  how  much  he  was  enervated  by 
the  bodily  injuries  and  the  mental  agony  which  he  had 
sustained  during  his  late  peril.  He  could  not,  by  any 
effort  of  which  he  was  capable,  fix  his  giddy  and  bewil- 
dered eyes  on  the  scene  around  him  ; — they  seemed  to 
reel  till  the  landscape  danced  along  with  them,  and  a 
motley  chaos  of  thickets  and  tall  cliffs,  which  interposed 
between  him  and  the  ruinous  Castle  of  Geierstein,  mixed 
and  whirled  round  in  such  confusion,  that  nothing,  save 
the  consciousness  that  such  an  idea  was  the  suggestion 
of  partial  insanity,  prevented  him  from  throwing  himself 
from  the  tree,  as  if  to  join  the  wild  dance  to  which  his 
disturbed  brain  had  given  motion. 

"  Heaven  be  my  protection  !"  said  the  unfortunate 
young  man,  closing  his  eyes,  in  hopes,  by  abstracting 
himself  from  the  terrors  of  his  situation,  to  compose  his 
too  active  imagination,  "  my  senses  are  abandoning  me  !" 

He  became  still  more  convinced  that  this  was  the  case, 
when  a  female  voice,  in  a  high-pitched  but  eminently 
musi(jal  accent,  was  heard  at  no  great  distance,  as  if  call- 
ing lo  him.  He  opened  his  eyes  once  more,  raised  his 
head,  and  looked  towards  the  place  from  whence  the 
sounds  .seemed  to  come,  though  far  from  being  certain 
that  they  existed  saving  in  his  own  disordered  imagina^ 
tion.  The  vision  which  appeared  had  almost  confirmed 
•am  in  the  opinion  that  his  mind  was  unsettled,  and  his 
'?:ses  in  no  state  to  serve  him  accurately. 
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Upon  the  yery  summit  of  a  pyramjdical  rock  that  rose 
out  of  the  depth  of  the  valley,  was  seen  a  female  6gure, 
so  obscured  by  mist,  that  only  the  outline  could  be  traced. 
The  form,  reflected  against  the  sky,  appeared  rather  the 
undefined  lineaments  of  a  spirit  than  of  a  mortal  maiden ; 
for  her  person  seemed  as  lighx,  and  scarcely  more  opaque, 
than  the  thin  cloud  that  surrounded  her  pedestal.  Ar« 
thur's  first  belief  was,  that  the  Virgin  liad  lieard  liis  vows, 
and  had  descended  in  person  to  his  rescue  ;  and  he  wa& 
about  to  recite  his  Ave  Maria,  when  the  voice  again 
called  to  him  with  the  singular  shrill  modulation  of  the 
mountain  halloo,  by  which  the  natives  of  the  Alps  can 
hold  conference  witii  eacli  other  from  one  mountain  ridge 
to  another,  across  ravines  of  great  depth  and  width. 
^  While  he  debated  how  to  address  this  unexpected  appa- 
rition, it  disappeared  boin  the  point  which  it  at  first  oc- 
cupied, and  presently  after  became  again  visible,  perched 
on  the  cUflF  out  of  which  projectjd  the  tree  in  which  Ar- 
thur had  taken  refuge.  Her  personal  appearance,  as 
well  as  her  dress,  made  it  thei.  apparent  that  she  was  a 
maiden  of  these  mountains,  familiar  with  their  dangerous 
paths.  He  saw  that  a  beautiful  young  woman  stood  be- 
fore him,  who  regarded  him  with  a  mixture  of  pity  and 
wonder. 

"  Stranger,"  she  at  length  said,  "  who  are  you,  and 
whence  come  you  ?" 

'M  am  a  stranger,  maiden,  as  you  justly  t^rm  me," 
answered  the  young  man,  raising  himself  as  well  as  he 
could.  "  I  left  Lucerne  this  morning,  with  my  father, 
and  a  guide.  1  parted  with  them  not  three  furlongs  from 
hence  May  it  please  you,  gentle  maiden,  to  warn  them 
of  mjr  safety,  for  I  know  my  father  will  be  in  despur 
upon  my  account  ?" 

"  Willingly,"  said  the  maiden  ;  "  but  I  think  my  uncle, 
or  some  one  of  my  kinsmen,  must  have  already  found 
them,  and  will  prove  faithful  guides.  Can  T  not  aid  you  ? 
— ^are  you  wounded — are  you  hurt  ?  We  were  alarmed 
by  the  fall  of  a  rock — ay,  and  yonder  it  lies,  a  mass  of 
no  ordinary  size.'* 
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As  the  Swiss  maiden  spoke  thus,  slie  appronched  no 
close  to  the  verge  (^  the  precipice,  and  looked  iiith  such 
indifference  into  the  gulf,  that  the  sympathy  which  con* 
nects  the  actor  and  spectator  upon  such  occasions  brought 
back  the  sickness  and  vertigo  from  which  Arthur  bad  just 
recovered,  and  he  sunk  back  into  his  former  more  recum- 
bent posture,  with  something  like  a  faint  groan. 

"  You  are  then  ill  ?"  said  the  maiden,  who  observed 
him  turn  pale — "  Where  and  what  is  the  harm  you  have 
received  ?" 

''  None,  gentle  maiden,  saving  some  bruises  of  little 
import ;  but  my  head  turns,  and  my  heart  grows  sick, 
when  I  see  you  so  near  the  verge  of  the  cliff." 

*'  Is  that  all  ?"  replied  the  Swiss  maiden.  <*  Know, 
stranger,  that  1  do  not  stand  on  my  uncle's  hearth  with 
more  security  than  I  have  stood  upon  precipices,  com- 
pared  to  which  this  is  a  child's  leap.  You,  too,  stranger, 
if,  as  I  Judge  from  the  traces,  you  have  come  along  the 
edge  of  the  precipice  which  the  earth-slide  hath  laid  bare, 
ought  to  be  far  beyond  such  weakness,  since  surely  you 
must  be  well  entitled  to  call  yourself  a  cragsman." 

"  I  might  have  called  myself  so  half  an  hour  since," 
answered  Arthur ;  "  but  I  think  I  shall  hardly  venture  to 
assume  the  name  in  future." 

"  Be  not  downcast,"  said  his  kind  adviser,  "  for  a  pass- 
ing qualm,  which  will  at  times  cloud  the  spirit  and  dazzle 
the  eyesight  of  the  bravest  and  most  experienced.  Raise 
yourself  upon  the  trunk  of  the  tree,  and  advance  closer 
to  the  rock  out  of  which  it  grows.  Observe  the  plaee 
well.  It  is  easy  for  you,  when  you  have  attained  the 
lower  part  of  the  projecting  stem,  to  gain  by  one  bold 
step  the  solid  rock  upon  which  I  stand,  after  which  there 
is  no  danger  or  difficulty  worthy  of  mention  to  a  young 
man,  whose  limbs  are  whole,  and  whose  r courage  is 
active." 

"  My  limbs  are  indeed  sound,"  replied  the  youth ; 
"  but  I  am  ashamed  to  think  how  much  my  courage  is 
broken.  Yet  I  will  not  disgrace  the  interest  you  have 
taken  in  an  unhappy  wanderer,  by  listening  longer  to  the 
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daatairily  suggastbns  of  a  fiselisg,  which  till  to-dty  hts 
bees  a  supangar  to  my  bosom.'^ 

The  iBaidea  looked  on  him  anxiously,  and  with  much 
interest^  aa>  raising  himself  cautiously,  and  moving  aloag 
the  trunk  of  the  tree,  which  lay  nearly  horizontal  from 
the  rock,  and  seemed  to  bend  as  he  changed  his  posture, 
the  youth  at  length  stood  upright,  within  what,  on  level 
ground,  had  been  but  an  extended  stride  to  the  cliff  on 
which  the  Swiss  maiden  stood.  But  instead  of  being  a 
step  to  be  taken  on  the  level  and  firm  earth,  it  was  one 
which  must  cross  a  dark  abyss,  at  the  bottom  of  which  a 
torrent  surged  and  boiled  with  incredible  fury.  Arthur's 
knees  knocked  against  each  other,  his  feet  became  of 
lead,  and  seemed  no  longer  at  bis  command  ;  and  he  ex- 
perienced, in  a  stronger  degree  than  ever»  that  unnerving 
influence,  which  those  who  have  been  overwhelmed  by 
it  in  a  Mtuatkm  of  hke  peril  never  can  forget,  and  which 
others,  happily  strangers  to  its  power,  may  have  diffi- 
culty even  in  Qomprebeading. 

The  young  woman  disoemed  his  emotion,  and  foresaw 
its  probable  consequences.  As  the  only  mods  in  her 
power  to  restore  his  confidence,  she  sprung  lightly  from 
the  rock  to  the  stem  of  the  tree,  on  wlueb  she  alighted 
with  the  ease  and  security  of  a  bird,  and  in  the  same  in- 
stant back  to  the  cliff;  and  extendii^  her  band  to  the 
stranger,  '<  My  arm,"  she  said,  <^  is  but  a  slight  balus* 
trade  ;  yet  do  but  step  forward  with  resolution,  and  you 
will  find  it  as  secure  as  the  battlement  of  Berne."  But 
shame  now  overcame  terror  so  much,  that  Arthur,  de- 
clining assistance  which  he  could  not  have  accepted  with* 
out  feeling  lowered  in  his  own  eyes,  took  heart  of  grace, 
and  succe3sfully  achieved  the  formidable  step  which  placed 
him  upon  the  same  cUff  with  his  kind  assistant. 

To  seize  her  hand  and  raise  it  to  his  lips,  in  affection* 
ate  token  of  gratitude  and  respect,  was  naturally  the 
youth's  first  action  ;  nor  was  it  possible  for  the  maiden  to 
iiave  prevented  him  from  doing  so,  without  assuming  a 
dei^ree  of  prudery  foreign  to  her  character,  and  occasion- 
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ing  a  ceremonious  debate  upoa  a  matter  of  no  great  eon-i 
sequence,  where  the  scene  of  action  was  a  rock  searoe 
five  feet  long  by  three  in  width,  and  which  lodced  down 
upon  a  torrent  roaring  some  hundred  feet  below. 


CHAPTER  III. 

Cuned  be  the  gold  and  silver,  which  penoade 
Weak  man  to  follow  far  fatiguing  trade. 
-  The  lily,  peace,  outshines  the  silver  store. 
And  life  is  dearer  than  the  golden  ore. 
ITet  money  tempts  us  o'er  the  desert  brown 
To  every  distant  mart  and  wealthy  town. 

Uauan^  or  the  Camtl  rfi  iatt  * 

Arthur  Philipson,  and  Anne  of  Geierstein,  thus 
placed  together  in  a  situation  which  brought  them  into 
the  closest  possible  contiguity,  felt  a  slight  degree  of  em- 
barrassment ;  the  young  man,  doubtless,  from  the  fear 
of  being  judged  a  poltroon  in  the  eyes  of  the  maiden  by 
whom  he  had  been  rescued,  and  the  young  woman,  per- 
haps, in  consequence  of  the  exertion  she  had  made,  or  a 
sense  of  being  placed  suddenly  in  a  situation  of  such 
proximity  to  the  youth  whose  life  she  had  probably 
saved. 

*'  And  now,  maiden,"  said  Arthur,  "  I  must  repair  to 
my  father.  The  life  which  I  owe  t»  your  assistance,  can 
scarce  be  called  welcome  to  me,  unless  I  am  permitted 
to  hasten  to  his  rescue." 

He  was  here  interrupted  by  another  bugle-blast,  which 
seemed  to  come  from  the  quarter  in  which  the  eldei 
Philipson  and  his  guide  had  been  left  by  their  young  and 
daring  companion.  Arthur  looked  in  tliat  direction  ;  but 
the  platform,  which  he  had  seen  but  imperfectly  from  the 
tree,  when  be  was  perched  in  that  place  of  refuge,  was 
invisible  from  the  rock  on  which  they  now  stood. 
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<<  It  woald  cost  roe  nothiag  to  step  beck  mi  yondn 
loot,"  said  the  youag  woman,  *<  to  spy  from  thence  vfbeth* 
er  1  could  see  aught  d*  your  friends.  But  I  am  cod- 
vinced  they  are  under  safer  guidance  than  either  youn 
or  mine  ;  for  tbd  horn  announces  that  my  uncie,  or  some 
of  my  young  kinsmen,  have  reached  them.  They  are 
^  by  tlus  time  on  their  way  to  the  Geierstein,  to  which, 
with  your  permission,  I  will  become  your  guide  ;  for  you 
may  be  assured  that  my  uncle  Arnold  will  not  allow  you 
to  pass  farther  to-day  ;  and  we  shall  but  los^  time  by  en- 
deavouring to  6nd  your  friends,  who,  situated  where  you 
say  you  left  them,  will  reach  the  Geierstein  sooner  than 
we  shall.  Follow  me,  then,  or  I  must  suppose  you  weary 
of  my  guidance." 

<*  Sooner  suppose  me  weary  of  the  life  which  your 
guidance  has  in  all  probabiiky  saved,"  replied  Arthur, 
and  prepared  to  attend  her ;  at  the  same  time  taking  a 
view  of  her  dress  and  person,  which  confirmed  the  satis- 
fection  he  had  in  following  such  a  conductor,  and  which 
we  shall  take  the  liberty  to  detail  somewhat  more  mi- 
nutely than  he  could  do  at  that  time. 

An  upper  vest,  nettber  so  cbse  as  to  display  the  per- 
son, a  habit  forbidden  by  tliC  sumptuary  .laws  c^  the  can- 
ton, nor  so  loose  as  to  be  an  incumbraneeSn  walking  or 
dimUng,  covered  a  close  tunb  of  a  different  cdour,  and 
came  down  beneath  the  middle  of  the  leg,  but  suffered 
the  ankle,  in  all  its  fine  proportions,  to  be  completely 
visible.  The  foot  was  defended  by  a  sandal,  the  point 
of  which  was  turned  upwards,  and  the  crossings  and 
knots  of  the  strings,  which  secured  it  on  the  firont  of  the 
leg,  were  garnished  with  silver  rings.  The  upper  vest 
.  was  gathered  round  the  middle  by  a  sash  of  party-colour- 
ed silk,  ornamented  with  twisted  threads  of  gold ;  while 
the  tunic,  open  at  the  throat,  permitted  the  shape  and 
exquisite  whiteness  of  a  well-formed  neck  to  be  visible 
at  the  collar,  and  (or  an  inch  or  two  beneath.  The  small 
portion  of  the  throat  and  boscHu  thus  exposed,  was  even 
more  brilliantly  fair  than  was  promised  by  the  counte- 
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MBBe,  which  bst  bore  some  mtrks  cS  haFTing  keen  freely 
exposed  to  the  sub  and  air,  by  no  ineaiis  is  a  degree  lo 
diiiuDish  its  beauty,  but  just  so  far  as  to  show  ^t  the 
OMiden  possessed  the  heakh  whieh  is  purchased  by  baMtt 
of  rural  eiteioise.  Her  h>Bg  Aor  hair  feH  down  ift  a  pnM> 
fasioii  of  curb  on  each  side  of  a  fiice,  whose  Mae  eyes^  ^ 
lovely  features,  and  dignified  simplicity  of  expressicii^i 
implied  at  once  a  character  cS  gentlenese,  and  of  tba 
arif-relying  resdution  d*  a  mind  too  lirtiioas  to  sespeei 
ery,  and  too  noble  to  fear  if.  Above  these  leeks,  beau« 
ty^  natdtal  and  most  beseeming  oinament^-^or  tathMr^  I 
aboald  say,  amongst  them-^was  placed  the  small  bonnet, 
which,  from  its  size,  little  answered  the  purpose  ef  p«^ 
tecting  the  head,  bat  served  to  exercise  the  ingenuity  of 
the  fair  wearer,  who  had  not  failed,  aceorAng  to  the  pre- 
vailing custom  of  the  mountain  maidens,  to  decofate  the 
tiny  cap  with  a  heron's  feather,  and  the  then  unusuni 
luxury  of  a  small  and  thin  eham  of  gdd,  long  endugH 
to  encircle  the  cap  ibur  or  five  times,  and  having  the 
ends  secured  under  a  broad  medal  of  the  same  eosdy 
metal. 

I  have  only  to  add,  that  the  stature  of  the  young  pehon 
was  somethmg  above  the  common  sisse,  and  that  tb« 
whde  contour  .of  her  form,  without  being  in  the  sli^test 
degree  masculine,  resembled  that  of  Minerva,  rather  than 
the  proud  beauties  of  Juno,  or  the  yielding  grsces  of 
Venus.  The  noble  brow,  the  well-formed  and  active 
limbs,  the  firm  and  yet  light  step— -above  all,  the  total 
absence  of  any  thing  resembling  the  consciousness  of 
personal  beauty,  and  the  open  and  candid  look,  which 
seemed  desirous  of  knowing  nothing  that  was  hidden,  and 
eonscioMs  that  she  herself  had  nothing  to  bide,  were  traite 
not  unworthy  of  the  goddess  of  wisdom  and  of  chastity^ 

The  road  whieh  the  young  Englishman  pursued,  utide# 
the  guidance  of  this  beautiful  young  woman,  was  difficult 
and  unequal,  but  could  not  be  termed  dangerous,  at  leaM 
in  comparison  to  those  precipices  over  which  Arthur  had 
recently  passed.  It  was,  in  fact,  a  continuation  of  the 
path  which  the  slip  or  slide  of  earth,  so  o&bb  mentioned, 
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likd  iotmrapied ;  uid  altboiigh  it  had  soitaiiied  i9m$g$ 
in  seyeral  places  at  the  period  of  tbe  same  Mrtbquafcib 
jret  th^re  were  marks  of  these  bavins  been  already  re- 

Sired  in  such  a  rude  manner  ae  ina<te  the  way  mffitiiHf 
r  the  necessary  inteieoorse  of  a  people  so  indi&ieiit  m 
the  Swiss  to  smooth  or  leFel  paths.  The  maiden  ako  gave 
Arthur  to  understand,  that  the  present  nttd  took  a  ciieiiit 
for  the  purpose  of  gaining  that  on  which  he  was  lately 
travelling,  and  that  if  he  and  his  companions  had  turned 
off  at  tl^  place  where  this  new  track  united  with  th^i4d 
pathway,  they  would  have  escaped  the  dan|^  wniob 
had  attended  their  keeping  the  road  by  the  verges  of  the 
precipbe. 

The  path  which  tb^y  now  pursued  was  rather  aweited 
from  the  torrent,  though  still  withiii  baariog  of  its  sullen 
thunders,  which  seehed  to  inereas^  as  they  ascended 
parallel  to  its  course,  till  suddenly  the  road,  turning  short, 
and  directing  itself  straight  npoo  the  old  castle,  brought 
them  within  sight  of  one  of  the  most  splendid  asd  awfiil 
scenes  of  that  mountainous  region. 

The  ancient  tower  of  Geierstein,  though  neither  es<* 
tensive,  nor  distinguished  1^  arphit^ctural  oniameBl,  pot* 
aessed  an  air  of  terrible  dignity  by  ita  position  on  the  very 
verge  of  the  opposite  bank  of  the  totrent,  which,  jusi 
at  the  angle  of  the  rqck  on  which  the  ruins  are  situated, 
fiiUs  sheer  over  a  oaseade  of  nearly  a  hundred  ieet  in 
height,  and  then  rushes  down  tlie  defilfs,  through  a  trougii 
of  living  rock,  which  perhaps  its  waves  have  been  deep- 
ening since  tim^  itself  bad  a  commencement*  Faetng, 
and  at  the  same  time  looking  down  upon  this  eternal  soar 
of  waters,  stood  the  old  lower,  built  so  close  io  the  verge 
of  the  precipice,  that  the  buttresses  with  which  the  ar- 
chitect had  strengthened  the  foundation,  seemed  a  paii 
of  tlie  solid  rock  itself^  and  a  contmiiation  of  its  perpen- 
dicular ascent.  As  usual  througboyt  Europe  in  the  fini«^ 
dal  times,  the  principal  part  of  the  building  was  a  massive 
square  pile,  tb^  decayed  summit  of  whieb  was  rendered 
picturesque,  by  flanking  turrets  of  different  nses  and 
haigbtfi^  some  round,  loaie  aagidert  some  niiiiiwin,  saea* 
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loleifibly  eatire,  varymg  the  outline  of  the  btnldnig  as 
06en  against  the  stormy  sky. 

A  projecting  sallyport,  descending  by  a  fliglt  of  steps 
(lom  the  tower,  had  in  former  times  given  access  to  a 
bridge  connecting  the  castle  with  that  side  of  the  stream 
on  which  Arthur  Philipson  and  his  fair  guide  now  stood. 
A  single  arch,  or  rather  one  rib  of  an  arch,  consisting  of 
single  stones,  still  remained,  and  spanned  the  river  imme- 
diately in  front  of  the  waterfidl.  In  former  times  this 
arcb  had  served  for  the  support  of  a  wooden  drawbridge, 
of  more  convenient  breadth,  and  of  such  length  and 
weight  as  must  have  been  rather  unmanageable,  had  it 
not  been  lowered  on  some  solid  resting-place.  It  is  true, 
the  device  was  attended  with  this  inconvenience,  that 
even  when  the  drawbridge  was  up,  there  remained  a  pos 
sibility  of  approaching  the  castle  gate  by  means  of  this 
narrow  rib  of  stone.  But  as  it  was  not  above  eighteen 
inches  broad,  and  could  only  admit  the  daring  foe  who 
riiouid  traverse  it,  to  a  doorway,  regu^arly  defended  by 
gate  and  portcullis,  and  having  flanking  turrets  and  pro- 
jections, from  which  stones,  darts,  melted  lead,  and  scald- 
ing water,  might  be  poured  down  on  the  soldiery  who 
riiould  venture  to  approach  Geierstein  by  this  precarious 
access,  the  possibiUty  of  such  an  attempt  was  not  con- 
sidered as  diminishing  the  security  of  the  garrison. 

In  the  time  we  treat  of,  the  castle  being  entirely  ruined 
and  dismantled,  and  the  door,  drawbridge,  and  portcullis 
gone,  the  dilapidated  gateway,  and  the  slender  arch 
which  connected  the  two  sides  of  the  stream,  were  used 
as  a  means  of  communication  between  the  banks  of  the 
river,  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  neighbourhood,  whom 
habit  had  familiarized  with  the  dangerous  nature  of  the 
passage. 

Arthur  Philipson  had,  in  the  meantime,  like  a  good 
bow  when  new  strung,  regained  the  elasticity  of  feeling 
and  character  which  was  natural  to  him.  It  was  not  in- 
deed with  perfect  composure  that  he  followed  his  guide, 
as  she  tripped  lightly  over  the  narrow  arch,  composed  of 
wgged  stooea,  uid  rendered  we^  and  slippery  with  tht 
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pdtpemal  dii2xle  of  the  mist  kmiiog  fiom  the  neighbour* 
iBg  caseade.  Nor  was  it  without*  apprehension  that  he 
fiNuid  himself  performing  this  perilous  feat  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  water£Jl  itself,  whose  deafening  roar  he 
eould  not  exclude  from  his  ears,  though  he  took  care  nol 
to  turn  his  bead  towards  its  terrors,  lest  hb  brain  should 
again  be  diazied  by  the  tumult  of  the  waters  as  thejr  shot 
forward  from  the  precipice  above,  and  plunged  themselves 
into  what  seemed  the  fathomless  gulf  below.  But  notwith- 
standing these  feelings  of  agitation,  the  natural  shame  to 
show  (cowardice  where  a  beautiful  young  female  exhibited 
so  much  indifference,  and  the  desire  to  regain  his  charact^ 
in  the  eyes  of  his  guide,  prevented  Arthur  from  again 
giving  way  to  the  appallbg  feelings,  by  which  be  had 
been  overwhelmed  a  short  time  before.  Stepping  firmly 
on,  yet  cautiously  supporting  himself  with  his  piked  staff, 
he  traced  the  light  footsteps  of  his  guide  along  the  bridge 
of  dread,  and  followed  her  through  the  ruined  sallyport, 
to  whbh  they  ascended  by  stairs  which  were  equally 
dilapidated* 

The  gateway  admitted  them  into  a  mass  of  ruins,  for- 
merly a  sort  of  court-yard  to  the  donjon,  which  rose  in 
gloomy  dignity  above  the  wreck  of  what  had  been  works 
destined  for  external  defence,  or  buildings  for  internal 
accommodation.  They  quickly  passed  through  these 
ruins,  over  which  vegetation  had  thrown  a  wild  mmtle 
of  ivy,  and  other  creeping  shrubs,  and  issued  from  them 
through  the  main  gate  of  the  castle  into  one  of  diose 
spots  in  which  Namre  often  embosoms  her  sweetest 
charms,  in  the  midst  of  districts  chiefly  characterized  by 
waste  and  desolation.  ... 

The  Casde  in  this  aipecl  a)fo  rose  considerably  above 
the  neighbouring  ground,  but  the  elevation  of  the  sit^ 
wjbich  towards  the  torrent  was  an  abrupt  rock,  was  on 
this  sid^  a  steep  eminence,  which  had  been  scarped  like 
a  moderu  glacis,  to  render  the  building  more  secure.  It 
was  now  covered  with  •  young  trees  aod  bushes,  out  of 
which  the  tower  itself  seei^ed  to  rise  in.  ruined  digi^ity. 
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B^yidtid  tins  hAngitrg  fliidcet  the  vie\f  #a«  of  a  reiy  dMisfw 
ent  ebar^ter.  A  piece  <»r  grOufMl,  amounttng  lo  more 
than  a  htintfred  acfes,  seemed  scboped  out  of  the  leeb 
ftttd  tttoimtaitvs,  which,  t^tttoiog  the  same  savage  chane^ 
ter  #ith  t()e  ^iMt  ib  wtnch  the  traToHen  had  been  that 
motifiinff  bewilde^,  enclMed,  and  as  h  were  defended, 
h  Ihnitdl  Space  t>r  a  mild  and  fertile  character.  Tk^ 
surface  dt  mh  tittle  domaiti,  was  eonsidemUy  varied,  hot 
hs  girtieml  afspect  was  a  geotle  slope  to  the  south-west. 

The  pmicipal  object  which  it  pt^esented  was  a  large 
feouse  cotnposed  of  huge  logs,  without  any  pretence  to 
Ibfttt  tJT  symmetry,  but  indicatittg,  by  the  smoke  which 
kiro!»e  frofll  it,  as  well  as  the  extent  of  the  netghhouring 
bfficei,  attd  the  htipk^Ted  and  cuMvated  characj^er  of  the 
fields  attHhtld,  that  it  Was  ^e  abode,  not  of  splendour 
cettaitAy,  httt  dt  ^^  and  competence.  An  orchard  of 
thriVrni;  r^uit-t^ees  eiLtended  to  the  southward  of  the 
d#eIKng.  Oroves  of  walnut  and  chestnut  grew  in  stately 
array,  tind  ^ven  *  vineyard,  of  three  or  four  acres,  showed 
that  the  cultivation  of  the  grape  was  understood  and 

rifctlied.  It  h  how  nnitersd  m  Switzerland,  but  was, 
ilho^e  early  days,  almost  e^ckimvely  confined  to  a  few 
inoie  fbHitinate  pirbptidtors,  who  had  the  rare  advantage 
of  uniting  ^ntellige^  wiA  opirient,  or  at  least  easy  cir- 
cumstances. 

There  were  hk  ranges  Of  pasture-fields,  into  which 
the  fine  race  of  caMle  which  constitute  the  pride  aiid 
Wealth  of  the  ^SwiSS  mountaineers,  had  been  bionglit 
ddwn  from  the  more  Alpine  gtazhigs  where  they  had  fed 
during  the  9tolme^,  to  b^  near  shelter  and  pratedrioft 
when  the  autumnal  storms  might  be  expected.  On«omnli 
Helected  spbts,  this  kmbs  tif  flie  last  season  fed  in  )^enty 
and  security,  and  in  others,  huge  trees,  thenatuml  gt^wth 
of  the  soil,  werfe  sufieked  to  remain,  fiiwn  motives  of  con* 
venience  probably,  that  they  might  be  at  hand  when 
timber  was  requited  for  domestic  use,  but  giving,  at  the 
same  time,  a  woodland  character  to  a  scene  otherwise 
-agri6ultunL.  Through  this  mountain-paraifise  the  couitie 
of  a  small  brook  might  be  traced,  now  showing  itself  to 


Digitized 


by  Google 


AMIIB   Of  aCISMTBOl*  66 

'  Che  sun,  which  had  by  this  tune  dispelled  the  fcgs,  now 
mttmating  its  course,  by  ils  gently  sloping  banks,  clothed 
in  some  places  wkb  kfiy  trees,  or  oonceaiing  itself  under 
thickets  of  hawthorn  and  nut  bushes.  Th»  straam,  by 
a  deirious  and  gentle  course,  wbicb  seemed  .to  indicate  a 
reluctance  to  kave  this  quiet  mgion,  fixind  its  way  aC 
length  out  of  the  sequestered  domain,  and,  like  a  youth 
burrytog  tp&m  the  gay  and  tranquil  spoits  of  boyhood 
into  the  wild  career  of  active  life,  finaHy  united  itself 
with  th^tboisteratts  toivent,  wbifeh,  biedung  down  tumul- 
tuously  from  the  mountains,  shook  the  ancient  Tower  of 
Geiersim  as  it  rolled  down  the  adjaoent  lock,  and  then 
rushed  bowling  thtough  tlie  defile  m  which  our  youdiful 
traveller  had  welhtigh  lost  his  life. 

Eager  as  the  younger  Phiiipson  was  to  vgob  his  fath- 
er, he  could  not  help  pausing  for  a  moment  to  wonder 
how  so  much  beauty  should  be  found  amid  such  soenes 
of  honor,  and  to  look  back  on  the  Tower  of  Geierslein, 
and  on  the  huge  cliff  from  whi^  it  derived  its  name,  as 
if  to  ascertain,  by  the  sight  of  these  distinguished  land- 
marks, that  he  was  aetuaUy  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
sa<«ge  wikl  wheve  he  had  encountered  so  much  danger 
and  terror.  Yet  so  narrow  were  the  limils  of  ihis  .culti- 
vated form,  that  it  hardly  nMjpiirtd  such  a  retrc^peet  to 
Mftisfy  ehe  specutor  that  the  spot  susceptible  of  human 
industry,  and  on  which  it  seemed  that  a  considenUe  de- 
gree of  labour  had  been  bestowed,  bore  a  very  small  pro- 
portion to  the  wildemess  in  wMofa  k  was  aftnated.  It 
was  on  all  sides  surrounded  by  lofty  hSls,  m  some  places 
risnig  into  waHs  of  rock,  in  others  clothed  with  ^rk  end 
savage  fonests  of  the  pine  and  the  laneh,  of  ^primeval  an^ 
tiquity.  Above  these,  from  the  eminence  on  which  ibe 
tower  was  situated,  could  be  seen  the  almost  rosy  hue  in 
which  an  immense  glacier  thiew  back  the  hhio  ;  and, 
stiH  higher  over  the  frozen  surfooe  of  that  icy  sea,  ascea^ 
in  silent  dignity,  the  pale  peaks  of  those  countless  ja»omi<^ 
tains,  on  which  the  snow  etemaUy  tedts. 

What  we  have  taken  some  time  to  describe,  ocoupied 
foung  PbMips<»i  only  for  one  or  two  Inirried  mimites^  foi 
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an  a  sloping  ktwn,  which  was  in  front  of  the  &fffn-I)ou«»  ^ 
$is  the  maosioD  might  be  properly  styled,  lie  saw  five  oi 
ftix  persons,  the  foremost  of  whom,  from  his  gait,  hia 
dress,  and  the  form  of  his  cap,  he  could  easily  distio- 
guish  as  the  parent  whom  he  hardly  expected  at  one 
time  to  have  again  beheld. 

He  followed,  therefore,  his  conductress  with  a  glad 
step,  as  she  led  the  way  down  the  steep  ascent  oq  which 
the  ruined  tower  was  «tuated«  They  apptoacbed  Ihe 
group  whom  Arthur  had  noticed,  the  foremost  ft  which 
was  his  father,  who  hastily  came  forward  to  meet  him,  io 
company  with  another  person,  of  advanced  age,  and 
stature  well  nigh  gigantic,  and  who,  from  his  simple  yet 
majestic  bearing,  seemed  the  worthy  countryioaD  of  Wil- 
liam Tell,  Staufbacher,  Winkelried,  and  other  Swiss 
worthies,  whose  stout  hearts  and  hardy  arms  had,  in  the 
preceding  age,  vindieaCed  against  countless  hosts  their 
personal  liberty,  and  the  independence  of  their  ccmotry. 

With  a  natural  courtesy,  as  if  to  spare  the  father  and 
son  many  witnesses  to  a  meeting  which  must. be  attended 
with  emotion,  the  Landamman  himself,  in  walking  for- 
ward with  the  elder  PbiUpsoa,  signed  to  those  by  whoiD 
he  was  attended,  all  of  whom  seemed  young  men,  to 
remun  behbd  : — ^They  remained  accordingly,  examining, 
as  it  seemed,  tlie  guide  Antonio,  upon  the  adventures  of 
the  strangers.  Anne,  the  conductress  of  Arthur  Philip- 
son,  bad  but  time  to  say  to  him,  ^'  Yonder  old  man  is  my 
uncle,  Arnold  Biederman,  and  these  young  men  are  my 
kinsmen,"  when  the  former,  with  the  elder  traveller, 
were  close  before  them.  The  Landamman,  with  the 
same  propriety  of  feeling  which  he  had  before  displayed^ 
signed  to  his  niece  to  move  a  little  aside ;  yet  while 
requirmg  from  her  an  account  of  her  morning's  expedi- 
tion, he  watched  the  interview  of  the  fother  and  son  with 
as  much  curiosity  as  his  natural  sense  of  complaisance 
permitted  him  to  testify^  It  was  of  a  character  different 
from  what  he  had  Expected. 

We  have  already  described  the  dder  Pbilipson  as  a 
bther  devotedly  attached  to  his  son,  ready  to  rush  on 


Digitized 


by  Google 


AifNE  or  eftiEftSTCiif.  n 

death  when  he  had  expected  to  lose  him,  and  etpially 
overjoyed  at  heart,  doubtless,  to  see  him  again'  re&tomd 
to  his  affections.  It  might  have  been  therefore  expected, 
that  the  father  and  son  would  have  rushed  into  each  olh« 
er's  amis,  and  such  probably  was  the  scene  which  AinoM 
Biederman  expected  to  have  witnessed. 

But  the  English  traveller,  in  common  with  many  of 
his  countrymen,  covered  keen  and  quick  feelings  with 
much  appearance  of  coldness  and  reserve,  and  thought  it 
a  weakness  to  give  unlimited  sway  even  to  the  influence 
of  the  most  amiable  and  most  natural  emotions.  Emi« 
nently  handsome  in  youth,  his  countenance,  still  6ae  in 
his  more  advanced  years,  had  an  expressicMi  which  intimat- 
ed an  unwillingness  either  to  yield  to  passion  or  encour* 
age  confidence.  His  pace,  when  he  first  beheld  his  son, 
had  been  quickened,  by  the  natural  wish  to  meet  him  ; 
but  he  slackened  it  as  they  drew  near  to  each  other,  and 
when  they  met,  said  in  a  tone  rather  of  censure  and  ad- 
monition  than  afilection, — ^^  Arthur,  may  the  Saints  for* 
give  the  pain  thou  hast  this  day  given  me." 

^'  Amen,"  said  the  youth.  <*  I  must  need  pardon 
nnce  I  have  given  you  pain.  Believe,  however,  that  1 
acted  for  the  best." 

<<  It  is  well,  Arthur,  that  in  acting  for  the  best,  accord* 
ing  to  your  forward  will,  you  have  not  encountered  the 
worst." 

^'  That  I  have  not,"  answered  the  son,  with  the  same 
devoted  and  patient  submission,  ^^  is  owing  to  this  maiden," 
pointing  to  Anne,  who  stood  at  a  few  paces'  distance,  de* 
sirous  perhaps  of  avoiding  to  witness  the  reproof  of  the 
father,  which  might  seem  to  her  rather  ill-timed  and 
en  reasonable. 

"  To  the  maiden  my  thanks  shall  be  rendered,"  said 
his  father,  "  when  I  can  study  how  to  pay  them  in  an 
adequate  manner ;  but  is  it  well  or  comely,  think  you, 
that  you  should  receive  from  a  maiden  the  succour  whicn 
it  is  your  duty  as  a  man  to  extend  to  the  weaker  sex  ?" 

Arthur  held  down  his  head  and  blushed  deeply,  while 
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Arnold  Biedeniitny  sympathiadiig  with  bis  feelinga,  stc^ 
ped  ibrward  and  mingled  in  tbe  conversation. 

'^  Never  be  abashed,  my  young  guest,  that  you  have 
been  indebted  for  aught  of  counsel  or  assistance  to  a 
Maiden  of  Unterwalden.  Know  that  the  freedom  of  their 
country  owes  no  less  to  tbe  firmness  and  wisdom  of  het 
daughters  than  to  that  of  her  sons.^And  you,  my  elder 
guest,  who  have,  I  judge,  seen  many  years,  and  various 
bnds,  must  have  often  known  examples  bow  the  strong 
are  saved  by  the  help  of  the  weak,  the  proud  by  the  aid 
of  (be  humble." 

'<  I  have  at  least  learned,"  said  the  Englishman,  "  to 
debate  no  point  unnecessarily  with  the  host  who  has 
kindlry  harboured  me  ;"  and  after  one  glance  at  his  son, 
which  seemed  to  kindle  with  the  fondest  afiection,  he 
resumed,  as  the  party  turned  back  towards  the  house,  a 
eonversation  which  be  bad  been  maintaining  with  his 
new  acquaintance  before  Arthur  and  the  maiden  bad 
joined  them. 

Arthur  had  in  the  meantime  an  opportunity  of  observing 
the  figure  and  features  of  their  Swiss  landlord,  which,  I  have 
already  hinted,  exhibited  a  primeval  simplicity  mixed  witli 
a  certain  rude  dignity,  arising  out  of  its  masculine  and 
unaffeeted  character.  The  dress  did  not  greatly  differ  in 
form  fixHS  the  habit  of  the  female  which  we  have  describ- 
ed. It  consisted  of  an  upper  frock,  shaped  like  the 
modem  shirt,  and  only  open  at  the  bosom,  worn  above  a 
tunic  or  u^der  doublet.  But  the  man's  vest  was  consid* 
erably  shorter  in  the  skirts^  which  did  not  come  lower 
down  than  the  kilt  of  the  Scottish  Highlander ;  a  species 
of  boots  or  buskins  rose  above  the  knee,  -and  the  persoa 
was  thus  entirely  clothed.  A  bonnet  made  df  the  for  of 
the  marten,  and  garnished  with  a  silver  medal,  was  the 
only  part  of  the  dress  which  displayed  any  thing  like 
ornament  =;  the  broad  belt  which  gathered  the  garment 
together,  was  of  buff  leather,  secured  by  a  iai^e  brass 
buckle. 

But  the  figure  of  him  who  wore  this  homely  attire, 
which  seemed  almost  wholly  composed  of  the  fleeces  of 
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the  rooiintain  sbeep,  and  the  spofls  of  SDimtlB  of  the 
chase  would  have  coouiianded  respect  wheiever  the  wear- 
er liad  presented  himself,  especially  io  ibose  wariike 
days,  when  mea  were  judged  jof  according  <o  the  promk- 
ing  or  unprocnising  (pialities  of  their  thews  and  «inewf. 
To  those  who  looked  at  Arnold  Biedennan  in  this  point 
of  view,  be  displayed  the  size  and  fomi,  the  broad  should- 
ers and  prominent  oMiscles,  of  a  Hercules.  But  to  stich 
as  looked  rather  at  his  countenance,  the  steady  sagacious 
features^  open  front,  large  blue  eyes,  and  ddiberate  reso- 
bition  ^)ich  It  expressed,  more  resembled  the  character 
of  the  fabled  King  of  Gods  and  Men.  rHe  was  attended 
by  several  sons  and  relatives,  young  men,  among  whon 
he  walked,  receiving,  as  hb  undeniabia  due,  respect  and 
o1)edience,  similar  to  that  which  a  herd  of  deer  are  observ- 
ed to  render  to  the  monarch  stag. 

While  Arnold  Biederroan  waUced  and  afcke  with  the 
elder  stranger,  the  young  men  seemed  closely  to  scrutin- 
ize Arthur,  and  oecasiooaUy  interrofated  in  whispers 
their  relation  Anne,  receiving  from  lier  brief  and  impatient 
answers,  which  rather  excited  than  appeased  the  vein  cl 
merriment  in  which  the  .mountaineers  indulged,  vesy 
much,  as  it  seemed  to  the  young  Englishman,  at  the 
expense  of  their  guest.  To  feel  himself  exposed  to 
derision  was  not  softened  by  the  reflection,  that  in  such  a 
society,  k  would  probably  be  attached  to  all  who  could 
not  tread  on  the  edge  of  a  precipice  with  a  step  as  firm 
and  undismayed  as  if  they  walked  the  street  of  a  city. 
However  unreasonable  ridicule  may  be,  it  is  alwsyrs  un^ 
pleasing  to  be. subjected  to.it,  hut  more  particularly  is  it 
distressing  to  ,a  young  man,  where  beauty  is  a  listener.  Jl 
was  some  consolation  to  Arthur  that  be  thought  ibe  maid- 
en certainly  did  not  enjoy  the  jest,  and  seemed  by  word 
and  look  to  reprove  the  rudeness  of  her  companions  j 
out  this  he  feared  was  only  from  a  sense  of  humanity. 

"  She,  too,  must  despise  me,"  he  thought,  **  though 
civility,  unknown  to  these  ill-taught  boors,  has  enabled 
her  to  conceal  contempt  under  the  guise  of  pity*  Sh^, 
can  but  judge  of  me  from  that  which  .she  ,1^  :;3een'*^ 
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«be  could  know  me  better,"  (such  was  his  proud  thought,) 
*'  she  might  perhaps  rank  me  more  highly.*' 

As  the  travellers  entered  the  habitation  of  Arnold 
Biederman,  they  found  preparations  made  in  a  large 
apartment,  which  served  the  purpose  of  general  accommo- 
dation, for  a  homely  but  plentiful  meal.  A  glance  round 
the  walls  showed  the  implements  of  agriculture  and  the 
chase  ;  but  the  eyes  of  the  elder  Philipson  rested  upon  a 
leathern  corslet,  a  long  heavy  halberd,  and  a  two-handed 
sword,  which  were  displayed  as  a  sort  of  trophy.  Near 
these,  but  covered  with  dust,  unfurbished  and  neglected, 
hung  a  helmet,  with  a  visor,  such  as  was  used  by  knights 
and  men-at-arms.  The  golden  garland,  or  coronal  twist- 
ed around  it,  though  sorely  tarnished,  indicated  noble 
birth  and  rank ;  and  the  crest,  which  was  a  vulture  of 
the  species  which  gave  name  to  the  old  castle  and  its 
adjacent  cliff,  suggested  various  conjectures  to  the  English 
guest,  who,  acquainted  in  a  great  measure  with  the  history 
of  the  Swiss  revolution,  made  little  doubt  that  in  this  relic 
he  sav^r  some  trophy  of  the  ancient  warfare  between  the 
inhabitants  of  these  mountains,  and  the  feudal  lord  to 
whom  they  had  of  yore  appertained. 

A  summons  to  the  hospitable  board  disturbed  the 
train  of  the  English  merchant's  reflections ;  and  a  large 
company,  comprising  the  whole  inhabitants  of  every 
description  that  lived  under  Biederman's  roof,  sat  down  to 
a  plentiful  repast  of  goat's  flesh,  fish,  preparations  of  milk 
of  various  kinds,  cheese,  and,  for  the  upper  mess,  the 
venison  of  a  young  chamois.  The  Landamman  himself 
did  the  honours  of  the  table  with  great  kindness  and 
ampHcity,  and  urged  the  strangers  to  show,  by  their  ap- 
petite, that  they  thought  themselves  as  welcome  as  he 
desired  to  make  them.  During  the  repast,  he  carried  on 
a  conversation  with  his  elder  guest,  while  the  younger 
people  at  table,  as  well  as  the  menials,  ate  in  modesty 
and  silence.  Ere  the  dinner  was  finished,  a  figure  cross- 
ed on  the  outside  of  the  large  window  which  lighted  the 
eating  hall,  the  sight  of  which  seemed  to  occasion  a  lively 
vensation  amongst  such  as  observed  it. 


Digitized 


by  Google 


AlimS    or   OBlBRSTEIlf.  91 

^*  Who  passed  7"  said  old  Biederman  to  those  seated 
opposite  to  the  window. 

"  It  is  our  cousin,  Rudolph  of  Dornierhugel,**  answered 
one  of  Arnold's  sons  eagerly. 

The  annunciation  seemed  to  give  great  pleasure  to  die 
younger  part  of  the  company,  especially  the  sons  of  the 
Landamman ;  while  the  head  of  the  femOy  only  said 
with  a  grave,  calm  voice, — "  Your  kinsman  is  welcome — 
tell  hira  so,  and  let  him  come  hither."     * 

Two  or  three  arose  for  this  purpose,  as  if  there  had 
been  a  contention  among  them  who  should  do  the  hon- 
ours of  the  house  to  the  new  guest.  He  entered  pres- 
ently ;  a  young  man,  unusually  tall,  well-proportioned 
and  active,  with  a  quantity  of  dark-brown  locks  curling 
around  his  face,  together  with  mustaches  of  the  same,  or 
rather  a  still  darker  hue.  His  cap  was  small  considering 
the  quantity  of  his  thickly  clustering  hair,  and  rather 
might  be  said  to  hang  upon  one  side  of  his  head  than  to 
cover  it.  His  clothes  were  of  the  same  form  and  gene- 
ral fashion  as  those  of  Arnold,  but  made  of  much  finelr 
cloth,  the  manufacture  of  the  German  loom,  and  orna- 
mented in  a  rich  and  fanciful  manner.  One  sleeve  of 
his  vest  was  dark  green,  curiously  laced  and  embroidered 
with  devices  in  silver,  while  the  rest  of  the  garment  was 
scarlet.  His  sash  was  twisted  and  netted  with  gold,  and 
besides  answering  the  purpose  of  a  belt,  by  securing  the 
upper  garment  round  his  waist,  sustained  a  silver-hilted 
poniard.  His  finery  was  completed  by  boots,  the  tips  of 
which  were  so  long  as  to  turn  upwards  with  a  peak,  after 
a  prevailing  fashion  in  the  Middle  Ages.  A  golden  chain 
hung  round  his  neck,  and  sustained  a  large  'medallion  of 
the  same  metal. 

This  young  gallant  was  instantly  surrounded  by  the 
race  of  Biederman,  among  whom  he  appeared  to  be  con- 
sidered as  the  model  upon  which  the  Swiss  youth  ought 
to  build  themselves,  and  whose  gait,  opinions,  dress,  and 
manners,  all  ought  to  follow,  who  would  keep  pace  with 
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flhe  fiisbioD  of  the  day  la  wUch  be  reifsed  an  aehpovrl* 
edged  and  unrivalled  example. 

:  Bf  two  jpenNons  in  tbe  company,  however,  it  {seemed 
to  Arthur  Philipson,  that  this  young  man  was  j'eceived 
mtb  Jess  dutinguisbed  marks  of  regard  than  those  ^th 
jwbiqh  he  was  hailed  by  thegenenu  voice  of  the  youths 
{tresenC  Arnold  Biederman  himself  was  at  least  no  way 
warmi,  in  welcoming  the  young  Bernese,  ^r  such  w^ 
Rudolph's  country.  The  young  man  drew  from  bis 
txx9om  a  AQ^Ied  packet,  which  be  delivered  to  the  Inan* 
damman  with  demonstrations  of  great  respect,  and  seem* 
.ed  to  ej^pect  that  Arnold,  when  he  had  broken  tbe  seal 
and  perused  the  contents,  would  say  something  to  him  on 
tbe  subject.  But  the  patriarch  only  bade  him  be  seated, 
and  partake  of  their  meal,  and  Audolph  found  a  place 
accordingly  next  to  Anne  of  Geierstein,  which  was  yield- 
ed to  him  by  one  of  the  sons  of  Arnold  with  ready  cour- 
tesy. 

It  seemed  also  to  tbe  observant  young  Englishman, 
that  the  new  comer  was  received  with  marked  coldness 
by  the  maiden,  to  whom  he  appeared  eager  and  solicitous 
to  pay  his  compliments,  by  whose  side  be  had  contrived 
to  seat  himself  at  the  well-furnished  board,  and  to  whom 
he  seemed  more  anxious  to  recommend  himself,  than  to 
partake  of  the  food  which  it  offered.  He  observed  the 
gallant  whisper  her,  and  look  towards  him.  Anne  gave 
A  very  brief  reply,  but  one  of  the  young  Biedermans, 
•who  sat  on  his  other  band,  was  probably  more  communi- 
cative, as  tbe  youths  both  laughed,  and  the  maiden  again 
seemed  disconcerted,  and  blushed  with  displeasure. 

*'  Had  I  either  of  these  sons  of  the  mountaio,"  thought 
young  Philipson,  "  upon  six  yards  of  level  greensward, 
if  th^e  be  so  much  flat  ground  in  this  country,  methinks 
I  were  more  likely  to  spoil  their  mirth,  than  to  furnish 
food  for  it.  It  is  as  marvellous  to  see  such  conceited 
rboors  under  the  same  roof  with  so  courteous  and  amiable 
a  damsel,  as  it  would  be  to  see  one  of  their  shaggy  )>ears 
dance  a  rigadoon  with  a  maiden  like  the  daughter  of  our 
^08t.     Well,  I  need  not' concern  myself  more  than  I  can 
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help  about  her  b^auiy  ler  their  hremiimg,  nmee 
will  separate  roe  from  tiiem  fcr  ever." 

As  these  refleotioM  fM»sed  thraugh  the  yomg  guest's 
mind,  ihe  i(a!tlieT  of  the  fiimtly  called  for  a  anp  of  wiMi 
and  having  feqaired  the  %wo  acraagers  to  |»ledge  hioa  in  m 
maple  cup  of  Goasiderable  siae,  be  seat  a  similar  gohtet 
lo  Rudolph  Donnerbttgel.  <<  Tet  you,"  he  said,  <<  kirn* 
man,  are  used  to  more  highly  flavousedl  wioe  tlian  tlie 
half-ripened  grapes  of  Geierstetn  can  supply.— Would 
you  think  it,  sir  merofaam,"  he  continued,  addressing 
Pbilipson,  <<  there  are  bui^iwrs  of  Bene  who  send  for 
wine  for  their  own  drinking  both  to  France  and  Ger- 
many ?" 

*^  My  kinsman:  disappioves  of  that,"  replied  Rudolph  | 
<^yet  every  plaee  is  sot  blessed  wkh  vineyards  like 
Geierstetn,  which  ipioduces  all  that  beaft  and  eyeoasi 
desire."  This  'Pms  said  with  a  glaaee  at  lus  fiur  oooi* 
panioD,  who  did  not  appear  to  Jake  the  eompliment,  while 
the  envoy  of  Benie  pioeeeded :  ^  But  our  wealthier 
burghers  having  some  superfluous  ciowiis»  think  it  no 
extravagance  to  barter 'diem  for  a  goblet  of  better  wint 
than  our  own  mountains  can  produoe.  But  we  will  be 
mote  frugal  when  we  have  at  our  disposal  tuns  of  the 
wine  of  Bui^gundy,  for  the  mere  tiQuble  of  traaflfKHtiof 
them." 

'<  How  mean  you  by  that,  eousm  Rudelph  ?"  tmA 
Arnold  Biedemmn. 

**  Methinks,  respected  kinsman,"  answerad  the  Bev- 
iiese,  "  your  letters  must  bave  told  you  that  our  Diet  m 
likely  to  declare  war  against  Bui|;undy  ?" 

'^  Ah  ?  and  ycy  know  then  the  contents  of  my  letters  ?" 
said  'Arnold  ;  ^  another  mark  hew  times  are  cbanged  At 
Berne  and  with  the  Diet  of  Switxeiiand.  When  did  all 
ber  grey-hahed  statesmen  die,  that  our  allies  should  Jbavo 
brought  beardless  boys  into  their  councils  ?" 

''The   Senate  of  Beme, Jind  the  Diet  of  the  Con 
Meracy,"  said  the  young  man,  partly  abashed,  partly  m 
rindication  of  what  he  had  before  spoken,  <<  jiUow  the 
young  men  to   know  their  purposes,  since  it  is  they^ 
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hy  whom  they  must  be  executed.  The  head  wbieh 
thinks,  ma^  well  confide  in  the  hand  that  strikes." 

**  Not  till  the  moment  of  dealing  the  blow,  young 
man,"  said  Aniold  Biederman,  sternly.  *^  What  kind  of 
eounse}k>r  is  he  who  talks  loosely  the  secrets  of  state 
aflliirs  before  women  and  strangers  i  (So,  Rudolph,  and 
all  of  ye,  and  try  by  manly  exercises  which  is  best  fitted 
to  serve  your  country,  rather  than  give  your  judgment 
upon  her  measures. — Hold,  young  man,"  he  continued, 
addressing  Arthur,  who  had  arisen,  '<  this  does  not  apply 
to  you,  who  are  imused  to  mountain  travel,  and  require 
rest  jfter  it." 

"  Under  your  favour,  sir,  not  so,"  said  the  eLIec 
Stranger ;  <<  we  hold  in  England,  that  the  best  refiresh- 
ment  after  we  have  been  exhausted  by  one  species  of 
exercise,  is  to  betake  ourselves  to  another ;  as  riding,  for 
example,  afibrds  more  relief  to  one  fatigued  by  walking, 
than  a  bed  of  down  would.  So,  if  your  young  men  will 
permit,  my  son  will  join  their  exercises." 

'<  He  will  find  them .  rough  playmates,"  answered  the 
Switzer ;  *^  but  be  it  at  your  pleasure." 

The  young  men  went  out  accordingly,  to  the  <^n  lawn 
in  front  of  the  house.  Anne  of  Geierstein,  and  some 
females  of  the  household,  sat  down  on  a  bank  to  judge 
which  performed  best,  and  shouts,  loud  laughing,  and  tdl 
that  announces  the  riot  of  juvenile  spirits  occupied  by 
manly  sports,  was  soon  after  heard  by  the  two  seniors,  as 
they  sat  together  in  the  halL  The  master  of  the  house 
resunied  the  wine-flask,  and  having  filled  the  cup  of  his 
guest,  poured  the  remainder  into  bis  own. 

^*  At  an  age,  worthy  stranger,"  he  jaid,  <<  when  the 
blood  grows  colder,  and  the  feelings  heavier ^  a  moderate 
eup  of  wine  brings  back  light  thoughts,  and  makes  the 
limbs  supple.  Yet,  I  almost  wish  that  Noah  had  never 
planted  the  grape,  when  of  late  years  I  have  seen  with 
my  own  eyes  my  countrymen  swill  wine  like  very  (3er- 
mans,  till  they  were  like  go^d  swine,  incapable  of  seosa^ 
thought;  or  motk>n." 
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*<  It  is  a  vice/'  said  the  Englishman,  *'  which  I  hmrt 
observed  gains  ground  in  your  country,  where  widiiB  a 
century  1  have  heard  it  was  totally  unknown.*' 

**  It  was  so/'  said  the  Swiss,  **  for  wine  was  seMom 
made  at  home,  and  never  imported  from  abroad  ;  fcr 
indeed  none  possessed  the  means  of  purchasing  that,  or 
aught  else,  which  our  valleys  produce  not.  But  our 
wars  and  our  victories  have  gained  us  wealth  as  well  as 
fame ;  and  in  the  poor  thoughts  of  one  Switxer  at  least, 
we  had  been  better  without  both,  had  we  not  also  gained 
liberty  by  the  same  exertion.  It  is  something,  however, 
that  commerce  may  occasionally  send  into  our  remote 
mountains  a  sensible  visiter  like  yourself,  worthy  guest, 
whose  discourse  shows  him  to  be  a  man  of  sagacity  and 
discernment ;  for  though  I  love  not  the  increasing  taste 
for  trinkets  and  gewgaws  which  you  merchants  introduce, 
yet  I  acknowledge  that  we  simple  mountaineers  learn 
from  men  like  you  more  of  the  world  around  us,  than  we 
could  acquire  by  our  own  exertions.  You  are  bound,  you 
say,  to  B&le,  and  thence  to  the  Duke  of  Burgundy's 
leaguer  ?" 

"  I  am  so,  my  worthy  host" — said  the  merchant, 
"  that  is,  providing  I  can  perform  my  journey  with 
safety." 

"  Your  safety,  good  friend,  may  be  assured,  if  you 
list  to  tahy  for  two  or  three  days ;  for  in  that  space  1 
shall  myself  take  the  journey,  and  with  such  an  escort  as 
will  prevent  any  risk  of  danger.  You  will  find  in  me 
a  sure  and  frithful  guide,  and  I  shall  learn  from  you 
much  of  other  countries,  which  it  concerns  me  to  know 
better  than  I  do.     Is  it  a  bargain  ?*' 

"  The  proposal  is  too  much  to  my  advantage  to  be 
refused,"  said  the  Englishman  ;  "  but  may  I  ask  the 
purpose  of  your  journey  ?" 

I  chid  yonder  boy  but  now,"  answered  Biederman, 
"for  speaking  on  public  aflairs  without  reflection,  and 
before  the  whole  family ;  but  our  tidings  and  my  errand 
need   not  be  concealed  from  k  considerate  person  like 
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Jon,  who  most  indeed  soon  ieani  it  fron.  |wUic  finiraur. 
'ou  k^w  doubtleM  ihe  imiUial  hatred  Mrbicb  subaiste  b$f* 
tween  Louis  XI.  of  Frmce,  and  Charles  of  BurgiiNvdy, 
whom  mea  oall  the  Bold  ;  aad  having,  seen  these  eoun- 
tiies,  as  1  und^fstand  frotn  yowr  former  disoourse,  yoM 
are  (MrobaUjr  weU  aware  of  the  various  coDtendiBg  inter'* 
ests,  which,  besides  die  personal  hatred  of  the  sovereignSy 
make  tliem  irreconcilable  enevues.  Now  Louis,  wbotn 
the  world  cannot  loatcfa  for  craA  and  subtlety,  is  using  all 
his  influeace,  by  distributiefis  of  large  sums  amongst 
some  of  the  counseUors  of  our  ne^hbours  of  Berne,  by 
pouring  treasures  into  the  exchequer  of  that  state  itself, 
by  holding  out  the  bait  of 'emolumeiit  fo  tbe  old  mem 
and  encouraging  the  violence  of  the  young,  to  urge  tbe 
Bernese  kito  a  war  with  the  Duke.  Charles,  on  the 
other  liand,  is  acting,  as  he  frequently  does,  exactly  as 
Louis  could  have  wished.  Our  neiglibours  and  allies  of 
Berne  do  not,  like  us  of  the  Forest  Caotoas,  confine 
tliemselves  to  pasture  or  agricukure,  but  carry  on  -oob* 
siderable  commeree,  which  the  Duke  of  Biar^pindy  has 
in  various  instances  interrupted,  by  tlie  exactions  and 
violence  of  his  officers  in  the  fioutier  towns,  as  is  doubt- 
less well  known  to  you." 

^'  Unquestionably,"  answered  the  merchant ;  ^<  tbey 
are  universally  regarded  as  vexatious." 

<<  You  wiU  not  then  be  surprised,  that,  solicited  by  the 
one  sovereign,  and  aggrieved  by  tbe  other,  proud  of  pas!t 
victories,  and  ambitious  of  additional  power,  Berne  and 
tbe  City  Cantons  of  our  confederacy,  whose  representa* 
tives,  from  their  superior  wealth  and  better  echicatioiv 
have  more  to  say  in  our  Diet  than  we  of  the  EowetSe 
should  be  bent  upon  war,  from  which  it  has  hitherto  hap- 
pened that  the  Republic  has  always  derived  vidoryt 
wealth,  and  increase  of  territory." 

"  Ay,  worthy  host,  and  of  glory,"  said  Philipson,  in- 
terrupting him  with  some  enthusiasm ;  '^  I  wonder  not 
that  the  brave  youths  of  your  states  are  willing  to  thrust 
themselves  upon  n^w  wars,  since  their  past  victories  ban 
been  so  brilliant  and  so  far  famed." 
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**  Tou  «L!^  fK>  wiie  iBerehaat,  kkid  g«Mt/*  «iit«reMd 
the  hos]r/*<  if  yott  regftid  soeeess  m  foriMr  4Mpcimf  uih 
deiMcings  as  ao  enooumgemeot  le  Artuve  rtshiMts*  Ltt 
m  fiNika  m  %ener  me  of  past  vietDries.  Wbtn  we  fiwglit 
for  our  liberties  God  Messed  oar  arme^  tet  wiii  lie  A>  «o 
'if  we  Sght  either  fcr  aggrandnemeiit  or  fer  tiw  gold  of 
Pmtice  ?" 

"  Your  doubt  is  just,"  said  the  meiiditiiit,  more  sedate- 
\j  ;  <*  but  suppose  you  draw  the  sword  to  put  an  end  to 
the  vexatious  exactions  of  BwgiHRdj  ?" 

**  Hear  me,  good  friend,"  answered  tlie  Switzar ;  <<  it 
may  be  that  we  of  the  Forest  Cantons  think  teo  little  of 
those  cDatters  of  trade,  wbieh  se  mwh  eogrose  the  aiteiw> 
tbn  of  the  burghers  of  Berne.  Yet  we  vnti  not  desert 
our  neighbours  and  allies  in  a  ju^C  ^^uarrel  ;  and  it  is  well* 
nigh  settled  that  a  deputation  sltall  be  sent  lo  the  Duke 
of  Burgundy  to  request  redress.  In  this  embassy  the 
General  Diet  now  assembled  at  Berne  ha^vv  requested 
that  I  should  take  some  sbai^ ;  and  h^ice  the  journey  in 
which  I  propose  that  you  shouM  apeeompany  iDe." 

"  It  will  be  much  to  ray  saiisfaotioii,  to  stra^irel  in  your 
company,  worthy  host,^  said  the  Ea^iriiman.  <<  But, 
as  1  am  a  true  man,  methinks  your  port  and  6gare  re- 
senffble  an  envoy  of  defiance  rather  tium  aMnessenger  of 
peaoe." 

«  And  I  too  migbl  say,"  Tepiied  nbe  Swjtzer,  « that 
ytNir  bmguage  and  sentiments,  my  honowiied  fuest,  rather 
belong  to  4he  sword  than  the  4«eaMrihg  wand.'^ 

"  I  was  bred  to  the  sword,  worthy  sir,  before  I  took 
the  cloth-yard  in  my  hand,"  replied  Phifipson,  smiling, 
'*  and  it  may  be  I  am  still  more  partial  to  my  old  trade 
than  wisdom  would  altogether  recommend." 

"  I  thought  so,"  said  Arnold  ;  "  but  then  you  fought 
most  likely  under  your  country's  banners  against  a  foreign 
ind  national  enemy  ;  and  in  that  case  I  will  admit  that 
war  has  something  in  it  which  elevates  the  heart  above 
the  due  sense  it  should  entertain  of  the  calamity  inflicted 
and  endured  by  God's  creatures  on  each  side.  But  the 
;inufare  in  which  I  was  engaged  had  no  such  gilding.    It 
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was  Uie  misenUe  war  of  Zanch,  where  Switzeis  leyelled 
their  pikes  against  the  bosoois  of  their  own  couatrymen  ; 
and  quarter  was  asked  and  refused  in  the  same  kindly 
mountain  language.  From  such  rememhraaoes,  your 
warlike  recollections  are  probably  theJ* 

The  merchant  hung  down  his  head  and  pressed  bis 
forehead  with  his  hand,  as  one  to  whom  the  most  painful 
thoughts  were  suddenly  recalled. 

''  Alas  !"  he  said,  '^  I  deserve  to  feel  the  pain  which 
your  words  inflict.  What  nation  can  know  the  woes  of 
England,  that  Im  not  kit  them-— what  eye  can  estimate 
them  which  has  not  seen  a  luid  torn  and  Ueedkig  with 
th^  strife  of  two  desperate  factions,  battles  fought  in 
every  province,  plains  heaped  with  slain,  and  scaffolds 
drenched  in  blood  !  Even  in  your  quiet  valleys,  me* 
thinks,  you  may  have  heard  of  the  Civil  Wars  of  Eng* 
land  ?" 

<<  1  do  indeed  bethink  me,"  said  the  Switser,  "  that 
England  had  lost  her  possessions  in  France  during  many 
years  of  bloody  mtemal  wars  concerning  tlie  colour  of  a 
rose — was  it  not  ? — But  these  are  ended." 

"  For  the  present,"  answered  Philipson,  "  it  would 
seem  so." 

As  he  spokfit  there  was  a  knock  at  the  door ;  the  mas- 
ter of  the  house  said,  <'  Come  in  ;"  the  door  opened, 
and,  with  the  reverence  which  was  expected  irom  young 
persons  towards  their  elders  in  those  pastoral  regions,  the 
fine  form  of  Anne  of  Geierstein  presented  itself. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

And  now  the  w«il«kiiown  bow  t^e  master  bore, 
Tuni'd  on  dl  udt»,  and  view'd  it  o'er  and  e'er  j 
Wbibt  some  deridiod:,  **  How  he  tarns  the  bow ! 
fikmie  other  like  it  sure  the  inan  must  know  ? 
Or  else  would  copy— or  in  bows  be  deals ; 
Perhaps  he  makes  them,  or  peibaps  he  steals." 

Fopb's  Homer'M  Odpuef. 

The  fair  maiden  approached  with  the  half-bashfiii 
fialf-imponant  look  which  sits  so  well  on  a  young  houses 
keeper,  when  she  is  at  once  proud  and  ashamed  of  the 
matronly  duties  she  is  called  upon  to  discharge,  and 
whispered  something  in  her  uncle's  ear. 

^'And  could  not  the  idle-pated  boys  have  brought 
their  own  errand — what  is  it  they  want  that  they  cannot 
ask  themselves,  but  must  send  thee  to  beg  it  for  them  ? 
Had  it  been  any  thing  reasonable,  I  should  have  heard  it 
dinned  into  my  ears  by  forty  voices,  so  modest  are  our 
Swiss  youths  become  now-a-days."  Sl^  stooped  for- 
ward, and  again  whispered  in  his  ear,  as  he  fondly  stroked 
her  curling  tresses  with  his  ample  hand,  and  replied, 
"  The  bow  of  Buttisholz,  my  dear  ?  why  the  youths 
surely  are  not  grown  stronger  since  last  year,  when  noue 
of  them  could  bend  it  ?  But  yonder  it  hapgs  with  its 
three  arrows.  Who  is  the  wise  champion  that  is  chal- 
lenger at  a  game  where  he  is  sure  to  be  foiled  ?" 

*^  It  is  this  gentleman's  son,  sir,"  said  the  maiden, 
"  who,  not  being  able  to  contend  with  my  coudns  in  run 
ning,  leaping,  hurling  the  bar,  or  pitching  the  stone,  has 
challenged  them  to  ride,  or  to  shoot  with  the   English 
long-bow.'' 

"  To  ride,"  said  the  venerable  Swiss,  "  were  difficult, 
where  there  are  no  horses,  and  no  level  ground  to  career 
upon  if  there  were*     But  an  English  bow  he  shalhbave 
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lince  we  happen  to  possess  one.  Take  it  to  the  young 
men,  my  niece,  with  the  three  arrows,  and  say  to  them 
from  me,  that  he  who  bends  it  will  do  more  than  William 
Tell,  or  the  renowned  Staufbachef,  could  have  done." 

As  the  maiden  went  to  take  the  weapon  from  the  place 
where  it  hung  amid  the  group  of  anns  which  Philipson 
had  formerly  remarked,  the  English  merchant  observed, 
"  that  were  the  minstreb  of  hb  land  to  assign  her  occu- 
pation, so  fair  a  maiden  should  be  bow*bearerto  none  but 
the  little  blind  god  Cupid." 

'^  I  will  have  nothing  of  the  blind  god  Cupid,"  said 
Arnold,  hastily,  yet  half  laughing  at  the  same  time  ;  ^'  we 
have  been  deafened  with  the  foolery  of  minstrels  and 
strolling  minnesingers,  ever  since  the  wandering  knaves 
have  found  there  were  pence  to  be  gathered  among  ua. 
A  Swiss  maiden  should  only  sing  Albert  Ischudi's  ballads, 
or  the  merry  lay  of  the  going  out  and  return  of  the  cows 
to  and  from  the  mountain  pastures." 

While  he  spoke,  the  damsel  had  selected  from  the 
arms  a  bow  of  extraordinary  strength,  considerably  above 
six  feet  in  length,  with  three  shafts  of  a  cloth-yard  long. 
Philipson  asked  to  look  at  the  weapons,  and  examined 
them  closely.  <<  It  is  a  tough  piece  of  yew,"  he  said. 
<^  I  should  know  it,  since  I  have  dealt  in  such  coimiMKli- 
ties  in  my  tinS ;  but  when  I  was  of  Arthur's  age,  I  could 
•have  bent  it  as  easily  as  a  boy  bends  a  willow." 

"We  are  too  old  to  boast  like  boys,"  said  Arnold 
Kederman,  with  something  of  a  reproving  glance  at  his 
companion.  "  Carry  the  bow  to  thy  kinsmen,  Anne, 
and  let  him  who  can  bend  it,  say  he  beat  Arnold  Biedm^ 
man."  As  he  spoke,  he  turned  his  eyes  on  the  spare, 
yet  muscular  figure  of  the  Englishman,  then  again  glanced 
down  on  his  own  stately  person. 

"  You  must  remember,  good  my  host,"  said  Philipsoa, 
<<  that  weapons  are  wielded  not  by  strength,  but  by  ait 
and  sleight  of  hand.  What  most  I  wonder  at,  is  to  see 
in  this  place  a  bow  made  by  Matthew  of  Donoaster,  a 
bowyer  who  lived  at  least  a  hundred  years  ago,  renuurka- 
Ue  for  tbe  great  toughness  and  strei4;ih  of  tb^  wea^os 
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unmanageable,  even  by  an  Engfish  yeoman/' 

"  How  wme  you  assured  of  the  maker's  name,  worthy 
gnest  ?"  replied  the  Swiss. 

**  By  oM  Matthew's  mark/'  answered  the  Englithman, 
^  ttad  bis  initials  cot  upon  the  bow.  I  wonder  not  a 
little  to  find  such  a  weapon  here,  and  in  such  good  pre- 
servation." 

"  It  bas  been  regularly  waxed,  oSed,  and  kept  in  good 
order/'  scud  the  Landamman,  **  being  preserved  as  a 
trophy  of  a  merooraUe  day.  It  would  but  grieve  you  to 
recount  its  eariy  history,  »noe  it  was  taken  in  a  day  fatal 
to  your  country." 

^*  My  coontiy,"  said  the  EnglishitiaA,  composedly, 
^  has  gained  so  many  victories,  that  her  children  may 
well  afford  to  hear  of  a  single  defeat.  But  I  knew  not 
that  the  English  ever  warred  in  Switaerland." 

^<  Not  precisely  as  a  nation,"  answered  Biederman ; 
*^  but  ft  was  in  my  grandsire's  days,  that  a  large  body  of 
roving  soldiers,  composed  of  men  from  almost  all  coQn«» 
tries,  but  especially  Englishmen,  Normans,  and  Gascons, 
poured  down  on  the  ^^u,  and  the  districts  adjacent. 
They  were  headed  by  a  great  warrior  calkd  Ingelram  de 
Couci,  who  pretended  some  claims  upoi\.  the  Duke  of 
Austria ;  to  satisfy  which,  he  ravaged  indiferenfly  the 
Austrian  territory,  and  that  of  our  Confederacy.  Hk 
soldiers  were  hired  warriors, — Free  Companions  they 
called  themselves, — 'that  seemed  to  belong  to  no  country, 
and  were  as  Inrave  in  the  fight  as  they  were  cruel  in  th^ 
depredations.  Some  pause  in  the  constant  wars  betwixt 
France  and  England  had  deprived  many  of  those  bands 
of  their  ordinary  employment,  and  battle  being  their  elO'^ 
ment,  they  came  to  seek  it  among  our  valleys.  The  air 
seemed  on  fire  with  the  Maze  of  their  armour,  and  the 
veiy  sun  was  darkened  at  the  flight  of  their  arrows. 
They  did  us  much  evil,  and  we  sustained  the  loss  of  more 
than  one  battle.  But  we  met  them  at  Buttisholz,  and 
mingled  the  blood  of  many  a  rider  (noble,  as  ihey  were 
tailed  and  esteemed)  with  that  of  their  horses.    The 
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boge  aKMind  thaC  covers  the  boDes  of  man  mi  steed,  is 

Btill  called  the  English  banow." 

Philipsqn  was  sUeot  for  a  minute  or  two,  and  then  re- 
plied, ^'  Then  let  them  sleep  in  peai^*  If  they  did 
wrong,  they  paid  for  it  with  their  lives ;  and  that  is  all 
the  ransom  that  mortal  man  can  render  for  his  trans- 
gressions.— Heaven  pardon  their  souls  !" 

'^  Amen,"  replied  the  Landamman,  "  and  those  of  ail 
brave  men  ! — My  grandsire  was  at  the  battle,  and  was 
held  to  have  demeaned  himself  like  a  good  soldier ;  and 
this  bow  has  been  ever  since  carefully  preserved  in  oiur 
family.  There  is  a  prophecy  about  it,  but  I  hold  it  not 
worthy  of  remark." 

Philipson  was  about  to  enquire  fiirther,  but  was  inter- 
rupted by  a  loud  cry  of  surprise  and  astonishment  firom 
without. 

'^  I  must  out,"  said  Biederman,  '^  and  see  what  these 
wild  lads  are  doing.  It  is  not  now  as  formerly  m  this 
land,  when  the  young  dared  not  judge  for  themselves,  tiH 
the  old  man's  voice  had  been  heard." 

He  went  forth  from  the  lodge,  followed  by  his  guest* 
The  company  who  had  witnessed  the  games  were  all 
talking,  shouting,  and  dbputing  in  the  same  breath ;  while 
Arthur  Philipson  stood  a  little  apart  from  the  rest,  lean- 
ing on  the  unbent  bow  with  apparent  indifference.  At 
the  sight  of- the  Landamman  all  were  silent. 

"  What  means  this  unwonted  clamour  ?"  he  said,  rais- 
ing a  voice  to  which  all  were  accustomed  to  listen  with 
reverence. — "  Rudiger)"  addressing  the  eldest  of  his  sons. 
^'  has  the  young  stranger  bent  the  bow  ?" 

<'  He  has,  father,"  said  Rudiger ;  '^  and  he  has  hit 
the  mark.  Three  such  shots  were  never  shot  by  William 
Tell." 

*^  It  was  chance— pure  chance,"  said  the  young  Swiss 
from  Berne.  "  No  human  skill  could  have  done  it,  much 
less  a  puny  lad,  baffled  in  all  besides  tliat  he  attempted 
imong  us." 

<^  But  what  has  been  done  ?"  said  the  Landamman.-^ 
^  Nay,  speak  not  all  at  once  ! — Anne  of  Geierstein,  tboii 
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hast  moier  sense  and  breeding  than  these  boys— tell  me 
how  the  game  has  gone." 

The  maiden  seemed  a  little  confused  at  this  appeal  % 
but  answered  with  a  composed  and  downcast  look, — 

**  The  mark  was,  as  usual,  a  pigeon  to  a  pole.  All  tha 
young  men,  except  the  stranger,  had  practised  at  it  with 
the  cross-bow  and  long-bow,  without  hitting  it.  T^en 
I  brought  out  the  bow  of  Buttisholz,  I  ofiered  it  first  to 
wy  kinsmen.  None  would  accept  of  it,  saying,  respect- 
ed uncle,  that  a  task  too  great  for  you,  must  be  iar  too 
difficult  for  them." 

"  They  said  well,"  answered  Arnold  Biederman  ;  "  and 
the  stranger,  did  he  string  the  bow  Vi 

^  He  did,  my  uncle,  but  first  he  wrote  something  cm  a 
piece  of  paper,  and  placed  it  in  my  hands." 

**  And  did  he  shoot  and  hit  the  mark  ?''  continued  the 
surprised  Switzer. 

"He  first,"  said  the  maiden,  "  removed  the  pole  a  hun- 
dred yards  farther  than  the  post  where  it  stood." 

"  Singular !"  said  the  Landamman,  "  that  is  double 
the  usual  distance." 

"  He  then  drew  the  bow,"  continued  the  maiden, 
"  and  shot  off,  one  after  another,  with  incredible  rapidity, 
the  three  arrows  which  he  had  stuck  into  his  belt.  The 
first  cleft  the  pole,  the  second  cut  the  string,  the  third 
killed  the  poor  bird  as  it  rose  into  the  air." 

**  By  Saint  Mary  of  Einsiedlen,"  said  the  old  man, 
looking  up  in  amaze,  "  if  your  eyes  really  saw  this,  they 
saw  such  archery  as  was  never  before  witnessed  in  the 
Forest  States  !" 

"  I  say  nay  to  that,  my  revered  kinsman,"  replied  Ru- 
dolph Donnerfaugel,  whose  vexation  was  apparent ;  "  it 
was  mere  chance,  if  not  illusion  or  witchery." 

**  What  say'st  thou  of  it  thyself,  Arthur,"  said  his 
father,  half  smiling  j  "  was  thy  success  by  chance  or 
Afll?" 

"  My  father,"  said  the  young  man,  "  I  need  not  tell 
you  that  I  have  done  but  an  ordinary  feat  for  an  English 
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bowmaiu  Nor  do  I  speak  to  gntify  Ibat  mbpiciod  and 
ignorant  young  man.  But  to  our  worthy  host  and  his 
family,  I  make  answer.  This  youth  charges  me  with 
having  deluded  men's  eyes,  or  hit  the  mark  by  chance* 
For  illusion,  yonder  is  the  pierced  pole,  the  se?ered 
string,  and  the  slain  bird,  they  will  endure  sight  and  band- 
Ung :  and,  besides,  if  that  fair  maiden  will  open  the  note 
which  I  put  into  her  hand,  slie  will  find  evidence  to  as-* 
sure  you,  that  even  before  I  drew  the  bow,  I  bad  fixed 
upon  the  three  marks  which  I  designed  to  aim  at." 

'^  Produce  the  scroll,  good  niece,"  said  her  uncfei 
«  and  end  the  controversy.** 

"  Nay,  under  yoiy  favour,  my  worthy  host/'  said  Ar- 
thur, '*  it  is  but  some  foolish  rhymes  addreeaed  to  llie 
maiden's  own  eye." 

**  And  under  your  ftvour,  sir,"  said  the  Landamman, 
^'  whatsoever  is  fit  for  my  niece's  eyes  may  greet  mv 
ea«." 

He  took  the  scroll  from  the  maiden,  who  blushed  deep« 
ly  when  she  resigned  it.  The  character  in  which  it  was 
written,  was  so  fine,  that  the  Landaraman  in  sarprise  ex- 
claimed,  ^  No  clerk  of  Saint  Gall  could  have  written 
more  fairly. — Strange,"  he  again  repeated  ^*  that  a  hasd 
which  could  draw  so  true  a  bow,  should  have  the  cun- 
ning to  form  characters  so  fair."  He  then  exclainied 
anew,  '<  Ha  !  verses,  by  Our  Lady  t  What,  have  we 
minstrels  disguised  as  traders  ?"  He  then  opened  the 
scroll,  and  read  the  following  lines  ^— 

If  I  hit  mast,  and  line,  and  bird 
An  English  archer  keeps  his  word. 
Ah !  maiden,  didst  thou  aim  at  me, 
A  sing^le  glance  were  worth  the  three. 

"  Here  is  rare  rhyming,  my  worthy  guest,"  said  the 
Landamman,  shaking  his'  head  ;  <' fine  words  to  make 
foolish  maidens  fain.  But  do  not  excuse  it ;  it  is  your 
country-fashion,  and  we  know  how  to  treat  it  as  such." 
And  without  further  allusion  to  the  concluding  couplet> 
the  reading  of  which  threw  the  poet  as  well  as  tbe  ob- 
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J9U  of  the  rerees  into  $oine  disoMiposufe,  be  adcM 
gravely,  <<  You  must  now  allow,  Rudolph  Dounerbugali 
that  the  stranger  has  fairly  attained  the  three  marks  wUob 
he  proposed  to  himself."  , 

"  That  be  has  attained  them  is  plain,"  answered  tht 
plirty  to  whom  the  appeal  was  made  ;  *^  but  that  be  bat 
done  this  fairly  may  be  doubted,  if  there  are  such  things 
as  witchery  and  magic  in  this  world." 

"  Shame,  shame,  Rudolph  !"  said  the  Lfandanunaa  s 
^*  can  spleen  and  envy  have  weight  with  so  brave  a  man 
as  you,  from  whom  my  sons  ought  to  learn  temperancei 
forbearance,  and  candour,  as  well  as  manly  courage  and 
dexterity  ?" 

The  Bernese  coloured  high  under  this  rebuke,  to  wbicb 
he  venture  not  to  attempt  a  reply. 

'^  To  your  sports  till  sunset,  my  children,"  continued 
Arnold ;  <<  while  I  and  my  worthy  friend  occupy  our 
time  with  a  ^  walk,  for  which  the  evening  is  now  &vour- 
able." 

'<  Methinks,"  said  the  English  merchant,  ^  I  should 
like  to  visit  the  ruins  of  yonder  castle,  situated  by  the 
wateriall.  There  is  something  of  melancholy  dignity  in 
such  a  scene  which  reconciles  us  to  the  misfortunes  of 
our  own  time,  by  showing  that  our  ancestors,  who  were 
pe^aps  more  intelligent  or  more  powerful,  have  never* 
theless,  in  their  days,  encountered  cares  and  distresses 
similar  to  those  which  we  now  groan  under." 

"  Have  with  you,  my  worthy  sir,"  replied  his  host ; 
'^  there  will  be  time  also  upon  the  road  to  talk  of  things 
that  you  should  know." 

The  slow  step  of  the  two  elderly  men  carried  them  by 
degrees  from  the  limits  of  the  lawn,  where  shout,  and 
laugh,  and  halloo,  were  again  revived.  Young  Pbilip- 
son,  whose  success  as  an  archer  had  oUiterated  all  recol- 
lection of  former  failure,  made  other  attempts  to  mingle 
in  the  manly  pastimes  of  the  country,  and  gained  a  con- 
siderable '  portion  of  applause.  The  young  men  who 
had  but  lately  been  so  ready  to  join  in  ridiculing  him, 
now  began  to  consider  bim  as  a  person  to  be  looked  up 
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and  appealed  to ;  while  Rudolph  Donnerhugel  saw  widi 
reseDtment  that  he  was  no  longer  witliout  a  rival  in  the 
opinion  of  his  male  cousins,  perhaps  of  his  kinswoman 
also.  The  proud  young  Swiss  reflected  with  bitterness 
that  he  had  fallen  under  the  Landamman's  displeasure, 
declined  in  reputation  with  his  companions,  of  whom  he 
had  been  hitherto  the  leader,  and  even  hazarded  a  more 
mortifying  disappointment,  all,  as  his  swelling  heart  ex- 
pressed it,  through  the  means  of  a  stranger  stripling,  of 
neither  blood  nor  fame,  who  could  not  step  from  one  rock 
to  another  without  the  encouragement  of  a  girl. 

In  this  irritated  mood,  he  drew  near  the  young  Eng* 
lishman,  and  while  he  seemed  to  address  him  on  the 
ehances  of  the  sports  which  were  still  proceeding,  he 
conveyed,  in  a  whisper,  matter  of  a  &r  different  tendency. 
Striking  Arthur's  shoulder  with  the  frank  bluntness  of  a 
mountaineer,  he  said  aloud  :  <<  Yonder  bolt  of  Ernest 
whistled  through  the  air  like  a  falcon  when  she  stoops 
down  the  wind  !''  And  then  proceeded  in  a  deep  low 
voice,  "  You  merchants  sell  gloves — do  you  ever  deal  in 
single  gauntlets,  or  only  in  pairs  ?" 

"  I  sell  no  single  glove,"  said  Arthur,  instantly  appre- 
hending him,  and  suflSciently  disposed  to  resent  (he  scorn- 
ful looks  of  the  Bernese  champion  during  the  time  of 
their  meal,  and  his  having  but  lately  imputed  his  sucoe^^s- 
ful  shooting  to  chance  or  sorcery, — "  I  sell  no  single  glove, 
sir,  but  never  refuse  to  exchange  one." 

"  You  are  apt,  I  see,"  said  Rudolph  ;  "  look  at  the 
players  while  I  speak,  or  our  purpose  will.be  suspected 
— You  are  quicker,  I  say,  of  apprehension  than  I  ex- 
pected. If  we  exchange  our  gloves,  how  shall  each 
redeem  his  own  ?" 

*  With  our  good  swords,"  said  Arthur  Philipson. 

**  In  armour,  or  as  we  stand  ?" 

•*  Even  as  we  stand,"  said  Arthur.  "  I  have^no  better 
garment  of  proof  than  this  doublet — ^no  other  weapon 
than  my  sword ;  and  these.  Sir  Switzer,  I  hold  enough 
for  the  purpose. — Name  time  and  place." 

"  The  old  castle-court  at  Geierstem,"  replied  Rudolph , 
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'*  the  time  sunrise ; — ^but  we  are  watched. — ^I  have  loit 
inj  wager,  stranger/'  he  added,  speaking  aloud,  and  in 
an  indilferent  tone  of  voice,  ^'  since  Ulrick  has  made  a 
cast  beyond  Ernest. — There  is  my  glove,  in  token  I  shall 
not  forget  the  flask  of  wine.** 

<<  And  there  is  mine,"  said  Arthur,  *^  in  token  I  will 
drink  it  with  jrou  merrily." 

Thus,  amid  the  peaceiiil  though  rough  sports  of  thw 
companions,  did  these  two  hot-headed  youths  cofitrive  to 
mdulge  their  hostile  inclinations  towards  each  Ptb^r,  by 
settling  a  meeting  of  deadly  purpose. 


CHAPTER  V. 

Iwuone 

Who  loved  the  greenwood  buik  end  Um'wg  hefd. 
The  russet  prise,  the  lowly  peasant's  life, 
Season'd  with  sweet  cooteat,  more  than  the  halls 
Where  revellers  feast  to  fever-height.    Believe  me, 
There  ne'er  was  poison  mix'd  in  maple  bowl. 


Leaving  the  young  persons  engaged  with  their  spiota^ . 
the  Landamman  of  Unterwalden  and  the  elder  Philip^ 
SOD  walked  on  in  company,  conversing,  chiefly  on  the 
political  relations  of  France,  Eng^d  and  Burgundy, 
until  the  conversation  was  changed  as  they  entered  the 
gate  of  the  old  castle-yard  <tf  Gderstein,  wh^re  arose 
the  lonely  and  dismantled  keep,  surrounded  by  the  ruins 
of  other  buildings. 

<<  This  has  been  a  proud  and  a  strong  habitation  in  ks 
time/'  said  Pbilipson. 

"  They  were  a  proud  and  powerful  race  who  held  it,'* 
replied  the  Landamman.  "  The  Counts  of  Geierstein 
liave  a  history  which  runs  back  to  the  times  of  the  old 
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Helvetians,  and  their  deeds  are  reported  to  have  macehed 
their  andqutty.  But  all  earthly  grandeur  has  an  end, 
and  free  men  tread  the  ruins  of  their  feudal  eastie,  at 
the  most  distant  sight  of  whose  turrets  serfs  wers  Cdt* 
merly  obliged  to  vail  their  bonnets,  if  they  would  eseap^ 
the  chaslfsement  of  contumacious  rebels.'* 

*<  I  observe,'*  said  the  merchant,  **  engraved  on  a  stone* 
mder  yonder  turret,  the  crest,  I  eooceive,  ef  the  last 
femily,  a  vuhure  perched  on  a  rock,  desci^ve,  dodbc* 
lesS)  (^  the  word  Oeierstem.** 

<<  It  is  the  ancient  ecgnisaiice  of  ihe  ftBrity,**  repliei^ 
Arnold  Biederman,  **  and,  as  you  say,  expresses  the  name 
of  the  castle,  being  the  same  with  that  of  the  knights 
who  so  long  held  it.'' 

**  I  also  remarked  in  your  hall,"  continued  the  mer- 
chant, '*  a  helmet  bearing  the  same  crest  or  cognizance. 
It  is,  I  suppose,  a  trf  pby  of  ibe  triumph  of  the  Swiss 
peasants  over  the  nobles  of  Geierstein,  as  the  English  bow 
is  preserved  in  lemembraace  of  the  battle  of  Buttisholz  ?" 
.  ^<  And  yeu,  fair  sir,^'  replied  the  Landamman,  <<  would, 
I  perceive,  from  the  prejudices  of  your  education,  regard 
the  one  victory  with  as  unpleasant  feelings  as  the  other  ? 
— Strange,  that  the  veueration  for  rank  should  b«j  rooted 
even  in  the  iukids  of  those  who  have  no  claim  to  share 
it !  But  clear  up  your  downcast  brows,  my  worthy 
guest:,  and  be  assured^  that  tbeogh  many  a  proori  faaran's 
eastle,  when  Switzerland  thrvw  off  the  booda  of  feudal 
tkvery,  was  jriundeted  and  dastiojred  by  the  jost  vev*' 
geaace  of  an  incenaed  people,  aveh  was  not  ^  lot  ef . 
Geieffstrin.  l%e  Uood  ti  the  old  poaa^ssots  ef  tlmi% 
towers  sciB  floias:  m  Am  veissof  hkn  Iqp  whom  tkesi^laade 
tte  ocGupiad.'^ 

^*  What  am  I  to  understand  by  that.  Sir  LapdanMBBO  ¥* 
aaad  PhilipsoB.  ^Afe  nei  ym  yourself  the  occupant 
of  this  place  ?" 

**  And  you  tfamk,  probably^"  aiMtweied  AmoM^  ^  be- 
easse  I  live  like  the  other  shepherda,  wear  henaespun 
grey,  and  hold  the  plough  with  my  own  hands,  I  eaaeol 
be  descended  from  a  line  of  andent  nobility?    This 
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and  holds  many  such  gentle  peasants,  Sir  Merehattt ; 
Dor  18  there  a  more  ancient  nobihty  than  that  of  n  Inch  the 
remains  are  to  be  found  in  my  native  country.  Bui  they 
have  voluntarily  resigned  the  oppressive  part  of  their 
feudal  power,  and  are  no  longer  regarded  as  ivotves 
amongst  the  flock,  but  as  sagacious  masfifls,  who  attend 
the  sheep  in  time  of  peace,  and  are  prompt  in  their  de- 
fence when  war  threatens  our  community.'* 

'^  But,*^  repeated  he  merchant,  who  could  not  yet  re* 
eoficile  hknself  to  the  idea  that  his  plain  and  peasant- 
seeming  host  was  a  man  of  distinguished  birth,  **  you 
bear  not  the  name,  wofthy  sir,  of  your  fathers-^ They 
were,  you  say,  the  Counts  of  Geiersteioi  and  you 
are** 

**  Arnold  Kederroan,  at  your  command,'*  answered  the 
inagislrale*  **  But  know, — if  the  knowledge  o«a  make 
you  sop  with  niof«  sense  of  cKgnity  or  comfort,— I  need 
but  put  on  yonder  old  helniet,  <Mr,  if  that  were  loo  much 
trouble,  I  have  only  to  stick  a  ftkon's  feather  into  my 
cap,  and  cdl  myself  Arnold,  Count  of  Oeierstein.  No 
man  could  gainsay  me — ^though  whether  it  would  become 
my  Lord  Count  to  drive  his  bullocks  to  the  pasture^  and 
whether  his  Excellency  the  High  and  Well-born  could, 
without  derogation,  sow  a  field  or  reap  it,  are  questions 
which  should  be  settled  bdiMehand.  I  see  you  are  oon-> 
fefmded,  my  respected  guest,  at  my  degeneracy ;  but  the 
state  of  my  fiimiiy  »  very  soon  explained. 

^  My  lordly  fathers  ruled  this  same  domain  of  Geier* 
stein,  wbieh  in  their  time  was  very  extensive,  much  after 
the  mode  of  feudal  beronS'*-that  is,  they  were  tocnetimea 
the  protectors  and  patrons,  but  oftener  the  oppressors  of 
their  subjects.  But  when  my  grandfather,  Heinrieh  of 
Geterrtein,  flourished,  lie  not  only  joined  the  Confede^ 
rates  to  repel  Ingleram  de  Couci  and  his  roving  bands,  at 
I  already  told  you,  but,  when  the  wars  with  Austria  were 
renewed,  and  many  of  his  degree  joined  with  the  host  of 
the  Emperor  Leopold,  my  ancestor,  adopted  the  oppo* 
site  side,  fought  in  front  of  the  Confederates,  and  oontrib* 
ttted  by  bis  skill  and  valour  to  the  decisive  victory  at 
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Sempacb,  in  which  Leopold  lost  his  life,  and  the  flower 
of  Austrian  chivalry  fell  around  him.  My.  father.  Count 
Willie wald,  followed  the  same  course,  both  from  inclina« 
tion  and  policy.  He  united  himself  closely  with  tho 
state  of  Unterwalden,  became  a  citizen  of  the  Confede- 
racy, and  distinguished  himself  so  much,  that  he  was 
chosen  Landamman  of  the  Republic.  He  had  two  sons, 
— ^myself,  and  a  younger  brother,  Albert ;  and  possessed, 
as  he  felt  himself,  of  a  species  of  double  character,  he 
was  desirous,  perhaps  unwisely,  (if  I  may  censure  the 
purpose  of  a  deceased  parent,)  that  one  of  bis  sons 
should  succeed  him  in  his  Lordship  of  Geierstein,  and 
the  other  support  the  less  ostentatious,  though  not  in  my 
thought  less  honourable  condition,  of  a  free  citizen  of 
Unterwalden,  possessing  such  influence  among  bis  equals 
in  the  Gknton  as  might  be  acquired  by  his  father's  merits 
and  his  own.  When  Albert  was  twelve  years  old,  our 
father  took  us  on  a  short  excursion  to  Germany,  where 
the  form,  pomp,  and  magnificence  which  we  witnessed, 
made  a  very  different  impression  on  the  mind  of  my 
brother  and  on  my  own.  What  appeared  to  Albert  the 
consummation  of  earthly  splendour,  seemed  to  me  a 
weary  display  of  tiresome  and  useless  ceremonials.  Our 
fatb^  explained  his  purpose,  and  offered  to  me,  as  his 
ddest  son,  the  large  estate  belonging  to  Geierstein,  re- 
serving such  a  portion  of  the  most  fertile  ground,  as  might 
make  my  brother  one  of  the  wealthiest  citizens,  in  a  dis- 
trict where  competence  is  esteemed  wealth.  The  tears 
gushed  from  Albert's  eyes — *■  And  must  mv  brother,'  he 
said,  <  be  a  noble  Count,  honoured  and  followed  by  vas- 
sals and  attendants,  and  I  a  homespun  peasant  among 
the  grey^bearded  shepherds  of  Unterwalden  ? — No,  father 
—I  respect  your  will — but  I  will  not  sacrifice  my  own 
rights.  Geierstein  is  a  fief  held  of  the  emphre,  and  the 
laws  entitle  me  to  my  equal  half  of  the  lands.  If  my 
brother  be  Count  of  Geierstein,  I  dm  not  tlie  less  Count 
Albert  of  Geierstein  ;  and  I  will  appeal  to  the  Emperor 
rather  than  that  the  arbitrary  will  of  one  ancestor,  though 
he  be  my  father,  shall  cancel  in  me  the  rank  and  rights 
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vbieh  I  have  derived  from  a  hundred.'  My  &lher 
'  peally  incensed.  <  Go/  he  said,  ^  proud  boy,  give  the 
enemy  of  thy  country  a  pretext  to  interfere  in  her  aAura 
— appeal  to  the  will  of  a  foreign  prince  from  the  pleasurai 
of  thy  father.  Go,  but  never  again  look  roe  in  the  Ace, 
and  dread  my  eternal  malediction  !'  Albert  was  about  to 
reply  with  vehemence,  when  I  entreated  him  to  be  silenl 
and  htar  me  speak.  I  had,  1  said,  aU  my  life  loved  the 
mountain  better  than  the  plain  ;  had  been  more  pleased 
to  walk  than  to  ride  ;  more  proud  to  contend  with  shep- 
herdb  in  their  sports,  than  with  nobles  in  the  lists  ;  and 
happier  in  the  village  dance  than  among  the  feasts  of  the 
German  nobles.  '  I^t  me,  therefore,'  I  said,  *  be  a  citi* 
zen  of  the  republic  of  Unterwalden ;  you  will  relieve  me 
of  a  thousand  cares ;  and  let  my  brother  Albert  wear  the 
coronet  and  bear  the  honours  of  Geierstein.^  After  some 
farther  discussion,  my  father  was  at  length  contented  to 
adopt  my  proposal,  in  order  to  attain  the  oliyect  which  he 
had  so  much  at  heart.  Albert  was  declared  heir  of  1ms 
casde  and  his  rank,  by  the  tide  of  Count  Albert  of 
Geierstein ;  and  I  was  placed  in  possession  of  these  fields 
and  fertile  meadows  amidst  which  my  house  is  situalod^ 
and  my  neighbours  called  me  Arnold  Biederman." 

"  And  if  Biederman,"  said  the  merchant,  '<  means,  as 
I  understand  the  wwd,  a  man  of  worth,  candour,  and 
generosity,  I  know  none  on  whom  the  epithet  oould  be 
so  justly  conferred.  Yet  let  me  observe,  that  I  praise 
the  conduct,  which,  in  your  circumstances,  I  could  not 
have  bowed  my  spirit  to  practise.  Proceed,  I  pray  you, 
whh  the  history  of  yoiir  house,  if  the.  recital  be  not  pain- 
fill  to  you." 

''  I  have  little  more  to  say,"  replied  the  Landaroman, 
**  My  father  died  soon  after  the  settlement  of  his  estato 
in  the  manner  I  have  told  you.  My  brother  had  other 
possessions  in  Swabia  and  Westphalia,  and  seldom  visited 
his  paternal  castle,  which  was  chiefly  occupied  by  a 
seneschal,  a  man  so  obnoxious  to  the  vassals  of  the  fam- 
ily,  that  but  for  the  protection  afforded  by  my  near  resi- 
dence,  and   rel^tfonship   with  his  lord,  he  would  have 
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b«en  pliieked  out  of  the  Vulture's  Nest^  and  treaMfc 
wkh  as  little  ceremony  as  if  he  bad  beea  the  vahnre 
himself.  Neither,  to  say  the  truth,  did  my  brother's  oor 
easionai  visits  to  Geierstein  afibvd  has  vassals  much  relirf 
er  acqaiie  any  popularity  for  hin»elL  Ha  heard  with 
the  ears  and  saw  with  the  eyes  of  his  cruel-aiMl  lolerestMii 
steward,  Ital  Schteekenwald,  and  wouM  not  listea  evea 
to  my  iaterference  aad  admonition.  Indeed,  though  he 
always  demeaned  himself  with  personal  kindoess  lowarda 
me,  I  believe  he  considered  me  as  a  dull  and  poor-spirit 
edi  clowtt,  who  had  disgraced  my  noble  Uood  by  my 
mean  pn^ensities.  He  showed  contempt  on  every  oc« 
easion  for  the  prejudides  of  his  countrymen,  and  pertieu- 
larly  by  wearing  a.  peacock's  fsather  in  public,  and 
causng  his  foBowecs  to  display  the  same  badge,  though 
the  cogMaan<9^  of  the  House  of  Austria,  and  so  unpopu- 
br  in  this  country,  thiU  men  havie  been  put  to  d^atb  foi 
no  better  reason  thaa  for  carrying  it  in  their  caps.  Iik 
die  meaodrae  I  was  married  to  my  Bertha»  now  a  saint' 
in  Heaven,  by  wboaa  1  bad  six  staitely  sQns>  five  of  wbooa 
you  saw  surrounding  my  taUe  this  day^  Albert  akci 
OHCfied..  His  wife  was  a  lady  of  nmk  in  Westphalia^, 
but  his  heidal-bed  was  less  fruit&d  ;  he  bad  only  osm 
daughDer,  Anne  of  Geiecsteio*  Then  came  on  the  wars 
between  the  city  of  Zurich  and  our  Forest  CanlonSi  in 
which  so  mudi  blood,  was  shed,  aad  when  our  brethicea 
of  Zurich  were  so  ill  advised  as  to  embraee  the  alliance, 
of  Austria.  Their  Emperor  sirained  every  nerve  to* 
avail  himself  of  the  favourable  opportunity  afforded  I^ 
the  disttdon  of  the  Swiss;  and  ef^gedail  with  wbottr 
he  had  influence  to  second  his  eflbrts.  With  my  brother 
ho  was  buA  too  suceessful ;  for  Albert  not  only  took  arms 
is  the  Emperor's  cause»  but  admitted  into  the  strong  fort^ 
Mss  of  Geiemein  a  band  of  Austrian  sdidi^rs,  with  whom, 
die  wicked  Ital  Sofaneekenwald  laid  waete  the  whole. 
eonntry,  excepting  my  little  patrimony." 

^^  It  came  to  a  severe  pnss  with  you,,  my  worthy  host^" 
md  the  merchant,  '^  since  you  were  to  decide  agjaiost  thr 
of  youv  CQuatiy  or  that  of  your  bfother." 
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''I  did  not  keritace,"  eoffUnaedl  ArnoM 

**  Mj  brother  was  in  the  Emfwror's  amy,  and  1  was  net 

therefore   reduced  to  aet  peaonally  again jt  him ;  but  I 

dencRmeed    war  i^akist  the  rohfaeia  and  thiefet  with 

whom  Schreckenwald  had  Mied  mj  Other's  honse.     It 

w«s  waged  with  ^rious  fertuoe.     The  sowsciialy  during 

my  absence,  bamt  down  my  house,  and  slew  my  yowig* 

est  son,  who  died,  alas !  in  defence  of  his  lather's  hearth* 

It  is  Kttle  to  add,  that  my  lands  were  wasted,  and  my 

flocks  destroyed.     On  the  other  hand,  I  sueeeeded,  with 

help  of  a  body  of  the  peasants  of  UnterwaMen,  in  stonii* 

ing  the  Castle  of  Oeienleitt*     it  was  ofleied  hack  to  me 

by  the  Confederates ;  but  i  had  no  desire  to  sully  the 

Mr  cause  in  which  I  had  assumed  sranSy  by  enriehmg 

myself  at  the  expense  of  my  brother ;  and  besides^  to 

have  dwek  in  that  gnaided  hold  wnald  harve  keen  a 

pefMUK»  to  one,  the  sole  prelect(M«  of  whose  hcaise  of 

late  years  had  been  a  lateh  and  a  skepkard's  entf.    Tke 

castle -was  therefoie  dismanlied,  as  you  see,  fay  order  of 

the  elders  of  the  Canton  ;  and  I  even  thmk,  that  eonsid- 

ering  the  uses  it  was  too  often  put  to,^  I  look  wkb  mom 

pleasure  on  the  rugged  remains  of  Geterstein,  than  i  efw 

dkl  when  it  was  entire,  and  apparently  impre^naUe." 

*^  I  can  miderstand  your  feelings,''  said  the  Eagkab* 
man,  *^  though  I  repeat,  my  trirtue  would  net  peikafH 
hare  extended  ao  hn  beyend  the  eirele  ef  my  femily 
aflectk>ns.--Tour  bimher,  what  said  he  to  your  patiiotK 
exertions  ?^ 

^  He  was,  |S  I  learnt,^  answered  the  LAndaflunaa^ 
**  dreadfelly  i»eensed,  kainng  ne  do«d>t  fcaan:  mfcuHad 
thirt  I  bad  taken  bis  eaaAe  witba  tiew  «o  my  own  aggm^ 
dizement.  He  eiven  swore  be  woidd  renouiine  iqr 
khkhred,  seekmetkrot^  ikie  battle,. and  skisrnieMlh hie 
own  hand.  We  wemr^  in  fecf^  both  at  the  kMle  of  fVef 
enbaeh,  but  ray  Iwother  was  pre^vanted  fenmaltemfiing  the 
execution  of  his  vindietiiw  purpose  by  a  wmmd  fmtm  an 
arrow,  which  occasioned  hw  being  carried  oet  of  the  mibie. 
I  was  afterwards  in  the  Moody  and  melancholy  igit  sft 
Mount-HerxeL  and  that  oAer  onslai^kt  at  ike  Cbnperof 
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St.  JiBOob,  whicb  Inroogbt  our  bretbien  of  Zurich  to 
terms,  and  reduced  Austria,  once  more  to  the  necessity 
of  making  peace  with  us.  After  this  war  of  thirteen 
years  the  Diet  passed  sentence  of  banishment  for  life  on 
my  iM-otber  Albert,  and  would  have  deprived  him  of  bm 
possessions,  but  forbore  in  consideration  of  what  they 
thought  my  good  service.  When  the  sentence  was  inti* 
Diated  to  the  Count  of  (S^rstein,  he  returned  an  answer 
of  defiance ;  yet  a  singular  circumstance  showed  us  not 
long  afterwards  that  he  retained  an  attachment  to  hb 
country,  and  amidst  his  resentment  agamst  me  his  broth- 
er, did  justice  to  my  unaltered  auction  for  him.'^ 

''  I  would  pledge  my  credit,"  said  the  merehant, 
<<  tlfflt  what  fdlows  relates  to  yonder  fair  maiden,  your 
niece  ?" 

"  You  guess  rightly,"  said  the  Landamman.  "  For 
some  time  we  heard,  though  indistinctly,  (for  we  have^ 
as  you  know,  but  little  communication  with  foreign  coun- 
tries^) that  my  brother  was  high  in  favour  at  the  court  of 
the  Emperor,  but  latterly  that  he  had  fallen  under  sus* 
pbioQ,  and,  in  the  course  of  some  of  those  revolutions 
eomraon  at  the  courts  of  princes,  had  been  driven  into 
exile.  It  was  shortly  after  this  news,  and,  as  I  think,  more 
than  seven  years  ago,  that  I  was  returning  from  bunting 
on  the  further  side  of  the  river,  had  passed  the  narrow 
bridge  as  usual,  and  was  walking  through  the  court-yard 
which  we  have  lately  left,"  (for  their  walk  was  now 
turned  homeward,)  **  when  a  voice  said,  in  the  German 
language,  *  Uncle,  have  compassion  upon  me  !'  As  I 
looked  around,  I  beheld  a  giri  of  ten  years  old  approach 
timidly  from  the  shelter  of  the  ruins,  and  kneel  down  at 
my  feet.  *  Uncle,  spare  my  life,'  she  said,  holding  up 
her  little  hands  in  the  act  of  supplication,  while  mortal 
tenor  was  painted  upon  her  countenance.--*^  Am  I  your 
\  uncle,  littk  maiden  ?'  said  I ;  <  and  if  I  am,  why  should 
you  fear  me  ?* — ^  Because  you  are  the  head  of  the 
wicked  and  base  clowns  who  delight  to  spill  noble  blood,' 
re{rfied  the  girl,  with  a  courage  which  surprised  rae*-^ 
''  What  is  your  name,  my  litde  maiden  ?'  said  I  ;  <  aod 
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who,  having  pknied  b  your  mind  opioioos  so  uofiivoiifa* 
Ue  to  your  kinsoian,  has  brought  you  hitber,  to  see  if 
be  resembles  the  picture  you  have  received  of  bin  ?' 
— <  It  was  Ital  Schreckenwald  that  brought  me  hither/ 
said  the  girl,  only  half  comprehending  the  nature  of  my 
question. — ^  Ital  Schreekenwald  ?'  I  repeated,  shocked  al 
die  name  of  a  wretch  I  have  so  much  reason  to  haie. 
A  voice  firom  the  ruins,  like  that  of  a  sullen  echo  fron 
the  grave,  answered,  <  Ital  Schreckenwald  !'  and  the 
caitiff  issued  irom  his  place  of  concealment,  and  stood 
before  me,  with  that  singular  indi^rence  to  danger  wbidi 
be  unites  to  his  atrodty  of  character.  I  had  my  spiked 
mountain-staff  in  my  band — ^What  should  I  hive  done 
^-or  what  would  you  have  dime,  under  like  cixcum* 
stances  ?" 

'*  I  waold  have  laid  him  on  the  earth,  with  his  skull 
shivered  like  an  icicle !''  said  the  Englishman,  fiercely. 

''  I  had  welloigh  done  so,"  replied  the  Swiss,  **  but  be 
was  unarmed,  a  messenger  from  my  l»other,  and  there- 
fofre  no  object  of  rev^ige.  His  own  undismayed  and 
audacious  conduct  contributed  to  save  him.  '  Let  the 
vassal  of  the  noble  and  high-bom  Count  of  Geierstein 
bear  the  words  of  his  master,  and  let  him  look  that  they 
are  obeyed,'  said  the  insolent  ruffian.  Doff  thy  cap,  and 
listen  ;  for  though  the  voice  is  mine,  the  words  are  those 
of  the  noUe  Count.' — '  God  and  man  know,'  replied  I, 
<  if  I  owe  my  brother  respect  or  homage-— it  is  much  if, 
in  respect  for  him,  I  defer  paying  to  his  mess^iger  the 
meed  I  dearly  owe  him.  Proceed  with  thy  tale,  and  rid 
me  of  thy  hateful  presence.' — *  Albert  Count  of  Geie»- 
stein,  thy  lord  and  my  k>rd,'  proceeded  Schreckenwald, 
*  having  on  his  hand  wars,  and  other  affiiirs  of  weig^, 
sends  his  daughter,  the  Countess  Anne,  U>  thy  obarge^ 
and  graces  thee  so  ht  as  to  intrast  to  Aee  her  support 
and  nurture,  until  it  shall  suit  his  purposes  to  require  her 
back  from  thee  ;  and  he  desires  that  thou  apply  to  her 
maintenance  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  lands  of  Geier- 
ftrin,  which  thou  bast  usurped  from  him*' — '  Ital  Schree^ 
8    VOL.  I. 
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heMiM/IieplM,<I  will  not  stop  to  adLtfthtt 
of  addressing  me  be  according  to  my  brocber^s  diiectioii% 
or  thine  owm  insolent  pleasore.  If  circumstaKos  ioLwm, 
as  thoa  smyesHf  deprived  taj  aieoe  of  ber  aatonil  plotactor, 
i  wiB  bei  to  her  as  a  fctber^  nor  riiaH  sbe  want  augbt 
wfaieb  i  kaw  to  gere  her.  Tbe  lands  of  Geieialein  ase 
ferfeited  to  ^10  state,  the  eaade  is  roinons,  as  thoo  seest, 
and  it  is  mueb  of  thy  criaBes  ibat  tbe  bouse  of  my  littben 
isdesohte.  But  where  I  dwcU  Amw:  ef  Geiefstetn  sbail 
dweH,  as  my  cbildsen  fiiie  AaU  sbe  ftroy  and  she  sbiA 
b»  to  me  as  a  daogbter.  And  now  tfaom  hast  tbiae  eirand 
— ^G0  heace,  if  thou  Iseest  thy  Ufa  ;  far  it  is  ansafe  par* 
keying  wkh  thie  father,  when  tfaf  hands  are  stained  with 
the  blood  ef  tbe  aoa.'  The  wietob  retiared  as  I  spoke, 
but  took  his  leave  with  his  usual  determined  insolence  of 
manner. — ^  Farewell,*  he  saidi,  <  CmuA  ef  tb%  Flongh 
and  Harrow— farewell,  noble  companion  of  paltry  bur- 
ghers !'  He  disappeared,  and  reteased  me  from  the 
streng  temptation  under  ^ieh  I  laboured,  and  which 
ovged  me  to  stain  with  has  blood  the  place  which  bad 
witnessed  his  cruelty  and  bis  erimes.  I  conveyed  my 
mce  to  my  house,  and  soon  convinced  her  that  I  was 
ber  sincere  friend.  I  inared  ber,  as  if  she  had  been  my 
daagbter,  to  all  our  mootUain  exercises  ;  and  while  she 
esieds  in  these  the  damsels  of  tbe  district,  there  bunt 
torn  her  sneh  sparkles  of  sense  and  courage,  mingled 
with  delicacy,  as  belong  not — 1  must  needs  own  the 
truth^-to  the  simple  maidens  of  these  wild  bUls,  but 
wlisb  of  a  noUer  stem,  and  higher  breeding.  Yet  they 
are  so  happily  mixed  with  simplicii^  and  courtesy,  tbat 
Anne  of  Geierstmn  is  justly  considered  as  the  poide  of 
the  district ;  nor  do  I  doubt  but  that,,  if  sbe  should  make 
*  worthy  choice  of  a  hnsfaaad,  the  state  woi^  assi^  ber 
m  hige  dower  out  of  ber  fadier's  possessions,  nnce  it  is 
not  oar  maxim  to  pmiish  the  child  for  the  faults  of  thie 
parent." 

^*^It  will  naturally  be  jronr  anuous  desire,  my  worthy 
best,"  replied  the  EngUshmao,  "  to  secure  to  your  niecOi 
in  whose  prabes  I  have  deep  cause  to  join  with  a  giatefal 


Digitized 


by  Google 


0otoe,  such  a  stHtsble  tnstch  as  tier  birth  •Bd#xpeelalaoii% 
bnt  above  all  her  merit,  demand.*' 

**  It  is,  my  good  goest,"  said  the  Landanuw 
which  hath  often  oeeupied  mynhoitgbtv.  The  oter-n 
relationship  prohibits  what  wc^d  have  been  ray  mm$ 
earnest  desire,  the  hope  of  seetng  her  werfded  to  one  of 
my  OW1T  sons.  This  jrfomg  man^  Radial]^  Dooncrbuffel, 
is  brave,  and  highty  esteeimd  by  his  fetlow^eitiMiis  ;  TmC 
more  ambitions,  and  more  desiFees  of  distinction,  than  i 
would  desire  for  my  niece's  eompanioo  through  life*  His 
temper  is  violent,  though  his  heart,  1  trust,  is  good*  But 
I  am  Kke  to  be  unpleasantly  ralsased  tfom  all  care  on 
Ais  score,  since  my  brofher,  Kai4ng,  as  it  seemed,  forgot 
ten  Anne  for  seven  years  fl«d  upmrda,  has,  by  a  letter 
which  I  liave  htely  reoetved,  demanded  thai  abe  shall  be 
restored  to  him.— You  c«i  read,  my  worthy  sir,  lor  your 
profession  reouires  it.  See,  here  is  the  scroll,  ooldly 
worded,  but  iar  less  unkmdiy  than  his  wibrotbeily  me** 
SBge  by  Itid  Schreekenwald — Read  k,  I  pray  yWy 
riond.** 

The  merchant  read  aeeon&igly* 

**  Brother — f  thank  you  for  the  eare  you  h«re  tahss 
of  my  daughter,  for  she  has  been  m  safety  when  she 
would  otherwise  have  been  in  peri),  and  kindly  used, 
when  she  would  have  been  in  hardship,  i  now  eotreat 
you  to  restore  her  to  me,  and  trust  that  she  will  coma 
with  the  virtues  wbich  become  a  womai  in  ev^y  staUon, 
tad  a  disposition  to  lay  a^de  the  halnts  of  a  Swiss  in^ 
hger,  for  the  graces  of  a  higb-bom  maid^a.— Adie».  1 
thank  you  once  more  for  your  care,  and  weutd  repm  k 
were  it  in  my  power ;  but  you  need  nofbing  I  can  give, 
having  renounced  the  rank  to  which  ^M'  were  bom,  and 
inade  your  nest  on  the  ground  where  the  storm  passei 
over  you.     I  rest  your  brother,  "  6ais«6TEiir/~ 


» 


**  It  is  addressed  ^  to  Count  AmcJd  of  Geierstein,  eallea 
Arnold  Kederman.'  A  postscript  requh*€S  you  to  send 
the  nciaiden  to  the  court  of  the  Duke  of  Burgandy^P— 
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m  Aims  or  eeisASTcuf. 

This»  good  w,  appears  to  me  the  language  of  a  baagbtjr 
man,  divided  betwixt  the  recollection  of  old  ofl^ce  and 
recent  obligation.  The  speech  of  hb  messenger  was 
that  of  a  malicious  vassal,  desirous  of  venting  his  own 
spite  under  pretence  of  doing  his  lord's  errand." 

'<  I  so  receive  both/'  replied  Arnold  Biederman. 

'*  And  do  yoir  intend/'  continued  the  mercbant^  ^^  to 
i^esign  this  beautiful  and  interesting  creature  to  the  con- 
duct of  her  father,  wilful  as  he  seems  to  be,  without 
knowing  what  his  condition  b,  or  what  his  power  of  pror 
tectmg  her  ?" 

The  Landaroman  hastened  to  reply.  ^*  The  tie  which 
unites  the  parent  to  the  child,  is  the  earliest  and  the  most 
hallowed  that  bbds.the  human  race.  The  difficulty  of. 
her  travelling  in  safety  has  hitherto  prevented  my  at- 
tempting to  carry  my  brother's  instructions  into  execution* 
But  as  I  am  now  likely  to  journey  in  pecson  towards  tfa^ 
court  of  Charles,  I  have  determined  that  Anne  shall  ac- 
company me ;  and  as  I  will  myself  converse  with  my 
brother,  whom  I  have  not  seen  for  many  years,  I  shall 
learn  his  purpose  respecting  hi$  daughter,  and  it  may 
be  I  may  prevail  on  Albert  to  suffer  her  to  remain  under 
my  charge. — ^And  now,  sir,liavmg  told  you  of  my  f^unily 
a&irs  at  some  greater  length  than  was  necessary,  I  mus^ 
crave  your  attention  as.  a  wise  man^  to  what  farther  I  havQ 
to  say.  You  know  the  disposition  which  young  men  and 
women  naturally  have  to  talk,  jest,  and  sport  with  each 
other,  out  of  which  practice  arise  often  more  seriou3 
attachments,  which  they  call  loving  par  amoun,  I 
trust,  if  we  are  to  travel  together,  you  will  so  scliool  your 
young  man  as  to  make  him  aware  that  Anne  of  Geier- 
stein  cannot,  with  propriety  on  her  part^  be  made  tlie 
object  of  his  thoughts  or  attentions." 

The  merchant  coloured  with  resentment,  or  sojnething 
like  it.  '^  I  asked  not  to  joiu  your  company.  Sir  Lan7 
damman — it  was  you  who  requested  mine,"  he  said  ; 
'^  if  my  son  and  I  have  since  become  in  any  respect  tine 
;objects  of  your  suspicion,  we  will  gladly  pursue  our  wiyr 
separately." 
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'^  Nay,  be  not  angry,  worthy  guest/'  said  the  Landam- 
man  ;  '*  we  Switzers  do  not  rashly  harbour  suspicions ; 
tod  that  we  may  not  harbour  them,  we  speak  respecting 
the  circumstances  out  of  which  they  might  arise,  more 
plainly    than   is  the  wont  of  more  civilized  countries 
When  I  proposed  to  you  to  be  my  companion  on  the 
journey,  to  speak  the  truth,  though  it  may  displease  a 
father's  ear,  I  regarded  your  son  as  a  soft,  faint-hearted 
youth,    who  was,  as  yet  at  least,  too  timid  and  milky- 
blooded    to   attract   either  respect  or  regard  from  the 
maidens.     But  a  few  hours  have  presented  him  to  us  in 
the  character  of  such  a  one  as  is  sure  to  interest  them. 
He  has   accomplished  the  emprise   of  the  bow,   long 
thought   unattainable,  and  with  which  a  popular  report 
connects  an  idle  prophecy.     He  has  wit  to  make  verses, 
and  knows  doubtless  how  to  recommend  himself  by  other 
accomplishments  which  bind  young  persons  to  each  other, 
though   they  are  lightly  esteemed  by  men  whose  beards 
are  mixed   with  grey,  like  yours,  friend  merchant,  and 
mine  own.     Now,  you  must  be  aware,  that  since  my 
brother  broke  terms  with  me,  simply  for  preferring  the 
fireedom  of  a  Swiss  citizen  to^he  tawdry  and  servile  con- 
dition of  a  German  courtier,  he  will  not  approve  of  any 
one  looking  towards  his  daughter  who  hath  not  the  ad- 
vantage of  noble  blood,  or  who  hath,  what  he  would  call, 
debased  himself  by  attention  to  merchandise,  to  the  cul- 
tivation of  land — in  a  word,  to  any  art  that  is  useful. 
Should  your  son  love  Anne  of  Geierstein,  he  prepares 
for  himself  danger  and  disappointment.     And,  now  you 
know  the  whole, — I  ask  you.  Do  we  travel  together  or 
ij^art  r 

"  Even  as  ye  list,  my  worthy  host,"  said  Philipson,  in 
an  indifierent  tone ;  '^  for  me,  I  can  but  say  that  such  an 
attachment  as  you  speak  of  would  be  as  contrary  to  my 
wishes  as  to  those  of  your  brother,  or  what  I  suppose  are 
your  own.  Arthur  Philipson  has  duties  to  perform  totally 
inconsistent  with  his  playing  the  gentle  bachelor  to  any 
maiden  in  Switzerland,  take  Germany  to  boot,  whethei 
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of  lugh  or  low  degree.  He  b  an  obedient  son^  besidss— 
bath  never  seriously  disobeyed  my  commands,  and  I  will 
bave  ao  eye  upon  his  motions." 

<'  Enough,  my  friend,"  said  the  Landaminan  ,  '^  we 
travel  together,  then,  and  I  willingly  keep  my  original 
purpose,  being  both  pleased  and  instructed  by  your  dis- 
course." 

Then  changing  the  conversation,  be  began  to  ask 
whether  his  acquaintance  thought  that  the  league  entered 
into  by  the  King  of  England  and  the  Duke  of  Burgundy 
would  continue  stable.  "  We  bear  much,"  continued 
the  Swiss^  ^^  of  the  immense  army  with  which  Kbg  Ed"- 
ward  proposes  the  recovery  of  the  English  dominions  in 
France." 

"  I  am  well  aware^"  said  Philipson, ''  that  nothing  can 
be  so  popular  in  my  country  as  tl^  invasion  of  France, 
and  the  attempt  to  reconquer  Normandy,  Maine,  and 
Gascony,  the  ancient  appanages  of  our  English  crown* 
But  1  greatly  doubt  whether  the  voluptuous  usurper,  who 
now  calk  himself  king,  will  be  graced  by  Heaven  .with 
success  m  such  an  adventure.  This  Fourth  Edward  i$ 
brave  indeed,  and  has  gained  every  battle  in  which  he 
drew  his  sword,  and  tbey  nave  been  many  in  number. 
But  since  he  reached,  through  a  bloody  path,  to  th^ 
summit  of  h'ls  ambition,  he  has  shown  bimself  rather  a 
sensual  debaucliee  than  a  valiant  knight ;  and  it  is  my 
&rm  belief,  that  not  even  the  chance  of  recovering  all  the 
fair  dominions  which  were  lost  during  the  civil  wars  elicit- 
ed by  his  ambitious  house,  will  tempt  him  to  exchange 
the  soSl  beds  of  London,  with  sheets  of  silk  and  pillows 
of  down,  and  the  music  of  a  dying  lute  to  lull  him  4b 
rest,  ibr  the  turf  of  France  and  the  reveUle  of  an  alarm 
trumpet." 

'<  It  is  the  better  for  us  should  it  prove  so,"  said  the 
Landamman }  '^  for.  if  Ejagland  and  Burgundy  were  to 
dismember  France,  as  in  our  father's  days  was  nearly 
accomplbhed,  Duke  Charles  would  then  bave  leisure  to 
exhaust  his  long-hoarded  vengeance  against  our  con 
federacy." 
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As  they  conversed  thus,  they  attabed  once  more  the 
lawn  in  front  of  Arnold  Biedennan's  mansion,  where  the 
contention  of  the  young  men  had  given  place  to  thr 
dance  performed  by  the  young  persons  of  both  sexes. 
The  dance  was  led  by  Anne  of  Geierstein,  and  the  youth- 
ful stranger ;  which,  akhough  it  was  the  most  natural 
arrangement,  where  tlie  one  was  a  guest,  and  the  other 
represented  the  mistress  of  the  family,  occasioned  the 
Landamman's  exchanging  a  glance  with  the  elder  Philip- 
son,  as  if  it  had  held  some  relation  to  the  suspicions  he 
bad  recently  expressed. 

But  so  soon  as  her  unde  and  his  elder  guest  appMrtd, 
Anne  of  Geierstein  took  the  earliest  opportimity  of  a 
pause  to  break  off  the  dance,  and  to  enter  into  eonvena- 
tion  with  her  kinsman,  as  if  on  the  domestic  tflairs  under 
her  attendance.  Philipson  observed,  that  his  host  listen- 
ed seriously  to  his  niece's  communication  ;  md  nodding  in 
his  frank  manner,  seemed  to  intimate  that  her  request 
should  receive  a  favourable  consideration. 

The  &mily  were  presently  afterwards  summoned  to 
attend  the  evening  meal,  which  consisted  chiefty  of  the 
excellent  fish  afforded  by  the^netghbourmg  streams  and 
lakes.  A  large  cup,  containing  what  was  called  the 
sehlaf'tmnky  or  sleeping  drink,  then  went  round,  wMeb 
was  first  quaffed  by  the  master  of  the  hoosehold,  then 
modestly  tasted  by  the  maiden,  next  pledged  by  thw  two 
strangers,  and  finally  emptied  by  the  rest  of  the  eompany. 
Such  were  then  the  sober  man«>ers  of  the  Swiss,  after- 
wntfs  much  corrupted  by  their  hitercooise  with  mcnre 
luxurious  regions.  The  guests  were  conducted  to  the 
sfeeptng  apartments,  where  Philipson  and  young  Artbut 
occupied  the  same  couch,  and  shortly  after  the  whol« 
inhabitants  of  the  household  were  locked  in  sound  repoae 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

'When  we  two  meet,  we  meet  like  rushing  tonents  | 
Like  warriug  winds,  like  flames  from  various  points. 
That  mate  each  other's  fury-- there  is  nought 
Of  elemental  strife,  were  fiends  to  guide  it, 
Can  match  the  wrath  of  man. 

Frenaui>. 

The  elder  of  our  two  travellers,  though  a  strong  man 
and  familiar  with  fatigue,  slept  sounder  and  longer  than 
usual  on  the  morning  which  was  now  beginning  to  dawn, 
but  his  son  Arthur  had  that  upon  his  mind  which  early 
interrupted  his  repose.  ^ 

The  encounter  with  the  bold  Switzer,  a  chosen  man  o( 
a  renowned  race  of  warriors,  was  an  engagement,  which, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  period  in  which  he  lived,  was  not 
to  be  delayed  or  broken.  He  left  his  father's  side,  avoid- 
ing as  much  as  possible  the  risk  of  disturbing  him,  though 
even  in  that  case  the  circumstance  would  not  have  ex- 
cited any  attention,  as  he  was  in  the  habit  of  rising  early,  • 
in  older  to  make  preparations  for  the  day's  journey,  to 
see  that  the  guide  was  on  his  duty,  and  that  the  mule 
had  his  provender,  and  to  discharge  similar  offices  which 
might  otherwise  have  given  trouble  to  his  father.  The 
old  man,  however,  fatigued  with  the  exertions  of  the  pre- 
ceding day,  slept,  as  we  have  said,  more  soundly  than 
his  wont,  and  Arthur,  arming  himself  with  his  good  sword, 
sallied  out  to  the  lawn  in  front  of  the  Landamman^ 
dwelling,  amid  the  magic  dawn  of  a  beautiful  harvest 
morning  in  the  Swiss  mountains. 

The  sun  was  just  about  to  kiss  the  top  of  the  most 
gigantic  of  that  race  of  Titans,  though  the  long  shadows 
still  lay  on  the  rough  grass,  which  crisped  under  the 
young  man's  feet  with  a  strong  intimation  of  frost.  But 
Arthur  looked  not  round  on  the  landscape,  however 
■ovely,  which  lay  waiting  one  flash  from  the  orb  of  day 


Digitized 


by  Google 


▲HUB  OV  OBIttMTBIir«  «  St 

to  start  into  bifllkuat  existence.  He  drew  the  belt  of  his 
trusty  sword  which  he  was  in  the  act  of  festening  when 
he  left  the  house,  and  ere  &e  had  secured  the  buckle^  he 
was  many  paces  on  his  way  towards  the  place  where  he 
was  to  use  it. 

It  was  still  the  custom  of  that  military  period,  to  re- 
gard a  summons  to  combat  as  a  sacred  engagementt 
preferable  to  all  others  which  could  be  formed  ;  and 
stiflbg  whatever  inward  feelings  of  reluctance  Nature 
might  oppose  to  the  dictates  of  fashion,  the  step  of  a 
gallant  to  the  place  of  encounter  was  required  to  be  as 
free  and  ready,  as  if  he  had^  been  going  to  a  bridal.  I 
do  not  know  whether  this  alacrity  was  altogether  real  on 
the  part  of  Arthur  Philipson ;  but  if  it  were  otherwise, 
neither  his  look  nor  pace  betrayed  the  secret. 

Having  hastily  traversed  the  fields  and  groves  which 
separated  the  Landamman's  residence  from  the  old.  castle 
of  Geierstein,  he  entered  the  court-yard  from  the  side 
where  the  castle  overlooked  the  land }  and  nearly  b  the 
same  instant  his  almost  gigantic  antagonist,  who  looked 
yet  more  tall  and  burly  by  tlie  pale  morning  light  than 
he  had  seemed  the  preceding  evening,  appeared  ascend- 
ing  from  the  precarious  bridge  beside  the  torrent,  having 
reached  Geierstein  by  a  different  route  from  that  pursued 
by  the  Elnglishman. 

The  young  champion  of  Berne  had  hanging  along  his 
back  one  of  those  huge  two-handed  swords,  the  blade  of 
which  n>ea3ured  five  feet,  and  which  were  wielded  with 
both  hands.  These  were  almost  universally  used  by  the 
Swiss ;  for,  besides  the  impression  which  such  weapons 
WQie  calculated  to  make  upon  the  array  of  the  German 
men-at-arms,  whose  armour  was  impenetrable  to  lighter 
swords,  they  were  also  well  calculated  to  defend  moun- 
tain passes,  where  the  great  bodily  strength  and  agiUty 
of  those  who  bore  them,  enabled  the  combatants,  in  spite 
*  of  their  weight  and  length,  to  use  them  with  much  ad- 
dress and  effect.  One  of  these  gigantic  swords  hung 
round  Rudolph  Donnerhugel's  neck,  the  point  rattling 
against  his  heel,  and  the  handle  extending  itself  over  hia 
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teft  shottMer,  considerably  above  fans  bead*     He  curie^ 
another  in  tns  hand. 

<<  Thou  art  punctual,"  he  called  out  to  Arthur  Phili|^ 
son,  in  a  voice  which  was  distinctly  heard  above  the  roar 
of  the  waterfall,  which  it  seemed  to  rival  in  sullen  force. 
^  But  I  judged  thou  wouldst  oorne  without  a  two-handed 
sword.  There  is  my  kinsman  Ernest's,"  he  said,  throwr- 
ing  on  the  ground  the  weapon  which  he  carried,  with  the 
hilt  towards  thte  young  Englishman.  ^*  Look,  stranger, 
that  thou  disgrace  it  not,  for  my  kinsman  will  never  for* 
give  me  if  thou  dost.  Or  thou  mayst  have  mine  if  thou 
fikest  it  better." 

The  Englishman  looked  at  the  weapon  with  some  sur- 
prise, to  the  use  of  which  he  was  totally*  unaccustomed. 

**  The  challenger,"  he  said,  *^  in  all  countries  vfhere 
honour  is  known,  accepts  the  arms  of  the  challenged." 

**  He  who  fights  on  a  Swiss  mountain,  fights  witb  a 
Swiss  brand,"  answered  Rudolph.  « Think  you  our 
bands  are  made  to  handle  penknives  ?" 

**  Nor  are  ours  made  to  wield  scythes,"  said  Arthur ; 
and  muttered  betwixt  his  teeth,  as  he  looked  at  the  sword, 
which  the  Swiss  continued  to  ofler  him — <<  Ustm  nan 
habeo,  I  have  not  proved  the  weapon." 

**  Do  you  repent  the  bargain  you  have  made  ?"  said 
the  Swiss ;  '<  if  so,  cry  craven,  and  return  in  safety. 
Speak  plainly,  instead  of  prattling  Latin  like  a  clerk  or 
a  shaven  monk." 

"  No,  proud  man,"  replied  the  Englishman,  "  I  ask 
thee  no  forbearance.  I  thought  but  of  a  combat  between 
a  shepherd  and  a  giant,  in  which  God  gave  the  victory  to 
him  who  had  worse  odds  of  weapons  than  falls  to  m3yof 
to-day.  I  will  fight  as  I  stand  ;  my  own  good  sword 
shall  serve  my  need  now,  as  it  has  done  before." 

^*  Content  ! — But  blame  n^f,  me  who  oflTered  thee 
equality  of  weapons,"  said  the  mountaineer.  <'  And  now 
hear  me.  This  is  a  fight  for  life  or  death — yon  watei-^ 
fell  sounds  the  alarum  for  our  dbnflict. — ^Yes,  old  bel- 
lower,"  he  continued,  looking  back,  '^  it  is  long  since 
thou  hast  heard  the  noise  of  battle ; — and  look  at  it  ere 
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Ire  begb,  stranger,  tar  if  yoo  M,  I  will  oommk  tout 
body  to  ks  waters." 

<'  And  if  thou  fall'st,  proud  Swiss,"  answered  Arthur, 
^  as  weU  I  trust  thy  presumption  leads  to  destruction,  I 
win  have  thee  buried  in  tlie  church  at  Einsiedlen,  where 
the  priests  shall  sing  masses  fer  thy  soul — thy  two-handed 
sword  shall  be  displayed  above  thy  grave,  and  a  scroll 
shall  tell  the  passenger,  Here  lies  a  bear's  cub  of  Berne, 
slain  by  Arthur  tlie  Englishman." 

"  The  stone  is  not  in  Switzerland,  rocky  as  it  is,"  said 
Rudolph,  scornfully,  <<  th«t  shall  bear  that  inscription. 
Prepare  thyself  for  batde." 

The  Englishman  cast  a  calm  and  deliberate  glance 
around  the  scene  of  action — ^a  court*yard,  partly  open, 
partly  mcumbered  with  ruins,  in  less  and  larger  masses. 

'^.Methinks,"  said   he  to  himself,  *'  a  master  of  his^ 
weapon,  with  the  instructions  of  Bottaferma  of  Florence 
in  bis  remembrance,  a  light  heart,  a  good  blade,  a  firm  hand, 
and  a  Just  cause,  might  make  up  a  worse  odds  than  two 
feet  of  steel." 

Thinking  thus,  and  imprinting  on  his  mind,  as  much 
as  the  time  would  permit,  eyery  circumstance  of  the  lo- 
cality around  him  which  promised  advantage  in  the  com- 
bat, and  taking  his  station  in  the  middle  of  the  court- 
yard where  the  ground  was  entirely  clear,  he  flung  his 
cloak  from  him,  and  drew  his  sword. 

Rudolph  had  at  first  believed  that  his  foreign  antago- 
nist was  an  effeminate  youth,  who  would  be  swept  from 
before  him  at  the  first  flourish  of  his  tremendous  weapon* 
But  the  firm  and  watchful  attitude  assumed  by  the  young 
man,  reminded  the  Swiss  of  the  deficiencies  of  his  own 
unwieldy  implement,  and  made  him  determine  to  avoid 
any  precipitation  which  might  give  advantage  to  an  ene- 
my who  seemed  bot|Hkng  and  vigilant.  He  unsheath- 
ed his  huge  sword,  b^Riwing  it  over  the  left  shoulder, 
an  operation  which  required  some  little  time,  and  might 
have  oflered  formidable  advantage  to  his  antagonist,  had 
Arthur's  sense  of  honour  p^tnitted  him  to  begin  the  at- 
tack ere  it  was  completed.    The  Englishman  remained 
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finn,  however,  until  the  Sw»s,  dia^ilayuig  his  bright  brand 
to  the  morning  sun,  made  three  or  four  floarishes  as  if  td 
prove  its  weight,  and  the  fibcility  with  which  he  wielded 
it — then  stood  6nn  within  sword-stroke  of  his  adversary, 
grasping  his  weapon  with  both  hands,  and  advancing  it  a 
httle  before  his  body,  with  the  blade  pointed  straight  up* 
wards.  The  Englishman,  on  the  contrary,  carried  his 
sword,  in  one  hand,  holding  it  across  his  face  in  a  horizon- 
tal position,  so  as  to  be  at  cmce  ready  to  strike,  thrust,  or 
parry. 

<<  Strike,  Englishman  !'*  said  the  Switzer,  after  they 
had  confronted  each  other  in  this  manner  for  about  a 
minute. 

<<  The  longest  sword  should  strike  first,"  said  Arthur ; 
and  the  words  had  not  left  his  mouth  when  the  Swiss 
sword  rose,  and  descended  with  a  rapidity  which,  the 
^weight  and  size  of  the  weapon  considered,  appeared  por- 
tentous. No  parry,  however  dexterously  interposed, 
could  have  baffled  the  ruinous  descent  of  that  dreadful 
weapon,  by  which  the  champion  of  Berne  had  hoped  at 
once  to  begin  the  battle  and  end  it.  But  young  Philip- 
son  had  not  over-estimated  the  justice  of  his  own  eye,  or 
the  activity  of  his  limbs.  Ere  the  blade  descended,  a 
sudden  spring  to  one  side  carried  him  from  beneath  its 
heavy  sway,  and  before  the  Swiss  could  again  raise  his 
sword  aloft,  he  received  a  wound,  though  a  slight  one, 
upon  the  left  arm.  Irritated  at  the  failure  and  at  the 
wound,  the  Switzer  heaved  up  his  sword  once  more,  and/ 
availing  himself  of  a  strength  corresponding  to  his  size, 
he  discharged  towards  his  adversary  a  succession  of  blows, 
downngnt,  athwart,  nonzontal,  and  from  left  to  right, 
with  such  surprising  strength  and  velocity,  that  it  required 
all  the  address  of  the  young  Englishman,  by  parrying,  shift- 
ing, eluding,  or  retreating,  to  evadjjjftkorm,  of  which  every 
individual  blow  seemed  sufficiei^|^leave  a  solid  rock 
The  Englishman  was  compelled  to  Jiy'e  ground,  now  back- 
wards, now  swerving  to  the  one  side  or  the  other,  now 
availing  himself  of  the  fragments  of  the  ruins,  but  watch- 
mg  all  the  while,  with  the  utmost  composure,  the  mo- 
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ment  when  the  strength  of  his  enraged  enemy  might 
become  somewhat  exhausted,  or  when  by  some  improvi- 
dent or  furious  blow  he  might  again  lay  himself  open  to 
a  close  attack.  The  latter  of  these  advantages  had 
nearly  occurred,  for  in  the  middle  of  his  headlong  charge, 
the  Switzer  stumbled  over  a  large  stone  concealed  among 
the  long  grass,  and  ere  he  could  recover  himself,  re- 
ceived a  severe  blow  across  the  head  firom  his  antagonist. 
It  lighted  upon  his  bonnet,  the  lining  of  which  enclosed 
a  small  steel  cap,  so  that  he  escaped  unwounded,  and 
springing  up,  renewed  the  battle  with  unabated  hiry, 
though  it  seemed  to  the  young  Englishman  with  breath 
somewhat  short,  and  blows  dealt  with  more  caution. 

They  were  still  contending  with  equal  fortune,  when  a 
stem  voice,  rising  over  the  clash  of  swords,  as  well  as  the 
roar  of  waters,  called  out  in  a  commanding  tone,  '<  On 
your  lives,  forbear !" 

The  two  combatants  sunk  the  points  of  their  swords, 
not  very  sorry  perhaps  for  the  interruption  of  a  strife 
which  must  otherwise  have  had  a  deadly  termination. 
They  looked  round,  and  the  Landamman  stood  before 
them,  with  anger  frowning  on  his  broad  and  expressive 
forehead. 

"  How  now,  boys  !"  he  said  ;  "  are  you  guests  of  Ar- 
nold Biederman,  and  do  you  dishonour  his  house  by  acts 
of  violence  more  becoming  the  wolves  of  the  mountains, 
than  beings  to  whom  the  great  Creator  has  given  a  form 
after  his  own  likeness,  and  an  immortal  soul  to  be  saved 
by  penance  and  repentance  ?" 

'^  Arthur,"  said  the  elder  Philipson,  who  had  come  up 
at  the  same  time  with  their  host,  <^  what  frenzy  is  this  ? 
Are  your  duties  of  so  light  and  heedless  a  nature,  as  to 
give  time  and  place  for  quarrels  and  combats  with  every 
idle  boor  who  chances  Ho  be  boastful  at  once  and  bull- 
headed  ?" 

The  young  men,  whose  strife  had  ceased  at  the  en- 
trance of  these  unexpected  spectators,  stood  looking  at 
each  other,  and  resting  on  theur  swords. 

9      VOL.    I. 
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<*  Rudolph  Donnerhugel,"  said  the  Landaunman,  <*  give 
thy  sword  to  me — to  me,  the  owner  of  this  ground,  the 
master  of  this  family,  and  magistrate  of  the  canton." 

'<  And  which  is  more,"  answered  Rudolph,  submissive* 
ly,  "  to  you  who  are  Arnold  Biederman,  at  whose  conn-^ 
mand  every  native  of  these  mountains  draws  his  sword 
or  sheathes  it." 

He  gave  his  two-handed  sword  to  the  Landamman. 

**  Now, 'by  my  honest  word,"  said  Biederman,  "  it  is 
the  same  with  which  thy  father  Stephen  fought  so  gk>» 
riously  at  Sempach,  abreast  with  the  famous  De  Winkel* 
ried  1  Shame  it  is,  that  it  should  be  drawn  on  a  help-* 
less  stranger. — And  you,  young  sir,"  continued  the  Swiss, 
addressing  Arthur,  while  his  father  said  at  the  same 
time,  '^  Young  man,  yield  up  your  sword  to  tlie  La&dam* 
mai\." 

"  It  shall  not  need,  sir,"-replied  the  yoimg  English* 
man,  ^'  since,  for  my  part,  I  bold  our  strife  at  an  end. 
This  gallant  gentleman  called  me  hither,  on  a  trial,  as  1 
conceive,  of  courage  :  I  can  give  my  unqualified  testis 
mony  to  his  gallantry  and  swordmanship  ;  and  as  I  trust 
be  will  say  nc^hing  to  the  shame  of  my  manhood,  I  think 
our  strife  has  lasted  long  enough  for  the  purpose  which 
gave  rise  to  it."  ^ 

"  Too  long  for  me,"  said  Rudolph,  frankly ;  "  die 
green  sleeve  of  my  doublet,  which  I  wore  of  that  colour 
out  of  my  love  to  the  Forest  Cantons,  is  now  stained  into 
%&  dirty  a  crimson  as  could  have  been  done  by  any  dyer 
in  Ypres  or  Ghent.  But  I  heartily  forgive  the  brave 
stranger  who  has  spoiled  my  jerkin,  and  given  its  master 
a  lesson  he  will  not  soon  forget.  Had  all  Englishmeo 
been  like  your  guest,  worthy  kinsman,  methinks  the 
mound  at  Buttisholz  had  hardly  risen  so  high." 

^'  Cousin  Rudolph,"  said  the  Landamman,  smoothing 
his  brow  as  his  kinsman  spoke,  "  I  have  ever  thought 
thee  as  generous  as  thou  art  hairbrained  and  quarrelsome ; 
and  you,  my  young  guest,  may  rely,  that  when  a  Swiss 
says  the  quarrel  is  over,  there  is  no  chance  of  its  bemg 
renewed.     We  are  not  like  the  men  of  the  valleys  to  the 
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Mstwud,  who  Dune  revenge  afl  if  it  weie  m  frvourita 
ehikl.  And  now,  join  bands,  my  ohildren,  and  let  us 
forget  this  foolish  feud." 

^  Here  is  my  hand,  brave  stranger/'  said  Donnerbu* 
gel ;  *'  thou  hast  taught  me  a  trick  of  fence,  and  wbea 
we  have  bixdcen  our  fast,  we  wiU,  bj  your  leave,  to  the 
forest,  where  I  will  teach  you  a  trick  of  woodcraft  in  re* 
turn.  When  your  foot  bath  half  the  experience  of  your 
hand,  and  your  eye  hatb  gained  a  portbn  of  the  steadi- 
ness of  your  heart,  you  will  not  find  meny  hunters  to 
match  you." 

Arthur,  with  all  the  ready  confidence  of  youth,  readily 
embraced  a  proposition  so  frankly  made,  and  before  they 
reached  the  house,  various  subjects  of  sport  were  eageily 
discussed  between  them,  with  as  much  cordiality  as  tf  no 
disturbance  of  their  concord  had  taken  place. 

*^  Now  this,"  said  the  Landamman,  <^  is  as  it  should 
be.     I  am  ever  ready  to  forgive  the  headlong  impetu*'^ 
osity  of  our  youth,  if  they  will  be  but  manly  and  open 
m  their  reconciliation,  and  bear  their  heart  on  their  tongue, 
as  a  true  Swiss  should."  , 

"  These  two  youths  had  made  but  wild  work  of  it, 
however,"  said  Philipson,  "  had  not  your  care,  my  worthy 
host,  learned  of  their  rendezvous,  and  called  me  to  assist 
in  breaking  their  purpose.  May  I  ask  how  it  came  to 
your  knowledge  so  opportunely  ?" 

"  It  was  e'en  through  means  of  my  domestic  fiiiry," 
answered  Arnold  Biederman,  *^  who  seems  bom  for  the 
good  luck  of  my  family,*— I  mean  my  niece,  Anne,  who 
had  observed  a  glove  exchanged  betwixt  the  two  young 
braggadocios,  and  heard  them  mention  Geierstein  and 
break  of  day.  O,  sir,  it  is  hiiich  to  see  a  woman's  sharp* 
ness  of  wit !  it  would  have  been  long  enough  ere  any  of 
my  thick-headed  sons  had  shown  themselves  so  appre- 
hensive." 

'^  I  think  1  see  our  propitious  protectress  peeping  at  us 
.rom  yonder  high  ground,"  said  Philipson  |  *^  but  it  seems 
as  if  she  would  willingly  observe  us  without  bebg  seen 
in  return* 
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*^  Ay,"  said  the  Landammaii,  "  she  has  been  ^lookiDg 
out  to  see  that  there  has  been  no  hurt  done  ;  and  now,  I 
warrant  me,  the  foolish  girl  is  ashamed  of  having  shown 
such  a  laudable  degree  of  interest  in  a  matter  of  the 
land." 

"  Methinks,"  said  the  Englishman,  "  I  would  willingly 
reftum  my  thanks,  in  your  presence,  to  the  fair  maiden  to 
whom  I  hay©  been  so  highly  indebted." 

"  There  can  be  no  better  time  than  the  present,"  said 
the  Laadamman ;  and  he  sent  through  the  groves  the 
maiden's  name,  in  one  of  those  shrilly  accented  tones 
which  we  have  already  noticed. 

Anne  of  Geierstein>  as  Philipdon  had  before  observed, 
was  stationed  upon  a  knoll  at  some  distance,  and  con- 
cealed, as  she  thought,  from  notice,  by  a  screen  of  brush* 
wood.  She  started  at  her  uncle's  summons,  therefore, 
but  presently  obeyed  it ;  and  avoiding  the  young  men, 
^''wbo  passed  on  foremost,  she  joined  the  Landamnian  an«l 
Philipson,  by  a  circuitous  path  through  the  woods. 

'^  My  worthy  friend  and  guest  would  speak  with  yoiu 
Anne,"  said  the  Landamman,  so  soon  as  the  morning 
greeting  had  been  exchanged.  The  Swiss  maiden  col- 
oured over  brow  as  well  as  cheek,  when  Philipson,  with 
a  grace  which  seemed  beyond  his  calling,  addressed  her 
in  these  words : — 

<<  It  happens  sometimes  to  us  merchants,  my  fair  young 
friend,  that  we  are  unlucky  enough  not  to  possess  means 
for  the  instant  defraying  of  our  debts  ;  but  he  is  justly 
held  amongst  us  as  the  meanest  of  mankind  who  does  not 
acknowledge  them.  Accept,  therefore,  the  thanks  of  a 
father,  whose  son  your  courage,  only  yesterday,  saved 
fit>m  destruction,  and  whom  your  prudence  has,  this  very 
morning,  rescued  from  a  great  danger.  And  grieve  me 
not,  by  refusing  to  wear  these  ear-rings,"  he  added,  pro- 
ducing a  small  jewel-case,  which  he  opened  as  he  spoke ; 
"  they  are,  it  is  true,  only  of  pearls,  but  they  have  not 
been  thought  unworthy  the  ears  of  a  countess" 

"  And  must,  therefore,"  sud  the  old  Landamman, 
*  show  misplaced  on  the  person  of  a  Swiss  maiden  of 
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(Jnterwalden  ;  far  such  and  no  more  is  mj  neioe  Anae 
while  she  resides  in  my  solitude.  Metbinks,  good  Mtslef 
Philipson,  you  display  less  than  your  usual  judgment  m 
matching  the  quality  of  your  gifts  with  the  rank  of  her 
on  whom  they  are  bestowed — as  a  mercbanty  toO|  ycNi 
should  remember  that  large  guerdons  will  lighten  your 
gains." 

^<  Liet  me  crave  your  pardon,  my  good  host,'''  answet« 
ed  the  Englishman,  ^*  while  I  reply,  that  at  least  I  ba¥«i 
consulted  my  own  senste  of  the  obligation  under  wbicb  I 
labour,  and  have  chosen,  out  of  what  I  have  at  my  free 
disposal,  that  which  I  thought  might  best  express  it.  I 
trust  the  host  whom  I  have  found  hitherto  so  kind,  will 
not  prevent  this  young  maiden  from  accepting  what  is  at 
least  not  unbecoming  the  rank  she  is  bom  to ;  and  you 
will  judge  me  unjustly  if  you  think  me  capable  of  doing 
either  myself  or  you  the  wrong,  of  offering  any  token  of 
a  value  beyond  what  I  can  well  spare." 

The  Landamman  took  the  jewel-case  into  his  own 
hand. 

'^  I  have  ever  set  my  countenance,''  he  said,  '^  againsi 
gaudy  gems,  which  are  leading  us  daily  further  astray 
fr€»n  the  simplicity  of  our  fathers  and  mothers. — And 
yet,"  he  added,  with  a  good-humoured  smile,  and  holding 
one  of  the  ear-rings  close  to  his  relation's  face,  ^*  the  or- 
naments do  set  off  the  wench  rarely,  and  they  say  girb 
have  morie  pleasure  in  wearing  such  toys  than  grey-haired 
men  can  comprehend.  Wherefore,  dear  Axme,  as  thou 
hast  deserved  a  dearer  trust  in  a  greater  matter,  I  refer 
thee  entirely  to  thine  own  wisdom,  to  accept  of  our  good 
friend's  costly  present,  and  wear  it  or  not  as  thou  think- 
est  fit." 

'^  Since  such  is  your  pleasure,  my  best  friend  and  kins* 
man,"  said  the  young  maiden,  blushing  as  she  spoke,  ''  I 
will  not  give  pain  to  our  valued  guest,  by  refusing  what 
he  desires  so  earnestly  that  I  should  accept ;  but  by  his 
leave,  good  uncle,  and  yours,  I  will  bestow  these  splendid 
ear-rings  on  the  shrine  of  our  Lady  of  Emsiedlin,  to  ex- 

9*       VOL.    1. 
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Eres8  ottr  general  gratkude  lohet  prottctkg  favotir»  whick 
as  been  around  us  in  the  tsnrf»rs  of  yesterday's  storm, 
and  the  akroia  (^  thb  morning's  discord." 

<'  By  Our  Lady,  the  wench  speaks  sensibly  1"  said  the 
Landamman  ;  ^<  and  her  wisdom  has  applied  the  bounty 
weJl,  my  good  guest^  to  bespeak  prayers  for  thy  kmily 
and  mine,  and  for  the  general  peace  of  Unterwaldeo.— 
Gk>  to,  Anne,  thou  shah  have  a  necklace  ^  jet  at  next 
•bearing-feast,  if  our  fleeces  bear  any  price  in  the 
anarket."  t 


CHAPTER  VII. 

Let  him  wbo  will  not  profTer'd  peace  receive, 
B9  sated  wiUi  the  plagues  which  war  can  give ; 
And  well  thy  hatred  of  the  peace  is  known, 
If  now  thy  soal  reject  the  friendship  shown. 

HooL£'8  Tas9<t. 

The  confidence  betwixt  tl)e  l^andairunan  and  ibe 
English  merchant  appeared  to  increase  during  the  course 
of  a  few  busy  days,  which  occurred  before  that  appoint** 
ed  for  the  commencement  of  their  journey  to  the  court 
of  Charies  of  Burgondy.  The  state  of  Europe,  and  of 
the  Helvetian  Con^deracy,  has  been  already  alluded  to  ; 
but,  for  the  distinct  explanation  of  our  story,  may  be 
here  briefly  recapitulated. 

In  the  interval  of  a  week,  whilst  the  English  travellers 
remained  at  Geierstein,  meetings  or  diets  were  held,  as 
well  of  the  City  Cantons  of  the  confederacy,  as  of  those 
of  the  Forest.  The  fonner,  aggrieved  by  the  taxes  im- 
posed on  their  commerce  by  the  Duke  of  Burgundy, 
rendered  yet  more  intolerable  by  the  violence  of  the 
agents  whom  he  employed  in  such  oppression,  were  eager 
for  war,  in  which  they  bad  hitherto  uniicnmly  found  vic- 
tory and  wealth.     Many  of  them  were  also  privately 
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Bstigated  to  arms  by  tbe  largesses  of  Louis  XI.,  who 
spared  aeitfaer  intrigues  nor  gold  to  efiect  a  breach  be- 
twixt these  dauntless  confederates  and  his  formidable 
enemy,  Charles  the  Bold. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  were  many  reasoDs  whiefa 
appeared  to  render  it  impolitic  for  the  Switzers  to  engage 
in  war  with  one  of  the  most  wealthy,  most  obstmate,  and 
most  powerful  princes  in  Europe,— for  such  unquestion* 
ably  was  Charles  of  Burgundy, — ^without  the  exbtence 
of  some  strong  reason  afecting  their  honour  own  and  inde* 
pendence.     Every  day  brought  fresh  intelligence  from 
the  interior,  that  Edward  the  Fourth  of  England  bad 
entered  into  a  strict  and  intimate  alliance,  ofl^sivc  and 
defensive,  with  the  Duke  of  Burgundy,  and  that  it  was 
the  purpose  of  the  English  King,  renowned  for  bis  -nu* 
merous  victories  over  the  rival   House  of  Lancaster,  by 
which,  after  various  reverses,  he  had  obtained  undisputed 
possession  of  the  throne,  to  re-assert  his  claims  to  those 
provinces  of  France,  so  long  held  by  his  ancestors.     It 
seemed  as  if  this  alone  were  wanting  to  his  fiime,  and 
that,  having  subdued  his  internal  enemies,  he  now  turned 
tus  eyes  to  the  regaining  of  those  rich  and  valuable  for* 
rign  possessions  which  had  been  lost  during  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  feeble  Henry  VI.  and  the  civil  discords  so 
dreadfully  prosecuted  in  the  wars  of  the  White  and  Red 
Roses.     It  was  universally  known,  that  throughout  Eng- 
land generally,  the  loss  of  the  French  provinces  was  felt 
as  a  national  degradation  ;  and  that  not  only  the  nobility, 
who  had  in  consequence  been  deprived  of  the  large  fiefs 
which  they  had  held  in  Normandy,  Gascony,  IMaine,  and 
Anjou,  but  the  warlike  gentry,  accustomed  to  gain  both 
fiumie  and  wealth  at  the  expense  of  France,  and  the  fiery 
yeomanry,  whose  bows  had  decided  so  many  fatal  battles, 
were  as  eager  to  renew  the  conflict,  as  their  ancestors  of 
Cressy,  Poitiers,  and  Agincourt,  had  been  to  follow  theii 
Jovereign  to  the  fields  of  victory,  on  which  their  deeds 
had  conferred  deathless  renown. 

The  latest  and  most  authentic  intelligence  bore,  that 
the  King  of  England  was  on  the  point  of  passing  to 


Digitized 


by  Google 


104  kVWE.    or    OGIERSTEIM. 

Prance  in  person,  (an  invasion  rendered  easy  by  his  posr- 
session  of  Calais  J  with  an  anny  superior  in  numbers  and 
discipline  to  any  with  which  an  English  monarch  had 
ever  before  entered  that  kingdom ;  that  all  the  hostile 
preparations  were  completed,  and  that  the  arrival  of  Ed- 
ward might  instantly  be  expected  ,  whilst  the  powerful 
co-operation  of  the  Duke  of  Burgundy,  and  the  assist- 
ance of  numerous  disaffected  French  noblemen  in  the 
provinces  which  had  been  so  long  under  the  English  do- 
minion, threatened  a  fearful  issue  of  the  war  to  Louis 
XL,  sagacious,  wise,  and  powerful,  as  that  prince  unques- 
tionably was. 

It  would  no  doubt  have  been  the  wisest  policy  of 
Charies  of  Burgundy,  when  thus  engaging  in  an  alliance 
against  his  most  formidable  neighbour,  and  hereditary  as 
well  as  personal  enemy,  to  have  avoided  all  cause  of 
quarrel  with  the  Helvetian  Confederacy,  a  poor  but  most 
warlike  people,  who  already  had  been  taught  by  repeated 
successes,  to  feel  that  their  hardy  infantry  could,  if  neces- 
sary, engage  on  terms  of  equality,  or  even  of  advantage, 
the  flower  of  that  chivalry,  which  had  Intherto  been  con- 
sidered as  forming  the  strength  of  European  battle.  But 
the  measures  of  Charles,  whom  fortune  had  opposed  to 
the  most  astucious  and  politic  monarch  of  his  time,  were 
always  dictated  by  passionate  feeling  and  impulse,  rather 
than  by  a  judicious  consideration  of  the  circumstances  in 
which  he  stood.  Haughty,  proud,  and  uncompromising, 
though  neither  destitute  of  honour  nor  generosity,  he 
despised  and  hated  what  he  termed  the  paltry  associa- 
tions of  herdsmen  and  shepherds,  united  with  a  few  towns 
which  subsisted  chiefly  by  commerce ;  and  instead  of 
courting  the  Helvetian  Cantons,  like  his  crafty  enemy,  or 
at  least  affording  them  no  ostensible  pretence  of  quarrel, 
be  omitted  no  opportunity  of  showing  the  disregard  and 
contempt  in  which  he  held  their  upstart  consequence, 
and  of  evincing  the  secret  longing  which  he  entertained  to 
take  vengeance  upon  them  for  the  quantity  of  no))le  blood 
which  they  had  shed,  and  to  compensate  the  repeated 
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successes  they  had  gained  over  the  feudal  lords,  of  whom 
he  imagined  hinaself  the  destined  avenger. 

The  Duke  of  Burgundy's  possessions  in  the  Alsatian 
territory  affi>rded  him  many  opportunities  for  wreaking 
his  displeasure  upon  the  Swiss  League.  The  little  castle 
and  town  of  Ferette,  lying  within  ten  or  eleven  miles  of 
Bale,  served  as  a  thoroughfare  to  the  traflic  of  Berne 
and  Soleure,  the  two  principal  towns  of  the  confedera- 
tion. In  this  place  the  Duke  posted  a  governor,  or  sen- 
eschal, who  was  also  an  administrator  of  the  revenue,  and 
seemed  horn  on  purpose  to  be  the  plague  and  scourge  of 
his  republican  neighbours. 

Archibald  von  Hagenbach  was  a  German  noble,  whose 
possessions  lay  in  Suabia,  and  was  universally  esteemed 
one  of  the  fiercest  and  most  lajvless  of  that  frontier  no- 
bility, known  by  the  name^of  Robber-knights  and  Rob- 
ber-counts. These  dignitaries,  because  they  held  their 
fiefs  of  the  Holy  Roman  Empire,  claimed  as  complete 
sovereignty  within  their  territories  of  a  mile  square,  as 
any  reigning  prince  of  Germany  in  his  more  extended 
dominions.  They  levied  tolls  and  taxes  on  strangers, 
and  imprisoned,  tried,  and  executed  those  who,  as  they 
alleged,  had  committed  offences  within  their  petty  do- 
mains. But  especially,  and  in  further  exercise  of  their 
seignorial  privileges,  they  made  war  on  each  other,  ^nd 
on  the  Free  Cities  of  the  Empire,  attacking  and  plun- 
dering without  mercy  the  caravans,  or  large  trains  of 
wagons,  by  which  the  internal  commerce  of  Grermany 
was  carried  on. 

A  succession  of  injuries  done  and  received  by  Archi- 
bald of  Hagenbach,  who  had  been  one  of  the  fiercest 
sticklers  for  this  privilege  of  faustrecht  or  club-law,  as 
it  may  be  termed,  had  ended  in  his  being  obliged,  though 
somewhat  advanced  in  life,  to  leave  a  country  where  his 
tenure  of  existence  was  become  extremely  precarious, 
und  to  engage  in  the  servic6  of  the  Duke  of  Burgundy, 
who  willingly  employed  him,  as  he  was  a  man  of  high 
descent  and  proved  valour,  and  not  the  less,  perhaps, 
that  he  was  sure  to  find  in  a  man  of  Hagenbach's  fierce, 
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mpacious,  and  haughty  disposition,  the  unscrupuknui  exe« 
cutioner  of  whatsoever  seventies  it  might  be  his  iBaater'a 
pleasure  to  enjoin. 

The  traders  of  Beroe  and  Soleure,  accordingly,  made 
loud  and  violent  complaints  of  Hagenbach's  exactions. 
The  impositions  laid  on  commodities  which  passed 
through  bis  district  of  La  Ferette,  to  whatever  place  they 
might  be  ultimately  bound,  were  arbitrarily  increased, 
and  the  merchants  and  traders  who  hesitated  to  make 
instant  payment  of  what  was  demanded,  were  exposed 
to  imprisonnient  and  personal  punishment.  The  com- 
mercial towns  of  Germany  appealed  to  t\\e  Duke  against 
this  iniquitous  conduct  on  the  part  of  the  Governor  of  La 
Ferette,  and  requested  of  his  Grace's  goodness  that  hts 
would  withdraw  Von  Hagenbach  from  their  ne^hbour^ 
hood  ;  bat  the  Duke  treated>^their  complaints  wijdi  cod« 
tempt.  The  Swiss  League  carried  their  remonstrances 
higher,  and  required  that  justice  should  be  done  on  the 
Governor  of  La  Ferette,  as  having  offended  against  the 
law  of  nations  ;  but  they  were  equally  unable  to  attract 
attention  or  obtain  redress. 

At  length  the  Diet  of  the  Confederation  determined  to 
send  the  solemn  deputation  which  has  been  repeatedly 
mentioned.  One  or  two  of  these  envoys  joined  with  the 
calm  and  prudent  Arnold  Biederman,  in  the  hope  that  so 
solemn  a  measure  might  open  the  eyes  of  the  Duke  to  the 
wicked  injustice  of  his  representative  ;  others  among  the 
deputies,  having  no  such  peaceful  views,  were  determined, 
by  this  resolute  remonstrance,  to  pave  the  way  fer  hostil- 
ities. V 

Arnold  Biederman  was  an  especial  advocate  for  peace, 
while  its  preservation  was  compatible  with  national  inde- 
pendence, and  the  honour  of  the  confederacy ;  but  the 
younger  Philipson  soon  discovered  that  the  Laadararoao 
alone,  of  all  his  family,  cherished  these  moderate  views. 
The  opinion  of  his  sons  had  "been  swayed  and  seduccNl 
by  the  impetuous  eloquence  and  overbearing  influence  of 
Rudolph  of  Donnerhugel,  who,  by  some  feats  of  pecaluii 
gatlantrv,  and  the  consideration  due  to  the  merit  of  htc 
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iBcestors,  had  acquired  an  influence  in  the  councils  ofhis 
native  canton,  and  with  the  youth  of  the  League  in  gen« 
eral,  beyond  what  was  usually  yielded  by  these  wise 
republicans  to  men  of  his  early  age.  Arthur,  who  was 
now  an  acceptable  and  welconie  companion  of  all  their 
hunting  parties  and  other  sports,  lieard  notiihig  among  the 
young  men  but  anticipations  of  war,  rendered  delightfiil  by 
the  hopes  of  booty  and  of  distinction,  which  were  to  be 
obtained  by  the  Switzers.  The  feats  of  their  ancestors 
against  the  Germans  had  been  so  wonderful  as  to  realize 
the  fabulous  victories  of  romance  ;  and  while  the  present 
nice  possessed  the  same  hardy  limbs,  and  the  same  in- 
flexible courage,  they  eagerly  anticipated  the  same  dis« 
linguished  success.  When  the  Governor  of  La  Ferette 
was  mentioned  in  the  conversation,  he  was  usually  spoken 
of  as  the  bandog  of  Burgundy,  or  the  Alsatian  mastiff; 
and  intimations  were  openly  given,  that  if  his  course 
were  not  instantly  checked  by  his  master,  and  be  himself 
withdrawn  from  the  frontiers  of  Switzerland,  Archibald  of 
Hagenbach  would  find  bis  fortress  no  protection  from  tbe 
awaJcened  indignation  of  the  wronged  inhabitants  of  So- 
Seure,  and  particularly  of  those  of  Berne. 

Thb  general  dbposition  to  war  among  the  young 
Switzers  was  reported  to  the  elder  Philipson  by  his  son, 
and  led  him  at  one  time  to  hesitate  whether  he  ought  not 
rather  to  resume  all  the  inconveniences  and  dangers  of  a 
journey,  accompanied  only  by  Arthur,  than  run  tbe  risk 
of  the  quarrels  in  which  he  might  be  involved  by  tbe 
unruly  conduct  of  these  fierce  mountain  youths,  afteyr 
they  should  have  left  tbeirowtt  frootiers.  Sueb  an  event 
would  have  had,  in  a  peculiar  degree,  tbe  effect  of  de* 
stroying  every  purpose  of  his  journey ;  but  respected 
as  Amdd  Biedennan  was  by  his  iiimily  and  country  men, 
the  English  merchant  concluded,  upon  the  whole,  (hat 
his  influ^ice  would  be  able  to  restrain  his  companiona 
ontil  the  great  question  of  peace  or  war  should  be  deter* 
mined,  and  especially  until  they  should  have  discharged 
tneir  commission  by  obtaining  an  audience  of  tbe  Di^^e 
of  Burgundy ;  and  after  this   he   should  be  separated 
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from  their  society,  and  not  liaUe  to  be  engaged  m  aoy 
responsibility  for  their  ulterior  measures. 

After  a  delay  of  about  ten  days,  the  deputatioo  com* 
missioned  to  remonstrate  with  the  Duke  on  th&  aggres- 
zMons  and  exactions  of  Aicliibald  of  Hagenbach,  at  length 
assembled  at  (jeierstein,  from  whence  the  members  were 
to  journey  forth  together.  They  were  three  in  number, 
besides  the  young  Bernese,  and  the  Landaniman  of  Uh- 
terwalden.  One  was,  like  Arnold,  a  proprietor  from  the 
Forest  Cantons,  wearing  a  dress  scarcely  handsomer 
than  that  'of  a  conunon  herdsman,  but  distinguisiied  by 
the  beauty  and  size  of  bis  long  silvery  beard.  His  name 
was  Nicholas  Bonstetten.  Melchior  Sturmthal,  banner- 
bearer  of  Berne,  a  man  of  middle  age,  and  a  soldier  of 
distinguished  courage,  with  Adam  Zimmerman,  a  burgess 
of  Soleure,  who  was  considerably  older,  completed  the 
number  of  the  envoys. 

Each  was  dressed  after  his  best  fashion  ;  but  notwith- 
standing that  the  severe  eye  of  Arnold  Biederraan  cen- 
sured one  or  two  silver  belt-buckles,  as  well  as-  a  chain 
of  the  same  metal,  which  decorated  the  portly  person  of 
the  burgess  of  Soleure,  it  seemed  that  a  powerful  and 
victorious  people,  for  such  the  Swiss  were  now  to  be 
esteemed,  were  never  represented  by  an  embassy  of  such 
patriarchsd  simplicity.  The  deputies  travelled  on  foot, 
with  their  piked  staves  in  their  hands,  like  pilgrims  bound 
for  some  place  of  devotion.  Two  mules,  which  bore 
their  little  stock  of  baggage,  were  led  by  young  lads,  sons 
or  cousins  of  members  of  the  embassy,  who  had  obtain- 
ed permission  in  this  manner  to  get  such  a  glance  of  the 
world  beyond  the  mountains,  as  this  journey  promised  to 
a£R>rd. 

But  although  their  retinue  was  small,  so  far  as  respect- 
ed either  state  or  personal  attendance  and  accommoda- 
tion, the  dangerous  circumstances  of  the  times,  and  the 
very  unsettled  state  of  the  country  beyond  their  own 
territories,  did  not  permit  men  charged  with  R(fairs  of 
.  such  importance  to  travel  without  a  guard.  Even  the 
danger  arising  from  the  wolves,  which,  when  pinched  by- 
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die  approach  of  winter,  have  been  known  to  descend 
from  their  mountain  fiistnesses  into  open  villages,  such  as 
those  the  travellers  might  choose  to  quarter  in,  rendered 
the  presence  of  some  escort  necessary  ;  and  the  bands  of 
deserters  from  various  sendees,  who  formed  parties  of 
banditti  on  the  frontiers  of  Alsatia  and  Germany,  com- 
Inned  to  recommend  such  a  precaution. 

Accordingly,  about  twenty  of  the  selected  youth  hom 
the  various  Swiss  cantons,  including  Rudiger,  Emest, 
and  Sigismund,  Arnold^s  three  eldest  sons,  attended  upoo 
the  deputation  ;  they  did  not,  however,  observe  any  mil- 
itary order,  or  march  close  or  near  to  the  patriarchal 
train.  On  the  contrary,  they  formed  bunting  parties  of 
five  or  six  together,  who  explored  the  rocks,  woods,  and 
passes  of  the  mountains,  through  which  the  envoys  jour^ 
neyed.  Their  slower  pace  idlowed  the  active  young 
men,  who  were  accompanied  by  their  large  shaggy  dogs, 
full  time  to  destroy  wolves  and  bears,  or  occasionally  to 
surprise  a  chamois  among  the  clifis ;  while  the  hunters, 
even  while  in  pursuit  of  their  sport,  were  carefiil  to 
examine  such  places  as  might  afford  opportunity  for  am- 
bush, and  thus  ascertained  the  safety  of  the  party  whom 
they  escorted,  more  securely  than  if  they  had  attended 
close  on  their  train.  A  peculiar  note  on  the  huge  Swisa 
bugle,  before  described,  formed  of  the  horn  of  the  moun- 
tain bull,  was  the  signd  agreed  upon  for  collecting  in  a 
body  should  danger  occur.  Rudolph  Donnerhugel,  so 
much  younger  than  his  brethren  in  the  same  important 
commission,  took  the  command  of  this  mountain  body- 
guard, whom  he  usually  accompanied  in  their  sportive 
excursions.  In  point  of  arms,  they  were  well  provid- 
ed ;  bearing  two-handed  swords,  long  partisans  and  spears, 
as  well  as  both  cross  and  long  bows,  short  cutlasses,  and 
huntsmen's  knives.  The  heavier  weapons,  as  impeding 
their  activity,  were  carried  with  the  baggage,  but  were 
ready  to  be  assumed  on  the  slightest  alarm. 

Arthur  Philipson,  like  his  late  antagonist,  naturally 
preferred  the  company  and  sports  of  the  younger  men,  te 
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the  grave  convenatiofi  and  slow  pace  of  the  fathers  of 
the  mouDtain  commonwealth.  There  was,  however,  one 
temptation  to  bitre  with  the  baggage,  which,  had  other 
circomstaiices  permitted,  might  have-reconciled  the  young 
Englishman  to  forego  the  opportunities  of  sport  whidi 
the  Swiss  youth  so  eagerly  sought  after,  and  endure  the 
slow  pace  and  grave  conversation  of  the  elders  of  the 
party.  In  a  word,  Anne  of  Geierstein,  accompanied  by 
a  Swiss  gill  her  attendant,  travelled  in  the  rear  of  the 
deputation. 

The  two  females  were  mounted  upon  asses,  whose 
slow  step  hardly  kept  pace  with  the  baggage  mules ; 
and  it  may  be  fiuirly  suspected  that  Arthur  Pbilipson,  in 
requital  of  the  important  services  which  he  had  received 
from  that  beautiful  and  interesting  young  woman,  would 
have  deemed  it  no  extreme  hardship  to  have  affi)rded  her 
oocasiooally  his  assistance  on  the  journey,  and  the  ad^ 
vantage  of  his  conversation  to  relieve  the  tediousness  of 
the  way.  But  he  dared  not  presume  to  ofier  attentions 
which  the  customs  of  the  country  did  not  seem  to  permit, 
since  they  were  not  attempted  by  any  of  the  maiden's 
cousins,  or  even  by  Rudolph  Donnerhugel,  who  certainly 
bad  hitherto  appeared  to  neglect  no  opportunity  to  recom* 
mend  himself  to  his  fair  cousin.  Besides,  Arthur  had 
reflection  enough  to  be  convinced,  that  in  yielding  to  the 
feelings  which  impelled  him  to  cultivate  the  acquaintance 
of  this  amiable  young  person,  he  would  certainly  incur 
the  serious  displeasure  of  his  father,  and  probably  also 
that  of  her  uncle,  by  whose  hospitality  they  had  profited, 
and  whose  safe-conduct  they  were  in  the  act  of  tmjoying. 

The  young  Englishman,  therefore,  pursued  the  same 
athusements  which  interested  the  other  young  men  of  the 
party,  managing  only,  as  frequently  as  their  halts  permit* 
ted,  to  venture  upon  olSering  to  the  maiden  such  marks  of 
courtesy  as  could  afford  no  room  for  remark  or  censure. 
And  his  character  as  a  sportsman  being  now  well  estab* 
Hshed,  he  sometimes  permitted  himself,  even  when  the 
game  was  afoot,  to  loiter  in  the  vicinity  of  the  path  on 
which  he  could  at  least  mark  the  flutter  of  the  grey  wim« 
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pie  of  Anne  of  Creiersteb,  and  the  outline  of  the  Cnu 
which  it  shrouded.  This  indolence,  as  it  seemed,  was 
not  unfavourably  construed  by  his  companions,  being 
only  acx^ounted  an  tndiSereiice  to  the  less  noble  or  less 
dangerous  game  ;  for  when  the  ofc^t  was  a  bear,  wolf, 
or  other  animal  of  prey,  no  spear,  cutlass,  or  bow  of  the 
party,  not  even  those  of  Rudolph  Donnerhugel,  were  so 
prompt  in  the  chase  as  those  of  the  young  Englishman. 

Meantime,  the  elder  Philipson  had  other  and  more  se- 
rious subjects  of  consideration.  He  was  a  man,  as  the 
reader  must  have  already  seen,  of  much  acquaintance 
with  the  world,  in  which  he  had  acted  parts  diffisrent 
from  that  which  he  now  sustained.  Former  feelings  were 
recalled  and  awakened,  by  tlie  view  of  sports  familiar  to 
bis  early  years.  The  clangour  of  the  hounds,  echoing 
from  the  wild  hills  and  dark  forests  through  which  they 
travelled  ;  the  sight  of  the  gallant  young  huntsmen,  ap* 
pearing,  ajs  they  brought  the  object  of  their  chase  to  bay, 
amid  airy  clifis  and  prdbund  precipices,  which  seemed 
impervious  to  the  human  fix>t ;  the  sounds  of  halloo  and 
horn  reverberating  from  hill  to  hill,  had  more  than  once 
wellnigh  impelled  him  to  take  a  share  in  the  haacardous 
but  animating  amusement,  which,  next  to  war,  was  then 
in  most  parts  of  Europe  the  most  serious  occupation  of 
life.  But  the  feeling  was  transient,  and  he  became  yet 
more  deeply  interested  in  studying  the  manners  and 
opinions  of  the  persons  with  whom  be  was  travelling. 

They  seemed  to  be  all  coloured  with  the  same  down<* 
right  and  blunt  simplicity  which  characterised '  Arnold 
Biederman,  although  it  was  in  none  of  them  elevated  by 
the  same  dignity  of  thought  or  profound  sagacity,  la 
speaking  of  the  political  state  of  their  country,  they 
aifected  no  secrecy ;  and  although,  with  the  exception  of 
Rudolph,  their  own  young  men  were  not  wimitted  into 
their  councils,  the  exclusion  seemed  only  adopted  with  a 
view  to  the.  necessary  subordination  of  youth  to  age,  and 
not  for  the  purpose  of  observing  any  mystery.  In  the 
presence  of  the  elder  Philipson,  they  freely  discussed  the 
pretensions  of  the  Duke  of  Burgundy,  the  means  which 
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their  country  possessed  of  maintaioiog  lier  iodepeDclence^ 
and  the  firm  resoluiion  of  the  Helvetian  League  to  bid 
defiance  to  the  utmost  force  the  world  could  bring  against 
it,  rather  than  submit  to  the  slightest  insult.  In  other 
respects,  their  views  appeared  wise  and  moderate, 
although  both  the  Banneret  of  Berae,  and  the  conse- 
quential Burgher  of  Soleure,  seemed  to  hold  the  conse* 
quencQ^  of  war  more  lightly  than  they  were  viewed  by 
the  cautious  Landaruman  of  Unterwalden,  and  his  vene- 
rable companion,  Nicholas  Bonstetten,  who  subscribed  to 
all  his  opinions. 

It  frequently  happened,  that,  quitting  these  subjects, 
the  conversation  turned  on  such  as  were  less  attractive  to 
their  fellow-traveller.  The  signs  of  the  weather,  the 
comparative  fertility  of  recent  seasons,  the  most  advan- 
tageous mode  of  managing  their  orchards  and  rearing 
their  crops,  though  interesting  to  the  mountaineers  them- 
selves, gave  Philipson  slender  amusement ;  and  notwith- 
standing that  the  excellent  Meinherr  Zimmerman  of  So- 
leure  would  fain  have  joined  with  him  in  conversation 
respecting  trade  and  merchandise,  yet  the  Englishman, 
who  dealt  in  articles  of  small  bulk  and  considerable  value, 
^and  traversed  sea  and  land  to  carry  on  his  traffic,  could  find 
few  mutual  topics  to  discuss  with  the  Swiss  trader,  whose 
commerce  only  extended  into  the  neighbouring  districts 
of  Burgundy  and  Germany,  and  whose  goods  consisted 
of  coarse  woolen  cloths,  fustian,  hides,  peltry,  and  such 
ordinary  articles. 

But,  ever  and  anon,  while  the  Switzers  were  discus- 
sing some  paltry  interests  of  trade,  or  describing  some 
process  of  rude  cultivation,  or  speaking  of  blights  in 
grain,  and  the  murrain  amongst  cattle,  with  all  the  dull 
minuteness  of  petty  farmers  and  traders  met  at  a  country 
fair,  a  well-known  spot  would  recall  the  name  and  story 
of  a  battle  in  which  some  of  them  had  served,  (for  there 
were  none  of  the  party  who  had  not  been  repeatedly  in 
arms,)  and  the  military  details,  which  in  other  coimtries 
were  only  the  theme  of  knights  and  squires  who  had 
acted  their  part  in  them,  or  of  learned  clerks  who  labour- 
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ed  to  record  them,  were,  in  tfais  ringular  regioii,  the 
fiimiliar  and  intimate  subjects  of  discussion  with  men 
whose  peaceful  occupations  seemed  to  place  them  at  an 
immeasurable  distance  fix)m  the  profession  of  a  soldier. 
This  led  the  Englishman  to  think  of  the  ancient  inhafaH 
tants  of  Rome,  wliere  the  plough  was  so  readily  excbang* 
ed  for  the  sword,  and  the  cultivation  of  a  rude  iarm  tor 
the  management  of  public  affiiirs.  He  hinted  this  re- 
semblance to  the  Landamman,  who  was  naturally  gratified 
with  the  compliment  to  his  country,  but  presently  refdied 
— '<  May  Heaven  continue  among  us  the  homebred  vir* 
tues  of  the  Romans,  and  preserve  us  from  their  lust  of 
conquest  and  love  of  foreign  luxuries  !" 

The  slow  pace  of  the  travellers,  with  various  causes 
of  delay  which  it  is  unnecessary  to  dwell  upon,  occasion* 
ed  the  deputation  spending  two  nights  on  the  road  before 
they  reached  Bale.  The  small  towns  or  villages  in 
which  they  quartered,  received  them  with  such  marks  of 
respectful  hospitality  as  they  had  the  means  to  bestow, 
and  their  arrival  was  a  signal  for  a  little  feast,  with  which 
the  heads  of  the  community  unifoniily  regaled  jhem* 

On  such  occasions,  while  the  elders  of  the  village  en- 
tertained the  deputies  of  the  Confederation,  the  young 
men  of  the  escort  were  provided  for  by  those  of  their 
own  age,  several  of^whom,  usually  aware  of  their  approach, 
were  accustomed  to  join  in  the  chase  of  the  day,  a»id 
made  the  strangers  acquainted  with  the  spots  where  game 
was  most  plenty. 

These  feasts  were  never  prolonged  to  excess,  and  the 
most  special  dainties  which  composed  them  were  kids, 
lambs,  and  game,  the  produce  of  the  mountains.  Yet  it 
seemed  both  to  Arthur  Philipson  and  his  father,  that  the 
advantages  of  good  cheer  were  more  prized  by  the  Ban- 
neret of  Berne  and  the  Burgess  of  Soleure,  than  by  their 
host  the  Landamman,  and  the  Deputy  of  Schwitz. 
There  was  no  excess  committed,  as  we  have  already 
said ;  but  the  deputies  first  mentioned  obviously  under 
stood  the  art  of  selecting  the  choicest  morsels,  and  werir 
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eouoaseois  m  the  |[ood  viae,  cliiefl  j  of  i>mgn  growthi 
wkh  wbieh  iher  fredy  wuhcd  it  down.  AnwU  was  loo 
wise  to  oensove  wlm  he  hed  no  means  of  amending  $  be 
eontented  himself  hj  observing  in  hii  own  pcnon  a  rigo* 
nms  diet,  linng  indeed  ahnost  entirely  upon  TegeCaUes 
and  fiur  water,  in  which  be  was  closely  imitated  by  the 
old  iney -bearded  Nicholas  Bonstetten,  who  seemed  to 
make  it  his  principal  object  to  Ibilow  the  fandamman's 
example  in  every  thing. 

It  was,  as  we  have  already  said,  the  third  day  after  the 
commencement  of  their  journey ,  before  the  Swiss  depu- 
tation reached  the  vicinity  of  Bale,  in  which  city,  then 
one  of  the  largest  in  the  southwestern  extremity  of  Ger- 
many, they  proposed  taking  up  their,  abode  for  the 
evening,  nothing  doubting  a  friendly  reception.  'The 
town,  it  is  true,  was  not  then,  nor  till  about  thirty  years 
afterwards,  a  part  of  the  Swiss  Confederation,  to  which 
it  was  only  joined  in  1501 ;  but  it  was  a  Free  Imperial 
City,  connected  with  Berae,  Soleure,  Lucerne,  and 
otiier  towns  of  Switxerhmd,  by  mutual  interests  and 
oonstont  intercourse.  It  was  the  object  of  the  depute^ 
tion  to  n^tiate,  if  possible,  a  peace,  which  cooM  not  be 
tnore  useful  to  themselves  than  to  the  city  of  Bale,  con- 
sidering the  interruptions  of  couimerce  which  must  be 
otxasioned  by  a  rupture  between  the  Duke  of  Burgundy 
«pd  the  Cantons,  and  the  great  advantage  which  that 
«ty  would  derive  by  preserving  a  neutrality,  situated  as 
It  wi«  betwixt  these  two  hostile  powere. 

They  anticipated,  therefore,  as  welcome  a  reception 
J«m  the  authonties  of  B&le,  as  they  had  received  while 
«the  ha^  own  Confederation, since  the  mter- 

S^?A'  "^'^  "^JSi  "^  *^P'y  <^«cemed  in  the  9bjects 
Aii«^^^:Sl.^^""f  chapter  wiU  show  h^^ 
"■we  expectatKMB  were  realised. 


Digitized 


by  Google 


▲imc  or  osiEBSTtiir.  lift 


CHAPTER  VIII. 


TiMjr  Mw  tkat  city,  wekoam|^  tb*  RMm, 
A»  from  bis  nKmntain  beriiage  Ke  biirtta, 
As  purposed  proud  Orgetorix  of  yore, 
Leaving  tbe  desert  regiou  of  the  hills, 
To  lord  it  o'er  tbe  fertile  p?ains  of  Oaol. 


The  eyes  of  the  English  travellers,  wearied  with  a 
succession  of  wild  mountainous  scenery,  now  gazed  with 
pleasure  upon  a  country  still  indeed  irregular  and  billy  in 
its  surface,  but  capable  of  high  cultivation,  and  adorned 
with  com6elds  and  vineyards.  Tbe  Rhine,  a  broad  and 
large  river,  poured  its  grey  stream  in  a  huge  sweep 
•  through  the  landscape,  and  divided  into  two  portions  the 
citf  of  Bale,  which  is  situated  on  its  banks.  The  south- 
ern part,  to  whicb  the  path  of  the  Swiss  deputies  con- 
ducted them,  displayed  tbe  celebrated  cathedral,  and  tbe 
lofty  terrace  which  runs  in  front  of  it,  and  seemed  to 
remind  the  travellers  that  they  now  approached  a  coun- 
try in  which  the  operations  of  man  could  make  them- 
selves distinguished  even  among  the  works  of  nature, 
instead  of  being  lost,  a»  tbe  fate  of  the  most  splendid 
eflbrts  of  human  labour  must  have  been,  among  those 
tremendous  mountains  which  tbey  bad  so  litely  traversed. 

They  were  yet  a  mile  from  the  entrance  of  the  city, 
when  tbe  party  was  met  by  one  of  the  magistrates,  at- 
tended by  two  or  three  citizens  mounted  on  mules,  tne 
velvet  housings  of  whicb  expressed  wealth  and  quality ». 
1*hey  greeted  the  Landamman  of  Unterwalden  and  his 
party  in  a  respectful  manner,  and  the  latter  prepared 
themselves  to  hear,  and  make  a  suitable  reply  to,*  the 
hospitable  ^ivitation  which  tbey  naturally  expected  to 
receive. 

The  message  of  the  community  of  Bale  was,  howev- 
^^j  diametrically  opposite  to  what  they  had  anticipated 
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It  was  deUvered  with  a  good  deal  of  diffidence  and  besi« 
tatioD  by  the  functionary  who  met  them,  and  who  cer- 
tainly, while  discharging  his  commission,  did  not  appear 
to  consider  it  as  the  most  respectable  which  he  might 
have  borne.  There  yrere  many  professions  of  the  most 
profound  and  fratemd  regard  for  the  cities  of  the  Helve- 
tian League,  with  whom  the  orator  of  Bale  declared  his 
own  state  to  be  united  in  iHendship  and  interests.  But 
he  ended*by  intimating,  that,  on  account  of  certain  cogent 
and  weighty  reasons,  which  should  be  satisfactorily  ex- 
plained at  more  leisure,  the  Free  City  of  Bale  could  not, 
this  evening,  receive  within  its  walls  the  highly  respected 
deputies,  who  were  travelling,  at  the  command  of  the 
Helvetian  Diet,  to  the  court  of  the  Duke  of  Burgundy. 

Philipson  marked  with  much  interest  the  effect  which 
this  most  unexpected  intimation  produced  on  the  mem- 
bers of  the  embassage.  Rudolph  Donnerhugel,  who  had 
joined  their  company  as  they  approached  BaJe,  appeared 
less  surprised  than  his  associates,  and,  while  he  remaiiftd 
perfectly  silent,  seemed  rather  anxious  to  penetrate  their 
sentiments,  than  disposed  to  express  his  own.  It  was  not 
the  first  time  the  sagacious  merchant  had  observed,  that 
this  bold  and  fiery  young  man  could,  when  his  purposes 
required  it,  place  a  strong  constraint  upon  the  natural 
impetuosity  of  his  temper.  For  the  others,  the  Banne- 
ret's brow  darkened ;  the  face  of  <he  Burgess  of  Soleure 
became  flushed  like  the  moon  when  rising  in  the  north- 
east ;  the  gre3^bearded  Deputy  of  Schwitz  looked  anx- 
iously on  Arnold  Biederman ;  and  the  Landamman  him- 
self seemed  more  moved  than  was  usual  in  a  person  of 
his  equanimity.  At  length,  he  replied  to  the  functionary 
of  Bale,  m  a  voice  somewhat  altered  by  his  feelings  : 

**  This  is  a  singular  message  to  the  deputies  of  the 
Swiss  Confederacy,  bound  as  we  are  upon  an  amicable 
mission,  on  which  depends  the  interest  of  the  good  citi- 
zens of  Bale,  whom  we  have  always  treated  as  our  good 
friends,  and  who  still  profess  to  be  so.  The  shelter  of 
tlieir  roofs,  the  protection  of  their  walls,  the  wonted  in 
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tercourse  of  hospitality,  is  what  no  friendly  state  hath  a 
right  to  refuse  to  the  inhabitants  of  another.'' 

*<  Nor  is  it  with  their  will  that  the  community  of  Bale 
refuse  it,  worthy  Landamraan,"  replied  the  magistrate. 
'^  Not  you  alone,  and  your  worthy  associates,  but  your 
escort,  and  your  very  beasts  of  burden,  should  be  enter- 
tained with  all  the  kindness  which  the  citizens  of  Bale 
could  bestow — But  we  act  under  constraint." 

"  And  by  whom  exercised  ?"  said  the  Banneret,  burst- 
ing out  into  passion.  '^  Has  the  Emperor  Sigismund 
pro6ted  so  little  by  the  example  of  his  predecessors" 

"  The  Emperor,"  replied  the  delegate  of  Bale,  inter- 
rupting the  Bannei-et,  <<  is  a  well-intentioned  and  peaceful 

monarch,  as  he   has  been  ever;  but there  are  Bur- 

gundian  troops,  of  late  marched  into  the  Sundgaw,  and 
messages  have  been  sent  to  our  state  from  Count  Archi- 
bald of  Hagenbach." 

"  Enough  said,"  replied  the  Laudamman.  "  Draw 
not  farther  the  veil  from  a  weakness  for  which  you  blush. 
I  comprehend  you  entirely.  Bale  lies  too  near  the  cita- 
del of  La  Ferette  to  permit  its  citizens  to  consult  their 
own  inclinations.  Brother,  we  see  where  your  difficulty 
lies — we  pity  you — and  we  forgive,  your  inhospitality." 

"  Nay,  but  hear  me  to  an  end,  worthy  Landamman," 
answered  the  magistrate.  "  There  is  here  in  the  vicinity, 
an  old  hunting-seat  of  the  Counts  of  Falkenstein,  called 
GrafTs-Iust,*  which,  thougli  luinous,  yet  may  afford  better 
lodgings'than  the  open  air,  and  is  capable  of  some  defence, 
— though  Heaven  forbid  that  any  one  should  dare  to 
intrude  upon  your  repose  !  And  hark  ye  hither,  my 
worthy  friend  ; — ^if  you  find  in  the  old  place  some  refresh- 
ments, as  wine,  beer,  and  the  like,  use  them  without 
scruple,  for  they  are  there  for  your  accommodation." 

"  I  do  not  refuse  to  occupy  a  place  of  security,"  said 
the  Landamman  ;  '^  for  although  the  causing  us  to  be 
excluded  from  Bale  may  be  only  done  in  the  spirit  of  petty 
insolence  and  malice,  yet  it  may  also,  for  what  we  can 

*  Graft-lastF-4.  e.  Count't-deligbt. 
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tell,  be  connected  with  some  purpose  of  violence.  Tour 
provisions  we  thank  you  for ;  but  we  will  not,  with  mj 
consent,  feed  at  the  cost  of  friends,  who  are  ashamed  to 
own  us  unless  by  stealth." 

"  One  thing  more,  my  worthy  sir,"  said  the  official 
of  B&le — "  You  have  a  maiden  in  company,  who,  I  pre- 
sume to  think,  is  your  daughter.  There  is  but  rough 
accommodation  where  you  are  going,  even  for  men ; — 
for  women  there  is  little  better,  though  what  we  could 
we  have  done  to  arrange  matters  as  well  as  may  be.  But 
rather  let  your  daughter  go  with  us  back  to  Bale,  whore 
my  dame  will  be  a  mother  to  her,  till  next  morning,  when 
I  will  bring  her  to  your  camp  in  safety.  We  promised  to 
shut  our  gates  against  the  .men  of  the  Confederacy,  but 
the  women  were  not  mentioned." 

"  You  are  subtle  casuists,  you  men  of  Bale,"  answer- 
ed the  Landamman  ;  "  but  know,  that  from  the  time  in 
which  the  Helvetians  sallied  forth  to  encounter  Caesar 
down  to  the  present  hour,  the  women  of  Switzerland,  in 
the  press  of  danger,  have  had  their  abode  in  the  camp 
of  their  fathers,  brothers,  and  husbands,  and  sought  no 
ferther  safety  than  they  might  find  in  the  courage  of  their 
relations.  We  have  enough  of  men  to  protect  our  women, 
and  my  niece  shall  remain  with  us,  and  take  the  fate 
which  Heaven  may  send  us," 

"  Adieu,  then,  worthy  friend,"  said  the  magistrate  of 
Bale  ;  "  it  grieves  me  to  part  with  you  thus,  but  evil  fate 
will  have  it  so.  Yonder  grassy  avenue  will  conduct  you 
to  the  old  hunting  seat,  where  Heaven  send  that  you 
may  pass  a  quiet  night ;  for,lipart  from  other  risks,  men 
say  that  these  ruins  have  no  good  name.  Will  you  yet 
permit  your  niece,^ since  such  the  young  person  is,  to  pass 
to  Bale  for  the  night  in  my  company  ?" 

"  If  we  are  disturbed  by  beings  like  ourselves,"  said 
Arnold  Biederman,  "  we  have  strong  arms,  and  heavy 
partisans  ;  if  we  should  be  visited,  as  your  words  would 
imply,  by  those  of  a  different  description,  we  have,  or 
should  have,  good  consciences,  and  confidence  in  Heaven. 
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— <TOod  fnend$i  my  brethren  on  this  embassy,  have  1 
q)ok«9  your  sentiments  as  well  as  mine  own  ?'' 

The  other  deputies  intimated  their  assent  to  what  their 
companion  had  said,  and  the  citizens  of  Bale  took  a 
courteous  iareweli  of  their  guests,  endeavouring,  by  the 
excess  of  civiJity,  to  atone  for  their  deficiency  in  effec- 
tive hospitality.  After  their  departure,  Rudolph  was  the 
first  to  express  liis  sense  of  their  pusillanimous  behaviour, 
OD  which  he  had  been  silent  during  their  presence. 
"  Coward  dogs  !"  he  said  ;  *<  may  the  Botcher  of  Bur- 
gundy Pay  the  very  skins  from  them  with  his  exactions, 
to  teach  them  to  disown  old  friendships,  rather  than  abide 
the  lightest  blast  of  a  tyrant's  anger  !" 

"  And  not  even  their  own  tyrant  either,"  said  another 
of  the  group, — for  several  of  the  young  men  had  gath- 
ered round  their  seignors,  to  hear  the  welcome  which 
they  expected  from  the  ma^strates  of  Bale. 

"  No,"  replied  Ernest,  one  of  Arnold  Biederman's 
sons,  **  they  do  not  pretend  that  their  own  prince  ,the 
Emperor  hath  interfered  with  them  ;  but  a  word  of  the 
Duke  of  Burgundy,  which  should  be  no  more  to  them 
than  a  breath  of  wind  from  the  west,  is  sufficient  to  stir 
them  to  such  brutal  in  hospitality.  It  were  well  to  march 
to  the  city,  and  compel  them  at  the  sword's  point  to  give 
us  shelter." 

A  murmur  of  applause  arose  amongst  the  youth  around, 
which  awakened  the  displeasure  of  Arnold  Biederman. 

"  Did  I  hear,"  he  said,  "  the  tongue  of  a  son  of  mine, 
or  was  it  that  of  a  brutish  Lanzknecht,*  who  has  no 
pleasure  but  in  battle  or  violence  ?  Where  is  the  mod- 
esty of  the  youth  of  Switzerland,  who  were  wont  to  wait 
the  signal  for  action  till  it  pleased  the  elders  of  the  canton 
to  give  it,  and  were  as  gentle  as  maidens  till  the  voice  of 
their  patriarchs  bade  them  be  bold  as  lions  ?" 

''  I  meant  no  harm,  father,"  said  Ernest,  abashed  with 
this  rebuke,  "  far  less  any  slight  towards  you  ;  but  I  must 
needs  say" 

*  A  privmte  soldier  of  tbe  Gcrmaii  iafiuiljry. 
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"Say  not  a  word,  my  son,"  replied  Araold^  '^but 
leave  our  camp  to-morrow  by  break  of  day ;  and,  as 
Ihou  takest  tliy  way  back  to  Geierstein,  to  which  I  com- 
mand thine  instant  return,  remember,  that  he  is  not  fit  to 
visit  strange  countries,  who  cannot  rule  his  tongue  before 
his  own  countrymen,  and  to  hb  own  father." 

The  Banneret  of  Berne,  the  Burgess  of  Soleure,  even 
the  long-bearded  Deputy  from  Schwitz,  endeavoured  to 
intercede  for  the  offender,  and  obtain  a  remission  of  his 
banishment ;  but  it  was  in  vain. 

"  No,  my  good  friends  and  brethren,  no,"  replied  Ar- 
nold. ^'  These  young  men  require  an  example ;  and 
though  I  am  grieved  in  one  sense  that  the  offence  has 
chanced  within  my  own  family,  yet  I  am  pleased  in  an- 
other light,  that  the  delmquent  should  be  one  over  whom 
1  can  exercise  full  authority,  without  suspicion  of  par- 
tiality.— Ernest,  my  son,  thou  hast  heard  my  commands  : 
Return  to  Geierstein  with  the  morning's  light,  and  let  me 
find  thee  an  altered  man  when  I  return  thither." 

The  young  Swiss,  who  was  evidently  much  hurt  and 
shocked  at  this  public  affront,  placed  one  knee  on  the  ground, 
and  kissed  his  father's  right  hand,  while  Arnold,  without 
the  slightest  sign  of  anger,  bestowed  his  blessing  upon  him  ; 
and  Ernest,  without  a  word  of  remonstrance,  felt  into  the 
rear  of  the  party.  The  deputation  then  proceeded  down 
the  avenue  which  had  been  pointed  out  to  them,  and  at 
the  bottom  of  which  arose  the  massy  ruins  of  Graffs- 
lust  ;  but  there  was  not  enough  of  daylight  remaining  to 
discern  their  exact  form.  They  could  observe  as  they 
drew  nearer,  and  as  the  night  became  darker,  that  three 
or  four  windows  were  lighted  up,  while  the  rest  of  the 
fix>nt  remained  obscured  in  gloom.  When  they  arrived 
at  the  place,  they  perc^ved  it  was  surrounded  by  a  large 
and  deep  moat,  the  sullen  surface  of  which  reflected, 
though  faintly,  the  glimmer  of  the  lights  within^ 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

FroMciseo.    Give  you  good-oigfat. 
MarcellHs,    O,  farewell,  honest  soldier. 

Who  hath  relieved  yoa  ? 
Francisco.    Give  you  good-night)  Bernardo  hath  my  plac«. 


The  first  occupation  bf  our  travellers  was  to  find  the 
nueans  of  crossing  the  moat,  and  they  were  not  long  of 
discovering  the  Ute-du-pont  on  which  the  drawbridge, 
when  lowered,  had  formerly  rested.  The  bridge  itself 
had  been  long  decayed,  but  a  temporary  passage  of  fir- 
trees  and  planks  had  been  constructed,  apparently  very 
lately,*  which  admitted  them  to  the  chief  entrance  of  the 
eastle.  On  entering  it,  they  found  a  wicket  opening 
under  the  archway,  which,  glimmering  with  light,  served 
to  guide  them  to  a  hall  prepared  evidently  for  their  ac- 
commodation as  well  as  circumstances  had  admitted  of. 

A  large  fire  of  well-seasoned  wood  burned  blithely  in 
the  chimney,  and  had  been  msdntained  so  long  there, 
that  the  air  of  the  hall,  notwithstanding  its 'great  size  and 
somewhat  ruinous  aspect,  felt  mild  and  genial.  There 
was  also  at  the  end  of  the  apartment  a  stack  of  wood;  large 
enough  to  maintain  the  fire  had  they  been  to  remain 
there  a  week.  Two  or  three  long  tables  in  the  hall  stood 
covered  and  ready  for  their  reception  ;  and,  on  looking 
more  closely,  several  large  hampers  were  found  in  a  cor- 
ner, containing  cold  provisions  of  every  kind,  prepared 
with  great  care,  for  their  immediate  use.  The  eyes  of 
the  good  Burgess  of  Soleure  twinkled  when  he  beheld 
the  young  men  in  the  act  of  transferring  the  supper  fiom 
the  hampers,  and  arranging  it  on  the  table. 

"  Well,"  said  he,  "  these  poor  men  of  Bale  have  saved 
their  character ;  since,  if  they  have  fallen  short  in  wel- 
PMne,  they  have  abounded  in  good  cheer." 

11       VOL..  I. 
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"  Ah,  friend  !"said  Arnold  Biederma*.,  "  the  absence 
of  the  landlord  is  a  great  deduction  from  the  entertain- 
ment. Better  half  an  apple  from  the  hand  of  your  host, 
than  a  bridal  feast  without  his  company." 

"  We  owe  them  the  less  for  their  banquet,"  said  the 
Banneret.  <<  But,  from  the  doubtful  language  they  held, 
I  should  judge  it  meet  to  keep  a  strong  guard  to-night, 
and  even  that  some  of  our  young  men  should,  from  time 
to  time,  patrol  around  the  old  ruins.  The  place  is  strong 
and  defensible,  and  so  far  our  thanks  are  due  to  those 
who  have  acted  as  our  quarter-masters.  We  wiU,  how- 
•Ter,  with  your  permission,  my  honoured  brethren,  ex«- 
amine  the  house  within,  and  then  arrange  regular  guards 
and  patrols. — ^To  your  duty  then,  young  men,  and  sewp<^b 
these  ruins  carefully, — they  may  perchance  cotitain  tnof0 
than  ourselves ;  for  we  are  now  near  one  who,  like  a 
pilfering  fox,  moves  more  willingly  by  night  than  by  day» 
and  seeks  his  prey  amidst  ruins  and  wildernesses  rather 
than  in  the  open  field."  ^ 

All  agreed  to  this  proposal.  The  young  men  took 
torches,  of  which  a  good  provision  bad  been  left  for  their 
use,  and  made  a  strict  search  through  the  ruins. 

The  greater  part  of  the  castle  was  much  more  wasted 
and  ruinous  than  the  portion  which  the  citizens  of  Bale 
seemed  to  have  destined  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
embassy.  Some  parts  were  roofless,  and  the  whole  descH 
late.  The  glare  of  light — the  gleam  of  arms — ^the  sound 
of  the  human  voice,  and  echoes  of  mortal  tread,  startled 
irom  their  dark  recesses  bats,  owls,  and  other  birds  of 
ill  omen,  the  usual  inhabitants  of  such  time«-woni  edi* 
6ce$,  whose  flight  tiirough  the  desolate  chambers  n^peat'*^ 
edly  occasioned  alarm  amongst  those- who  heard  the  noises 
without  seeing  the  cause,  and  shouts  of  laughter  when  it 
became  known.  They  discbvered  that  the  deep  moat 
surrounded  their  place  of  retreat  on  all  sides,  and  of 
course  that  they  were  in  safety  against  any  attack  wUch 
could  be  made  from  without,  except  it  was  attempted  by 
the  main  entrance,  which  it  was  easy  to  barricaide^  wi 
guard  with  sentinels.     They  also  ascertainwi  by  strict 
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learch,  thai  though  it  was  possible  ao  individual  nu|^ 
be  concealed  amid  such  a  waste  of  ruins,  yet  it  was  alio* 
getber  impossible  that  any  number  which  might  be  for- 
midable to  so  large  a  party  as  their  own,  could  have  re* 
mained  there  without  a  certainty  of  discovery.  These 
particulars  were  reported  to  the  Banneret,  who  directed 
I>onnerhugel  to  take  charge  of  a  body  of  six  of  the  young, 
men,  such  as  lie  should  himself  choose,  to  patrol  on  the 
outside  of  the  building  till  the  first  cock^rowing,  and  at 
that  hour  to  return  to  the^castle,  when  the  same  number 
were  to  take  the  duty  \ill  morning  dawned,  and  then  be 
relieved  in  their  turn.  Rudolph  declared  hb  own  iaten^ 
tion  to  remain  on  guard  the  whole  night ;  and  as  he  waa 
equally  remarkable  for  vigilance  as  fix  strength  and  cour- 
age, the  external  watch  was  considered  as  safely  provided 
for,  it  being  settled  that,  in  case  of  any  sudden  rencounter, 
the  deep  and  hoarse  sound  of  the  Swiss  bogle  should 
be  the  signal  for  sending  support  to  the  patrolling  party. 

Within  side  the  castle,  tbe  precautions  were'taken  witk 
equal  vigilance.  A  sentmel,  to  be  relieved  every  two 
hours,  was  appointed  to  take  post  at  the  principal  gate, 
and  other  two  kept  watch  on  the  other  side  of  the  castle, 
although  the  moat  appeared  to  insure  safety  in  than 
quarter. 

Tliese  precautions  being  taken,  the  remainder  of  the 
party  sat  down  to  refresh  themselves,  the  deputies  occu* 
pying  the  upper  part  of  the  hall,  while  those  of  their ' 
escort  modestly  arranged  themselves  in  the  lower  end  of 
the  same  large  apartment.  Quantities  of  hay  and  straw, 
which  were  left  piled  in  the  wide  castle,  were  put  to  the 
purpose  for  wbk^h  undoubtedly  they  had  been  destined 
by  the  citizens  of  B^,  and,  with  the  aid  of  cloaks  and 
mantles,  were  judged  excellent  good  bedding  by  a  hardy 
race,  who,  in  war  or  the  chase,  were  often  well  satisfied 
with  a  much  worse  night's  lair. 

The  attention  of  the  Balese  had  even  gone  so  far  as 
to  provide  for  Anne  of  Geierstein  separate  accommoda'* 
tion,  more  suitable  to  her  use  than  that  assigned  to  the 
vmu  of  the  party.    An  apartment,  which  bad  probabV 


Digitized 


by  Google 


1S4  ANNE    OF    GEIERSTKIN. 

oeen  the  battery  of  the  castle^  entered  from  the  hall,  aiid 
had  also  a  doorway  leading  out  into  a  passage  connected 
with  the  ruins ;  but  this  last  had  hastily,  yet  carefully, 
been  built  up  with  large  hewn  stones  taken  from  the 
ruins  ;  without  mortar,  indeed,  or  any  other  cement,  but 
90  well  secured  by  their  own  weight,  that  an  attempt  to  dis- 
« place  them  must  have  alarmed  not  only  any  one  who  might 
be  in  the  apartment  itself,  but  also  those  who  were  in  the 
hall  adjacent,  or  mdeed  in  any  part  of  the  castle.  In  the 
small  room  thus  carefully  arranged  and  secured  there 
were  two  pallet-beds  and  a  large  fire,  which  blazed  on 
the  hearth,  and  gave  warmth  and  comfort  to  the  apart- 
ment. Even  the  means  of  devotion  were  not  forgotten, 
a  small  crucifix  of  bronze  being  hung  over  a  table,  on 
which  lay  a  breviary. 

Those  who  first  discovered  this  little  place  of  retreat, 
came  back  loud  in  praise  of  the  delicacy  of  the  citizens 
of  Bale,  who,  while  preparing  for  the  general  accommo- 
dation of  the  strangers,  had  not  failed  to  provide  sepa- 
rately and  peculiarly  for  that  of  their  female  companion. 

Arnold  Biederman  felt  the  kindness  of  this  conduct. 
^'  We  should  pity  our  friends  of  Bale,  and  not  nourish 
resentment  against  them,"  he  said.  "  They  have  stretch- 
ed their  kindness  towards  us  as  far  as  their  personal  ap- 
prehensions permitted  ;  and  that  is  saying  no  small  matter 
for  them,  my  masters,  for  no  passion  is  so  unutterably 
selfish  as  that  of  fear. — Anne,  my  love,  thou  art  fatigued. 
Gk>  to  the  retreat  provided  for  you,  and  Lizette  shall 
bring  you  fix>m  this  abundant  mass  of  provisions  what 
will  be  fittest  for  your  evening  meal." 

So  saying,  he  led  his  niece  into  the  little  bed-room, 
and,  looking  round  with  an  air  of  #omplacency,  wished 
her  good  repose ;  but  there  was  something  on  the  maiden's 
brow  which  seemed  to  augur  that  her  uncle's  wishes 
would  not  be  fulfilled.  From  the  moment  she  had  left 
Switzerland,  her  looks  had  become  clouded;  her  inter- 
course with  those  who  approached  her  had  grown  more 
brief  and  rare  ;  her  whole  appearance  was  marked  with 
iecret  anxiety  or  secret  sorrow.    This  did  not  escape 
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ber  unde,  who  naturaUy  imputed  it  to  the  pain  of  parting 
from  him,  which  was  probably  soon  to  take  place,  and  to 
her  regret  at  leaving  the  tranquil  spot  in  which  so  many 
years  of  her  youth  had  been  spent. 

But  Anne  of  Geierstein  had  no  sooner  entered  tlie 
apartment,  than  her  whole  frame  trembled  violently,  and 
the  colour  leaving  her  cheeks  entirely,  she  sunk  down  on  < 
one  of  the  pallets,  where,  resting  her  elbows  on  the  knees, 
and  pressing  her  hands  on  her  forehead,  she  rather  resem- 
bled a  person  borne  down  by  mental  distress,  or  oppressed 
by  some  severe  illness,  than  one  who,  tired  with  a  journey, 
was  in  haste  to  betake  herself  to  needful  rest.  Arnold 
was  not  quicksighted  as  to  the  many  sources  of  female 
passion.  He  saw  that  his  niece  suffered ;  but  imputing 
it  only  to  the  causes  already  menticHied,  augmented  by 
the  hysterical  effects  often  produced  by  fatigue,  he  gently 
blamed  her  for  having  departed  from  her  character  of  a 
Swiss  maiden  ere  she  was  yet  <^t  of  reach  of  a  Swiss 
breeze  of  wind. 

'^  Thou  must  not  let  the  dames  of  Qermany  or  Flan- 
ders think  that  our  daughters  have  degenerated  from  their 
mothers  ;  else  must  we  fight  the  battles  of  Sempach  and 
Laupen  over  again,  to  convince  the  Emperor,  and  this 
haughty  Duke  of  Burgundy,  that  our  men  are  of  the 
same  mettle  with  their  forefathers.  And  as  for  our  part- 
ing, I  do  not  fear  it.  My  brother  is  a  Count  of  the 
Empire,  indeed,  and  therefore  he  must  needs  satisfy  him- 
self that  every  thing  over  which  he  possesses  any  title 
shall  be  at  his  command,  and  sends  for  thee  to  <prove  his 
right  of  doing  so.  But  I  know  him  well :  He  will  no 
sooner  be  satisfied  that  he  may  command  thy  attendancs 
at  pleasure,  than  he  will  concern  himself  about  thee  no 
more.  Thee  ?  Alas  !  poor  thing,  in  what  couidst  thou 
aid  his  courtly  intrigues  and  ambitious  plans?  No,  no — 
thou  art  not  for  the  noble  Count's  purpose,  and  must  be 
content  to  trudge  back  to  rule  the  dairy  at  Geierstein, 
and  be  the  darling  of  thine  old  peasantlike  uncle." 

"  Would  to  God  we  were  there  even  now  !"  said  the 
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naideB,  in  a  tone  of  wretchedness  which  sh^  strore  m 
rain  to  conceal  or  suppress. 

"  That  may  hardly  be  till  we  have  eicecuted  the  pur- 
pose which  brought  us  hither,"  said  the  literal  Landam* 
man.  **  But  lay  thee  on  thy  pallet,  Anne — take  a  morse, 
of  food,  and  three  drops  of  wine,  and  thou  wilt>wake  to- 
morrow as  gay  as  on  a  Swiss  holiday,  when  the  pipe 
sounds  the  reveille.** 

Anne  was  now  able  to  plead  a  severe  headach,  and 
declining  all  refreshment,  which  she  declared  heiself  in- 
Capable  of  tasting,  she  bade  her  uncle  good-night.  She 
then  desired  Lizette  to  get  some  food  for  herself,  caution- 
ing her,  as  she  returned,  to  make  as  little  noise  as  possi- 
ble, and  not  to  break  her  repose  if  she  should  have  the 
good  fortune  to  fall  asleep.  Arnold  Biederman  then 
kissed  his  niece,  and  returned  to  the  hall,  where  his  col- 
leagues in  office  were  impatient  to  commence  an  attack 
on  the  provisions  which*were  in  readiness  5  _to  which  the 
escort  of  young  men,  diminished  by  the  patrols  and  sen- 
tinels, were  no  less  disposed  than  their  seniors. 

The  signal  of  assault  was  given  by  the  Deputy  from 
Schwitz,  the  eldest  of  the  papty,  pronouncing  in  patriar- 
chal form  a  benediction  over  the  meal.  The  travellers 
then  commenced  their  operations  with  a  vivacity,  which 
showed  that  the  uncertainty  whether  they  should  gel 
any  food,  and  the  delays  which  had  occurred  in  arranging 
themselves  in  their  quarters,  had  infinitely  increased  their 
appetites..  Even  the  Landamman,  whose  moderation 
sometimes  approached  to  abstinence,  seemed  that  night  in 
a  more  genial  humour  than  ordinary.  His  friend  of 
Schwitz,  after  his  example,  ate,  drank,  and  spoke  more 
than  usual ;  while  the  rest  of  the  deputies  pushed  their 
meal  to  the  verge  of  a  carousal.  The  elder  Philipson 
marked  the  scene  with  an  attentive  and  anxious  eye, 
confining  his  applications  to  the  wine-cup  to  such  pledges 
as  the  politeness  of  the  times  called  upon  him  to  reply 
to.  His  son  had  'left  the  hall  just  as  the  banquet  began, 
•n  the  manner  which  we  are  now  to  relate. 

Arthur  had  proposed  to  himself  to  join  the  youths  who 
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were  to  peffcrm  the  duty  of  sentinels  within,  or  patToh 
on  the  outside  of  their  place  of  repose,  and  had  indeed 
made  some  arrangement  for  that  purpose  with  Sigismund, 
the  third  of  the  Landamman's  sons.  But  while  about  to 
steal  a  parting  glance  at  Anne  of  Geierstein  before  ofier^ 
ing  his  service  as  l\e  proposed,  there  appeared  on  her 
brow  such  a  deep  and  solemn  expression,  as  diverted  his 
thoughts  from  every  otiier  subject,  excepting  the  anxious 
doubts  as  to  tvhat  could  possibly  have  given  rise  to  such 
a  change.  The  placid  openness  of  brow  ;  the  eye 
which  expressed  conscious  and  fearless  innocence  ;  the 
lips  which,  seconded  by  a  look  as  frank  as  her  words, 
seenned  ever  ready  to  speak,  in  kindness  and  in  confi- 
dence, that  which  the  heart  dictated,  were  for  the  moment 
entirely  changed  in  character  and  expression,  and  in  a 
degree  and  manner  for  which  no  ordinary  cause  coiAi 
satisfactorily  account.  Fatigue  might  have  banished  the 
rose  fi\«m  the  maiden's  beautiful  complexion,  and  sickness 
or  pain  might  have  dimmed  her  eye  and  clouded  her 
brow.  But  the  look  of  deep  dejection  with  which  she 
fixed  her  eyes  at  times  on  the  ground,  and  the  startled 
and  terrified  glance  which  she  cast  around  her  at  other 
intervals,  must  have  had  their  rise  in  some  different 
source.  Neither  could  illness  or  weariness  explain  the 
manner  in  which  her  lips  were  contracted  or  compressed 
together,  like  one  who  makes  up  her  mind  to  act  or 
behold  something  that  is  fearful,  or  account  for  the  tremor 
which  seemed  at  times  to  steal  over  her  insensibly,  though 
by  a  i^trong  eSari  she  was  able  at  intervals  to  throw  it  off. 
For  this  change  of  expression  there  must  be  in  the  heart 
some  deeply  melancholy  and  afflicting  cause.  What 
could  that  cause  be  ? 

It  is  dangerous  for  youth  to  behold  beauty  in  the  pomp 
of  all  her  charms,  with  every  look  bent  upon  conquest- 
more  dangerous  to  see  her  in  the  hour  of  unaffected  and 
unapprehensive  ease  and  simplicity,  yielding  herself  to 
the  graceful  whim  of  the  moment,  and  as  willing  to  be 
pleased  as  desirous  of  pleasing.  There  are  minds  wbicb 
may  be  still  more  sSecied  by  gazing  on  beauty  in  sorroWj 
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and  feeling  that  pitj,  that  desire  of  comfordBg  the  lovelj 
mourner,  which  the  poet  has  described  as  so  nearly  akiF 
to  love.  But  to  a  spirit  of  that  romantic  and  adventur- 
ous cast  which  tlie  Middle  Ages  frequendy  produced, 
the  sight  of  a  }'oung  and  amiable  person  evidently  in  a 
state  of  terror  and  suffering,  which  had  no  visible  cause, 
was  perhaps  still  more  impressive  than  beauty,  in  het 
pride,  her  tenderness,  or  her  sorrow.  Such  sentiments, 
it  must  be  remembered,  were  not  confined  to  the  highest 
ranks  only,  but  might  Uien  be  found  in  all  classes  of  so- 
ciety which  were  raised  above  the  mere  peasant  or  artisan. 
Young  Philipson  gazed  on  Anne  of  Geierstein  with  such 
intense  curiosity,  mingled  with  pity  and  tenderness,  that 
the  bustling  scene  around  him  seemed  to  vanish  from  his 
eyes,  and  leave  no  one  in  the  noisy  hall  save  himself 
and  the  object  of  his  interest. 

What  could  it  be  that  so  evidently  oppressed  and 
almost  quailed  a  spirit  so  well  balanced,  and  a  courage  so 
well  tempered,  when,  being  guarded  by  the  swords  of  the 
bravest  men  perhaps  to  be  found  in  Europe,  and  lodged 
in  a  place  of  strength,  even  the  most  timid  of  her  sex 
might  have  found  confidence  ?  Surely  if  an  attack  were 
to  be  made  upon  them,  the  clamour  of  a  conflict  in  such 
circumstances  could  scarce  be  more  terrific  than  the  roar 
of  those  cataracts  which  he  had  seen  her  despise  ?  At 
least,  he  thought,  she  ought  to  be  aware  that  there  is  one, 
who  is  bound  by  friendship  and  gratitude  to  fight  to  the 
death  in  her  defence.  Would  to  heaven,  he  continued  ia 
the  same  reverie,  it  were  possible  to  convey  to  her^ 
without  sign  or  speech,  the  assurance  of  my  unalterable 
resolution  to  protect  her  in  the  worst  of  perils  I — ^As  such 
thoughts  streamed  through  his  mind,  Anne  raised  her 
eyes  in  one  of  those  fits  of  deep  feeling  which  seemed  to 
overwhelm  her  ;  and,  while  she  cast  them  round  the  hall^ 
with  a  look  of  apprehension,  as  if  she  expected  to  see 
amid  the  well-known  companions  of  her  journey  some 
strange  and  unwelcome  apparition,  they  encountered  the 
fixed  and  anxious  gaze  of  young  Philipson.     They  wera 
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mstaotly  brat  on  the  grooDd,  while  a  deep  blush  showed 
how  much  she  was  eonaeious  of  having  attncted  hia  at 
tention  by  her  {»pevious  deportment. 

Arthur,  on  his  part,  with  equal  consciousoesSy  blushed 
as  deeply  as  the  maiden  herself,  and  drew  himself  back 
fiom  her  observation*  But  when  Anne  rose  up,  and  was 
escorted  by  her  uncle  to  her  bedchamber,  in  the  manner 
we  have  already  mentionedyit  seemed  to  Philipson'as  if 
she  had  carried  with  her  from  the  apartment  the  lights  with 
which  it  was  illuminated,  and  left  it  in  the  twilight  melan- 
choly of  some  funeral  hall.  His  deep  musings  were  pur- 
suing the  subject  which  occupied  them  thus  anxiously, 
when  the  manly  voice  of  Donnerhugel  spoke  close  in  his 
ear — 

^<  What,  cmnrade,  has  our  journey  to-day  &tigued  you 
so  much  that  you  go  to  sleep  upon  your  feet  ?*' 

<<  Now  Heaven  forbid,  Hauptman/'  said  the  English- 
man, starting  from  his  reverie,  and  addressing  Ruddph 
by  this  name,  (signifying  Captain,  or  literally  Head-man,) 
which  the  youth  of  the  expedition  had  by  unanimous 
consent  bestowed  on  him,-<-<<  Heaven  forbid  I  should  sleep, 
if  there  be  aught  like  action  in  the  wind." 

^^  Where  dost  thou  propose  to  be  at  cock*ciow  ?"  said 
the  Swiss. 

"  Where  duty  shall  call  me,  or  your  experience,  noble 
Hauptmao,  shall  appoint,"  replied  Arthur.  <<  But,  with 
your  leave,  I  purposed  to  take  Sigismund's  guard  on  the 
bridge  till  mkinight  or  mommg  dawn.  He  still  feels  the 
sprain  which  he  received  in  his  spring  after  yonder  cha- 
mois, and  I  persuaded  him  to  take  some  uninterrupted 
rest,  as  the  best  mode  of  restoring  his  strength." 

'^  He  will  do  well  to  keep  his  counsel,  then,"  again 
whispered  Donnerliugel ;  ''  the  old  Landamman  is  not  a 
man  to  make  allowances  for  mishaps,  when  they  inter- 
fere with  duty.  Those  who  are  under  his  orders  should 
have  as  few  brains  as  a  bull,  as  strong  limbs  as  a  bear,  and 
be  as  impassable  as  lead  or  iron  to  all  the  casualties  of  life, 
and  all  the  weaknesses  of  humanity." 

Arthur  replied  in  the  same  tone : — <'  I  have  betfn  the 
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Landamman^s  gtsest  for  8om«  time,  and  fai«« 
ipecitneAd  of  feuiy  such  ri^  diaeipltne." 

<<  You  are  a  stranger^"  sttid  the  Swiss,  ^^ond  the  old 
mail  has  too  mtieh  ho^itality  to  lay  you  under  tbe  least 
restraint.  You  are  a  volunteer,  too^  in  whatever  ikaro 
you  choose  to  take  in  our  sports  or  ourmykary  duty  i  aaxl 
therefore,  wtien  i  ask  you  to  walk  abroad  with  me  8t  tiie 
first  cock-crowing,  it  is  only  in  the  event  that  such  ex&r* 
cise  shall  entirely  consist  with  your  own  pleasune." 

'^  I  consider  myself  as  undcnr  your  command  for  ihk> 
time,"  said  Philipson  ;  "  but,  not  to  bandy  courtesy  at 
oock^crow  I  shall  be  relieved  from  my  watch  on  the  draw** 
bridge,  and  will  foe  by  that  time  glad  to  esscfaange  tb« 
post  for  a  more  extended  walk." 

<<  Do  yon  not  choose  more  of  this  fttiguing,  and  prob- 
ably unnecessary  duty,  than  may  befit  your  strength  ?" 
said  Rudolph. 

"  I  take  no  more  than  you  do,"  said  Arthur,  <^  as  you 
})ropose  not  to  take  rest  till  morning." 

"  True,*'  answered  Donnerfiugel,  «  but  I  am  a  Swiss/' 

**  And  I,"  answered  Philips(Hi  quickly,  <<  am  an  Eng-* 
lishman." 

*^  I  did  not  mean  what  I  said  in  the  sense  you  take 
it/'  said  Rudolph,  laughing  ;  "  I  only  meant,  that  I  am 
more  interested  in  this  matter  than  you  can  be,  who  are  a 
stranger  to  the  cause  in  which  we  are  personally  en- 
gaged." 

"  I  am  a  stranger,  no  doubt,"  replied  Arthur ;  <<  but  a 
stranger  who  has  enjoyed  your  hospitality,  and  who, 
therefore,  claims  a  right,  while  with  you,  to  a  share  ia 
your  labours  and  dangers." 

'<  Be  it  so,*^  said  Rudolph  Donnerhugel.  ''  I  shall 
have  finished  my  first  rounds  at  the  hour  when  the  semi- 
nels  at  the  castle  are  relieved,  and  shall  be  ready  to 
recommence  them  in  your  good  company." 

**  Content,"  said  the  Englishman.  «  And  now  I  will 
to  my  post,  for  I  suspect  Sigismund  is  blaming  me  alreadj, 
as  oblivious  of  my  promise." 

Th^  hastened  together  to  the  gate,  when  Sigismund 
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wfflingly  yielded  up  his  wetpon  and  his  guard  lo  foong 
Pbilipson^  eonfinning  the  idea  sonietitnes  entertained  or 
Mid,  that  be  was  the  most  indolent  and  least  spirited  ol 
the  family  of  Geientein.  Rudolph  eould  not  auppiesi 
his  displeasure. 

^'  What  would  the  Landamman  say,"  he  demanded, 
^*  if  he  saw  thee  thus  quietly  yield  up  post  and  partisan 
to  a  stranger  ?" 

**  He  would  say  I  did  well/'  answered  the  young  man, 
nothing  daunted  ;  **  for  he  is  for  ever  reminding  us  to  let 
the  stranger  hare  his  own  way  in  every  thing ;  and  Eng* 
Bsh  Arthur  stands  on  this  bridge  by  his  own  wish,  and  no 
asidng  of  mine. — ^Therefore,  khid  Arthur,  since  thou  wik 
barter  warm  straw  and  a  sound  rieep  for  fh>sty  air  and  a 
clear  moonlight,  1  mdce  thee  welcome  with  all  my  heart. 
Hear  your  duty.  You  are  to  stop  all  who  enter,  or  at* 
tempt  to  enter,  or  till  they  give  the  password.  If  they 
are  strangers,  you  must  give  alarm.  But  you  wiH  sufler 
such  of  our  fKends  as  are  known  to  you  to  pass  outwards, 
without  challenge  or  alarm,  because  the  deputation  may 
6nd  occasion  to  send  miessengers  abroad/* 

**  A  murrian  on  thee,  thou  laxy  losel !'"  said  Rudolph 
— '^  Thou  art  the  only  sluggard  of  thy  kin." 

**  Then  am  I  the  only  wise  man  of  them  all,"  said  the 
youth. — ^*  Hailc  ye,  brave  Haoptman,  ye  have  supped 
this  evening,— rhave  ye  not  ?"  / 

**  It  is  a  point  of  wisdom,  ye  owl,"  answenMl  the  Bw^ 
nese,  «*  not  to  go  into  the  forest  fasting." 

<*  If  it  is  wisdom  to  eat  when  we  are  hungry,"  answer-* 
ed  Sigismund,  **  there  can  be  no  fotly  in  sleeping  whett 
we  are  weary."  So  saying,  and  after  a  desperate  yawn 
or  two,  the  relieved  sentinel  halted  off,  ^ving  fuH  effod 
to  the  sprain  of  which  he  complained. 

**  Tet  there  is  strength  in  those  loitering  limbs,  and 
valour  in  that  indolent  and  sluggish  spirit,**  said  Rudolph 
to  the  Englishmen.  **  But  it  is  time  that  I,  who  censure 
others,  should  betake  me  to  my  own  task. — Hither,  com- 
rades of  the  watch,  hither." 

The  Bernese  accompanied  these  words  with  a  whistle^ 
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wlattch  bioagbt  frara  within  six  young  mea,  urbom  be  hid 
j^vioasly  chosen  for  the  duty,  and  who,  after  a  hurried 
supper^  DOW  waited  his  summons*  One  or  two  of  theai 
had  large  blood-hounds  or  lyme-dogs,  which,  though 
usually  employed  in  the  pursuit  of  animab  of  chase, 
were  also  excellent  for  discoTering  ambuscades,  in  which 
duty>  their  services  were  now  to  be  employed.  One  of 
these  animals  was  held  in  a  leash,  by  the  person  wboy 
forming  tbe  advance  of  the  party,  went  about  twenty 
yards  in  front  of  them ;  a  second  was  the  property  of 
Donnerhugel  himself,  wlio  had  the  creature  singularly 
under  command.  Three  of  his  companions  attended 
bim  closely,  and  the  two  others  followed,  one  of  whom 
bore  a  horn  of  the  Bernese  wild  bull,  by  way  of  bugle» 
This  little  party  crossed  tbe  moat  by  the  temporary 
bridge,  and  moved  on  to  the  verge  of  the  forest,  which 
lay  adjacent  to  tbe  castle,  and  the  skirts  of  which  were 
most  likely  to  conceal  any  ambuscade  that  could  be 
apprehended.  The  moon  was  now  up,  and  near  the  full, 
to  that  Arthur,  from  the  elevation  on  which  the  castle 
stood,  could  trace  their  slow,  cautious  march,  amid  the 
broad  silver  light,  until  they  were  lost  in  the  depths  of 
the  forest. 

When  this  object  had  ceased  to  occupy  his  eyes,  the 
thoughts  of  his  lonely  watch  again  retmmed  to  Anne  of 
Geierstein,  and  to  the  singular  expression  of  distress  and 
apprehension  which  had  that  evening  clouded  hei:  beauti- 
fiil  features.  Then  tbe  blush  which  had  chased,  for  the 
moment,  paleness  and  terror  £rom  her  countenance,  at  the 
instant  his  eyes  encountered  hers — ^was  it  anger — was  it 
modesty — ^was  it  some  softer  feeling,  more  gentle  than 
the  one,  more  tender  than  the  other  ?  Toung  Pbilipson^ 
who,  like  Chaucer's  Squire,  was  <<  as  modest  as  a  maid," 
fdmost  trembled  to  give  to  that  look  the  favourable  inter- 
pretation, which  a  more  self-satisfied  gallant  would  have 
applied  to  it  without  scruple.  No  hue  of  rising  or  setting 
day  was  ever  so  lovely  in  the  eyes  of  the  young  man,  as 
that  blush  was  in  his  recollection ;  nor  did  ever  enthusi- 
astic '  viisionacy,  or  poetical  dreamer,  find  out  so  miany 
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fcaciful  £»rms  in  die  douds,  at  Arthur  diviMad  vwiouf 
interptietatiQns  from  the  indications  of  iaiarest  which  bad 
passed  over  the  beautiful  oountanaiioe  of  the  Swiia 
maiden. 

'  la  tlie  nieantinie,  the  thought  suddenly  bunt  on  hig 
reverie^  that  it  could  little  coocem  him  what  vf$a  the 
cause  oi  the  perturbation  she  had  exhibited.  They  had 
met  at  no  distant  period  for  the  first  time, — they  musl 
soon  part  for  ever.  She  could  be  nothing  more  to  him 
^tban  the  remembrance  of  a  beautiful  vision,  and  he  could 
have  no  other  part  in  her  meoMMry  save  as  a  stranger  from 
a  foreign  land,  who  had  been  a  sojourner  fat  a  season  in 
lier  uncle's  house,  but  whom  she  could  never  expect  to 
see  again.  *  When  tUs  idea  intruded  on  the  train  of  ro- 
mantic visions  which  agitated  him,  it  was  like  the  sharp 
stroke  of  the  harpoon,  which  awakens  the  whale  from 
slumbering  torpidity  into  violent  action.  The  gateway 
in  which  the  young  soldier  kept  his  watch  seemed  sud* 
denly  too  narrow  for  him.  He  rushed  across  the  tempo- 
rary bridge,  and  hastily  traversed  a  short  space  of  ground 
in  front  of  the  tete-^u-panty  or  defensive  work,  on  which 
its  outer  extremity  rested. 

Here  for  a  time  be  paced  the  narrow  extent  to  which  he 
was  confined  by  his  duty  a%  a  sentinel,  with  long  and  rapicT 
strides,  as  if  be  bad  been  engaged  by  vow  to  take  the 
greatest  possible  quantity  of  exercise  upon  that  limited 
space  of  ground.  His  exertion,  however,  produced  the 
effect  of  in  some  degree  composing  his  mind,  recalling 
him  to  himself,  and  reminding  him  of  the  numerous  rea- 
sons which  prohibited  his  fixing  his  attention,  much  more 
his  affections,  upon  this  young  person,  however  fascinat- 
ing she  was. 

I  have  surely,  he  thought,  as  he  slackened  his  pace, 
ftnd  shouldered  his  heavy  partisan,  sense  enough  left  to 
recollect  my  condition  and  my  duties — to  think  of  my 
father,  to  whom  I  am  all  in  all — and  to  think  also  on  .the 
dishonour  which  must  accrue  to  me,  were  I  capable  of 
winning  the  affections  of  a  frank-hearted  and  confidix^ 
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tM,  to  whom  I  oottld  iief«r  do  jostiee  by  dMicfttbig  ttty 
life  to  rMurti  lheni«  "No,^  lie  Mid  to  bimseH;  ''she 
wiH  soon  forget  me,  «ttd  1  will  ecody  to  reineniber  ber  no 
otherwise  than  I  would  a  pleasing  dream,  which  hath  ht 
a  moment  eroteed  a  night  of  perik  and  dangera,  such  as 
my  liSb  seems  doomed  to  be." 

As  be  spoke,  be  stopped  shoK  in  his  walk,  and  as  be 
Vested  on  his  weapon,  a  teso*  rase  unbidden  to  his  eye, 
and  stole  down  bis  ebeek  without  bemg  wiped  away. 
But  he  combated  this  gentler  mood  of  pa^fon,  as  he  bad 
fortnerly  battled  with  tfa%t  whiefa  was  of  a  wSder  and  mor^ 
desperate  cbaraeter.  Shaking  off  the  dejection  and 
rfnking  of  spirit  which  be  felt  creeping  upon  him,  he 
resumed,  at  the  same  time>  the  idf  and  attitude  of  an 
attentive  sentinri,  and  i^ealled  his  mind  to  the  duties  of  his 
watch,  which)  in  the  tamult  of  his  feelings  be  had  ahno^lt 
forgotten.  But  what  was  his  astonishment,  when,  as  he 
loel^ed  out  on  the  dear  landscape,  thme  passed  (horn  the 
bridge  towards  the  forest,  crossing  him  in  the  broad 
mo(mright,  tfa^  lifing  and  moving  likeness  of  Anne  of 
Geierstein ! 


CHAPTER  X. 

We  know  not  when  we  sleep  nor  wlien  we  wake. 

Visiont  distinct  itnd  perfeet  crots  oar  tye, 

Which  to  the  tlMMlierer  Men  retdiliet  I 

AAI  while  they  waked,  some  men  have  leen  nich  i«hla 

At  aet  ai  naught  the  evidence  of  aenfe. 

And  left  them  well  penuaded  they  weie  draamiog. 


Thy  apparition  of  Anne  of  Geierstein  crossed  her 
jbver^-^er  admirer,  at  least  we  must  call  him-^witbin 
ihoifer  time  than  we  can  tell  the  story.  But  it  was  dis- 
tinct, perfect,  and  undoubted.     In  the  very  instant  when 
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Ae  yoQAg  Eftglishinan)  shaking  off liis  food  despoDdecieyi 
raised  bis^head  to  look  out  upon  the  scene  of  his  wateh, 
she  came  from  the  nearer  end  of  the  bridge,  crossing  tha 
path  of  the  sentinei,  upon  whom  she  did  not  even  cast  a 
look,  and  passed  with  a  rapid  yet  steady  pace  towards 
the  verge  of  the  woodland. 

It  would  have  been  natural,  though  Arthur  had  been 
directed  not  to  challenge  persons  who  left  the  castle,  but 
only  such  as  might  approach  it,  that  he  should  neverthe*. 
less,  had  it  only  been  in  mere  civility,  have  held  some 
communication,  however  slight,  fvith  the  maiden  as  she 
crossed  his  post.  B«C  the  suddenness  of  her  appearance 
took  from  him  for  the  instant  both  speech  and  motion,  it 
seemed  as  if  his  own  imagination  had  raised  up  a  pban* 
tom,  presenting  to  bis  outward  senses  the  form  and  fea- 
tures  which  engrossed  his  mind  ;  and  he  was  silent,  partly 
at  least  from  the  idea,  that  what  be  gaaed  upon  was  ion 
material  and  not  of  this  world. 

Il  would  have  been  no  less  natwul  that  Anne  of  Geief^ 
stein  should  have  in  some  manner  acknowledged  xbm 
person  who  bad  spent  a  considerable  time  under  the  same 
roof  with  her,  had  been  often  her  partner  in  the  dance, 
and  her  conqmnion  in  the  field  ;  but  she  did  not  evince 
the  slightest  token  of  recognition,  nor  even  look  towards 
him  as  she  passed  ;  her  eye  was  on  the  wood,  to  whicll 
she  advanced  swiftly  and  steadily,  and  she  was  hidden  by 
its  boughs  ere  Arthur  had  recollected  himself  sufficiently 
to  determine  what  to  do. 

His  first  feeling  was  anger  at  biaaself  for  sibling  her 
to  pass  imquestioned,  when  it  might  wdl  chance^  that 
npon  any  errand  which  called  her  forth  at  so  estraordiaa* 
ry  a  time  and  place,  he  might  have  been  enabled  tm 
aflbrd  her  assistance,  or  at  least  advice.  This  aenti- 
ment  was  for  a  short  time  so  predominant,  that  be  nua 
towards  the  place  where  he  bad  seen  the  skirt  of  her 
dress  disappear,  and  whisperiag  her  name  as  loud  as  ihm 
fear  of  ahurmbg  the  ca^  permitted,  conjured  her  lo 
fduEBy  and  hearUm  but  for  e  few  brief  dMBieiils.^   N« 
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answer,  howevor,  was  returned ;  and  when  the  braoGhes 
of  the  trees  began  to  darken  over  his  head  and  to  inter- 
sept  the  moonlight,  he  recollected  that  he  was  leaving 
liis  post,  apd  exposing  his  fellow>u*avellers,  whp  were 
trusting  in  his  vigilance,  to  the  danger  of  surprise. 

He  hastened,  therefore,  back  to  the  castle  gate,  with 
natter  for  deeper  and  more  inextricable  doubt  and  anxiety, 
than  had  occupied  him  during  the  commencement  of  hb 
watch.  He  asked  himself  in  vain,  with  what  purpose 
that  modest  young  maiden,  whose  manners  were  frank, 
but  whose  conduct  had  always  seemed  so  delicate  and 
reserved,  could  sally  forth  at  midnight  like  a  damsel- 
^rant  in  romance,  when  she  was  in  a  strange  country  and 
suspicious  neighbourhood  ;  yet  he  rejected,  as  he  would 
have  shrunk  from  blasphemy,  any  interpretation  which 
could  have  thrown  censure  upon  Anne  of  Geierstein. 
No,  noticing  was  she  capable  of  doing  for  which  a  friend 
could  have  to  blush.  But  connecting  her  previous  agita* 
tion  with  the  extraordinary  fact  of  her  leaving  the  castle, 
alone,  and  defenceless,  at  such  an  hour,  Arthur  necessa- 
rily concluded  it  must  argue  some  cogent  reason,  and,  as 
was  most  hkely,  of  an  unpleasant  nature. — "  I  will  watch 
her  return,"  he  internally  uttered,  "  and,  if  she  will  give 
irie  an  opportunity,  I  will  convey  to  her  the  assurance 
that  there  b  one  faithful  bosom  in  her  neighbourhood, 
which  is  bound  in  honour  and  gratitude  to  pour  out  every 
drop  of  its  blood,  if  by  doing  so  it  can  protect  her  from 
the  slightest  inconvenience.  This  is  no  silly  flight  of 
romance,  for  which  common  sense  has  a  right  to  reproach 
me  ;  it  is  only  what  I  ought  to  do,  what  I  must  do,  or 
forego  every  claim  to  be  termed  a  man  of  honesty  or 
bonour." 

Yet  scarce  did  the  young  man  think  himself  anchored 
<ni  a  resolution  which  seemed  unobjectionable,  than  hit 
thoughts  were  again  adrift.  He .  reflected  that  Anne 
might  have  a  desire  to  visit  the  neighbouring  town  of 
Bale,  to  which  she  had  been  invited  the  day  before,  and 
s^her^  her  uncle  had  friends.     It  was  indeed  an  uncom- 
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moD  hour  to  select  fer  such  a  purpose  ;  but  Arthur  was 
■ware  that  the  Swiss  maidens  feared  neither  sditaty 
walks  Dor  late  hours,  and  that  Anne  would  have  walked 
among  her  own  hills  by  moonlight  much  farther  than  the 
distance  betwixt  their  place  of  encampment  and  Bale,  to 
see  a  sick  friend,  or  ibr  any  similar  purpose.  To  press  him- 
self on  her  confidence,  then  might  be  impertinence,  not 
kindness ;  and  as  she  had  passed  him  without  iaking  the 
slightest  notice  of  his  presence,  it  was  evident  she  did  not 
mean  voluntarily  to  make  him  her  confidant ;  and  proba- 
bly she  was  involved  in  no  difficulties  where  his  aid 
could  be  useful.  In  that  case,  the  duty  of  a  gentleman 
was  to  permit  her  to  return  as  she  had  gone  forth,  unno- 
ticed and  unquestioned,  leaving  it  with  herself  to  hold 
communication  with  him  or  not  as  she  should  choose. 

Another  idea,  belonging  to  the  age,  also  passed  through 
his  mind,  though  it  made  no  strong  impression  upon  it. 
This  form,  so  perfectly  resembling  Anne  of  Geierstein, 
might  be  a  deception  of  the  sight,  or  it  might  be  one  of 
those  fantastic  apparitions  concerning  which  there  were 
so  many  tales  told  in  all  countries,  and  of  which  Swit- 
zerland and  Germany  had,  as  Arthur  well  knew,  their 
full  share.  The  internal  and  undefinable  feelings  which 
restrained  him  from  accosting  the  maiden,  as  might  have 
been  natural  for  him  to  have  done,  are  easily  explained, 
on  the  supposition  that  his  mortal  frame  shrunk  fi-om  an 
encounter  with  a  being  of  a  different  nature.  There  had 
also  been  some  expressions  of  the  magistrate  of  Bile, 
which  might  apply  to  the  castle's  bein^  liable  to  be 
haunted  by  beings  from  another  world.  But  though  the 
general  belief  in  such  ghostly  apparitions  prevented  the 
Englishman  fit)m  being  positively  incredulous  on  the 
subject,  yet  the  instructions  of  his  father,  a  man  of  great 
lA-epidity  and  distinguished  good  sense,  had  taught  him 
to  be  extremely  unwilling  to  refer  any  thing  to  supernatu- 
ral interferences,  which  was  capable  of  explanation  by 
ordmary  ndes;  aud  he  therefore  shook  off,  without  diffi- 
culty, any  feelings  of  superstitious  fear,  which  for  atf 

12*      VOL.  I. 


Digitized 


by  Google 


iS8  AlVHB    or   «SIS&STBiif» 

nstant  camiected  itself  with  his  nocturnal  tdveatioot  Ho: 
resolved  fiaallj  so  suppress  all  disquieting  coajeotufe  on; 
the  subject,  aiid  to  await  finnly,  if  not  patieetly,  the 
return  of  the  fair  vision,  which,  if  it  should  not  fiiUjr 
explain  the  mjrstery,  seemed  at  least  to  sSatA  the  only 
chance  of  throwing  light  upon  it. 

Fixed,  therefore,  in  purpose,  he  traversed  the  walk 
which  his  duty  permitted,  with  his  eyes  fixed  on  the  j>art 
of  tlie  forest  where  he  had  seen  the  beloved  &>nn  disap* 
pear,  and  forgetful  for  tlie  moment  that  his  watch  had 
any  other  purpose  tbin  to  observe  her  return.  But  from 
this  abstraction  of  mind  he  was  roused  by  a  distant  souad 
in  the  forest,  which  seemed  the  clash  of  armour.  Re* 
called  at  once  to  a  sense  of  his  duty,  and  its  importance 
to  his  father  and  his  fellow-travellers,  Arthur  fdaoted 
himself  on  the  temporary  bridge,  where  a  stand  could 
best  be  made,  and  turned  both  eyes  and  ears  to  watch 
for  approaching  danger.  The  sound  of  arms  and  foot-* 
steps  came  nearer— spears  and  helmets  advanced  from 
the  greenwood  glade,  and  twinkled  in  the  moonlight. 
But  the  stately  form  of  Rudolph  Donnerhugel,  marching 
in  front,  was  easily  recognised,  and  announced  to  our 
sentinel  the  return  of  the  patrol.  Upon  their  approach 
to  the  bridge,  the  challenge,  and  iotercbange  of  sign  and 
countersign,  which  is  usual  on  such  occasions,  took  place 
in  due  form  ;  and  as  Rudolph's  party  filed  off  one  after 
another  into  the  castle,  he  commanded  them  to  wake 
their  companions,  with  whom  he  intended  to  renew  th# 
patrol,  and  at  the  same  time  to  send  a  relief  to  Arthur 
Philipson,  whose  watch  on  the  bridge  was  now  ended. 
This  last  &ct  was  confirmed  by  the  deep  and  distant  toU 
of  the  Minster  clock  from  the  town  of  Bale,  which,  pro* 
longing  its  sullen  sound  over  field  and  fprest,  announced 
that  midnight  was  past.  ^ 

^^  And  now,  comrade,"  continued  Rudolph  to  the 
Englishman,  '^  have  the  cold  air  and  long  watch  deter* 
mined  thee  to  retire  to  food  and  rest,  or  dost  thou  atiU 
iKild  the  intention  of  partaking  our  rounds  ?" 
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In  trery  truth  it  would  hare  been  Arthur's  choice  to 
have  remained  in  the  place  where  he  was,  for  the  pur« 
pose  of  watching  Anne  of  Geierstetn's  return  froni  her 
mysterious  excursion.  He  could  not  easily  have  found 
an  excuse  for  this,  however,  and  he  was  unwilling  to  give 
the  haughty  Donnerhugel  the  least  suspicion  that  he  was 
inferior  in  hardihood,  or  in  the  power  of  enduring  fatigue, 
.  to  any  of  the  tall  mountaineers,  whose  companion  he 
chanced  to  be  for  the  present.  He  did  not,  therefore,  in- 
dulge even  a  moment's  hesitation ;  but  while  he  restored 
the  borrowed  partisan  to  the  sluggish  Sigismund,  who 
came  from  the  castle  yawning  and  stretching  hhnself  like 
one  whose  slumbers  bad  been  broken  by  no  welcome 
summons,  when  they  were  deepest  and  sweetest,  he  ac- 
quainted Rudolph  that  he  retained  his  purpose  of  par- 
taking in  his  reconnoitring  duty.  They  were  speedily 
joined  by  the  rest  of  the  patroiing  party,  amongst  whom 
was  Rudiger,  the  eldest  son  of  the  Landamman  of  Un- 
terwalden  ;  and  when,  led  by  the  Bernese  champion, 
they  had  reached  the  skirts  of  the  forest,  Rudolph 
commanded  three  of  them  to  attend  Rudiger  Biederman. 

**  Thou  wilt  make  thy  round  to  the  left  side,"  said  the* 
Bernese  ;  "  I  will  draw  off  to  the  right — see  thou  keep- 
est  a  good  look-out,  and  we  will  meet  merrily  at  theplaci! 
appointed.  Take  one  of* the  hounds  with  you.  I  will 
keep  Wolf-fanger,  who  will  open  on  a  Burgundian  as 
readily  as  on  a  bear.** 

Rudiger  moved  off  with  his  party  to  the  .left,  accord- 
ing to  the  directions  received  ;  and  Rudolph,  having  sent 
forward  one  of  his  number  in  front,  and  stationed  another 
in  the  rear,  commanded  the  third  to  follow  himself  and 
Arthur  Philipson,  who  thus  constituted  the  main  body  of 
the  patrol.  Having  intimated  to  their  immediate  attend- 
ant to  keep  at  such  distance  as  to  allow  them  freedom 
of  con%'ersation,  Rudolph  addressed  the  Englishman  with 
the  familiarity  which  their  recent  friendship  had  created. 
— "  And  now,  King  Arthur,  what  thinks  the  Majesty  of 
England  of  our  Helvetian  youth?  Could  they  win 
guerdon  in  tilt  or  tourney,  thinkest  thou,  noble  prince  ? 
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Or  would  they  lank  bat  amoogBt  tho  coward  loughts  ol 
ComouaiUes?"* 

*^  For  tilt  and  tourney  I  cannot  answer/'  said  Arthur, 
summoning  up  his  spirits  tb  reply,  ^^  because  I  never  be- 
held one  of  you  mounted  on  a  steed,  or  having  spear  in 
rest.  But  if  strong  limbs  and  stout  hearts  are  to  be  con- 
sidered, I  would  match  you  Swiss  gallants  with  those  of 
any  country  in  the  universe,  where  manhood  is  to  be 
looked  for,  whether  it  be  in  heart  or  hand." 

"  Thou  speakest  us  iair ;  and,  young  Englishman," 
said  Rudolph,  <<  know  that  we  think  as  highly  of  thee, 
of  which  I  will  presently  aflbrd  thee  a  proof.  Thou 
talked'st  but  now  of  horses.  I  know  but  little  of  them  ; 
yet  I  judge  thou  wouldst  not  buy  a  steed  which  thou 
hadst  only  seen  covered  with  trappings,  or  encumbered 
with  saddle  and  bridle,  but  wouldst  desire  to  look  at  him 
when  stripped,  and  in  his  natural  state  of  freedom  ?" 

"  Ay,  marry,  would  I,"  said  Arthur.  "  Thou  hast 
spoken  on  that  as  if  thou  hadst  been  bom  in  a  district 
called  Yorkshire,  which  men  call  the  merriest  part  of 
Merry  England." 

•  "  Then  I  tell  thee,"  said  Rudolph  Donnerhugel,  '<  that 
thou  hast  seen  our  Swiss  youth  but  half,  since  thou  hast 
observed  them  as  yet  only  in  their  submissive  attendance 
upon  the  elders  of  their  Cantoqs,  or,  at  most,  in  their 
mountain-sports,  which,  though  they  may  show  men's 
outward  strength  and  activity,  can  throw  no  light  on  the 
spirit  and  disposition  by  which  that  strength  and  activity 
are  to  be  guided  and  directed  in  matters  of  high  enter- 
prise." * 

The  Swiss  probably  designed  that  these  remarks  should 
excite  the  curiosity  of  the  stronger.  But  the  English- 
man had  the  image,  look,  and  form  of  Anne  of  Qeier« 
stein,  as  she  bad  passed  him  in  the  silent  hours  of  his 
watch,  too  constantly  before  him,  to  enter  willingly  upon 
a  subject  of  conversation  totally  foreign  to  what  agitated 

*  The  chivalry  of  Cornwall  are  feoerallv  undervalued  in  the  Normaa 
French  romances.    The  cause  is  difllicuU  to  discover. 
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Dis  mind.  He,  therefore,  only  compeUed  biro5df  to 
reply  in  civility,  that  he  had  no  doubt  his  esteem  for  the 
Swiss,  both  aged  and  young,  would  increase  in  propor- 
tion witi)  his  more  intimate  knowledge  of  the  nation. 

He  was  then  silent ;  and  Donnerhugel,  disappointed, 
perhaps,  at  having  failed  to  excite  his  curiosity,  walked 
also  in  silence  by  his  side.  Arthur,  meanwhile,  was 
considering  with  himself  whether  he  should  mention  to 
his  companion  the  circumstance  which  occupied  his  own 
mind,  in  the  hope  that  the  kinsman  of  Anne  of  Geier- 
stein,  and  ancient  friend  of  her  house,  might  be  able  to 
throw  some  light  on  the  subject. 

But  he  felt  within  his  mind  an  insurmountable  objec- 
tion to  converse  with  the  Swiss  on  a  subject  in  which 
Anne  was  concerned.  That  Rudolph  made  pretensions 
to  her  favour,  could  hardly  be  doubted  ;  and  though  Ar- 
thur, had  the  question  been  put  to  him,  must  in  common 
consistency  have  resigned  all  competition  on  the  subject 
still  he  could  not  bear  to  think  on  the  possibility  of  his 
rival's  success,  and  would  not  willingly  have  endured  to 
hear  him  pronounce  her  name. 

'  Perhaps  it  was  owing  to  this  secret  irritability  that 
Arthur,  though  he  made  every  e^rt  to  conceal  and  to 
overcome  the  sensation,  still  felt  a  secret  dislike  to  Ru- 
dolph Donnerhugel,  whose  frank,  but  somewhat  coarse 
familiarity,  was  mingled  with  a  certain  air  of  protection 
and  patronage,  which  the  Englishman  thought  was  by  no 
means  called  for.  He  met  the  openness  of  the  Bernese, 
indeed,  with  equal  frankness,  but  he  was  ever  and  anon 
tempted  to  reject  or  repel  the  tone  of  superiority  by 
which  it  was  accompanied.  The  circumstances  of  their 
duel  had  given  the  Swiss  no  ground  for  such  triumph^ 
nor  did  Arthur  feel  himself  included  in  that  roll  of  the 
Swiss  youth,  over  whom  Rudolph  exercised  domination, 
by  general  consent.  -So  little  did  Pbilipson  relish  this 
affectation  of  superiority,  that  the  poor  jest,  that  termed 
him  King  Arthur,  although  quite  indifferent  to  him  when 
applied  by  any  of  the  Biedermans,  was  rather  offensive 
when  Rudolph  took  the  same  liberty  ;  so  that  be  often 
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ftniiid  biinself  in  the  awkward  condition  of  one  who  is 
interodly  irritated,  without  having  any  outward  manner 
of  testifying  it  with  propriety.  Undoubtedly,  the  root 
of  all  this  tacit  dislike  to  the  young  Bernese  was  a  feel- 
ing of  rivalry  ;  but.it  was  a  feeling  which  Arthur  dared 
Dot  avow  even  to  himself.  It  was  sufficiently  powerful, 
however,  to  suppress  the  slight  inclination  he  had  felt  to 
speak  "^ith  Rudolph  on  the  passage  of  the  night  which 
had  most  interested  him  ;  and  as  tl^  topic  of  conversa* 
tion  introduced  by  his  companion  had  been  suffered  to 
drop,  they  walked  on  side  by  side  in  silence,  *^  with  tiie 
beard  on  the  shoulder,'*  as  the  Spaniard  says, — looking 
round,  that  is,  on  all  hands  ^  and  thus  performing  the  duty 
of  a  vigilant  watch. 

At  length,  after  they  had  walked  nearly  a  mile  through 
£brest  and  field,  making  a  circuit  around  the  ruiiis  of 
Gi-affs-lust,  of  such  an  extent  as  to  leave  no  room  for  an 
ambush  betwixt  them  and  the  place,  the  old  hound,  led 
by  the  vidette  who  was  foremost,  stopped,  and  uttered  a 
low  growl. 

"  How  now,  Wolf-fanger  !"  said  Rudolph,  advancing* 
■— "  What,  old  fellow  !  dost  thou  not  know  friends  from 
foes  ?  Come,  what  sayest  thou,  on  better  thoughts  ?— 
Thou  must  not  lose  character  in  thy  old  age — try  it 
agtun." 

The  dog  raised  bis  head,  snuffed  the  air  all  around,  as 
if  he  understood  what  his  master  had  said,  then  shook 
bis  bead  and  tail,  as  if  answering  to  his  voice. 

<<  Why,  there  it  is  now,"  said  Donnerhugel,  patting 
the  animal's  shaggy  back ;  ^<  second  thoughts  are  worth 
gold  ;  thou  seest  it  is  a  friend  after  all." 

The  dog  again  shook  his  tail,  and  moved  forward  with 
the  same  unconcern  as  before ;  Rudolph  fell  back  into 
his  place,  and  his  companion  said  to  him — 

"  We  are  about  to  meet  Rudiger  and  our  companions^ 
(  suppose,  and  the  dog  hears  their  footsteps,  though  we 
cannot." 

*|  It  can  scarcely  yet  be  Rudiger,"  said  the  Bernese ; 
*  bis  walk  aiouod  the  castle  is  of  a  wider  circumfejrenoe 
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than  CNirs.     Some  ooe  apjHXNicbes,  however,  fiv  Wolt 
fanger  is   again  dissatisfied — Jjook   sharply  out  oo  all 

sides." 

As  Rudolph  gave  his  party  the  word  to  be  on  the  alert, 
they  reached  an  open  glade,  m  which  were  scattered,  at 
considerable  distance  from  each  other,  some  old  pbe- 
trees  of  gigantic  size,  which  seemed  yet  huger  and  blacker 
than  ordinary,  from  their  broad  sable  tops  and  shattered 
branches  being  displayed  against  the  clear  and  white 
moonlight.  "  We  shall  here,  at  least,"  said  the  Swiss, 
"  have  the  advantage  of  seeing  clearly  whatever  ap- 
proaches. But  I  jud|^,"  said  he,  after  looking  around 
for  a  minute,  "  it  is  but  some  wolf  or  deer  that  has  crossed 
our  path,  and  the  scent  disturbs  the  hound — Hold — stop 
— ^yes,  it  must  be  so ;  he  goes  on." 

The  dog  accordingly  proceeded,  after  having  given 
some  signs  of  doubt,  uncertainty,  and   even   anxiety* 

Apparently,  however,  he  became  reconciled  to  what 
had  disturbed  him,  and  proceeded  once  more  in  the  ordi- 
nary manner. 

"  This  is  singular !"  said  Arthur  Philipson ;  "  and,  to 
my  thinking,  I  saw  an  object  close  by  yonder  patch  of 
thicket,  where,  as  well  as  I  can  guess,  a  few  thorn  aod 
hazel  bushes  surround  the  stems  of  four  or  five  large 
trees." 

"  My  eye  has  been  on  that  very  thicket  for  these  five 
minutes  past,  and  I  saw  notlung,"  said  Rudolph. 

*^  Nay,  but,"  answered  the  young  Englishman,  ^^  1  saw 
the  object,  whatever  it  was,  while  you  were  engaged  in 
attending  to  the  dog.  And  by  your  permission,  I  will 
forward  and  examine  the  spot." 

"  Were  you,  strictly  speaking,  under  my  command," 
said  Donnerhugel,  '^  I  would  command  you  to  keep  your 
place.  If  they  be  foes,  it  is  essential  that  we  should  re-» 
main  together.  J3ut  you  are  a  volunteer  in  our  watch, 
and  therefore  may  use  your  freedom." 

"  I  thank  you,"  answered  Arthur,  and  sprung  quickly 
(c)rward. 

He  felt  indeed,  at  the  moment^  that  he  was  not  acting 
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courteously  as  an  individual,  nor  perhaps  correctly  as  a 
soldier ;  and  that  he  ought  to  have  rendered  obedience^ 
for  the  time,  to  the  captain  of  the  party  in  which  he  had 
enlisted  himself.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  the  object 
which  he  had  seen,  though  at  a  distance  and  imperfectly, 
jeemed  to  bear  a  resemblance  to  the  retiring  form  of 
Anne  of  Gelerstein,  as  she  had  vanished  from  his  eyes, 
an  lK)ur  or  two  before,  under  the  cover  of  the  forest ;  and 
his  ungovernable  curiosity  to  ascertain  whether  it  might 
not  be  the  maiden  in  person,  allowed  him  to  listen  to  no 
other  consideration. 

Ere  Rudolph  had  spoken  out  his  few  words  of  reply, 
Arthur  was  half-way  to  the  thicket.  It  was,  as  it  liad 
seemed  at  a  distance,  of  small  extent,  and  not  fitted  to 
hide  any  person  who  did  not  actually  couch  down  amongst 
the  dwarf  bushes  and  underwood.  Any  thing  white, 
also,  which  bore  the  human  size  and  form,  must,  he 
thought,  have  been  discovered  among  the  dark-red  stems 
and  swarthy-coloured  bushes  which  were  before  him. 
These  observations  were  mingled  with  other  thoughts. 
[f  it  was  Anne  of  Geierstein  whom  he  had  a  second  time 
seen,  she  must  have  left  the  more  open  path,  desirous 
probably  of  avoiding  notice  ;  and  what  right  or  title  had 
he  to  direct  upon  her  the  observation  of  the  patrol  ?  He 
had,  he  thought,  observed,  that,  in  general,  the  maiden 
rather  repelled  than  encouraged  the  attentions  of  Rudolph 
Donnerhugel ;  or,  where  it  \yould  have  been  discourteous 
to  have  rejected  them  entirely,  that  she  endured  without 
encouraging  them.  What,  then,  could  be  the  propriety 
of  his  intruding  upon  her  private  walk,  singular,  indeed, 
from  time  and  place,  but  which,  on  that  account,  she 
might  be  more  desirous  to  keep  secret  from  the  observa- 
tion of  one  who  was  disagreeable  to  her  ?  Nay,  was  it 
not  possible  that  Rudolph  might  derive  advantage  to  his 
otherwise  unacceptable  suit,  by  possessing  the  knowledge 
of  something  which  the  maiden  desired  to  he  concealed  ? 

As  these  thoughts  pressed  upon  him,  Arthur  made  a 
pause,  with  his  eyes  fixed  on  the  thicket,  from  whicli  he 
WBs  now  scarce  thirty  yards  distant ;  and  although  scru- 
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timung  it  with  all  the  keeD  accuracy  which  bis  uncer- 
tainty and  anxiety  dictated,  he  was  actuated  by  a  strong 
feeling  that  it  would  be  wisest  to  turn  back  to  his  com- 
I>aiiionSy  and  report  to  Rudolph  that  his  eyes  had  deceived 
him. 

But  while  he  was  yet  undecided  whether  to  advance 
or  return,  the  object  which  he  had  seen  became  again 
visible  on  the  verge  of  the  thicket,  and  advanced  straight 
towards  hini,  bearing,  as  on  the  former  occasion,  the  exact 
dress  and  figure  of  Anne  of  Geierstein  !  This  vision— 
ibr  the  time,  place,  and  sudd^'noess  of  the  appearance, 
naade  it  seem  rather  an  illu&ou  than  a  reality — struck 
Arthur  with  surprise,  which  amounted  to  terror.  The 
figure  passed  within  a  spear's-length,  unchallenged  bv 
him,  and  giving  not  the  slightest  sign  of  recognition ;  and, 
directing  its  course  to  the  right  hand  of  Rudolph,  and  the 
two  or  three  who  were  with  him,  was  again  lost  among 
the  broken  ground  and  bushes. 

Once  more  the  young  man  was  reduced  to  a  state  of 
the  most  ine&tricable  doubt ;  nor  was  he  roused  from 
the  stupor  into  which  he  was  thrown,  till  the  voice  of  the 
Bernese  sounded  in  his  ear, — <'  Why,  how  now.  King 
Arthur — art  thou  asleep,  or  art  thou  wounded  ?" 

"  Neither,"  said  PhUipson,  collecting  himself;  "  only 
much  surprised." 

"  Surprised  ?  and  at  what,  most  royal" 

"  Forbear  foolery,"  said  Arthuj,  somewhat  sternly, 
**  and  answer  as  thou  art  a  man — Did  she  not  meet  thee  ? 
—didst  thou  not  see  her  ?" 

"  See  her  ! — see  whom  ?"  said  Donnerhugel.  "  I  saw 
no  one.  And  I  could  have  sworn  you  had  seen  no  one 
either,  for  I  had  you  in  my  eye  the  whole  tirfie  of  your 
absence,  excepting  two  or  three  moments.  If  you  saw. 
aught,  why  gave  you  not  the  alarm  ?" 

"  Because  it  was  only  a  woman,"  answered  Arthur, 
fiuntly. 

"  Only  a  woman  !"  repeated  Rudolph,  in  a  tone  of 
contempt.     '^  By  my  honest  word.  King  Arthur^  if  I  had 
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DOt  se6n  pretty  flashed  of  valour  fly  frdm  thee  ftt  tiiaeil^ 
I  sliouid  be  apt  to  think  thai!  thou  badst  only  a'  womany 
courage  thyself.  StfaAge,  that  a  shadow  by  nighf,  or  it 
precipice  iit  the  day,  should  quell  ^  bold  ^  sp^^it  as  tf^ro^ 
hast  often  shown" 

"  AM  as  I  tvill  ever  shoiv,  when  occasion  demands  k," 
ftrterrufited  the  Englishihan,  vrith  recb>^tfred  (Spirif :  **  Bdf 
I  sweair  td  ypu,  that  if  I  be  noihr  dj^Uhted,'  \t  is  bf  tUS 
ifaerely  earthly  fear^  that  niy  mint)  hatfa  b^ert  for  it  nb^ 
ffient  subdued." 

**  Let  us  proceed  on  our  walk,"  s«d  kudolph  j  "  wrf 
liticrst  riot  neglect  the  safety  of  oiur  friendsl;  This  sipped- 
ance,  of  which  thou  speakest,  may  be  but  a  trick  to  in- 
terrupt our  duty/' 

They  moved  on  through  the  modnlight  glades.  A 
minute  s  reflection  restored  young  Philipson  to  his  Ml 
recoHection,  and  with  that  to  the  painfbl  coBScioi^ri^se^ 
that  he  had  played  a  ridiculous  and  ilnwortby  pnri  vti  the 
p/rfesence  of  the  person,  whom!  (of  the  male  sex,  at  I^ast) 
he  T^ould  the  Very  last  have  chosen  as  a  Witnefss  of  his 
i^eakness. 

He  ran  hastily  ove>  the  relations  Which  stood  betwiitj 
himself,  Donnerhugel,  the  Landamman,  his  niec^,  8(nd 
the  rest  of  that  family  ;  and,  contrary  to  the  opinion  <^hich 
he  had  entertained  but  a  short  while  before,  settled  in  Wiis 
own  mind  that  it  was  his  duty  to  mention  to  the  imme- 
diate leader  under  whom  he  had  placed  himself,  thi  ap- 
pearance which  he  had  twice  observed  in  tbfe  coursfe  of 
that  night's  duty.  There  might  be  family  circumstances, 
— ^the  payment  of  a  vow,  perhaps,  or  some  such  reason, 
— ^which  might  render  intelligible  to  her  connexions  the  be- 
haviour of  this  young  lady.  Besides,  he  was  for  the  presenft 
a  soldier  on  duty,  and  these  mysteries  might  be  irattght 
with  evils  to  be  anticipated  or  guarded  against ;  in  eitbdlr 
case,  his  companions  were  entitled  to  be  made  aware  of 
what  he  had  seen.  It  must  be  supposed  that  this  reso^ 
lution  was  adopted  when  the  sense  of  duty,  and  of  shame 
for  thd  weakness  which  he  H*d  etfaibit^d,  had  for  th^ 
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nimcnt  subdMdl  Attkur's  penomi  Ming!*  trnmri^  Aium 
of  Oetemeia, — feelings,  afeo^  HAle  lo  be  eliiiM  by  tbe 
ihysterioiifi  tioeert»nty  which  the  events  of  tbit  ereMig 
had  cast,  like  a  tbkk  ittiBt,  areoiid  tbe  objeet  e#  them. 

WhHe  the  Engli^bsiaii's  reflediofiar  werer  taklag  this 
turn,  bis  captain  or  companion,  after  a  silence  of  eereml 
minutes,  at  length  arckfres^  biini. 

''  I  beliere,"  he  sakl,  **  my  dearoommde,  that  as  being 
at  {M^esent  ;f euf  officer,  1  hate  sonie  fide  to  hear  from  you 
the  report  of  what  you  hate  just  noW  eeen,  sinee  it  mosC 
be  something  of  importdn<^  which  couM  so  sttoffgly  agH 
tate  a  mind  so  firm  as  yours.  But  if,  in  yoUrown  opinien, 
it  consists  ttfth  the  geoertl  ^fety  to  deky  year  report  of 
what  yob  have  se^n  until  we  reiurti  to  the  castle,  mi 
tbien  t6  deliver  it  to  the  |>riviite  ear  of  the  LandeMtdeii^ 
you  have  only  to  intiitiate  joat  pufpose  ;  and,  fai^  ftom 
urging  you  to  place  conflden^e  in  me  personally,  thov^ 
I  hope  I  am  not  undeserving  of  it,  I  Will  authorise  youf 
li^ving  us,  ind  returftiflg  itintadtly  to  the  castle." 

This  proposal  touched  him  to  whom  it  Was  made  e3t-« 
actly  in  the  right  place.  An  absolute  demand  of  bfar 
Confidence  might  perhaps  have  been  declined ;  the  tone 
of  moderate  request  and  conciliation  fell  presently  in  tHtl: 
the  Englishmdn'ft  otvn  reflectbns. 

"  I  aiii  sensible,"  he  said,  '*  Hauptman,  that  I  ought  to 
mention  to  you  that  which  I  haVe  seen  to-night  $  but  On 
the  first  occasion,  it  did  not  fall  within  my  duty  to  do  so  * 
and  now  that  I  have  a  second  time  witnessed  the  dame 
appearance,  I  have  ielt  for  these  few  seconds  so  much 
surprised  at  what  I  have  Seen,  that  even  yet  I  can  scarce 
find  words  to  express  it.** 

"  As  I  cannot  guess  what  you  may  have  to  say,"  re- 
plied tbe  Bernese,  "  I  must  beseech  you  to  be  explicit 
We  are  bur  poor  readers  of  riddles,  we  thick-headed 
Switzers." 

"  Yet  it  is  but  a  riddle  which  I  have  to  place  before 
you,  Rudolph  Donnerhugel,"  answered  the  Englishman, 
**  and  a  riddle  which  is  far  beyond  my  own  guessing  at. 
He  then   prod^eded,   though  not   without   besdtation 
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^i  Wfaiie  ]rou  were  perforauag  your  ftrsf  petrol  tmoiig  dM( 
ruios,  a  female  croeaed  tbe  Inidge  fn^  withia  the  o«Alei 
walked  bjr  my  poet  without  saying  a  siogle  word,  aad 
vaoi^bed  under  tbe  shadows  of  tbe  forest." 

"  Ha  !*'  exclaimed  Donnerbugel,  and  made  no  further 
answer. 

Arthur  proceeded.  <<  Within  tbese  five  minutes,  tbe 
same  female  form  passed  me  a  second  time,  issuing  from 
ihe  little  thicket  and  clump  of  firs,  and  disappea^d, 
witbout  excbangic^  a  word.  Know,  farther,  this  appari- 
tion bore,  the  form,  lace,  gait,  and  dres$  of  your  kinswo* 
man,  Anne  of  Geiei^tein." 

*^  Singular  enough,"  said  Rudolph,  i^  a  tone  of  incre*' 
dttlity.  ^'  I  must  not,  I  suppose,  dispute  your  word,  for 
you  would. receive  doubt  on  my  part  as  a  mortal  injury—- 
such  is  your  northern  chivalry.  Yet,  let  me  say,  I  have 
eyes  as  well  as  you,  and  I  scarce  think  they  quitted  you 
fi)r  a  minute.  We  were  not  fifty  yards  from  the  place 
where  1  found  you  standing  in  amazement.  How,  there* 
tore,  should  not  we  also  have  seen  that  which  you  say 
afid  think  you  saw  ?" 

"  To  that  I  can  give  no  answer,"  said  Arthur.  "  Per- 
haps your  eyes  were  not  exactly  turned  upon  me  during 
the  short  space  in  whi^  I  saw  this  form — ^Perhaps  it 
might  be  visible — as  they  say  fantastic  appearances  some- 
times are — ^to  only  one  person  at  a  time." 

<^  You.  suppose,  then,  that  the  appearance  was  imagina- 
ry, or  fantastic  ?"  said  the  Bernese. 

"  Qan  I  tell  you  ?"  replied  the  Englishman.  "  The 
cburch  gives  its  warrant  that  there  are  such  things  ;  and 
siyrely  it  is  more  natural  to  believe  this  apparition  to  be 
an  illusion,  than  to  suppose  that  Anne  of  Geierstein,  a 
gentle  and  well-nurtured  maiden,  should  be  traversing  tbe 
woods  at  this  wild  hour,  when  safety  and  propriety  so 
strongly  recommend  her  being  within  doors." 

^<  There  is  much  in  what  you  say,"  said  Ruddph ; 
"  and  yet  there  are  stories  afloat,  though  few  care  to  men- 
tion them,  which  seem  to  allege  that  Anne  of  Geierstein 
is  not  altogether  such  as  other  maidens  ;  and  that  she  has 
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bettQ  met  trkb,  m  bo^j^Mid  sfMrit,  wImm  she  eooM  budly 
have  oome  by  her  own  masnsted  eflorts/' 

^  Ha  P'  md  Artlrar ;  «<  m  TOMg,  so  beaotiM,  sad 
abeady  ia  league  widi  the  destroyer  of  mankiad  !  k  is 
impossible." 

^^  1  said  not  so,"  replied  the  Bernese ;  <<nor  have  I 
leisure  at  preseat  to  explmi  my  raeaaing  more  fidly.  As 
■me  return  to  the  castle  of  OraA*hist)  I  may  have  an 
opportunity  to  tell  you  more.  But  I  cliiefiy  bmight  yea 
on  this  patrol  to  introduce  you  to  some  friends,  whom 
you  will  be  pleased  to  know,  and  who  desire  your  ac- 
quaintance ;  and  it  b  here  I  expect  to  meet  diem." 

So  saying,  be  turned  roond  the  prcjeeting  ccwaer  of  a 
rock,  and  an  unexposed  scene  was  presented  to  the  eyes 
of  the  young  Englishman. 

In  a  sort  of  node,  or  omier,  screened  by- the  loeky 
projection,  there  burned  a  large  fire  of  wood,  and  atound 
it  sat,  reclined,  or  lay,  twelve  or,  fifteen  youag  men  in 
the  Swiss  garb,  but  decorated  with  omamems  and  em- 
broidery, which  reflected  back  the  light  of  the  fire.  The 
same  red  gleam  was  returned  by  silver  wiae-eups,  which 
circulated  from  hand  to  hand  with  the  flasks  which  filled 
them.  Arthur  could  also  observe  the  relics  of  a  banquet, 
to  which  dae  honour  seemed  to  have  been  lately  rendered. 
The  revellers  started  joyfiiUy  up  at  the  sight  of  Doa«- 
nerhugel  and  his  companions,  and  saluted  him,  easily  dis- 
tinguished as  be  was  by  his  stature,  by  the  title  of  Cap- 
tain, warmly  and  exultingly  uttered,  while,  at  the  same 
time,  every  tendency  to  noisy  acclamation  was  caiiUously 
suppressed.  The  zeal  indicated  that  Rudolph  came  most 
welcome — ^the  caution  that  he  came  in  secret,  and  was  to 
be  received  with  mystery. 

To  the  general  greeting  he  answered, — ^^^I  thank 
you,  my  brave  comrades.  Has  Rudiger  yet  reached 
you?" 

«  Thou  seest  he  has  not,"  said  one  of  the  party ; 
**  had  it  been  so,  we  would  have  detained  him  heie  till 
your  coming,  brave  Captain." 

13*       VOL.    I. 
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'**He  fats  kiii«ied  oa  kif$  tfatnA^''  mid  ike 
<<  We  too  were  dthfed,  ffit^nttaae  beee  helam  hkm*  I 
bffuig  srith  mty  eonvmim^  dw  bf|iT»  Ettglbhnaa,  ^faaai  I 
Mentioned  to  you  as  ft  ileeifiMe  aflmmte  ia  our  ihrng 
purpose." 

'  ^iie  ii  iRreloone,  flust  welcome  *>  ust'^  aaid  a  jroung 
Bian,  whose  nehljr  lenfanoiidered  d^Ms  of  mmoM  Uut*  f^ve 
bam  an  air  of  aathonty ;  ^'  most  -Breleoaae  is  be,  if  be 
briegs  with  him  a  head  and  a  baud  to  eerre  our  ooble 


•<<For  both  I  will  be  Mapoosible/'  sttd  Rudolfib. 
<<Pass  the  wia#<o«p,  tfaeu,  to  the^auecess  mt  our  glorioMs 
enterpriee,  and  the  beakb  of  tbia  ear  new  associate  !'^ 

While  they  were  ref  leimbbig  the  cups  with  wine  4)f  a 
quality  far  superior  to  any  which  AtiAvr  bad  yea  tasted 
ID  these  re^oas,  be  thought  4t  right,  be&re  eagaging 
bkns^  ia  the  pledge,  to  learn  ^  secret  dbjeet  of  tfa^ 
asseeaation  which  seemed  dewous  of  adopting  him. 

^  Before  1  <agage  my  poor  services  to  you,  fair  sirs, 
ainee  it  pleases  you  to  desive  'them,  penDit  me/'  he  said, 
I*  to  ask  the  piM^pose  and  €haraeler  d*  the  undertakmg  in 
wUcb  they  ave  to  be  employed  ?'^ 

^Sbouldet  tboa  have  brought  him  hither/'  said  the 
cavaMer  in  blue  to  Auddph,  ^  without  satisfyaiig  i»im  and 
tiqrself  on  diat  point  ?*' 

**  Care  not  thou  aboat  k,  fjawrepe,*'  relied  the  6eiw 
nese,  **  I  know  my  maa.^ — ISe  it  k«own  then,  to  you,  sqr 
good  friend,^'  he  continued,  addresring  ^ie  ^gUshmaa, 
^  that  my  comrades  and  1  are  determined  at  once  to  ^e- 
clwre  the  freedom  of  ^he  Swiss  commerce,  and  to  i^eaist 
to  Che  death,  if~it4)e>nece88ary,  all  unlavvful  and  extcmioa- 
ate  demands  on  the  part  of  our  •ncfighbours.^ 

**  I  understand  so  •^mueh,"  «aid  the  young  Englishman, 
^  and  fbat  the  present  deputation  proceeds  to  the  Dafc^ 
of  Burgundy  with  remonstrances  to  that  effect." 

"  Hear  me," replied  Ruddlph.  "'Tl)e<iues«k>niis'like 
to  be  brought  to  a  bloodj  determination  long  ere  we  see 
the  Duke  of  Burgundy's  most  apgust  and  most  gracioii^ 
countenance.     That  his  influence  should  ^be  used  to  ex- 
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chide  u5  fiom  Btte,  a  aoutral  town,  and  pertainiog  to  the 
empire,  giyes  us  cause  tto  expect  the  worst  receptioo 
wben  we  enter  his  own  dominions.  We  have  even  rea- 
60D^o  think  Abat  we  oiight  have  sufiered  firgtp  iiis  hatred 
aheady,  but  for  the  vigilance  of  the  ward  which  we  tiave 
kept.  Horsemen,  from  ihe  direction  of  lia  Ferette,  have 
this  night  reconnoitred  our  posts ;  and  had  they  not 
found  us  prepared,  we  had,  without  <|uestion,  been  c^* 
tacked  in  our  quarters.  But  since  we  have  escaped  lOr 
ni^t,  we  must  take  care  for  to-morrow.  For  litis  purr 
pose,  a  number  of  the  bravest  youth  of  the  city  of  Bale, 
inceansed  at  the  pusillanionty  of  their  magistrates,  are 
determined  to  join  us,  in  order  to  wjpe  «wpy  tl^e  disg^ce 
which  the  cowardly  inhospitaliljr  of  tJieir  lu^gif^cy  ha9 
brought  on  their  native  place." 

^'  That  we  will  do  ere  die  sun,  that  will  rise  ,two  hours 
hence,  shall  sink  into  the  western  sky,"  said  ihe  cavaliei* 
in  blue  ;  and  those  around  joined  him  .in  stecn  as^epjt. 

<<  Gentle  sirs,"  replied  Arthur,  ,whe;n  .tbei^e  was  a  pause» 
*^  let  me  remind  you,  that  ,the  embassy  .which  yoM  attend 
is  a  peaceful  one,  and  that  those  who  act  ^s  ^s  .escort 
ouglu  to  avoid  any  thing  which  dMd  .apgra^i\t  the  4i^r- 
ences  which  it  comes  .to  reconcile*  Yom  cf^onpt  ejtpeqt 
to  jseccdve  offence  in  the  Duke's  doininions,  the  {^nvile^^ 
of  envoys  ;being  respected  in  all  civilised  cOui^tries ;  ^flnd 
you  will,  I  am  sure,  desire  .to  .oflfer^nqne*" 

.«*  We  may  be  subjected  to  insult  bowei^er,"  j^eplied 
the  Bernese, '^  and  that  through  your  concern^,  Ar^hnr 
PhiUpson,  and  those  of  thy  father." 

^^  1 , understand  you  not,"  replied  Fhilipson^ 

"  Your  fiither,"  answered  Donnerhugel,  "  U  fi^mei:r 
chant,  and  bears  with  him  wares  of  small  buljc  Im,^  bi^ 
val^e?'' 

"He  does  so,'*  answered  Arthur;  ^^and  ivhftt  qf 
that  ?" 

*•'  Marry,''  answered  Rudolph,  f* .that  if  it  bp.not  b^tr 
fer  looked  to,  the  Bandog  of  Burgundy  is  like  .to  S^l 
beir  to  a  large  proportion  of  your  silks,  satins,  and  jewel* 
ery  work." 
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"  Saks,  satins,  and  jewels  '/'  exclaimed  another  of  t&c 
revellers  ;  "  such  wares  will  not  pass  toll-free  where  Arch* 
ibald  of  Hagenbach  hath  authority." 

<<  Fair  sirs,"  resumed  Arthur,  after  a  moment's  consid* 
eration,  "  these  wares  are  my  father's  property,  not  mine  5 
and  it  is  for  him,  not  me,  to  pronounce  bow  much  of 
them  he  might^e  content  to  part  with  in  the  way  of  toll, 
rather  than  give  occasion  to  a  fray,  in  which  his  compan- 
ions, who  have  received  him  into  their  society,  must  be 
exposed  to  injury  as  well  as  himself.  I  can  Only  say, 
that  he  has  weighty  a^irs  at  the  court  of  Bui^undy, 
which  must  render  him  desirous  of  reaching  it  m  peace 
with  all  men ;  and  it  is  my  private  belief  that  rather 
than  incur  the  loss  and  danger  of  a  broil  with  the  gani* 
son  of  La  Ferette,  he  would  be  contented  to  sacrifice  all 
the  property  which  he  has  at  present  with  him.  There- 
fore, I  must  request  of  you,  gentlemen,  a  space  to  con- 
sult his  pleasure  on  this  occasion ;  assuring  you,  that  if  it 
|je  his  will  to  resist  the  payment  of  these  duties  to  Bur- 
gundy, you  shall  find  in  me  one  who  is  fully  determined 
to  fight  to  the  last  drop  of  his  blood." 

^<  Good  King  Arthur,"  said  Rudolph ;  <^  thou  art  a 
dutiful  observer  of  the  Fifth  Commandment,  and  th^r 
days  shall  be  long  in  the  land.  Do  not  suppose  us  neg- 
lectful of  the  same  duty,  although,  for  the  present,  wo 
conceive  ourselves  bound,  in  the  first  place  to  attend  t<» 
the  weal  of  our  country,  the  common  parent  of  our 
fiitbers  and  ourselves.  But  as  you  know  our  profound 
respect  for  the  Landamman,  you  need  not  fear  that  we 
AbII  willingly  ofiler  him  ofi^nce,  by  rashly  engaging  in 
hostilities,  or  without  some  weighty  reason;  and  an 
attempt  to  plunder  his  guest  would  have  been  met, 
on  his  part,  with  resistance  to  the  death.  I  had  hoped 
to  find  both  you  and  your  father  prompt  enough  to  resent 
such  a  gross  injury.  Nevertheless,  if  your  father  inclines 
to  present  his  fleece  to  be  shorn  by  Archibald  of  Hagen- 
bach, whose  scissors,  he  will  find,  clip  preay  closely,  it 
would  be  unnecessary  and  uncivil  in  us  to  interpose 
Meantime,  you  have  the  advantage  of  knowing,  tliat   ui 
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ease  the  Governor  of  La  Ferette  should  be  disposed  to 
strip  you  of  skin  as  well  as  jfleece,  there  are  more  men 
close  at  hand  than  you  looked  for,  whom  you  will  find 
both  able  and  willing  to  render  you  prompt  assistance." 

*^  On  these  terms,"  said  the  Englishman,  **  1  make  my 
acknowledgments  to  these  gentlemen  of  B&le,  or  what- 
ever other  country  hath  sent  them  forth,  and  pledge  them 
m  a  brotherly  cup  to  our  farther  and  more  intimated  ac- 
quaintance." 

^' Health  and  prosperity  to  the  United  Cantons,  and 
their  friends !"  answered  the  Blue  Cavalier.  **  And 
death  and  confusion  to  all  besides." 

The  cups  were  replenished ;  and  instead  of  a  shout 
of  applause,  the  young  men  around  testified  their  devot- 
ed determination  to  the  cause  which  was  thus  announced, 
by  grasping  each  other's  hands,  and  then  brandishing 
their  weapons  with  a  fierce  yet  noiseless  gesture. 

"  Thus,"  said  Rudolph  Donnerhugel,  "  our  illustrious 
ancestors,  the  fathers  of  Swiss  independence,  met  in  the 
immortal  field  of  RiHi,  between  Uri  and  Unterwalden. 
Thus  they  swore  to  each  other,  under  the  blue  firmament 
of  heaven,  that  they  would  restore  the  liberty  of  their 
oppressed  country ;  and  history  can  tell  how  well  they 
kept  their  word." 

"  And  she  shall  record,"  said  the  Blue  Cavalier,  «  how 
well  the  present  Switzers  can  preserve  the  freedom 
which  their  fathers  won. — Proceed  in  your  rounds,  good 
Rudolph,  and  be  asssured,  that  at  the  signal  of  the 
Hauptman,  the  soldiers  will  not  be  far  absent ; — all  is 
arranged  as  formerly,  unless  you  have  new  orders  to  pve 
us." 

"  Hark  thee  hither,  Lawrenz,"  said  Rudolph  to  the 
Blue  Cavalier, — and  Arthur  could  hear  him  say,—"  Be- 
ware, my  friend,  that  the  Rhine  wine  be  not  abased  ;-^ 
if  there  is  too  much  provision  of  it,  manage  to  destroy 
the  flasks ; — a  mule  may  stumble,  thou  knowest,  or  so. 
Give  not  way  to  Rudiger  in  this.  He  is  grown  a  wine- 
bibber  since  he  joined  us.  We  must  bring  both  heart 
and  hand  to  what  may  be  done  to-morrow." — ^Tbey  then 
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whi^p^rod  to  l«w,  thai  Artbivr  could  bear  nothk^g  oLtkeir 
Aether. cooferoncei,  and  bid  eacb  other  adieu,  after  clasp- 
ing haodsy  as  if  they  wore  renewing  some  soleiQn  j[)ledge 
of  unioa. 

,Rudolpb  and  his  partj  theo  moved  forward,  and  ^ere 
scarce  out  of  sight  of  their  new  associates,  w,ben  the 
vi4etie.9  or  foremost  of  their  .patrol,  gave  the  signal  qt 
alarm.  Arthur's  heart  leaped  to  his  Jips — "It  is  AnAe 
of  Geierstein !"  he  said  iiitemally. 

"  The  dogs  aice  silent,"  said  the  Bemerse.  "  Those 
w.ho  approach  must  be  the. companions  of  our  watch." 

Tliey  proved,  accorotnglyi  to  be  Rudiger  and  his 
party,  who,  haltiiig  on  the  appearance  of  their. comrades, 
made  and  uodeiw^nt  a  formal  challenge ;  such  ad- 
vance had  the  Swiss  already  made  in  military  discipline 
which  was  but  little  and  rudely  studied  by  the  infantry  ip 
other  parts  of  Europe.  Arthur. could  hear  Rudolph  tabs 
his  friend  HudigQr  to  task  for  not  meeting  him  at, the 
halting-place  appointed.  "  It  leads  to  new  revelry  on 
your  arrival,"  he  said,  ^'  and  to-*mQq(QW  must  find  us  coqI 
and  determined." 

"  Cool  as  an  icicle,  noble  Hauptman,"  answered  tb^ 
son  of  the  l^andanoman,  "  and  determined  as  the  roqk  it 
hangs  upon." 

Rudolph  /agam  recommended  temperance,  and  the 
young  Biederman  promised  compliance.  The  two  par- 
ties passed  ea<^b  other  with  friendly  though  silent  greet- 
ing ;  and  there  was  soon  a  considerable  distance  betwei^ 
them* 

The  country  was  more  open  on  the  ^ide  of  the  cattle, 
around  which  their  duty  now  led  them,  than  where  \t 
lay  opposite  to  the  principal  gate.  The  ^glade^s  were 
broad,  the  trees  thinly  scattered  over  pasture  land,,  and 
there  w^re  iK>=thicket3i  ravmes,  or  similar  pboes  of  am* 
bush,  so  that  the  eye  might,  in  the  clear  moonlight,  ,weil 
command  tlie  country. 

"HerQ,"  :9aid  Rudolph,  '' we  ^maj  judge  pwj^seli?^ 
secure, enough  for  some  conference  ;  and  tberefprem^iyi 
ask  the^,  iA^ur.ofjJSqgland*  pow^thou  b)M(t  se.?njgis.iqqr9 


Digitized 


by  Google 


slo^ely,  what  thiql^q^t  thou  of  the  Switzer  youth  ?  If  thou 
bast  learned  less  than  I  could  have  wished,  thank  lliioe 
owp  uncomiuunics^^ve  .flipper,  which  retired  in  some 
degree  from. our  confidence." 

"  Only  in  so  far  as  I  could  not  have  answered,  and 
therefore  ought  not  to  have  received  it,"  said  Arthur. 
"  The  judgment  1  have  heen  enabled  to  form  amounts, 
m  few  words,  to  this  :  Your  purposes  are  lofty  and  noble 
as  your  mountains ';  but  the  stranger  from  the  low  coun-  < 
try  is  not  accustomed  ^o  tread  the  circuitous  path  by 
which  you  ascend  them.  My  foot  has  been  always  ac- 
customed to  move  straight  forward  upon  the  green- 
sward," 

^*  You  speak  in  riddles,"  answered  the  Bernese. 

"  Not  so,"  returned  the  ^Englishman.  "  I  think  you 
ought  plainly  to  mention  to  your  seniors,  (the  nominal 
leaders  of  young  men  who  seem  well  disposed  to  take 
their  own  road,)  that  you  expect  an  attack  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  La  Ferette^  and  hope  for  assistance  from 
some  of  the  townsmen  of  Bale." ' 

"  Ay,  truly,"  answered  Donnerhugel ;  "  and  the  Lan- 
damman  would  stop  his  jot^fney  till  he  (ifespatched  a  mes- 
senger for  a  safe-conduct  to  the  Duke  of  l^urgundy  ;  and 
should  he  grant  it,  thefe  were  an  end  of  all  hope  of 
war.*' 

" True,"  replied  Arthur ;  "but.the Landamman  wpuld 
thereby  obtain  his  own  principal  object,  and  the  sole 
purpose  of  the  miss^on-^ttiat  is,  the  establishment  of 
peace." 

"Peace — peace?"  answered  the  Bernese  hastily: 
"  Were  my  wishes  alone  to  be  oppisecl  to  those  of  Ar- 
nold Biederman,  I  knoyrso  puch  pf  his  .honour  and  faith, 
I  respect  so  highly  his  valour  and  patriotismi,  tfiat  at  his 
voice  I  would  sheathe  my  sword,  even  if  my  most  mortal 
enemy  stood  before  me.  But  mjne  is  not  the  single  wish 
of  a  single  man;  the  whole  of  my  canton,  an<^  that  of 
Soleure,  are  determined  on  war.  It  was  by  war,  nobje 
war,  that  our  fathers  came  forth  from  the  house  of  their 
captivity — ^It  was  by  war,  successful  and  glorious  wair, 
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that  a  race,  who  had  been  held  scarce  so  much  worth 
thinking  on  as  the  oxen  which  they  goaded,  emerged  at 
once  into  liberty  and  consequence,  and  were  honoured 
because  they  were  feared,  as  much  as  they  had  been 
formerly  despised  because  they  were  unreasting." 

«  This  may  be  all  very  true,"  said  the  young  English- 
man ;  "  but,  in  my  opinion,  the  object  of  your  mission 
has  been  determined  by  your  Diet  or  House  of  Commons. 
They  have  resolved  to  send  you  with  others  as  messen- 
gers of  peace  ;  but  you  are  secretly  blowing  the  coals  of 
war ;  and  while  air,  or  most  of  your  senior  colleagues  are 
setting  out  to-morrow  in  expectation  of  a  peaceful  jour- 
ney, you  stand  prepared  for  a  combat,  and  look  for  the 
means  of  giving  cause  for  it." 

"  And  is  it  not  well  that  I  do  stand  so  prepared  ?*'  an- 
swered Rudolph.  "  If  our  reception  in  Burgundy^s 
dependencies  be  peaceful,  as  you  say  the  rest  of  the  dep- 
utation expect,  my  precautions  will  be  needless ;  but  at 
least  they  can  do  no  harm.  If  it  prove  otherwise  I  shall 
be  the  means  of  averting  a  great  misfortune  from  my 
colleagues,  my  kinsman  Arnold  Biederman,  my  fair  cou- 
sin Anne,  your  father,  yourself — from  all  of  us,  in  short, 
who  are  joyously  travelling  together." 

Arthur  shook  his  head.  '<  There  b  something  in  all 
this,"  he  said,  '^  which  I  understand  not,  and  will  not 
seek  to  understand.  I  only  pray  that  you  will  not  make 
my  father's  concerns  the  subject  of  breaking  truce ;  it 
may,  as  you  hint,  involve  the  Landamraan  in  a  quarrel, 
•which  he  might  otherwise  have  avoided.  I  am  sure  my 
father  will  never  forgive  it." 

"  I  have  pledged  my  word,"  said  Rudolph,  "  already 
to  that  effect.  But  if  he  should  like  the  usage  of  the 
Bandog  of  Burgundy  less  than  you  seem  to  apprehend 
he  will,  there  is  no  harm  in  your  knowing,  that,  in  time 
of  need,  he  may  be  well  and  actively  supported." 

"  I  am  greatly  obliged  by  the  assurance,"  replied  the 
Englishman. 

"  And  thou  mayst  thyself,  my  friend,"  continued  Ru- 
dolphy  <<  take  a  warning  from  what  thou  hast  heard  :  Men 
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go  not  to  a  bridal  b  armour,  nor  to  a  brawl  in  silken 

doublet." 

^<  1  will  be  clad  to  meet  the  worst,"  said  Arthur  ;  **  and 
for  that  purpose  I  will  don  a  light  hauberk  of  well-tem- 
pered steel,  proof  against  spear  or  arrow  ;  and  1  thank 
you  for  your  kindly  counsel." 

"  Nay,  thank  not  me,"  said  Rudolph  ;  "  I  were  ill 
deserving  to  be  a  leader  did  I  not  make  those  who  are  to 
follow  me — more  especially  so  trusty  a  follower  as  thou 
art — aware  of  the  time  when  they  should  buckle  on 
their  armour,  and  prefftire  for  hard  blows." 

Here  the  conversation  paused  for  a  moment  or  two, 
neither  of  the  speakers  being  entirely  contented  with  his 
companion,  although  neither  pressed  any  further  remark. 

Tlie  Bernese,  judging  from  the  feelings  which  he  had 
seen  predominate  among  the  traders  of  his  own  country, 
bad  entertained  little  doubt  that  the  Englishman,  finding 
himself  powerfully  supported  in  point  of  force,  would 
have  caught  at  the  opportunity  to  resist  paying  the  exor- 
bitant imposts  with  which  he  was  threatened  at  the  next 
town,  which  would  probably,  without  any  effort  on  Ru- 
dolph's part,  have  led  to  breaking  off  the  truce  on  the 
part  of  Arnold  Biederman  himself,  and  to  an  instant  de- 
claration of  hostilities.  On  the  other  hand,  young  Philip- 
son  could  not  understand  or  approve  of  Donnerhugel  s 
conduct,  who,  himself  a  member  of  a  peaceful  deputation, 
seemed  to  be  animated  with  the  purpose  of  seizing  an 
opportunity  to  kindle  the  flames  of  war. 

Occupied  by  these  various  reflections,  they  walked  side 
by  side  for  some  time  without  speaking  together,  until 
Rudolph  broke  silence. 

"Your  curiosity  is  then  ended,  Sir  Englishman,"  said 
he,  "  respecting  the  apparition  of  Anne  of  Geierstein  ?" 

"  Far  fi:om  it,"  rq>lied  Philipson  ;  "  but  I  would  un- 
willingly intrude  any  questions  on  you  while  you  are 
busy  with  the  duties  of  your  patrol." 

"  That  may  be  considered  as  over,"  said  the  Bernese, 
•*  for  there  is  not  a  bush  near  us  to  cover  a  Burgundian 
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,|uiave,  an^  II  ^aqce  jaivupd  US  from  tif^^  to  time  is  all 
that  is  DOW  needful  to  prevent  surprise.  And  so,  listen 
wliile  .l.tell  a  tale,.neyer  sung. or  harped  in  hall  or  bower, 
and  wbiph,  I  be^in  to  think,  deserves  as  much  credit,  at 
least,  as  b  due  to  the  Tales  of  the  Round  Table,  which 
ancient  troubadours  and  minne-singers  dole  out  to  us  as 
(the  authentic  chronicler  of  your  renowned  namesake. 

"  Of  Anne's  ancestors  on  the  male  side  of  the  house," 
jpontinued  Rudolph,  "I  dare  say  you  have  heard  enough^ 
.^nd  are  well  aware  hpw  they  dwelt  in  the  old  walls  at 
Geierstein  beside  the  cascade,  finndiqg  their  vassal^, 
fleyoqring.the  i^iibstapce  qf  their  less  powerful  neighbpprs, 
and  plunderipg  the  goods  of  the  travellers  whom  ill  ,luck 
Sfgfi^t  .>vithin  k^ppf  the  vulture's  eyry,  the  one  year  }  and 
iip  the  next,  wearying  tl^e  shrines  for  mercy  for  .their 
ire^p^ses,  overwhelming  the  priests  with  the  wealth 
which  they  ;3bowf^red  upop  tbeni,  and,  finally,  vowinc; 
•VQws,  and  ipaking  pilgrimages,  sometjmes  as  palmers, 
sometimes  as  crusaders  as  fai*  as  Jerusalem  itself,  to  atonp 
,fpr  the  iniquities  which  they  had  committed  without  hes.- 
itation  or  struggle  of  conscience." 

"  Such,  1  have  understood,"  replied  the  young  JEng- 
lishman,  ^^was  the  history  of  the  house, of  Geierstein,  till 
Arnold,  or  his  immediate  ancestors,  exchanged  the  lance 
for  the  sheep-hook." 

"  But  it  is  said,"  replied  the  Bernese,  "  that  the  pow- 
erful and  wealthy  Barons  of  Arnheim,  of  Swabia,  whose 
only  female  descendant  became  the  wife  to  Count  Albert 
of  Geierstein,  and  the  mother  of  this  young  person, 
whom  Swiss  call  simply  Anne,  and  Germans.  Countess 
Anne  of  Geierstein,  were  nobles  of, a  different  caste. 
They  did  not  restrict  their  lives  within,  the  limits  of  sin- 
ning ^d  repenting,--^f  plundering  harmless  peasants, 
mnd  pampering  fat  monks;  but  were  .distinguished  (ox 
something  more  than  building  castlll  with  dungeons  and 
folter-kammers,  or  torture-chambers,  and  founding  monasr 
teries  with  Galilees  and  Refectories. 

^' These  same  Barons  of  Arnheim  were  men  who 
strove  to  enlarge  the  boundaries  of  human  knowledge, 
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and  connprted  their  casile  into  a  species  of  coUc^ 
where  there  were  more  ancient  volumes  than  the  monks 
have  piled  together  in  the  library  of  St.  Gall.  Nor 
were  their  ^studies  in  books  alone.  Deep  buried  in  tbeii 
private  laboratories,  they  attained  secrets  which  were 
afterwards  transmitted  through  the  race  from  father  to  sop, 
and  were  supposed  to  <bave  approached  nearly  to  the 
deepest  recesses  of  alohymy.  The  report  of  their  wis- 
dom and  their  wealth  was  often  brought  to  the  Imperial 
footstool ;  and  in  the  frequent  disputes  which  the  Empe« 
rors  maintained  with  the  Popes  of  old,  it  is  said  they  were 
encouraged,  if  not  instigated,  by  the  counsek  of  the  Bar- 
ons of  Arnheim,  and  supported  by  their  treasurei|.  It 
was,  perhaps,  such  a  course  of  politics,  joined  to  the  an* 
usual  and  mysterious  studies  which  the  fiimily  of  Arn- 
beim  so  long  pursued,  which  excited  against  them  thi^ 
generally  received  opinion,  that  they  were  assisted  b 
their  superhuman  researches  by  supernatural  influences. 
The  priests  were  active  in  forwarding  ^his  cry  agpunst 
men,  who,  perhaps,  had  i no. other  &ult  tlian  that  of  being 
wiser  than  themselves. 

*^  ^  Look  what  guests,'  they  said,  ^  are  received  in  tb^ 
baUs  of  Arnheim  !  Let  a  Christian  knight,  crippled  in 
war  with  the  Saracens,  present  himself  on  the  drawbridge, 
he  is  guerdoned  with  a.crust  and  a  cup  ,of  wine»  and  re- 
quired to  pass  on  his  way.  If  a  palmer,  redolent  of  tb<i 
sanctity  acquired  by  his  recent  vi^ts  to  the  n^^t  holy  shrines, 
md  by  the  sacred  relics  whicbrattest  and  reward  bis  IcmI, 
ap(m)ach  the  unhallowed  walls,  the  warder  bends  his 
crossbow,  and  the  porter  shuts  the  gate,  as  if  the  wan- 
dering saint  .brought  the  plague  .with  ihim  from  Palestine. 
But  oomes  there  a  greybearded,  glib-topgued  ^Gre^kp 
with  his  parchment  scrolls,  the  very  lettensof  whiphans 
painful:  to  Christian  eyes— comes  there  ^  Jewish  Rabbin, 
with  his  Talmud  and  Cabslja-r-^somes  there  a  jswarthy 
sun-burnt  Moor,  who  can  boast  of  Ivtvipg  read  the  hn- 
guage  of  the  Stars  in  Chaldea,  the  cradle  of  astrolpgical 
science-^Lo,  the  wandering  impostor  or  sorcerer  occu> 
pies  the  highest  a««jt  at  the  Bmii  of  .Ambeim's  boaidf 
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shares  with  him  the  labpurs  of  the  alembic  a«d  the  fur 
nace,  learns  from  him  mystic  knowledge,  like  that  of 
which  our  first  parents  participated  to  the  overthrow  of 
their  race,  and  requites  it  with  lessons  more  dreadful  than 
he  receives,  till  the  profane  host  has  added  to  his  hoard 
of  unholy  wisdom,  all  tliat  the  pagan  visiter  can  commu- 
nicate. And  these  things  are  done  in  Almain,  which  is 
called  the  Holy  Roman  Empire,  of  which  so  many 
priests  are  princes  !  — they  are  done,  and  neither  ban  nor 
monition  is  issued  against  a  race  of  sorcerers,  who,  from 
age  to  age,  go  on  triumphing  in  their  necromancy  !' 

*^  Such  arguments,  which  were  echoed  from  mitred 
Abbots  to  the  cell  of  Anchorites,  seem,  nevertheless,  to 
have  made  little  impression  on  the  Imperial  council.  But 
they  served  to  excite  the  zeal  of  many  a  Baron  and  Free 
Count  of  the  Empire,  who  were  taught  by  them  to  es- 
teem a  war  or  feud  with  the  Barons  of  Armheira  as  par- 
taking of  the  nature,  and  entitled  to  the  immunities,  of  a 
crusade  against  the  enemies  of  the  Faith,  and  to  regarrl 
an  attack  upon  these  obnoxious  potentates,  as  a  mode  of 
clearing  off  their  deep  scores  with  the  Christian  church. 
But  the  Lords  of  Amheim,  though  not  seeking  for  quar- 
rel, were  by  no  means 'un  warlike,  or  averse  to  maintain- 
ing their  own  defence.  Some,  on  the  contrary,  belong- 
ing to  this  obnoxious  race,  were  not  the  less  distinguished 
as  gallant  knights  and  good  men-at-arms.  They  were 
besides  wealthy,  secured  and  strengthened  by  great  al- 
liances, and  in  an  eminent  degree  wise  and  provident. 
This  the  parties  who  assailed  them  learned  to  their  cost. 

"  The  confederacies  formed  against  the  Lords  of  Am* 
heim  were  broken  up ;  the  attacks  which  their  enemies 
meditated  were  anticipated  and  disconcerted  ;  and  those 
who  employed  actual  violence  were  repelled  with  signal 
loss  to  the  assailants :  until  at  length  an  impression  was 
produced  in  their  neighbourhood,  that  by  their  accurate 
information  concerning  meditated  violence,  and  their  ex- 
traordinary powers  of  resisting  and  defeating  it,  the  ob- 
noxious Barons  must  have  brought  totheir  defence  mea^^s, 
which  merely  human  force  was  incapable  of  overthiow 
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mg ;  so  that,  becom^g  as  much  feared  as  hated,  thev 
were  suffered  for  the  last  generation  to  remain  unmolested* 
And  this  was  the  rather  the  case,  that  the  numerous  vas- 
sals of  this  great  house  were  perfectly  satis6ed  with  theii 
feudal  superiors,  abundantly  ready  to  rise  in  their  defence, 
and  disposed  to  believe,  that,  whether  their  lords  were 
sorcerers  or  no,  their  own  condition  would  not  be  mended 
by  exchanging  their  government,  either  for  the  rule  of 
the  crusaders  in  this  holy  warfare,  or  that  of  the  church- 
men by  whom  it  was  instigated.  The  race  of  these 
barons  ended  in  Herman  von  Amheim,  the  maternal 
grandfather  of  Anne  of  Geierstein.  He  was  buried  with 
his  helmet,  sword,  and  shield,  as  is  the  German  custom 
with  the  last  male  of  a  noble  family. 

'^  But  he  left  an  only  daughter,  Sybilla  of  Amheim,  to 
inherit  a  considerable  portion  of  his  estate  ;  and  I  never 
heard  that  the  strong  imputation  of  sorcery,  which  attached 
to  ber  house,  prevented  numerous  applications,  from  per- 
sons of  the  highest  distinction  in  the  Empire,  to  her  legal 
guardian,  the  Emperor,  for  the  rich  heiress's  hand  in 
marriage.  Albert  of  Geierstein,  however,  though  an 
exile,  obtained  the  preference.  He  was  gallant  and 
handsome,  which  recommended  him  to  Sybilla  ;  and  the 
Emperor,  bent  at  the  time  on  the  vain  idea  of  recovering 
his  authority  in  the  Swiss  mountains,  was  desirous  to 
show  himself  generous  to  Albert,  whom  he  considered 
as  a  fugitive  from  his  country  for  espousing  the  imperial 
cause.  You  may  thus  see,  most  noble  King  Arthur,  that 
Anne  of  Geierstein,  the  only  child  of  their  marriage, 
descends  from  no  ordinary  stock  ;  and  that  circumstances 
in  which  she  may  be  concerned,  are  not  to  be  explained 
or  judged  of  so  easily,  or  upon  the  same  grounds  of 
reasoning,  as  in  the  case  of  ordinary  persons.*' 

"  By  my  honest  word,  Sir  Rudolph  of  Donnerhugel," 
said  Arthur,  studiously  labouring  to  ke«p  a  command 
uppn  his  feelings,  "  I  can  see  nothing  in  your  narrative 
and  understand  nothing  from  it,  unless  it  be,  that,  be- 
cause in  Germany,  as  in  other  countries,  there  have  been 
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Tools  who  have  annexed  the  idea  of  witchcraft  and  sorcery 
to  the  possession  of  knowledge  and  wisdom,  you  are 
therefore  disposed  to  stigmatize  a  young  maiden,  Who  has 
always  been  respected  ^nd  beloved  by  those  aroum^d  her, 
as  a  disciple  of  arts  which,  I  trust,  are  as  uncomn^on  a^ 
unlawful." 

Rudolph  paused  ere  he  replied. 

*'  J  could  have  wished,*'  he  said,  "  that  you  had  been 
satisfied  with  the  general  character  of  Anne  of  Geier* 
stein's  maternal  family,  as  offering  some  circumstances 
which  may  account  for  what  you  have,  according  to  your 
own  report,  this  night  witnessed,  and  I  am  really  unwil- 
ling to  go  into  more  particular  details.  To  no  one  can 
Anne  of  Geierstein's  fame  be  so  dear  as  to  me.  I  am, 
after  her  uncle's  family,  her  nearest  relative,  and  had  she 
remained  in  Switzerland,  or  should  she,  as  is  most  proba- 
ble, return  thither  after  the  present  visit  to  her  father, 
perhaps  our  connexion  might  be  drawn  yet  closer.  This 
ha^,  indeed,  only  been  prevented  by  certain  prejudices 
of  her  uncle's  respecting  her  father's  authority,  and  the 
nearness  of  our  relationship,  which,  however^  comes 
within  reach  of  a  license  very  frequently  obtained.  But 
I  only  mention  these  things,  to  show  you  how  much  more 
lender  I  must  necessarily  hold  Anne  of  Geierstein's  repur 
tation,  than  it  is  possible  for  you  to  do,  being  a  stranger, 
known  to  her  but  a  short  while  since,  and  soon  to  part 
with  her,  as  I  understand  your  purpose,  for  ever." 

The  turn  takeji  in  this  kind  of  apology  irritated  Arthur 
so  highly,  that  it  required  all  the  reasons  which  recom- 
mended aoplness,  to  enable  hini  to  answer  with  assuined 
composure. 

"  1  can  have  no  ground^  Sir  Hauptman,"  he  said,  "  to 
challenge  any  opinion  which  you  may  entertain  of  a  young 
person  with  whom  you  are  so  closely  connected,  ifis  you 
appear  to  be  with  Anne  of  Geierstein.  I  only  wonder 
that,  with  such  regard  for  her  as  your  relationship  im- 
plies, you  should  be  disposed  to  receive,  on  popular  and 
trivia]  traditions,  a  belief  which  must  injuriously  afiect  your 
kinswoman,  more  especially  one  with  whom  you  intimate 
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8'^;iMi  tofcrm  «  8tM  more  close  connexion.  Bethink 
ysosy  «ir,  that  in  all  CbrisliaD  lands,  «be  imjpii^mon  of 
sorcery  18  the  most  feul  which  can  he  thrown  on  Chris- 
tian man  w  woman.** 

"  And  I  am  sp  fer  from  intimating  such  an  imputation,' 
said  Rudolph,  somewhat  fiercely,  ^Mhat,  by  the  good 
sword  I  wear,  he  that  dared  give  breath  to  such  a  thought 
against  Anne  of  Geierstein,  nnist  undergo  my  challenge, 
and  take  my  life,  oi'  lose  his  own.  But  the  question  is 
not  whether  the  maiden  herself  practises  sorcery,  which 
he  who  avers  had  better  get  ready  Iris  tomb,  and  pro- 
vide for  his  soul's  safety  ;  the  doubt  lies  here,  whether, 
as  the  descendant  of  a  family  whose  relations  with  the 
unseen  world  are  reported  to  have  been  of  the  closest 
degree,  elfish  and  fantastical  beings  may  not  have  power 
to  imitate  her  form,  and  to  present  her  appearance  where 
she  is  not  personally  present — in  fine,  whether  they  have 
permission  to  play  at  her  expense  fantastical  tricks,  which 
they  cannot  exercise  over  other  mortals,  whose  forefathers 
have  ever  regulated  their  lives  by  the  lules  of  the  church, 
and  died  in  regular  communion  with  it.  And  as  I  sin- 
cerely desire  to  retain  your  esteem,  I  have  no  objection 
to  communicate  to  you  more  particular  circumstances 
respecting  her  genealogy,  confirming  the  idea  I  have  now 
expressed.  But  you  jjrill  understand  they  are  of  the  most 
private  nature,  and  that  I  expect  secrecy  under  the  strict- 
est personal  penalty." 

'^  I  shall  be  silent,  sir,"  replied  the  young  Englishman, 
still  struggling  with  suppressed  passion,  ^'  on  every  thing 
respecting  the  character  of  a  maiden  whom  I  am  bound 
to  respect  so  highly.  But  the  fear  of  no  man's  displeasure 
can  add  a  feather's  weight  to  the  guarantee  of  my  own 
honour." 

"  Be  it  so,"  said  Rudolph  ;  "  it  is  not  my  wish  to 
awake  angry  feehngs ;  but  I  am  desirous,  both  for  the 
sake  of  your  good  opinion,  which  1  value,  and  also  for 
the  plainer  explanation  of  what  I  have  darkly  intimated, 
to  communicate  to  you  what  otherwise  I  would  much 
rather  have  left  untold." 
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<<  Yoa  must  be  guided  by  your  own  sense  of  wh»l  \% 
necessary  and  proper  in  tjbe  case,"  answered  Philipson  ; 
<'  but  remember  I  press  not  on  your  confidence  for  the 
communication  of  any  thing  that  ought  to  remain  secret, 
far  less  where  that  young  lady  is  the  subject." 

Rudolph  answered,  after  a  minute^s  pause, — "  Thou 
hast  seen  and  heard  too  much,  Arthur,  not  to  learn  the 
whole,  or  at  least  all  that  I  know,  or  apprehend,  on  the 
mysterious  subject.  It  is  impossible  but  the  circumstances 
must  at  times  recur  to  your  recollection,  and  1  am  desi- 
rous that  you  should  possess  all  the  information  neces- 
sary to  understand  them  as  clearly  as  the  nature  of  the 
facts  will  permit.  We  have  yet,  keeping  leftward  to 
view  the  bog,  upwards  of  a  mile  to  make  ere  the  circuit 
of  the  castle  is  accomplished.  It  will  afford  leisure 
enough  for  the  tale  I  have  to  tell." 

<'  Speak  on — I  listen !"  answered  the  Englishman,  di- 
vided between  his  desire  to  know  all  that  it  was  possible 
to  learn  concerning  Anne  of  Geierstein,  and  bis  dislike 
to  bear  her  name  pronounced  with  such  pretensions  as 
those  of  Donnerhugel,  together  with  the  revival  of  his 
original  prejudices  against  the"  gigantic  Swiss,  whose 
manners,  always  blunt,  nearly  to  coarseness,  seemed 
now  marked  by  assumed  superiority  and  presumption. 
Arthur  listened,  however,  to  his  wild  tale,  and  the  inter- 
est which  he  took  in  it  soon  overp^ered  all  other  sen- 
sations. 
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CHAPTER  XI. 
Bonnttfittfirrjs  INTartatibr* 

These  be  the  adept's  doctrines-— every  element 
Is  peopled  with  its  separate  race  of  spirits. 
The  airy  Sylphs  od  the  blue  ether  float} 
Deep  ia  the  earthy  cavera  skulks  tlie  Gnome  3 
The  sea-green  Naiad  skims  the  oceaa-billowy 
And  the  fierce  fire  is  yet  a  friendly  home 
To  its  peculiar  sprite— the  Salamander. 


I  TOLD  you  (said  Rudolph,)  that  the  Lords  of  AraJieuQ; 
though  from  father  to  son  they  were  notoriously  addicted 
to  secret  studies,  were,  nevertheless,  like  the  other  Ger- 
man nobles,  followers  of  war  and  the  chase.  This  was 
peculiarly  the  case  with  Anne's  maternal  grandfather, 
Herman  of  Arnheim,  who  prided  himself  on  possessing  a 
splendid  stud  of  horses,  and  one  steed  in  particular,  the 
noblest  ever  known  in  these  circles  of  Germany.  I 
should  make  wild  work  were  I  to  attempt  a  description 
of  such  an  animal,  so  I  will  content  myself  with  saying 
his  colour  was  jet-black,  without  a  hair  of  white  either 
on  his  face  or  feet.  For  this  reason,  and  the  wildness 
of  his  disposition,  his  master  had  termed  him  Apollyon  ; 
a  circumstance  which  was  secredy  considered  as  tending 
to  sanction  the  evil  reports  which  touched  the  house  of 
Arnheim,  being,  it  was  said,  the  naming  of  a  favoMrite 
animal  after  a  foul  fiend. 

It  chanced,  one  November  day,  that  the  Baron  bad 
been  hunting  in  the  forest,  and  did  not  reach  home  till 
nightfall.  There  were  no  guests  with  him,  for,  as  I  hinted 
to  you  before,  the  castle  of  Arnheim  seldom  received  any 
other  than  those  from  whom  its  inhabitants  hoped  to  gain 
augmentation  of  knowledge.  The  Baron  was  seated  alone 
in  his  hall,  illuminated  with  cressets  and  torches.     His 
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one  hand  held  a  vohime  covered  with  characters  unintel- 
ligible to  all  save  himself.  The  other  rested  on  the  mar- 
ble table,  on  which  was  placed  a  flask  of  Tokay  wine. 
A  page  stood  in  respeetfid  attendance  near  the  bottom  of 
the  large  and  dim  apartment,  and  no  sound  was  heard  save 
that  of  the  night  wind,  when  it  sighed  mournfully  through 
the  rusty  coats  of  mail,  and  waved  the  tattered  banners 
which  were  the  tapestry  of  the  feudal  hall.  At  once  the 
footstep  of  a  person  was  heard  ascending  the  stairs  in  haste 
and  trepidation  ;  the  door  of  the  hall  was  thrown  violently 
open,  and,  terrified  to  a  degree  of  ecstasy,  Caspar,  the 
head  of  the  Baron's  stable,  or  his  master  of  horse,  stum- 
bled up  almost  to  the  foot  of  the  table  at  which  his  lord 
was  seated,  with  the  exclamation  in  his  mouth, — • 

"  My  lord,  my  lord,  a  fiend  is  in  the  stable  !" 

**  What  means  this  folly  ?"  said  the  Baron,  arishg, 
surprised  and  displeased  at  an  interruption  so  unusual.    - 

"  Let  me  endure  your  displeasure,"  said  Caspar,  "  if  I 
speak  not  truth  !     Apollyon" 

Here  he  paused. 

<<  Speak  out,  thou  frightened,  feol,"  said  the  Baron | 
"  is  my  horse  sick,  or  injured  ?" 

The  master  of  the  stalls  again  gasped  forth  the  woird^ 
"  Apollyon  !" 

"  Say  on,"  said  the  Baron  ;  "  were  Apollyon  in  pres* 
ence  personally,  it  were  nothing  to  shake  a  brave  man's 
mind." 

"  The  devil,"  answered  the  master  of  the  horse,  "  is 
in  Apollyon's  stall !" 

"  Fool  !"  exclaimed  the  nobleman,  snatching  a  torch 
ftx)m  the  wall ;  "  what  is  it  that  could  have  turned  thy 
Drain  in  such  silly  fashion  ?  Things  like  thee,  that  are 
Dorn  to  serve  us,  should  hold  their  brains  on  a  firmer 
tenure,  for  our  sakes,  if  not  for  that  of  their  worthless 
selves." 

As  he  spoke,  he  descended  to  the  court  of  the  castle, 
to  visit  the  stutely  range  of  stables  which  occupied  all  the 
lower  part  of  the  quadrangle  on  one  side.  He  entered, 
^here  fifty  gallant  steeds,  steed  in  rpws,  on  eaeh  side  q4 
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tBe  ar/iple  hatf.  At  the  side  of  each  staf!  hung  the  weap- 
ons of  offence  and  defence  of  a  man-at-arms,  as  bright  as 
constant  attention  could  make  tbeai,  together  uith  the 
buff-coat  which  formed  the  trooper's  under  garment,  'the 
Baron,  followed  by  one  or  two  of  the  domestics,  who  had 
assembled  AiU  of  astonishment  at  the  unusual  alarm,  has- 
tened up  to  the  nead  of  the  stable,  betwixt  the  rows  of 
steeds.  As  ^e  approached  the  stall  of  his  favourite  horse, 
which  was  the  uppermost  of  the  right-hand  row,  the  gal- 
lant steed  neither  neighed,  nor  shook  his  head,  nor  stamp- 
ed with  his  foot,  nor  gave  the  usual  signs  of  joy  at  his 
lord's  approach  ;  a  faint  moaning,  as  if  he  implored  assist-* 
ance,  was  the  only  aqknowledgment  he  gave  of  the  Baron's 
presence. 

Sir  Herman  held  up  the  torch,  and  discovered  that 
there  was  indeed  a  tall  dark  figure  standing  in  flie  stalf, 
resting  his  hand  oh  the  horse's  shoulder.  ^*  Who  art 
thou,"  said  the  Baron,  "  and  what  dost  thou  here  ?" 

"  I  seek  refuge  and  hospitality,"  replied  the  stranger  j 
^'  and  I  conjure  thee  to  grant  it  me,  by  the  shoulder  of 
thy  horse,  and  by  the  edge  of  thy  s\1rord,  ahd  so  as  they 
may  never  fail  thee  when  thy  need  is  at  the  utmost !" 

"  Thou  art,  then,  a  brother  ftf  the  Sacred  Fire,"  said 
Baron  Herman  of  Arnheim  ;  "  and  I  may  not  refuse  thee 
the  refuge  which  thou  requirest  of  me,  after  the  ritual  of 
the  Persian  Magi,  from  whom,  and  for  what  length  of 
time,  dost  thou  crave  my  protection  ?" 

"  From  those,"  replied  the  stranger,  "  who  shall  arrive 
in  quest  of  me  before  the  morning  cock  shall  crow,  and 
for  the  full  space  of  a  year  and  a  day  from  this  period.** 

"  1  may  not  refuse  thee,"  said  the  Baron,  "  consistently 
with  my  oath  and  my  honour.  For  a  year  and  a  day  I 
will  be  thy  pledge,  and  thou  shalt  share  with  me  roof  and 
chamber,  wine  and  food.  But  thou,  too,  must  obey  the 
law  of  Zoroaster,  which,  as  it  says.  Let  the  Stronger  pro- 
tect the  weaker  brother,  says  also,  let  the  Wiser  instruct 
the  brother  who  hath  less  knowledge.  I  anii»the  stronger, 
and  thou  shalt  be  safe  under  my  protection ;  but  thou  art 
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the  wiser,  and  must  instruct  me  in  the  more  secret  my*- 
teries.'* 

"  You  mock  your  servant/'  said  the  strange  visiter  j 
"  but  if  aught  is  known  to  Danniscbemend  which  can 
avail  Herman^  his  instructions  shall  be  as  those  of  a  father 
to  a  son." 

"  Come  forth,  then,  from  thy  place  of  refuge,"  said  the 
Baron  of  Arnheim.  "  I  swear  to  thee  by  the  sacred  fire 
which  lives  without  terrestrial  fuel,  and  by  the  fraternity 
which  is  betwixt  us,  and  by  the  shoulder  of  my  horse,  and 
the  edge  of  ray  good  sword,  1  will  be  thy  warrand  for  a 
year  and  a  day,  if  so  far  my  power  shall  extend." 

The  stranger  came  forth  accordingly  ;  and  those  who 
saw  the  singularity  of  his  appearance,  scarce  wondered  at 
the  fears  of  Caspar,  the  staJl -master,  when  he  found  such 
a  person  in  the  stable,  by  what  mode  of  entrance  he  was 
unable  to  conceive.  When  he  reached  the  lighted  hall 
to  which  the  Baron  conducted  him,  as  he  would  have  done 
a  welcome  and  honoured  guest,  the  stranger  appeared  to 
be  very  tall,  and  of  a  dignified  aspect.  His  dress  was 
Asiatic,  being  a  long  black  caftan,  or  gown,  like  that  worn 
by  Armenians,  and  a  lofty  square  cap,  covered  with  the 
wool  of  Astracan  lambs.  .  Every  article  of  the  dress  was 
black,  which  gave  relief  to  the  long  white  beard,  that 
flowed  down  over  his  bosom.  His  gown  was  fastened  by 
a  sash  of  black  silk  net-work,  in  which,  instead  of  a  pon- 
iard or  sword,  was  stuck  a  silver  case,  containing  writing 
materials,  and  a  roll  of  parchment.  The  only  ornament 
of  his  apparel  consisted  in  a  large  ruby  of  uncommon 
brilliancy,  which,  when  he  approached  the  light,  seemed 
to  glow  with  such  liveliness,  as  if  the  gem  itself  had  emit- 
ted the  rays  which  it  only  reflected  back.  To  the  offer 
of  refreshment,  the  stranger  replied,  "  Bread  I  may  not 
eat,  water  shall  not  moisten  my  lips,  until  the  avenger 
shall  have  passed  by  the  threshold." 

The  Baron  commanded  the  lamps  to  be  trimmed,  and 
fresh  torches  to  be  lighted,  and  sending  his  whole  house- 
bold  to  rest,  remained  seated  in  the  hall  along  with  the 
stranger,  his  suppliant.     At  the  dead  hour  of  midnight, 
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h%  gates  c^  the  castie  were  shaken  as  b^  a  whirlwind, 
And  a  voice,  as  of  a  herald,  was  heard  to  demand  a  her- 
ald's lawful  prisoner,  Dannischemend,  the  son  of  Hali. 
The  warder  then  heard  a  lower  window  of  the  hall  thrown 
op^a,  and  could  distinguish  his  master's  voice  addressing 
the  person  who  had  thus  summoned  the  castle.  But  the . 
night  was  so  dark  that  he  might  not  see  the  speakers,  and 
the  language  which  they  used  was  either  entirely  foreign, 
or  so  largely  interspersed  with  strange  words,  that  he 
could  not  understand  a  syllable  which  they  said.  Scarce 
five  minutes  had  elapsed,  when  he  who  was  without  again 
elevated  his  voice  as  before,  and  said  in  German,  *<  For  a 
year  and  a  day,  then,  I  forbear  my  forfeiture ; — ^but  com* 
tng  for  it  when  that  time  shall  elapse,  I  come  for  my  right, 
and  will  no  longer  be  withstood." 

From  that  period,  Dannischemend,  the  Persian,  was  a 
constant  guest  at  the  castle  of  Amheim,  and,  hideed, 
never,  for  any  visible  purpo^  crossed  the  drawbridge* 
His  amusements,  or  studies,  seemed  centred  in  the  library 
of  the  castle,  and  the  laboratory,  where  the  Baron  some- 
times toiled  in  conjunction  with  him  for  many  hours  to- 
gether. The  inhabitants  of  the  castle  could  find  no  &ult 
in  the  Magus,  or  Persian,  excepting  his  apparently  dis- 
pensing with  the  (ordinances  of  religion,  since  .he  neithei 
went  to  mass  nor  confession,  nor  attended  upon  other 
religious  ceremonies.  The  chaplain  did  indeed  profess 
himself  satisfied  with  the  state  of  the  stranger's  conscience ; 
but  it  had  been  long  suspected,  that  the  worthy  ecclesi* 
astic  held  his  easy  office  on  the  very  reasonable  condition, 
of  apf)roving  the  principles,  and  asserting  the  orthodoxy, 
of  all  guests  whom  the  Baron  invited  to  share  his  hos- 
pitality. 

It  was  observed  that  Dannischemend  was  rigid  in  pay- 
ing his  devotions,  by  prostrating  himself  in  the  first  rays 
of  the  rising  sun^  and  that  he  constructed  a  silver  lamp 
of  the  most  beautiful  proportions,  which  he  placed  on  a 
pedestal,  representing  a  truncated  column  of  marble,  hav- 
ing its  base  sculptured  with  hieroglyphical  imagery.  With 
15      V0£».  I.  ' 
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whar  essences  he  fed  this  flame  was  unknowa  to  all,  on- 
less  perhaps  to  the  Baroo ;  but  the  flame  was  more 
steady^  pure,  and  lustrous,  than  any  which  was  ever  seen, 
excepting  the  sun  of  heaven  itself,  and  it  was  generally 
believed  that  the  Magian  made  it  an  object  of  worship  in 
the  absence  of  that  blessed  luminary.  Nothing  else  was 
observed  of  liim,  unless  that  his  morals  seemed  severe, 
his  gravity  extreme,  hb  ^neral  mode  of  life  very  tem- 
perate,  and  his  fasts  and  vigils  of  frequent  recurrence. 
Except  on  particular  occasions,  he  spoke  to  no  one  of 
the  castle  out  the  Barcm  ;  but,  as  he  had  money  and  was 
liberal,  he  was  regarded  by  the  domestics  with  awe  in- 
deed, but  without  fear  or  dislike. 

Winter  was  succeeded  by  sprinfr,  summer  brought  her 
flowers,  and  autumn  her  fruits,  which  ripened  and  were 
lading,  when  a  foot-page,  who  sometimes  attended  them 
in  the  laboratory  to  render  manual  assistance  when  re- 
<|uired,  heard  the  Persian  say  to  the  Baron  of  Amheim, 
"  You  will  do  well,  my  .son,  to  mark  my  words  ;  for  my 
lessons  to  you  are  drawing  to  an  end,  and  there  is  no 
powier  on  earth  wliich  can  longer  postpone  my  fate." 

'^  Alas,  my  master !"  said  the  Baron,  "  and  must  I 
then  lose  the  benefit  of  your  direction,  just  when  your 
guiding  hand  becomes  necessary  to  place  me  on  the  very 
pinnacle  of  the  temple  of  wisdom  ?" 

<'  Be  not  discouraged,  my  son,"  answered  the  sage ; 
''  I  will  bequeath  the  task  of  perfecting  you  ia  your 
studies  to  my  daughter,  who  will  come  hither  on  pur- 
pose. But  remember,  if  you  value  the  permanence  of 
your  family,  look  not  upon  her  as  aught  else  than  a  help- 
mate in  your  studies*;  for  if  you  forget  the  instructress 
in  the  beauty  of  the  maiden,  you  will  be  buried  with 
your  sword  and  your  shield,  as  the  last  male  of  your 
house  ;  and  farther  evil,  believe  me,  will  arise  ;  for  such 
alliances  never  come  to  a  happy  issue,  of  which  my  own 
s  an  example. — But  hush,  we  are  observed." 

The  household  of  the  castle  of  Arnheim  having  but 
few  thmgs  to  interest  them,  were  the  more  eager  observ- 
Ars  of  those  which  came  under  their  notice  ;  and  when 
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Ihe  tenninatkm  of  the  period  when  the  Penian  wm  to 
receive  shelter  in  the  castle  began  to  approach^  some  of 
the  inmates,  under  various  pretexts,  but  whieb  resolved 
into  very  terror,  absconded,  while  others  held  themselves 
in  expectation  of  some  striking  and  terrible  catastrophe. 
None  such,  however,  took  place  ;  and,  on  the  expected 
anniversary,  long  ere  the  witching  hour  of  midnigbti 
Dannischemend  terminated  his-  visit  in  the  castle  of  Am- 
beim,  by  riding  away  from  the  gate  in  the  guise  of  an 
ordinary  traveller.  The  Baron  had  meantime  taken  leave 
of  his  tutor  with  many  marks  of  regret,  and  some  which 
amounted  even  to  sorrow.  The  sage  Persian  comforted 
him  by  a  long  whisper,  of  which  the  Jast  part  only  was 
heard, — <<  By  the  first  beam  of  sunshine  she  will  be 
with  you.  Be  kind  to  her,  b'ut  not  over  kind."  He 
then  departed,  and  was  never  again  seen  or  heard  of  in 
the  vicinity  of  Arnheim. 

The  Baron  was  observed  during  all  the  dav^ter  the 
departure  of  the  stranger  to  be  particularly  melkocholy. 
He  remained,  contrary  to  bis  custom,  in  the  great  hall, 
and  neither  visited  the  library  nor  the  laboratory,  where 
he  could  no  longer  enjoy  the  company  of  his  departed 
instructor.  At  dawn  of  the  ensuing  morning.  Sir  Herman 
summoned  his  page,  and,  contrary  to  his  habits,  which 
used  to  be  rather  careless  in  respect  of  apparel,  he  dress- 
ed himself  with  great  accuracy  ;  and,  as  he  was  in  the 
prime. of  life,  and  of  a  noble  figure,  he  bad  reason  to  be 
satisfied  with  his  appearance.  Having,  performed  hi» 
toilet,  he  waited  till  the  sun  had  just  appeared  above  tl]e 
horizon,  and,  taking  from  the  table  the  key  of  the  labo- 
ratory, which  the  page  believed  must  have  lain  therr  all 
night,  he  walked  thither,  followed  by  his  attendant.  At 
the  door  the  Baron  made  a  pause,  and  seemed  at  one 
time  to  doubt  whether  he  should  not  send  away  the  page, 
at  another  to  hesitate  whether  he  should  open  the  door, 
as  one  might  do  who  expected  some  strange  sight  within. 
He  pulled  up  resolution,  however,  turned  the  key,  threw 
the  door  open,  and  entered.  The  page  followed  close 
oehmd  his  master,  and  was  astonished  to  the  point  of  ex 
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treme  terror  at  what  he  beheld,  although  the  sight,  how- 
ever extraordinary,  had  in  it  nothing  save  what  was  agree- 
able and  lovely. 

The  silver  lamp  was  extinguished,  or  removed  from 
its  pedestal,  where  stood  in  place  of  it  a  most  beautiful 
female  figure  in  the  Persian  costume,  in  which  the  colour 
of  pink  predominated.  But  she  wore  no  turban  or  head- 
dress of  any  kind,  saving  a  blue  riband  drawn  through 
her  auburn  hair,  and  secured  by  a  gold  clasp,  the  outei 
side  of  which  was  ornamented  by  a  superb  opal,  which, 
amid  the  changing  lights  peculiar  to  that  gem,  displayed 
internally  a  slight  tinge  of  red  like  a  spark  of  fire. 

The  figure  of  this  young  person  was  rather  under  the 
middle  size,  but  perfectly  well  formed  ;  the  Eastern  dress, 
with  the  wide  trowsers  gathered  round  the  ankles,  made 
visible  the  smallest  and  most  beautiful  feet  which' had 
ever  been  seen,  while  hands  and  arms  of  the  most  per- 
fect synpiftry  were  partly  seen  from  under  the  folds  of 
the  robe.  The  little  lady's  countenance  was  of  a  lively 
and  expressive  character,  in  which  spirit  and  wit  seemed 
to  predominate  ;  and  the  quick  dark  eye,  with  its  beauti- 
flBly  formed  eyebrow,  seemed  to  presage  the  arch  remark, 
to  which  the  rosy  and  half-smiling  lip  appeared  ready  to 
give  utterance. 

The  pedestal  on  which  she  stood,  or  rather  was  perch- 
ed, would  have  appeared  unsafe  had  any  figure  heavier 
than  her  own  been  placed  there.  But,  however  she  had 
been  transported  thither,  she  seemed  to  rest  on  it  as 
lightly  and  safely  as  a  linnet,  when  it  has  dropped  from 
the  sky  on  the  tendril  of  a  rose-bud.  The  first  beam  of 
the  rising  sun,  falling  through  a  window  directly  opposite 
to  the  pedestal,  increased  the  effect  of  this  beautiful 
figure,  which  remained  as  motionless  as  if  it  had  been 
carved  in  marble.  She  only  expressed  her  sense  of  the 
Baron  of  Amheim's  presence  by  something  of  a  quicker 
respiration,  and  a  deep  blush,  accompanied  by  a  slight 
smile. 

Whatever  reason  the  Baron  of  Amheim  might  have 
tor  expecting  to  see  some  such  object  as  now  exhibited 


Digitized 


by  Google 


▲HUE   OV   OSIS&8TSUI.  179 

ts  actual  presence,  the  degree  of  beauty  which  it  fn* 
sented  was  so  much  beyond  his  expectation,  that  for  aa 
instant  he  stood  without  breath  or  niotioo.  At  once, 
however,  he  seemed  iq  recollect  that  it  was  his  duty  to 
welcome  the  fair  stranger  to  his  castle,  and  to  relieve  her 
from  her  precarious  situation.  He  stepped  ibrwaiyl  ac« 
cordingly  with  the  words  of  welcome  on  his  tongue,  and 
was  extending  bis  arms  to  lift  her  from  the  pedestal, 
which  was  nearly  six  feet  high  ;  but  the  light  and  active 
stranger  merely  accepted  the  support  of  hb  band,  and 
descended  on  the  floor  as  light  and  as  safe  as  if  she  had 
been  formed  of  gossamer.  It  was,  indeed,  only  by  the 
momentary  pressure  of  her  little  hand,  that  the  Baron 
of  Amheim  was  finally  made  sensible  that  he  had  to  do 
with  a  being  of  flesh  and  blood. 

<^  I  am  come  as  I  have  been  commanded,"  she  said, 
looking  around  her.  '^  You  must  expect  a  strict  and 
diligent  mistress,  and  I  hope  for  the  credh  of  an  attentive 
pupil." 

After  the  arrival  of  this  singular  and  interesting  being 
in  the  castle  of  Arnheim,  various  alterations  took  place 
within  the  interior  of  the  household.  A  lady  of  high 
rank  and  small  fortune,  the  respectable  widow  of  a  Count 
of  the  Empire,  who  was  the  Baron's  blood  relation,  re- 
ceived and  accepted  an  invitation  to  preside  over  her 
kinsman's  domestic  affairs,  and  remove,  by  her  counte- 
nance, any  suspicions  which  might  arise  from  the  presence 
of  Hermione,  as  the  beautiful  Persian  was  generally 
called. 

The  Countess  Waldstetten  carried  her  complaisance 
so  far,  as  to  be  present  on  almost  all  occacnoBS,  whether 
in  the  laboratory  or  library,  when  the  Baron  of  Arah^oi 
received  lessons  from,  or  pursued  studies  with,  t)ie  young 
and  lovely  tutor  who  had  been  thus  strangely  substituted 
for  the  aged  Magus.  If  this  lady's  report  was  to  be 
trusted,  their  pursuits  were  of  a  most  extraordinary  na- 
ture, and  the  results  which  she  sometinies  witnessed, 
were  such  as  to  create  fear  as  well  a;^  surprise.     But  she 
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stPtMigly  vindicated  thera  from  practising  unlawful  arts,  or 
overstepping  the  boundaries  of  natural  science. 

A  better  judge  of  such  matters,  the  Bishop  of  Bam- 
berg himself,  made  a  visit  to  Arnheim,  on  purpose  to  wit- 
ness the  wisdom  of  which  so  much  was  reported  through 
the  whole  Rhine-country.  He  conversed  with  Hermi- 
one,  and  found'  her  deeply  impressed  with  the  truths  of 
religion,  and  so  perfectly  acquainted  with  its  doctrines, 
fhat  he  compared  her  to  a  doctor  of  theology  in  the  dress 
rf  an  Eastern  dancing-girl.  When  asked  regarding  her 
knowledge  of  languages  and  science,  he  answered,  that 
he  had  been  attracted  to  Arnheim  by  the  most  extrava- 
gant reports  on  these  points,  but  that  he  must  return 
confessing  "  the  half  thereof  had  not  been  told  unto 
him.^' 

In  consequence  of  this  indisputable  testimony,  the  sinis- 
ter reports  which  had  been  occasioned*  by  the  singular 
appearance  of  the  fair  stranger,  were  in  a  great  measure 
lulled  to  sleep,  especially  as  her  amiable  manners  won  the 
involuntary  good-will  of  every  one  that  approached  her. 

Meantime  a  nmrked  alteration  began  to  take  place  in 
the  interviews  between  the  lovely  tutor  and  her  pupil. 
These  were  conducted  with  the  same  caution  as  before, 
tnd  never,  so  far  as  could  be  observed,  took  place  with- 
out the  presence  of  the  Countess  of  Waldstetten,  or  some 
nher  third  person  of  respectability.  But  the  scenes  of 
Ihese  meetings  were  no  longer  the  scholar's  library,  or 
the  chemist's  laboratory ; — the  gardens,  the  groves,  were 
resorted  to  for  amusement,  and  parties  of  hunting  and 
fishing,  with  evenings  spent  in  the  dance,  seemed  to  an- 
Dounce  that  the  studies  of  wisdom  were  for  a  time  aban- 
doned for  the  pursuits  of  pleasure.  It  was  not  difficult 
Jo  guess  the  meaning  6f  this ;  the  Baron  of  Arnheim 
and-his  fair  guest,  speaking  a  language  different  from  all 
others,  could  enjoy  their  private  conversation,  even  amid 
%11  the  tumult  of  gaiety  around  them  ;  and  no  one  was 
surprised  to  hear  it  formally  announced,  after  a  few  weeks 
of  gaiety,  that  the  fair  Persian  was  to  be  wedded  to  tb^ 
Baron  of  Arnheim. 
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The  manners  of  this  fascinating  young  person  were  so 
pleasing^  her  conversation  so  animated,  her  wit  so  keen, 
yet  so  well  tempered  with  good  nature  and  modesty,  that, 
notwithstanding  her  unknown  origin,  her  high  fortune 
attracted  less  envy  than  might  have  been  expected  in  a 
case  so  singular.  Above  all,  her  generosity  a^zed  and 
won  the  hearts  of  all  the  young  persons  who  approach- 
ed her.  Her  wealth  seemed  to  be  measureless,  for  the 
many  rich  jewels  which  she  distributed  among  her  fiiir 
(Hends  would  otherw^ise  have  left  her  without  ornaments 
for  herself.  These  good  qualities,  her  liberality  above 
all,  together  with  a  simplicity  of  thought  and  character, 
which  formed  a  beautiful  contrast  to  the  depth  of  ac- 
quired knowledge  which  she  was  well  known  to  possess, 
— these,  and  her  total  want  of  ostentation,  made  her  su- 
periority be  pardoned  among  her  companions.  Still 
there  was  notice  taken  of  some  peculiarities,  exaggerated 
perhaps  by  envy,  which  seemed  to  draw  a  mystical  dis- 
tmction  between  the  beautiful  Hermione  and  the  mere 
mortals  with  whom  she  lived  and  conversed. 

In  the  merry  dance  she  was  so  unrivalled  in  lightness 
and  agility,  that  her  performance  seemed  that  of  an 
aerial  bemg.  She  could,  without  suffering  from  her  ex- 
ertion, continue  the  pleasure  till  she  had  tired  out  the 
most  active  revellers;  and  even  the  young  Duke  of 
Hochspringen,  who  was  reckoned  the  most  indefatigable 
at  that  exerc'ise  in  Germany,  having  been  her  partner  for 
half  an  hour,  was  compelled  to  break  off  the  dance,  and 
throw  himself,  totally  exhausted,  on  a  couch,  exclaiming, 
he  had  been  dancing  not  with  a  woman,  but  with  an 
ignvs  fatuvs. 

Other  whispers  averred,  that,  while  sh^played  with  her 
young  companions  in  the  labyrinth  and  mazes  of  the 
castle  gardens  at  hide-and-seek,  or  similar  games  of  Ac- 
tivity, she  became  animated  with  the  same  supernatural 
alertness  which  was  supposed  to  inspire  her  in  tlie  dance; 
She  appeared  amonj^st  her  companions,  and  vanished 
from  them  with  a  degree  of  rapidity  which  was  incon- 
ceivable ;  and  hedges,  treillage,  or  such  like  obstructions, 
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were  surmounted  by  her  in  a  manner  which  the  most 
vigilant  eye  could  not  detect ;  for,  after  being  observed 
on  the  side  of  tlie  barrier  at  one  instant,  in  another  she 
was  beheld  close  beside  the  spectator. 

In  such  moments,  when  her  eyes  sparkled,  her  cheeks 
reddened^nd  her  whole  frame  became  animated,  it  was 
pretended  that  the  opal  clasp  amid  her  tresses,  the  orna- 
ment which  she  never  laid  aside,  shot  forth  the  little 
spark,  or  tongue  of  flame,  which  it  always  displayed, 
with  an  increased  vivacity.  In  the  same  manner,  if  in 
the  half-darkened  hall  the  conversation  of  Hermione 
became  unusually  animated,  it  was  believed  that  the  jewel 
became  brilliant,  and  even  displayed  a  twinkling  and 
flashing  gleam  which  seemed  to  be  emitted  by  the  gem 
itself,  and  not  produced  in  the  usual  manner,  by  the 
reflection  of  some  external  light.  Her  maidens  were 
also  heard  to  surmise,  that  when  their  mistress  was  agi- 
tated by  any  hasty  or  brief  resentment,  (the  only  weak- 
ness of  temper  which  she  was  sometimes  observed  to 
display,)  they  could  observe  dark-red  sparks  flash  from 
the  mystic  brooch,  as  if  it  sympathized  with  the  wearer's 
emotions.  The  women  who  attended  on  her  toilet  farther 
reported  that  this  gem  was  never  removed  but  for  a  few 
minutes,  when  the  Baroness's  hair  was  combed  out ;  that 
she  was  unusually  pensive  and  silent  during  the  time  it 
was  laid  aside>  and  particularly  apprehensive  when  ally 
liquid  was  brought  near  it.  Even  in  the  use  of  holy 
water  at  the  door  of  the  church,  she  was  observed  to 
omit  the  sign  of  the  cross  on  the  forehead,  for  fear,  it  was 
supposed,  of  the  water  touching  the  valued  jewel. 

These  singular  reports  did  not  prevent  the  marriage  of 
the  Baron  of  Amheim  from  proceeding  as  had  been  ar* 
ranged.  It  was  celebrated  in  the  usual  form,  and  with 
the  utmost  splendour,  and  the  young  couple  seemed  to 
commence  a  life  of  happiness  rarely  to  be  found  on  earth. 
In  the  cours^  of  twelve  months,  the  lovely  Baroness  pre- 
sented her  husband  with  a  daughter,  which  was  to  be 
christened  Sybilla,  after  the  Count's  mother.  As  the 
health  of  the  child  was  excellent,  the  ceremony   was 
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postponed  tiU  tiic  recovery  of  the  motber  fiocn  her  coo«* 
finement ;  many  were  ioTited  to  be  present  on  the  occ»* 
sioDy  and  the  castle  was  thronged  with  company. 

It  imppened,  that  amongst  the  guests  was  an  old  lady^ 
ootorioiis  for  pbtying  in  private  society  the  part  of  a  ma* 
licious  fairy  b  a  minstrel's  tale.  This  was  the  Baroness 
of  Steinfeldt,  famous  in  the  neighbourhood  for'  her  insa- 
tiable curiosity  and  overweening  pride.  She  had  not 
been  many  days  in  the  castle,  ere,  by  the  aid  of  a  female 
attendant,  who  acted  as  an  intelligencer,  she  had  made 
herself  mistress  of  aU  that  was  heard,  said,  or  suspected, 
ooaceming  the  peculiarities  of  the  Baroness  Herraione. 
It  was  on  the  morning  of  the  day  appointed  for  the 
duistening,  while  the  whole  company  were  assembled  in 
the  ball,  and  waiting  till  the  Baroness  should  appear,  to 
pass  with  them  to  the  chapel,  that  there  aixise  between 
the  censorious  and  haughty  dame  whom  we  have  just 
mentioned,  and  the  Countess  Waldstetten,  a  violent  dis- 
cussion concerning  some  point  of  disputed  precedence.  It 
was  referred  to  the  Baron  von  Amheim,  who  decided  in 
favour  of  the  Countess.  Madame  de  Steinfeldt  instantly 
ordered  her  palfrey  to  be  prepared,  and  her  attendants  to 
mount. 

^'  I  leave  this  place,"  she  said,  ''  which  a  good  Chris- 
tian onght  never  to  have  entered ;  I  leave  a  house  of 
which  the  master  is  a  sorcerer,  the  mistress  a  demon  who 
dares  not  cross  her  brow  with  holy  water,  and  their  tren- 
cher companion  one,  who  for  a  wretched  pittance  is  wil- 
ling to  act  as  matcb-maker  between  a  wizard  and  an  m- 
oamate  fiend !" 

^le  then  departed  with  rage  in  her  countentnce,  and 
spite  in  her  heart. 

Tlie  Baron  of  Amheim  then  stepped  forward,  and 
demanded  of  the  knights  and  gentlemen  around,  if  there 
were  any  among  them  who  wteld  dare  to  make  good 
with  his  sword  the  infemous  falsehoods  thrown  upon  him- 
self, his  spouse,  and  his  kinswoman. 

There  was  a  genered  answer,  utterly  refusing  to  defend 
the  Baroness  of  SteinfeUt's  words  in  so  bad  acai«se^and 
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oniversiUy  testifying  the  belief  of  the  company  that  she 
spoke  in  the  spirit  of  calumny  and  falsehood. 

"  Then  let  that  lie  fall  to  the  ground^  which  no  man  oi 
sourage  will  hold  up,"  said  the  Baron  of  Arnheim , 
'^  only,  all  who  are  here  tliis  morning  shall  be  satisfied 
whether  the  Baroness  Hermione  doth  or  doth  not  share 
the  rites  of  Christianity." 

The  Countess  of  Waldstetten  made  anxious  signs  to 
him  while  he  spoke  thus  ;  and  when  the  crowd  permitted 
her  to  approach  near  him,  she  was  heard  to  whisper,  ^^  O, 
be  not  rash  !  try  no  experiment !  there  is  something  mys- 
terious about  that  opal  talisman  ;  be  prudent,  and  let  tlie 
matter  pass  by." 

The  Baron,  who  was  in  a  more  towering  passion  than 
well  became  the  wisdom  to  which  be  made  pretence— -< 
although  it  will  be  perhaps  allowed,  that  an  affront  so 
public,  and  in  such  a  time  and  place,  was  enough  to 
shake  the  prudence  of  the  most  staid,  and  the  philoso- 
phy of  the  most  wise — answered  sternly  and  briefly,  "  Are 
you.  too,  such  a  fool  ?"  and  I'etained  his  purpose. 

The  Baroness  of  Arnheim  at  this  moment  entered  the 
hall,  looking  just  so  pale  from  her  late  confinement,  as  to 
render  her  lovely  countenance  more  interesting,  if  less 
animated,  than  usual.  Having  paid  her  compliments  to 
the  assembled  company,  with  the  most  graceful  and  con- 
descending attention,  she  was  beginning  to  enquire  why 
Madame  de  Steinfeldt  was  not  present,  when  her  bus- 
band  made  the  signal  for  the  company  to  move  forward  to 
the  chapel,  and  lent  the  Baroness  his  arm  to  bring  up  the 
rear.  The  chapel  was  nearly  filled  by  the  splendid  com- 
pany, and  all  eyes  were  bent  on  their  host  and  hostess,  as 
they  entered  the  place  of  devotion  immediately  after  four 
young  ladies,  who  supported  the  infant  babe  in  a  light 
and  beautiful  litter. 

As  they  passed  the  threshold,  the  Baron  dipt  his 
finger  in  the  font-^stone,  and  ofllered  holy  water  to  his 
lady,  who  accepted  it,  as  usual,  by  touching  his  finger 
with  her  own.  But  then,  as  if  to  confute  the  calumnies 
of  the  malevolent  lady  of  St^nfeldt,  with  ^m  air  of  spor* 
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tire  familiarity  which  was  ratlier  unwarranted  by  the  time 
and  place,  he  flirted  on  her  beautiful  forehead  a  drop  or 
fwo  of  the  moisture  which  remained  on  his  own  hand. 
The  opal,  on  which  one  of  these  drops  had  lighted,  shot 
out  a  brilliant  spark  like  a  falling  star,  and  became  the 
instant  after>varcls  lightless  and  colourless  as  a  common 
pebble,  while  the  beautiful  Baroness  sunk  on  the  floor 
of  the  chapel  with  a  deep  sigh  of  pain.  All  crowded 
around  her  in  dismay.  The  unfortunate  Hermione  was 
raised  from  the  ground,  and  conveyed  to  her  chamber ; 
and  so  much  did  her  countenance  and  pulse  alter,  within 
the  short  time  necessary  to  do  this,  that  those  who  looked 
upon  her  pronounced  her  a  dying  woman.  She  was  no 
sooner  in  her  own  apartment  than  she  requested  to  be 
left  alone  with  her  husband.  He  remained  an  hour  in 
the  room,  and  when  he  came  out  he  locked  and  double 
locked  the  door  behind  him.  He  then  betook  himself  to 
the  chapel,  and  remained  there  for  an  hour  or  more, 
prostrated  before  the  ahar. 

In  the  meantime,  most  of  the  guests  had  dispersed  in 
dismay  ;  though  some  abode  out  of  courtesy  or  curiosity. 
There  was  a  general  sense  of  impropriety  in  suffering 
th^  door  of  the  sick  lady's  apartment  to  remain  locked  ; 
but,  alarmed  at  the  whole  circumstances  of  her  illness,  it 
was  some  time  ere  any  one  dared  disturb  the  devotions 
of  the  Baron.  At  length  medical  aid  arrived,  and  the 
Countess  of  Waldstetten  took  upon  her  to  demand  the 
key.  She  spoke  more  than  once  to  a  man,  who  seemed 
incapable  of  hearing,  at  least  of  understanding,  what  she 
said.  At  length  he  gave  her  the  key,  and  added  sternly 
as  he  did  so,  that  all  aid  was  unavailing,  and  that  it  was 
his  pleasure  that  all  strangers  should  leave  the  castle. 
There  were  few  who  inclined  to  stay,  when,  upon  open- 
ing the  door  of  the  chamber  in  which  the  Baroness  had 
been  deposited  little  more  than  two  hours  before,  no 
traces  of  her  could  be  discovered,  unless  that  there  was 
about  a  handful  of  light  grey  ashes,  like  such  as  might 
have  been  produced  by  burning  fine  paper,  found  on  the 
bed  where  she  had  been  laid.    A  solemn  funeral   was 
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aevenbeleas  performed^  with  masses,  and  all  other  spirit- 
ual rites,  for  the  soul  of  the  high  and  noble  Lady  Her- 
mione  of  Arnheim ;  and  it  was  exactly  on  that  same  day 
thi*ee  years  that  tlie  Baron  himself  was  laid  in  the  grave 
of  tiie  same  chapel  of  Arnheim,  with  sword,  shield,  and 
hehuet,  as  the  last  male  of  his  family. 

Here  the  Swiss  paused,  for  they  were  approaching  the 
bridge  of  the  castle  of  Grafis-lust. 


CHAPTER  Xn. 


Thsas  wa9  a  short  silence  after  the  Bernese  had  con- 
cluded his  singular  tale.  Arthur  Philipson's  attentipn  bail 
been  gradually  and  intensely  attracted  by  a  story,  whieb 
was  too  much  in  unison  with  the  received  ideas  of  the  age 
to  be  encountered  by  the  unhesitating  incredulity  with 
which  it  must  have  been  heard  in  later  and  more  enlight- 
lened  times. 

He  was  also  considerably  struck  by  the  manner  in  wbicb 
it  had  been  told  by  the  narrator,  whom  he  had  hitherto 
only  regarded  in  the  light  of  a  rude  huntsman  or  soldier; 
whereas  he  now  allowed  Donnerhugel  credit  for  a  more 
extensive  acquaintance  with  the  general  manners  of  the 
world  than  be  bad  previously  anticipated.  The  Swiss 
rose  in  his  opinion  as  a  man  of  talent,  but  without  making 
the  slightest  progress  in  his.  afiections.  '<  The  swashbuck- 
ler," he  said  to  himself,  ^^  has  brains,  as  well  as  brawn  and 
bones,  and  is  &tter  for  the  office  of  commao^ing  others 
than  I  formerly  thought  him.^  Then,  turning  to  his  com- 
panion, be  thanked  him  for  the  tale,  which  had  shortened 
the  way  in  so  interesting  a  manner. 
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^  Aird  it  is  from  this  singular  nmrritge,"  be  eoatkided, 
"  liiat  Anne  of  GeienteiD  deriy«s  her  origin  y* 

'<  Her  motlier,"  answered  the  Swiss,  '*  was  SjbiHji  of 
AmbeifD,  the  infant  at  whose  christening  the  mother  died 
■^-disappeared — Or  whatever  you  may  list  to  call  it.  The 
barony  of  Amheim,  befaig  a  male  fief,  reverted  to  Che 
Emperor.  The  castle  has  never  been  inhabited  since  the 
death  of  the  last  lord  ;  and  has,  as  I  tiave  heard,  become 
in  some  sort  ruinous.  The  occupations  of  its  ancient 
proprietors,  and,  above  ail,  the  catastrophe  of  its  last  iih 
habitant,  have  been  thought  to  render  it  no  eligible  j^ace 
of  residence." 

'*  Did  there  appear  any  thing  preternatural,"  said  the 
Englbhman,  **  about  the  young  Baroness,  who  married 
the  brother  d*  the  Landamman  ?" 

^  So  fiur  as  I  have  heard,"  replied  Rudolph,  "  there 
were  strange  stories.  It  was  said  that  the  nurses,  at  the 
dead  of  night,  have  seen  Hermione,  the  last  Baroness  of 
Amheim,  stand  weeping  by  the  side  of  the  cMld's  cradle, 
and  other  things  to  the  same  purpose.  But  here  I  speak 
from  less  correct  information  than  that  from  which  1  drew 
my  former  narrative." 

"  And  since  the  credibility  of  a  storv  not  very  probable 
m  itself,  must  needs  be  granted,  or  withheld,  according  to 
the  evidence  on  which  it  is  given,  may  I  ask  you,"  said 
Arthur,  "  to  tell  me  what  is  the  authority  on  which  you 
have  so  much  reliance  ?" 

"  Willingly,"  answered  the  Swiss.  "  Know  that  The- 
odore Donnerhugel,  the  favourite  page  of  the  last  Baron 
of  Amheim,  was  my  father's  brother.  Upon  his  master*s 
death,  he  retired  to  his  native  town  of  Berne,  and  most 
of  his  time  was  employed  in  training  me  up  to  arms  and 
martial  exercises,  as  well  according  to  the  ikshion  of  Ger- 
many as  of  Switzerland,  for  he  was  master  of  all.  He 
witnessed  with  his  own  eyes,  and  heard  with  his  own  ears, 
great  part  of  the  melancholy  and  mysterious  events  which 
I  have  detailed  to  you.  Should  you  ever  visit  Berne, 
you  may  see  the  i^ood  oM  man." 
16     vol..  I* 


Digitized 


by  Google 


l8l  Avn  or  Bzutmsnim. 

^  You  think,  then/'  said  Arthur,  "  that  the  appearance 
which  i  have  this  night  seen,  is  connected  with  the  mys- 
terious marriage  of  Anne  of  Geierstein's  grandfather  ?" 

*'  Nay,"  replied  Rudolph,  <«  think  not  that  I  can  lay 
down  any  positive  explanation  of  a  thing  so  strange.  I 
can  only  say,  that  unless  1  did  you  the  injustice  to  disbe- 
lieve your  testimony  respecting  the  apparition  of  this 
evening,  I  know  no  way  to  account  for  it,  except  by  re- 
membering that  there  is  a  portion  of  the  young  lady's 
Uood  which  is  thought  not  to  be  derived  fix>m  the  race  of 
Adam,  but  more  or  less  directly  fix>m  one  of  those  elemen- 
tary spirits,  which  have  been  talked  of  both  in  ancient 
and  modem  times.  But  I  may  be  mistaken.  We  will 
aee  bow  she  bears  herself  in  the  morning,  and  whether 
she  carries  in  her  looks  the  weariness  and  paleness  of  a 
midnight  watcher.  If  she  doth  not,  we  may  be  autlxn- 
ised  in  thinking,  either  that  your  eyes  have  strangely  de- 
ceived you,  or  that  they  have  been  cheated  by  some 
spectral  appearance,  which  is  not  of  this  world." 

To  this  the  young  Englishman  attempted  no  reply,  nor 
was  there  time  for  any  ;  for  they  were  inunediately  after- 
wards challenged  by  the  sentinel  from  the  drawbridge. 

The  question,  "  Who  goes  there  ?"  was  twice  satisfac- 
torily answered,  before  Sigismund  would  admit  the  patrol 
to  cross  the  drawbridge. 

<<  Ass  and  mule  tliat  thou  art,'*  said  Rudolph,  '^  what 
was  the  meaning  of  thy  delay  ?" 

"  Ass  and  mule  thyself,  Hawptman  !"  said  the  Swiss, 
in  answer  to  this  objurgation.  <<  I  have  been  surprised 
by  a  goblin  on  my  post  once  to-night  already,  and  I  have 
got  so  much  experience'  upon  that  matter,  that  I  will  not 
easily  be  caught  a  second  time." 

''  What  goblin,  thou  fool,'*  said  Donnerhugel,  "  would 
be  idle  enough  tp  play  his  gambols  at  the  expense  of  so 
very  poor  an  animal  as  thou  art  7J' 

"  Thou  art  as  cross  as  my  father,  Hauptman,"  replied 
Sigismund,  "  who  cries  fool  and  blockhead  at  every  word 
I  speak ;  and  yet  I  have  lips,  teeth,  and  tongue  to  speak 
with,  just  like  other  folk." 
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«  We  will  iiot  contest  the  matter,  Sigismand/'  said 
Rudolph.  <'  it  is  clear,  that  if  thou  dost  differ  from  other 
people,  it  is  in  a  particular  which  thou  canst  be  hardly 
expected  to  find  out  or  acknowledge.  But  what,  id  the 
name  of  simplicity,  is  it  which  bath  alarmed  thee  on  thy 
post  ?'* 

<<  Marry,  thus  it  was,  Hauptman,"  returned  Sigismuod 
Biederman.  ''  I  was  something  tired,  you  see,  with  look* 
mg  up  at  the  broad  moon,  and  thinking  what  in  the  uni* 
verse  it  could  be  made  of  aad  h'^w  we  came  to  see  it  just 
as  well  here  as  at  home,  this  place  being  so  many  miles 
from  Geierstein.  I  was  tired,  I  say,  of  this  and  other 
perplexing  thoughts,  so  1  drew  m^  fur  cap  down  over  my 
ears,  for  I  promise  you  the  wind  blew  shrill ;  and  then  I 
planted  myself  firm  on  my  feet,  with  one  of  nay  legs  a 
little  advanced,  and  both  my  hands  resting  on  my  partisan, 
which  I  placed  upright  before  me  to  rest  upon  ;  and  so  I 
shut  mine  eyes." 

"  Shut  thine  eyes,  Sigismund,and  thou  upon  thy  watch !" 
exclaimed  Donnerhugel. 

"  Care  not  thou  for  that,"  answered  Sigismund  ;  *^  I 
kept  my  ears  open.  And  yet  it  was  to  little  purpose,  for 
something  came  upon  the  bridge  with  a  step  as  stealthy 
as  that  of  a  mouse.  I  looked  up  with  a  start  at  the  mo- 
ment it  was  opposite  to  me,  and  when  I  looked  up— whom 
think  you  I  saw  ?" 

'<  Some  fool  like  thyself,"  said  Rudolph,  at  the  same 
time  pressing  Philipson's  foot  to  make  him  attend  to  the 
answer  ;  a  hint  which  was  little  necessary,  since  he  waited 
for  it  in  the  utmost  agitation.     Out  it  came  at  last. 

*'  By  Saint  Mark,  it  was  our  own  Anne  of  Geierstein  !'' 

<'  It  is  impossible  1"  replied  the  Bernese. 

"  I  should  have  said  so  too,"  quoth  Sigismund,  "  for  I 
bad  peeped  into  her  bedroom  before  she  went  thither,  and 
it  was  so  bedizened  that  a  queen  or  a  princess  might  have 
slept  in  it ;  and  why  should  the  wench  get  out  of  her 
good  quarters,  with  all  her  friends  about  her  to  guard  her 
and  go  out  to  wander  in  the  forest  ?" 
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*^  May  De/^  said  Rudolphi  <'  she  only  looked  from  the 
bridge  to  see  Ik>w  the  night  waned." 

"  No/'  said  Sigisiuund  ;  "  she  was  returning  from  the 
forest.  I  saw  her  when  she  reached  the  end  of  the  bridge 
and  thought  of  striking  at  her,  conceiving  it  to  be  the 
devil  in  her  Hkeness.  But  I  remembered  my  halberd  is 
IK). birch  switch  to  chastise  boys  and  girls  with ;  and  had 
I  done  Anne  any  harm,  you  would  all  have  been  angry 
with  tne,  and,  to  speak  truth,  I  should  have  been  ill  pleas* 
ed  with  myself;  for  although  she  doth  make  a  jest  of  me 
now  and  then,  yet  it  were  a  dull  house  ours  were  we  to 
lose  Anne." 

^'  Ass,"  answered  the  Bernese,  "  didst  thou  speak  to 
tbis  form,  or  goblin  as  you  call  it  ?" 

"  Indeed  I  did  not.  Captain  Wiseacre.  My  father  is 
ever  angry  with  me  when  I  speak  without  thinking,  and  I 
could  not  at  that  particular  moment  think  on  any  thing  to 
the  purpose.  Neither  was  there  time  to  think,  for  she 
passed  nae  like  a  snow-flake  upon  a  whirlwind.  1  marched 
into  the  castle  after  her,  however,  calling  oo  her  by  name  ; 
so  the  sleepers  were  awakened,  and  men  flew  to  their 
anas,  and  tliere  was  as  much  confusion  as  if  Archibald  of 
Hagenbach  had  been  among  us  with  sword  and  pike. 
And  who  should  come  out  of  her  little  bedroom,  as  mach 
startled  and  as  much  in  a  bustle  as  any  of  us,  but  Mrs. 
Anne  herself !  And  as  she  protested  she  had  never 
left  her  room  that  night,  why  I,  Sigisonond  Biederman, 
was  made  to  stand  tl>e  whole  bkme,  as  if  I  could  pre- 
vimt  people's  ghosts  from  walking.  But  I  told  her  ray 
mind  when  I  saw  them  all  so  set  against  me.  <  And, 
Mbtress  Anae,'  %uoth  I,  <  it's  well  known  the  kindred 
you  come  of;  and,  after  this  iair  notice,  if  you  send 
atiy  of  yottr  douUe-gangers^  to  me,  let  them  put  iron 
skull-caps  on  their  heads,  for  I  will  give  them  the  length 
and  weight  of  a  Swiss  halberd,  come  ia  what  shape  they 
list/     However,  they  all  cried  '  Shame  oa  me  !'  and  my 

*  Doable-walkers,  a  name  io  Germany  for  tfaota  aerial  dii|>licates  of  bu 
manity  wbo  repreieiit  tbe  features  and  appearaoce  of  oUwr  lining  persons 
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kither  drove  rae  out  again,  mih  as  little  remone  aa  if  1 
had  been  the  old  hoiise-dog,  which  bad  stolen  m  from  bat 
watch  to  the  fireside.*' 

The  Bernese  replied,  with  an  air  of  coldness  approaching 
to  contempt,  **  You  have  slept  on  your  watch,  Sigismund, 
a  high  military  offence,  and  you  have  dreamed  while  you 
slept.  You  were  in  good  luck  that  the  Landamman  did 
not  suspect  your  negligence,  or,  instead  of  being  sent  back 
to  your  duty  like  a  lazy  watch-dog,  you  might  have  been 
scourged  back  like  a  faithless  one  to  your  kennel  at  Geier- 
stein,  as  chanced  to  poor  Ernest  for  a  less  matter." 

"  Ernest  has  not  yet  gone  back  though,"  said  SigiiK 
inundy  <<  and  I  think  he  may  pass  as  far  into  Burgundy  as 
we  shall  do  in  thb  journey.  I  pray  you,  however, 
Hauptman,  to  treat  me  not  dog-like,  but  as  a  man,  and 
send  some  one  to  relieve  me,  instead  of  prating  here  in 
the  cold  night  air.  If  there  be  any  thing  to  do  to-mcv- 
row,  as  I  well  guess  there  may,  a  niouthful  of  food,  and  a 
minute  of  sleep,  will  be  but  a  fitting  preparative,  and  1 
have  stood  watch  here  these  two  mortal  hours." 

With  tliat  the  young  giant  yawned  portentously,  as  if 
to  enforce  the  reasons  of  his  appeal. 

"  A  mouthful  and  a  minute  ?"  said  Rudolph, — "  a 
roasted  ox,  and  a  lethargy  like  that  of  the  Seven  Sleep- 
ers, would  scarce  restore  you  to  the  use  of  your  refreshed 
and  waking  senses.  But  I  am  your  friend,  Sigismuad, 
and  you  are  secure  4n  my  favourable  report ;  you  shall  be 
instantly  relieved,  that  you  may  sleep,  if  it  be  possible, 
without  disturbances  from  dreams. — Pass  on,  young  men," 
(addressing  the  others,  who  by  this  time  had  come  up,) 
"  and  go  to  your  rest ;  Arthur  of  England  and  I  will 
report  to  the  Landamman  and  the  Baimeret  the  account 
of  our  patrol."  , 

The  patrol  accordingly  entered  the  eastle,  and  were 
soon  heard  joining  their  slumbering  companions.     Ru- 
dolph Donnerhugel  seized  Arthur's  arm,  and,  while  they 
went  towards  the  hall,  whispered  in  bis  ear, — 
16^     vob»  I. 
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"  These  are  strange  passages  ! — tlow  think  yoa  we 
sihould  report  them  to  the  deputation  V* 

"  That  I  must  refer  to  yourself,"  said  Arthur ;  "  you 
are  the  captain  of  our  watch.  I  have  done  my  duty  in 
telling  you  what  I  saw — or  thought  I  saw — it  is  for  you 
to  judge  how  far  it  is  fitting  to  communicate  it  to  the 
Landamman  ;  only,  as  it  concerns  the  honour  of  his  fam* 
ily,  to  his  ear  alone  1  think  it  should  be  confided." 

"  1  see  no  occasion  for  that,"  said  the  Bernese,  hast- 
ily ;  ''  it  cannot  aflect  or  interest  our  general  safety.  But 
I^may  take  occasion  hereafter  to  speak  with  Anne  on  this 
subject." 

This  latter  hint  gave  as  much  pain  to  Arthur,  as  the 
general  pro]K)sal  of  silence  on  an  afl&ir  so  delicate  had 
alRirded  him  satisfaction.  But  his  uneasiness  was  of  a 
kind  which  he  felt  it  necessary  to  suppress,  and  he  there- 
fore replied  with  as  much  composure  as  he  could  assume : — 

"  You  will  act  Sir  H^uptman,  as  your  sense  of  duty 
and  delicacy  shall  dictate.  For  me,  I  shall  be  silent  on 
what  you  call  the  strantre  passages  of  the  night,  rendered 
doubly  wonderful  by  the  report  of  Sigismund  Bieder- 
man." 

"  And  also  on  what  you  have  seen  and  heard  concern- 
ing our  auxiliaries  of  Berne  ?"  said  Rudolph. 

''On  that  1  shall  certainly  be  silent,"  said  Arthur; 
'<  unless  thus  far,  that  I  mean  to  communicate  to  my 
father  the  risk  of  his  baggage  being  liable  to  examina- 
tion and  seizure  at  La  Ferette." 

**  it  is  needless,"  said  Rudolph  ;  '<  I  will  answer  with 
head  and  hand  for  the  safety  of  every  thing  belonging  to 
him." 

"  I  thank  you  in  his  name,*'  said  Arthur ;  "  but  we  are 
peaceful  travellers,  to  whom  it  must  be  much  more  desi- 
rable to  avoid  a  broil  than  to  give  occasion  for  one,  even 
when  secure  of  coming  out  of  it  triumphantly." 

"  These  are  the  sentiments  of  a  merchant,  but  not  of 
a  so  dier,"  said  Rudolph,  in  a  cold  and  displeased  tone ; 
**  but  the  matter  is  your  own,  and  you  roust  act  in  it  as 
you   think   best.     Only   remember,   if  you   go   to   La 
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Ferette  without  our  asnstance,  you  hazard  both  goods  and 
life/' 

They  entered,  as  he  spoke,  the  apartment  of  tlieir  fel- 
low travellers.  The  companions  of  their  patrol  had 
already  laid  themselves  down  amongst  their  sleeping 
comrades  at  the  lower  end  of  the  room.  The  Landam- 
man  and  the  Bannerman  of  Berne  heard  Donnerhugel 
make  a  report,  that  his  patrol,  both  before  and  after  ntid- 
night,  had  been  made  in  safety,  and  without  any  encoun- 
ter which  expressed  either  danger  or  suspicion.  The 
Bernese  then  wrapped  him  in  his  cloak,  and,  lying  down 
on  the  straw,  with  that  happy  indifference  to  accommo- 
dation, and  promptitude  to  seize  the  moment  of  repose, 
which  is  acquired  by  a  life  of  vigilance  and  hardship,  was 
in  a  few  minutes  fast  asleep. 

Arthur  remained  on  foot  but  a  little  longer,  to  dart  an 
earnest  look  on  the  door  of  Anne  of  Geierstein's  apart- 
ment, and  to  reflect  on  the  wond.erful  occurrences  of  the 
evening.  But  they  formed  a  chaotic  mystery,  for  which 
he  could  see  no  clew,  and  the  necessity  of  holding  instant 
communication  with  his  father  compelled  him  forcibly  to 
turn  his  thoughts  in  that  direction.  He  was  obliged  to 
observe  caution  and  secrecy  in  accomplishing  his  purpose. 
For  this  he  laid  himself  down  beside  his  parent,  whose 
couch,  with  the  hospitality  which  he  had  experienced 
from  the  beginning  of  his  intercourse  with  the  kind-hearted 
Swiss,  had  been  arranged  in  what  was  thought  the  most 
convenient  place  of  the  apartment,  and  somewhat  apart 
from  all  others.  He  slept  sound,  but  awoke  at  the  touch 
•of  his  son,  who  whispered  to  him  in  English,  for  the 
greater  precaution,  that  he  had  important  tidings  for  his 
private  ear. 

"  An  attack  on  our  post  ?** — said  the  elder  Philipson  ; 
"  must  we  take  to  our  weapons  ?" 

"  Not  now,"  said  Arthur ;  "  and  I  pray  of  you  not  to 
rise  or  make  alarm — ^this  matter  concerns  us  alone." 

"  Tell  it  instantly,  my  son,"  replied  his  father;  "  you 
speak  to  one  too  much  used  to  danger  to  be  startled 
at  it." 
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*<  It  is  a  case  for  your  wisdom  to  consider,**  said  Ar 
thur.  "  I  had  information  while  upon  the  patrol,  that  the 
Governor  of  La  Ferette  will  unquestionably  seize  upon 
your  baggage  and  merchandise,  under  pretext  of  levying 
dues  claimed  by  the  Duke  of  Burgundy.  I  have  also 
been  informed  that  our  escort  of  Swiss  youth  are  deter- 
mined to  resist  this  ezactbn,  and  conceive  themselves 
possessed  of  the  numbers  and  means  sufficient  to  do  so 
successfully." 

<<  By  St.  George,  that  must  not  be  !"  said  the  elder 
Philipson ;  *<  it  would  be  an  evil  requital  to  the  true- 
hearted  Landamman,  to  give  the  fiery  Duke  a  pretext 
for  that  war  which  the  excellent  old  man  is  so  anxiously* 
desirous  to  avoid,  if  it  be  possible.  Any  exactions,  bow- 
ever  unreasonable,  I  will  gladly  pay.  But  lo  have  my 
papers  seized  on  were  utter  ruin.  1  partly  feared  this, 
and  it  made  me  unwilling  to  join  myself  to  the  Landam- 
man's  party.  We  must  now  break  off  from  it.  This 
rapacious  governor  will  not  surely  lay  hands  on  the  depu- 
tation, which  seeks  his  master's  court  under  protection  of 
the  law  of  nations ;  but  I  can  easily  see  how  he  might 
make  our  presence  with  them  a  pretext  for  quarrel, 
which  will  equally  suit  his  own  avaricious  spirit  and  tite 
humour  of  these  fiery  young  men,  who  are  seeking  for 
matter  of  offence.  This  shall  not  be  taken  for  our  sake. 
We  will  separate  ourselves  from  the  deputies,  and  remain 
beiiind  till  they  are  passed  on.  If  this  De  Hagenbacb 
be  not  tlie  most  unreasonable  of  men,  I  will  find  a  way 
to  content  him  so  far  as  we  are  individually  concerned. 
Meanwhile,  I  will  instantly  wake  the  Landamman,"  he 
said,  <<  and  acquaint  him  with  our  purpose." 

This  was  immediately  done,  for  Philipson  was  not 
slow  in  tlie  execution  of  his  resolutions.  In  a  minute  he 
wa«-  standing  by  the  side  of  Arnold  Biederroan,  who, 
raised  on  his  elbow,  was  listening  to  his  communication, 
while,  over  the  shoulder  of  the  Landamman,  rose  the 
head  and  long  beard  of  the  deputy  from  Schwitz,  his 
large  clear  blue  eyes  gleaming  from  beneath  a  fur  cap, 
bent  on  the   Englishuian's   face,  but  stealing  a  glancti 
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iside  now  and  then  to  maik  the  improiMon  wUeh  whil 
was  said  made  upon  his  colleague. 

'<  Good  friend  and  host,"  said  the  elder  Pbilipson,  <<  we 
have  heard  for  a  certainty  that  our  poor  mevcbandise 
will  be  subjected  to  taxation  or  i&izure  on  our  passage 
through  La  Ferette,  and  I  would  gladly  avoid  all  cause 
of  quarrel,  for  your  sake  as  well  as  our  own." 

<<  You  do  not  doubt  that  we  can  and  will  protect  you  ?'' 
replied  the  Landamman.^  ''  I  tell  you.  Englishman,  that 
the  guest  of  a  Swiss  is  as  safe,  by  his  side  as  an  eaglet 
under  the  wing  of  its  dam  ;  and  to  leave  us  because 
danger  approaches,  b  but  a  poor  compliment  to  our  cour- 
age or  constancy.  I  am  desirous.of  peace  ;  but  not  the 
Duke  of  Burgundy  himself  should  wrong  a  guest  of 
mine,  so  fiir  as  my  power  might  prevent  it." 

At  this  the  deputy  from  Schwitz  clenched  r-6»%  like  a 
bull's  knuckles,  and  showed  it  above  the  shoulders  of  bis 
friend. 

"  It  is  even  to  avoid  this,  my  worthy  host,"  replied 
Philipson,  <^  that  I  intend  to  separate  from  your  friendly 
company  sooner  than  I  desire  or  purposed.  Bethink 
you,  my  brave  and  worthy  host,  you  are  an  ambassador 
seeking  a  national  peace,  1  a  trader  seeking  private  gain. 
War,  or  quarrels  which  may  cause  war,  are  alike  ruinous 
to  your  purpose  and  mine.  I  confess  to  you  frankly,  that 
I  am  willing  and  able  to  pay  a  large  ransom,  and  when 
you  are  departed  1  will  negotiate  for  the  amount.  I  will 
abide  in  the  town  of  Bale  till  I  have  made  fair  terms 
with  Archibald  de  Hagenbach ;  and  even  if  he  i^  the 
avaricious  extortioner  you  describe  him,  he  will  be  some- 
what moderate  with  me  rather  than  run  the  risk  of  losing 
his  booty  entirely,  by  my  turning  back  or  taking  another 
route." 

"  You  speak  wisely,  Sir  Englishman,"  said  the  Lan- 
damman  ;  ^'  and  I  thank  you  for  recalling  my  duty  to  my 
remembrance.  But  you  must  not,  nevertheless,  be  ex- 
posed to  danger.  So  soon  as  we  move  forward,  the 
eountry  will  be  again  open  to  the  devastations,  of  the 
Uurjlundian  Riders  and  Laoz-knecbts,  who  will  swe^ 
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the  roads  in  every  direction.  The  people  of  Bile  are 
unhappily  too  timorous  to  protect  you ;  they  would  yield  you 
up  upon  the  Governor's  first  hint ;  and  for  justice  or  len- 
ity, you  might  as  well  expect  it  in  hell  as  from  Hagen- 
bach." 

*'  There  are  conjurations,  it  is  said,  that  can  make  hell 
itself  tremble,"  said  Philipson  ;  <<  and  I  have  means  to 
propitiate  even  this  De  Uagenbach,  providing  1  can  get 
to  private  speech  with  him.  But  I  own  I  can  expect 
nothrag  fixxn  his  wild  riders*  but  to  be  put  to  death  for 
the  value  of  my  cloak." 

^^  If  that  be  the  case,"  said  the  Landamman,  ^*  and  if 
you  roust  needs  separate  from  us,  for  which  I  deny  not 
that  you  have  alleged  wise  and  worthy  reasons,  where- 
fore should  you  not  leave  Grafls-lust  two  hours  before  us  ? 
The  roads  will  be  safe,  as  our  escort  is  expected  ;  and 
you  will  probably,  if  you  travel  early,  find  De  Hagen- 
bach  sober,  and  as  capable  as  he  ever  is  of  hearing 
reason, — ^ihat  is,  of  perceiving  his  own  interest.  But, 
after  his  bi*eakfast  is  washed  down  with  Rhinewein,  which 
he  drinks  every  morning  before  he  hears  mass,  his  fury 
blinds  even  his  avarice." 

"  All  1  want,  in  order  to  execute  this  scheme,"  said 
Philipson,  «*  is  the  loan  of  a  mule  to  carry  my  valise, 
which  is  packed  up  with  your  baggage." 

"  Take  the  she-mule,"  said  the  Landamman  ;  "  she 
belongs  to  my  brother  here  from  Schwitz  ;  he  will  gladly 
bestow  her  on  thee." 

"  If  she  were  worth  twenty  crowns,  and  my  comrade 
Arnold  desired  me  to  do  so,"  said  the  old  whitebeard. 

"  I  will  accept  her  as  a  loan  wHh  gratitude,"  said  the 
Englishman.  "  But  how  can  you  dispense  with  the  use 
pf  the  creature  ?     You  have  only  one  left." 

"  We  can  easily  supply  our  want  from  Bale,"  said  the 
Landamman.  "  Nay,  we  can  make  this  little  delay 
serve  your  purpose,  Sir  Englishman.  I  named  for  our 
time  of  departure,  the  first  hour  after  daybreak ;  we  will 
postpone  it  to  the  second  hour,  which  will  give  us  enough 
of  time  to  get  a  horse  or  mule,  and  you,  Sir  Phili|)soQ 
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'  space  to  reach  La  Fefette,  where  1  trust  you  will  have 
achieved  your  business  with  De  Hagenbach  to  your  con* 
tentment,  and  will  join  company  again  with  us  as  we 
travel  through  Burgundy." 

"If  our  mutual  objects  will  permit  our  travelling  to- 
gether, worthy  Landamman,"  answered  tlie  merchant, 
"  I  shall  esteem  myself  most  happy  in  becoming  the  part- 
ner of  your  journey. — And  now  resume  the  repose  which 
I  have  interrupted." 

"  God  bless  you,  wise  and  true-hearted  man,"  said  the 
Landamman,  rising  and  embracing  the  Englishman. 
"  Should  we  never  meet  again,  I  will  still  remember  the 
merchant  who  neglected  thoughts  of  gain,  that  he  might 
keep  the  path  of  wisdom  and  rectitude.  I  know  not 
another  who  would  not  have  risked  the  shedding  a  lake 
of  blood  to  save  five  ounces  of  gold. — Farewell  thou 
too,  gallant  young  man.  Thou  hast  learned  among  us  to 
keep  thy  foot  firm  while  on  the  edge  of  a  Helvetian 
crag,  but  none  can  teach  thee  so  well  as  thy  fitther,  to 
keep  an  upright  path  among  the  morasses  and  precipices 
of  human  life." 

He  then  embraced  and  took  a  kind  farewell  of  his 
friends,  in  which,  as  usual,  he  was  imitated  by  his  friend 
of  Schwitz,  who  swept  with  his  long  beard  the  right  and 
left  cheeks  of  both  the  Englishmen,  and  again  made 
them  heartily  welcome  to  the  use  of  his  mule.  All  then 
once  more  composed  themselves  to  rest,  for  the  space 
which  remained  before  the  appearance  of  the  autumnal 
dawn. 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 

Hm  cnaulj  and  ditcord,  wUch  of  late 

Sprani^  from  tiie  raoeoroiu  eotrago  of  jrow  Dnhs 

To  merchaotSi  our  weU-dealiof  couoUrjrmea^-* 
Who,  wanting  gilders  to  redeem  their  lives. 
Have  seaPd  his  rigorous  stamtds  with  their  bloods, 
Excludes  all  pitjr  from  our  threatening  looks. 

Comedy  of  Error t. 

The  dawQ  bad  scarce  begun  to  touch  the  distant  hori* 
son,  when  Arthur  Pbilipson  was  on  foot  to  prepare  for 
bis  father's  departure  and  his  own,  which,  as  arranged  on 
the  preceding  night,  was  to  take  place  two  hours  before 
the  Landamman  and  hb  attendanu  proposed  to  leave  the 
ruinous  castle  of  Graffi-lusU  It  was  no  difficult  matter 
for  him  to  separate  the  neatly  arranged  packages  which 
contained  his  father's  effects,  from  the  clumsy  bundles  in 
which  the  baggage  of  the  Swiss  was  deposited.  The 
one  set  of  mails  was  made  up  with  the  neatness  of  men 
accustomed  to  long  and  perilous  journeys ;  the  other, 
with  the  rude  carelessness  of  those  who  rarely  left  their 
home,  and  who  were  altogether  inexperienced. 

A  servant  of  the  Landamman  assisted  Arthur  in  this 
task,  and  in  placing  his  father's  baggage  on  the  mule  be- 
bnging  to  the  bearded  deputy  from  Schwitz.  From  this 
man  also  he  received  instructions  concerning  the  road 
from  Grafl^-lust  to  Brisach,  (the  chief  citadel  of  La  Fe« 
rette,)  which  was  too  plain  and  direct  to  render  it  likely 
that  they  should  incur  any  risk  of  losing  their  way,  as 
had  befallen  them  when  travelling  on  the  Swiss  moun- 
tains. Every  thing  being  now  prepared  for  their  de- 
parture, the  young  Englishman  awakened  his  father,  and 
acquainted  him  that  all  was  ready.  He  then  retired 
towards  the  chimney,  while  his  father,  according  to 
his   daily  custom,  repeated  the  prayer  of  St.  Julian, 
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ihe  patron  of  travelleis,  and  adjusted  his  dress  for  tbe 

journey. 

It^will  not  be  wondered  at,  that,  while  the  father  went 
through  his  devotions,  and  equipped  himself  for  travel, 
Arthur,  with  his  heart  full  of  what  he  had  seen  of  Anne 
of  Qeier^tein  for  some  time  before,  and  his  brain  dizzy 
with  the  recollection  of  the  incidents  of  the  preceding 
night,  should  have  kept  his  eyes  riveted  on  the  door  of 
the  sleeping  apartment  at  which  he  had  last  seen  that 
young  person  disappear;  that  is,  unless  the  pale,  and 
seemingly  fantastic  form,  which  had  twice  crossed  him  so 
strangely,  should  prove  no  wandering  spirit  of  the  ele- 
ments, but  the  living  substance  of  tbe  person  whose  ap- 
pearance it  bore/  So  eager  was  bis  curiosity  on  this 
subject,  that  he  strained  his  eyes  to  the  utmost,  as  if  it 
had  been  possible  for  tbem  to  have  penetrated'  through 
wood  and  walls  into  the  chamber  of  the  slumbering 
maiden,  in  order  to  discover  whether  her  eye  or  cheek 
bore  any  mark  that  she  had  last  night  been  a  watcher  or 
a  wanderer. 

^'  But  that  was  the  proof  to  which  Rudolph  appealed," 
he  said,  internally,  <<  and  Rudolph  alone  will  have  the 
opportunity  of  remarking  the  result.  Who  knows  what 
advantage  my  communication  may  give  him  in  his  suit  with 
yonder  lovely  creature  ?  And  what  must  she  think  of  me, 
save  as  one  light  of  thought  and  loose  of  tongue,  to  whom 
nothing  extraordinary  can  chance,  but  he  must  hasten  to 
babble  it  into  the  ears  of  those  who  are  nearest  to  hhn  at 
the  moment  ?  I  would  my  tongue  had  been  palsied  ere 
I  said  a  syllable  to  yonder  proud,  yet  wily  prize-fighter ! 
I  shall  never  see  her  more — that  is  to  be,  counted  for  cer- 
tain. I  shall  never  know  the  true  interpretation  of  thosp 
mysteries  which  hang  around  her.  But  to  think  I  may 
have  prated  something  tending  to  throw  her  into  the 
power  of  yonder  ferocious  boor,  will  be  a  subject  of  re- 
morse to  me  while  I  live." 

Here  he  was  startled  out  of  his  reverie  by  the  voice 
of  his  father.     "  Why,  how  now,  boy  ;  art  thou  waking, 
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Arthur,  or  sle^in^  on  thy  feet  from  the  fatigue  of  hti 
uight's  service  ?" 

"  Not  so,  my  father,"  answered  Arthur,  ^t  once  recol- 
lecting himself.  "  Somewhat  drowsy,  perhaps  ;  but  the 
fresh  morning  air  will  soon  put  that  to  flight." 

Walking  with  precaution  through  the  group  of  sleep- 
ers whd  lay  around,  the  elder  Philipson,  when  they  had 
gained  the  door  of  the  apartment,  tui-ned  back,  and;  look^ 
iog  on  the  straw  couch  which  the  large  form  of  the  Lan-* 
damman,  and  the  silvery  beard  of  his  constatit  companion, 
touched  by  the  earliest  beams  of  light,  distinguislied  as 
that  of  Arnold  Biederman,  he  muttered  between  his  Kps 
an  involuntary  adieu. 

"  Farewell,  mirror  of  ancient  feith  and  integrity,—* 
ftu^well,^noble  Arnold, — farewell,  soul  of  truth  and  can- 
dour,— to  whom  cowardice,  selfishness,  and  falsehood, 
are  alike  unknown  !" 

And  farewell,  thought  his  son,  to  the  loveliest,  4nd 
most  candid,  yet  most  mysterious  of  maidens  ! — But  the 
adieu,  as  may  well  be  believed,  was  not,  like  that  of  hid 
fatlfer,  expressed  in  words. 

They  were  soon  after  on  the  outside  of  the  gate.  The 
Swiss  domestic  was  liberally  recompensed,  and  charged 
with  a  thousand  kind  words  of  farewell  and  of  remem- 
brance to  the  Landamman  from  his  English  guests,  min- 
gled with  hopes  and  wishes  that  they  might  soon  meet 
again  in  the  Burgundian  territory.  The  young  man  then 
took  the  bridle  of  the  mule,  and  led  the  animal  forward 
on  their  journey  at  an  easy  pace,  his  father  walking  by 
his  side. 

After  a  silence*  of  some  minutes,  the  elder  Philipson 
addressed  Arthur.  « I  fear  me,"  he  said,  "  we  shall  see 
the  worthy  Landamman  no  more.  The  youths  who  at- 
tend him  are  bent  upon  taking  offence — the  Duke  of 
Burgundy  will  not  fail,  I  fear,  tp  give  them  ample  occa- 
sion— and  the  peace  which  the  excellent  man  desires  for 
the  land  of  his  fathers,  will  be  shipwrecked  ere  they 
rea6h  the  Dukfe^  presence )  though  even  were  it  other- 
wise, how  the  pr^dest  prince  m  Europe  will  brook  th^ 
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woody  looks  of  borg^esses  and  paiwiitSy  (so  will  Clnritfl 
of  Burgundy  term  the  frleads  we  have  parted  froai,}  is  a 
question  too  easily  answered.  A  war,  fatal  19  the  inter* 
ests  of  all  concerned,  save  Loub  of  France^  will  cer* 
tainly  take  place;  and  dreadful  must  be  tbe  contest  if  tlie 
ranks  of  the  Burgundian  chivahy  shall  encounter  those 
iron  sons  of  the  mountains,  before  whom  so  many  of  the 
Austrian  nobility  have  bean  repeatedly  prostrate^' 

'^  I  am  so  much  convinced  of  the  truth  of  what  you 
say,  my  father,"  replied  Arthur,  *'  that  1  Judge  even  this 
day  will  not  pass  over  witbout  a  breach  of  truce.  I  have 
already  put  on  my  shirt  of  mail,  in  case  we  should  neel 
bad  company  betwixt  Grafis*lust  and  Brisach ;  and  I 
would  to  Heaven  that  you  would  observe  the  same  pre* 
caution,  it  wiU  not  delay  our  jouniey ;  and  I  confess  lo 
you,  that  I,  9,t  least,  will  travel  with  much  greater  con- 
sciousness of  safety  should  you  do  so." 

"I  understand  you, my  son,"  replied  tbe  elder  Philip^ 
son.  "But  I  am  a  peacefiil  traveller  in  the  Duke  of 
Burgundy's  territories,  and  must  not  willingly  suppose, 
that  while  under  the  shadow  of  bis  banner,  I  must  guard 
myself  against  banditti,  as  if  I  were  in  the  wilds  pf  Pal- 
lestine.  As  for  tbe  authority  of  his  officers,  and  the  ex- 
tent of  their  exactions,  I  need  not  tell  you  that  they  are^ 
in  our  circumstances,  things  to  be  submitted  to  without 
grief  or  grudging." 

Leaving  the  two  travellers  to  journey  towards  Brisach 
at  their  leisure,  I  must  transport  my  readers  to  the  east- 
ern gate  of  that  small  town,  which,  situated  on  an  emi- 
nence, had  a  commanding  prospect  on  every  side,  but 
especially  towards  Bale.  It  did  not  properly  make  a 
part  of  the  dominions  of  the  Duke  of  Burgundy,  but 
had  been  placed  in  his  hands  in  pawn,  or  in  pledge,  for 
the  repayment  of  a  considerable  sum  of  money,  due  to 
Charles  by  the  Emperor  Sigismund  of  Austria,  to  whom 
the  seigniory  of  the  place  belonged  in  property.  But 
the  town  lay  so  conveniently  for  distressing  the  com- 
merce of  the  Swiss,  and  inflicting  on  that  people,  whom 
he  at  once  hated  and  despised,  similar  marks  of  his  m*-* 
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evolence;  as  to  encourage  a  general  op  nion,  that  the 
Duke  of  Burgundy,  the  implacable  and  unreasonable 
enemy  of  these  mountaineers,  would  never  listen  to  any 
terms  of  redemption,  however  equitable  or  advantageous, 
which  might  have  the  effect  of  restoring  to  the  Emperor 
an  advanced  post,  of  such  consequence  to  the  gratifica- 
tion of  his  dislike,  as  Brisach. 

Th^tuation  of  the  little  town  was  in  itself  strong, 
but  the  fortifications  which  surrounded  it  were  barely 
sufficient  to  repel  any  sudden  attack,  and  not  adequate  to 
resist  for  any  length  of  time  a  formal  siege.  The  morn- 
ing beams  had  shone  on  the  sjnre  of  the  church  for  more 
than  an  hour,  when  a  tall,  thin,  elderly  man,  wrapt  in  a 
morning  gown,  over  which  was  buckled  a  oroad  belt, 
supporting  on  the  left  side  a  sword,  on  the  right  a  dag- 
ger, approached  the  barbican  of  the  eastern  gate.  Hia 
bonnet  displayed  a  feather,  which,  or  the  tail  of  a  fox  in 
Reu  of  it,  was  the  emblem  of  gentle  blood  throughout  all 
Germany,  and  a  badge  highly  prized  by  those  who  had  a 
right  to  wear  it. 

The  small  party  of  soldiers  who  had  kept  watch  there 
during  the  course  of  the  preceding  night,  and  supplied 
sentinels  both  for  ward  and  out-look,  took  arms  on  the 
appearance  of  this  individual,  and  drew  themselves  up  in 
the  form  of  a  guard,  which  receives  vnlh  military  rev- 
erence an  officer  of  importance.  Archibald  de  Hagen- 
bach's  countenance,  for  it  was  the  Governor  himself, 
expressed  that  settled  peevishness  and  ill  temper  which 
characterise  the  morning  hours  of  a  valetudinary  de- 
bauchee. His  head  throbbed,  his  pulse  was  feverish, 
and  his  cheek  was  pale,— symptoms  of  his  having  spent 
the  last  night,  as  was  his  usual  custom,  amid  wine  stoups  - 
and  flagons.  Judging  firom  the  haste  with  which  his  sol- 
diers fell  into  their  ranks,  and  the  awe  and  silence  which 
reigned  among  them,  it  appeared  that  they  were  accus- 
tomed to  expect  and  dread  his  ill  humour  on  such  occa- 
sions. He  glanced  at  them,  accordingly,  an  inquisitive 
and  dissatisfied  look,  as  if  he  sought  something  on  which 
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to  vent  bb  peevishQCHifiy  and  then  adeed  Ant  the  <<  IcMtmi^ 
dog  Kilian." 

Kilian  presently  made  his  appearance,  a  stout  bard- 
favoured  man-at-arms,  a  Bavarian  by  birth,  and  by  rank 
the  personal  squire  of  the  Governor. 

*<  What  new?  of  the  Swiss  chuils,  Kilian  ?"  demanded 
Archibald  de  Hagenbach,  *^  They  should,  by  their 
jthrifty  habits,  have  been  on  the  road  two  hours  since. 
Have  the  peasant-clods  presumed  to  ape  the  manners  of 
gentlemen,  and  stuck  by  the  flask  till  cock-crow  2" 

^^  By  my  faith,  it  may  well  be,"  answered  Kilian ; 
^<  the  burghers  of  Bale  gave  them  full  means  of  ca- 
rousal." 

"  How,  Kilian  ? — ^They  dared  not  oflfer  hospitality  to 
the  Swiss  drove  of  bullocks,  after  the  charge  we  sent 
them  to  the  contrary  ?" 

''  Nay,  the  Balese  received  them  not  into  the  town,*' 
replied  the  squire  ;  <^but  I  learned,  by  sure  espial,  that 
Uiey  afforded  them  means  of  quartering  at  Graffii-lust, 
which  was  furnished  with  manya  fair  gammon  and  nasty, 
to  speak  nought  of  flasks  of  Rhine-wine,  barrels  ot  beer, 
and  stoups  of  strong  waters.^' 

"  The  Balese  shall  answer  this,  Kilian,"  said  the  Gov- 
ernor ;  "  do  they  think  I  am  for  ever  to  be  thrusting 
myself  between  the  Duke  and  his  pleasure  on  their  be* 
half? — The  fat  porkers  have  presumed  too  much  since 
we  accepted  some  trifling  gifts  at  their  hands,  more  for 
gracing  of  them,  than  for  any  advantage  we  could  make 
of  their  paltry  donations.  Was  it  not  the  wine  from 
Bale  which  we  were  obliged  to  drink  out  in  pint  goblets, 
lest  it  should  become  sour  before  morning  ?" 

^  It  was  drunk  out,  and  in  pint  goblets  too,"  said 
Kilian  ;  "  so  much  I  can  well  remember." 

"  Why,  go  to  then,"  said  the  Governor  ;  "  they  shall 
know,  these  beasts  of  Bale,  that  I  bold  myself  no  way 
obliged  by  such  donations  as  these,  and  that  my  remem- 
brance of  the  wines  which  I  carouse,  rests  no  longer  than 
the  -headach  which  the  mixtures  they  drug  me  with  levei 
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Ul  6t  kte  yean  to  leave  behind,  fiv  the  pext  moming  i 
pastime." 

^  Your  excelteficy/*  replied  the  squire,  **  will  make  it 
then  a  quarrel  between  the  Duke  of  Burgundy  and  the 
city  of  Bale,  that  tliey  gaye  this  indirect  degree  of  coni- 
(on  and  assistance  to  the  Swiss  deputation  ?" 

"  Ay,  marry  will  1,"  said  De  Hagenbach,  **  unless 
there  be  wise  men  among  them,  who  shall  show  me  good 
reasons  for  protecting  them.  Oh,  the  B&tese  do  not 
know  our  Noble  Duke,  nor  the  gift  he  hath  for  chastising 
the  gutter-blooded  citiseps  of  a  free  town.  Thou  canst 
tell  them,  Kilian,  as  well  as  any  man,  how  he  dealt  with 
the  villains  of  Liege,  when  they  would  needs  be  prag- 
matical." 

^'I  will  apprise  them  of  the  matter,"  said  Kilian, 
"  when  opportunity  shall  serve,  and  I  trust  I  shall  find 
them  in  a  temper  disposed  to  culti\ate  your  honourable 
finendship.'' 

"  Nay,  if  it  is  the  same  to  them,  it  is  quite  indifierent 
to  me,  Kilian,"  continued  the  Governor ;  <<  but,  methinks 
whole  and  sound  throats  are  worth  some  purchase,  were 
it  only  to  swallow  black  puddings  and  schwarz-beer,  to 
say  nothing  of  Westphalian  hams  and  Nierensteiner — I 
say,  a  slashed  throat  is  a  useless  thing,  Kilian." 

^  I  will  make  the  fat  citisens  to  understand  their  dao<- 
ger,  and  the  necessity  of  making  interest,"  answered 
Kilian.  *'  Sure,  I  am  not  now  to  learn  how  to  turn  the 
ball  into  your  excellency's  lap." 

"  You  speak  well,"  said  Sir  Archibald  ; — ^^  but  how 
chanced  it  thou  hast  so  little  to  say  to  the  Switzers' 
leaguer  ?  I  should  hare  thought  an  old  trooper  like  thee 
would  have  made  their  pinioi»  flutter  amidst  the  gdbd 
cheer  thou  tellest  me  of." 

<*  I  might  as  well  have  annoyed  an  angry  hedgehog 
With  my  bare  finger,"  sakl  Kilian.  **  I  surveyed  Grafts- 
hist  myself; — there  were  sentinels  on  the  castle  walls,  a 
sentinel  on  the  bridge,  besides  a  regular  patrol  of  thesis 
Swiss  fellows  who  kept  strict  wa&h.  So  that  there  wa:; 
nothing  to  be  done,  otherwise,  knowing  your  excellency's 
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•ncdeyt  qmuml,  I  wodd  havo  had  a  fait  at  thcni,  when 
they  sbpuld  Dever  have  known  who  hurt  them.  I  will 
tell  you,  however,  fairly,  that  these  cfaurls^-are  acquiring 
better  knowledge  in  the  art  of  war  than  the  best  Ritter 
knight." 

''  Well,  they  will  be  the  better  worth  the  looking  after 
when  they  arrive,"  said  De  Hagenbach ;  **  they  corae 
forth  in  state  doubtless^  with  ail  their  finery,  their  wives' 
chains  of  silver,  their  own  medals,  and  rings  of  lead  and 
<i0pper.<^Ah,  the  base  hinds,  they  are  unworthy  that  a 
loan  of  noble  blood  should  ease  them  of  their  trash  !" 

^<  There  is  better  ware  among  them,  if  my  intelligence 
hath  not  deceived  me,"  replied  Kilian  ;  ^*  there  are  mer- 
chants"  

'^  Pshaw !  the  packlKiraes  of  Berne  and  Soleiire,"  said 
the  Governor,  ^^  with  their  paltry  braber,  ck)th  tooeoarse 
to  make  covers  for  horses  of  any  breeding,  and  linen  that 
b  more  like  hair-cloth  than  any  com|)f>sition  of  flax.  I 
will  strip  tliem,  however,  were  it  but- to  vex  the  knaves. 
What !  not  content  with  claiming  to  be  treated  like  an 
independent  people,  and  sending  forth  deputies  and  em* 
bassies  forsooth,  they  expect,  I  warrant,  to  make  the 
mdemnities  of  ambassadors  cover  the  introduction  of  a 
cargo  of  their  contraband  commodities,  and  thus  insult 
the  nobie  Duke  of  Burgundy,  and  cheat  him  at  the  same 
time  ?  But  De  Hagenbach  is  neither  knight  nor  gentle- 
man  if  he  allow  t1^m  to  pass  uneballenged." 

"  And  they  are  better  worth  being  stopped,"  said 
Kilian,  *'  than  your  Excellency  supposes  ;  for  they  have 
English  merchants  along  with  them,  and  under  their  pro- 
tection." 

"  English  merchants  I"  exclaimed  De  Hagenbach,  his 
eyes  sparkling  with  Joy  ;  "  English  merchants,  Kilian  ! 
Men  t^ilk  of.  Cathay  and  Ind,  where  there  are  mines  of 
silver,  and  gdd,  and  diamonds ;  but,  ^n  the  faidi  of  a 
gentleman,  I  believe  these  brutish  Islanders  have  the 
caves  of  treasure  wholly  within  their  own  foggy  land  ' 
And  then  the  variety  of  their  rich  merchandise, — Ha, 
Kilian  !  is  it  a  long  train  of  mules — a  jolly  tinkling  team ! 
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-—By  our  Ladj's  glove !  the  sound  of  it  is  ahfteady  jing 
ling  in  my  ears^  more  musically  than  all  the  harps  of  aL 
the  minne-singers  at  Heilbron  !" 

<<  Nay,  my  lord,  there  is  no  great  train,"  replied  the 
squire  ; — "  only  two  men,  as  I  am  given  to  understand, 
with  scarce  so  much  baggage  as  loads  a  mule  ;  but,  it  is 
said,  of  infinite  value,  silk  and  samite,  lace  and  furs, 
pearls  and  jewellery *work — ^perfiimes  fixHn  the  East,  and 
gold-work  from  Venice.*' 

^  Raptures  and  paradise  !  say  not  a  word  more,"  ex- 
claimed the  rapacious  knight  of  Hagenbach  ;  ^^  they  are 
all  our  own,  Kilian  1  Why,  these  are  the  very  men  1 
have  dreamed  of  twice  a-week  for  this  nxMith  past— ay, 
two  men  of  middle  stature,  or  somewhat  und^  it — ^witb 
smooth  round,  fair,  comely  visages,  having  stomachs  as 
plump  as  partridges,  and  purses  as  plump  as  their  stom- 
achs— Ha,  what  sayst  thou  to  my  dream,  Kilian  ?" 

'<  Only,  that,  to  be  quite  soothfast,"  answered  the 
squire,  '<  it  should  nave  included  the  presence  of  a  score, 
or  thereabouts,  of  sturdy  young  giants  as  ever  climbed 
cliff,  or  carried  bolt  to  whistle  at  a  chamois — a  lusty 
plump  of  clubs,  bills,  and  partisans,  such  as  make  shields 
crack  like  oaten  cakes,  and  helmets  ring  like  church- 
belb." 

"  The  better,  knave,  the  better !"  exclaimed  the  Gov- 
ernor, rubbing  his  hands.  <'  English  pedlars  to  plunder  ! 
Swiss  bullies  to  beat  into  submission^!  I  wot  well,  we 
can  have  nothing  of  the  Helvetian  swine  save  their  beast- 
ly bristles — it  is  lucky  they  bring  these  two  island  sheep 
along  with  them.  But  we  must  get  ready  our  boar- 
spears,  and  clear  the  clipping-pens  for  exercise  of  our 
craft. — Here,  Lieutenant  Schonfeldt !" 

An  officer  stepped  forth. 

"  How  many  men  are  here  on  duty  ?"  ^ 

"  About  sixty  ,^"  replied  the  officer.  "  Twenty  out  on 
parties  in  different  directions,  and  there  may  be  forty  of 
fifty  in  their  quarters." 

<<  Order  them  all  under  arms  instantly  ; — hark  ye,  not 
by  trumpet  or  bugle,  but  by  warning  them  individually 
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m  tbdr  qotiters,  to  (kaw  to  arms  as  quietl j  as  pocf  iUei 
and  rendezvous  here  at  the  eastern  gate.  Tell  the  vil* 
lains  there  is  booty  to  be  gained^  and  they  shall  have 
tbeir  share." 

<<  On  these  terms/'  said  Schonfeldt,  <'  they  will  walk 
over  a  spider's  web  without  startling  the  insect  that  wove 
it.     I  will  collect  them  without  loss  bf  an  instant." 

^^  I  tell  thee,  Kilian/' continued  the  exulting  command- 
anty  again  speaking  apart  with  his  confidential  attendant, 
''  nothing  could  come  so  luckily  as  the  chance  of  this 
onslaught.  Duke  Charles  desires  to  afiront  the  Swies,-^ 
noty  look  you,  that  he  cares  to  act  towards  them  by  his 
own  direct  orders,  in  such  a  manner  as  might  be  termed 
a  breach  of  public  faith  towards  a  peaceful  embassy  ;  but 
the  gallant  follower  who  shall  save  his  prince  the  scandal 
of  such  an  afiair,  and  whose  acti(Mis  may  be  tenned  a 
mistake  or  misapprehension,  shall,  I  warrant  you,  be  ac- 
counted to  have  done  knightly  servk^e.  Perchance  a 
frown  may  be  passed  upon  him  in  public,  but  in  private 
the  Duke  will  know  how  to  esteem  him. — Why  standest 
thou  so  silent,  man,  and  what  ails  thy  ugly  ill-looking  as- 
pect ?  Thou  art  not  afraid  of  twenty  Switzer  boys,  and 
we  at  the  head  of  such  a  band  of  spears  ?" 

<<  The  Swiss,"  answered  Kilian,  <'  will  give  and  take 
good  blows,  yet  I  have  no  fear  of  them.  But  I  like  not 
that  we  should  trust  too  much  to  j^uke  Charles.  That 
he  would  be,  in  the  first  instance,  pleased  with  any  dis- 
honour done  the  Swiss  is  likely  enough  ;  but  if,  as  yrur 
excellency  hints,  he  finds  it  afterwards  convenient  to  dis- 
own the  action,  he  is  a  prince  likely  to  give  a  lively  colour 
to  his  disavowal  by  hanging  up  the  actors." 

**  Pshaw  !"  said  the  commandant,  "  I  know  where  I 
stand.  Such  a  trick  were  like  enough  to  be  played  by 
Louis  of  Franco,  but  it  is  foreign  to  the  blunt  character 
of  our  Bold  one  of  Burgundy. — ^Why  the  devil  stand's! 
thou  still,  man,  simpering  like  an  ape  at  a  roasted  chest- 
nut, which  he  thinks  too  warm  for  his  fingers  ?" 

"  If  bur  exceflency  is  wise  as  well  as  warlike,"  said  the 
esquire,  "  and  it  is  not  for  me  to  contest  your  pleasure 
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But  thw  paaeefiil  erobosijr — these  English  raopchaiiis-^ 
if  Charles  goes  to  war  with  Louis,  as  the  nimour  is  cur* 
rent,  what  he  should  most  of  all  desire  is  the  neutrslitj  oi 
Switzerland,  and  the  assistance  of  England,  whose  King 
is  crossing  the  sea  wkh  a  great  army.  Now  you.  Sir 
Archibald  of  Hagenbach,  may  well  do  that  b  the  counse^ 
of  this  very  morning,  which  will  put  the  Confederated 
Cantons  in  arms  against  Charies^  and  turn  the  English 
iiom  allies  into  enemies." 

<*  I  care  not,"  said  the  commandant ;  **  I  know  the 
Duke's  humour  well,  and  if  he,  the  master  pf  so  many 
provinces,  is  willing  to  risk  them  in  a  self-willed  fiolic, 
what  is  it  to  Archi^ld  de  Hagenbach,  who  has  not  a  fiioC 
of  land  to  lose  in  the  cause  ?" 

**  But  you  have  life,  my  lord,"  said  the  esquire. 

**  Ay,  life  !"  replied  the  knight ;  "  a  paltry  ri^  to 
eaist,  which  I  have  been  ready  to  stake  every  day  of 
.  my  life  for  dollars — ay,  and  for  creutzers — and  think  you 
I  vrill  hentate  to  pledge  it  for  broad-pieces,  jewels  of  the 
East,  and  goldsmith's  work  of  Venice  ?  No,  Kilian ; 
these  Englisli  must  be  eased  of  their  bales,  that  Archi- 
bald de  Hagenbach  may  drink  a  purer  flask  than  their 
thin  Moselle,  and  wear  a  brocade  doublet  instead  of  grea- 
sy velvet.  Nor  is  it  less  necessary  that  Kilian  should 
have  a  seemly  new  jerkin,  with  a  purse  of  ducats  to 
jingle  at  his  girdle." 

**  By  my  feith,"  said  Kilian,  ^*  that  last  argument  hath 
disarmed  my  scruples,  and  I  give  up  the  point,  since  it  ill 
befits  me  to  dispute  with  your  excellency." 

**  To  the  work  then,"  said  his  leader.  "  But  stay — 
we  must  first  take  the  church  along  with  us.  The  priest 
of  Saint  Paul's  hath  beoi  moody  of  late,  and  spread 
abroad  strange  things  ftom  the  pulpit,  as  if  we  were  little 
better  than  common  pillagers  and  robbers.  Nay,  be  hath 
had  the  insolence  to  wam^me,  as  he  termed  it,  twice,  ia 
strange  form.  It  were  well  to  break  the  gtowUng  mat- 
tiff's  bald  head  ;  but  since  that  might  be  ill  taken  by  the 
Duke,  the  next  point  of  wisdcnn  is  to  fling  him  a  bone." 
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^<  He  may  be  a  dangerous  enem  j,"  said  the  sqaiw 
dubiously  ;  ^  bis  power  is  great  with  the  people/* 

'<  Tush  V  replied  Hagenbach,  **  I  know  how  to  djs* 
arm  the  isbaveliog.  Send  to  him,  and  teli  him  to  come 
hither  to  speak  with  me.  Meanwhile  have  all  our  force 
under  arms  ;  let  the  barbican  and  barrier  be  well  manned 
with  archers ;  statkm  spearmen  la  the  houses  on  each 
hand  of  the  gateway ;  and  let  the  street  be  barricaded 
with  carts>  wdl  bound  together,  but  placed  as  if  they  bad 
been  there  by  accident — place  a  body  of  determined  fel- 
lows in  tlie^  carts,  and  behind  them.  So  icon  as  the 
merchants  and  their  mules  enter,  (for  that  is  the  main 
point,)  up  with  your  drawbridge,  down  with  the  portcul- 
lis, send  a  volley  of  arrows  among  those  who  are  withooti 
if  they  make  any  scuffle ;  disarm  and  secure  those  who 
have  entered,  and  are  cooped  up  between  the  barricade 
before,  and  the  ambush  behind  and  around  them^-And 
then,  KjHan'' 

"And  then," said  his  esquire,  "shall  we,  like  mernr 
Free  Companions,  be  knuckle  deep  in  the  Engiisli 
budgets" 

"  And,  like  jovial  hunters,**  replied  the  knight, "  dfao«r- 
deep  in  Swiss  blood." 

"  The  game  will  stand  at  bay  though,"  answered  Ril- 
lian.  "  They  are  led  by  that  Donnerhugel  whom  we 
have'^heard  of,  whom  they  call  the  Young  Bear  of  Berne. 
They  will  turn  to  their  defence." 
/  "The  better,  man — ^wouldst  thou  kill  sheep  rather 
than  hunt  wolves  ?  Besides,  our  toils  are  set,  and  the 
whole  garrison  shall  assist.  Shame  on  tliee,  Kilian,  thou 
wert  not  wont  to  have  so  many  scruples !" 

"  Nor  have  I  now,"  said  Kilian.  "  But  these  Swiss 
bills,  and  two-handed  swords  of  the  breadth  of  four 
mches,  are  no  child's  play. — And  then  if  you  call  all  our 
garrison  to  the  attach,  to  whom  will  your  excellency 
mtrust  the  defence  of  the  other  gates,  and  the  circuit  of 
the  walls?" 

"  Lock,  bolt,  and  chain  up  the  gates,"  replied  the  Gov- 
ernor,  "and  bring  the  keys   hither.     There  shall  no 
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ODe  leave  the  place  till  tbb  affiur  is  oyer.  Let  sonii; 
score  of  the  citizens  take  arms  for  the  duty  of  guaidio|j[ 
the  walb ;  and  look  they  discbarge  it  well,  or  1  will  lay 
a  fine  on  them  which  they  shall  discharge  to  purpose." 

"  They  will  grumble,"  said  Kilian.  "  They  say,  that 
not  being  the  Duke's  subjects,  though  the  place  is  im- 
pledged  to  his  Grace,  they  are  not  liable  to  military 
service." 

'<  They  lie  !  the  cowardly  slaves,"  answered  De  Ha- 
fi;enbacb.  "  If  I  have  not  employed  them  much  hitherto, 
tt  is  because  I  scorn  their  assistance ;  nor  wsuld  I  now 
use  their  help,  were  it  for  any  thing  save  to  keep  a 
watch,  by  looking  out  straight  before  them.  Let  them 
obey,  as  they  respect  their  property,  persons,  and  fami- 
lies." 

A  deep  voice  behind  them  repeated  the  emphatic  lan- 
guage of  Scripture, — "  I  have  seen  the  wicked  man 
flourish  in  his  power  even  like  unto  a  laurel,  but  I  returned 
and  he  was  not— yea,  I  sought  him,  but  he  was  not  to  be 
found." 

Sir  Archibald  de  Hagenbach  turned  sternly,  and  en- 
countered the  dark  and  ommous  looks  .of  the  priest 
of  Saint  Paul's,  dressed  in  the  vestments  of  his  order. 

"  We  are  busy,  father,"  said  the  Governor,  "  and  will 
hear  your  preachment  another  time." 

<'  I  come  by  your  summons.  Sir  Governor,"  said  the 
priest,  ''  or  I  had  not  intruded  myself  where  I  well  knew 
my  preachments,  if  you  term  them  so,  will  do  no  good." 

"  O,  I  crave  your  mercy  reverend  father,"  said  De 
Hagenbach.  '<  Yes,  it  is  true  that  I  did  send  for  you,  to 
desire  your  prayers  and  kind  intercession  with  Our  Lady 
and  Saint  Paul,  in  some  transactions  which  are  likely  to 
occur  this  morning,  and  in  which,  as  the  Lombard  says,  I 
do  espy  roha  di  gtiadagno.^* 

"  Sir  ArchibSd,"  answered  the  priest  calmly,  "  I 
well  hope  and  trust  that  you  do  not  forget  the  nature  of 
the  glorified  Saints,  so  far  as  to  ask  them  for  their  bles- 
^  ng  upon  such  exploits  as  you  have  been  too  oft  engaged 
in  since  your  arrival  amongst  us^— an  event  which  of  itself 
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gave  token  of  the  Divine  anger.  Nay,  let  me  say,  bam- 
Ue  as  I  am,  that  decency  to  a  servant  of  the  altar  should 
eheck  you  from  proposing  to  me  to  put  up  prayers  fiur  the 
success  of  pillage  and  robbery." 

**  I  understand  you,  father,''  said  the  rapacious  Gov- 
ernor, *^  and  you  shall  see  I  do.  While  you  are  the 
Duke's  subject,  you  must  by  your  office  put  up  your 
piBjers  for  bis  success  in  matters  that  are  fiurly  managed. 
You  acknowledge  this  with  a  graceful  bend  of  your  rev* 
erend  head  ?  Well,  then,  I  will  be  as  reasonable  as  you 
are.  Say  we  desire  the  intercession  of  tBe  good  Saints, 
and  of  you,  their  pious  orator,  in  something  a  little  out  of 
the  ordinary  path,  and,  if  you  will,  somewhat  of  a  doubt- 
ful  complexion, — are  we  entitled  to  ask  you  or  them  ibr 
their  pains  and  trouble  without  a  just  consideration? 
Surely  no.  Therefore  I  vow  and  solemnly  promise,  that 
if  I  have  good  fortune  in  this  morning's  adventure.  Saint 
Paul  shall  have  an  altar*€loth  and  a  basin  of  silver,  large 
or  little,  as  my  booty  will  permit — Our  Lady  a  web  of 
satio  for  a  full  suit,  with  a  necklace  of  pearl  for  holidays 

and  thou,  priest,  some  twenty  pieces  of  broad  English 

gold,  for  acting  as  go-between  betwixt  ourselves  and  the 
blessed  Apostles,  whom  we  acknowledge  ourselves  un« 
worthy  to  negotiate  with  in  our  profane  person.  And 
now,  Sir  Priest,  do  we  understand  each  other,  for  I  have 
little  time  to  lose  ?  I  know  you  have  bard  ttioughts  of 
me,  but  you  see  the  devil  is  not  quite  so  horrible  as  ho  is 
painted." 

'^  Do  we  understand  each  other  ?"  answered  the  black 
priest  of  Saint  Paul's,  repeating  the  Governor's  question 
— '^  Alas,  no  !  and  I  fear  me  we  never  shall.  Hast  thou 
never  heard  the  words  spoken  by  the  holy  hermit, 
Berchtold  of  Of&ingen,  to  the  implacable  Queen  Agnes, 
who  had  revenged,  with  such  dreadful  severity  the  as- 
sassination of  her  father,  the  Emperor  Albert?" 

"  Not  I,"  returned  the  knight ;  "  1  have  neither  stu- 
died the  chronicles  of  emperors,  nop  the  legends  of  her 
mits  ;  and,  therefore.  Sir  Priest,  an  you  like  not  my  pro- 
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pOBil,  lei  m  h%we  no  &rth«r  woivii  on  the  inatf^r.  I  m 
HDWODt  to  press  my  fitvoum,  or  to  d^l  with  priest*  who 
require  eotrewty,  when  gifi»  are  held  out  to  them."' 

"  Hear  yet  the  words  of  the  holy  man,"  said  the  priesl. 
<<  The  time  may  come,  and  that  shortly,  when  you  would 
gladly  desire  to  hear  what  yoa  scornfully  reject.'' 

*^  Speak  on,  but  be  brief,"  aaid  Arehibald  de  Hagim- 
bacb  ;  ^*  and  know,  though  thou  mayst  terrify  or  ca^ol^ 
the  multitude,  thou  now  speakest  to  one  whose  resolution 
is  fixed  far  beyond  the  powor  of  thy  eloquence  to  mek." 

<<  Know,  then,"  said  the  priest  of  Saint  Pad's,  <<  that 
Agaes,  daughter  of  the  munl^red  Albert,  after  shedding 
oceans  of  blood  in  avenging  his  bloody  death,  founded  at  • 
length  the  rich  abbey  of  KiBnigsfeidt ;  and,  that  it  might 
have  a  superior  claim  to  renowned  sanctttVy  made  a  pil- 
grimage in  person  to  the  eeli  of  the  fady  hermit,  and 
besought  of  him  to  honour  her  abbey  by  taking  41  p  bis 
residence  there.  But  what  was  his  reply  ?«*^1Mark  it 
and  tremble.  *  Begone,  ruthless  woman,'  said  the  holy 
man ;  ^  God  will  not  be  served  with  blood-guiltiness,  and 
rejects  the  gifts  which  are  (4)tained  by  violence  and  rob-^ 
bery.  The  Almighty  loves  mercy,  justice,  and  human- 
ity, and  by  the  lovers  of  these  only  will  he  be  worship- 
ped.' And  now,  Arehibald  of  Hagenbach,  once,  twice, 
thrice,  hast  thou  had  warning.  Live  as  becomes  a  man 
081  whom  sentence  is  passed,  and  vrho  must  expect  exe- 
cution." * 

Having  spoken  these  words  with  a  menacing  tone  and 
frowning  aspect,  the  priest  of  Saint  Paul's  turned  away 
from  the  Governor,  whose  first  impulse  was  to  command 
him  to  be  arrested.  But  when  he  recollected  the  serious 
'  eonsequences  which  attached  to  the  laying  violent  hands 
on  a  priest,  he  suflered  him  to  depart  in  peace,  c(H)Scious 
that  his  own  unpopularity  might  render  any  attempt  to 
revenge  himself  an  act  of  great  rashness.  He  called, 
therefore,  for  a  beaker  of  Burgundy,  in  which  he  swal- 
lowed down  his  displeasure,  and  bad  just  returned  to 
Oian  the  cup,  which  he  had  drained  to  the  bottomi 
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fihen  the  v^arden  winded  a  Mast  from  the  watch-tower, 
which  betokened  the  arrival  of  strangers  at  the  gate  of 
the  city. 


CHAPTER  XIV, 

I  will  retift  tocb  entertainineiit,  till 
My  eoem^  has  more  power. 

Tke  TempeiL 

* 

"  That  blast  was  but  feebly  Mown,"  said  De  Hagen* 
bach,  ascending  to  the  ramparts,  from  which  he  could  see 
what  passed  on  the  outside  of  the  gate  ;  "  who  approach- 
es, Kilian?" 

The  trusty  squire  was  hastening  to  meet  htm  with  the 
news. 

^*  Two  men  with  a  mule,  an  it  please  your  excellency  5 
and  merchants,  I  presume  them  to  be." 

"  Merchants  ?  'sdeath,'  villain  !  pedlars  you  mean. 
Heard  ever  man  of  English  merchants  tramping  it  oa 
foot,  with  no  more  baggage  than  one  mule  can  manage  to 
carry  ?  They  must  be  beggarly  Bohemians,  or  those 
whom  the  French  people  call  Escossais.  The  knaves ! 
they  shall  pay  with  the  pining  of  their  paunches  for  the 
poverty  of  their  purses." 

"  Do  not  be  too  hasty,  and  please  your  excellency ,•* 
quoth  the  squire  ;  "  small  budgets  hold  rich  goods.  But 
rich  or  poor,  they  are  our  men,  at  least  they  have  ail  the. 
marks — the  elder,  well-sized,  and  dark-visaged,  may  write 
6fty  and  five  years,  a  beard  somewhat  grizzled ; — the 
younger,  some  two-and-twenty,  taller  than  the  first,  and 
a  well-favoured  lad,  with  a  smooth  chin  and  light-brown 
mustaches." 

"  Let  rhem  be  admitted,**  said  the  Governor,  turning 
back  m  oider  again  to  descend  to  the  street,  <'  and  bring 
them  into  the  folter-kammer  of  the  toll-housa" 
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So  saying,  he  betook  himself  to  the  place  appointed, 
Mrhich  was  an  apartment  in  the  large  tower  that  protected 
the  eastern  gateway,  in  which  were  deposited  the  rack, 
with  various  other  instruments  of  torture,  which  the 
cruel  and  rapacious  Governor  was  in  the  habit  of  apply- 
ing to  such  prisoners  (h)ra  whom  he  was  derious  of  ex- 
torting either  booty  or  information.  He  entered  the 
apartment,  which  was  dimly  lighted,  and  had  a  lofty 
Gothic  roof  which  could  be  but  imperfectly  seen,  while 
nooses  and  cords  hanging  down  from  thence,  announced  a 
fearful  connexion  with  various  implements  of  rusted  iron 
that  hung  round  the  walls,  or  lay  scattered  on  the  floor. 

A  faint  stream  of  light  through  one  of  the  numerous  ' 
and  narrow  slits,  or  shot-holes,  with  which  the  walls  were 
garnished,  fell  directly  upon  the  person  and  visage  of  a 
tall  swarthy  man,  seated  in  what,  but  for  the  partial  illu- 
mination, would  have  been  an  obscure  corner  of  this  evil- 
boding  apartment.  His  features  were  regular,  and  even 
handsome,  but  of  a  character  peculiarly  stem  and  sinis- 
ter. This  person's  dress  was  a  cloak  of  scarlet;  his  head 
was  bare,  and  surrounded  by  shaggy  locks  of  black, 
which  time  had  partly  grizzled.  He  was  busily  em- 
ployed in  furbishing  and  burnishing  a  broad  two-handed 
sword,  of  a  peculiar  shape,  and  considerably  shorter  than 
the  weapons  of  that  kind  which  we  have  described  as 
used  by  the  Swiss.  He  was  so  deeply  engaged  in  his  task, 
that  he  started  as  the  heavy  door  opened  with  a  jarring 
noise,  and  the  sword,  escaping  from  his  hold,  rolled  on 
the  stone-floor  with  a  heavy  clash. 

"  Ha  !  Scharfgerichter,"  said  the  Knight,  as  he  entered 
the  folter-kammer,  "  thou  art  preparing  for  thy  duty  ?'* 

"  It  would  ill  become  your  excellency's  servant,"  an- 
swered the  man,  in  a  harsh  deep  tone,  ^'  to  be  found  idle. 
But  the  prisoner  is  not  far  oflT,  as  I  can  judge  by  the  fall 
of  my  sword,  which  infallibly  announces  the  presence  of 
him  who  shall  feel  its  edge.^^ 

"  The  prisoners  are  at  hand,  Francis,"  replied  the 
Governor  ;  "  but  thy  omen  has  deceived  thee  for  once 
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Tbey  are  fellows  for  wboin  a  good  n^  w31  suffiee,  and 
thy  sword  drinks  only  noble  U<x)d." 

"  Tlie  worse  for  Francis  Steinernherz/'  replied  the 
offieial  in  scarlet  :  "  I  trusted  that  your  excellency,  who 
have  ever  been  a  bountiful  patron,  should  this  day  have 
made  me  noble." 

"  Noble  !*'  said  the  Governor ;  "  thou  art  mad — ^Thou 
noble  !  The  common  executioner  !" 

"  And  wherefore  not,  Sir  Archibald  de  Hagenbach  ?  I 
think  the  name  of  Francis  Steinemherz  von  Blut-acker 
will  suit  nobility^  being  fairly  and  legally  won,  as  wel^  as 
another.  Nay,  tlo  not  stare  on  me  thus.  If  one  of  my 
profession  shall  do  his  grim  office  on  nine  men  of  noble 
birth,  with  the  same  weapon  j  and  with  a  single  blow  to 
each  patient,  hath  he  not  a  right  to  his  freedom  from 
taxes,  and  his  nobility  by  patent  ?" 

^^  So  says  the  law,"  said  Sir  Archibald,  after  reflecting 
for  a  moment, — "  but  rather  more  in  scorn  than  seriously, 
I  should  judge,  since  no  one  was  ever  known  to  claim  the 
benefit  of  it." 

"  The  prouder  boast  for  him,"  said  the  functionary, 
*^  that  shall  be  the  first  to  demand  the  honours  due  to  a 
sharp  sword  and  a  clean  stroke.  I,  Francis  Steinem- 
herz, will  be  the  first  noble  of  my  profession,  when  I 
shall  have  despatched  one  more  knight  of  the  Empire." 

'^  Thou  hast  been  ever  in  my  service,  hast  thou  not  ?" 
demanded  De  Hagenbach. 

"  Under  what  other  master,"  replied  the  executioner, 
^'  could  I  have  enjoyed  such  constant  practice  ?  I  have 
executed  your  decrees  on  condemned  sinners  since  I 
could  swing  a  scoufge,  lift  a  crowbar,  or  wield  this  trusty 
weapon  ;  and  who  can  say  I  ever  failed  of  my  first  blow, 
or  needed  to  deal  a  second?  Tristrem  of  the  Hospital, 
and  his  famous  assistants,  Petit  Andr^  and  Trois  £s- 
chelles,  are  novices  compared  with  me,  in  the  use  of  the 
noble  and  knightly  sword.  Marry,  I  should  be  ashamed 
lo  match  myself  with  them  in  the  field  practice  with 
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bow3tnii£  and  difg^r ;  the9e  aie  oo  fe«t3  worthy  of  9 
Christian  man  who  would  me  to  boiKMir  aod  Dobility." 

<<  Tliou  art  9,  fellow  of  excellent  address,  aod  I  do  not 
deny  it,"  replied  De  Hagenbach.  '<  But  i(  cwanoX  b^^^ 
I  trust  it  cannot  be— *that  wbea  noble  blood  i$  beaoruing 
scarce  in  the  land,  and  proud  i[^hurls  are  lording  ijt  ovet 
knights  aad  barons,  I  myself  should  have  caused  so  much 
to  be  spilled  ?" 

<<  I  will  number  the  patients  to  youf  excellency  by 
name  and  title,"  said  Franob,  drawing  out  a  scroll  of 
pai^hment,  and  reading  with  a^ommeqtary  as  he  weril 
on,—"  Thdre  was  Count  William  of  Elverslioe — he  was 
my  assay-piece,  a  sweet  youth,  and  died  most  like  n 
Christian." 

<<  I  remember — he  was  indeed  a  most  smart  youth,  aod 
courted  my  mistress,"  said  Sir  Archibald. 

^<  Ae  died  on  St.  Jude's,  in  tt)^  year  of  grace  1455," 
said  the  executioner. 

"  Go  on^ — but  name  no  dates,"  said  the  Crovernor* 

"  Sir  Miles  of  Stockenborg" 

*'  He  drove  off  my  cattle,"  observed  his  Excellency. 

"  Sir  Louis  of  Riesenfeldt" — continued  the  execu- 
tioner. 

'^  He  made  iove  to  my  wife,"  commented  the  Gov- 
ernor. 

"  The  three  Jung-herm  of  Lammerbourg — ^you  made 
their  father,  the  Count,  childless  in  one  day." 

"  And  he  made  me  landless,"  said  Sir  Archibald,  '^  so 
that  account  is  settled. — ^Thou  needest  read  no  farther," 
he  continued,  "  I  admit  thy  record,  though  it  is  written 
in  letters  somewhat  of  the  reddest.  Lhad  counted  these 
three  young  gentlemen  fis  one  execution." 

''You  did  me  the  greater  wrong,"  said  Fraocis; 
''they  cost  thtee  good  separate  blows  of  this  good 
fword." 

'^  Be.  it  M>,  and  God  be  with  their  souls,''  said  Hagen- 
bach.  '^  But  thy  ambition  must  go  tp  sleep  ibr  »  wbile« 
Scharfgerichter,  for  the  stuff  that  came  hUher  to^ay  is 
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strappado— there  is  no  honour  to  win  on  them." 

"  The  worse  kick  mine,"  said  the  executioner.  "  I 
bad  dreamed  so  surety  that  your  honour  had  made  roe 
rioUe  ; — ^and  then  the  fell  of  ray  sword  ?" 

"  Take  a  bowl  of  wine,  and  forget  your  auguries." 

"  With  your  honour's  permission,  no,"  said  the  execu- 
tioner ;  "  to  drink  before  noon  were  to  endanger  the 
nicety  of  my  hand." 

"  Be  silent  then,  and  mind  your  duty,"  said  De 
Hagenbach. 

Francis  took  up  his  sheathless  sword,  wiped  the  dust 
reverently  from  it,  and  withdrew  into  a  comer  of  the 
chamber,  where  he  stood  leaning  with  his  hands  on  the 
pommel  of  the  fatal  weapon. 

Almost  immediately  afterwards,  Kilian  entered  at  the 
head  of  five  or  six  soldiers,  conducting  the  two  Philip- 
sons,  whose  arms  were  tied  down  with  cords. 

"  Approach  me  a  chair,"  said  the  Governor,  and  took 
his  place  gravely  beside  a  table,  on  which  stood  writing 
materials.  "  Who  are  these  men,  Kilian,  and  wherefore 
are  they  bound  ?" 

"  So  please  your  excellency,"  said  Kilian,  with  a  deep 
respect  of  manner,  which  entirely  differed  from  the  tone, 
approaching  to  familiarity,  witb  which  he  communicated 
with  his  master  in  private,  "  we  thought  it  well  that  these 
two  strangers  should  not  appear  armed  in  your  gracious 
presence  ;  and  when  we  requited  of  them  to  surrender 
their  weapons  at  the  gate,  as  is  the  custom  of  the  garri- 
son, this  young  gallant  must  needs  oifer  resistance.  I 
admit  he  gave  up  his  weapon  at  his  father's  command." 

"  It  is  false !"  exclaimed  young  Philipson  ;  but  his 
father  making  a  sign  to  him  to  be  silent,  he  obeyed 
instantly. 

"  Noble  sir,"  said  the  elder  Philipson,  "  we  are  stran- 
gers, and  unacquainted  with  the  rules  of  this  citadel ;  we 
are  Englishmen,  and  unaccustomed  to  submit  to  personal 
mishandlmg ;  we  trust  you  will  have  excuse  for  uf,  when 
ive  found  ourselves,  without  any  explanation  of  the  cause^ 
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rpdely  seized  on  by  we  knew  Dot  whom.'  My  son,  wba 
is  young  and  unthinking,  did  partly  draw  his  weapon,  but 
desisted  at  my  command,  without  having  altogether  un- 
sheathed his  sword,  far  less  made  a  blow.  For  myself,  I 
am  a  merchant,  accustomed  to  submit  to  the  laws  and 
customs  of  the  countries  in  which  I  traffic ;  I  am  in  the 
territories^of  the  Duke  of  Burgundy,  and  I  know  his 
laws  and  customs  must  be  just  and  equitable.  He  is  the 
powerful  and  faithful  ally  of  England,  and  I  fear  nothing 
while  under  his  banner." 

"  Hem  !  Hem  !"  replied  de  Hagenbach,  a  little  discon- 
certed by  the  Epglishman's  composure,  and  perhaps 
recollecting,  that  unless  his  passions  were  awakened,  (as 
in  the  case  of  the  Swiss,  whom  he  detested,)  Charles  of 
Burgundy  deserved  the  character  of  a  just  though  severe 
prince, — "  Fair  words  are  well,  but  hardly  make  amends 
for  foul  actions.  You  have  drawn  swords  in  riot,  and 
opposition  to  the  Duke's  soldiers,  when  obeying  the 
mandates  which  regulate  their  watch." 

"  Surely,  sir,"  answered  Philipson,  "  this  is  a  severe 
construction  of  a  most  natural  action.  But,  in  a  word, 
if  you  are  disposed  to  be  rigorous,  the  simple  action  of 
drawing,  or  attempting  to  draw  a  sword,  in  a  garrison 
town,  is  only  punishable  by  pecuniary  fine,  and  such  we 
must  pay,  if  it  be  your  will." 

''  Now,  here  is  a  silly  sheep,"  said  Kilian  to  the  exe- 
cutioner, beside  whom  he  had  stationed  himself,  some- 
what apart  from  the  groyp,  "  who  voluntarily  offers  his 
own  fleece  to  the  clipper." 

"  It  will  scarcely  serve  as  a  ransom  for  his  throat,  Sir 
Squire,"  answered  Francis  Steinemherz ;  "  for,  look  you, 
I  dreamed  last  night  that  our  master  made  me  noble,  and 
I  knew  by  the^fall  of  my  sword  that  this  is  the  man  by 
whom  I  am  to  mount  to  gentility.  I  must  this  very  day 
deal  on  him  with  my  good  sword."- 

"  Why,  thou  ambitious  fool,"  said  the  esquire,  "  this  is 
no  noble,  but  an  island  pedlar — a  mere  English  citizen." 

"  Thou  art  deceived,"  said  the  executioner,  "  and  hast 
never  looked  on  m^n  when  they  are  about  to  die." 
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<'  Hare  I  not  ?**  said  the  squire.     **  Have  I  mC  loolced 
-  Ml  five  pitched  fields,  besides  skirmishes  and  ambuscades 
lomimerable  ?" 

"  That  tries  not  the  courage,"  said  the  Scbar%erichter« 
'  All  men  will  fight  when  pitched  against  each  other. 
So  will  the  most  paltry  curs, — so  will  the  dunghill  ibwis. 
But  be  is  brave  and  noble,  who  can  look  on  a  scaffbld 
and  a  block,  a  priest  to  give  him  absolulion,  and  the 
headsman  and  good  sword  which  is  to  mow  him  down  in 
his  strength,  as  he  would  look  upon  things  indifferent ; 
and  such  a  man  is  that  whom  we  now  behold." 

^*  Yes,"  answ^ered  Kilian,  ^<  but  that  n>an  looks  not  on 
such  an  apparatus— ^he  only  sees  our  illustrious  patron, 
Sir  Archibald  de  Hagenbach." 

''And  he  who  looks  upon  Sir  Archibald,"  said  the 
executioner,  "  being,  as  yonder  man  assuredly  isy  a  per- 
son of  sense  and  apprehension,  looks  he  not  upon  sword  ' 
and  headsman  ?  Assuredly  that  prisoner  apprehends  as 
much,  and  being  so  composed  as  he  is  under  such  con- 
viction, it  shows  him  to  be  a  nobleman  by  blood,  or  may 
I  myself  never  win  nobility  !" 

''  Our  master  will  come  to  compromise  with  him,  I 
judge,"  replied  Kilian  ;  "  he  looks  smilingly  on  him." 

"  Never  trust  to  me  then,"  said  the  man  in  scarlet ; 
"  There  is  a  glance  in  Sir  Archibald's  eye  which  betokens 
blood,  as  surely  as  the  dog- star  bodes  pestilence." 

While  these  dependants  of  Sir  Archibald  de  Hagen- 
bach  were  thus  conversing  apart,  their  master  had  en 
gaged  the  prisoners  in  a  long  train  of  captious  interroga 
tones  concerning  their  business  in  Switzerland,  their 
connexion  with  the  Landamman,  and  the  cause  of  their 
travelling  into  Burgundy,  to  all  which  the  senior  Philip- 
son  gave  direct  and  plain  answers,  excepting  to  the  last. 
He  was  going,  he  said,  into  Burgundy,  for  the  purpose 
of  his  traffic — his  w^ares  were  at  the  disposal  of  the  Gov- 
ernor, who  might  detain  all,  or  any  part  of  them,  as  he 
might  b^  disposed  to  make  himself  answerable  to  his 
master.  But  his  business  with  the  Duke  was  of  a  pri- 
vate nature,  respecting  some  particular  matters  of  com- 
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^nefoO)  la  which  tit  hers  «$  w«ll  as  he  him9eir  Itv^re  inter- 
e9ted»  To  the  Ehike  alone,  he  declared,  would  he  com* 
municate  the  affair  ;  and  he  pressed  it  strongly  on  llwt 
Governor,  that  if  he  should  sustain  any  damage  in  his 
own  person  or  that  of  his  son^  the  Duke's  severe  dis- 
pleasure would  be  the  inevitable  consequence. 

De  Hagenbach  was  evidently  much  embarrassed  by 
the  steady  tone  of  bis  prisoner,  and  more  tl)an  once  held 
counsel  with  the  bottle,  his  never-failing  oracle  in  cases 
of  extreme  difficulty.  Piitlipson  had  readily  surrendered 
to  the  Governor  a  list  or  invoice  of  his  merchandise, 
which  was  of  so  inviting  a  character,  that  Sir  Archibald 
absolutely  gloated  over  it.  After  remaining  in  deep 
meditation  for  some  time,  he  raised  his  head  and  spoke 
thus  : — 

"  You  must  be  well  aware,  Sir  Mei-chant,  that  it  is  tb© 
Duke's  pleasure  that  no  Swiss  merchandise  shall  pass 
through  his  territories ;  and  that,  nevertheless,  you  hav* 
ing  been,  by  your  own  accoimt,  some  time  in  that  roun^ 
try,  and  having  also  accompanied  a  body  of  men  calling 
themselves  Swiss  Deputies,  I  am  authorized  to  believe 
that  these  valuable  articles  are  rather  the  property  of 
those  persons,  than  of  a  single  individual  of  so  poor  an 
appearance  as  yourself,  and  that  should  1  demand  pecuni- 
ary satisfaction,  three  hundred  pieces  of  gold  would  not 
be  an  extravagant  fine  for  so  bold  a  practice ;  and  you 
might  wander  where  you  will  with  the  rest  of  your  wares, 
so  you  bring  them  not  into  Burgundy." 

"  But  it  is  to  Burgundy,  and  to  the  Duke's  presence, 
that  I  am  expressly  bound,"  said  the  Englishman.  <<  If 
I  go  not  thither  my  journey  is  wrecked,  and  the  Duke's 
displeasure  is  certain  to  light  on  those  who  may  molest 
me.  For  I  make  your  excellency  aware,  that  your  gra- 
cious Prince  already  knows  of  my  journey,  and  will 
make  strict  enquiry  where  and  by  whom  I  have  been  in* 
tercepted." 

Again  the  Grovemor  was  silent,  endeavourin^^ito  decide 
flow  he  might  best  reoonoile  the  gratification  of  bis  ra* 
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pteity  wHh  preomitioii  for  Ins  ssfety.  Ater  «  few  mfaimei' 

consideration  he  again  addressed  his  prisoner. 

"  Thou  art  ?ery  positive  in  tby  tale,  my  good  friend  ; 
but  my  orders  are  equally  so  to  exclude  merchandise 
coming  from  Switzerland.  What  if  I  put  thy  mule  and 
baggage  under  arrest  ?" 

"  1  cannot  withstand  your  power,  my  lord,  to  do  what 
you  will.  I  will  in  that  case  go  to  the  Duke's  footstool, 
and  do  my  errand  there*" 

"  Ay,  and  my  errand  also,"  answered  the  Governor. 
"  That  is,  thou  wilt  carry  thy  complaint  to  the  Duke 
against  the  Governor  of  La  Ferette,  for  executing  his 
orders  too  strictly  ?" 

"  On  my  life  and  honest  word,"  answered  the  English- 
man, <<  I  will  make  no  complaint.  Leave  m«  but  my 
ready  money,  without  which  I  can  hardly  travel  to  the 
Duke's  courti  and  I  will  look  no  more  after  these  goods 
and  wares  than  the  stag  looks  after  the  antlers  which  ht 
Aed  last  year*'' 

Again  the  Governor  of  La  Ferette  looked  doubtful, 
and  shook  his  head. 

^'  Men  in  such  a  case  at  yours,"  he  said,  **  cannot  be 
trusted,  nor,  to  say  truth,  is  it  reasonable  to  expect  they 
should  be  trustworthy*  These  same  wares,  designed  tot 
the  Duke's  private  hand,  in  what  do  they  consist  ?" 

"  They  are  under  seal,"  replied  the  Englishman. 

"  They  are  of  rare  *value,  doubtless  ?"  continued  the 
Governor. 

"  I  cannot  tell,"  answered  the  elder  Philipson ;  '<  I 
know  the  Duke  sets  great  store  by  them.  Bat  your  ex- 
cellency knows,  that  great  princes  sometimes  place  a 
high  value  on  trifles." 

'<  Bear  you  them  about  you  ?"  said  the  Governor. 
'^  Take  heed  how  you  answer — Look  around  you,  on 
these  engines,  which  can  bring  a  dumb  man  to  speak, 
and  ^'^D^jder  I  have  the  power  to  employ  them  !" 

''  And  1  the  courage  to  support  their  worst  infliction,'* 
SA'wered  Philipson,  with  the  tame  impenetrable  cool* 
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aess  wbieh  he  had  mawrtained  throughout  the  whole  con- 
ference. 

^<  Remember,  also/'  said  Hagenbacfa,  "  that  I  can  have 
your  person  searched  as  thoroughly  as  your  mails  and 
budgets." 

"  I  do  remember  that  I  am  wholly  in  thy  power  5  and 
that  I  may  leave  thee  no  excuse  for  employing  force  on 
a  peaceful  traveller,  I  will  own  to  you,"  said  Philipson, 
"  that  1  have  the  Duke's  packet  in  the  bosom  of  my 
doublet." 

''  Bring  it  forth/'  answered  the  Governor. 

"  My  hands  are  tied,  both  in  honour  apd  literally," 
said  the  Englishman. 

^'  Pluck  it  from  his  bosom,  Kilian,"  said  Sir  Archi- 
bald ;  "  let  us  see  this  gear  he  talks  of." 

'^  Could  resistance  avail,"  replied  the  stout  merchant, 
"  you  should  pluck  forth  my  heart  first.  But  I  pray  all 
who  are  present  to  observe,  that  the  seals  are  every  one 
whole  and  unbroken  at  this  moment  when  it  is  forcibly 
taken  from  my  person." 

As  he  spoke  thus  he  looked  around  on  the'  soldiers, 
whose  presence  De  Hagenbach  had  perhaps  forgotten. 

''  How,  dog  !"  said  Sir  Archibald,  giving  way  to  his 
passion,  '^  would  you  stir  up  mutiny  among  my  men-at- 
arms  ? — Kilian,  let  the  soldiers  wait  without." 

So  saying,  be  hastily  placed  under  cover  of  his  own 
robe  the  small  but  remarkably  well-secured  packet,  which 
Kilian  had  taken  from  the  merchant's  person.  The  sol- 
diers withdrew,  lingering,  however,  and  looking  back, 
like  children  brought  away  bom  a  show  before  its  final 
conclusion. 

"  So,  fellow  !"  again  began  De  Hagenbach,  "  we  are 
now  more  private.  Wilt  thou  deal  more  c;i  the  level 
with  me,  and  tell  me  what  this  packet  is,  and  whence  it 
comes  ?" 

<'  Could  all  your  garrison  be  crowded  into  this  room,  I 
can  only  answer  as  before. — ^The  contents  1  do  not  pre- 
cisely know— -the  person  by  whom  it  was  sent  I  am  de* 
•iermined  not  to  name." 
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"  PeAaps  joBt  son,"  sai^i  the  Governor,  ''niay  1^ 
more  compliant." 

*^  He  cannot  tell  yon  thatj  of  which  he  \b  himself  ig- 
norant/' answered  the  merchant. 

.  4<  Perchance  the  riack  fftay  make  you  both  fiiid  youf 
tovigiies  ;-^nd  we  will  try  it  on  the  young  felferw  first, 
Kllian,  since  thou  knottest  we  htve  seen  men  shrink 
tt&m  beholding  the  wrenched  jomts  of  their  children,  that 
Would  bare  committed  tAeir  own  old  sinews  to  the  stretch^ 
ing  with  much  endurance." 

"  You  may  make  the  trial/'  said  Arthur,  **  and  Heavettr 
will  give  me  strength  to  endtfte"    ^'  ' 

"  And  me  courage  to  behold,"  added  his  father. 

AM  this  while  the  Governor  was  tdrning  and  re-toming 
the  little  packet  in  his  handj  cui-iously  inspectiirg  every* 
fold,  ind  regretting  doubcle^s^  m  secret,  that  a  few  pcrfohe^ 
rf  wax,  placed  uiKler  an  envelope  of  crimsori  satin,  and 
ligatures  of  twisted  silk  cord,  should  prevent  his  eag^* 
dyes  from  asceitainmg  tfee  nature  ef  the  treasure  which 
he  doubted  not  it  concealed^  At  length  he  again*  called 
klHhe  soldiers,  and  delivered  tfp  the  two  prisoners  to 
their  charge,  conamanding  that  they  should  be  kept  safely, 
aaid  in  separate  holds^  and  that  the  father^  in  particular, 
should  be  most  c^reMAy  looked  after. 

"  I  take  you  all  here  to  witness,"  exolaimed  the  elder 
Philipson,  despising  the  menacing  signs  of  De  Hagen*' 
bach,  "  that  the  (Jovemor  detains  frotti  me  a-  packet,  ad- 
dfiessed  to  his  most  gracious  lord  and  muster,  the  Dtike 
of  Burgundy.** 

De  Hagenhach  actudly  feamed  at  the*  mouth  witli 
passion. 

"  And  should  I  not  detain  it  ?"  he  exclaimed,  in  a  voice 
inarticulate  with  rage.  **  May  there  not  be  some  foul 
practice  against  the  life  of  oor  most  gracious  sovereign 
by  poison  or  otherwise,  in  this  suspicious  packet,  btought 
by  a  most  suspicious  bearer  ?  Have  we  never  heard  of 
poisons  which  do  their  work  by  the  smell  ?  And  shal 
we,  who  ketep  the  gate,  as  I  may  say,  of  his-  Grace  of 
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0urguQd]r^3  domintony,  give  access  to  what  maj  n)k 
Europe  of  its  pride  of  chivalry,  Burgundy  of  its  prinec^ 
ai^d  Flanders  of  her  fiither  ? — No  !  Away  with  these 
miscreants,  soldiers — down  to  the  lowest  dungeons  with 
them — keep  them  separate,  ynd  watch  them  caiefuUy. 
Tbi?  treasonable  practice  has  been  meditated  with  tbt 
monivance  of  Berne  and  Soleure." 

Thus  Sir  Archibald  de  Hagenbacb  raved,  with  a  raised 
voice  and  inflamed  countenance,  lashing  himself  as  it 
were  into  passion,  until  the  steps  of  the  soldiers,  and  fbe 
^lasb  of  ih^ir  arms,  as  they  retired  with  the  pfisoners, 
were  no  longer  au(&ble.  His  complexion,  when  thes^ 
had  ceased,  waxed  paler  than  was  natural  to  him — his 
biiow  was  funowed  with  anxiops  wrinkles — and  bis  v^ice 
became  lower  and  more  hesitating  than  ordinary,  as,  tun^ 
ing  |o  hb  esquire,  he  said,  '^  KiUan,  we  stand  i^^toa  a 
slippery  plank,  with  a  raging  torrent  beneath  us-^Whal 
18  to  be  done  ?" 

*'  Marry,  to  move  forward  with  a  resolved  yet  prqdenl 
stept"  answered  the  crafty  Kilian.  **  It  is  unlucky  that 
all  these  fellows  should  have  seen  the  packet,  and  heflM 
tbe  appeal  of  jwi(^  iron-nerved  trader.  But  tbisi  iK 
luck  has  befallen  us,  and  the  packet  havbg  been  in  yew 
excellency's  hands,  you  will  have  aU  the  credit  of  haviag 
liiroken  the  seals  ;  for,  though  ypu  l^ve  them  as  entire 
as  the  moment  they  were  impressed,  it  will  only  be.  siip^. 
posed  tbey  have  been  ingeniously  replaced.  Cet  us  sea 
what  are  the  contents,  h^ofse  we  determine  what  is  to4^ 
done  with  them.  They  must  be  of  rare  value,  sinpe  the 
churl  roevchant  was  weU  coatepted;  to  leav^  behjnd  all 
bis  rich  mule's^oad  of  merchandise,  so  that  this  pi»ciouKi 
packet  might  pass  unexamined.'' 

^*  Tbey  may  bia  papeis  on  some  poBtical  matter.  liffany^ 
such,  and  of  high  importance,  pass  secrecy  betweea  Edrr 
ward  of  England  and  our  bcM  Duke."  Such  waa  thfli 
reply  of  De  Hagenbacb. 

•'  If  they  be  papers  o[  cwsequenae  to  the  Duke/'' 
answered  Kiliai^ ''  wi^  ^an  fpT^wd  t^^  |c^  IKjoiau^-Qit 
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fliey  may  bq  aueb  as  Louis  af  f^wioe.  wodd  pivohaaa 
with  their  weight  of  gold." 

'<For  shama,  KiGaD,"  add  the  Koighf;  <<  wouldst 
thou  hare  nie  benaj  my  ountei^a  aeciets  to  Uie  King  of 
Fmice?    SooMT  wouU  I  lay  my  head  on  the  bJook." 

^iDdeed?  Aad  yet  yoiir  axeeUeocy  beaitatei  sot 
to" 

Here  tlie  squke  stap|ied,  apparently  lor  fear  of  giving 
ofieiicey  by  affixing  a  name  too  bcoad  «id  intelligible  lo 
the  practieea  of  his  patrDo. 

*<  To  plunder  the  Duke,  thou  wouldst  aay,  diou  impiH 
dent  riave  ?  And,  saying  so^  thou  wouhbt  be  as  dull  as 
thou  art  wont  to  he/'  answered  De  Hagenfaich*  *'  I 
partake,  indeed,  in  the  pkmder  whieb  the  Duke  takes 
from  aliens ;  and  leasoo  good.  >  Even  so  the  bound  and 
the  hawk  have  tbw  shara  of  the  quarry  tbey  bring  down 
-^^y,  and  the  lion's  sbarei  too,  unless  the  huntsman  or 
falconer  be  aU  the  nearer  to  them.  Such  aie  the  per<* 
q«u8ites  of  my  nnk ;  and  the  Duke,  who  placed  me 
here  for  the  gfati6eation  of  his  resentment,  and  the  better-^ 
bg  c^  my  fortune,  does  not  grudge  them  to  a  faithful 
servant.  And,  indeed,  1  may  term  myaelf*  in  so  far  m 
this  territory  of  La  Ferette  exlends,  the  Duke's  foil 
representi^tive,  or«  aa  it  may  be  termed,  Altsih  Each-- 
and,  tb<»r0upon,  I  will  open  this  packet,  whieb,  being 
addressed  to  him,  is  thereby  equally  addressed  to  me/' 

Having  thus  in  a  manner  talked  himself  up  to  an  idea 
q[  his  own  high  authority,  he  cut  the  strings  of  the  packet 
which  he  had  all  this  while  held  in  his  h«nd,  and,  undo*, 
ifig  the  ovier  ceveringa»  produoed  a  itery  prnnU  case  made 
of  sandal'WQod. 

<'  The  eoolmis,"  be  said,  <<  bad  a^d  to  \m  vdWbhiy 
as  they  Ue  in  so  little  compass." 

So  saying,  he  piesaed  the  spring,  aad  the  casket, 
opening,  displayed  a  neoUace  of  diamonds,  distinguished 
by  brilliancy  and  size,  and  apparently  of  extraordinary 
value..  The  eyes  of  ^e  avaricious  Governor,  sind  hb  no 
lass  r9|AciQn9  «itend9nt»  weiie  9a  dialed  with  tbe  umsm4 
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save  joy  and  surprise.  .... 

i  <'  Aj, marrj^sir/' aaid  Kiliaii,  ^* tbeobstiDBfie oidinave 
Ind  reflsonS'  for  his  faardifaaod.  II j>  imni  joiitts  .shooid 
have 'Stofxl  a straia or  two ese  I  aunrefidwedsuch'SpHfci- 
Iocs  as.  lbe8e.-^ADd  now,  Sk  AflBbibaUy.mi^.)Kmrtrast7 
follower  ask  you  how  this  booty  b  to  be  divided  ^between 
the  Duke  and  his  G«fonior»  tncootmg  .to  thai,  naoat  ap- 
|Nro?ed  rules  of  garriaoa  towns  ?''  *  .  . 

'^  Faith,  we  will  suppose  the  ganisen  stormed^  KiKan ; 
and  in  a  storm,  tboii  know'at,  tbe  first  fiadaa  takes  all — 
withi  due  cotisideratioa  always  of  his  trusty  followers.'' 

•  *^  As  myself,  for  example,^'  said  Kiliaa. 

*^  Ay,  aad  myself,  for  example,"  answeMdi  a  voioe, 
which  sounded  like  the  echo  of  the  esqum's  wocdisi,  firora 
the  remote  oomer  of  the  ancient  apaitiiient. 

^*  'Sdeath  !  we  are  overheard,"  exclaimed  the  Gov- 
ernor, starting  and  laying^  bis  hand  on  his  dagger. 

*^  Only  by  a  faithAil  follower,  as* the  worthy  esquive 
observes,"  said  the  exectitioner,  moving  riowly  forwards 

^^  VUlain,  how  didst  thou  dare  wateh  mci  ?"  said  Sir 
Archibald  de  Hs^enbacb. 

•  ^'  TrouUe  not  yoorself  for  that,  sir,"  said  iGIiafi. 
^  Honest  Steinembers  has  no  tongue  ta  speak,  or  ear  to 
bearj  save  according  to  your  pleasore.  Indeed,  we<  must 
shortly  have  taken  him  info  our  counsels,  seeing  these 
men  must  be  dealt  upon,  and  that  speedify." 

^  Indeed  !"  said  De  Hageabach  }  ^*  i  bad  thought  they 
might  be  spared."  * 

'  ^To  tell  the  Dnke  of  Burgundy  faovr  the  Governor 
of  La  Ferette  accounts  to  his  treasurer  for  the  dnties 
afid  forfeitures  at  his  e«stom*-house  ?"  dftnaanded  EaUan. 

<'  'Tis  true,"  said  the  Knight ;  ^<  dead<  men  have 
neither  teeth  nor  tongue--»thev  bil»  not^  and  they  tell 
rky  tales.  Thou  wilt  take  order  vrith  th»n,  Sebar%e« 
rfchter." 

•  «*  I  will,  my  lord',"  answered  tfie  exeeutvober,  •'  on 
odndkRHi  that,  if  this  mudt  be  in*  the  vi^ofdti^igeoa 
execution,  which  I  call  cellar  practice^  my  privilege  to 
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claim  nol^ty  shall  be  sayed  and  raserred  to  me,  and  thf 
executioD  shall  be  declaied  to  be  as  effectual  to  iny  claimi 
a$  it  might  have' been  if  the  blow  had  been  dealt  io  bioad 
daylight,  with  uxy  honourable  blade  of  office." 

.De  H^^i^ohach  stared  at  the  executioner,  as  not  un^ 
ddltaqding  what  he  meant;  on  which  Kiiian  took  ooca-> 
sion  to  explain^  that  the  Scfaarfgerichter  was  strongly 
impr^s^d^  from  the  .^free  and  dauntless  conduct  of  die 
elder  prisoner^,  that  be  was.  a  man  of  noble  blood,  from 
whose  daoapitalion  be  would  himself  deriFe  all  the  ad^ 
vantages  pi^c^ppaed  to  the  headsman  who  should  esecut^ 
bis  fimctiop  on  nine.m<a;i  ^f  iUustrious  extractioiiu    . 

"  He  may  be  right,"  said  Sir  Amhibald,  ^<  for  here  is 
a  slip  of  p^ttcbment,  commending  the  bearer  of  this  car- 
canet  to  the  Duke^  desiring  him  to  accept  it  as  a.  true 
token  from  one  well  known  to  him,  and  to  give  the  bearer 
full  credence  in  all  that  he  should  say  on  the  part  of  those 
by  whom  he  is  sent." 

<'  By  whom  is  the  note  signed,  if  I  may  make  bold  to 
ask  ?"  said  Kiiian. 

<*  There  is  no  name— 4be  Duke  must  be  supposed  to 
collect  that  information  from  the  gems,  or  peiimps  the 
Jiand  writing."  ^ 

"  On  neither  of  which  he  is  likely  to  have  a  speedy 
opportunity  of  exerci»fig  his  ingem>ity,"  said  Kiiian. 

Pe  Ha^enbach  looked  at  the  diamonds,  and  smiled 
darkly.  The  Scharfgericbtery  encouraged  by  the  famili- 
arity into  which  he  Inid  in  a  mftnner  fosoed  himself,  re- 
turned to  bis  plea,  and  insisted  on  the  iiobility  4>f  the  sup* 
posed  merchant.  Sucb ;  a  trust,  •  and  isucb  a  letfter  of 
unlimited  credence,  laould.  never,  he  ooatended,  be  in- 
trusted to  a  man  meanly  bom.^    * 

"  Thou  art  .deceived,  thou  fool,"  said  the  Koight  f 
'^  Kings  now  use  the  lowest  Dools  to  do  their  dearest. ofE- 
ces.     Louis  has  set  the  example  .^pf  puUiuig  bis  barber, 

^    •         .  I  I     -■       V  '     ;     .  f    ■    I     -f       . U 

*  Lpoig  XI.  was  probal^)y  the  fir&t,  king  of  France  wbo  Swig  aside  all 
affectation  of  cboogine^  bis  ministers  from  among  fbe  nobility,  fle  ofteit 
placed  flaeo  of  mean  birth  in  situations  of  the  higbesl  Mnat^  • 
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end  the  vftle«  of  hh  diam!>er,  th  f!b  t^^  u*rt*  Fjrr:««*fh< 
intnisted  to  Aikes  and  pa^rt  ;  jjn<(  otfier  monarrfis^  b^j;W 
to  think  that  it  is  better,  m  choosmg  their  agents  for  im- 
portant aflatrs,  to Jtidge  rtither  by  the  qtfaltty  of  men's 
brains  than  that  oi  their  blood.  And  as  for  the  sta^ply 
look  and  bold  bearing  whfeh  dSsttnguidh  yonder  fellow  rn 
the  eyes  of  cravens  like  thee,  it  belong!^  to  bis  codntry, 
noc  his  rank:  Thou  thtuk'st  it  is  in  Enghtid  an^  in  Flan- 
ders, where  a  city-bred  bdrgher  of  Ghent,  Liege,  or 
ypres,  is  as  distinct  an  Antmat  fh)ni  a  knight  of  Hainmtlf, 
as  a  Flanders  wagon  horse  from  a  SpadsA  jennet. 
But  thoei  art  deceited.  Engfand  has  nsany  a  merchant 
as  haughty  of  heart,  and  as  prompt  of  band,  as  any  noble- 
bom  son  of  her  rich  bosom.  Bnt  be  not  dejected,  thou 
Ibotish  man ;  do  thy  business  well  on  this  menchant,  and 
we  shall  presently  have  on  onr  hands  the  Landamman 
of  Unferwalden,  who,  though  a  churl  by  his  choice,  is 
yet  a  nobleman  by  blood,  and  shall,  by  Ms  well-deserved 
death,  aid  thee  to  get  rid  of  the  peasant  slough  which 
thou  art  so  weary  of.** 

"  Were  not  yoor  excdlency  bewar  tfdjotrm  these  men's 
Arte,"  said  Kilian,  ••  till  yon  hear  something  of  them  from 
the  i^iss  prisoners  whom  we  shall  presently  hare  in  ortf 
power?" 

"  Be  k  as  you  w*ll,*'  said  Hagenbach,  waving  Vk 
band,  as  if  putting  aside  some  disagreeable  task.  <«  But 
!et  all  be  finished  ere  I  hear  of  h  again.'' 

The  stem  satellitesr  bowed  obedience,  and  the  de.idTy 
conclave  broke  op }  tbrir  chief  carefuSFy  securing  the* 
vaiuaUe  gems,  which  he  Was  wilftng  to  purchase  aft  rhe* 
expense  of  tre«cherf  to  the  sovereign  in  whose  emjUaf* 
ment  he  had  enlisted  himself,  as  weQ  as  the  blood  of  two 
innocent  men.  Tet,  with  a  weakness  of  mind  not  un- 
common to  great  criminais,  be  shrunk  from  the  thoughts 
of  his  own  baseness  and  cruehy,  and  endeaviEMnred  fo 
banish  the  feeling  of  dishonour  from  his  mind,  by  devolv- 
ing the  immediate  execution  of  his  villany  upon  Us 
subordinate  agents* 
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CtJAPtER  XV. 

Aad  ttJM  pl«ce  ocf  ferefaihcw  fauiK  for  mm! 

Oid  FU^ 

TttB  dutigfebtt  in  whieb  tbe  younger  Phiripson  was 
viMtuied^  Wis  one  of  those  giootnjr  caverns  which  cry 
tbiltid  on  the  inbumaiuty  of  oar  ancestors.  They  seem 
to  haMe  been  altnost  insensible  to  tbe  distinction  betwixt 
innooenoe  and  jB^utlt,  as  tbe  consequences  of  inere  accu- 
sation must  have,  been  bx  more  severe  in  those  days, 
than  is  m  our  own  chat  species  of  imprisonment  which  is 
adjudged  «s  an  express  punishment  for  erirae. 

The  cell  of  Aithur  Pbilipson  was  of  considerable 
length,  but  daHc  and  narrow,  and  dug  out  of  the  solid 
rocit  upon  which  the  tower  was  founded.  A  small  lamp 
was  allowed  him,  not,  however,  without  some  gnimblmg, 
but  bis  arms  were  still  kept  bound ;  and  when  lie  asked 
for  a  draught  of  water,  otie  of  tlie  grim  satellites^  by 
whom  he  was  thrust  into  this  cell,  answered  suHil^,  that 
he  migitt  endure  his  thirst  for  all  the  time  his  life  was 
likely  to  last— 4i  gloomy  response,  which  augured  that 
iiis  privations  would  continue  as  long  as  his  life,  yet 
neither  be  of  long  duratiofi.  By  tbe  dim  lamp  he  had 
groped  his  way  to  a  bench,  or  rough  seat,  cut  in  the  rock ; 
and,  as  his  eyes  got  gradually  accustomed  to  the  obscu- 
rity of  tbe  region  in  which  he  was  immured,  he  became 
aware  of  a  ghastly  cleft  in  the  floor  of  his  dungeon, 
somewhat  resembling  the  opening  of  a  draw-well,  but  ir- 
regular in  its  aperture^  and  apparently  the  mouth  of  a 
gulf  of  Nature's  conformation,  slightly  assisted  by  tbe 
labour  of  human  art. 

"  Here,  then,  is  my  death-bed/'  he  sard,  "  and  that 
gulf  perhaps  the  grave  which  yawns  for  my  remains ! 
Nay,  I  have  heard  of  prisoners  Being  plunged  into  suck 
bonrid  abysses  while  they  were  yet  alive,  to  die  at  ie«suie, 
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:;rushed  with  wounds,  their  groans  unheard,  and  tbeii 
fate  unpitied  !" 

He  approached  bis  head  to  the  dismal  cavity,  anc? 
heard,  as  at  a  great  depth,  the  sound  of  a  sullen,  and, 
as  it  seemed,  subterranean  stream.  The  sunless  waves 
appeared  murmuring  for  their  victim.  Death  b  dreadful 
at  all  ages  ^  but  in  the  first  springtide  of  youth,  with  all 
the  feelings  of  enjoyment  afloat,  and  eager  for  gratifica- 
tion, to  be  snatched  fercibly  from  the  banquet  to  whocb 
the  individual  has  but  just  sat  down,  is  peculiarly  appdr 
ling,  even  when  the  change  comesjn  the  ordinary  oQunie 
of  nature.  But  to  sit,  like  young  Philipsoo,  on.  the 
brink  of  the  ^bterranean  abyss,  and  niniinate  in  horrid 
doubt  concerning  the  mode  in  which  death  was  to  be 
inflicted^  was  a  situation  which  might  break  the  spirit  of 
the  boldest ;  and  the  unfortunate  captive  was  wholly 
unaUe  to  suppress  the  natural  tears  thai  flowed  from  his 
eyes  in  torrents^  and  which  his  bound  awns  did  not  per- 
init  faim  to  Mfipe  away.  We  have-  already  noticed^  tbai 
akhoogb  a  gaUant  yxxiag  niaa  ia  ijaugbt  of  danger  ^hkb 
wast4x>  be  laced  ajad  ovemome  by  active  exertion^  the 
youth  wasslfongly  imaginative,  and  i^ensitivetora  powers 
ful  extefiit  to  all  those  exaggeraljoos,  w})ich>  in  a  skum* 
tion  of  helpless  uncertainty,  fancy  lends  to  distract  the 
soul  of  luiii  who  must  passively  expecH  an  ^{Iroachmg 
evil.  .      •,, 

.  Yet  the  feelings  of  Arthur  PhRipeon  were  not  selfish* 
Tbey  reverted  to  his  father,  whose  just  and  noble  c^ai**- 
acter  was  as  much  formed  to  attract  veneration,  as  tis 
unceasing  paternal  care  and  aflfection  to  excite  love  and 
gratitude*  He,  too,  was  in  the  hands  of  remorseless 
villains,  who  were  determined  to  conceal  robbery  by- 
secret  murder, — he  too,  undaunted  in  so  many  dangers, 
resolute  in  so  many  encounters,  lay  bound  and  defence- 
less, exposed  to  the  dagger  of  the  meanest  stabber.  Ar-* 
thur  remembered,  too,  the  giddy  peak  of  the  rock  near 
Geierstein.  and  the  grim  vulture  which  claimed  him  as  its 
prey.  Here  was  no  angel  to  burst  through  the  mist 
and  marshal  him  on  a  path  of  safety — here  the  darkness 
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irts  sobterraneaD  and  eternal,  saving  when  the  capcire 
ihooM  behold  the  knife  of  the  raffian  flash  against  the 
iamp,  which  leiit  him  Rgitt  to  aim  tlie  fatal  bk>w.  This 
agony  of  mind  lasted  until  the  feelings  of  the  unhappy 
prisoner  arbse  fo  ecstasy.  He  started  up,  and  struggled 
so  bard  to  free  himself  of  his  bonds,  that  it  seemed  they 
shouM  have  fallen  from  him  as  from  the  arms  of  the 
mighty  Nazarene.  But  the  cords  were  of  too  firm  a  tex- 
ture; and,  after  a  violent  and  unavailing  struggle,  in 
which  the  ligatures  seemed  to  enter  his  flesh,  the  prisoner 
lost  bis  balance,  and,  while  the  feeling  thrilled  through 
bixn  that  he  was  tumblkvg  backward  into  the  subterranean 
abyss,  he  fell  to  the  ground  with  great  force. 

Fortunately  he  escaped  the  danger  which  in  his  agony 
be  apprehend^,  but  so  narrowly,  that  his  head  struck 
against  the  low  «nd  broken  fence  with  which  the  mouth 
of  the  horrible  pit  was  partly  suirounded.  Here  he  lay 
stinmed  and  motionless,  and,  as  the  lamp  was  extinguish- 
ed in  his  fall,  immersed  in  absolute  and  total  darkness. 
He  was  fiecailed  to  sensaition  by  a  jarring  noise. 

•**  They  come- — they  come — the  murderers !  Oh,  Lady 
rf  Mercy  !  a»d  oh,  gracious  Heaven,  forgive  my  trans- 
gressions •"  ^ 

He  k»oked^  up,  and  ^observed  with  dazzled  eyes,  that  a 
dai^  fi>rm  approached  him,  with  a  knife  in  one  band,  and 
a  torch  in  the  other.  He  tnight  well  have  seemed  the  m^n 
who  was  to  do  the  last  deed  upon  the  unhappy  prisoner,  if 
be  had  come  alone.  But  he  came  not  alone — his  torch 
gteanved  upob  the  white  dress  of  a  female,  whieli  was  so 
muoh  illuminated  by  it,ithat  Arthur  ooxAA  discorer  a  form, 
and  had  even  a  glimpse  of  features,  ncrer  to  be  forgotten, 
thougl)  noiw  seen  under  <;incnicnrstances  least  of  all  to  be 
expected.  The  prisoner's  unutteraWe  astonishment  im- 
pressed him  with  a  degree  of  awe  which  overcame  even 
bis  personal  fear— ^*  Can  these  ^ngs  be?'^  was  his  rnnt- 
dsfed  Teflectioto ;  "  has  she  reaHy  ihe  power  t»f  an  ele- 
mentary spirit  ?  has  she  conjured  up  this  eartblike  and 
fark  demon  to  concur  with  bier  m  my  deSvenaFnce  ?" 

it  {^peaiieilas  if  bis  gnes&.^werfe  xeal ;  for  the  £gur^  iu 
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Uack,  giving  the  light  to  Aniie  o(  Geiersteia,  or  aft  UtM 
the  form  which  hore  her  peffect  resemblance,  scooped 
over  the  prisoner,  and  cut  the  eord  that  bound  bi»  arma, 
with  so  much  despatch,  that  it  seemed  as  if  it  Ml  firem 
his  person  at  a  touch.     Artlmr's  first  attempt  laaciee  waa 
unsuccessful,  and  a  second  time  it  was  the  band  of  Anne 
of  Geierstein — a  living  l)and,  sensible  to   touch    an   to 
sight — which  aided  to  raise  and   to  support  bii»,;as  k 
had  formerly  done  when  the  tormented  waters  of  the 
river  tliundered  at  their  feet.     Her  touch  produned  an 
effect  £ir  beyond  tl^t  df  the  slight  pei-sonal  aid  wliieb 
the  maiden's  strength  couM  have  rendeted*     Counige 
was  restored  to  his  heart,  vigoia*  and  animation   to  iua 
benumbed  and  bruised  limbs  ;  such  influence  does  the 
human  mind,  when^  excited  to  energy,  poe«aa»  ever  thai 
infirmities  of  the  human  body.     He  was  about  to  adddtesfr 
Anne  in  accents  of  the   deepest  gratitude.      But   tbir- 
accents  died  away  on  his  tongue,  when  the  n^steiaoas» 
female,  laying  her  finger  on  her  lips,  made  him  a  sign  to  be- 
silent,  and  at  the  same  time  beckoned  him  to  fellow  ber« 
He  obeyed  in  silent  amazement.     They  passed   thef  en- 
trance of  the  melancholy  dungeon,  and  through  one  or 
two  short  but  intricate  passages,  which,  cut  out  of  the 
rock  in  some  places,  and  built  in  others  with  hewn  stdne 
of  the  same  kind,  probably  led  to  holds  similar  to  that 
in  which  Arthur  was  so  lately  a  captive* 

The  recollection  that  his  father  might  be  imoHired  in 
some>  such  horrid  cell  as  lie  himself  had  just  quitted^i 
induced  Arthur  to  pause  as  they  reached  the  bottom  of  a 
small  winding  staircase,  which  conducted  apparently  finomt 
this  region  of  the  building. 

"  Come,"  be  said,  <<  dearest  Anne,  lead  me  to  his  de- 
liverance !  I  roust  not  leave  my  father." 

She  shook  her  head  impatiently,  and  beckoned  him  onv 

*^  If  your  power  extends  not  to  save  my  &tfaer's  life, 
1  will  remain  and  save  him  or  die  !-^Anne,  deareaf) 
4nne" 

She  answered  not,  but  her  companion  replied^  in  a 
deep  voice,  not  unsuitable  to  his  appearaneey  "  Speak^ 
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jroong  maYi,  tb  those  ivha  ire  pemiitted  to  answer  you ; 
or  r»ther,  be  silent,  and  listen  to  my  instructions,  which 
direct  to  the  on!}  course  which  can  bring  thy  father  to 
freedom  and  safety.'* 

They  ascended  the  stair,  Anne  of  Creierstein  going 
first ;  while  Arthur,  who  followed  close  behbd,  could  not 
help  thinking  that  her  form  gave  existence  to  a  part  of 
the  light  which  her  garment  reflected  tnxn  the  torch. 
This  was  probably  the  etteci  of  the  superstitious  belief 
inrpressed  on  his  mind  by  Rudolph's  tale  respecting  Kfer 
mother,  atnd  which  was  confirm^  by  her  sudden  appear* 
ance  in  a  place  and  sitoation  where  she  was  so  little  to 
have  been  expected.  He  had  not  much  time,  however, 
to  speculate  upon  her  appearance  or  demeanour,  for 
mounting  the  stair  with  a  lighter  pace  than  he  was  abkf 
at  the  time  to  follow  closely,  she  was  no  longer  to  be 
seen  when  he  readied  the  landing-place.  But  whether 
she  had  melted  into  the  air,  or  turned  aside  into  some 
other  passage,  he  was  not  permitted  a  moment's  leisure 
to  examine. 

"  Here  lies  your  way,"  said  his  sable  guide ;  and  at 
the  same  dm^ashing  out  the  Fight,  and  seizing  PfaiRp- 
son  by  the  arm,  he  led  him  along  a  dark  gallery  of  con- 
s&teraMe  length.  The  young  man  was  not  without  some 
momentary  misgivings,  while  he  recollected  the  ominous 
looks  of  his  conductor,  and  that  he*  was  armed  with  a 
dagger,  or  knife,  which  he  could  plunge  of  a  sudden  into 
bis  bosom.  But  he  could  not  bring  himself  to  dread 
treafehery  from  any  one  whom  he  had  seen  in  Company 
with  Anne  of  Geierstein  ;  and  in  his  heart  he  demanded 
her  pafrdon  for  the  fear  which  had  flashed  across  him,  and 
resigned  himself  to  the  guidavkse  of  his  c6tnpat)ion,  who 
advanced  with  hasty  Mrt  light  footsteps,  and  caudoned 
him  by  a  whisper  to  do  the  same. 

<*  Our  journeys"  he  at  length  said,  "  ends  hete.**  As 
he  spoke,  a  door  gave  way  and  admitted  them'  iht6'  ^ 
gloomy  Gothic  apartment,  furnished  with  large  oaken 
presses,  apparently  fiHed  with  books  and  mahusirip^. 
As  Arthur  look^  rbiiiid,  with  eyes  dazzled  with  the  stict- 
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Qen  gleam  of  daylight  from  which  he  had  been  for  some 
tirae  excluded,  the  door  by  which  they  had  entered  disap*- 
peared.  This,  however,  did  not  greatly  surprise  hini^ 
who  judged  that,  being  formed  in  appearance  to  corres* 
pond  with  the  presses  around  the  entrance  which  they 
had  used,  it  could  not  when  shut  be  distinguished  from 
them  ;  a  device  sometimes  then  practised,  as  indeed  it 
often  is  at  the  present  day.  He  had  now  a  full  view  of 
bis  deliverer,  who,  when  ^een  by  daylight,  showed  only 
the  vestments  and  features  of  a  clergyman,  without  any 
of  that  expression  of  supernatural  horror,  which  the  par- 
tial light  and  the  melancholy  appearance  of  all  in  the 
dungeon  had  combined  to  impress  on  him. 

Young  Philipson  once  more  breathed  with  freedom,  as 
one  awakened  from  a  hideous  dream  ;  and  the  supernatu* 
ra)  qualities  with  which  his  imagination  had  invested 
Anne  of  Geierstein  having  begun  to  vanish,  he  addressed 
his  deliverer  thus  : — "  That  I  may  testify  my  thanks,  holy 
father,  where  they  are  so  especially  due,  let  me  enquire 
of  you  if  Anne  of  Geierstein** 

"  Speak  of  that  which  pertains  to  your  house  and 
family,"  answered  the  priest,  as  briefly  as  j^efore,  "  Hast 
thou  so  soon  forgot  thy  father's  datiger  ?" 

"  By  heavens,  no  !"  replied  the  yotath  ;  "  tell  me  but 
how  to  act  for  his  deliverance^  and  thou  shalt  see  how  a 
son  can  fight  for  a  psfrent !" 

"  It  is  well,  for  it  is  needful,"  said  the  priest.  "  Don 
thou  this  vestment,  and  follow  me." 

The  vestment  presented  was  the  gown  and  hood  of  a 
ndvice. 

"  Draw  the  cowl  pVer  thy  face,'*  said*  the  priest. 
"  and  rejurn  no  answer  to  any  roan  who  meets  thee.  I 
will  say  thou  art  under  a  vow.— May  Heaven  forgive  the 
unworthy  tyrant  who  imposes  on  us  the  necessity  of  such 
profane  dissimulation !  Follow  me  close  and  near--be- 
ware  that  you  speak  not." 

,  The  business  of  disguise  was  soon  accomplished,  and 
the  Priest  of  St.  Paul's,  for  such  he  was,  moving /Oii^  Ar-! 
thur  followed  him  a  pace  or  two  behind,  assumitig  as  well 
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^  b^  could  the  modest^tep  aod  bumUe  demeanoui*  of  a 

Spiritual  novice.  On  leaving  the  library,  or  study»  and 
escending  a  short  stair,  he  found  himself  in  the  street  of 
3risac^.  Ii-resistibly  tempted  to  look  back,  be  bad  only 
time,  boweveiTy  to  see  that  the  bouse  he  had  left  was  a 
very  small  building  of  a  Gothic  cliaracter,  on  the  one 
side  of  which  rose  the  church  of  St.  Paul's,  and  on  the 
other  the  stem  black  gate-bouse,  or  entrance-tow^*.    . 

"  Follow,  me,  Melchior,"  said  the  deep  voice  of  the 
Priest ;  and  his  keen  eyes  were  at  the  same  time  fixedi 
upon  the  suppo^d  novice,  with  a  look  which  instaady 
recalled  Arthur  to  a  sense  of  his  situation., 

I'hey  passed  along,  nobody  noticing  thm»i  uoliess  tQ 
greet  the.  priest  with .  a  silent  obeisance,  or  muttered 
phrase  of  salutation,  until,  having  nearly  gained  the  mid- 
dle of  the  village,  the  gukle  turned  abruptly  off  from  th^ 
street,  and  moving  northward  by  a  short  lane,  reached  a 
flight  of  stepS;  which,  as  usual  in  fortified  towns,  led  to 
the  banquette,  or  walk  behind  the  parapet,  which  was  of 
the  old  Gothic  fashion,  flanked  with  towers  from  space  to 
space,  of  different  forms  and  various  heights  at  different 
angles.  ^       - 

There  were  sentinels  on  the  walls  ;  but  the  watch,,  as 
it  seemed,  was  kept  not  by  regular  soldiers,  but  by  burgh- 
ers, with  spears,  or  swords,  in  their  hands.  The  first 
tvhom  they  passed  said  to  the  priest,  in  a  half  whispered 
tone,  "  Holds  our  purpose  ?" 

"It  holds,"  replied  the  Priest  of  Saint  Paul's.-^. 
***  Benedicite  !" 

.    "  Deo  Gratias  /''  replied  the  armed  citizen,  and  con- 
tinued his  walk  upon  the  battlements. 

The  other  sentinels  seemed  to  avoid  them  ;  for  they 
disappeared  when  they  came  near,  or  passed  them  with- 
out looking,  or  seeming  to  observe  them.  At  last  their 
Walk  brought  them  to  an  ancient  turret,  which  raised  its 
tiead  above  the  wall,  and  in  which  there  was  a  small  door 
opening  from  the  battlement.  It  was  in  a  corner)  distinct 
from  and  uncommanded  by  a^y  of  the  angles  of  the  for-, 
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Uy  hare  had  A  sentteel  for  M»  s^)^ciar  prot^tion,  bttt  to 
Me  was  cheref  upoii  dtify. 

«  Nciw  mark  me,**  saM  the  pttest,  *^  for  four  6fM^s 
Kfe,  and,  it  may  be,  that  o#  many  a  ihah  b^sU^s,  de'- 
pends^  tipon  joiir  attentioa,  and  no  less  xspdn  ydtnr  def^* 
pftfcb.'-^You  can  run  ? — ^you  can  leap  ?** 

^'  I  feel  no  Weariness,  father,  since  you  fieed  tne^*^  ^- 
t#ered  Arthur;  ''and  the  dun  deer  that  I  have  often 
ehtfsed  shall  not  beat  me  in  such  a  wager." 

"Observe  then,''  replied  the  Bla;ck  Priest  d(  Sr. 
Paul's,  "  this  turret  contains  a  staircase,  which  descends 
io  s  smalt  siiltyporc.  I  will  give  you  entrance  to  'tt — ^The 
MIyport  is  barred  oti  the  inside,  but  not  locked.  It  mil 
give  yott  aecess  to  the  moat,  wlWch  is  ahnost'  entirely 
dty.  On  crossing  it,  you  will  fitid  ytmrsfctf  in  th6  drcuit 
df  the  otitei;'  barriers.  Tou  tniiy  see  sentinels,  but  they 
will  not  see  you — spedc  libt  to  thetn,  but  itaake  yooj^ 
way  over  the  palisade  as  you  can.  f  trust  you  can  climb 
over  an  undefended  ramriart?'' 

^*  I  have  surmountedf  a  defended  one,'*>  said  Arthur. 
"  What  is  my  next  charge  ? — All  this  is  easy." 

"  You  will  see  a  species  of  thicket,  or  stretch  of  low 
bushes — ^make  for  it  with  all  speed.  When  you  are 
there,  turn  to  the  eastward  5  but  beware,  while  holding 
that  course,  that  you  are  not  seen  by  the  Burgundian 
Free  Companions,  who  are  on  watch  on  that  part  of  the 
walls.  A  volley  of  arrows,  and  the  sally  of  a  body  of 
cavalry  in  pursuit,  will  be  the  consequence,  if  they  get 
sight  of  you  ;  and  their  eyes  are  those  of  the  eagle,  that 
spy  the  carnage  afar  off." 

"  I  will  be  heedful,"  ssud  the  young  Englishman. 

"You  will  find,"  continued  the  priest,  ^*upon  the 
Outer  side  of  the  thicket  a  path,  or  rathei  a  sheep-track, 
which,  sweeping  at  some  distance  from  the  walls,  will 
conduct  you  at  last  into  the  road  pleading  from  Brisach  to 
Bile.  Hasten  forward  to  meet 'the  Swis3,  who  are  ad- 
vancing. Tell  them  your  father's  hours  are  counted,  and 
that  they  must  press  on  if  they  would  save  him  ;  and  say 
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to  Ru«1^1pt)  DoDnefhugel,  in  especial,  that  the  Blaek 
Priest  ^  Saint  Paul's  ivaits  to  bestow  upon  him  Ma  bles* 
sing  at  the  northern  sattyport.  Dost  thou  understand 
me  ?" 

«  Perfectly,*^  answered  the  young  man. 

The  Priest  of  Saint  Pad's  then  pushed  open  the  low- 
browed gate  of  the  turret,  and  Arthur  was  about  to  pre* 
cipitate  himself  down  the  stair  which  opened  before  him. 

"  Stay  yet  a  moment,"  said  the  priest,  '*  and  dolBT  the 
rovice's  habit,  which  can  only  encumber  thee." 

Arthur  in  a  triee  threw  it  from  him,  and  was  again 
about  to  start. 

"  Stay  yet  ai  moment  tenger,'*  continued  the  Black 
Priest.  "This  gbwtt  may  be  a  tell-tale— Stay,  there- 
fore, and  help  mc  fo  poll  off  my  upper  ganneht.'* 

Inwardly  glowing  with  impatience,  Arthur  yet  saw  the 
necessity  of  obeying  his  guidle  ;  and  when  he  had  pulled 
the  long  and  loose  upper  vestment  from  tlie  old  man,  he 
stood  before  nim  in  a  cassock  of  Mack  serge,  befitting  hier 
order  and  profession,  but  begirt,  not  with  a  suitable  sash 
such  as  clergymen  t^ear,  but  witii  a  most  uncanonical 
buf^-belt,  supporting  a  short  two-edged  sword,  calculated 
alike  to  stab  and  to  smite. 

**  Qive  me  now  the  novice's  habit,"  said  the  venera- 
ble father,  "  and  over  that  I  will  put  the  priestly  vest- 
ment. Since  for  the  present  I  have  some  tokens  of  the 
laity  about  me,  it  is  fitting  it^  should  be  covered  with  at 
double  portion  of  the  clerical  habit." 

As  he  spoke  thus  be  smiled  grimly  ;  and  bis  smile  had 
something  more  frightful  and  withering  than  the  stem 
frown,  which  suited  better  with  his  features,  and  war 
their  usual  expression. 

"  And  now,"  said  he,  "  what  does  the  fool  tarry  fci^ 
when  life  and  death  are  in  bis  speed  r" 

The  young  messenger  waited  not  a  second  bint,  but  at 
once  descended  the  stairs,  as  if  it  had  been  by  a  single 
step,  found  the  portal,  as  the  priest  had  said,  only  secured 
Dy  bars  on  the  inside,  oflfering  little  resistance  save  from 
their  rusted  state,  which  made  it  difficult  to  dirbW  theiii 
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Arthur  succeeded,  however,  and  found  himself  m.'  theirid« 
of  the  mioat,  which  presented  a  green  and  marshy  appear- 
flODoe.  Without  stoppiag  to  examine  whether  it  was  deep 
or  shallow,  and  almost  without  being  sensible  of  the  te- 
nacity of  the  morass,  the  young  Englishman  forced  his 
way  through  it,  and  attained  the  opposite  side,  ivithout 
attracting  the  attention  of  two  worthy  burghers  of  Brisacb, 
who  wei^  the  guardians  of  the  barriers.  One  of  them 
indeed,  was  deeply  employed  in  the  perusal  of  some  pro- 
fane chronicle,  or  religious  legend ;  the  other  was  as  anx- 
iously engaged  in  examining  the  margin  of  the  moat,  in 
search  of  eels,  perhaps,  or  frogs,  for  he  wore  over  his 
shoulder  a  scrip  for  securing  some  such  amphibious  booty. 

Seeing  that,  as  the  priest  foretold,  he  had  nothing  to 
apprehend  from  the  vigilance  of  the  sentinels,  Arthur 
dashed  at  the  palisade,  in  hope  to  catch  hold  of  the  top 
of  the  stockade,  and  so  to  clear  it  by  one  bold  leap.  He 
overrated  h'ls  powers  of  activity,  however,  or  they  were 
diminished  by  his  recent  bonds  and  imprisonment.  He 
fell  lightly  backward  on  the  ground,  and,  as  he  got  to  his 
feet,  became  aware  of  tlie  presence  of  a  soldier,  in  yellow 
and  blue.,  the  livery  of  De  Hagembach^  who  came  ruor 
ning  towards  him,  crying  to  the  slothful  and  unobservant 
sentinels,  *^  Alarm  !'--alarra  !-^you  kzy  swine  !  Stop 
the  dog,  or  you  are  both  dead  men." 

The  fishertnan,  who  was  on  the  further  side,  laid  down 
his  eel-spear,  drew  his  swor3,  and,  flourishing  it  over  his 
head,  advanced  towards  Philipson  with  very  moderate 
haste.  The  student  w^as  yet  more  unfortunate,  for,  in  his 
hurry  to  fold  up  his  book  and  attend  to  his  duty,  he  con- 
trived^ to  throw  himself  (inadvertently,  doubtless)  full  in 
the  soldier's, way.  The  latter,  who  was  running  at  top. 
^peed,  encountered  the  burgher  with  a  severe  shock  which 
threw  l)otlt  down  ;  but  the  citizen  being  a  solid  and  sub- 
stantial man,  lay  still  where  he  fell,  while  tlie  other,  less 
weighty,  and  probably  less  prepared  for  the  collision,  lost 
nis  balance  and  the  command  of  his  limbs  at  once>  and, 
rolling  over  the  edge  of  the  moat,  was  immersed  in  the 
mud  and. marsh.     The  fisher  and  the  student  wen'  with 
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Mibnrato  sfpead  lo  mnist  the  unexpected  tad  imvekoiue 
partner  of  dieir  ^atch  ;  while  Arthur,  stimulated  by  the 
iinininent  sense  of  danger^  sprung  at  the  barrier  with 
lAore  address  and  vigour  than  before,  and,  soeceediog  in 
bis  leap,  made,  as  he  had  be^  directed,  with  his  utmost 
speed  for  the  eovert  of  the  adjacent  bushes.  He  reached 
d>em  without  hearing  any  alarm  fix>m  the  walls.  But  he 
was  conscious  that  bis  situation  bad  become  extremely 
precarious,  sbce  his  escape  from  the  town  was  known  ta 
one  man  at  least,  who  would  not  &il  to  give  the  alarm  in 
case  he  was  able  to  extricate  himself  from  the  marsh ,-» 
a  feat^  however,  in  which  it  seemed  to  Arthur  tiiat  the 
armed  citizens  were  likely  to  prove  mther  his  Apparent 
than  actual  assistants.  While  such  thoughts  shot  across 
his  mind;,  they  served  to  augment  his  natural  speed  of 
feot^  so  liiat  in  less  space  than  could  have  been  thought 
possible,  he  reached  .the  thinner  ex^Mmity  of  the  thicks, 
whence,  as  intimated  by  the  Black  Priest,  he  could  see 
the  eastern  tower  and  the  adjoining  battlements  of  the 
town^ — 

**  With  hostile  faces  tlm>i]g'd,  and  fiery  arms." 

It  required,  at  the  same  time,  some  address  on  the 
part  of  the  fugitive,  to  keep  so  much  under  shelter  ts  to 
prevent  himself  from  being  seen  in  his  turn  by  those 
whom  he  saw  so  jlainly-  He  therefare  expected  every 
moment  to  hear  a  bugle  wind,  or  to  behold  that  bustle 
and  commotion  among  the  defenders,  which  might  pro^ 
nosticate  a  sally.  Neither,  however,  look  place,  end 
beedfuUy  observing  the  footpath,  or  track,  whioh  ithe 
priest  had  pointed  out  to  him,  young  PluEpaon  wheeled 
bis i bowse  out >of  sight  ^.the  guarded  towera,  aad  soon 
&lling  into  the  public  and  frequented  noad,  by  whidi  his 
father  and  he  had  approached  rtbe^tonvn  in  the  mt)nii»^ 
he  had  the  happinesa^'hy  the  dast  and  Hash  t>f  arsss^  te 
see  a  small  body  of  armed  men  advancing  towards* firi*' 
sach,  whom  he  justly  concluded  to  be  ^the  van  of  the 
Swiss.  cCeputatien. 
20*     VOL.  1. 
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II0  MM  dMt  the  fMCty,  wfaieh  coBsbtdd  of 
nuen,  with  Rudolph  DoiiDerhugel  at  tbenr  hetd.  The 
figure  of  PhilipsoD,  covered  with  mud,  and  in  some 
pkoes  stained  with  blood,  (fiur  his  fall  10  the  dtuigeoa  bmi 
cost  him  a  slight  wound,)  attracted  the  wonder  of  everf 
one,  who  crowded  around  to  hear  the  news.  Rudolph 
alone  ippeal-ed  unmoved.  Like  the  visage  on  the  anciest; 
statues,  c^  Hercules,  the  physiognomy  of  the  bulky  Ber« 
aese  was  large  and  massive,  having  an  akr  of  mdifiTereot 
and  almost  sullen  composure,  whieh  did  tkA  change  but 
in  moments  of  the  fiercest  agitation. 

Ha  listened  Without  emotion  to  the  breathless  tale  of 
Arthur  Pliiltpson,  that  his  father  was  in  prison^  and  ad* 
judged  to  death. 

**  And  what  else  did  you  expect  ^"  snd  the  Bemese, 
ooldly.  "  Were  you  not  warded  ?  It  hrid  been  easy  to 
have  foreseen  the  misfortune,  but  it  may  be  impossible  to 
preveiit  it." 

"  I  own— I  own,"  said  Arthur,  wringing  his  hands, 
"  that  you  were  wise,  and  that  we  were  foolish. — ^But 
oh  !  do  not  think  of  our  folly  in  the  moment  of  our  ex- 
tremity !  Be  the  gallant  and  generous  champion  which 
your  Cantons  proclaim  you^^give  us  your  aid  in  this 
deadly  strait !" 

*'  But  how,  or  in  what  manner  ?"  said  Rudolph^  still 
hesitating.  '*  We  have  disniissed  the  3a}ese^  who  were 
willing  to  have  given  assistance,  so  much  did  your  dotiful 
example  weigh  with  us^  We  are  now  scarce  above  a 
scoie  of  men — bow  can  you  ask  us  to  attack  a  garrison 
town,  secured  by  fortification^^  and  where  there  are  six 
times  our  number  ?" 

<'  You  have  friendb  ^thin  the  fortificatiOBs,"  icrplied 
Arthur — *'  I  ani  sure  you  have.  Hark  in  your  ear^-^The 
Black  Priest  sent  to  you— *to  you,  Rudoiph  Domfm-hug^ 
erf*  Berne — that  he  waits  to  give  you  bis  Moving  at  the 
northern  sallyport." 

**  Ay,  doubtless,"  said.  Rudolph,  shaking  hnnself  fi-ee 
of  Arthur's  attempt  to  engage  him  in  private  eonferem  e, 
and  speaking  so  that  all  around  might  hear  him,  ^*  there  bi 
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lihfe  iwht  bA\  ;  I  Vdn  fiAd  a  J)rifest  At  the  northferft  sally- 
port to  Confess  and  absolve  Ine,  ^nd  a  block,  axe,  and 
headSinan,  to  strike  hiy  throat  dsunder  when  he  has  done. 
But  t  will  sttditce  put  thfe  neck  of  iiiy  father's  son  inlo 
such  risk.  If  they  assassinate  an  English  pedlar,  who  has 
never  offended  them,  vvhat  will  they  do  with  the  Bear 
of  Berne,  w^hose  fangs  and  talons  Archibald  de  Hagen- 
bach  has  felt  ere  now  ?** 

Young  Philipson  at  these  words  clasped  his  hands  to- 
gether, and  held  them  up  to  Heaven,  as  one  who  abandons 
hope,  excepting  from  thence.  The  tears  started  to  his 
eyes,  and,  clenching  his  hands  and  setting  his  teeth,  he 
turned  his  back  abruptly  upon  the  Swiss. 

"  What  means  this  passion  ?"  said  Rudolph.  "  Whither 
would  you  now  ?"  *  • 

".To  rescue  my  father,  or  perish  with  him,"  said  Ar- 
thur ;  and  was  at>out  to  ruh  wildly  back  to  lia  Ferette, 
when  a  strong  but  kindly  grasp  detained  him. 

"  Tarry  a  little  till  f  tie  my  garter,**  said  Sigismund 
Biederman,  "  and  1  will  go  with  you,  King  Arthur." 

"  You  ?  oaf!"  exclaimed  ttudolph,  ^^  you  ? — and  with- 
out orders  ?" 

"  Why,  look  you,  cousin  Rudolph,'*  said  the  youth, 
continuing,  with  great  composure,  to  fasten  his  garter, 
which,  after  the  fashion  of  the  time,  was  somewhat  in- 
tricately secured — "  you  are  always  telling  us  that  we 
are  Swiss  and  freemen  ;  and  what  is  the  advantage  of 
being  a  freeman,  if  one  is  not  at  liberty  to  do  what  he 
has  a  mind  ?  You  are  my  Hauptman,  look  you,  so  long 
as  it  pleases  me,  and  no  longer. 

"  And  why  shouldst  thou  desert  me  now,  thou  fool  ? 
Why  at  this  minute,  of  all  ofh6r  minutes  in  the  year  ?" 
demanded  the  Bernese. 

"  Look  you,"  replied  the  insubordinate  follower,  "  I 
have  hunted  with  Arthur  for  this  month  past,  and  I  love 
him — he  never  called  me  fool  or  idiot,  because  my  thoughts 
came  slower,  maybe,  and  something  duller,  than  those  of 
other  folk.  And  I  love  his  father — the  old  man  gav« 
me  this  baldrick  and  this  horn,  which  I  warrant  cost  many 


Digitized 


by  Google 


836.  ANl^S    OF    GEUUBSJXUf. 

a  kreutzer.    He  told  me,  too^  Qot  ito  be  jdiBcoun^,  fn 

that  it  was  better  to  think  justly  than  to  thiok  ^ist^  and 
that  I  had  sense  enough  for  the  one  if  not  for  the  other  1 
And  the  kind  old  man  Is  now  in  Hagenbach^s  butcher*  | 
shambles  !— But  we  will  free  him,  Arthur,  if  two  men 
may.  Thou  sbalt  see  me  fight,  while  steel  blade  and 
ashen  shaft  will  hold  together." 

So  saying,  he  shook  in  the  air  his  enormous  partisan, 
which  quivered  in  tus  grasp  like  a  slip  of  wiUow.  In- 
deed, if  Iniquity  was  to  be  struck  down  like  an  ox,  there 
was  not  one  in  that  chosen  band  more  likely  to  perform 
the  feat  than  Sigismund  ;  for,  though  soraewbat  shorter 
in  stature  than  his  brethren,  and  of  a  less  animated  spirit, 
yet  his  breadth  of  shoulders  and  strength  of  muscles  were 
enormous,  and  if  thoroughly  aroused  and  disposed  for  the  ^ 
contest,  which  was  very  rarely  the  case,  perhaps  Rudolph 
himself  might,  as  far  as  sheer  force  went,  have  had  cTiffi- 
culty  in  matching  bim. 

.  Truth  of  sentiment  and  energy  of  expression  always 
produce  an  effect  on  natural  and  generous  characters. 
Several  of  the  youths  uround  began  to  exclaim,  ihat 
Sigismund  said  well ;  that  if  the  old  man  had  put  himself 
in  danger,  it  was  because  he  thought  more  of  the  success 
of  their  negotiatioin  than  of  his  own  safety,  and  had  taken 
himself  from  under  their  protection,  rather  than  involve 
them  in  quarrels  on  his  account.  "  We  are  the  more 
bound,"  they  said,  "  to  see  him  unscathed  ;  and  we  will 
do  so." 

"  Peace  !  all  you  wiseacres,"  said  Rudolph,  looking 
round  with  an  air  of  superiority ;  "  and  you,  Arthur  of 
England,  pass  on  to  the  Landamraan,  who  is  close  behind  ; 
you  know  he  is  our.  chief  commander,  he  is  no  less  your 
father's  sincere  friend,  and  whatever  he  may  determme 
in  your  father's  favour,  you  will  find  most  ready  execu- 
toi-s  pf  his  pleasure  in  all  of  us." 

His  companions  appeared  to  concur  in  this  advice,  and 
young  Philipson  saw  that  his  own  compliance  with  the 
recommendation  was  indispensable.     Indeed,  although  ne . 
Ktill  suspected  that  the  Bernese,  by  his  various  intrigues, 


Digitized 


by  Google 


Aums  iff  dvmsnM*  itf^ 

as  wen  tfkh.  the  Swks  ytMitb  as  with  those  of  Bllt%  Mnd^* 
as  might  be  mferred  from  the  Priest  of  Saint  PfcolV,  by 
cofnmunicarion  even  wtthin  the  town  of  La  Perette,  pos- 
sessed the  greater  power  of  assisting  him  at  siich  a  con* 
juncture  ;  yet  he  trusted  far  more  in  the  simple  candour 
and  per^t  faith  of  Arnold  Biederman,  and  pressed 
forward  to  tell  to  him  his  mournful  tale,  and  crare  big 
assistance. 

Fitnn  the  top  of  a  bank  which  lie  reached  in  a  few 
minutes  after  he  parted  from  Rudolph  and  the  advanced 
guard,  he  saw  beneath  him  the  venerable  Lamdamifnan 
and  his  associates,  attended  bjr  a  few  of  the  jrouths,  who 
no  longer  were  dispersed  upon  the  flanks  of  the  party, 
but  attended  oo  them  ciosefy,'and  in  military  array,  as 
men  prepared  to  repel  any  sudden- attacks 

Behind  came  a  mule  or  two  wifb  baggage,  toother 
with  the  animals  which,  in  the  ordinary  eooise  of  their 
march,  supported  Antie  of  Geiersteiiy  and  her  attemtafrt. 
Both  were  occupied  by  female  figures  as  usual,  ai»d  to  th« 
best  of  Arthur^s  ken,  the  foremost  had  the  wel-kvibwn 
dress  of  Anne,  from  the  grey  mantle  to  a  smaH'  heron^ 
pium^e,  which,  since. entering  Germany,  she  had  worn  in 
oompliance  with  the  custom  of  the  comvtry,  and  in  ev\* 
dence  of  her  rank  as  a  maiden  of  birth  and  distinction'^ 
Yet,  if  the  yooth's  eyes  brought  him  truer  tidings  at 
'present,  what  was.  the  eharacter  of  thcdr  former  informaf^ 
tbn,  when,  scarce  more  than  half  an  hour  since,  they 
had  beheld,  io  the  sidxterranean  dongeon  of  Brisach,  the 
same  form  which  they  now  rested  upon,  in  circa matances 
so  very  difierrat !  The  feelkvg  excited  by  this  thoogbt 
was  powerful,  but  it  way  momentary,  like  the  Kglvtokig 
which  blazes  throogfa  a  midn%ht  sky,  which  is  butjutt 
seen  ere  it  vanishes  into  darkness.  Or  rather,  the  wonder 
exci^  by  this  marvellous  incident^  only  fmaintaiBed  ks 
ground  in  his  thoughts,  by  allying  itself  with  the  anxie^ 
for  bis  fether's  safety,  which  t<^  their  predonMnant  occti' 
pation. 

**  If  thene  be  indeed  a  spirit,"  he  said,  "  which-  wean 
that  beautiful  fomiy  it  must  be  bene&cent  as  well  as  love 
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•Ji  w<}  wifl^x^n^  to  pB^  fyiimq^  deserving  fiuher  the 
HVptac^ioii  wbicii  ^  9QII  ))a8i  twice  exp^r4eoced/' 

But  ^ra  tif  hi|d  ti^e  to  prpseeq-te  such  a  thought  far 
Uieffi  be  bad  reet  the  {.i^ndamfnan  and  bis  party.  Here 
bia  app^ainnoe  aud  bis  oQiiditioii  excited  tlie  same  sur- 
prise as  tbev  bad  formerly  occasioned  to  Rudolph  aad 
the  vanguaro*  To  the  repeated  interiogatoiies  of  ih^ 
Landamman,  he  gave  a  brief  account  of  his  own  ini- 
priaopoieBi)  and  of  Kis  escape,  of  which  he  suffered  the 
whole  glory  to  rest  with  the  Black  Priest  of  Si.  Paul's, 
without  oaentiooiAg  one  word  of  the  more  interesting 
female  apparition,  by  which  be  had  been  aitended  tod 
assisted  in  bis  clmritabte  iask«  Oo  another  point  abo 
Arthur  was  silent.  He  saw  no  propriety  in  commua** 
eating  to  Arnold  Biederman  the  message  which  the  priesi 
had  addressed  to  Rudolph's  ear  alone.  Whet  lief  good  - 
should  coB^  of  it  or  no,  he  held  sacred  the  obligation  of 
silence  imposed  upon  him  by  a  man  from  whom  be  bad 
just  received  the  most  importam  assistance. 

The  Landamman  was  struck  dumb  for  a  momem,  with 
sorrow  wokd  surprise,  at  the  news  wbtch  he  heard.  The 
elder  Philipson  had  gained  his  respect,  as  w^U  by  the 
purity  and  steadiness  of  the  principles  which  be  expressed, 
as  by  the  extent  and  depth  of  his  information,  which  was 
peculiarly  valuable  and  interesting  to  the  Switzer,  who 
felt  his  admirable  judgment  considerably  fettered  for  want 
of  that  kaowledge  of  countries,  times,  and  manners,  with 
which  bia  EngUsh  friend  often  supplied  him< 

<<  Let  us  press  forward,"  he  said  to  the  Bawneret  of 
Berne  and  the  other  deputies  ;  '^  let  us  ofier  our  media* 
tion  betwixt  the  tyrant  De  Hagenbacb  and  our  firiettd, 
whose  life  is  in  danger.  He  must  listen  to  us,  for  I  know 
his  master  expects  to  see  this  Philipson  at  bis  court.  The 
M  man  hinted  to  me  so  much.  As  we  are  possessed  of 
such  a  secret,  Archibald  de  Hagenbach  will  not  dare  to 
brave  our  vengeance,  since  we  might  easily  send  to  Duke 
Charles  information  how  the  Governor  of  La  Ferette 
abuses  his  power,  in  matters  where  not  only  the  Swis% 
but  where  the  Duke  bimeelf  is  oonoerned." 
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•«  Vj^et  ycfur  rf; verend  favour,  ipy  worthy  «r,"  fai9wef- 
^  the  Q^nn^ret  of  Berne,  <<  we  are  Swiss  Deputies,  and 
go  to  represent  the  injuries  of  Switzerland  alon?.  If  we 
eoibrqil  ourse)ve^  with  the  quarrels  of  slrangers,  w«  shall 
find  it  moi*e  diffipult  to  settle  advantageously  those  of  our 
own  couQtry ;  s^nd  if  the  Puke  sbould,  by  this  villany 
done  upon  English  merchants,  bri^g  upon  him  the  naseot^ 
ment  of  the  English  mon^urph,  such  breach  will  only 
render  it  more  a  matter  of  peremptory  neoessity  for  him 
to  make  a  treaty  advan^gepus  to  the  Swiss  Cantons/' 

There  was  30  much  worldly  policy  in  this  advice,  tbi^ 
Adam  Zimmerman  of  Soleure  insitantly  expressed  his 
assent,  with  the  additional  argument,  that  their  brother 
Biederman  hi|d  told  t^em  sci^rce  twp  hours  before,  how 
these  English  merphants  t^ad,  by  bis  advice  and  thep' 
own  free  desire,  parted  pomp^ny  with  them  that  niofnis^, 
on  purpose  that  they  might  not  involve  the  Deputies  ia 
the  quarrels  which  might  li^  raise<(  by  the  Qovemor's  ex*^ 
actions  on  his  tnerchandis^. 

"  Now  what  advantage,"  b?  said,  *'  shall  we  derive 
from  this  same  parting  of  company,  supposing,  as  itiy 
brother  seems  to  urge,  we  are  still  to  coipisider  this  Engr 
Kshman's  interest  as  if  he  were  our  fellow  traveller,  and 
under  our  especial  protection  ?" 

This  personal  reasoning  pinched  the  Landamman  some- 
what closely,  for  he  had  but  a  short  while  before  descanted 
on  the  generosity  of  the  elder  Philipson,  who  had  freely 
exposed  himself  to  danger,  rather  than  that  he  should 
embarrass  their  negotiation  by  remaining  one  of  their 
company ;  and  it  completely  shook  the  fealty  of  the 
white-bearded  Nicolas  Benstetten,  whose  eyes  wandered 
-from  the  face  of  Zimmerman,  which  expressed  triumph- 
ant confidence  in  his  argument,  to  that  of  his  friend  the 
Landamman,  which  was  rather  more  embarrassed  than 
usual. 

«  Brethren,"  sai*  Arnold  at  length  with  firmness  and 
animation,  "  I  erred  in  priding  myself  upop  the  worldly 
policy  which  I  taught  to  you  this  pdo^iag.  This  man  is 
not  of  our  country^  doubtless,  but  l]i^  is  pf  qijjr  bloodfl^r-^ 
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eopj  of  the  Conmioti  creator's  image, — and  the  more 
worthy  of  being  called  so,  as  he  is  a  man  of  integrity 
and  worth.  We  might  not,  without  grievous  sin,  pass 
such  a  person,  being  in  danger,  without  affording  him  re- 
lief, even  if  he  lay  accidentally  by  the  side  of  our  path  ; 
much  less  should  we  abandon  him  if  the  danger  has  been 
incurred  in  our  own  cause,  and  that  we  might  escape  the 
net  in  which  he  iff  himself  caught.  Be  not,  therefore, 
downcast — ^Wedo  God*s  will  in  succouring  an  oppressed 
man.  If  we  succeed  by  mild  means,  as  I  trust  we  shall^ 
we  do  a  good  action  at  a  cheap  rate  ; — if  not,  God  can 
assert  the  cause  of  humanity  by  the  hands  of  few  as  well 
as  of  many.*' 

•*  If  such  IS  your  opinion,"  said  the  Baunerman  of 
Berne,  "not  a  man  here  will  shrink  from  you.  For 
me,  I  pleaded  against  my  own  inclinations  when  I  advised 
you  to  arord  a  breach  with  the  Burgundian.  But  as  a 
soldier,  I  must  needs  say,  I  would  rather  fight  the  garrison, 
were  they  double  the  number  they  talk  of,  in  a  fair  field, 
riian  undertake  to  storm  their  defences." 

"  Nay,"  said  the  Landamman,  "  I  sincerely  hope  we 
shall  both  enter  and  depart  from  the  town  of  Brisach, 
without  deviating  from  the  pacific  character  with  which 
our  mission  from  the  Diet  invests  us." 


CHAPTER  XVI. 

For  Somcitet,  off  with  bis  guilty  hoad ! 

3d  Part  of  Henry  Vl. 

The  Governor  of  La  Ferette  stood  on  the  battlements 
of  the  eastern  entrance-tower  of  his  fortress,  and  looked 
out  on  the  road  to  Bale,  when  first  the  vanguard  of  the 
Swiss  mission,  then  the  centre  and  rear,  appeared  in  thef 
iRstance.     At  the  same  moment  the  van  hsdting,  the  main 
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body  closed  with  it,  while  the  females  and  haggxge^  and 
mules  in  the  rear,  moved  in  their  turn  up  to  the  main 
body,  and  the  whole  were  united  in  one  group. 

A  messenger  then  stepped  forth,  and  winded  one  of 
those  tremendous  horns,  the  spoils  of  the  wild-bulb,  so 
numerous  in  the  Canton  of  Uri,  that  they  are  supposed 
to  have  given  rise  to  its  name. 

<<  They  demand  admittance,"  said  the  esquire. 

*^  They  shall  have  it,"  answered  Sir  Archibald  de  Ha- 
genbach.  "Marry,  how  they  may  pass  out  again,  is 
another  and  a  deeper  question."  « 

"  Think  yet  a  moment,  noble  sir,"  continued  the  es- 
quire. "  Bethink  you,  these  Switzers  are  very  fiends  in 
fight,  and  have,  besides,  no  booty  to  repay  the  conquest, 
— some  paltry  chains  of  good  copper,  perchance,'  or 
adulterated  silver.  You  have  knocked  out  the  marrow-— 
do  not  damage  your  teeth  by  trying  to  grind  the  bone.'* 

"  Thou  art  a  fix>l,  Kilian,"  answered  De  Hagenbach, 
"  and  it  may  be  a  coward  besides.  The  approach  of 
some  score,  or  at  most  some  score  and  a  half,  of  Swiss 
partisans,  makes  thee  draw  in  thy  horns  like  a  snail  at  a 
child's  finger  !  Mine  are  strong  and  inflexible  as  those 
of  the  Urus,  of  whom  they  talk  so  miich,  and  on  which 
they  blow  so  boldly.  Keep  in  mind,  thou  timid  creature, 
that  if  the  Swiss  deputies,  as  they  presume  to  call  them- 
selves, are  permitted  to  pass  free,  they  carry  to  the  Duke 
Tories  of  merchants  bound  to  his  court,  and  fraught  with 
precious  commodities,  specially  addressed  to  his  Grace  t 
Charles  has  then  at  once  to  endure  the  presence  of  the 
ambassadors,  whom  he  contemns  and  hates,  and  learns 
by  them  that  the  Governor  of  La  Ferette,  permitting  such 
to  pass,  has  nevertheless  presumed  to  stop  those  whom 
be  would  full,  gladly  see ;  for  what  prince  would  not 
blithely  welcome  such  a  casket  as  that  which  we  have 
taken  from  yonder  strolling  English  pedlar  ?" 

"  I  see  not  how  the  assault  on  these  ambassadors  will 
mend  your  excellency's  plea  for  despoiling  the  English- 
men," said  Kilian. 

21       VOL.    I. 
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<<  Because  thou  art  a  blind  mole,  Kiliau,"  answerea 
his  chief.  "  If  Burgundy  hears  of  a  ruffle  between  ray 
garrison  and  the  mountain  churls,  whom  he  scorns,  and 
yet  hates,  it  will  drown  all  notice  of  the  two  pedlars  who 
have  perished  in  the  fray.  If  after-enquiry  should  come, 
an  hour's  ride  transports  me  with  my  conGdaats  into  the 
Imperial  dominions,  where,  though  the  EmpejR»r  be  a 
spiritless  fool,  the  rich  prize  I  have  found  on  these  island- 
ers will  ensure  me  a  good  reception." 

"  I  will  stiqk  by  your  excellency  to  the  last,"  retamed 
the  esqiiire  ;  <'  and  you  shall  yourself  witness,  that  if  a 
(bol,  1  am  at  least  no  coward." 

"  I  never  thought  thee  such  when  it  came  to  hand-^ 
blows,"  said  De  Hagenbach ;  '<  but  in  policy,  thou  art 
timid  and  irresolute.  Hand  me  mine  armour,  Kilian, 
and.  beware  thou  brace  it  well.  The  Swi^  pikes  and 
swords  are  no  wasp  stings." 

*<  May  your  excellency  wear  it  with  honour  and  pfrofit," 
said  Kilian  ;  and,  according  to  the  duty  of  his  o^ce,  he 
buckled  upon  his  principal  the  complete  panoply  of  a 
knight  of  the  empire.  '^  Your  purpose  of  assaulting  the 
Swiss  then  holds  firm,"  said  Kilian.  '*  But  what  pretext 
will  your  excellency  assign  ?" 

^^  Let  me  alone,"  said  Archibald  de  Hagenbach,  ^<  to 
take  one,  or  to  make  one.  Do  you  only  have  Schonfeldt 
and  the  soldiers  on  their  stations.  And  remember  the 
words  are — *  Burgundy  to  the  Rescue.'  When  these  words 
are  fii:st  spoken,  let  the  soldiers  show  themselves, — ^when 
repeated,  let  them  fall  on.  And  now  that  I  am  accoutred, 
away  to  the  churls  and  admit  them." 

Kilian  bowed  and  withdrew.      ' 

The  bugle  of  the  Switzers  had  repeatedly  emitted  its 
angry  roar,  exasperated  by  the  delay  of  nearly  half  an 
hour,  without  an  answer  from  the  guarded  gate  of  Bri- 
sach  ;  and  every  blast  declared,  by  the  prolonged  echoes 
which  it  awakened,  the  increased  impatience  of  those  who 
summoned  the  town.  At  length,  the  portcullis  arose,  the 
gate  opened,  the  drawbridge  fell,  and  Kilian>in  the  e(H^ 
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page  of  a  man*at-arms  arrayed  for  6ghty  rode  krtb  on  an 
ambling  palfrey. 

<'  What  bold  men  are  ye,  sirs,  who  are  here  in  arms 
before  the  fortress  of  Brisacli,  appertaining  in  right  and 
seignorie  to  the  thrice  noble  Ehike  of  Burgundy  and 
Lorraine,  and  garrisoned  for  his  cause  and  interest  by  the 
excellent  Sir  Archibald,  Ix>rd  of  Hagenbach,  Knight  of 
the  most  holy  Roman  Empire  ?" 

^'  So  please  you,  Sir  Esquire,''  said  the  Landamman, 
<<  for  such  I  conjecture  you  to  be  by  the  feather  in  your 
bonnet,  we  are  here  with  no  hostile  intentions  f  though 
armed,  as  you  see,  to  defend  us  in  a  perilous  journey, 
where  we  are  soi^thing  unsafe  by  day,  and  cannot  always 
repose  by  night  m  places  of  security.  But  our  arms 
have  no  offensive  purpose  ;  if  they  had  such,  our  numbers 
had  not  been  so  few  as  you  see  them." 

^<  What  then  is  your  character  and  purpose  ?"  said 
Kilian,  who  had  learned  to  use,  in  his  master's  absence, 
the  lordly  and  insolent  tone  of  the  Governor  himself. 

*^  We  are  Delegates,"  answered  the  Landamman,  in  a 
calm  and  even  tone  of  voice,  without  appearing  to  take 
offence  at,  or  to  observe,  the  insolent  demeanour  of  the 
esquire,  '<  from  the  Free  and  Confederated  Cantons  of 
the  Swiss  States  and  provinces,  and  from  the  good  town 
of  Soleure,  who  are  accredited  from  our  Diet  of  Legisla- 
ture to  travel  to  the  presence  of  his  Grace  the  Duke  of 
Burgundy,  an  an  errand  of  jiigh  importance  to  both  coun- 
tries, and  with  the  hope  of  establishing  with  your  master's 
lord— I  mean  with  the  noble  Duke  of  Burgundy — a  sure 
and  steadfast  peace,  upon  such  terms  as  shall  be  to  the 
mutual  lionour  and  advantage  of  both  countries,  and  to 
avert  disputes,  ^and  the  effusion  of  Christian  blood,  which 
may  otherwise  be  shed  for  want  of  timely  and  good  un- 
derstanding." 

"  Show  me  your  letters  of  credence,"  said  the  esquire. 

"  Under  your  forgiveness,  Sir  Esquire,"  replied  the 
Landamman,  "  it  will  be  time  enough  to  exhibit  these, 
when  we  are  admitted  to  the  presence  of  your  master  the 
Governor." 
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*'  That  b  as  much  as  to  say,  wilful  will  to  it.  It  is 
well,  my  mastei*s ;  and  yet  you  may  take  this  advice 
from  Kilian-  of  Kersberg,  It  is  sometimes  better  to  reel 
backwards  thaa  to  ruo  forwards. — My  master,  and  my 
master's  master,  are  more  ticklish  persons  than  the  deal- 
ers of  Bale,  to  whom  you  sell  your  cheeses.  Home, 
honest  men,  home  !  your  way  lies  before  you,  and  you 
are  fairly  warned." 

^'  We  thank  thee  for  thy  counsel,"  said  the  Landam- 
man,  interrupting  the  Banneret  of  Berne,  who  had  com- 
menced an  angry  reply,  '*  supposing  it  kindly  meant ;  if 
not,  an  uncivil  jest  is  like  an  overcharged  gun,  which 
recoils  on  the  cannoneer.  Our  road  li^onward  through 
Brisach,  and  onward  we  propose  to  go,  and  take  such  hap 
as  that  which  we  may  find  before  us." 

"  Go  onward  then,  in  the  devil's  name,"  said  the 
squire,  who  had  entertained  some  hope  of  deterring  them 
from  pursuing  their  journey,  but  found  himself  efiectually 
foiled.- 

The  Switzers  entered  the  town,  and,  stopped  by  the 
barricade  of  cars  which  the  Groverqor  had  formed  across 
the  street,  at  about  twenty  yards  from  the  gate,  they 
drew  themselves  up  in  military  order,  with  their  little 
body  formed  into  three  lines,  the  two  females  and  the 
fathers  of  the  deputation  being  in  the  centre.  The  little 
phalanx  presented  a  double  front,  one  to  each  side  of  the 
street,  while  the  centre  line  faced  so  as  to  move  forward, 
and  only  waited  for  the  removal  of  the  barricade  in  order 
to  do  so.  But  while  they  stood  thus  inactive,  a  knight 
in  complete  armour  appeared  from  a  side  tbor  of  the 
great  tower,  under  the  arch  of  which  they  had  entered 
into  the  town.  His  visor  was  raised,  and  he  walked 
along  the  front  of  the  little  line  formed  by  the  Swiss, 
with  a  stem  and  frowning  aspect. 

•  "  Who  are  you,",  he  said, "  who  have  thus  far  included 
yourselves  in  arms  into  a  Burgundian  garrison  ?" 

"  With  your  excellency's  leave,"  said  the  Landam- 
tnan,  '^  we  are  men  who  come  on  a  peaceful   errandi 
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though  we  carry  arms  for  our  own  defence.  Deputies 
we  are  from  the  towns  of  Berne  and  Soleure,  the  Can- 
tons of  Uri,  Schwitz,  and  tTnterwalden,  come  to  adjust 
matters  of  importance  with  the  gracious  Duke  of  Bur- 
gundy and  Lorraine." 

"  What  towns,  what  cantons  ?"  said  the  Governor  of 
La  Ferette.  <<  I  have  heard  no  such  names  among  the 
Free  Cities  of  Germany. — ^Beme,  truly !  when  became 
Berne  a  free  state  ?" 

"  Since  the  twenty-first  day  of  June,"  said  Arnold 
Biederman,  ^^  in  the  year  of  grace  one  thousand  three 
hundred  and  tliirty-nine,  on  which  day  the  battle  of  Lau- 
pen  was  fought." 

"  Away,  vain  old  man,"  said  the  Knight ;  "  thinkest 
thou  that  such  idle  boasts  can  avail  thee  here  ?  We  have 
heard,  indeed,  of  son^  insurgent  villages  and  communi- 
ties among  the  Alps,  and  how  they  rebelled  against  the 
Emperor,  and  by  the  advantage  of  fastnesses,  ambus- 
cades, and  lurking-places,  how  they  have  murdered  some 
knights  and  gentlemen  sent  against  them  by  the  Duke  of 
Austria ;  but  we  little  thought  that  such  paltry  town- 
ships and  insignificant  bands  of  mutineers  had  the  inso- 
lence to  term  themselves  Free  States,  and  propose  to 
enter  into  negotiation  as  such  with  a  mighty  prince  like 
Charles  of  Burgundy." 

"  May  it  please  your  excellency,"  replied  the  Lan- 
damman,  with  perfect  temper,  "  your  own  laws  of  chiv- 
alry declare,  that  if  the  stronger  wrong  the  weaker,  or 
the  noble  does  injury  to  the  less  gentle,  the  very  act 
levels  distinctions  between  them,  and  the  doer  of  an 
injury  becomes  bound  to  give  condign  satisfaction,  of  such 
kind  as  the  wronged  party  shall  demand." 

"  Hence  to  thy  hills,  churl !"  exclaimed  the  haughty 
Knight ;  "  there  comb  thy  beard  and  roast  thy  chestnuts. 
What !  because  a  few  rats  and  mice  find  retreat  among 
the  walls  and  wainscoting  of  our  dwelling-bouses,  shall 
ive  therefore  allow  them  to  intrude  their  disgusting  pres- 
ence, and  their  airs  of  freedom  and  independence,  into 
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our  personal  presence  ?  No,  we  will  rather  crush  them 
beneath  the  heel  of  our  iroij^hod  boots.'* 

"  We  are  not  men  to  be  trodden  on,**  said  Arnold 
Biederman,  calmly  ;  ^'  those  who  have  attempted  it  have 
found  us  stumbling-blocks.  Lay,  Sir  Knight,  lay  aside 
for  an  instant  this  haughty  language,  which  can  only  lead 
to  warfare,  and  listen  to  the  words  of  peace.  Dismiss 
our  comrade,  the  English  merchant  Philipson,  on  whom 
you  have  this  morning  laid  unlawful  hands ;  let  him  pay  a 
moderate  sum  for  his  ransom,  and  we,  who  are  bound 
instantly  to  the  Duke's  presence,  will  bear  a  fair  report 
to  him  of  his  Governor  of  La  Ferette." 

'*  You  will  be  so  generous,  will  you  !"  said  Sir  Archi- 
bald, in  a  tone  of  ridicule.  "  And  what  pledge  shall  I 
have  that  you  will  favour  me  so  kindly  as  you  propose  ? 

"  The  word  of  a  man  who  neviir  broke  his  promise," 
answered  the  stoical  Landamman. 

"  Insolent  hind  !"  replied  the  Knight,  «f  dost  thou 
stipulate  ?  thou  offer  thy  paltry  word  as  a  pledge  betwixt 
the  Duke  of  Burgundy  and  Archibald  de  Hagenbach  ? 
Know  that  ye  go  not  to  Burgundy  at  all,  or  you  go  thith- 
er with  fetters  on  your  hands  and  halters  round  your 
necks. — So  ho.  Burgundy  to  the  Rescue  !" 

Instantly  as  he  spoke,  the  soldiers  showed  themselves 
before,  behind,  and  around  the  narrow  space  where  tl  e 
Swiss  had  drawn  themselves  up.  The  battlements  of 
the  town  were  lined  with  men,  others  presented  them- 
selves at  the  doors  of  each  house  in  the  street,  prepared 
to  sally,  and,  at  the  windows,  prepared  to  shoot,  as  well 
vnth  guns  as  with  bows  and  crossbows.  The  soldiers 
who  defended  the  barricade  also  started  up,  and  seemed 
ready  to  dispute  the  passage  in  front.  The  little  band, 
encompassed  and  overmatched,  but  neither  startled  nor 
disheartened,  stood  to  their  arms.  The  centre  rank 
under  the  Landamman  prepared  to  force  their  way  over 
the  barricade.  The  two  fronts  stood  back  to  back,  ready 
to  dispute  the  street  with  those  that  should  issue  from  the 
bouses.  It  could  not  fail  to  prove  a  work  of  no  smalll 
61ood  and  toil  to  subdue  this  handful  of  determined  men. 
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even  with  five  times  their  number.  Some  sense  of  this, 
perhaps,  made  Sir  Archibald  delay  giving  the  signal  for 
onset,  when  suddenly  behind  arose  a  cry  of,  *<  Treason , 
treason !" 

A  soldier,  covered  with  mud,  rushed  before  the  Gov- 
ernor, and  saict,  in  hurried  accents,  that,  as  he  endea- 
voured to  stop  a  prisoner  who  had  made  his  escape  some 
short  time  since,  he  had  been  seized  by  the  burghers  of 
the  town,  and  wellnigh  drowned  in  the  moat.  He  added, 
that  the  citizens  were  even  now  admitting  the  enemy  into 
the  place. 

"  Kilian,''  said  the  Knight,  "  take  two  score  of  men — 
hasten  to  the  northern  sallyport ;  stab,  cut  down,  or 
throw  from  the  battlements,  whomsoever  you  meet  in 
arms,  townsmen  or  strangers.  Leave  me  to  settle  with 
these  peasants  by  fair  means  or  foul.** 

But  ere  Kilian  could  obey  his  master's  commands,  a 
shout  arose  in  the  rear,  where  they  cried,  "  Bale  !  Bale  ! 
— Freedom  !  freedom  ! — ^The  day  is  our  own  !*' 

Onward  came  the  youth  of  Bale,  who  had  not  been  at 
such  a  distance  but  that  Rudolph  had  contrived  to  recall 
them— HMiward  came  many  Swiss  who  had  hovered 
around  the  embassy,  holding  themselves  in  readiness  for 
such  a  piece  of  service ;  and  onward  came  the  armed 
citizens  of  L#a  Ferette,  wiio,  compelled  to  take  arms  and 
mount  guard  by  the  tyranny  of  De  Hagenbach,  had 
availed  themselves  of  the  opportunity  to  admit  the  Ba- 
lese  at  the  sallyport  through  which  Philipson  had  lately 
made  his  escape. 

The  garrison,  somewhat  discouraged  before  by  the  firm 
aspec^t  of  the  Swiss,  who  had  held  their  numbers  at  defi- 
ance, were  totally  disconcerted  by  this  new  and  unexpect* 
ed  insurrection.  Most  of  them  prepared  rather  to  fly 
than  to  fight,  and  they  threw  themselves  in  numbers  from 
the  walls,  as  the  best  chance  of  escaping.  Kilian  and 
some  otherg,  whom  pride  prevented  from  flying,  and 
despair  from  asking  quarter,  fought  with  fury,  and  Were 
killed  on  the  spot.  In  the  midst  of  this  confusion  tba* 
Landamman  kept  his  own  bands  unmoved,  permitting 
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them  to  take  do  share  in  the  action,  save  to  repel  such 
violence  as  was  offered  to  them. 

"  Stand  fast  all !"  sounded  the  deep  voice  of  Arnold 
Biederroan  along  their  little  body.  '^  Where  is  Rudolph  ? 
—Save  lives,  but  take  none. — Why,  how  now,  Arthur 
Philipson  !  stand  fast,  I  say." 

*'  I  cannot  stand  fast,"  said  Arthur,  who  was  in  the 
act  of  leaving  the  ranks.  ^*  I  must  seek  my  father  in  the 
dungeons ;  they  may  be  slaying  him  in  this  conlusioD 
wbUe  I  stand  idle  here." 

'*  By  our  Lady  of  Einsiedlen,  you  say  well,"  answer- 
ed the  Landamman ;  ^*  that  I  should  have  forgot  my 
noble  guest !  I  will  help  thee  to  search  for  him,  Arthur-* 
the  affray  seems  wellnigh  ended. — Ho,  there,  Sir  Ban- 
neret, worthy  Adam  Zimmerman,  my  good  friend  Nicho- 
las Bonstetten,  keep  our  men  standing  firm — Have 
nothing  to  do  with  this  affiay,  but  leave  the  men  of  Bale 
to  answer  their  own  deeds.     I  return  in  a  few  minutes." 

So  saying,  he  hurried  after  Arthur  Plnlipson,  whose 
recollection  conducted  him,  ^th  sufficient  accuracy,  to 
the  head  of  the  dungeon  stairs.  There  they  met  an  ill- 
looking  man  clad  in  a  buff  jerkin,  who  bore  at  his  girdle 
a  bunch  of  rusted  keys,  which  intimated  the  nature  of 
bis  calling. 

^*  Show  me  the  prison  of  the  English  merchant,"  said 
Arthur  Philipson,  '^  or  thou  diest  by  my  hand !" 

"  Which  of  them  desire  you  to  see  ?"  answered  the 
official ; — "  the  old  man,  or  the  young  one  ?*' 

'^  The  old,"  said  young  Philipson.  ^'  His  son  has 
escaped  thee." 

"  Enter  here  then,  gentlemen,"  said  the  jailer,  undo- 
ing the  spring-bolt. of  a  heavy  door. 

At  the  upper  end  of  the  apartment  lay  the  man  they 
came  to  seek  for,  who  was  instantly  raised  from  the 
ground,  and  loaded  with  their  embraces. 

"  My  dear  father !" — ''  My  worthy  guest !"  said  his 
80D  and  friend  at  the  same  moment,  '^  how  fares  it  with 
you?" 

"  Well,"  answered  the  elder  Philtpson>  "  if  you,  my 
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finend,  and  son,  coine,  as  I  judge  from  your  anns  and 
eountenance,  as  conquerors,  and  at  liberty — Jl,  if  you 
come  to  share  my  prison-house." 

**  Have  no  fear  of  that,"  said  the  Landamman  ;  **  we 
have  been  in  danger,  but  are  remarkably  deKvered.— 
Your  evil  lair  has  benumbed  you.  I^ean  on  me,  my 
noble  guest,  and  let  me  assist  you  to  better  quarters." 

Here  he  was  interrupted  by  a  heavy  clash,  as  it  seem- 
ed, of  iron,  and  differing  firom  the  distant  roar  of  the 
popular  tumult,  which  they  still  heard  from  the  open 
street,  as  men  hear  the  deep  voice  of  a  remote  and  tem- 
pestuous ocean. 

"  By  Saint  Peter  of  the  fetters !"  said  Arthur,  who 
instantly  discovered  the  cause  of  the  sound,  "  the  jailer 
has  cast  the  door  to  the  staple,  ^r  it  has  escaped  his 
grasp.  The  spring-lock  has  closed  upon  us,  and  we 
cannot  be  liberated  saving  from  the  outside. — Ho,  jailer 
dog  !  villain  !  open  the  door,  or  thou  diest !" 

"  He  is  probably  out  of  hearing  of  your  threats,"  said 
the  elder  Philipson,  **  and  your  cries  avail  you  nothing. 
But  are  you  sure  the  Swiss  are  in  possession  of  the 
town  ?" 

"  We  are  peaceful  occupants  of  it,"  answered  the 
Landamman,  "  though  without  a  blow  given  on  our  side." 

"  Why,  then  said  the  Englishman,  "  your  followers  will 
soon  find  you  out.  Arthur  and  I  are  paltry  ciphers,  and 
our  absence  might  easily  pass  over  unobserved  ;  but  you 
are  too  important  a  figure  not  to  be  missed  and  looked 
after,  when  the  sum  of  your  number  is  taken." 

"  I  well  hope  it  will  prove  so,"  said  the  Landamman, 
"  though  methinks  I  show  but  scurvily,  shut  up  here  like 
a  cat  in  a  cupboard  when  he  has  been  stealing  cream. — 
Arthur,  my  brave  boy,  dost  thou  see  no  means  of  shoot- 
ing back  the  bolt  ?" 

Arthur,  who  had  been  minutely  examining  the  lock, 
replied  in  the  negative  ;  and  added,  that  they  must  take 
patience    perforce,  and  arm  themselves  to  wait  calmly 
their  deliverance,  which  they  could  do  nothing  to  acceJ 
erate. 
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Arnold  Biederman,  however,  felt  somewhat  severely 
the  neglect  of  his  sons  and  companions. 

**  All  my  youths,  uncertain  whether  I  am  alive  or  dead, 
are  taking  the  opportunity  of  my  absence,  doubtless,  for 
pillage  and  license — and  the  politic  Rudolph,  I  pre- 
sume, cares  not  if  I  should  never  reappear  on  the 
stage — the  Banneret,  and  the  white-bearded  fool  Bon- 
stetten,  who  calls  me  his  friend — every  neighbour  has 
deserted  me — and  yet  they  know  that  I  am  anxious  for 
the  safety  of  the  most  insignificant  of  them  all,  as  dearer 
to  me  than  my  own.  By  heavens  !  it  looks  like  strata- 
gem ;  and  shows  as  if  the  rash  young  men  desired  to  get 
rid  of  a  rule  too  regular  and  peaceful,  to  be  pleasing  to 
those  who  are  eager  for  war  and  conquest." 

The  Landamman,  fretted  out  of  his  usual  serenity  of 
temper,  and  afraid  of  the  misbehaviour  of  his  country- 
men in  his  absence,  thus  reflected  upon  his  friends  and 
companions,  while  the  distant  noise  soon  died  away  into 
the  most  absolute  and  total  silence. 

"  What  i$  to  do  now  ?"  said  Arthur  Philipson.  "  I 
trust  they  will  take  the  opportunity  of  quiet  to  go 
through  the  roll-call,  and  enquire  then  who  are  amissing." 

It  seemed  as  if  the  young  man's  wish  had  some  effica- 
cy, for  he  had  scarce  uttered  it  before  the  lock  was 
turned,  and  the  door  set  ajar  by  some  one  who  escaped 
up  stairs  from  behind  it,  before  those  who  were  set  at 
liberty  could  obtain  a  glance  of  their  deliverer. 

"It  is  the  jailer,  doubtless,"  said  the  Landamman, 
"  who  may  be  apprehensive,  as  he  has  some  reason,  that 
we  might  prove  more  incensed  at  our  detention  in  the 
dungeon,  than  grateful  for  our  deliverance  " 

As  they  spoke  thus  they  ascended  the  narrow  stau:s, 
and  issued  from  the  door  of  the  Gate-house  tower,  where 
a  singular  spectacle  awaited  them.  The  Swiss  Deputies, 
and  their  escort,  still  remained  standing  fast  and  firm  on 
the  very  spot  where  Hagenbach  had  proposed  to  assail 
them.  A  few  of  the  late  Governor's  soldiers,  disarmed, 
tnd  cowering  from  the  rage  of  a  multitude  of  the  citi- 
Bens,  who  now   filled  the  streets,  stood  with  downcast 
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-ooks  behind  the  pbalanx  of  the  mountaineere,  as  their 
safest  place  of  retreat.     But  this  was  not  all. 

The  cars,  so  lately  placed  to  obstruct  the  passage  of 
the  street,  were  now  joined  together,  and  served  to  sup«- 
port  a  platfonn,  or  scaffold,  which  had  been  hastily  con- 
structed of  planks.  On  this  was  placed  a  chair,  in 
whic4i  sat  a  tall  man,  with  his  head,  neck,  and  sbouklen 
bare,  the  rest  of  his  body  clothed  in  bright  armour.  His 
countenance  was  as  pale  as  death,  yet  young  Philipson 
recognised  the  hard-hearted  Governor,  Sir  Archibald  de 
Hagenbach.  He  appeared  to  be  bound  to  the  chair. 
On  his  right,  and  close  beside  him,  stood  the  Priest  of 
Saint  PauPs  muttering  prayers,  with  his  breviary  in  his 
hand  ;  while  on  his  left,  and  somewhat  behind  the  cap- 
tive, appeared  a  tall  man,  attired  in  red,  and  leaning  with 
both  hands  on  the  naked  sword,  which  has  been  describ* 
ed  on  a  former  occasion.  The  instant  that  Arnold  Bie* 
derman  appeared,  and  before  the  Landamman  could  open 
his  lips  •  to  demand  the  meaning  of  what  he  saw,  the 
priest  drew  back,  the  executioner  stepped  forward,  the 
sword  was  brandished,  the  blow  was  struck,  and  the  vic- 
tim's head  rolled  on  the  scafibld.  A  general  acclamation 
and  clapping  of  hands,  like  that  by  which  a  crowded 
theatre  approves  of  some  well-graced  performer,  fol- 
lowed this  feat  of  dexterity.  WhiJe  the  headless  corpse 
shot  streams  from  the  arteries  which  tvere  drunk  up  by 
the  saw-dust  that  strewed  the  scaffold,  the  execution^ 
gracefully  presented  himself  alternately  at  the  four  cor- 
ners of  the  stage,  modestly  bowing,  as  lifae  mnlthade 
greeted  him  with  cheers  of  apprdbation. 

"  Nobles,  knights,  gentlemen  of  free-bom  blood,  and 
good  citizens,"  he  said,  "  who  have  assisted  at  this  act 
of  high  justice,  I  pray  you  to  bear  me  witness  that  this 
judgment  hath  been  executed  after  the  form  of  the  sen- 
tence, at  one  hlow,  and  without  stroke  missed  or  re-* 


The  acclamations  were  reiterated. 
"  Long    live  our   Scharfgerichter   Stehiemherz,   and 
many  a  tyrant  may  he  do  his  duty  on  !'* 
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^  NoUe  friends/'  said  the  executioner,  with  the  deep^ 
est  oheisance,  '<  I  have  yet  another  word  to  say,  and  it 
must  be  a  proud  one. — God  be  gracious  to  the  soul  of 
this  good  and  noble  knight,  Sir  Archibald  de  Hagenbach. 
He  was  the  patron  of  my  youth,  and  my  guide  to  the 
path  of  honour.  Eight  steps  have  I  made  towards  free^ 
dom  and  nobility  on  the  heads  of  freebom  knights  and 
nobles,  who  have  fallen  by  his  authority  and  command ; 
and  the  ninth,  by  which  1  have  attained  it,  is  upon  his 
own,  in  grateful  memory  of  which  1  will  expend  this 
purse  of  gold,  which  but  an  hour  since  he  bestowed  on 
me,  in  masses  for  his  soul.  Gentlemen,  noble  friends, 
and  now  my  equals,  La  Ferette  has  lost  a  nobleman,  and 
gained  one.  Our  Lady  be  gracious  to  the  departed 
knight.  Sir  Archibald  de  Hagenbach,  and  bless  and  pros- 
per the  progress  of  Stephen  Steinernherz  von  Blnt- 
sacker,  now  free  and  noble  of  right !"  ^ 

With  that  he  took  the  feather  out  of  the  cap  of  the 
deceased,  which,  soiled  with  the  blood  of  the  weflirer,  lay 
near  his  body  upon  the  scaffold,  and,  putting  it  into  his 
own  official  bonnet,  received  the  homage  of  the  crowd  in 
loud  huzzas,  wliich  were  partly  in  earnest,  partly  in  ridi- 
oule  of  such  an  unusual  transformation. 

Arnold  Biederman  at  length  found  breath,  which  the 
extremity  of .  surprise  had  at  first  denied  him.  Indeed, 
the  whole  execution  had  passed  much  too  rapidly  for  the 
possibility  of  his  interference. 

"  Who  has  dared  to  act  this  tragedy  ?"  he  said  indig* 
nantly ;  '^  And  by  what  right  has  it  taken  place  ?'' 

A  cavalier,  richly  dressed  in  blue,  replied  to  the 
question-^ 

^'  The  iiee  citizens  of  Bale  have  acted  for  themselves, 
^  as  the  &thers  of  Swiss  liberty  set  them  an  example ; 
and  the  tyrant,  De  Hagenbach,  has  fallen  by  the  same 
iight  which  put  to  death  the  tyrant  Geysler.  We  bore 
with  him  till  his  cup  was  brimming  over,  and  then  we 
hore  no  longer." 

« I  say  not  but  that  be  deserved  death,"  replied  the 
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Land^oaman  ;  '<  bul  fer  your  own  sake  and  for  ours,  you 
should  have  forborne  him  till  the  Duke's  pleasure  wan 
known." 

"  What  tell  you  us  of  the  Duke  ?"  answered  Leurem 
Neipperg,  the  same  blue  cavaUer  whom  Arthur  had  seen 
at  the  secret  rendezvous  c^  the  Balese  youth,  b  compa- 
ny with  Rudolph,—"  Why  talk  you  of  Burgundy  to  us, 
who  are  none  of  his  subjects  ?  The  Emperor,  our  only 
rigbtfiil  lord  had  no  title  to  pawn  the  town  and  fortifica* 
tions  of  La  Ferette,  being  as  it  is. a  dependency  of  Bile, 
to  the  prejudice  of  our  free  city.  He  might  have  pledg- 
ed the  revenue  indeed  ;  and  supposing  him  to  have  done 
so,  the  debt  has  been  paid  twice  over  by  the  exactions 
'levied  by  yonder  oppressor,  who  ^as  now  received  his 
due.  But  pass  on,  Landamman  of  Unterwaldeu.  If 
our  actic»is  displease  you,  abjure  them  at  the  footstool  of 
the  Duke  of  Bui^undy  ;  but,  in  doing  so,  abjure  the 
inemory  of  William  Tell,  and  Staufbacher,  of  Furst,  and 
Melchtal,tbe  fathers  of  Swiss  freedom.'.' 

**  You  speak  truth,"  said  the  Landamman  ;  "  but  it  is 
m  an  ill-chosen  and  unhappy  time.  Patience  would  have 
remedied  your  evils,  which  none  felt  more  deeply,  or 
would  have  redressed  more  willingly,  than  L  But  O, 
imprudent  young  pian,  you  have  thrown  a»de  the  mod<« 
esty  of  your  age,  and  tbe  subjection  you  owe  to  your 
elders*  William  Tell  and  his  brethren  were  m«m  of 
years  and  judgment,  husbands  and  fathers,  having  a  right 
to  be  heard  in  council,  and  to  be  foremost  in  action. 
Enough — I  leave  it  with /the  fathers  and  senators  of  your 
own  city,  to  acknowledge  or  to  reprove  your  actions. — 
But  you,  my  friends, — ^you,  Banneret  of  Berne, — you, 
Rudolph, — above  all,  you,  Nicholas  Bonstetten,  my  com- 
rade  and  my  friend,  why  did  you  not  take  this  miserable 
man  under  your  protection  ?  The  action  would  have 
shown  Burgundy,  that  we  were  slandered  by  thos#  irho 
have  declared  us  desirous  of  seeking  a  quarrel  with  liim, 
or  of  inciting  his  subjects  to  revolt.  Now,  all  these 
pre^dices  will  be  confirmed  in  the  minds  of  men,  natu« 
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rally  more  tenaeioos  of  evil  iiDpfeatkins  than  of  thofii* 
which  are  favourable." 

"  As  I  live  by  bread,  good  gossip  and  neighbour^^ 
answered  Nicholas  Bonstetten,  '<  I  thought  toobey  yourin- 
junctionstoattttle;  so  mucbsO)  that  I  onc^thought  of  break- 
ing in  and  protecting  the  man,  when  Rudolph  Donnerhugel 
reminded  me  that  your  last  orders  were,  to  stand  firm, 
and  let  the  men  ot  Bale  answer  for  their  own  actions  ; 
and  surely,  said  I  to  myself,  my  gossip  Arnold  knows 
better  than  all  of  us  what  is  fitting  to  be  done." 

''  Ah,  Rudolph,  Rudolph,"  said  the  Landamman, 
loc^ng  on  him  with  a  displeaseil  countenance,  ^  wert 
thou  not  ashamed  thus  to  deceive  an  old  man  ?" 

<'  To  say  I  deceived  him  is  a  hard  charge  ;  but  from* 
you,  Landamman,"  answered  the  Bernese,  with  his  usual 
deference,  "  I  can  bear  any  thing.  I  will  owly  say,  thaft, 
being  a  member  of  this  embassy,  I  am  obliged  to  think, 
and  to  give  my  opinion  as  such,  especially  wlien  'he  is 
not  present  who  is  wise  enough  to  lead  and  direct  tts  all.^' 

"  Thy  words  are  always  ftiir,  Rudolph,"  replied  Ar- 
nold Biederman,  <'  and  1  trust  so  is  thy  meaning.  Yeft 
there  are  times  when  I  somewhat  doubt  it. — ^But  let  dis- 
putes pass,  and  let  me  have  your  advice,  my  friends  ; 
and  for  that  purpose  go  we  where  it  may  best  profit  us, 
even  to  tbe  church,  where  we  will  first  return  our  thanks 
for  our  deliverance  from  assassination,  and  then  hold 
counsel  what  next  is  to  be  done." 

The  landamman  led  the  way,  accordingly,  to  the 
church  of  Su  Paufs,  while  his  companions  and  asso- 
ciates followed  in  their  order.  This  gave  Rudolph,  who, 
as  youngest,  suffered  the  others  to  precede  him,  an  oppor- 
tunity to  beckon  to  him  the  Landamman's  eldest  son, 
Rudiger,  and  whisper  to  him  to  get  rid  of  the  two  Eng- 
lish merchants. 

'♦Away  with  them,  my  dear  Rudiger,  by  fair  means, 
if  pds»ble  ;  bat  away  with  them  directly.  Thy  father 
IS  besotted  with  these  two  English  pedlars,  and  will  listen 
(o  no  other  counsel ;  and  thou  and  I  know,  dearest  Ru- 
iliger,  that  such  mea  as  these  are  unfit  lo  give  laws  to 
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fiee-born  Switzers.  Get  the  trumpery  they  have  been 
robbed  of,  or  as  much  of  it  as  is  extant,  together  as  fast 
as  thou  canst,  and  send  them  a-travelling  in  Hteven*s 
name." 

Rudiger  nodded  intelligently,  and  went  to  o&r  his 
services  to  expedite  the  departure  of  the  elder  Philipson. 
He  found  the  sagacious  merchant  as  desirous  to  escape 
from  the  scene  of  confusion  now  presented  in  the  town, 
as  the  young  Swiss  could  be  to  urge  his  departure.  He 
only  waited  to  recover  the  casket  of  which  De  Hagen- 
bach  bad  possessed  himself,  and  Rudiger  Biedennan  set 
on  foot  a  strict  search  after  it,  which  was  the  more  likely 
to  be  successful,  that  the  simplicity  of  the  Swiss  prevent- 
ed them  from  setting  the  true  value  upon  its  contents.  A 
strict  and  hasty  search  was  immediately  instituted,  both 
<m  the  person  of  the  dead  De  Hagenbach,  on  which  the 
precious  packet  was  not  to  be  found,  and  on  all  who  had 
approached  him  at  his  execution,  or  were  supposed  to 
enjoy  his  confidence. 

Young  Arthur  Philipson  would  gladly  have  availed 
oimself  of  a  few  moments  to  bid  farewell  to  Anne  of 
Geierstein.  But  the  grey  wimple  was  no  longer  seen  in 
the  ranks  of  the  Switzers,  and  it  was  reasonable  to  think, 
that,  in  the  confusion  which  followed  the  execution  of  De 
Hagenbach,  and  the  retreat  of  the  leaders  of  the  little  bat- 
talion, she  had  made  her  escape  into  some  of  the  adjacent 
houses,  while  the  soldiers  around  her,  no  longer  restrained  >by 
the  presence  of  their  chiefs,  had  dispersed,  some  to  search 
for  the  goods  of  which  the  Englishmen  had  been  de* 
spoiled,  others  doubtless  to  mingle  with  and  join  in  the 
rejoicings  of  the  victorious  youths  of  Bale,  and  of  those 
burghers  of  La  F^rette  by  whom  the  fbrtifioatioBS  ^f  the 
town  bad  been  so  gently  surrendered. 

The  cry  amongst  them  was  universal,  that  Brisach,  ^ 
long  considered  as  the  curb  of  the  Swiss  confederates, 
and  the  barrier  against  their  commerce,  should  henceforth 
be  garrisoned,  as  their  protection  against  tiie  encroach- 
ments arid  exactions  of  the  Duke  of  Burgundy  and  his 
officers.     The  whole  town  was  in  a  wild  but  joyful  jubi- 
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lee,  while  the  citisens  vied  w'ltb  each  other  id  oflfeiing 
to  the  Swiss  every  species  of  refresbineot,  and  the  youtl^ 
who  attended  upon  the  mission  hurried  gaily,  and  in  tri- 
umph, to  profit  by  the  circumstances,  which  had  so  un* 
expectedly  converted  the  ambuscade  so  treacherously 
laid  for  them,  into  a  genial  and  joyous  reception. 

Amid  this  scene  of  confusion,  it  was  impossible  for 
Arthur  to  quit  his  father,  even  to  satisfy  the  feelings 
which  induced  him  to  wish  for  a  few  moments  at  his 
own  disposal.  Sad,  thoughtful,  and  sorrowful,  amid  the 
general  joy,  he  remained  with  the  parent  whom  he  had 
3o  much  reason  to  love  and  honour,  to  assist  him  m  secur- 
ing and  placing  on  their  mule  the  various  packages  and 
bales  which  the  honest  Switzers  had  recovered  after  the 
death  of  De  Hagenbach,  and  which  they  emulated  each 
other  in  bringing  to  their  rightful  owner ;  while  they  were 
with  difficulty  prevailed  on  to  accept  the  guerdon  which 
the  Englishman,  trom  the  means  which  he  had  still  left 
upon  his  person,  was  disposed  not  merely  to  offer,  but  to 
force  upon  the  restorers  of  his  property,  and  which,  in 
their  rude  and  simple  ideas,  seemed  greatly  to  exceed 
the  value  of  what  they  had  recovered  for  him. 

This  scene  had  scarcely  lasted  ten  or  fifteen  minutes, 
when  Rudolph  Donnerhugel  approached  the  elder  Philip- 
son,  and  in  a  tone  of  great  courtesy  invited  him  to  join 
the  council  of  the  Chiefs  of  the  Embassy  of  the  Swiss 
Cantons,  who,  he  said,  were  desirous  of  having  the  advan- 
tage of  his  experience  upon  some  important  questions 
respecting  their  conduct  on  these  unexpected  occurrences. 

**  See  to  our  afiairs,  Arthur,  and  stir  not  from  the  spot 
on  which  I  leave  you,"  said  Philipson  to  his  son.  "  Look 
especially  after  the  sealed  packet  of  which  I  was  so  infa- 
mously  and  illegally  robbed  ;  its  recovery  is  of  the  utmost 
consequence." 

.  So  speaking,  he  instantly  prepared  himself  to  attend 
the  Bernese,  who  in  a  confidential  manner,  whispered,  as 
be  went  arm-in-arm  with  him  towards  the  church  of  St. 
Paul's,— 
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"  I  think  a  man  of  your  wisdom  will  scaice  advise  us 
io  trust  ourselves  to  the  mood  of  the  Duke  of  Burgundy, 
when  he  was  received  such  an  injury  as  the  loss  of  this 
fortress,  and  ,the  execution  of  his  officer.  You,  at  least, 
would  be  too  judicious  to  afford  us  any  faither  the  advan- 
tage of  your  company  and  society,  since  to  do  so  would 
be  wilfully  to  engage  in  our  shipwreck." 

"  I  will  give  my  best  advice,"  answered  Philipsou, 
<^  when  I  shall  be  more  particularly  acquainted  with  the 
circumstances  under  which  it  is  asked  of  me." 

Rudolph  muttered  an  oath,  or  angry  exclamation,  and 
led  Philipson  to  the  church  without  farther  argument. 

In  a  small  chapel  adjoining  to  the  church,  and  dedi- 
cated to  St.  Magnus  the  Martyr,  the  four  deputies  were 
assembled  in  close  conclave,  around  the  shrine  in  which 
the  sainted  hero  stood,  armed  as  when  he  lived.  The 
priest  of  St.  Paul's  was  also  present,  and  seemed  to  in- 
terest himself  deeply  in  the  debate  which  was  taking 
place.  When  Philipson  entered,  all  were  for  a  moment 
silent,  until  the  Landamman  addressed  him  thus  :-^ 
"  Signior  Philipson,  we  esteem  you  a  man  far  travelled, 
well  versed  in  the  manners  of  foreign  lands,  and  acquaint- 
ed with  the  conditions  of  this  Duke  Charles  of  Burgundy  ; 
you  are  therefore  fit  to  advise  us  in  a  matter  of  great 
weight.  You  know  with  what  anxiety  we  go  on  this 
mission  for  peace  with  the  Duke ;  you  also  know  what 
has  this  day  happened,  which  may  probably  be  repre- 
sented to  Charles  in  the  worst  colours  ; — would  you  advise 
us,  in  such  a  case,  to  proceed  to  the  Duke's  presence, 
with  the  odium  of  this  action  attached  to  us  ;  or  sIkmjIcI 
we  do  better  to  return  home,  and  prepare  for  war  with 
Burgundy  ?" 

'^  How  do  your  own  opinions  stand  on  the  subject  ?" 
said  the  cautious  Englishman* 

"  We  are  divided,"  answered  the  Banneret  of  Berne. 

— "  I  have  borne  the   banner  of  Berne  against  her  foes 

for  thirty  years  ;  1  am  more  willing  to  carry  it  against  the 

lances  of  the  knights  of  Hainault  and  Lorraine,  than  to- 
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undergo  the  rude  treatment  which  we  must  look  to  meet 
at  the  footstool  of  the  Duke." 

<*  We  put  our  heads  in  the  lion's  mouth  if  we  go  for- 
ward," said  Zimmerman  of  Soleure  ; — "my  opinion  is, 
that  we  draw  hack," 

"  I  would  not  advise  retreat,"  said  Rudolph  Donner- 
hugel,  "  were  my  life.edone  concerned  ;  hut  the  Landam- 
man  of  Unterwalden  is  the  father  of  the  United  Cantons, 
and  it  would  he  panicide  if  1  consented  to  put  his  life  in 
peril.  My  advice  is,  that  we  return,  and  that  the  Con- 
federacy stand  on  their  defence." 

"  My  opinion  is  different/'  said  Arnold  Biederman ; 
"  nor  will  1  forgive  any  man,  who,  whether  in  sincere  or 
feigned  friendship,  places  my  poor  life  in  the  scale  with 
the  advantage  of  the  Cantons.  If  we  go  forward,  we 
risk  our  heads — be  it  so.  But  if  we  turn  back,  we  involve 
our  country  in  war  with  a  power  of  the  first  magnitude  in 
Europe.  Worthy  citizens  !  you  are  brave  in  fight, — 
show  your  fortitude  as  boldly  now  ;  and  let  us  not  hesitate 
to  incur  such  personal  danger  as  may  attend  ourselves, 
if  by  doing  so  we  can  gain  a  chance  of  peace  for  our 
country." 

"  ]  think  and  vote  with  my  neighbour  and  gossip,  Ar- 
nold Biederman,"  said  the  laconic  deputy  from  Schwitz. 

"  You  hear  how  we  are  divided  in  opinion,"  said  the 
Landamman  to  Philipson  ;  "  What  is  your  opinion  ?'* 

"  I  would  first  ask  of  you,"  said  the  Englishman, 
"  what  has  been  your  part  in  this  storming  of  a  town 
occupied  by  the  Duke's  forces,  and  putting  to  death  bis 
Governor  ?" 

"  So  hdp  me.  Heaven  !"  said  the  Liandamman,  "  as  I 
knew  not  of  any  purpose  of  storming  the  town  until  it 
unexpectedly  took  place." 

"  And  for  the  execution  of  De  Hagenbach,"  said  the 
Black  Priest, "  I  swear  to  you,  stranger,  by  my  holy  order, 
that  it  took  place  under  the  directicm  of  a  competent 
court,  whose  sentence  Charles  of  Burgundy  himself  is 
bound  to  respect,  and  whose  proceedings  the  deputies  of 
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the  Swiss  missioii  ceuld  seitiMr  have  advanced  nor  fe- 
tarded." 

<<  If  such  be  the  case,  and  if  jou  can  reafly  prove  your- 
selves free  0(  these  proceedings,"  answered  Philipson, 
"  which  must  needs  be  highly  resented  by  the  Duke  of 
Burgundy,  I  would  advise  you  by  all  means  to  proceed 
upon  your  journey  ;  with  the  certainty  that  you  will  ob- 
tain from  that  pnnce  a  just  and  impartial  hearing,  and  it 
may  be  a  favourable  answer.  I  know  Charles  of  Bur- 
gundy ;  I  may  even  say  that,  our  diflerent  ranks  and 
walks  of  life  considered,  I  know  him  well.  He  will  be 
deeply  incensed  by  the  first  tidings  of  what  has  here 
chanced,  wliich  he  will  no  doubt  interpret  to  your 
disfavour.  But  if,  in  the  course  of  investigation,  you 
are  able  to  clear  yourselves  of  these  foul  imputations,  a 
sense  of  his  own  injustice  may  perhaps  turn  the  balance 
in  your  favour,  and  in  that  case,  he  will  rush  from  the 
excess  of  censure  into  that  of  indulgence.  But  your 
cause  must  be  firmly  stated  to  the  Duke,  by  some  tongue 
better  acquainted  with  the  language  of  courts  than  yours ; 
and  such  a  friendly  interpreter  might  I  have  proved  to 
you,  had  I  not  been  plundered  of  the  valuable  packet 
which  I  bore  with  me  in  order  to  present  to  the  Duke,  and 
in  testimony  of  my  commission  to  him." 

"  A  paltry  fetch,"  whispered  Donnerhugel  to  the  Ban- 
neret, <<  that  the  t^der  may  obtain  from  us  satisfaction  for 
the  goods  of  which  he  has  been  plundered." 

The  Landamman  himself  was  perhaps  for  the  moment 
of  the  same  opinion. 

"  Merchant,"  he  said,  '^-we  hold  ourselves  bound  to 
make  good  to  you, — that  is,  if  our  substance  can  effect 
it, — ^whatever  loss  you  may  have  sustained,  trusting  to 
our  protection." 

"  Ay,  that  we  will,"  said  the  old  man  of  Schwitz, 
"  should  it  cost  us  twenty  zechins  to  make  it  good." 

"  To  your  guarantee  of  immunity  I  can  have  no  claim," 
sjud  Philipson,  "  seeing  I  parted  company  with  you  before 
[  sustained  any  loss.  And  I  regret  the  loss,  not  so  much 
for  its  value,  although  that  is  greater  than  you  may  fancy  ; 
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but  chiefly  because,  that  the  contents  of  ibe  casket  I  bora 
being  a  token  betwixt  a  person  of  considerable  unpoc" 
tance  and  the  Duke  of  Burgundy >J  shall  not,  I  fear,  now 
that  I  am  deprived  of  them,  receive  from  bit  grace  that 
credence  which  J  desire,  both  for  my  own  sake  and  yours. 
Without  them,  and  speaking  only  in  the  person  of  a  pri- 
vate traveller,  I  may  not  take  upon  me  as  I  might  have 
done,  when  using  the  names  of  the  persons  whose  man- 
dates I  carried." 

<'  This  important  packet,"  said  the  Landamman,  "  shall 
be  most  rigorously  sought  for,  and  carefully  re-delivered 
to  thee.  For  ourselves,  not  a  Swiss  of  us  knows  the 
value  of  its  contents  ;  so  that  if  they  are  in  the  hands 
of  any  of  our  men,  they  will  be  returned  of  course  a<< 
baubles,  upon  which  they  set  no  value." 

As  he  spoke,  there  was  a  knocking  at  the  door  of  the 
chapel.  Rudolph,  who  stood  nearest  to  it,  having  held 
some  communication  with  those  without,  observed  with  a 
smile,  which  he  instantly  repressed,  lest  it  had  given 
otknce  to  Arnold  Biederman, — "  It  is  Sigismund,  the 
good  youth — Shall  I  admit  him  to  our  council  ?" 

"  To  what  purpose,  poor  simple  lad  ?"  said  his  father, 
with  a  sorrowful  smile. 

"  Yet  let  me  undo  the  door,"^  said  Philipson  ;  "  he  is 
anKious  to  enter,  and  perhaps  he  brings  news.  I  have 
observed,  Landamman,  that  the  young  man,  though  with 
slowness  of  ideas  and  expression,  is  strong  in  his  princi- 
ples, and  sometimes  happy  in  his  conceptions." 

He  admitted  Sigismund  accordingly  ;  while  Arnold 
Biederman  felt,  on  the  one  hand,  the  soothing  compliment 
which  PhilipscMi  had  paid  to  a  boy,  certainly  the  dullest 
of  his  family,  and,  on  the  other,  feared  some  public  dis- 
play of  his  son's  in6rmity,  or  lack  of  understanding. 
Sigismund,  however,  seemed  all  confidence ;  and  he  cer- 
tainly had  reason  to  be  so,  since,  as  the  shortest  mode  of 
explanation,  he  presented  to  Philipson  the  necklace  of 
diamonds,  with  the  casket  in  which  it  liad  been  deposited 

<<  Thb  pretty  thmg  is  yours,"  he  said.   <<  1  understand 
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lo  much  from  your  son  Arthur,  who  telk  me  yoa  will  be 

glad  to  have  it  again." 

"  Most  cordially  do  I  thank  you,"  said  the  mercbanU 
'^  The  necklace  is  certainly  miue  ;  that  is,  the  packet  of 
which  it  foraied  the  contents  was  under  my  charge ;  and 
it  is  at  this  moment  of  greater  additional  value  to  me  than 
even  its  actual  worth,  since  it  serves  as  my  pledge  and 
token  for  the  performance  of  an  important  mission. — And 
how,  my  young  friend,"  he  continued,  addressing  Sigis- 
mund,  "  have  you  been  so  fortunate  as  to  recover  what 
we  have  sought  for  hitherto  m  vain  ?  Let  me  return  my 
best  acknowledgments  ;  and  do  not  think  me  over-curious 
if  I  ask  how  it  reached  you  ?" 

'<  For  that  matter,"  said  Sigismund,  <<  the  story  is  soon 
told.  I  had  planted  myself  as  near  the  scafibld  as  I  could, 
having  never  beheld  an  execution  before  ;  and  I  observed 
the  executioner,  wiio  I  thought  did  his  duty  very  cleverly, 
just  in  the  moment  that  he  spread  a  cloth  over  the  body 
of  De  Hagenbach,  snatch  something  from  the  dead  man's 
bosom,  and  huddle  it  hastily  into  hb  own  ;  so,  when  the 
rumour  arose  that  an  article  of  value  was  araissing,  I 
hurried  in  quest  of  the  fellow.  I  found  he  had  bespoke 
masses  to  the  extent  of  a  hundred  crowns  at  the  high 
altar  of  St.  Paul's  ;  and  I  traced  him  to  the  tavern  of 
the  village,  where  some  ill-looking  men  were  joyously 
drinking  to  him  as  a  free  citizen  and  a  nobleman.  So  I 
stepped  in  amongst  them  with  my  partisan,  and  demanded 
of  his  lordship  either  to  surrender  to  me  what  he  had  thus 
possessed  himself  of,  or  to  try  the  weight  of  the  weapon 
1  carried.  His  lordship,  my  Lord  Hangman,  hesitated, 
and  was  about  to  make  a  brawl.  But  I  was  something 
peremptory,  and  so  he  judged  it  best  to  give  me  the  par- 
cel, which  I  trust  you,  Signior  Philipson,  will  find  safe 
and  entire  as  it  was  taken  from  you.  And — and — I  left 
them  to  conclude  their  festivities — and  that  is  the  whole 
of  the  story." 

"  Thou  art  a  brave  lad,"  said  Philipson  ;  "  aad  with  a 
heart  always  right,  the  head  can  seldom  be  far  wrong. 
But  the  church  shall  not  lose  its  dues,  and   I  take  it  on 
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myself,  ere  V  leave*  La  Ferette,  to  paf  for  the  masses 
which  the  man  had  ordered  for  the  sake  of  De  HageD- 
b^h's  soul,  snatched  froin  the  world  so  unexpectedly." 

Sigtsmond  was  about  to  reply  ;  but  Pliilipson,  fearing 
be  might  bring  out  some  foolery  to  diminish  the  sense 
which  his  father  had  so  joyously  entertained  of  his  late 
conduct,  immediately  added,  ^^  Hie  away,  my  good  youth, 
and  give  to  my  son  Arthur  this  precious  casket." 

'  With  simple  exultation  at  receiving  applause  to  which 
he  was  little  accustomed,  Si^mund  todc  his  leave,  and 
the  council  were  once  more  left  to  their  own  privacy. 

There  was  a  moment's  silence ;  for  the  Landamman 
could  not  overcome  the  feeling  of  exquisite  pleasure  at 
the  sagacity  which  poor  Sigismand,  whose  general  con- 
duct waiTanted  no  such  expectations,  had  displayed  on 
the  present  occasion,  it  was  not,  however,  a  feeling  to 
which  circumstances  permitted  him  to  give  vent,  and  he 
reserved  it  for  his  own  secret  enjoyment,  as  a  solace  to 
the  anxiety  which  he  had  hitherto  entertained  concern- 
ing the  limited  intellect  of  this  simple-minded  young 
man.  When  he  spoke,  it  was  to  PhiHpson,  with  the  usual 
candour  and  manliness  of  his  character. 

"  Signior  Philipson,"  he  said,  "  we  will  hold  you  bound 
by  no  offer  which  you  made  while  these  glittering  matters 
were  out  of  your  possession  ;  because  a  man  may  often 
think,  that  if  he  were  in  such  and  such  a  situation,  be 
woujd  be  able  to  achieve  ceitain  ends,  which,  that  position 
being  attained,  he  may  find  himself  unable  to  accomplish. 
But  I  now  ask  you,  whether,  having  thus  fortunately  and 
unexpectedly  regained  possession  of  what  you  say  will 
give  you  certain  credence  with  the  Duke  of  Burgundy, 
you  conceive  yourself  entitled  to  mediate  with  him  on  our 
behalf,  as  you  formerly  proposed  ?" 

All  bent  forward  to  hear  the  merchant's  answer. 

"  Landamman,"  he  replied,  "  I  never  spoke  the  word 
in  difficulty  which  I  was  not  ready  to  redeem  when  tnat 
difficulty  was  removed.  You  say,  and  I  believe,  that  you 
had  no  concern  with  this  storming  of  La  Ferette.  You 
say  also,  that  the  life  of  De  Hagenbach  was  taken  by  a 
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judicature  over  which  you. had  do  coatroly.and  exeicised 
none — ^let  a  protocol  be  drawn  up,  averring  these  circom* 
stances.,  and,  as  far  as  possible,  proving  them.  Intnist  it 
to  me, — ^under  seal  if  you  will, — and  if  such  points  be 
established,  I  will  pledge  my  word  as  a^^-^as  a— as  an 
honest  man  and  a  true-bom  Englishman,  that  the  Duke 
of  Burgundy  will  neither  detain  nor  offer  you  any  personal 
injury.  I  also  hope  to  show  to  Charles  strong  and  weighty 
reasons  why  a  league  of  friendship  betwixt  Burgundy 
and  the  United  Cantons  of  Helvetia  is,  on  bis  grace's 
part,  a  wise  and  generous  measure.  But  it  is  possible  1 
may  fail  in  this  last  jpoint ;  and  if  I  do,  I  shall  deeply 
grieve  for  it.  In  warranting  your  safe  passage  to  the 
Duke's  court,  and  your  safe  return  from  it  to  your  own 
country,  I  think  I  cannot  fail.  If  I  do,  my  own  life,  and 
that  of  my  beloved  and  only  child,  shall  pay  the  ransom 
for  my  excess  of  confidence  in  the  Duke's  justice  and 
honour." 

The  other  deputies  stood  silent,  and  looked  on  the  Lan- 
damman  ;  but  Rudolph  Donnerhugel  spoke. 

"  Are*  we  then  to  trust  our  own  lives,  and,  what  is  still 
dearer  to  us,  that  of  our  honoured  associate,  Arnold 
Biederman,  on  the  simple  word  of  a  foreign  trader?  We 
all  know,  the  temper  of  the  Duke,  and  how  vindictively 
and  relentlessly  he  has  ever  felt  towards  our  country  and 
its  interests.  Methinks  this  English  merchant  should  ex- 
press the  nature  of  his  interest  at  the  court  of  Burgundy 
more  plainly,  if  he  expects  us  to  place  such  implicit  re- 
liance in  it." 

"  That,  Signior  Rudolph  Donnerhugel,"  replied  the 
merchant,  "  1  find  myself  not  at  liberty  to  do.  I  pry  not 
into  your  secrets,  whether  they  belong  to  you  as  a  body 
or  as  individuals.  My  own  are  sacred.  If  I  consulted 
iny  own  safety  merely,  I  should  act  most  wisely  to  part 
company  with  you  here.  But  the  object  of  your  mission 
is  peace  ;  and  your  sudden  return,  after  what  has  chanced 
at  La  Ferette,  will  make  war  inevitable.  I  think  I  can 
assure  you  of  a  safe  and  free  audience  from  the  Duke, 
and  I  am  willing,  for  the  chance  of  securing  the  peace 
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of  ChnteDdom^  1o  enooonter  any  personal  peril  which 
may  attach  to  myself." 

*^  Say  DO  more,  worthy  PhilipsoD/'  said  the  Landaro- 
man ;  *^  thy  good  frith  is  undoubted  on  our  part,  and  ill 
luck  is  his  who  cannot  read  it  written  on  thy  manly  fore- 
head. We  go  fcrward,  then,  prepared  to  risk  our  own 
safety  at  the  hand  of  a  despotic  prince,  rather  than  leave 
undischarged  the  mission  which  our  country  has  intrusted 
us  with.  He  is  but  half  a  braTC  man  who  will  risk  his 
life  only  in  the  6eld  of  battle.  There  are  other  dangers, 
to  front  which  is  equally  honourable ;  and  since  the  weal 
of  Switierland  demancb  that  we  should  encounter  them, 
tiot  one  of  us  will  hesitate  to  take  the  risk." 

The  other  members  of  the  mission  bowed  in  assent, 
and  the  conclave  broke  up  to  prepare  for  then*  farther 
entrance  into  Burgundy. 


CHAPTER  XVIL 

Upon  the  inoaBtain's  heathery  tide, 

The  day's  latt  lastie  ehone, 
An<f  rich  with  many  a  radiant  hue, 

GleamM  gaily  on  the  Rhone. 

SouTHsr. 

The  English  merchant  was  now  much  consulted  by 
the  Swiss  Commissioners  in  all  their  motions.  He  ex- 
horted them  to  proceed  with  all  dispatch  on  their  journey, 
so  as  to  carry  to  the  Duke  their  own  account  of  the 
afiair  of  Brisach,  and  thus  anticipate  all  rumours  less 
favourable  to  their  conduct  on  the  occasion.  For  this 
purpose  Philipson  recommended  that  the  Deputies,  dis- 
missing their  escort,  whose  arms  and  numbers  might  give 
umbrage  and  suspicion,  while  they  were-  too  few  for  de- 
fence, should  themselves  proceed  by  rapid  journeys  on 
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hcH^eback  towards  Dijon^  or  wh«*ever  the  Duke  might 
chance  to  be  for  the  time. 

This  proposal  was,  however,  formally  resisted  by  the 
very  person  who  had  hitherto  been  the  most  ductile  of 
the  party,  and  the  willing  echo  of  the  Landamman's 
pleasure,  Oo  the  present  occasion,  notwithstanding  that 
Arnold  Biederman  declared  the  advice  of  Phiiipson  ex- 
eellent)  Nicholas  Bonstetten  stood  in  absdute  and  insur- 
mountable opposition ;  because,  having  hitherto  trusted 
to  his  own  limbs  for  transporting  himself  to  and  fro  on  all 
occasions,  he  could  by  no  means  be  persuaded  to  commit 
himself  to  the  discretion  of  a  horse.  As  he  was  found  ob- 
stinately positive  on  this  subject,  it  was  Gnally  determined 
that  the  two  Englishmen  should  press  forward  on  their 
journey,  with  such  speed  as  they  might,  and  that  the  elder 
of  them  should  make  the  Duke  acquainted  with  so  much 
as  to  the  capture  of  La  Ferette,  as  he  had  himself  wit- 
nessed of  the  matter.  The  particulars  which  had  attended 
the  death  of  De  Hagenbach,  the  Landamman  assured 
him,  would  be  sent  to  the  Duke  by  a  person  of  confidence, 
whose  attestation  on  the  subject  could  not  be  doubted. 

This  course  was  adopted,  as  Phiiipson  expressed  his 
confidence  of  getting  an  early  and  private  audience  with 
bis  grace  of  Burgundy. 

"  My  best  intercession,"  he  said,  «  you  have  a  good 
right  to  reckon  upon  ;  and  no  one  cair1)ear  more  direct 
testimony  than  I  can,  to  the  ungovernable  cruelty  and 
rapacity  of  De  Hagenbach,  of  which  I  had  so  nearly  been 
the  victim.  But  of  his  trial  and  execution,  I  neither 
know  nor  can  tell  any  thing ;  and  as  Duke  Charles  is  sure 
to  demand  why  execution  was  done  upon  his  oflftcer  with- 
oat  an  appeal  to  his  own  tribunal,  it  will  be  well  that  you 
either  provide  me  with  such  facts  as  you  have  to  state, 
or  send  forward,  at  least,  as  speedily  as  possiMe,  the  evi- 
dent which  you  have  to  lay  before  him  on  that  most 
weighty  branch  of  the  subject." 

The  proposal  of  the  merchant  created  some  visible 
embarrassment  on  the  countenance  of  the  Swiss,  aitd  it 
23     VOL.  I. 
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was  wiib  obvious  hesiutiofi  that  Arnold  Biedermaui  lm¥« 
JDg  led  biiTi  aside,  addressed  him  io  a  whisper — 

"  My  good  friend,"  he  said,  ''  mysteries  are  in  genera] 
like  the  hateful  mists  which  disBgure  the  noblest  features 
of  nature ;  yet,  like  mists,  they  will  sometimes  intervene 
wlien  we  roost  desire  their  absence,  when  we  most  desire 
to  be  plain  and  explicit.  The  manner  of  De  Hagenbach'ls 
death,  you  saw — ^we  will  take  care  that  the  Duke  b  in« 
formed  of  the  authority  by  wliich  it  was  inflicted.  This 
is  all  that  I  can  at  present  tell  you  on  the  subject ;  and 
let  me  add,  that  the  less  you  speak  of  it  with  any  one, 
you  will  be  the  more  likely  to  escape  inconvenience." 

.  '<  Worthy  Landamman,"  said  the  Englishman,  ^*  I  also 
am  by  nature,  and  from  the  habits  of  my  country,  a  hater 
of  mysteries.  Yet,  such  is  my  firm  confidence  in  youi 
truth  and  honour,  that  you  shall  be  my  guide  in  these 
dark  and  secret  transactions,  even  as  amongst  the  mists 
and  precipices  of  your  native  land,  and  I  rest  contented 
in  either  case  to  place  unlimited  confidence  in  your  sa- 
gacity. Let  me  only  recommend  that  your  explanation 
with  Charles  be  instant,  as  well  as  clear  and  candid* 
Such  being  the  case,  1  trust  my  poor  interest  with  the 
Duke  may  be  reckoned  for  something  in  your  favour.  Here 
then  we  pait,  but,  as  I  trust,  soon  to  meet  again." 

The  elder  Philipson  now  rejoined  hb  son,  whom  he 
directed  to  hire  horses,  together  with  a  guide,  to  conduct 
them  with  all  speed  to  the  presence  of  the  Duke  of  Bur« 
gundy.  By  various  enquiries  in  the  town,  and  especially 
among  the  soldiers  of  the  slain  De  Hagenbach,  they  at 
length  learned  that  Charles  had  been  of  late  occupied  in 
taking  possession  of  Lorraine,  and,  being  now  suspicious 
of  unfiiendly  dispositions  on  the  part  of  the  Emperor  of 
Germany,  as  well  as  of  Sigismund  Duke  of  Austria,  had 
drawn  a  considerable  part  of  his  army  together  near  Stras* 
burg,  in  order  to  be  prepared  against  any  attempt  of  these 
princes,  or  of  the  Free  Imperial  Cities,  which  might  in- 
terfere with  his  course  of  conquest.  The  Duke  of  Bur 
gundy,  at  this  period,  well  deserved  his  peculiar  opitbet 
of  the  Bold,  since,  surrounded  by  enemies,  like  one  of 
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the  nobler  tnknals  of  the  chn.<k^j  i.t  y(  i  a-t(  lu.dut!,  by 
his  stern  and  daring  countenance,  noi  only  iLe  princes 
and  states  we  have  mentionedy  but  even  the  King  of 
France,  equally  powerful,  and  far  more  politic,  than 
himself. 

To  his  camp,  therefore,  the  English  travellers  bent 
their  way,  each  full  of  such  deep  and  melancholy  reflec- 
tion, as,  perhaps,  prevented  his  bestowing  much  attention 
on  the  other's  stsfte  of  mind.  They  rode  as  men  deeply 
immersed  in  their  own  thoughts,  and  with  less  intercoin'se 
than  had  been  usual  betwixt  them  on  their  former  jour* 
neys.  The  nobleness  of  the  elder  Philipson's  nature, 
and  his  respect  for  the  Landamman's  probity,  joined  with 
gratitude  for  his  hospitality,  had  prevented  him'  from 
separating  his  cause  from  that  of  the  Swiss  deputies,  noi 
did  he  now  repent  his  generosity  in  adhering  to  them. 
But  when  he  recollected  the  nature  and  importance  of 
the  persona]  afiairs  which  he  himself  bad  to  dispatch  with 
a  proud,  imperious,  and  irritable  prince,  he  could  not  but 
regret  the  circumstances  which  had  invdved  his  own  par- 
ticular mission,  of  so  much  consequence  to  himself  and 
his  friends,  with  that  of  persons  likely  to  be  so  highly 
olHioxious  to  the  Duke  as  Arnold  Biedernian  and  his  com- 
panions ;  and,  however  grateful  for  the  hospitality  of 
Geierstein,  he  regretted,  nevertheless,  the  circumstances 
which  had  obliged  him  to  accept  of  it; 

The  thoughts  of  Arthur  were  no  less  anxious.  He 
found  himself  anew  separated  from  the  object  to  which 
his  thoughts  were,  almost  against  his  own  will,  constantly 
returning.  And  this  second  separation  had  taken  fhce 
after  he  had  incurred  an  additional  load  of  gratitude,  and 
found  new,  as  well  as  more  mysterious  food  for  his  ardent 
imagination.  How  was  he  to  reconcile  the  character  and 
attributes  of  Anne  of  Geierstein,  whom  he  had  known  so 
gentle,  Candid,  pure,  and  simple,  with  those  gf  the  daugh- 
ter of  a  sage,  and  of  an  elementary  spirit,  to  whom  night 
was  as  day,  and  an  impervious  dungeon  the  same  as  the 
open  portico  of  a  temple  ?  Could  they  be  identified  as 
the  same  being  ?  or,  while  niriuly  alike  in  ahafie  flnd 
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lineament,  was  the  one  a  tenant  of  the  earth,  the  other 
only  a  phantom,  permitted  to  show  itself  among  those  of 
a  nature  in  which  she  did  not  partake  ?  Above  all,  must 
he  never  see  her  more,,  or  receive  from  her  own  lips  an 
explanation  of  the  mysteries  which  were  so  awfully  en- 
twined with  his  recollections  of  her?  Such  were  the 
questions  which  occupied  the  mind  of  the  younger  trav- 
eller, and  prevented  him  from  interrupting,  or  even 
observing,  the  reverie  in  which  his  father  was  plunged. 

Had  either  of  the  travellers  been  disposed  to  derive 
amusement  from  the  country  through  which  their  road 
lay,  the  vicinity  of  the  Rhine  was  well  qualified  to  afford 
it.  The  ground  on  the  left  bank  of  that  noble  river  is 
indeed  rather  flat  and*  tame  ;  and  the  mountains  of  Al- 
sace, a  ridge  of  which  sweeps  along  its  course,  do  not 
approach  so  near  as  greatly  to  vary  the  level  surface  of 
the  valley  which  divides  them  from  its  shores.  But  the 
broad  stream  itself,  hurrying  forward  with  dizzy  rapidity, 
and  rushing  around  the  islets  by  which  its  course  is  inter- 
rupted, is  one  of  the  most  majestic  spectacles  in  nature. 
The  right  bank  is  dignified  at  once,  and  adorned,  by  the 
numerous  eminences  covered  with  wood,  and  intersper- 
sed with  valleys,  which  constitute  the  district  so  well 
known  by  the  name  of  the  Black  Forest,  to  which  super- 
stidcHi  attached  so  many  terrors,  and  credulity  such  a 
variety  of  legends.  Terrors,  indeed,  it  had,  of  a  real 
and  existing  character.  The  old  castles,  seen  from  time 
to  time  on  the  banks  of  the  river  itself,  or  on  the  ravines 
and  large  brooks  which  flow  into  it,  were  then  no  pictur- 
esque ruins,  rendered  interesting  by  the  stories  which 
were  told  about  their  former  inhabitants,  but  constituted 
the  real  and  apparently  impregnable .  strongholds  of  that 
Robber-chivalry  whom  we  have  already  frequently  men- 
tioned, and  of  whom,  since  Goethe,  an  author  born  to 
arouse  the  skimbering  fame  of  his  country,  has^ilrama- 
tized  the  story  of  Goetz  of  Berlichingen,  we  have  had  so 
many  spirit-stirring  tales.  The  danger  attending '  the 
vicinity  of  these  fortresses  was  only  known  on  the  right, 
iir  Genoan  bank  of  the  Rhine,  for  the  breadth  and  aepth 
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of  that  noble  stream  e&ctually  prevented  any  foray  of 

iheir  inhabitants  from  reaching  Alsace.  The  former  was 
in  possession  of  the  Cities  or  Free  Towns  of  the  Em- 
pire, and  thus  the  feudal  tyranny  of  the  German  lords 
was  chiefly  exerted  at  the  expense  of  their  own  country- 
men, who,  irritated  and  exhausted  with  their  rapine  and 
oppression,  were  compelled  to  erect  barriers  against  it, 
of  a  nature  as  interesting  and  extraordinary,  as  were  the 
wrongs  from  which  they  endeavoured  to  protect  them- 
selves. 

But  the  left  bank  of  the  river,  over  great  part  of  which 
Charles  of  Burgundy  exercised  his  authority,  under  vari- 
ous characters,  was  under  the  regular  protection  of  the 
ordinary  magistrates,  who  were  supported  in  the  discharge 
of  their  duty  by  large  bands  of  mercenary  soldiers. 
These  were  maintained  by  Charles  out  of  his  private 
revenue ;  he,  as  well  as  his  rival  Louis,  and  other  prin- 
ces of  the  period,  having  discovered  that  the  feudal 
system  gave  an  inconvenient  degree  of  independence  to 
their  vassals,  and  thinking,  of  course,  that  it  was  better  to 
substitute  in  its  place  a  standing  array,  consisting  of  Free 
Companies,  or  soldiers  by  profession.  Italy  furnished 
most  of  these  bands,  which  composed  the  strength  of 
Charles's  army,  at  least  the  part  of  it  in  which  he  most 
trusted. 

Our  travellers,  therefore,  pursued  their  way  by  the 
banks  of  the  river,  in  as  great  a  degree  of  security  as 
could  well  be  enjoyed  in  that  violent  and  distracted  time, 
until  at  length,  the  father,  after  having  eyed  for  some 
time  the  person  whom  Arthur  had  hired  to  be  their 
guide,  suddenly  asked  of  his  son,  who  or  what  the  man 
was.  Arthur  replied,  that  he  had  been  too  eager  to  get  a 
person  who  knew  the  road,  and  was  willing  to  show  it,  to 
be  very  particular  in  enquiring  into  his  station  or  occupa- 
tion ;  but  that  he  thought,  from  tj^  man's  appearance,  he 
must  be  one  of  those  itinerant  ecclesiastics,  who  travel 
through  the  country  with  relics,  pardons,  and  other  relig- 
ious trinkets,  and  were  in  general  but  slightly  respected, 
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excepting  by  the  lower  orders,  on  whom  these  venders 
of  superstitious  wares  were  often  accused  of  practising 
gross  deceptions. 

Tiie  man's  appearance  was  rather  that  of  a  lay  devo- 
tee, or  palmer,  bound  on  his  pilgrimage  to  different 
shrines,  than  of  a  mendicant  friar,  or  questionary.  He 
wore  the  hat,  scrip,  staff,  and  coarse  dalmatic,  somewhat 
like  the  military  cloak  of  the  modem  hussar,  which  were 
used  by  such  persons  on  their  religious  peregrinations. 
Saint  Peter's  keys,  rudely  shaped  out  of  some  scarlet 
rag  of  cloth,  appeared  on  the  back  of  his  mantle,  placed,  as 
heralds  say,  saltire  wise.  This  devotee  seemed  a  man  of 
fifty  and  upwards,  well-made,  and  stout  for  his  age,  with 
a  cast  of  countenance  which,  though  not  positively  ugly, 
was  far  from  being  well-favoured.  There  was  shrewd- 
ness, and  an  alert  expression  in  his  eye  and  actions,  which 
made  some  occasional  contrast  with  the  sanctimonious 
demeanour  of  the  character  he  now  bore.  This  differ- 
ence betwixt  his  dress  and  physiognomy  was  by  no 
means  uncommon  among  persons  of  his  .description,  many 
of  whom  embraced  this  mode  of  life,  rather  to  indulge 
roving  and  idle  habits,  than  from  any  religious  call. 

"  Who  art  thou,  good  fellow  ?"  said  the  elder  Philip- 
son  ;  "  and  by  what  name  am  I  to  call  thee  while  we  are 
fellow-travellers  ?" 

"  Bartholomew,  sir,*'  said  the  man ;  "  Brother  Bar* 
tholomew — ^I  might  say  Bartholomaeus,  but  it  does  not 
become  a  poor  lay  brother  like  me  to  aspire  to  the  hon- 
our of  a  learned  termination." 

"  And  whither  does  thy  journey  tend,  good  Brother 
Bartholomew  ?" 

"  In  whichever  direction  your  worship  chooses  to  travel, 
and  to  require  my  services  as  guide,"  answered  the  palmer ; 
'^  always  premising,  you  allow  me  leisure  for  my  devo- 
tions at  such  holy  statlBhs  as  we  pass  on  our  route.'* 

"  That  is,  thine  own  journey  hath  no  professed  c% 
pressing  object  or  end  ?"  said  the  Englishman. 

"  None,  as  your  worship  says,  peculiar,"  said  the  itin 
erant ,  "  or  1  might  rather  say,  that  my  journey,  good 
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siTi  eoibraces  so  many  objects,  (hat  it  is  matter  or  Indif- 
ference to  me  which  of  them  I  accomplish  first.  My  vow 
binds  me  for  four  years  to  travel  from  one  shrine,  or  holy 
place,  to  another  ;  but  I  am  not  directly  tied  to  visit  them 
by  any  precise  rule  of  rotation." 

"  That  is  to  say,  thy  vow  of  pilgrimage  does  not  pre- 
veat  thee  from  hiring  thyself  to  wait  upon  travellers  as 
their  guide,"  replied  Phiiipson. 

^*  If  I  can  unite  the  devotion  I  owe  to  the  blessed 
..aints  whose  shrines  I  visit,  with  a  service  rendered  to  a 
wandering  fellow-creature  who  desires  to  be  directed  upon 
his  journey,  I  do  maintain,"  replied  Bartholomew,  « that 
the  objects  arQ  easily  to  be  reconciled  to  each  other." 

<*  Especially  as  a  little  woridly  profit  may  tend  to 
eement  the  two  duties  together,  if  otherwise  incompati- 
ble," said  Phiiipson. 

"  It  pleases  your  honour  to  say  so,"  replied  the  pil- 
grim; "but  you  yourself  may,  if  you  will,  derive  from 
my  good  company  something  more  than  the  mere  knowl- 
edge of  the  road  in  which  you  propose  to  travel.  I  can 
make  your  journey  more  edifying  by  legends  of  the 
blessed  saints  whose  holy  relics  I  have  visited,  and  pleas- 
ing, by  the  story  of  the  wonderful  things  whfch  I  have 
seen  and  heard  in  my  travels.  1  can  impart  to  you  an 
opportunity  of  providing  yourself  with  his  Holiness's 
pardon,  not  only  for  the  sins  whk^h  you  have  committed, 
but  also  granting  you  indulgence  for  future  errors." 

"  These  things  are  highly  available  doubtless,"  replied 
the  merchant ;  "  but,  good  Bartholomew,  when  I  desire 
to  speak  of  them,  I  apply  to  my  father  confessor,  to 
whom  I  have  been  uniformly  regular  in  committing  the 
charge  of  my  conscience,  and  who  must  be,  therefore^ 
well  acquainted  with  my  state  of  mind,  and  best  accus- 
tomed to  prescribe  what  its  case  may  require.'* 

"  Nevertheless,"  said  Bartholomew,  "  I  trust  your 
worship  is  too  religious  a  man,  and  too  sound  a  Catholic, 
to  pass  any  hallowed  station  without  endeavouring  to 
obtain  some  share  of  the  benefits  which  it  is  the  mean?/ 
of  dispensing  to  those  who  are  ready  and   willing   tc 
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fteserve  them.  More  especially  as  all  mesky  of  whatevM 
trade  and  degree,  hold  respect  to  the  holy  saint  who  pa- 
«ix>niseth  his  own  mystery  ;  so  I  hope  you,  being  a  mer- 
chant, will  not  pass  the  Chapel  of  Our  Lady  of  tb€ 
Ferry,  without  making  some  fitting  orison." 

"  Friend  Bartholomew,"  said  Philipson,  "  I  have  not 
heard  of  the  shrine  which  you  recommend  to  me  ;  and, 
as  my  business  is  pressing,  it  were  better  worth  my  while 
to  make  a  pilgrimage  hither  on  purpose  to  make  mine 
homage  at  a  fitter  season,  than  to  delay  my  journey  at 
present.  This,  God  willing,  I  will  not  fail  to  do,  so  that 
I  may  be  held  excused  for  delaying  my  reverence  till  I 
can  pay  it  more  respectfully,  and  at  greater  leisure." 

"/May  it  please  you  not  to  be  wroth,"  said  the  guide, 
"  if  I  say  that  your  behaviour  in  this  matter  is  like  that 
of  a  fool,  who,  finding  a  treasure  by  the  road-side,  omits 
to  put  it  in  his  bosom  and  carry  it  along  with  him,  pro- 
posing to  return  from  a  distance  on  a  future  day,  of  ex- 
press purpose  to  fetch  it." 

Philipson,  something  astonished  at  the  man's  pertinac- 
ity, was  about  to  answer  hastily  and  angrily,  but  was  pre- 
vented by  the  arrival  of  three  strangers,  who  rode  hastily 
up  from  behind  them. 

The  foremost  of  these  was  a  young  female,  most 
elegantly  attired,  and  mounted  upon  a  Spanish  jennet, 
which  she  reined  with  singular  grace  and  dexterity.  She 
wore  on  her  right  hand  such  a  glove  as  that  which  was 
used  to  carry  hawks,  and  had  a  merlin  perched  upon  it. 
Her  head  was  covered  with  a  montero  cap,  and,  as  was 
firequently  the  custom  at  the  period,  she  wore  on  her  face 
a  kind  of  black  silk  vizard,  which  effectually  concealed 
her  features.  Notwithstanding  this  disguise,  Arthur  Phil- 
ipson's  heart  sprung  high  at  the  appearance  of  these 
strangers,  for  he  was  at  once  certain  he  recognised  th^ 
matchless  form  of  the  Swiss  maiden,  by  whom  his  mind 
was  so  anxiously  occupied,  tier  attendants  were  a  fal- 
coner with  his  hunting-pole,  and  a  female,  both  appa* 
rently  her  domestics.  The  elder  Philipson,  who  had  no 
such  accuracy  of  recollection  as  his  son  manifested  upon 
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the  occasioD,  saw  in  the  fair  stranger  only  some  dacne  oi 
damsel  of  emiDeoce  engaged  in  the  amusement  of  hawk- 
'mgy  and,  in  return  to  a  brief  salutation,  merely  asked 
her,  with  suitable  courtesy,  as  the  case  demanded,  whether 
she  had  spent  the  morning  in  good  sports 

"  Indifferent,  good  friend,"  said  the  lady.  "  I  dare 
not  fly  my  hawks  so  near  the  broad  river,  lest  he  shoulcf 
soar  to  the  other  side,  and  so  I  might  lose  my  ccMiipan^* 
ion.  But  ]  reckon  on  finding  better  game  when  I  have 
(tossed  to  the  other  side  of  the  ferry,  which  we  are  now 
approaching." 

"  Then  your  Iwiy^hip,"  said  Bartholomew,  "  will  hear 
mass  in  Hans'  Chapel,  and  pray  for  your  success  ?" 

'*  I  were  a  heathen  to  pass  the  holy  place  without 
doiu^  so,"  replied  the  damsel. 

^<  That  noble  damsel,  touches  the  point  we  were  but 
now  talking  of,"  said  the  guide  Bartholomew ;  <<  for  know, 
&ir  mistress,  that  I  cannot  persuade  this  worthy  gentle- 
man how  deeply  the  success  of  his  enterprise  is  depend- 
ent upon  his  obtaining  the  blessing  of  Our  Lady  of  the 
Ferry."- 

'^  The  good  man,"  said  the  young  maiden,  seriously, 
and  even  severely,  "  roust  know  little  of  the  Rhine.  I 
will  explain^to  the  gentlemen  the  propriety  of  following 
your  advice." 

She  then  rode  close  to  young  Philipson,  and  spoke  in 
Swiss,  for  she  bad  hitherto  used  the  German  language, 
'^  Do  not  start,  but  hear  me  !"  and  the  voice  was  that  of 
Anne  of  Geierstein.  ^'  Do  not,  I  say,  be  surprised— or 
at  least  show  not  your  wonder — you  are  beset  by  dan- 
gers. On  this  road,  especially,  your  business  is  known^ — 
your  lives  are  laid  in  wait  for.  Cross  over  the  river  at 
tha  Ferry  of  the  Chapel,  or  Hans'  Ferry,  as  it  is  usually 
termed." 

Here  the  guide  drew  so  near  to  them,  that  it  was 
impossible  for  her  to  continue  the  conversation  without 
being  overheard.  At  that  same  moment  a  woodcock 
sprung  fiom  some  bushes,  and  the  young  lady  threw  off 
her  merlin  in  pursuit. 


Digitized 


by  Google 


274  ANMS   or   CUnERSTCIN. 

«  Sa  h(>--«a  ho — ^wo  ha  !"  balloted  the  lakoaer^  m  • 
note  which  made  the  thicket  ring  a^an ;  and  away  JMi 
rode  in  pursuit.  The  elder  Philipsoii  and  the  gukb 
himself  followed  the  chase  eageriy  with  their  eyes^  so 
attractive  was  the  love  of  that  Inrave  sp(Mrt  to  men  of  all 
ranks.  But  the  voice  of  the  maiden  was  a  lure,  which 
would  have  sumnK)ned  Arthur's  attrition  troirv  inatteta 
more  deeply  interesting. 

"  Cross  the  Rhine,"  she  again  repeated,  ^*  at  the 
Ferry  to  Kirch-hoiF,  on  the  other  side  of  the  river.  Take 
your  lodgings  at  the  Golden  Fleece,  where  you  will  fad 
a  guide  to  Strashurg.     I  must  stay  here  no  longer.** 

So  saying,  the  damsel  raised  beffself  in  hi^  saddle, 
struck  tier  horse  Tightly  with  the  loose  reins,  and  the 
mettled  animal,  already  impatient  at  hev  delay,  and  tint 
eager  hurst  of  its  companions,  flew  forward  at  such  a 
pace,  as  if  he  had  meant  to  emulate  the .  flight  of  the 
hawk,  and  of  the  prey  he  pursued.  The  lady  aad  her 
attendants  soon  vanished  from  the  sight  of  the  traverllers. 

A  deep  silence  for  some  time  ensued,  during  which 
Arthur  studied  bow  to  communicate  the  warning  he  bad 
received,  without  awakening  the  suspicions  of  their  guide. 
But  the  old  man  broke  silence  himself,  saying  to  Bar* 
tholomew,  ^<  Put  your  horse  into  more  motionffcl  pray  you, 
and  ride  onward  a  few  yards  ;  I  would  have  somo  private 
conference  with  my  son." 

The  guide  obeyed,  and,  as  if  with  the  puarpose  of 
showing  a  mind  too  profoundly  occupied  by  heavenly 
matters,  to  admit  a  thought  concerning  those  of  this 
transitory  world,  he  thundered  forth  a  hymn  in  praise  (rf 
Saint  Wendelin  the  Shepherd,  in  a  strain  so  discordant, 
as  startled  every  bird  from  e^erj  bush  by  whieh  they 
passed.  There  was  never  a  more  unmciodious  melody, 
whether  sacred  or  profane,  than  that  under  protection  oi 
which  the  elder  Philipsoo  tb*s  conferred:  with  bis  aoii. 

'^  Arthur,"  he  said,  ^<  I  am  much  convinced  that  this 
howling  hypocritical  vagrant  has  some  plot  upon  us  ;  andi 
I  had  wellnigb  determined,  tlmt  the  beat  mode  to  baffl* 
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it  would  1)6  to  Consult  my  own  opinion,  aiid  not  bis,  as  to 
our  places  of  repose,  and  the  direction  of  our  journey." 

**  Your  judgment  is  correct,  as  usual,'*  said  his  son.  "  I 
am  well  convinced  of  yonder  man's  treachery,  from  a 
whisper  in  which  that  maiden  informed  me  that  we  ought 
to  take  the  road  to  Strasburg,  by  tlie  eastern  side  of  the 
fiver,  and  for  that  purpose  cross  over  to  a  place  called 
Kirch-hoff,  on  the  opposite  bank.** 

"  Do  you  advise  this,  Arthur?"  replied  his  father. 

**  I  will  pledge  my  life  for  the  faith  of  this  young  per 
son,**  replied  his  son. 

"  What  f*  said  his  lather,  "  because  she  sits  her  pal- 
frey fairly,  and  shows  a  faultless  shape?  Such  is  the 
reasoning  of  a  boy — and  yet  my  own  old  and  cautious 
heart  feels  inclined  to  trust  her.  If  our  secret  is  known 
in  this  land,  there  are  doubtless  many  who  may  be  dis-* 
posed  to  think  they  have  an  interest  in  barring  my  access 
to  the  Duke  of  Burgundy,  even  by  the  most  tiolent 
means ;  and  well  you  know  that  t  should  on  my  side  hold 
my  life  equally  cheap,  could  I  discharge  mine  errand  at 
the  price  of  laying  it  down.  I  tell  thee,  Arthur,  that 
my  mind  reproaches  me  for  taking  hitherto  over  little 
care  of  insuring  the  discharge  of  my  commission,  owing 
to  the  natural  desire  I  had  to  keep  thee  in  my  company. 
There  now  lie  before  us  two  ways,  both  perilous  and 
uncertain,  by  which  we  may  reach  the  Duke's  Court. 
We  may  follow  this  guide,  and  take  the  chance  of  his 
fidelity,  or  we  may  adopt  the  hint  of  yonder  damsef- 
errant,  and  cross  over  to  the  other  side  of  the  Rhine,  and 
again  repass  the  river  at  Strasburg.  Both  roads  are 
perhaps  equally  perilous.  I  feel  it  my  doty  to  dfmmisb 
the  risk  of  the  miscarriage  of  my  commission,  by  send- 
ing thee  across  to  the  right  bank,  while  1  pursue  my 
proposed  course  upon  the  left.  Tbtfs,  if  one  of  us  be 
*ntercepted,  the  omer  may  escape,  and  the  important 
commission  which  he  bears  may  be  dufy  executed." 

"  Alas,  my  father !"  said  Arthur,  "  how  is  it  possible 
for  me  to  obey  you,  when  by  doing  so  I  must  leave  you 
alone,  to  incur  so  many  dangers,  to  struggle  with  so  many", 
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difiiculties,  in  which  my  aid  might  be  at  least  willjogi 
tliough  it  could  only  be  weak  ?  Whatever  bejl^l  us  in 
these  delicate  and  dangerous  circumstances,  let  us  ^t  least 
meet  it  in  company. '' 

"  Arthur,  my  beloved  son,"  said  bis  father,  "  in  part- 
ing from  thee  I  am  splitting  mine  own  heart  in  twain; 
but  the  same  duty  which  commands  us  to  expose  our 
bodies  to  death,  as  peremptorily  orders  us  not  to  spare 
our  most  tender  afiections.     We  must  pait." 

"  Oh,  then,"  replied  his  son  eagerly,  "  let  me  at  least 
prevail  in  one  point.  Do  thou,  my  father,  cross  the 
Rhine,  and  let  me  prosecute  the  journey  by  the  route 
originally  proposed." 

"And  why,  I  pray  you,"  answered  the  merchant, 
*'  should  I  go  one  of  these  roads  in  pref^r^nce  to  the 
other?" 

,  "  Because,"  said  Arthur  eagerly,  "  I  would  warrant 
yonder  maiden's  faith  with  my  life." 

"  Again,  young  man  ?"  said  bis  lather ;  "  and  .where- 
fore so  confident  in  that  young  maiden's  faith?  Is  it 
merely  from  the  confidence  which  youth  reposes  in  that 
which  is  fair  and  pleasing,  or  have  you  had  farther, 
acquaintance  with  her  than  the  late  brief  conversation 
with  her  admitted  ?" 

"  Can  I  give  you  an  answer  ?" — replied  his  son.  "  We 
have  been  long  absent  from  lands  of  knights  and  ladies, 
and  is  it  not  natural  that  we  should  give  to  those  who 
remind  us  of  the  honoured  ties  of  chivalry  and  gentle 
blood,  the  instinctive  credence  which  we  refuse  to  such  a 
poor  wretch  as  this  itinerant  mountebank,  who  gains  his 
existence  by  cheating,  with  false  relics  and  forged 
legends,  the  poor  peasants  amongst  whom  he  travels  ?" 

"  It  is  a  vain  imagination,  Arthur,"  said  his  father  5 
"  not  unbefitting,  indeed,  an  aspirant  to  the  honours  of 
chivalry,  who  draws  his  ideas  of  life  and  its  occurrences 
from  the  romances  of  the  minstrels,  but  too  visionary  for 
a  youth  who  has  seen,  as  thou  hast,  how  the  business  of 
this  world  is  conducted.  I  tell  thee,  and  thou  wilt  leara 
to  know  I  3ay  truth,  that  around  the  homely  board  of  our 
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more  faithful  hearts,  tbaa  the  Conr  pleniere  of  a  mon- 
arch has  to  boast*  Alas !  the  manly  spirit  of  ancient 
.  fiuth  and  honour  has  fled  even  from  the  breast  of  kings 
and  knightSy  where,  as  John  of  France  said,  it  ought  to 
continue  to  reside  a  constant  inhabitant,  if  banisheci  from 
all  the  rest  of  the  world." 

<^  Be  that  as  it  may,  dearest  father,"  replied,  the 
younger  Pbilipson,  ^<  I  pray  you  to  be  persuaded  by  me  ; 
and  if  we  must  part  company,  let  it  be  by  your  taking 
the  right  bank  of  the  Rhine,  since  I  am  persuaded  it  is 
the  safest  route." 

^^  And  if  it  be  the  safest,"  said  his  father,  with  a  voice 
of  tender  reproach,  ^'  b  that  a  reason  why  I  should  spare 
my  own  almost  exhausted  thread  of  life,  and  expose 
thii^,  my  dear  son,  which  has  but  begun  its  course  ?" 
.  .  <*  Nay,  fcther,"  answered  the  son  with  animation,  "  in 
speaking  thus  you  do  not  consider  the  difference  of  oui 
impoctance  to  the  execution  of  the  purpose  which  you 
have  so  long  entertained,  and  which  seems  now  so  nigh 
being  accomplished.  Think  bow  imperfectly  I  might  be 
able  to  discharge  it,  without  knowledge  of  the  Duke's 
person,  or  credentials  to  gain  his  confidence^  I  might 
indeed  repeat  your  words,  but  the  circumstances  would 
be  waating  to  attract  the  necessary  faith,  and  of  conse- 
quence, your  scheme,  for  the  success  of  which  you  have 
lived,  and  now  are  willing  to  run  the  risk  of  death,  would 
miscarry  along  with  me." 

"  You  cannot  shake  my  resolution,"  said  the  elder 
Pbilipson,  '^  or  persuade  me  that  my  life  is  of  more  im- 
portance than  yours.  You  only  remind  me,  that  it  is 
you,  and  not.  I,  who  ought  to  be  the  bearer  of  this  tqken 
to  the  Duke  of  Burgundy.  .  Should  you  be  successful  in 
reaching  bis  court  or  camp,  your  possession  of  these 
gems  will  be  needful  to  attach  credit  to  your  mission  ;  a 
purpose  for  which  they  would  be  less  necessary  to  me, 
wbo.can  refer  to  other  circumstances  under  which  1  might 
claim  credence,  if  it  should  please  Heaven  to  leave  me 
24    VOL.  I. 
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4iione  to  aeqoii  iti^sdf  of  -tbw  impifrtakift:  xtoniftoisskKi, 
which,  may  Our  Lady>  id  b4fr  iMfcy^  ioreftndl  .Under- 
stand, therefore,  that^  shcMld  ail  opfKvtunify  occur  by 
whieh  you  ^n  make  your  way  to  tbeoppoMtfiside.of  tbib. 
Rhine,  you  areta<lirect  your  journey  fsa^s  a§9m  tacross 
to  thid  banh  at  S^msburgy  nhate  you  will  enquire  for 
news  of  me  at  the  Flying  Stagy  a  bosfeiry  in  ibat  eity, 
which  you  wilJ  easily  diaiooven  If  j»ou  hear:  no  tidings 
of  me.  at  that  plaee^  you  will  jyeocted  tio  i^  Daka^  and 
deliver  to  him  tins  important  paekcit/' 

Here  lie  put  ioto  his  son's  band,  with  as  tnuob  pirvaey 
as  possible,  the  case  containing  the  diamond  iiackkce. 

<<  What  else  your  duty  calls  on  you  to  do,'^  cM&raed 
tbe  elder  Philipson,  ^*  you  weU  knovvi  ^  only  1  oonjui« 
you,  let  no  vain  enquiries  aft^r  tny  Mm  i&i&riire  with  ihe 
great  duty  you  have  th^re  to  diaebargO'*  tii  t^t^aiMUi^ 
time,  prepare  to  bid  me  a  ^uMaa  fiinewel},  with  .a  h^art 
as  bold  and  confident  as  wbofi  you  Weltt  bafoir&  mo^  attjd 
courageously  led  the  way  amid  tb«  rooks  and  scoMms.g^ 
Switzerland.  Heaven  was  above  m>  tbe»,  as:  it  is  ovair  tfi 
DOW.  Adieu,  my  beloved  Arthur!  Sbould  i  wait  l^ 
the  moment  of  separation,  there  may  be  but  short  niM 
to  speak  the  fatal  word,  and  no  eye  savo  thine  own  moat 
see  the  tear  which  I  now  wipe  away." 
-  The  painful  feeling  whicb  ac»M)mpa»ied  this  aiiiieipim 
tion  of  their  parting,  was  so  sincere  on  Artbur^s  psM,  sib 
well  as  that  of  his  father,  that  it  did  not  at  first  occur  to 
the  former,  as  a  source  of  consolation,  thai  it  seemed 
Kkely  he  might  be  placed  under  the  guidance  of  the 
singular  female,  the  memory  of  whom  haunted  bm« 
True  it  was,  that  the  beauty  r  f  Anne  of  Geiers«e»,  a^ 
well  as  tbe  striking  circumstances  in  which  she  had  ex- 
hibited herself,  had  on  that  very  morning  been  the  prin- 
dpal  occupation  of  his  mind  ;  but  tbey  were  now  ohased 
from  it  by  the  pfedominanf  recollectibo,  that  he  was 
about  to  be  separated  in  a  moment  of  darlger  from  a  fatbar^ 
so  well  deserving  of  his  hi^ghest  esteem  and  hi?  finidest 
affection. 

Meanwhile,  that  father  dashed  iirora  his  eye  the  tear 
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#hi^h  bis  devoted  sioieisiii  eouM  not  mppratt)  and,  bbU 
tfirakl  of  softemng  iijs  reaohitioii  bjr  indiilgiDg  his  parental 
fondness,  he  ree»Ued  the  pious  BarthokMnew,  to  demuul 
of  him  how  far  they  were  kom  the  Chapel  of  the  Ferry« 

*'  Uttle  more  tlMiD  a  mtte/^  was  the  reply ;  and  whim 
the  Englishman  required  furiher  infermation  coBcemiaf 
the  cause  of  its  erection^  he  was  informed,  tliat  as  old 
boatman  and  fisherman,  named  Hans,  had  long  dwelt  at 
the  place,  wlio  gained  a  precarious  lirelihood  by  trans-^ 
porting  travelers  and  mevehanta  lirom^  one  bank  of  the 
river  to  the  other.  The  misfortune,  however,  of  losing 
first  one  boat  and  then  a  second,  in  the  deep  and  mighty 
stream,  wiib  the  dread  inspired  in  travellers  by  the  repeti- 
tion of  $i«ch  accidents,  began  to  render  hit  profession  an 
unoertam  one*  Being  a  good  Catholic,  the  old  roan^s 
distress  took  a  devotional  turn.  He  began  to  look  back  o» 
bis  former  ^,  and  el>nsider  by  what  Crimea  he  had  de- 
served the  mtsibnunes  which  disirkened  the  evenfng  of  hk 
days.  His  remorse  was.  chiefly  excited,  by  the  reeoUec* 
tton  tlmt  he  had,  oo  one  occasion,  when  the  passage  was 
peculiarly  stormy,  refused  t^  discharge  his  duty  as  a 
ferryman,  in  order,  to  transport  to  the  other  shore  a 
priest,  who  bore  along  with  him  an  image  of  the  Virgin, 
destined  for  the  village  of  Kirch-hoff,  on  the  opposite  or 
right  bank  of  the  Rhine.  For  this  iiult,  Hans  submit- 
ted to  severe  penance,  as  he  was  now  disposed  to  ooih 
sider  as  culpable  his  doubt  of  the  Virgiti's  power  ot  pro< 
tecting  herself,  her  priest,  and  the  bark  employed  b  her 
service ;  besides  which,  the  offering  of  a  large  share  of 
his  worldly  goods  to  the  church  of  Kirch*hoff,  expressed 
the  ttmk  of  the  old  maa's  repentance.  Neith^  did  be 
ever  again  permit  himself  to  interpose  any  delay  in  the 
journey  of  men  of  holy  church;  but  all  ranks  of  the 
cletgy,  from  the  mitred  prelate  to  the  barefooted  frkr, 
might  at  any  time  of  day  or  night  have  commanded  the 
servfces  of  him  and  bis  boat. 

While  prosecutmg  so  laudaUe  a  course  of  fife,  it  be* 
came  at  length  the  lot  of  Hans  to  find,  on  the  banks  of 
the  Rhine,  a  souid  image  of  the  Vifgio,  thrown  by  tbe. 
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nares^.  whi«fa  uptMared  to  him  exa«lly  lu  reaemUe  thai 
which  he  bad  lofraerly  uagraciously  refused  to  earry 
%cross9  wh£Q  Wider  charge  of  the  sacristan  of  Kiit:h-hoff, 
Hg  placed  it  in  tiie  most  conspicuous  part  of  his  hut,  and 
poured  out  his  soul  before  it  in  devQtion,  anxiously  eQ« 
quiring  for  some  signal  by  which  he  might  discover  whether 
he.  was  to  consider  the  arrival  of  her  holy  image  as  a 
pledge  that  his  c^ences  were  forgiven.  In  the  visions  of 
the.  inght,  his  prayers  were  answered,  and  Our  Lady, 
assuming  the  form  of  the  image,  stood  by  his  bedside; 
for  the  puj^pose  of  telling  him  wherefore  she  had  come 
hither.  ^  * 

"  My  trusty  servant,"  she  said,  "  men  of  Belial  have 
burned  my  dwelling  at  Kirch^hoff,  spoiled  my  chapel,  and 
thrown  the  sacred  image  which  represents  roe  into  the. 
swoln  Rhine,  which  swept  me  downward.  Now,  I  have 
resolved  to  dwell  no  longer  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
fHTofane  doefs  of  this  deed,  or  of  the  cowardly  vassals 
who  dared  not  prevent  Jt.  I  am,  therefore,  compelled  to. 
remove  my  habitation,  and,  in  despite  of  the  opposing 
current,  I  determined  to  take  the  shore  on  this  side,  being 
resolved  to  fix  my  abode  with  thee,  ray  faithful  servant, 
that  the  land  in  which  thou  dwellest  may  be  blessed,  as. 
well  as  thou  and  thy  household." 

< As.  the  vision  spoke,  she  seemed  to  wrlpg  from  her 
tresses  the  water  in  which  they  had  been  steeped,  while 
her» disordered,  dress  and  iatigued  appearance  was  that  of 
one  who  has  been  buffeting  with  the  waves. 

Next  morning  brought  intelligence,  that,  in  one.  of  the 
numerous  feuds  of  that  fierce  period,  Kirdi-hoff  had  been 
sacked,  the  church  destroyed,  and  the  church  treasury 
plundered. 

In  conaeqQence  of  the  fisherman's  vision  bein^  thus 
lenoarkably  confirmed,  Hans  entirely  renounced  his  pro- 
fession }  and,  leaving  it  to  younger  men  to  supply  his 
place  as  ferryman,  he  converted  his  hut  into  a  rustic 
chapel,  and  he  himself,  taking  orders,  attended  upon  the 
Fhrineas  a  hermit,  or  daily  chaplain.  The  figure  was  sup- 
]imed  to:work  miracles^  and  the  ferry  became  renowned 
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fioui  its  being  under  the  proteetion  of  the  Holy  Image  of 
Our  Lady,  and  berno  less  holy  servant. 

When  Bartholomew  bad  cooeluded  bis  acount  of  the 
F^cry  and  its  Chapel,  the  travellers  bad  arrived  at  the 
place  itself. 


CHAPTER  XVm. 

Upon  the  Rhine,  upon  ihe  Rhine  they  clutter. 

The  grapes  of  juice  divine, 
Which  make  the  soldier's  jovial  courage  matter) 

O,  blessed  be  the  Rhine ! 

Drinking  Sang.* 

A  COTTAGE  or  two  OD  the  side  of  the  river,  beside 
which  were  moored  one  or  two  fishing-boats,  showed  the 
pious  Hans  had  successors  in  his  profession  as  a  boatman. 
The  river,  which  at  a  point  a  litde  lower  was  restrained 
by  a  chain  of  islets,  expanded  more  widely,  and  moved 
less  rapidly,  than  when  it  passed  these  cottages,  afibrding 
to  the  ferryman  a  smoother  surface,  and  a  less  heavy 
stream  to  contend  with,  although  the  current  was  even 
there  too  strong  to  be  home  up  against,  unless  the  river 
was  in  a  tranquil  state. 

On  the  opposite  bank,  but  a  good  deal  lower  than  the 
hamlet  which  gave  name  to  the  ferry,  was  seated  on  a 
small  eminence,  screened  by  trees  and  bushes,  the  little 
town  of  Kirch-hofF.  A  skiff  departing  from  the  left  bank 
was,  even  on  favourable  occasions,  carried  considerably 
to  leeward  ere  it  could  attain  the  opposite  side  of  the 
deep  and  full  stream  of  the  Rhine,  so  that  its  course  was 
oblique  towards  Kirch-hofF.     On  the  other  hand,  a  boat 

^  This  is  one  of  the  best  and  most  popular  of  the  Oerman  ditties  :— 

**  Der  Rhein,  der  Rhein,  geseenet  see  der  Rhein. 
Da  wachsen  uiitre  reben,"  &« 

24*     voti.  1 
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iepaiting  from  Kireh^ioff  must  bare  great  ftdtanfig^ 
both  of  wind  and  oars,  in  order  to  land  its  loading  or  crew 
at  the  Chapel  of  the  Ferry,  unless  it  were  under  the 
niiratculous  infldence  which  carried  the  image  of  the  Vir'' 
gin  in  tliat  direction.  The  communication,  therefore, 
from  tlie  east  to  the  west  bank,  was  only  maintained  by 
towing  boats  up  the  stream,  to  such  a  height  on  the  east- 
ern ,  side,  that  the  leeway  which  they  made  during  the 
voyage  across  might  correspond  with  the  point  at  which 
they  desired  to  arrive,  and  enable  them  to  attain  it  with 
ease.  Hence,  it  naturally  happened,  that  the  passage 
from  Alsace  into  Suabta  being  the  most  easy,  the  ferry 
was  more  used  by  those  who  were  desirous  of  entering 
Germany,  than  by  travellers  who  came  in  an  opposite 
direction. 

When  the  elder  Philipson  had  by  a  glance  around  him 
ascertained  the  situation  of  the  ferry,  he  said  firmly  to 
his  son, — ^'  Begone,  my  dear  Arthur,  and  do  wbat  I  have 
commanded  thee." 

With  a  heart  rent  with  filial  anxiety,  the  young  laan 
obeyed,  and  took  his  solitary  course  towards  the  cottages, 
near  which  the  barks  were  moored,  which  were  occasion* 
ally  used  for  fishing,  as  well  as  for  the  purposes  of  the 
ferry. 

"  Your  son  leaves  us  ?"  said  Bartbolomew  to  the  elder 
Philipson. 

"  He  does  for  the  present,"  said  his  fiither,  "  as  he  has 
certain  enquiries  to  make  in  yonder  haralet." 

"  If  they  be,"  answered  the  guide,  "  any  matters  Con- 
nected with  your  honour's  road,  1  laud  the  Saints  that  I 
can  better  answer  your  enquiries  than  those  ignorant  hoan^ 
who  hardly  understand  your  language." 

<<  If  we  find  that  their  information  needs  thy  oomraen* 
tary,"  said  Philipson,  "  we  will  request  it--*meanwhile, 
ead  on  to  the  chapel,  where  my  son  will  join  us." 

They  moved  towards  the  chapel,  but  with  slow  steps, 
eacli  turning  his  looks  aside  to  the  fishing  hamlet ;  the 
guide  as  if  striving  to  see  whether  the  younger  traveller 
was  returning  towards  them,  the  father  dnxious  to  descry 
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tm  the  broad  bosom  of  the  Rhine,  a  sail  unloosed,  to  waft 
his  son  across  to  that  which  might  be  considered  as  the 
safer  ^de.  But  though  the  looks  of  both  guide  and  trav- 
eller were  turned  in  the  direction  of  the  river,  their  steps 
carried  them  towards  the  chapel,  to  which  tlie  inhabitants, 
in  memory  of  the  founder,  liad  given  the  title  of  Hans- 
Chapelle. 

A  few  trees  scattered  around  gave  an  agreeable  and 
sylvan  air  to  the  place  ;  and  the  chapel,  that  appeared  on 
a  rising  ground  at  some  distance  from  the  hamlet,  was 
constructed  in  a  style  of  pleasing  simplicity,  which  cor- 
responded with  the  whole  scene.  Its  snjall  size  confirm- 
ed the  tradition,  that  it  had  originally  been  merely  the 
hut  of  a  peasant ;  and  the  cross  of  fir-trees,  covered  with 
bark,  attested  the  purpose  to  which  it  was  now  dedicated. 
The  chapel  and  all  around  it  breathed  peace  and  solemn 
tranquillity,  and  the*deep  sound  of  the  mighty  river  seemed 
to  impose  silence  on  each  human  voice  which  might  pre- 
sume to  mingle  with  its  awfol  murmur. 

When  Philipson  arrived  in  the  vicinity,  Bartholomew 
took  the  advantage  afforded  by  his  silence  to  thunder 
forth  two  stanzas  to  the  praise  of  the  Lady  of  the  Ferry, 
and  her  faithful  worshipper  Hans,  after  which  he  broke 
forth  into  the  rapturous  exclamation, — "  Come  hither  ye 
who  fear  wreck,  here  is  your  safe  haven  ! — Come  hither 
ye  who  die  of  thirst,  here  is  a  well  of  mercy  open  to  you  J. 
—Come  those  who  are  weary  and  far-travelled^  this  is, 
your  place  of  refreshment  I" — And  more  to  the  same 
purpose  he  might  have  said,  but  Philipson  sternly  imposed 
silence  on  him. 

"  If  thy  devotion  were  altogether  true,*'  he  said,  '« it 
would  be  less  clamorous  ;  but  it  is  well  to  do  what  is  good 
in  itself,  even  if  it  is  a  hypocrite  who  recow^ends  it.-^ 
l^et  us  enter  this  holy  chapel,  and  pray  for  a  fortunate 
issue  to  our  precarious  travels.'' 

The  pardoner  caught  up  the  last  words, 

"  Sure  was  I,"  he  said,  "  that  your  worship  is  too  well 
advised,  to  pass  this  holy  place  without  imploring  the 
orotection  and  influence  of  Our  Lady  of  the   F^rry  ' 


Digitized 


by  Google 


884  ANNS   or    GSIUUITEIM. 

Tarry  but  a  moment  until  I  find  the  priest  who  senres  th^ 

altar,  that  he  may  say  a  mass  on  your  behalf." 

Here  he  was  interrupted  by  the  door  of  the  chapel 
suddenly  opening,  when  an  ecclesiastic  appeared  on  the 
threshold.  Philipson  instantly  knew  the  Priest  of  Saint 
PauFs,  whom  he  had  seen  that  morning  at  La  Ferette*. 
Bartholomew  also  knew  him,  as  it  would  seem  }  for  his 
ofScious  hypocritical  eloquence  failed  him  in  an  instant, 
and  he  stood  before  the  priest  with  his  arms  folded  on 
t)is  breast,  like  a  man  who  waits  for  the  sentence  of  con- 
demnation. 

"  Villain,"  said  the  ecclesiastic,  regarding  the  guide 
with  a  severe  countenance,  ''  dost  thou  lead  a  stranger 
into  the  houses  of  the  Holy  Saints,  that  thou  mayst  slay 
him,  and  possess  thyself  of  hfs  spoils  ?  But  Heaven 
will  no  longer  bear  with  thy  perfidy.  Back,  thou  wretch, 
to  meet  thy  brother  miscreants,  who  aie  hastening  hither- 
ward.  Tell  them  thy  arts  were  unavailing,  and  that  the 
innocent  stranger  is  under  mt  protection — under  my  pro- 
tection, which  those  who  presume  to  violate  will  meet 
with  the  reward  of  Archibald  de  Hagenbach !" 

The  guide  stood  quite  motionless,  while  addressed  by 
the  priest  in  a  manner  equally  menacing  and  authority 
tive  ;  and  no  sooner  did  the  latter  cease  speaking,  than, 
without  offering  a  word  either  in  justification  or  reply, 
Bartholomew  turned  round,  and  retreated  at  a  hasty  pace 
by  the  same  road  which  had  conducted  the  traveller  to 
the  chapel. 

"  And  do  you,  worthy  Englishman,"  continued  the 
priest^  "  enter  into  this  chapel,  and  perform  in  safety 
those  devotions,  by  means  of  which  yonder  hypocrite  de- 
signed to  detain  you  until  his  brethren  in  iniquity  came 
up. — But  first,  wherefore  are  you  alone  ?  I  trust  nought 
evil  hath  befallen  your  young  companion  ?" 

*'  My  son,"  said  Philipson,  "  crosses  the  Rhine  at 
yonder  ferry,  as  we  had  important  business  tq  transact  on 
the  other  side." 

As  he  spoke  thus,  a  light  boat,  about  which  two  or  three 
peasants  had  been  for  some  time  busy,  was  seen  to  push 
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torn  the  shore,  and  shoot  into  the  stream,  to  which  it 

was  partly  compelled  to  give  way,  until  a  sail  stretched 

along  the  slender  yard,  and  supporting  the  bark  against 

k  the  current,  enabled  her  to  stand  obliquely  across  the  river. 

"  Now,  praise  be  to  God  !"  said  Philipson,  who  was 
aware  that  the  bark  he  looked  upon  must  be  in  the  act 
of  carrying  his  son  beyond  the  reach  of  the  dangers  by 
which  he  was  himself  surrounded. 

"  Amen !"  answered  the  priest,  echoing  the  pious  ejacu- 
lation of  the  traveller.  "  Great  reason  have  you  to  return 
thanks  to  Heaven." 

"  Of  that  I  am  convinced,"  replied  Philipson  ;  "  but 
yet  from  you  1  liope  to  learn  the  special  cause  of  danger 
from  which  I  have  escaped  ?" 

"  This  is  neither  time  nor  place  for  such  an  investiga- 
tion," answered  the  Priest  of  Saint  Paul's.  "  It  is 
enough  to  say,  that  yonder  fellow,  well-known  for  his 
hypocrisy  and  his  crimes,  was  present  when  the  young 
Switzer,  Sigismund,  reclaimed  from  the  executioner  the 
treasure  of  which  you  were  robbed  by  Hagenbach.  Thus- 
Bartholomew's  avarice  was  awakened.  He  undertook  to 
be  your  guide  to  Strasburg,  with  the  criminal  intent  of 
detaining  you  by  the  way  till  a  party  came  up,  against 
whose  numbers  resistance  would  have  been  in  vain.  But 
his  purpose  has  been  anticipated. — And  now,  ere  giving 
vent  to  other  woridly  thoughts,  whether  of  hope  or  fear, 
— to  the  chapel,  sir,  and  join  in  orisons  to  Him  who  hath 
been  your  aid,  and  to  those  who  have  interceded  with 
him  in  your  behalf." 

Philipson  entered  the  chapel  with  his  guide,  and  joined 
in  return ing'thanks  to  Heaven,  and  the  tutelary  power  of 
the  spot,  for  the  escape  which  had  been  vouchsafed 
to  him. 

When  this  duty  had  been  performed,  Philipson  inti- 
mated his  purpose  of  resuming  his  journey,  to  which  the 
Black  Priest  replied,  "  That  far  from  delaying  him  in  a 
plac«  so  dangerous,  he  would  himself  accompany  him  for 
some  part  of  the  journey,  since  he  also  was  bound  to  the 
presence  of  the  Duke  of  Burgundy." 
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a  You,  my  father  !***-you !"  said  the  mevchant^  with 
some  astonishment. 

"  And  wherefore  surprised?"  answered  the  priest,  "  Is 
it  so  strange  that  one  of  ray  order  should  visit  a  prince's 
court  ?  Believe  roe,  there  are  but  too  many  of  them  to 
be  found  there."   ' 

"  1  do  not  speak  with  reference  to  your  order,"  answer- 
ed Philipson,  "  but  in  regard  of  the  part  which  you  have 
this  day  acted,  in  abetting  the  execution  of  Archibald  de 
Hagenbacb.  Know  you  so  little  of  the  fiery  Duke  of 
Burgundy,  as  to  imagine  you  can  dally  with  his  resent- 
ment with  more  safety  than  you  would  pull  the  mane  of 
a  sleeping  lion  ?" 

"  I  know  his  mood  well,"  said  the  priest ;  "  and  it  is 
not  to  excuse,  but  to  defend  the  death  of  De  Hagenbacb, 
that  I  go  to  his  presence.  The  Duke  may  execute  his 
serfs  and  bondsmen  at  his  pleasure,  but  there  is  a  spell 
upon  my  life,  which  is  proof  to  all  his  power.  But  let 
roe  retort  the  question — You,  Sir  Englishman,  knowing 
the  conditions  of  the  Duke  so  well — ^you,  so  lately  the 
guest  and  travelling  companion  of  the  most  unwelcome 
visiters  who  could  approach  him — yt)u,  implicated,  in  ap- 
pearance at  least,  in  the  uproar  at  La  Ferette — what 
chance  is  there  of  your  escaping  his  vengeance  ?  and 
wherefore  will  you  throw  yourself  wantonly  within  his 
power  ?" 

"  Worthy  father,"  said  the  merchant,  *^  let  each  of  us, 
without  offence  to  the  other,  keep  hfe  own  secret.  I 
have,  indeed,  no  spell  to  secure  me  from  the  Duke's  re- 
sentment— I  have  limbs  to  suffer  torture  and  imprisonment, 
and  property  which  may  be  seized  and  confiscated.  But 
I  have  had  in  former,  days  many  dealings  with  the  Duke  ; 
I  may  even  say  \  have  laid  him  under  obligations,  and 
hope  my  interest  with  him  may*  in  consequence  be  suffi- 
''jent,  not  only  to  save  me  from  the  consequences  of  this 
day's  procedure,  but  be  of  some  avail  to  my  friend  the 
Landamman." 

"  But  if  you  are  in  reality  bound  to  the  court  of  Bur- 
^ndy  as  a  merchant,"  said  the  priest,  "  where  are  the 
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varet  b  which  you  traffic  ?    Have  yoo  oo  mtrebaodMe 

save  that  which  you  carry  on  your  person  ?  1  heard  of  a 
sumpter-horse  with  baggage.  Has  yonder  villain  deprived 
you  of  it  ?" 

This  was  a  trying  question  to  Philipson,  who,  anxious 
about  the  separation  from  his  son,  had  given  no  directioa 
whether  the  baggage  should  remain  with  himself,  or  should 
be  transported  to  the  other  side  of  the  Rhioe.  He  was, 
therefore,  taken  at  advantage  by  the  priest's  enquiry,  to 
which  he  answered  with  some  incoherence, — *^  I  believe 
my  baggage  is  in  the  hamlet-*-that  is,  unless  my  son  has 
taken  it  across  the  Rhine  with  him." 

"  That  we  will  soon  learn,"  answered  the  priest. 

Here  a  novice  appeared  from  the  vestiary  of  the  chapel 
at  his  call,  and  received  commands  to  enquire  at  the 
hamlet  whether  Philipson's  bales,  with  the  horse  which 
transported  them,  had  been  left  there,  or  ferried  over 
along  with  his  son« 

The  novice,  being  absent  a  few  minutes,  presently  re- 
turned with  the  baggage-horse,  which,  with  its  burden, 
Arthur,  from  regard  to  bis  father's  accommodation,  had 
left  on  the  western  ^de  of  the  river.  The  priest  looked 
on  attentively,  while  the  elder  Philipson,  mounting  his 
own  horse,  and  taking  the  rein  of  the  other  in  his  hand, 
bade  the  Black  Priest  adieu  in  these  words, — "  And  now, 
father,  farewell  !  I  must  pass  on  witli  my  bales,  since 
there  is  little  wisdom  in  travelling  with  them  after  night- 
fall, else  would  I  gladly  suit  my  pace,  with  your  permission, 
so  as  to  share  the  way  with  you." 

"If  it  is  your  obliging  purpose  to  do  so,  as  indeed  I 
was  about  to  propose,"  said  the  priest,  "  know  I  will  be 
no  stay  to  your  journey.  I  have  hore  a  good  horse  ;  and 
Melchior,  who  must  otherwise  have  gone  on  foot,  may 
ride  upon  your  sumpter-horse.  I  the  rather  propose  this 
course,  as  it  will  be  rash  for  you  to  travel  by  night.  I 
lan  conduct  you  to  an  hostelrie  about  five  miles  off,  which 
we  may  reach  with  sufficient  day-light,  and  where  you 
will  be  lodged  safely  for  your  rec^Jconing." 

The  English  merchant  hesitated  a  moment.     He  had 
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DO  fkney  fer  any  new  companion  on  the  road,  and  althoagfa 
Che  countenance  of  the  priest  was  rather  handsome,  con- 
sidering his  years,  yet  the  expression  was  such  as  by  no 
means  invited  confidence.  On  the  contrary,  there  was 
something  mysterious  and  gloomy  which  clouded  bis  brow, 
though  it  was  a  lofty  one,  and  a  similar  expression  gleamed 
in  his  cold  grey  eye,  and  intimated  severity  and  even 
harshness  of  disposition.  But  notwithstanding  this  repul- 
sive circumstance,  the  priest  had  lately  rendered  Philip- 
son  a  considerable  service,  by  detecting  the  treachery  of 
his  hypocritical  guide,  and  the  merchant  was  not  a  man 
to  be  startled  from  his  course  J)y  any  imaginary  prepos- 
sessions against  the  looks  or  manners  of  any  one,  or  ap- 
prehensions of  machinations  against  himself.  He  only 
revolved  in  his  mind  the  singularity  attending  his  destiny, 
which,  while  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  appear  before 
the  Duke  of  Burgundy  in  the  most  conciliatory  manner, 
seemed  to  force  upon  him  the  adoption  of  companions 
who  must  needs  be  obnoxious  to  that  prince  ;  and  such, 
he  was  too  well  aware,  must  be  the  case  with  the  Priest 
of  St.  Paul's.  Having  reflected  for  an  instant,  he  cour- 
teously accepted  the  offer  of  the  priest  to  guide  him  to 
some  place  of  rest  and  entertainment,  which  must  be 
absolutely  necessary  for  his  horse  before  be  reached  Stras- 
burg,  even  if  he  himself  could  have  dispensed  vvitli  it. 

The  party  being  thus  arranged,  the  novice  brought 
forth  the  priest's  steed,  which  he  mounted  witli  grace  and 
agility,  and  the  neophyte,  being  probably  the  same  whom 
Arthur  had  represented  during  his  escape  from  La  Ferette, 
took  charge,  at  his  master's  command,  of  the  baggage- 
horse  of  the  Englishman  ;  and  crossing  himself,  with  a 
humble  inclination  of' his  head,  as  the  priest  passed  him, 
he  fell  into  the  rear,  and  seemed  to  pass  the  time,  like 
the  false  brother  Bartholomew,  in  telling  his  beads,  with 
an  earnestness  which  had  perhaps  more  of  affected  than 
of  real  piety.  The  Black  Priest  of  St.  Paul's,  to  judge 
by  the  glance  which  he  cast  upon  his  novice,  seemed  to 
disdain  the  formality  of  the  young  man's  devotion.  He 
rode  upon  a  strong  black  horse,  more  like  a  warrior's 
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charger  than  the  ambling  palfrey  of  a  priest,  and  the 
manner  in  which  he  managed  hifh  was  entirely  devoid  of 
awkwardness  and  timidity.  His  pride,  whatever  was  its 
character,  was  not  certainly  of  a  kind  altogether  profes* 
sional,  but  had  its  origin  in  other  swelling  thoughts  which 
arose  in  his  mind,  to  mingle  with  and  enhance  the  self- 
consequence  of  a  powerful  ecclesiastic. 

As  Philipson  looked  on  his  companion  from  time  to 
time,  his  scrutinizing  glance  was  returned  by  a  haughty 
smile,  which  seemed  to  say,  "  You  may  gaze  on  my  form 
and  features,  but  you  cannot  penetrate  my  mystery." 

The  looks  of  Philipson,  which  were  never  known  to 
sink  before  mortal  man,  seemed  to  retort,  with  equal 
haughtiness,  "  Nor  shall  you,  proud  priest,  know  that  you 
are  now  in  company  with  one  whose  secret  is  far  more 
important  than  thine  own  can  be." 

At  length  the  priest  made  some  advance  towards  con- 
versation, by  allusion  to  the  footing  upon  which,  by  a 
mutual  understanding,  they  seemed  to  have  placed  their 
intercourse. 

"  We  travel  then,"  he  said,  "  like  two  powerful  en- 
chanters, each  conscious  of  his  own  high  and  secret  pur- 
pose ;  each  in  his  own  chariot  of  clouds,  and  neither 
imparting  to  his  companion  the  direction  or  purpose  of 
bis  journey." 

"  Excuse  me,  father,"  answered  Philipson  ;  "  I  have 
neither  asked  your  purpose,  nor  concealed  my  own,  so  far 
as  it  concerns  you.  I  repeat,  I  am  bound  to  the  presence 
of  the  Duke  of  Burgundy,  and  my  object,  like  that  of 
any  other  merchant,  is  to  dispose  of  my  wares  to  advan- 
tage." 

"  Doubtless,  it  would  seem  so,"  said  the  Black  Priest, 
"  from  the  extreme  attention  to  your  merchandise,  which 
you  showed  not  above  half  an  hour  since,  when  you 
knew  not  whether  your  bales  had  crossed  the  river  with 
your  son,  or  were  remaining  in  your  own  charge.  Are 
English  merchants  usually  so  mdifierent  to  the  sources 
of  their  traffic?" 
25     VOL.  1. 
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**  When  their  lit9s  mte  in  danger/'  aaid  Phibpsoa 
<<  they  are  some  tiines  nftglij^eot  ef  their  fortime*" 

<<  It  is  well/'  replied  the  priest,  and  again  resuiaed  hk 
solitary  musings ;  until  another  balf-hour's  travelling 
brought  tbetn  to  a  dorfF,  or  village^  which  the  Black  Priest 
infornied  Phtlipson  was  that  where  he  prcqrased  U)  sK^ 
for  the  night. 

"  The  novice,'*  he  said,  **  will  shoW  you  the  inn,  which 
is  of  good  reputation,  uid  where  you  may  lodge  wich 
safety.  For  me,  i  have  to  visit  a  penitent  in  this  village, 
who  desires  Toy  ghostly  offices  ;-*p6rhap8  1  may  see  you 
again  this  eveniag,  perhaps  not  till  the  next  momiag ; — 
at  any  rate,  adieu  for  the  present." 

So  saying,  the  priest  stopped  his  horse,  while  the  nov- 
iee,  cooling  close  up  to  Philipson*s  side,  conducted  him 
onward  through  the  narrow  street  of  the  village,  whilst 
tlte  windows  exhilMted  here  and  there  a  twinkling  gleam, 
announcing  that  the  hour  of  darkness  was  arrived*  Fi-* 
nally,  he  led  the  Engli^man  through  an  archway  info  a 
soit  of  court-yard,  where  there  stood  a  car  or  two  of  a 
particular  shape,  used  occasionally  by  women  when  they 
(ravel,  and  some  other  vehicles  of  the  same  kind.  Here 
the  3roung  man  threw  himself  from  the  sumpter-horse, 
and  placing  the  rein  in  Philipson's  hand,  disappeared  in 
the  increasing  darkness,  after  pointing  to  a  large  but  di- 
lapidated building,  along  the  front  of  which  not  a  spark 
of  light  was  to  be  discovered  from  any  of  the  nanx>w  and 
numerous  windows,  which  were  dimly  vistble  m  tlie 
tivilighc. 
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^ i. 

1.  Pag«  tfiS,  There  is  abuadaat  evidence  that  ie  the  middle  ages  the 
iffice  of  (MiUicexecuiloaer  was  esteemed  highly  houourable  all  over  Germany. 
It  still  is.  in  such  parts  of  that  coantry  as  retain  the  old  custom  of  execution  by 
stroke  of  sword,  very  far  from  beiug  hejd  discreditable  to  the  extent  tu  whicn 
we  carry  our  feAinrs  on  the  sabjecl,  and  which  exposed  the  man^'iAtrates  of  a 
Scpich  town,  I  rather  think  no  le^s  a  one  Uian  Glasgow,  to  a  good  deal  of 
ridicule  when  they  adt'ertised,  some  few  years  ago,  on  occasion  of  the  death 
ol  their  aaogmau,  that  "  none  but  |>ersoos  of  respectable  character'  need 
apply  for  the  vacant  situation.  At  this  day  iu  China,  in  Persia,  and  probably 
in  otner  Oriental  kiagdoass,  the  Chief  Executioner  is  one  of  the  great  officers 
of  state,  and  is  as  proud  of  the  emblem  of  bis  falal  duty,  as  any  European 
Lord  Chamberlain  of  his  Goldeu  Key. 

The  circumstances  of  the  strange  trial  and  execution  of  the  Kliight  of 
Haceobaeh  are  detailed  minutely  b^^  M.  de  0,afan(e.  from  contemporary 
M^  documents ;  und  the  reader  will  be  graiiQed  with  a  specimen  of  that 
writer's  narrative.  A  tran«laUoa  is  also  given  for  4he  benefit  of  many  of  my 
kind  readers. 

"  De  toutes  parts  on  etah  aeeeume  par  mHHere  pour  assisier  an  frmees  da- 
ce cruel  gouverneur,  tant  la  haine  eiait  crande  coaire  lui.  De  sa  pfistm^  il 
entendait  retentnr  sur  1e  pont  le  pas  4es  ^evaux,  el  s'ienqoenul  a  son  geAlier 
de  ceox  qui  arrivaient :  soil  pour  6«fe  tes  June,  soil  poMr^tretPHwias  desoai 
supplice.  Parfois  le  geAlter  repondaii,  '  Oe  sMil  det  etrangers ;  je  W  aa 
connais  pas.'  '  Ne  sent— ce  pas/  disait  le  pHeoMiier,  *  des  fens  i 
Vitus,  de  haute  tattle,  de  fbrte  apparence,  motrtes  sur  det  c4ievM|c  an 
oreiltes  f*  et  si  le  gedlier  repondaii :  '  Oui/— ^  Afa  ce  sent  les  »«•»«•, 
s'^riatt  Hagenhach,  <  Mon  Dieu,  ayes  pitie  de  aioi !'  et  il  se  rappelait  toutes 
les  insultes  quMl  leur  avait  faites,  toutes  see  ineelences  envers  eux.  II  pensatt, 
mats  trop  tard,  cue  c'^tait  leur  alliance  avec  la*  maieon  d^Anuriche  qui  etait 
cause  de  sa  parte.  Le  4  Mai  1474,  apres  avoir  ktk  nsis  a  la  quesiieii,  il  fut^^ 
a  la  diligence  d'Hermann  d*Eptingen,  gouvemeur  po«v  farehiduc,  amenr* 
devant  ses  Juges,  sur  la  place  publiqoe  de  Brisach  8b  eettlenanee  iam.it 
ferme  et  d'un  homme  qui  ne  craint  pas  la  ariort.  Henri  Iselin  d«  BUe  perta 
la  parole  au  nom  d'Hermann  d'Epnnj^en.  agissant  pear  le  seigneur  du  pays. 
II  parte  k  pen  pres  en  ces  termes:  Pierre  de  Hagenbach,  cbevailier,  mailce 
d'Mlel  de  Monseigneur  le  Due  de  Bourgogne,  et  sou  gtouvemeor  dans  le  pays 
de  Seratte  et  Haute-Alsace,  aurait  dA  respecter  les  privileges  vtterwtBoat 
Facte  d*engagement ;  mais  il  n'a  pas  moins  froite  asn  pieds  les  lois  fie  ueu 
et  des  hommes,  que  les  droits  jorte  et  garantis  au  pays.  11  a  Mi  mettre  k 
mort  sans  jugement  qoatre  bonnites  bourgeois  de  oeraMe  $  B  a  deponHI* 
la  ville  de  Bnsach  de  sa  juridiction,  et  y  a  ^cabU  iuges  et  eonsub  de  aoa 
choix ;  it  a  rompu  et  disperse  les  communaut^  cle  la  bourgeoisie  et  det 
mMiers ;  il  a  leve  des  impots  par  sa  senle  voloiit^ ;  il  a,  conire  toutes  les  lois» 
lor^  chez  les  habitans  des  gens  de  guerre— Lombards,  Francis,  Picardt.  ou 
Flamands :  e  a  favorisS  leur  disordret  et  pillages.  B  leur  a  mdroe  comaMinda 
d'^urger  fears  hdtes  durant  la  nuit,et  avait  fait  preparer,  pour yembarquer 
les  Temmes  et  les  enfans,  des  batteaux  qui  devaient  §tre  sabmerg^s  dans  le 
ithin.  Enfin,  lors  m6roe  qu'il  reietterait  de  telles  cruantes  sur  les  ordres  qu*!! 
H  re9U5,  comment  pourrait  il  s^excuser  d'avoir  fait  violence  et  outrage  a 
lliouneur  de  tant  de  filles  et  femmes,  et  mime  de  saintes  religieuses  V 

'*  D'autres  accusations  furent  port^es  dans  les  interrogatoires }  et  det 
lemoiaii  attesterent  les  violences  faites  aux  rens  de  Mftlhausen  et  aiu  Mar 
ehandsaeBftle. 
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**  Poor  saivre  toutei  let  formes  de  la  ivstfce,  on  •▼ait  doan^  na  avocat  • 
•  Pacciu^.  '  Messire  Pierre  de  HagenbacD,  dit-il,  ne  reconnalt  d'autre  juge  ef 
d'autre  seigneur  que  Monseigneur  le  Due  de  Bonrgogne,  doni  il  avail  com- 
nission,  et  recevaii  les  comniaiRlenieiM.  K  a'avait  nul  xboic  de  eoatnAter  les 
ordres  au'il  etail  charge  d'ex^*uter ;  el  son  devoir  etait  d'obeir.  Nc  sait-oa 
pas  qoelle  soinmission  les  sens  de  guerre  doivent  a  leor  seigneur  et  maitre  1 
Croit-on  que  le  landvogt  de  Monseigneur  le  Due  eftt  k  lui  rerooutrer  et  k  lui 
resister  f  Et  monseigneur  n'aHil  pas  ensnite^  par  sa  prince,  confirm^  et 
ralifi^  tout  ce  <]ui  avait  ^t^  fait  en  son  nom  t  Si  aes  impels  ont  ^t^  demand^, 
e'esl  qu'il  avail  besoin  d'argent.  Pour  les  reroeillir,  il  a  bien  falln  puuir  ceux 
ani  se  refusaient  k  pajer.  C'est  ce  que  Monseigneur  le^  Due,  et  meme 
rempereur,  quand  ils  sonl  V( 


S' 


venos,  ont  reconno  necessaire.    Le  togement  deS 

|>ns  de  guerre  ^tait  aussi  la  suite^  des  ordres  du  Due.  Qnaqi  k  la  juridiction 
e  Brisach ;  le  landvogt  pouvait-il  souffrir  cette  resistance  f  Enfiii  dans  nne 
affaire  si  grave,  od  il  y  va  de  la  vte,  convient-il  de  prodaire  comme  nn  veri- 
table ^rie7,le  dernier  dont  a  pari^  Taccusateur  f  Parmi  ceux  f|oi  ^routent,  y 
en  a-t-il  un  seul  qui  puisse  se  vaoter  de  ne  pM  avoir  saisi  les  occasions  de  se 
diverlir  ?  N'est-il  pas  clair  qoe  Messire  de  Hagenbach  a  seulement  profit^ 
de  la  bonne  volonie  de  uuelques  femmes  oo  filles ;  ou,  pour  mettre  les  choses 
an  pis,  au|il  n'a  ezerc^  o'anlre  contrainte  envers  elles  qu'au  rooyen  de  son 
bon  argefft  V 

**  Les  juges  si^g^rent  long  temps  sur  leur  tribunal.  Dooze  beares  enti^'res 
passerent  sans  que  Tafiaire  ret  termini.  Le  Sire  de  Hagrnba'^h,  loujours 
ferme  et  calme,  n'allegua  d'aotres  defenses,  d*autres  excuses,  que  ceiles  qu'il 
avail  donn^  d^k  sous  la  tonnre— les  ordres  et  la  volenti  de  son  seigneur,  qui 
etait  son  seal    joce,  et  le  seal  <|Cii  |^  lui  demander  compte. 

**  Enfin.  k  sept  neurea  du  soir,  k  la  clart^  des  flambeaux,  les  juges,  apnls 
avoir  d^clar^  qu'i  eux  apparteuait  le  droii  de  prononcer  sur  les  crimes  im- 
pnt^  au  landvogt.  le  firent  rappeler ;  et  rendirent  Icur  sentence  qui  le  con* 
demna  k  mort.  II  ne  s'^ment  pas  davaniage;  et  demanda  pour  loute  crace 
d'avoir  seulement  la  tdte  tranche.  Huit  tMorreaux  des  ot verses  villes  se 
presealerent  pour  exteuter  TarrSt.  Celui  de  Colmar,  qui  passail  pour  le 
plus  adroit,  fut  prefer^.  Avant  de  le  conduire  k  IVchafaud,  les  seize  cheva- 
hem  qui  faisaient  partie  des  toges  requirent  que  Messire  de  Hagenbach  fdt 
d^rad^  de  sa  dignity  de  cnevalier  el  de  tous  ses  honneurs.  Pour  lors 
s'avan^  Gaspard  Hurler,  b^raul  de  I'empereur ;  et  il  dil :  *  Pierre  de  Hagen- 
bach, il  me  deplatt  graiM^^ment  que  vous  ftyes  si  mal  emph>y^  voire  vi 
Imorlelle  :  de  sorte  c|a'il  convient  aue  vous  perdiez  non-seuhnenl  la  dignit^ 
et  ordre  de  chevalerie,  mais  aussi  la  vie.  Voire  devoir  eiail  de  rendre  la 
iustice,  de  proteger  la  veuve  et  rorpheiin ;  de  respecter  les  femmes  et  les 
nlles,  d'honorer  les  saintes  prdtres ;  de  vous  apposer  a  loule  injuste  violence  ; 
et.  au  contraire,  vous  avez  commis  lout  ce  que  vous  deviez  empdcber. 
Ajrant  ainsi  forfeit  au  noble  ordre  de  chevalerie,  et  aux  sermens  que  vous 
aviez  jur^s,  les  cbevaliers  ici  presens  m'ont  enjoinl  de  vous  en  6ler  les  insigoes. 
Ne  les  7oyant  pas  sur  vous  en  ce  moment,  je  vous  proclame  indigne  chevalier 
de  Saint  Georse,  an  nom  et  k  Fbonneur  duqiiel  ou  vous  avail  autrefois  bonor^ 
de  Pordre  de  chevalerie.'  Puis  s'avaii^a  Hermann  d'Epliiicen :  '  Puis  qu'oa 
▼ient  de  te  d^grader  de  chevalerie,  je  te  depouiUe  de  ton  collier,  chalne  d'or, 
anneau,  poignard,  eperon,  gantelel.^  Jl  les  lui  prit  et  lui  en  frappa  le  visage^ 
et  i^outa :  *  Chevaliers,  et  voqs  qui  desirez  le  devenir,  j'espere  que  cette 
ponition  publiqoe  vous  servira  d'exemple,  et  que  vous  vivrez  dans  la  crainto 
de  Dteu,  noblemenl  et  vaiiiamment,  selon  la  dignity,  de  la  chevalerie  et  Phon* 
neur  de  voire  nom.'  Enfin,  le  prevdt  d'Einsilheim.  et  marecbal  de  cette 
commission  de  luges,  se  leva,  et  s^adressant  au  bourreau  lui  dil :  '  Faites 
telon  la  justice/ 

"  Tous  les  juges  monterenl  k  chevnl  aiusi  qu'  Hermann  d'Enlingen.  An 
milieu  d'eux  marchait  Pierre  de  Hagenbach,  entre  deux  pretres.  C'etait 
p«ndant  la  nuii.  Des  torches  exclairaient  la  marche ;  une  foule  immense  se 
pressaitaulourdece  triste  cortege.  Le  condamn^  s'eutretenalt  avec  son 
confesseur  d'un  air  pieux  et  recueilli,  mais  ferme  3  se  recoa         '     "         ' 


Digitized 


by  Google 


90TIC8  TO  Aiorx  or  gkismtkih«  3ft3 

mpn^retde  tow  cess  <|mPcalaw«ieat  Arriv*  dans  one  pretriedeTuitki 
porte  de  la  villa,  a  moota  Mir  racbalRuid  d'oo  pai  assort  s  paii  alevant  la 
»oiE  J— 

" '  Je  n'ai  pas  pear  de  la  mort,'  dit-il ;  '  encoreone  Je  oe  Vattenditte  paa 
de  cette  torce..  mals  bien  les  annes  a  la  naio  $  qoe/e  plains  cVsi  toot  le  sang 
qoe  le  mten  fera  cooler.  Monseigoeur  oe  laissera  point  ce  Jour  sans  ven- 
geance pour  moi.  Je  ne  r^rette  ni  ma  vie,  al  mon  corps.  J'etais  tiomuie-«- 
pries  pour  moi.'  II  s'entretint  encore  un  instant  avec  son  confesseur,  pra- 
senta  fa  t6te  et  reftit  le  coup.**— M.  Di  Barintx,  ton.  s.  p.  197. 

Tkihslatioh. 

*'  Soch  was  the  detastatioa  in  whicli  this  cruel  governor  was  held,  thai 
'litades  flocked  in  froas  all  qaarlars  to  be  present  at  bis  trial.  He  hea»d 
I  his  prison  the  bridge  re-echo  with  the  tread  of  horses,  and  woold  ask  ol 
his  jailer  respectinf^  tme  who  were  arriving,  whether  thej  might  be  Us 
Judges,  or  those  desirous  of  witnessinr  bis  pumshaseat.  SometisMs  the  iailer 
would  answer,  '  these  are  sirancers  whom  I  know  noU'—^  Are  not  they/  said 
the  prisener,  '  men  BManlj  dao,  tall  ia  stature,  and  of  bold  mien,  aaouatad 
on  sliort-eared  horses  f '  And  if  the  jailer  answered  ia  the  affirasative^  '  Ah, 
these  are  the  Swiss/  cried  Hagenbach.  '  M^  God,  have  asercj  ea  me !' 
he  recalled  to  mind  all  the  insulto  and  cruellies  he  bad  heaped  apon  tk 
He  coMsidered,  but  too  laCe,  that  their  alliaace  with  the  house  of  Austria 
been  his  destruction. 

<*  Ott  the  4ih  of  May  1474,  after  beiar  pot  to  the  torture,  be  was  brought 
before  his  judces  in  the  public  square  of  Drisach,  at  the  iastaace  of  HeraMuw 
d'Eptingen,  who  governed  for  the  Archduke.  His  countenance  was  firm,  as 
one  who  fears  not  death.  Henry  Iselin  of  B&le  first  spoke  in  the  name  of 
Hermann  d'Eptingen,  who  acted  ibr  the  lord  of  the  country.  He  proceeded 
ia  nearly  these  tenns :— ^  Peter  de  Hagenbach,  knight,  steward  of  mv  lord 
the  IXike  of  Burgundy,  and  his  CDvemor  in  the  couatrv  of  Serattc  and  Haul* 
Alsace,  was  bound  to  observe  tM  nrivileges  reserved  ny  act  of  compact,  but 
he  has  alike  trampled  under  foot  die  laws  of  God  and  man,  and  the  righU 
which  have  been  guaranteed  by  oath  to  the  country.  He  has  caused  lour 
wofsbipfiii  burgesses  of  Seratte  to  be  put  U>  death  mithout  trial  t  ^  hat 
spoiled  the  city  of  Brisacfa,  and  esublisbed  there  judges  and  coasnls  chosea 
by  hissself ;  he  has  broken  and  dispersed  the  various  eommunities  of  borgheia 
and  craAsmen ;  he  has  levied  imp«ists  of  his  owa  will  i  eaatnrf  \fk  ever  v  law, 


he  has  quartered  upon  the  inhabitanU  soldieis  of  various  countries,  Lombard^ 
French,  men  of  Picardy  and  Flemings,  aaid  has  encouraged  t^em  in  pillage 
aiid  disorder ;  he  has  even  commanded  these  men  to  butcher  their  hosts 
during  night,  and  had  caused  boaU  to  be  pcenared  to  embark  therein  woom« 
aud  children  to  be  sunk  in  the  Rhine.  Finally,  should  he  olead  the  oldest 
which  he  had  received  as  an  excuse  fur  these  cruelties,  how  eaa  he  clear 
himself  of  having  dishoaouied  so  many  women  aad  maidens,  even  those 
under  religieus  vows  t' 

'<  Other  accusations  were  brought  acainst  him  bv  examination,  aad  wit^ 
nesses  proved  outrages  cemmiHerton  the  people  of  ffulhaueea,  and  the  mar- 
ebants  of  Bale. 

''  That  every  form  of  Jnslice  might  be  observed,  an  advocate  was  appoinlad 
to  defend  the  accused.  '  Messire  Peter  de  Havenbach,'  said  he,  *  recogitisai 
no  ether  judge  or  master  than  my  lord  the  Duke  of  Burgundy,  whose  camr 
siission  he  bore  and  whose  orders  he  received.  He  had  no  caatrel  over  the 
orders  he  was  charmd  to  execute  ;— his  daiy  was  to  obey.  MHio.is  ignoraal 
•f  the  subaiission  (we  by  military  retainers  to  their  lord  and  master!  Caa 
any  one  believe  tlwt  the  landvogt  of  my  lord  the  Duke  ceytild  remonslr#l« 
Willi  or  resist  him  f  And  has  not  my  lord  confirmed  aivlratified  by  his  prea 
eiirp  all  acts  done  in  his  name  7  If  imposts  have  been- levied,  it  was  beowme 
he  had  need  of  money ;  to  obtain  it,  it  was  necessary  to  punish  those  who 
rviused  payment :  this  proceeding  my  lord  the  Duke,  and  the  Emperor  him- 
self, when  present,  have  cfnsidarad  aaexpediei^  The  quartering  of  soldiers 
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•ras  alto  Id  aceordance  with  (tw  ofden  of  (ke  Dak«.  W!fb  mpeet  to  <|» 
JurisdicUon  of  Brisach,  eoald  the  landvoct  permit  anj^  reiittaace  fronn  tiwt 
fluarter  f  To  ooocliid«^  ia  fo  aeriooa  aa  aflairr-«Qf  wlMch  toochas  tbt  life  of 
Oia  prisoner.—- can  ibe  last  accasatioii  be  realty  considered  a  grievanca  f 
Amonfp  atl  laose  wIk>  bear  me,  is  there  one  man  who  can  say  be  has  never 
commiiied  sim9ar  imprudencies  f  la  it  net  evident.tbal  Messire  de  Hagenbach 
has  only  taken  advantage  of  the  good-will  of  smne  girls  and  women,  or,  at 
the  worst,  that  bis  money  was  the  only  restraint  imnosad  noon  (hem  T 

"  The  judges  sat  for  a  long  time  on  tlie  tribtmaf.  Twelve  hours  elapsed 
before  the  termination  of  the  trial.  The  Kaight  of  Hagenbach,  always  calm 
and  undaunted,  brought  forward  no  other  defoiice  or  excuse  than  what  he  had 
bafopt  fivea  when  under  the  lartuaa ;  via.  tl»  eadara  and  wiH  o^liis  lard,  who 
aiaae  w«b  his  judge,  and  wim  alom  cealil  demasd  as  «aplaaaii«iw  Ai  Ita^, 
at  aevca  in  the  aveaiag,  aad  i^y  the  Kgfct  of  loivhes,  the  judgea,  ai|er  haiving 
^dared  k  their  prwinea  to  aranovaice  jadgment  an  the  erfmaa  ef  which  the 


r  prwfuea  to  praaoaaca  Jadgn 
laui)  Bg^'t  waa  aecaaed,  eaasad  MatolM  called  befcaa  them,  aad  ddivared 
their  aealeaea  eoademaiag  hiai  to  death.  Ha  balfayed  aa  auMiiiatt,  and  ealy 
dsmaadsd  aa  a  Ihvour,  that  haahaald  be  beheaded.  Bight  execaiiunars  of 
various  towns  p^eaaatad  thuawal^'us  toeaerwte  the  aenteaea  %  the  aaa  haloaf- 
Mg  to  Oohaar,  wim  was  aeeoaatod  the  aMst  aspart,  was  arefevrrd. 

^  Bsfcsa  eenduetiag  him  to  the  sceflbld,  the  aixtorn  knights,  who  actod  aa 
todgaa,  asootred  that  Messire  da  Hagaalkaeh  should  be  jiagiadad  Cram  ifaa 
dignity  of  anight,  and  from  all  his  honours.  Then  advanced  Gaspar  Hurler, 
lurale  of  the  Bmperer^  aad  said  i*-  ""  ' 
Ihat  ^NM  have  ee  ampteyed  year  i 
dignity  aad  hoaeur  of  haightoood^ 
der^uslioa,  to  protoal  ihewidow  aad «... 
to  honour  the  holy  friasts,  to  appose  every  ttn|osit  outrage :  but  you  have 
vaars^  eoramhied  «4al  yoa  ought  to  have  opposed  m  others.  Haviag 
taMdoeo,  therefore,  the  oaihs  wMeh  yoa  hava  swotov  aiid  havtag  forfoiied  the 
iiehle  order  of  knighthood,  the  kaights  here  preaeat  have  enjoiaed  me  to 
depffva  yoa  of  its  inaignia.  llot  percai^ring  them  ea  ^near  peiaon  at  this 
mmnaat,  I  pmt^tm  you  aawaiihy  Kaight  <if lit.  Ommm,  ia  whose  name  and 
teaoacyoa  weiefoamerlf  adsMttad  in-«ie'OPder  of  haighihoad.'  Then  Her- 
•maa  dTSpttagea-advaaead.  'diace  jrau  «ra  demdi»d  from  kntghtbaod,  I 
4lapriva  jMMi  of  year  eellar,f«ld  chain,  wag,  pamaad,  spur,  and  gauatlet.' 
Ma  thaatoek  l|ie«i>fimn him, and, striking himoatoe faee, added  >-/Knights, 
asidyaa  who«apire  to  that  honour,  I  trust  ihis;publto  ounislmieni  will  serve 
aa  na-aaamplato  31911,  and  thai  ywu  will  live  m  she  faar  ef  God,  nobly  and 
^Miliantly,)in  aeeordaace  with  the  dM>nity  af  knighlheod,  end  the  honour  of 
fear  aaasa/  At  laat  the  pMvaai  «f  Binselheim,  «ad  marshal  of  that  com* 
miisaien  W  judges,  arose,  aad  tMidressing  hitoself  to  iha  eMcatbaer,— '  Let 
>iaiieebaaoiS7  '  ^      . 

^  All  iha  judges,  «loar  with  Henaaaa  digptiagaa,  maantod  aw  horseback ; 
ia  the  midst  of  them  walked  Peter  de  Hagenbacb  betwaaa  tsaa  priests.  It 
wiat  tdght,  «ad  they  maivhad  hy  the  ligto  of  taaahest  aa  tamiensa  erowd 
waasaa  araaad 'das  aad  praeaaman.  The  priaaaarcaaaaraad  with  hiscoa- 
wssor,  with  pious,  collected,  and  firm  demeanonr,  recommendWig  himself  to 
Iha  paayeia  ttf'tm  spattoleia.  Oa  arriving  at«aAeadowwi|haivi  ahe  gate 
•Nhatoam,  ha  maaatod4ha  saaibld  with  a  drm  slap,  and  atovating  his  voice. 


«<  4  1  foar  «at  death,  I  have  sftways  expaotad  it  t  tMit,  iadaed,  ia  this  man- 
lier, hot  with  arms  hi  asyhaad.  1  regret  akme  4he  bload  wMeh  mine  wdl 
cause  to^heehed}  myilord  will  not  permit  this  4tty  to  pass  anwrenged.  I 
lagMtaaidier  my  life  «r  body,  i  was  a  man— pray  for  me  f  iiacon%«rsed 
•B  toslant  n*ore  with  his  confessor,  f  reseated  his  head,  and  racaivad  tha 
Maw.''— 41.  IMI  fiAKANTa,  tom.  x.  p.  197. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

lit  Carrier,  MThat,  ostler  !-^a  plagae  on  thee,  hast  never  an  eye  in  th^r 
bead  f  Canst  thou  not  hear  1  An  'twere  not  as  good  a  deed  as  drink  to 
break  the  pate  of  thee,  I  am  a  very  villain-*<!^me,  and  be  hangted— Hast 
tbon  no  fiitth  in  tbee  f 

OadtkUl,  I  pray  thee,  lend  me  thy  lantern,  to  see  n^  gelding  in  tW 
'Stable. 

%i  Carrier,    Nay,  soft,  I  pniy  you— I  know  a  trick  worth  two  of  that. 

GadshiU.    I  prithee  lend  me  thine. 

9d  Carrier,  Ay,  when?  Canst  tell  t— Lend  thee  my  lantern,  qoothaf 
Marry,  V\\  see  thee  hanged  first.  He»ry  IV, 

The  social  spirit  peculiar  to  the  French  nation  bad 
already  btroduced  into  the  inns  of  that  country  the  gay 
and  cheerful  character  of  welcome,  upon  wliich  Erasmus, 
at  a  later  period,  dwells  with  strong  emphasis,  as  a  con- 
trast to  the  saturnine  and  sullen  reception  which  strange^ 
were  apt  to  meet  with  at  a  German  caravansera.  Pbil- 
ipson  was,  therefore,  in  expectation  of  being  received  by 
the  busy,  civil,  and  talkative  host — by  the  hostess  and 
her  daughter,  all  softness,  coquetry,*  and  glee — the  smiling 
and  supple  waiter— the  officious  and  dimpled  charabei- 
maid.  The  better  inns  in  France  boast  also  separate 
rooms,  where  strangers  could  change  or  put  in  order  their 
dress,  where  they  might  sleep  without  company  in  their 
bediooiQi  and  where  they  could  deposit  their  baggage  in 
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privacy  and  safety.  But  all  these  luxuries  were  as  yet 
unknown  in  Germany  ;  and  in  Alsace,  where  the  scene 
now  lies,  as  well  as  in  the  other  dependencies  of  the 
Empire,  they  regarded  as  effeminacy  every  thing  beyond 
such  provisions  as  were  absolutely  necessary  for  the  sup- 
ply of  lie  wtntS  df  tllif  eltert )  and  ikvegfi.  the«6  i^ere 
coarse  and  indifferent,  and,  excepting  in  the  article  of 
wine,  sparingly  ministered. 

The  Englishman,  finding  that  no  one  appeared  at  the 
giite,  begao  Co  make  his  presence  known  by  caUkif  aloud, 
and  finally  by  alighting,  and  smiting  with  all  t)is  might 
on  the  doors  of  the  hostelrie  for  a  long  time,  without  at- 
tracting the  least  attention.  At  length  the  head  of  a 
grizzled  servitor  was  thrust  out  at  a  small  window,  who, 
in  a  voice  which  sounded  Kke  that  of  one  displeased  at 
the  interruption,  rather  than  hopeful  of  advantage  from 
the  arrival  of  a  guest,  demanded  what  he  wanted, 

'<  Is  this  an  inn  ?"  replied  PhiUpsoo. 

**  Yes,"  bluntly* replied  the  domestic,  and  was  abotti 
to  withdraw  from  the  wilidoWj  wheti  the  trafellelr  addwl,^^ 

"  And  if  it  be,  can  I  have  lodgings  ?" 

**  You  may  come  in,'*  was  the  short  and  dry  answer, 

"  Send  some  one  to  take  the  horses-,"  replied  Phil- 
ipson. 

"  No  one  is  at  leisure,"  replied  this  most  repulsive  of 
Wiftem  $  **  you  must  litter  down  yo«r  hortes  yourself^  in 
the  way  that  likes  you  best." 

**  Where  is  the  stable  ?"  said  the  merchant^  whdse 
prudence  and  temper  were  scarce  proof  agaicist  this  IXifch 
phlegm. 

The  felloWj  who  seemed  as  Sparing  of  hie  w^rdsyafrif, 
like  the  Princess  in  the  fairy  tale^  he  had  droppefll  duoa» 
with  each  of  them,  only  pointed  to  ^  door  in  dn  outer 
building,  more  resembling  that  of  a  celkr  than  of  a  st^lble, 
and,  a&  if  weary  of  the  conference,  drew  in  his  head,  and 
shut  the  window  sharply  against  the  guest,  a^  he  would 
against  an  importunate  beggar. 

Cursing  the  spirit  of  indepejfvdenee  whieh  leg  « traveUei 
ti>  big  owti  re^oui-c^s  tind  w&ttieng^  PMitjifs^  Tmkimf  s 
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KVtui?  pf  im^^Xf,  led  the  two  Mgi  towards  the  dour 

poiat^c}  osxX  ^  thai  pf  the  stable,  and  wa9  rejoiced  at  heart 
tQ  3^0.  light  gllinnc^ering  through  its  chinks.  He  enten^d 
with  hi$'<$barge  btp  a  place  very  like  th^  dungeon  vault 
of  an  ancient  eastle^  rudely  Qtted  up  with  some  racks  and 
noangersu  It  was  of  considerable  extent  in  point  of  length, 
^nd  at  the  lower  end  two  or  three  persoiis  were  engaged 
hjt  tying  qp  their  horses^  dressing  tjbem,  and  dispensing 
thepft  their  prpveftdei. 

This  la9t  article  was  delivered  by  the  ostler,  a  very 
old  lani^  man;,  wMx  neither  put  his  hand  tf>  vn$p  or  curry-- 
comb, but  sat  weighing  &rth  bay  by  the  pound,  and 
(^puotiAg  co^t  corQ,  a^  it  $eQmed,  by  tb^  grain,  so  anxiously 
did  h^  bfnd  over  hi^  tasHi  by  the  aid  of  a  blinking  light 
«nclas€id  within  a  horn  lantern^  Ha  did  not  even  turq  his 
head  at.  tb^  noise  which  the  Eo^lisbmam  made  o«  eptering 
t];^^  plsM^e  with  two  additional  horses,  far  less  did  he  seem 
disposed  to  give  himself  th^  least  troublej;  or  the  stranger 
the  amallest  assistance. 

In  respect  pf  cleanliness,  the  stable  of  Augeas.  bore  no 
sa>all  resemblance  to  that  of  this  Alsatian  dorff,  and  it 
would  have  been  an  exploit  worthy  of  Herci^les  to  have 
restored  it  to  such  a  state  of  cl^axdiness,  as  would  have 
made  it  barely  decent  in  the  eyes,  and  tolerable  tp  the 
nostrils,  of  the  punctilious  Englishman.  Buit  this  was  a 
matter  whk^h  disgusted  Philipson  hieii^Qir  muph  more 
than  those  pf  his  party  whipb  were  principally  copoefnec 
They,  videlicet  the  two  borsesc,  seepfting  perfepilly  to  un^ 
derstand  that  the  rule  of  the  place  was,  *♦  firs^  ^o^ne  6r^ 
served,"  hastened  to  occupy  the  empty  stalls  which  bap^ 
peoed  to  be  nearest  to  tliem.  \n  Hm  «e  pf  them  at 
least  was  disappointed,  being  lepeived  by  a  grppw^  witfca 
blow  across  the  face  with  a  switch. 

«  Take  tbat,".said  the  fellow,  <*  for  fcre«»g  tbys^f  kilo 
the  place  taken  up  for  the  horsea  of  tbe  Bactpn  of  |Un« 
delsheim.^' 

Never  in  the  course  of  his  life  bad  the  S^i^h  Bwir«f 
chant  more  pain  to  fetab  poaseissioQ  of  hia  teller  ihan 
1*    vefc.  u. 
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at  that  moment.  Reflecting^  however^  on  the  discrecBt 
of  quarrelling  with  such  a  man  in  such  a  cause,  he  con« 
tented  himself  with  placing  the  axiinial,  thus  repulsed  from 
the  stall  he  had  chosen,  into  one  next  to  that  of  his  com- 
panion, to  which  no  one  seemed  to  lay  claim. 

The  merchant  then  proceeded,  notwithstanding  the 
&t]gue  of  the  day,  to  pay  all  that  attention  to  the  mute 
companions  of  his  journey,  which  they  deserve  irom  every 
traveller  vyho  has  any  share  of  prudence,  to  say  nothing 
nf  humanity.  The  unusual  degree  of  trouble  which 
Philipson  took  to  arrange  his  horses,  although  his  dress; 
and  much  more  his  demeanour,  seemed  to  place  him 
above  thrs  species  of  servile  labour,  appeared  to  make  an 
impression  even  upon  the  iron  insensibility  of  the  old 
ostler  himself.  He  showed  some  alacrity  in  furnishing 
the  traveller,  who  knew  the  business  of  a  groom  so  well, 
with  corn,  straw,  and  hay,  though  in  small  quantity,  and 
at  exorbitant  rates,  which  were  instantly  to  be  paid  ;  nay, 
he  even  went  as  far  as  the  door  of  the  stable,  that  he 
might  point  across  the  court  to  the  well,  from  which 
Philipson  was  obliged  to  fetch  water  with  his  qwn  hands. 
The  duties  of  the  stable  being  finished,  the  merchant  con- 
eluded  that  he.  had  gained  such  an  interest  with  the  grim 
master  of  the  horse,  as  to  learn  of  him  whetlier  he  might 
leave  his  bales  safely  in  the  stable. 

"  You  may  leave  them  if  you  will,"  said  the  ostler  } 
"  but  touching  their  safety,  you  will  do  much  more  wisely 
if  yoii  take  them  with  you,  and  give  no  temptation  to 
any  one  by  suflering  them  to  pass  firom  under  your  own 
eyes.** 

So  saying,  the  man  of  oats  closed  his  oracular  jaws,  nor 
eould  he  be  prevailed  upon  to  unlocks  them  again  by  any 
enquiry  which  his  customer  could  devise. 

In  the  course  of  this  cold  and  comfortless  reception, 
Philipson  recollected  the  necessity  of  supporting  the 
character  of  a  prudent  and  wary  trader,  which  he  had 
forgotten  once  before  in  the  course  of  the  day  ;  and,  imi- 
tating what  he  saw  the  others  do,  who  had  been,  Hke 
himself,  engaged  in  taking  charge  of  their  h(M'9«s,  he  took 
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ap  his  baggage,  and  removed  himself  and  his  propertjr 
to  the  inn.  Here  he  was  suffered  to  enter,  rather  than 
admitted,  into  the  general  or  public  sivbe,  or  room  of  en- 
tertainment, which,  like  the  ark  of  the  patriarch,  received 
^all  ranks  without  distinction,  whether  clean  or  unclean. 

The  stubSy  or  stove,  of  a  German  inn,  derived  its  name 
from  the  great  hypocaust,  which  is  always  strongly  heated 
to  secure  the  warmth  of  the  apartment  in  which  it  is 
placed.  There  travellers  of  every  age  and  description 
assembled — there  their  upper  garments  were  indiscrimi- 
nately hung  up  around  the  stove  to  dry  or  to  air — ^and  the 
guests  themselves  were  seen  employed  in  various  acts  of 
ablution  or  personal  arrangement,  which  are  generally,  in 
modem  times,  referred  to  the  privacy  of  the  dressing- 
room. 

The  more  refined  feelmgs  of  the  Englishman  were 
disgusted  with  this  scene,  and  he  was  reluctant  to  mingle 
in  it.  For  this  reason  he  enquired  for  the  private  retreat 
of  the  landlord  himself,  tnisting  that,  by  some  of  the 
arguments  powerful  among  his  tribe,  he  might  obtain 
separate  qbarters  from  the  crowd,  and  a  morsel  of  food, 
to  be  eaten  in  private.  A  grey-haired  Ganymede,  to 
whom  he  put  the  question  where  the  landlord  was,  indi- 
cated a  recess  behind  the  huge  stove,  where,  veiling  his 
glory  in  a  very  dark  and  extremely  hot  comer,  it  pleased 
the  great  man  to  obscure  himself  from  vulgar  gaze.  There 
was  something  remarkable  about  this  person.  Short, 
stout,  bandylegged,  and  consequential,  he  was  in  these 
respects  like  many  brethren  of  the  profession  in  all  coun- 
tries. But  the  countenance  of  the  man,  and  still  more 
his  manners,  differed  more  from  the  merry  host  of  France 
or  England,  than  even  the  experienced  Pliilipson  was 
prepared  to  expect.  He  knew  German  customs  too  well 
to  expect  the  suppliant  and  serviceable  qualities  of  the 
master  of  a  French  inn,  or  even  the  more  blunt  and 
frank  manners  of  an  English  landlord.  But  such  Ger- 
man innkeepers  as  he  had  yet  seen,  though  indeed  arbi- 
trary and  peremptory  in  their  country  fashions,  yet,  being 
humoured  in  these,  they,  like  tyrants  in  .their  hours  of 
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r^ktatipiH  deiUt  kmcUy  with  the  go«9t9  over  whom  theii 
#wfty  ^xOnckd,  aud  mitigated,  by  jest  god  jpUity,  the 
b«r3hna69  of  their  absolute  power.  But  this  Qiao's  brow 
was  like  a  tragic  volunie,  io  wbKh  you  were  as  unlikely 
to  fiod  aoy'thiug  of  jest  or  amuseiwent,  as  io  a  berinit'jb# 
breviary «  His  answei^  were  short,  suddeu,  and  repulmve. 
and  the  air  asKl  nuuiiier  with  which  they  were  dehvered 
was  as  surly  4s  their  tenor  ;  which  will  appear  from  th« 
folk)iwiQg  diakjgue  betwLtt  him  and  his  guest  :*— 

<<  Good  bost,"  said  Philipson,  in  tlie  miklest  tone  he 
could  assume,  <'  I  am  iatigued,  and  iar  from  well — ^May 
i  request  to  have  a  separate  apartment,  a  cup  of  ^Hie, 
and  a  morsel  of  food,  in  my  private  chamber  ?" 

"  You  may,"  answered  the  landlord  ;  but  with  a  loo^ 
strangely  at  variance  with  the  apparent  acquiescence 
which  hi»  words  naturally  implied. 

<'  Let  nie  have  such  accommodation,  then,  with  your 
earliest  couv^nience/' 

"  Soft !"  replied  ^he  innkeepef .  "  I  hav^  said  that  you 
may  request  these  things,  but  pot  that  1  would  gram 
them.  If  you  would  insist  on  being  served  differently 
from  others,  it  must  he  at  another  in^  than  mine." 

"  Well,  theo,"  said  the  traveller,  "  I  will  shift  without 
supper  for  a  night — nay,  more,  I  will  be  content  to  pay 
for  a  supper  which  I  do  not  eat,  if  you  will  cause  me  to 
be  accommodated  with  a  private  apartment  ?'' 

"  Siguier  traveHer,"  said  the  innkeeper,  ".every  one 
here  must  be  accommodated  as  well  as  you,  since  all  pay 
alike.  Whoso  comes  to  this  house  of  entertainment,  must 
eat  as  others  eat,  drink  as  others  drink,^  sit  at  table  witl> 
the  rest  of  my  guests,  and  go  to  bed  when  the  company 
have  done  drinking." 

"  All  this,"  said  Philipson,  bumbling  himself  where, 
anger  would  have  been  ridiculous,  "  is  highly  reasonable  ; 
and  I  do  not  oppose  myself  to  your  laws  or  customs. 
But,"  added  be,  taking  his  purse  from  hb  girdle,  "  sick- 
ness craves  some  privilege  ;  and  when  the  patient  is  will- 
ing to  pay  for  it,  methinks  th^  rigour  of  your  laws  mat 
admit  of  spuie  nutigatiou  ?" 
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''  1  keep  su»  inn,  Sif^mr,  and  noC  m  boifjua.  If  yon 
remain  bere»  yon  sbaU  be  served  with  tbe  same  atlealKMi 
as  otherR9-^if  yo^^  are  not  wUliAg  to  da  ts  others  do, 
leave  my  lamm  and  $eek  aaotber  mn" 

Qq  receiving  this  deoisAve  rebuff,  Pbilipson  gave  up 
the  ooDtest,  aod  retired  froea  the  samctum  mnctorum  of 
his  uBgraciPU^  host,  to  await  the  amyal  of  supper,  penned 
op  like  a  bullock  in  a  poujiid,  amongst  tbe  crowded  in- 
habitants  of  the  stnU^^  Some  of  these,  exhausted  by 
&tigue,  snored  avinay  the  interval  between  their  owo  arrival 
and  that  of  the  expected  repast ;  others  conversed  to- 
gether o»  tbe  news  of  the  country,  and  others  again  played 
at  dice,  or  such  games  as  might  serve  to  consume  the 
tiine.  The  ooai|>any  were  of  various  ranks,  fit>ro  those 
who  were  apparently  wealthy  and  well-appointed,  to  some 
whose  garments  and  mjuiDers  indicated  that  they  were 
tmt  just  beycod  the  giasp^  of  poverty, 

A  begging  friar,  a  mao  apparently  of  a  gay  and  pleasaol 
temper,  approached  Philipson,  and  engaged  him  in  con- 
versatk».  The  Englisbmaa  was  well  enough  acqua'inted 
with  the  world  to  be  aware,  that  whatever  of  bis  charac-t 
ter  and  purpose  it  was  desirable  to  oooceal,  would  be  best 
hidden  under  a  sociable  and  opien  demteasour.  Be,  there- 
fore, received  the  friar's  approaches^  graciously,  and  con* 
versed  with  him  upon  the  state  «if  T^rraine,  and  the 
interest  which  the  Duke  of  Bui^gwidy^  attempt  to  seiae 
that  fief  into  his  owe  hands  was  likely  to  create  both  in 
France  and  Germany.  On  these  subjects,  satisged  with 
hearing  Iiis  fellow-tsaveller's  sentiments,  PliiUpsoe  ex- 
pressed DO  opiiikMi  of  his  own,  buty  after  receiving  such 
ietelligence  as  the  friai:  choae  to  communicate,  preferred 
rather  to  talk  upon  the  geography  of  the  country,  the  jtk'* 
cilities afforded  to  oomaoerce,afldtlie  rules  which  <;Jbstrucled 
or  favoured  trade. 

While  be  was  thus  engaged  in  the  coiebyersaiiioo  fv&ich 
seemed  most  to  belong  to  his  pnofessiop,  the  landlord 
suddenly  entered  the  room,  and,  mounti&g  on  the  head 
af  an.  old  barrel,  glenced  Im  eye  slowly  and  stea£ly 
fouBd  the  QPoivdefl  apartmrnit,.  and  when  \m  bed  cesapletied 
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his  survey,  pronounced  in  a  decbive  tone,  the  douMe 
eommand, — <'  Shut  the  gates — Spread  the  table/' 

<<  The  Baron  St.  Antonio  be  praised/'  said  the  friar, 
^<  our  landlord  has  given  up  hope  of  any  more  guests  to- 
night, until  which  blessed  time  we  might  have  starved  for 
want  of  food<  before  he  had  relieved  us.  Ay,  here  comes 
the  cloth,  the  old  gates  of  the  court-yard  are  now  bolted 
last  enough,  and  when  Ian  Mengs  has  once  said,  ^  Shut 
the  gates,'  the  stranger  may  knoek  on  the  outside  as 
fie  will,  but  we  may  rest  assured  that  it  shall  not  be 
opened  to  him." 

<<  Meinherr  Mengs  maintains  strict  disciplbe  m  hb 
house,"  said  the  Englishman. 

<<  As  absolute  as  the  Duke  of  Burgundy,"  answered 
the  friar.  <<  After  ten  o'clock,  no  admittance— the  *  seek 
another  inn,'  which  is  before  that  a  conditional  hint,  be* 
comes,  after  the  clock  has  struck,  and  the  watchmen  have 
begim  their  rounds,  an  absolute  order  of  exclusion.  He 
that  is  without  remains  without,  and  he  that  is  within 
must,  in  like  manner,  continue  there  until  the  gates  open 
at  break  of  day.  Till  then  the  house  is  almost  like  a 
beleaguered  citadel,  John  Mengs  its  seneschal" — 

"  And  we  its  captives,  good  father,"  said  Philipson. 
^'  Well,  content  am  I ;  a  wise  traveller  must  submit  to 
the  control  of  the  leaders  of  the  people  when  he  travels ; 
and  I  hope  a  goodly  fat  potentate,  like  John  Mengs,  will 
be  as  clement  as  his  station  and  dignity  admit  of." 

While  they  were  talkitig  in  this  manner,  the  aged 
waiter,  with  many  a  weary  sigh,  and  many  a  groan,  had 
drawn  out  certain  boards,  by  which  a  table,  that  stood  in 
the  midst  of  the  sitAi,  had  the  capacity  of  being  extend* 
ed,  so  as  to  contain  the  company  present,  and  covered  it 
with  a  cloth,  which  was  neither  distinguished  by  extreme 
cleanliness  nor  fineness  of  texture.  On  this  table,  when 
it  had  been  accommodated  to  receive  the  necessary  num- 
ber of  guests,  a  wooden  trencher  and  spoon,  together 
with  a  glass  drinking  cup,  were  placed  before  each,  he 
being  expected  to  serve  himself  with  his  own  knife  for 
the  other  purposes  of  the  table.     As  for  forks^  they  wer» 
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unknown  until  a  much  later  period,  all  the  Europeans  of 
that  day  making  the  same  use  of  the  6ngers  to  select  their 
morsels  and  transport  them  to  the  mouth,  which  the 
Asiatics  now  practise. 

The  board  was  no  sooner  arranged,  than  the  hungry 
guests  hastened  to  occupy  their  seats  around  it ;  for  which 
purpose  the  sleepers  were  awakened,  the  dicers  resigned 
their  gacne,  and  the  idlers  and  politicians  broke  off  their 
sage  debates,  in  order  to  secure  their  station  at  the  supper 
table,  and  be  ready  to  perform  their  part  in  the  interest- 
ing solemnity  which  seemed  about  to  take  place.  But 
there  is  much  between  the  cup  and  the  lip,  and  not  less 
sometimes  between  the  covering  of  a  Table  and  the  placing 
food  upon  it.  The  guests  sat  in  order,  each  with  his 
knife  drawn,  already  menacing  the  victuals  which  were 
still  subject  to  the  operations  of  the  cook.  They  had 
waited  with  various  degrees  of  patience,  for  full  half  an 
hour,  when  at  length  the  old  attendant  before  mentioned 
entered  with  a  pitcher  of  thin  Moselle  wine,  so  light  and 
so  sharp-tasted,  that  Philipson  put  down  his  cup  with 
every  tooth  in  his  head  set  on  edge  by  the  slender  portion 
which  he  had  swallowed.  The  landlord,  John  Mengs, 
who  had  assumed  a  seat  somewhat  elevated  at  the  head 
of  the  table,  did  not  omit  to  observe  this  mark  of  insub- 
ordination, and  to  animadvert  upon  it. 

"  The  wine  likes  you  not,  I  think,  my  master  ?"  said 
he  to  the  English  merchant.    ' 

"  For  wine,  no,"  answered  Vhilipson  ;  "  but  could  I 
see  any  thing  requiring  such  sauce,  I  have  seldom  seen 
better  vinegar." 

Thb  jest,  though  uttered  in  the  most  calm  and  composed 
manner,  seemed  to  drive  the  innkeeper  to  fury. 

"  Who  are  you,"  he  exclaimed,  "  for  a  foreign  pedlar, 
that  ventures  to  quarrel  with  my  wine,  which  has  Jbeen 
approved  of  by  so  many  princes,  dukes,  reigning  dukes, 
graves,  rhinegraves,  counts,  barons,  and  knights  of  the 
Empire,  whose  shoes  you  are  altogether  unworthy  even 
to  clean  ?     Was  it  not  of  this  wine  that  the  Count  Pala- 
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line  of  NimoiersaU  drank  six  quarts  before  h^  ever  rose 
froca  the  blessed  chair  in.  which  I  now  sit  ?" 

"  I  doubt  it  not,  naine  host,"  said  Philipson  ;  "  nor 
should  I  think  of  scandalizing  the  sobriety  of  your  hon- 
ourable guest,  even  if  he  had  drunken  twice  the  quan- 
tity." 

'*  Silence,  thoD  malicious  railer  !"  said  the  host ;  ^^  and 
let  instant  apology  be  made  to  me,  and  the  wine  which 
you  have  calumniated,  or  I  will  instantly  command  the 
supper  to  be  postponed  till  midnight." 

Here  there  was  a  general  alarm  among  the  guests,  all 
abjuring  any  part  in  the  censures  of  Philipson,  and  most 
of  them  proposing  that  John  Mengs  should  avenge  him- 
self Qd  the  actual  culprit  by  turning  him  instantly  out  of 
doors,  rather  than  involve  so  many  innopent  and  famished 
persons  in  the  consequences  of  his  guilt.  The  wine  they 
pronounced  excellent;  some  two  or  three  even  drank 
their  glass  out,  to  make  their  words  good  ;  and  they  all 
offered,  if  not  with  lives  and  fortunes,  at  least  with  hands 
and  feet,  to  support  the  ban  of  the  house  against  the  con- 
tumacbus  Englishman.  While  petition  and  remonstrance 
were  assailing  John  Mengs  oo  every  side,  the  friar,  Kke  a 
wise  counsellor  and  a  trusty  friend,  endeavoured  to  end 
the  feud  by  advising  Philipson  to  submit  to  the  host's 
sovereignty. 

"  Humble  thyself,  my  son,"  he  said  ;  "  bend  the  stub- 
bornness of  thy  heart  before  the  great  lord  of  the  spigot 
fnd  butt.  I  speak  for  the  sake  of  others  as  well  as  my 
own  ;  for  Heaven  alone  knows  how  much  longer  they  or 
I  can  endure  this  extenuating  fast !" 

"  Worthy  guests,"  said  Philipson,  "  I  am  grieved  to 
have  ofibnded  our  respected  host,  and  am  so  far  from  ob- 
jecting to  the  wine,  that  I  will  pay  for  a  double  flagon 
of  it^  to  be  served  all  round  to  this  honourable  company 
— so,  only,  they  do  not  ask  me  to  share  of  it,^ 

These  last  words  were  spoken  aside  ;  but  the  English- 
man could  not  fail  to  perceive,  from  the  wry  mouths  of 
soma  of  the  party  who  were  possessed  of  a  nicer  palate. 
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(pat  they  were  as  much  afraid  as  himself  of  a  rapetitioa 
ef  the  acid  potation. 

The  friar  next  addressed  the  company  with  a  proposal, 
that  the  foreign  merchant,  instead  of  being  amerced  in  a 
measure  of  the  liquor  which  he  had  scandalized,  siiould 
be  mulcted  in  an  equal  quantity  of  the  more  generous 
wines  which  were  usually  produced  after  the  repast  had 
been  concluded.  In  this  mine  host,  as  well  as  the  guests, 
found  their  advantage  ;  and,  as  Philipson  made  no  objec- 
tion, the  proposal  was  unanimously  adopted,  and  John 
Meogs  gave,  from  his  seat  of  dignity,  the  signal  for  sup- 
per to  be  served. 

The  long-expected  meal  appeared,  and  there  was  twice 
as  much  time  employed  in  consuming  as  tliere  bad  beeo 
in  expecting  it.  The  articles  of  which  the  supper  con- 
sisted, as  well  as  the  mode  of  serving  them  up,  were  as 
much  calculated  to  try  the  patience  of  the  company  as 
the  delay  which  had  preceded  its  appearance.  Messes 
of  broth  and  vegetables  followed  in  succession,  with  plat- 
ters of  meat  sodden  and  roasted,  of  which  each  in  hs 
turn  took  a  formal  course  around  tlie  ample  tabl^,  and 
was  specially  subjected  to  every  one  in  rotation*  Black 
puddings,  hung  beef,  dried  fish,  also  made  the  ck*(:uit, 
with  various  condiments,  called  Botargo,  Caviare,  and 
similar  names,  composed  of  the  roes  of  fish  mixed  tvitb 
spices,  and  the  like  preparations,  calculated  to  awaken 
thirst  and  encourage  deep  drinking.  Flagons  of  mm 
accompamed  these  stimulating  dainties.  The  liquor  was 
so  superior  in  flavour  and  strength  to  tlie  ordinary  wine 
which  had  awakened  so  much  controversy,;  that  it  might 
be  objected  to  on  the  opposite  account,  beoig  so  headyi 
fiery,  and  strong,  that,  in  spite  of  the  rebvifTs  which  his 
criticism  had  aljpeady  procured,  Philif>5oa  ventured  toa&liF^ 
for  some  cold  water  to  allay  it.  ^ 

"  You  are  too  difficult  tp  please,  air  g<wst,"  leplied 
the  landlord,  again  bending  uppn  the  Eng^hman  a  si^mi 
and  ofiSended  brow  ;  ^'  if  you  find  the  wine  too  sivoi^g  in 
my  house,  the  secret  to  allay  its  strength  is  to  drink  the 
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less.  It  is  indifferent  to  us  wliether  you  drink  or  not,  so 
you  pay  the  reckoning  of  those  good  feliows  who  do.*' 
And  he  laughed  a  gruff  laugh. 

Philipson  was  about  to  reply,  but  the  friar,  retaining 
his  character  of  mediator,  plucked  him  by  the  cloak,  and 
entreated  him  to  forbear.  "  You  do  not  understand  the 
ways  of  the  place,"  said  he  ;  ".  it  is  not  here  as  in  the 
hostelries  of  England  and  France,  where  each  guest  calls 
for  what  he  desires  for  his  own  use,  and  where  he  pays 
for  what  he  has  required,  and  for  no  more.  Here  we 
proceed  on  a  broad  principle  of  equality  and  fraternity. 
No  one  asks  for  any  thing  in  paiticular ;  but  such  pro- 
visions as  the  host  thinks  sufficient  are  set  down  before 
all  indiscriminately  ;  and  as  with  the  feast,  so  is  it  with 
the  reckoning.  All  pay  their  proportions  alike,  without 
reference  to  the  quantity  of  wine  which  one  may  have 
swallowed  more  than  another ;  and  thus  the  sick  and  in- 
firm, nay,  the  female  and  the  child,  pay  the  same  as  the 
hungry  peasant  and  strolling  lanz-kneeht.*^ 

"  It  seems  an  unequal  custom,"  said  Philipson  ;  "  but 
tratellers  are  not  to  judge.  So  that  when  a  reckoning  is 
rolled,  every  one,  I  am  to  understand,  pays  alike  ?" 

"  Such  is  the  rule,"  said  the  friar, — "  excepting,  per- 
haps, some  poor  brother  of  our  own  order,  whom  Our 
Lady  and  St.  Francis  send  into  such  a  scene  as  this,  that 
good  Christians  may  bestow  their  alms  upon  him,  and  so 
make  a  step  on  their  road  to  Heaven." 

The  first  words  of  this  speech  were  spoken  in  the  open 
and  independent  tone  in  which  the  friar  had  begun  the 
conversation  ;  the  last  sentence  died  away  into  the  pro- 
fessional whine  of  mendicity  proper  to  the  convent,  and 
at  once  apprized  Philipson  at  what  price  he  was  to  pay 
for  the  friar's  counsel  and  mediation.  Having  thus  ex- 
plained the  custom  of  the  country,  good  Father  Gratian 
turned  to  illustrate  it  by  his  example,  and,  having  no  ob- 
jection to  the  new  service  of  wine  on  account  of  its 
strength,  he  seemed  well  disposed  to  signalize  himself 
•r«0ongst  some  stout  topeis,  who,  by  drinking  deeply, 
appeared  determined  to  have  full  pennyworths  for  their 
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ihare  of  the  reckoning.  The  good  wine  gradually  did 
its  office,  and  even  the  host  relaxed  his  sullen  and  grim  fea- 
tures, and  smiled  to  see  the  kindling  flame  of  hilarity 
catch  from  one  to  another,  and  at  length  embrace  almost 
all  the  numerous  guests  at  the  table  d'hote,  except  a  few 
who  were  too  temperate  to  partake  deeply  of  the  wine, 
or  too  fastidious  to  enter  into  the  discussions  to  which  it 
gave  rise.  On  these  the  host  cast,  from  time  to  time,  a 
sullen  and  displeased  eye. 

Philipson,  who  was  reserved  and  silent,  both  in  conse- 
quence of  his  abstinence  from  the  wine-pot,  and  his 
unwillingness  to  mix  in  conversation  with  strangers,  was 
ooked  upon  by  the  landlord  as  a  defaulter  in  both  par- 
ticulars ;  and  as  he  roused  his  own  sluggish  nature  with 
the  fiery  wine,  Mengs  began  to  throw  out  obscure  bints 
about  kill-joy,  mar-company,  spoil-sport,  and  such  like 
epithets,  which  were  plainly  directed  against  the  Engl'ish- 
man.  Philipson  replied,  with  the  utmost  equanimity, 
that  he  was  perfectly  sensible  that  His  spirits  did  not  at 
this  moment  render  him  an  agreeable  member  of  a  merry 
company,  and  that  with  the  leave  of  those  present,  he 
would  withdraw  to  his  sleeping  apartment,  and  wish  them 
all  a  good  evening,  and  continuance  to  their  mirth. 

But  this  very  reasonable  proposal,  as  it  might  haye 
elsewhere  seemed,  contuned  in  it  treason  against  the' 
laws  of  German  com  potation. 

"  Who  are  you,"  said  John  Mengs,  "  who  presume  to 
leave  the  table  before  the  reckoning  is  called  and  settled? 
Sapperment  der  teufel !  we  are  not  men  upon  whom 
such  an  ofllence  is  to  be  put  with  impunity !  You  may 
exhibit  your  polite  pranks  in  Rams- Alley  if  you  will, 
or  in  E^stcheap,  or  in  Smithfield  ;  but  it  shall  not  be  in 
John  Mengs's  Golden  Fleece,*lior  will  I  suffer  one  guest 
to  go  to  bed  to  blink  out  of  the  reckoning,  and  so  cheat 
me  and  all  the  rest  of  my  company." 

Philipson  looked  round,  to  gather  the  sentiments  of  the 
company,  but  saw  no  encouragement  to  appeal  to  their 
judgment.  Indeed,  many  of  them  had  little  judgment 
Ipft  to  appeal  to,  and  those  who  paid  any  attention  to  the 
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^natter  at  all,  wei-e  some  quiet  old  soakers,  who  were  al- 
ready beginning  to  think  of  the  reckoning,  and  were  dis- 
))osed  to  agree  with  the  host  in  considering  the  English 
mercliant  as  a  flincher,  who  was  determined  to  evade  pay- 
ment of  what  might  be  drunk  after  he  left  the  room ;-  so 
that  John  Mengs  received  the  applause  of  the  whole 
company,  when  he  concluded  his  triumphant  denunciation 
against  Philipson. 

"  Yes,  sir,  you  may  withdraw  if  you  please ;  but,  poz 
element !  it  shall  not  be  for  this  time  to  seek  for  another 
inn,  but  to  the  court-yard  sh^ll  you  go,  and  no  further^ 
there  to  make  your  bed  upon  the  stable  litter ;  and  good 
enough  for  the  man  that  will  needs  be  the  first  to  break 
up  good  company.** 

"  It  is  well  said,  my  jovial  host,"  said  a  rich  trader 
from  Ratisbon  ;  "  and  here  are  some  six  of  us— more  or 
less — who  will  stand  by  you  to  maintain  the  good  old 
customs  of  Germany  ;  and  the — umph — laudable  and — 
and  praiseworthy  rqles  of  the  Golden  Fleece." 

'*  Nay,  be  not  angry,,  sir,"  said  Philipson  ;  "  yourself 
and  your  three  companions,  whom  the  good  wine  has 
multiplied  into  six,  shall  have  your  own  way  of  ordering 
the  matter ;  and  since  you  will  not  permit  me  to  go  t^o 
bed,  I  trust  that  you  will  take  no  offence  if  I  fall  asleep 
in  my  chair." 

"  How  say  you?  what  think  you,  mine  host?"sai4 
the  citizen  from  Ratisbon  ;  "  n^ay  the  gentleman,  being 
drunk,  as  you  see  he  is,  since  he  cannot  tell  that  three 
and  one  make  six — ^I  say,  may  he,  being  drunk,  sleep  ia 
the  elbow-chair  ?** 

This  question  introduced  a  contradiction  on  the  part  of 
the  host,  who  contended  that  three  and  one  madl^  four,^ 
not  six  ;  andjthis  again  prqduced  9  retort  from  th^  Ratis'v 
bon  trader.  Other  clamours  rose  at  the  san^e  timje,  ano, 
were  at  length  with  difficulty  silenced  by  the  st^naas  of  a 
chorus  song  of  mirth  and  good  fellowship,^  w^bich  the  friar, 
now  become  somewhat  oblivious  of  the  rule  of  St  Fran- 
cis, thundered  forth  with  better  good-will  than  he  ever 
mng  a  canticle  of  Kin^  David.     Under  CQV^r  of  this  tju- 
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mult,  PhilipflOB  draw  himself  a  lUtle  asick,  and  though  hf 
felt  it  impossibly  to  sleep,  as  he  had  |nx)posed,  was  yet 
enabled  to  escape  the  reproachiul  glances  with  which 
John  Mengs  distinguished  all  those  who  did  not  call  for 
wine  loudly y  and  drink  it  lustily.  His  thoughts  roamed 
far  from  the  stute  of  the  Golden  Fleece,  and  upon  mat* 
ter  very  difierent  irom  that  whkh  was  discussed  around 
him,  when  his  attention  was  suddenly  recalled  by  H 
loud  and  oontiiiued  knocking  on  the  door  of  the  hostelry 

*'  What  have  we  here  ?"  said  John  Mengs,  his  nose 
reddening  with  very  indignation  ;  '^  who  the  foul  fiend 
presses  on  the  Golden  Fleece  at  such  an  hour,  as  if  he 
thundered  at  the  door,  of  a  hordel  ?  To  the  turret  window 
some  one — Geoffrey,  knave  ostler,  or  thou,  old  Timothy, 
tell  the  rash  man  there  is  no  admittance  into  the  Golden 
Fleece  save  at  timeous  hours." 

The  men  went  as  they  were  directed,  and  might  be 
heard  in  the  siube  vying  with  each  other  in  the  positive 
denial  which  they  gave  to  the  ill-fated  guest,  who  was 
pressing  for  admission.  They  returned,  however,  to  in- 
form their  master,  that  they  were  unable  to  overcome  the 
obstinacy  of  the  stranger,  who  refused  positively  to  de- 
part until  he  had  an  interview  with  Mengs  himself. 

Wroth  was  the  master  of  the  (xolden  Fleece  at  this 
ill-omened  pertinacity,  and  his  indignation  extended,  like 
a  fiery  exhalation,  from  his  nose,  all  over  the  adjacent 
regions  of  his  cheeks  and  brow.  He  started  from  his 
chair,  grasped  in  his  hand  a  stout  stick,  which  seemed  his 
ordijiary  sceptre  or  leading  staff  of  command,  and  mut- 
tering  something  conceriltng  cudgels  for  the  shoulders  of 
fook,  and  pitchers  pf  fair  or  foul  water  for  the  drenching 
G^f  their  ears,  he  marched  off  to  the  window  which  look- 
ed into  the  court,  and  left  his  guests  nodding,  winking, 
and  whispering  to  each  other,  in  fiiU  expectation  of  heai^ 
ing  the  active  dexno^fstrations  of  his  wrath.  It  happened 
otherwise,  however ;  for,  after  the  exchange  of  a  few 
indistinct  words,  th^y  were  astonished  when  they  heard 
the  noise  of  the  unbolting  and  unbarring  of  the  gates  of 
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the  inn,  and  presently  after  the  footsteps  of  men  upon 
Che  stairs ;  and  the  landlord  entering,  with  an  appearance 
of  clumsy  courtesy,  prayed  those  assembled  to  make 
room  for  an  honoured  guest,  who  came,  though  late,  to 
add  to  their  numbers.  A  tall  dark  form  followed,  muffled 
in  a  travelling  cloak ;  on  laying  aside  which,  Philipson 
at  once  recognised  his  late  fellow-traveUer,  the  Black 
Priest  of  St.  Paul's. 

There  was  in  the  circumstance  itself  nothing  at  all 
surprising,  since  it  was  natural  that  a  landlord,  however 
coarse  and  insolent  to  ordinary  guests,  might  yet  show 
deference  to  an  ecclesiastic,  whether  from  his  rank  in  the 
church,  or  from  his  reputation  for  sanctity.  But  what 
did  appear  surprising  to  Philipson,  was  the  efiect  pro- 
duced by  the  entrance  of  this  unexpected  guest.  He 
seated  himself,  without  hesitation,  at  the  highest  place  of 
the  board,  from  which  John  Mengs  had  dethroned  the 
aforesaid  trader  from  Ratisbon,  notwithstanding  his  zeal 
for  ancient  German  customs,  his  steady  adherence  and 
loyalty  to  the  Golden  Fleece,  and  his  propensity  to  brim- 
ming goblets.  The  priest  took  instant  and  unscrupulous 
possession  of  his  seat  of  honour,  after  some  negligent  re- 
ply to  the  host's  unwonted  courtesy  ;  when  it  seemed  that 
the  effect  of  his  long  black  vestments,  in  place  of  the 
slashed  and  flounced  coat  of  his  predecessor,  as  weH  as 
of  the  cold  grey  eye  with  which  he  slowly  revieVed  the 
company,  in  some  degree  resembled  that  of  the  fabulous 
Gorgon,  and  if  it  did  not  literally  convert  those  who 
looked  upon  it  into  stone,  there  was  yet  something  ]ietri- 
fying  in  the  steady  unmoved  glance  with  which  he  seem- 
ed to  survey  them,  looking  as  if  desirous  of  reading 
their  very  inmost  souls,  and  passing  from  one  to  another, 
as  if  each  upon  whom  he  looked  in  succession  was  un- 
worthy of  longer  consideration. 

PhUipson  felt,  in  his  turn,  that  momentary  examina- 
tion, in  which,  however,  there  mingled  nothing  that 
seemed  to  convey  recognition.  All  the  courage  and 
^omposure  of  the  Englishman  could  not  prevent  an  un- 
pleasant feeling  while  under  this  mysterious  man's  eye,  so 
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that  he  felt  a  relief  when  it  passed  from  him  and  rested 
upoo  another  of  the  company,  who  seemed  in  turn  to 
acknowledge  the  chilling  effects  of  that  freezing  glance. 
The  noise  of  intoxicated  mirth  and  drunken  disputation, 
the  clamorous  argument,  and  the  still  more  boisterous 
laugh,  which  had  been  suspended  on  the  priest's  entering 
the  eating  apartment,  now,  after  one  or  two  vain  attempts 
to  resui;ne  them,  died  away,  as  if  the  feast  had  been 
changed  to  a  funeral,  and  the  jovial  guests  had  been  at 
once  converted  into  the  lugubrious  mutes  who  attend 
on  such  solemnities.  One  little  rosy-faced  man,  who 
afterwards  proved  to  be  a  tailor  from  Augsburg,  ambi- 
tious, perhaps,  of  showing  a  degree  of  courage  not  usu- 
ally supposed  consistent  with  his  efieminate  trade,  made 
a  bold  effort ;  and  yet  it  was  with  a  timid  and  restrained 
voice,  that  he  called  on  the  jovial  friar  to  renew  his  song. 
But  whether  it  was  that  he  did  not  dare  to  venture  on  an 
uncanonical  pastime  in  presence  of  a  brother  in  orders, 
or  whether  he  had  some  other  reason  for  declining  the 
invitation,  the  merry  chuirchman  hung  his  head,  and 
shook  it  with  such  an  expressive  air  of  melancholy,  that 
the  tailor  drew  back  as  if  he  had  been  detected  in  cab- 
baging from  a  cardinal's  robes,  or  cribbing  the  laee  of 
some  cope  or  altar  gown.  In  short,  the  revel  was  hushed 
into  deep  silence,  and  so  attentive  were  the  company  to 
what  should  arrive  next,  that  the  bells  of  the  village 
church,  striking  the  first  hour  after  midnight,  made  the 
guests  start  as  if  they  heard  them  rung  backwards,  to 
announce  an  assault  or  conflagration.  The  Black  Pnest, 
who  had  taken  some  slight  and  hasty  repast,  which  the 
host  had  made  no  kind  of  objection  to  supplying  him 
with,  seemed  to  think  the  'bells,  which  announced  the 
service  of  lauds,  being  the  first  after  midnight,  a  propei 
signal  for  breaking  up  the  party. 

"  We  have  eaten,"  he  said,  "  that  we  may  support  life, 
let  us  pray  that  we  may  be  fit  to  meet  death ;  which 
waits  upon  life  as  surely  as  night  upon  oay,  or  the  shadow 
upon  the  sunbeam,  though  we  know  not  when  or  from 
whence  it  is  to  come  upon  us.'' 
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The  compapy,  as  if  mechanicaUy,  bept  their  uncov 
ered  heads,  while  the  priest  said,  with  his  deep  and 
solemn  voice,  a  Latin  prayer,  expressing  thanks  to  God 
for  protection  throughout  the  day,  and  entreating  for  i^s 
continuance  during  the  witching  hours  which  were  to 
pass  ere  the  day  again  commenced.  The  hearers  bowed 
their  heads  in  token  of  acquiescence  in  the  holy  petition  ; 
and,  when  they  raised  thera^  the  Black  Pnest  of  St. 
Paul's  had  followed  the  host  out  of  the  apartment,  prob- 
ably to  that  which  was  destined  for  his  repose.  His 
absence  was  no  sooner  perceived,  than  signs,  and  nods, 
and  even  whispers,  were  exchanged  between  the  guests  ; 
but  no  one  spoke  above  his  breath,  or  in  such  connected 
manner,  as  that  Philipson  could  understand  any  thing 
distinctly  from  them.  He  himself  ventured  to  ask  the 
friar,  who  sat  near  him.,  observing  at  the  same  time  the 
under-tone  which  seemed  to  be  fashionable  for  the  mo- 
men^,  whether  the  worthy  ecclesiastic  who  had  left  them, 
was  not  the  Priest  of  St.  Paul's,  on  the  fi-ontier  town  of 
La  Ferette. 

"  And  if  ypu  know  it  is  he,"  said  the  friar,  with  a 
countenance  and  a  tone,  from  which  all  signs  of  intoxica- 
tion \vei;e  suddenly  banished,  '*  why  do  you  ask  of  me  ?" 

"  B  cause,"  said  the  merchant,  "  T  would  willingly 
loarn  the  spell  which  so  suddenly  converted  so  many 
merry  tipplers  into  men  of  sober  manners,  and  a  jovial 
company  into  a  convent  of  Carthusian  friars  ?** 

*'  Friend,"  said  the  friar,  "  thy  discourse  savoureth 
iriightily  of  asking  after  what  thou  knowest  right  well.  , 
But  I  am  no  such  silly  duck  as  to  be  taken  by  a  decoy. 
If  thou  knowest  the  Black  Priest,  thou  canst  not  be  igno- 
rant of  the  terrors  which  attend  his  presence,  and  that  it 
were  safer  to  pass  a  broad  jest  in  the  holy  House  of  Lo- 
retto  than  where  he  shows  himself." 

So  saying,  and  as  if  desirous  of  avoidmg  further  dis- 
course, he  withdrew  to  a  distance  from  Philipson. 

At  the  same  moment  the  landlord  again  appeared,  and, 
with  more  of  the  usual  manners  of  a  publican  than  he 
had  hitherto  exhibited,  conomanded  his  waiter,  Geofficy, 
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to  han(3  round  to  the  company  a  stefeping^drink,  of  pfltew- 
cup  of  distilled  water,  mingled  with  spiced,  which  was 
indeed  as  good  as  Philipson  himself  had  ever  tasted; 
John  Mengs,  in  the  meanwhile,  with  somewhat  of  moid 
deference,  expressed  to  his  guests  a  hope  that  hiS  enter-* 
tainment  had  given  satisfaction  ;  but  this  waS  in  so  care- 
less a  manner,  and  he  jgeemed  so  consciotis  of  deserving 
the  affirmative  which  vvas  expressed  oh  all  hands,  tlrtit  it 
became  obvious  there  Was  very  Hlll6  humility  in  propos- 
ing the  question.  The  old  man,  Timothy,  was  in  the 
meantime  mustering  the  guests,  dnd  marking  With  chalk 
on  the  bottom  of  a  trenchei-  the  reckoning,  the  paiticu-' 
lars  of  which  were  iildicated  by  tertafn  cbtiventiona! 
hieroglyphics,  while  he  showed  on  another  th6  divisioli 
of  the  sum  total  among  the  Company,  Hnd  proceeded  to 
collect  an  equal  share  of  it  frdni  ekch.  Wheti  Ihe  fetaf 
trencher,  in  which  each  man  paid  dowti  his  mbhfey,  ap* 
prbached  the  jolly  friar,  his  countenance  St^med  to  bfe 
somewhat  changed.  He  cast  a  piteous  look  towards 
Philipson,  as  the  person  from  whom  he  hiad  the  most 
hope  of  relief ;  and  our  merchant,  though  displeased  with 
the  manner  in  which  he  had  held  back  from  his  confi* 
dence,  yet  not  unwilling  in  a  strange  cotintry  to  ihcur  a 
little  expense,  in  the  hope  of  making  a  useful  acquaint- 
ance, discharged  the  mendicant's  score  as  well  as  his 
own.  'The  poor  friat  paid  his  thanks  in  many  a  blessing 
in  good  German  and  bad  Latin,  but  the  host  cut  them 
short ;  for,  approaching  Philipson  with  a  caiidle  ill  hi* 
hand,  he  offered  his  own  services  to  show  him  where  he 
might  sleep,  and  even  had  the  condescension  to  carry  hi* 
mail,  ot  portmanteau,  with  his  own  landlbrdly  hatids. 

"  You  take  too  much  trouble,  mine  host,"  said  xM 
merchant,  somewhat  surprised  at  the  change  in  the  man* 
ner  of  John  Mengs,  who  had  hitherto  contradicted  him  tt 
every  word. 

"  I  cannot  take  too  much  pains  for  a  gtiest,"  was  the 
reply,  "  whom  my  venerable  friend,  the  Priest  of  St. 
Paul's,  hath  especially  recommended  to  my  charge." 

He  then  opened  the  door  of  a  small  bedreom,  prepaii^ 
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Knt  the  occupation  of  a  guest,  and  said  to  Philipson,— 
*^  Here  you  may  rest  till  to-morrow  at  what  hour  yoi. 
will,  and  for  as  many  days  more  as  you  incline.  The 
key  will  secure  your  wares  against  theft  or  pillage  of  any 
kind.  I  do  not  this  for  every  one  ;  for,  if  my  guests 
were  every  one  to  have  a  bed  to  himself,  the  next  thing 
they  would  demand  might  be  a  separate  table ;  and  then 
there  would  be  an  end  of  the  good  old  German  customs, 
and  we  should  be  as  foppish  and  frivolous  as  our  neigh- 
bours," 

He  placed  the  portmanteau  on  the  floor,  and  seemed 
about  to  leave  the  apartment,  when,  turning  about,  he 
began  a  sort  of  apology  for  the  rudeness  of  his  former 
behaviour. 

'^  I  trust  there  is  no  misunderstanding  between  us,  my 
worthy  guest.  You  might  as  well  expect  to  see  one  of 
our  bears  come  aloft  and  do  tricks  like  a  jackanapes,  as 
one  of  us  stubborn  old  Germans  play  the  feats  of  a 
French  or  an  Italian  host.  Yet  I  pray  you  to  note,  that 
if  our  behaviour  is  rude  our  charges  are  honest,  and  our 
articles  what  they  profess  to  be.  We  do  not  expect  to 
make  Moselle  pass  for  Rhenish,  by  dint  of  a  bow  and  a 
grin,  nor  will  we  sauce  your  mess  with  poison,  like  the 
wily  Italian,  and  call  you  all  the  time  lUustrissimo  and 
Magnifico." 

He  seemed  in  these  words  to  have  exhausted  his  rhet- 
oric, for,  when  they  were  spoken,  he  turned  abruptly  and 
left  the  apartment. 

Philipson  was  thus  deprived  of  another  opportunity  to 
enquire  who  or  what  this  ecclesiastic  could  be,  that  had 
exercised  such  influence  on  all  who  approached  him. 
He  felt  indeed  no  desire  to  prolong  a  conference  with 
John  Mengs,  though  he  had  laid  aside  in  such  a  conside- 
rable degree  his  rude  and  repulsive  mannere  ;  yet  he 
longed  to  know  who  this  man  could  be,  who  had  power 
with  a  word  to  turn  aside  the  daggers  of  Alsatian  banditti, 
habituated  as  they  were,  like  most  borderers,  to  robbery 
and  pillage,  and  to  change  into  civility  the  proverbial 
rudeness  of  a  German  innkeeper.     Such  were  the  re- 
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flectioDs  of  Ph]lii»OD,  as  he  doflbd  his  dotfaM  to  lake  his 
much-needed  repose,  after  a  day  of  fatigue,  dangeri  and 
difficulty,  on  the  pallet  afibrded  by  the  hospitality  of  the 
Golden  Fleece,  in  the  RheLa-Thd. 


CHAPTER  U. 

Macbeth,    How  now,  ye  secret,  black,  and  midniglit  bags,  Wbal  ii^t  y  doff 
WUehe$,    A  deed  without  a  name. 

Miaebeih. 

We  have  said  in  the  conelusioD  of  the  last  chapter, 
that,  after  a  d^y  of  unwonted  fatigue  and  extraordinary 
excitation,  the  memhant,  Philipson,  naturally  expected  to 
forget  so  many  agitating  passages  in  that  deep  and  pro- 
found repose,  which  is  at  once  the  consequence  and  the 
cure  of  extreme  exhaustion.  But  he  was  no  sooner  laid 
on  his  lowly  pallet,  than  he  felt  that  the  bodily  machine, 
over-lahoured  by  so  much  exercise,  was  little  disposed  to 
the  charms  of  sleep.  The  mind  had  been  too  much 
excited,  the  body  was  &r  too  feverish,  to  suffer  him  to 
partake  of  needfel  rest.  His  anxiety  about  the  safety  of 
his  son,  his  conjectures  concerning  the  issue  of  his  mis« 
sion  to  the  Duke  of  Burgundy,  and  a  thyusand  other 
thoughts  which  recalled  ]^t  events,  or  speculated  on 
those  which  were  to  come,  rushed  upon  his  mind  like  the 
waves  of  a  perturbed  sea,  and  prevented  all  tendency  to 
repose.  He  had  been  in  bed  about  an  hour,  and  sleep 
had  not  yet  approached  his  couch,  when  he  felt  that  the 
pallet  on  which  he  lay  was  sinking  below  him,  and  that 
he  was  in  the  act  of  descending  idong  with  it  he  knew 
not  whither.  The  sound  of  ropes  and  pullies  was  also 
indistinctly  heard,  though  every  caution  had  been  taken 
to  make  them  run  smooth  ;  and  the  traveller,  by  feeling 
around  him,  became  sensible  that  he  and  the  bed  on 
which  he  lay  had  been  spread  upon  a  large  trap-dour, 
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wbieh  ^m  etpftUe  of  being  let  down  faito  Ae  vmltd,  ot 
itpurtnietits  benettth. 

Pbilipsott  felt  fear  in  citcumstances  do  well  quafified  to 
produce  it ;  for  how  could  he  hope  a  safe  tennmation  to 
an  adventure  which  had  begun  so  strangely  ?  But  his 
apprehensions  were  those  of  a  brave^  ready-witted  man, 
who,  even  in  the  extremity  of  danger,  which  appeared 
to  surround  him,  preserved  his  presence  of  mind.  His 
descent  seemed  to  be  cautiously  managed,  and  be  held 
himself  in  readiness  td  st^rt  to  his  feet  and  defend  him- 
self, as  soon  as  he  should  be  once  more  upon  firm 
gronnd.  Although  somewhat  advanced  in  years,  he  was 
a  man  of  great  personal  vigour  and  activity,  and  unless 
taken  at  advantage,  which  no  doubt  was  at  present  much 
to  be  apprehended,  he  was  likely  to  make  a  fermidftble 
defence*  His  plan  of  retisiuice,  however^  had  been  an^ 
tieipated.  He  no  sooner  reached  the  bottom  Df  die  vaoh, 
down  to  which  he  was  kiw^ped,  tfaaii  two  wma^  who  had 
been  waiting  there  till  the  operation  was  completed)  laid 
hands  on  him  from  either  side,  and  fetcibly  prev^enting 
hkn  from  starting  up  as  be  intended,  cast  a  rope  over  his 
arms,  and  made  him  a  priscMier  as  effectually  as  when  he 
was  in  the  dungeons  of  La  Fetette.  He  was  oUiged, 
therefore,  to  remam  passive  and  nnresisting^  and  await 
the  termination  of  tb»  formidable  adv^ilerei.  Seenred 
as  he  was,  he  could  only  turn  his  bead  from  one  side  to 
the  other ;  ajjd  it  was  with  joy  that  be  at  length  saw 
lights  tinkle,  but  they  appealed  at  a  gveat  distance  froni 
him. 

From  the  irregular  manner  in  which  these  scattered 
lights  advaneed,  sometimes  keeping  a  stmight  line,  some« 
times  mtxitig  aiid  crossing  each  other,  it  in^;ht  be  iaictred 
that  the  subtemaean  vault  in  which  they  i^ppeared  was 
of  very  considerable  extents  Their  number  also  in- 
creased }  and  as  they  ccdlected  tnore  together,  PhiUpson 
could  perceive  that  the  lights  proceeded  from  many 
torches,  borne  by  men  muffled  m  black  cloaks,  like 
mourners  at  a  fiineral,  or  die  Black  Friars  of  Saint  Fran^ 
'^'s  Order,  wearing  tbeir  eowla  drawn  over  their  head^ 
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SO  as  to  conceal  their  features.  They  appeared  anxiously 
engaged  in  measuring  off  a  portion  c^  the  apartment ; 
and,  while  occupied  in  that  employment,  they  sung,  in 
the  ancient  German  language,  rhymes  more  rude  than 
Philipson  could  well  understand,  but  which  may  be  imi- 
tated thus  :-* 

Measurers  of  good  and  evil. 

Bring  the  sqaare^  the  line,  the  leirely— 

Rev  (h«  altar,  dig  the  trench, 

Blood  both  stone  and  ditch  shall  drench. 

Cubits  six,  from  end  to  end. 

Must  the  fatal  bench  extena,^— 

Cubits  six,  from  side  to  side, 

Judge  and  culprit  must  divide. 

On  Uie  east  the  Court  assembleiL 

On  the  west  the  Accused  trembJei 

Answer,  brethren,  all  and  one, 

Is  the  ritual  rightly  done  ? 

A  deep  chorus  seemed  to  reply  to  the  question.  Many 
voices  joined  in  it,  as  well  of  persons  already  in  the  sub- 
terranean vault,  as  of  others  who  as  yet  remained  without 
in  various  galleries  and  passages  which  communicated 
with  it,  and  whom  Philipson  now  presumed  to  be  very 
numeipus.     The  answer  chanted  run  as  follows  : — 

On  life  and  soul,  on  blood  and  bone. 
One  for  all,  and  all  for  one, 
We  warrant  this  is  rightly  done. 

The  original  strain  was  then  renewed  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  before — 

How  wears  the  night  ?•— Doth  morning  shine  ^ 

In  early  radiance  on  the  Rhine  f 

What  music  floats  upon  his  tide  1 

Do  birds  the  tardy  morninr  chide  ? 

Brethren,  look  out  from  hin  and  heieht. 

And  answer  true  how  wears  the  night  f 

The  answer  was  returned,  though  less  loud  than  at  first, 
and  it  seemed  that  those  by  whom  the  reply  was  given 
were  at  a  much  greater  distance  than  before  ;  yet  the 
words  were  distinctly  heard. 

The  night  is  old ;  on  Rhine's  broad  breast 
Ulaace  drowsy  stars  which  long  to  rest. 
No  beams  are  twinkling  b  the  east. 

3    VOL.  n. 
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^  Tbore  it  a  voice  upon  tte  &i9d, 

^lie  stern  still  call  of  bUiod  ibr  blood  } 
Tia  tioM  we  lislea  tba  beiwwk. 

The  chorus  replied,  with  many  additional  voices — 

«  lJp^tb«a,upl  WbeM  day's  at  rest, 

^18  time  that  such  as  we  are  watchers  ; 
Rise  to  judffmeut,  bretbren,  rise ! 
Veageauce  KQows  not  sleepy  eyes. 
He  and  night  are  matchaiB* 

The  nature  of  the  verses  soon  led  PhiKpson  to  coiii« 
prehend  that  he  was  in  presence  of  the  Initiated,  or  tbe 
Wise  Men ;  names  which  were  applied  to  the  celebrated 
Judges  of  the  Secret  Tribunal,  which  continued  at  that 
period  to  subsist  in  Suabia,  Franconia,  and  other  districts 
of  the  east  of  Germany,  which  was  called,  perhaps  from 
the  frightful  and  frequent  occurrence  of  executions  by 
command  of  those  invisible  judges,  the  Red  Land.  {%il- 
ipson  had  often  heard  that  the  seat  of  a  Free  Count,  or 
chief  of  tbe  Secret  Tribunal,  was  secretly  instituted  even 
on  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine,  and  that  it  maintained 
itself  in  Alsace,  with  tlie  usual  tenacity  of  tho^  secret 
societies,  though  Duke  Charles  of  Burgundy  had  express* 
ed  a  desire  to  discover  and  discourage  its  inOuence  so  far 
as  was  possible,  without  exposing  himself  to  danger  from 
the  thousands  of  poniards  which  that  mysterious  tribunal 
could  put  in  activity  against  his  own  life  ;-*an  awfiil  means 
of  defence,  which  for  a  long  time  rendered  it  extreinefy 
hazardous  for  the  sovereigns  of  Germany,  and  even  the 
Emperors  themselves,  to  put  down  by  muthority  those 
singular  associations. 

So  soon  as  this  explanation  flashed  on  the  mind  of 
Philipson,  it  gave  some  flew  to  the  character  and  condi- 
tion of  the  Black  Priest  of  St.  Paul's.  Supporing  him 
to  be  a  president,  or  chief  official  of  the  secret  assoeiatiM, 
there  was  little  wonder  that  he  should  conlide  so  tnucfa  in 
the  inviolability  of  his  terrible  office,  as  to  propose  viwdi- 
uating  the  execution  of  De  Hagenbach  ;  that  his  presence 
should  surprise  Bai'tholomew^  whom  he  had  power  to 
have  judged  and  executed  upon  the  spot ;  and  that  his 
mere  appearance  at  supper  on  the  preceding  eveniAg 
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shoald  have  appalled  die  guests ;  far  tfaoogfa  evefj  tlmg 
about  the  institution,  its  proceedings  aad  its  officers,  was 
preserved  in  as  much  obscurity  as  is  now  practised  in  firee« 
masonry,  yet  the  secret  was  not  so  absolutely  well  kept  as 
to  prevent  certain  individuals  from  being  guessed  or  hinted 
at  as  men  initiated  and  intrusted  with  high  authority  by  the 
Vehme-gericht,  or  tribunal  of  tbe  bounds.  When  such  sus« 
picion  attached  to  an  individual,  his  secret  power,  and  sup«  ^ 
posed  acquaintance  with  all  ^lilt,  however  secret,  which  w^ 
committed  within  the  society  in  which  he  was  conversani, 
made  him  at  once  the  dread  and  hatred  of  every  one  who 
looked  on  him  ;  and  he  enjoyed  a  high  degree  of  personal 
respect,  on  tbe  same  terms  on  which  it  would  have  been 
yielded  to  a  powerful  enchanter,  pr  a  dreaded  genie.  In 
conversing  with  such  a  person,  it  was  especially  necessary 
to  abstain  from  all  questions  alluding,  however  remotely, 
to  the  office  which  he  bore  in  the  Secret  Tribunal ;  and, 
indeed,  to  testify  the  least  curiosity  upon  a  subject  so 
solemn  and  mysterious,  was  sure  to  occasion  some  mis* 
fortune  to  the  inquisitive  person. 

Ail  these  things  rushed  at  once  upon  the  mind  of  the 
Englishman,  who  felt  that  he  had  fiJlen  into  the  bands 
of  an  unsparing  tribunal,  whose  proceedings  were  so  much 
dreaded  by  those  who  resided  within  the  circle  of  their 
power,  that  the  friendless  stranger  must  stand  a  poor 
chance  of  receiving  justice  at  their  hands,  whatever  might 
be  his  consciousness  of  innocence.  While  Philipsoii  made 
this  melancholy  reflection,  be  resolved,  at  the  same  time, 
not  to  forsake  his  own  x^use,  but  defend  himself  as  he 
best  might ;  conscious  as  he  was  that  these  terrible  and 
irresponsible  judges  were  nevertheless  governed  by  cer- 
tain rules  of  right  and  wrong,  which  formed  a  check  on 
the  rigours  of  their  extraordinary  code. 

He  lay,  therefore,  devising  the  best  means  of  obviating 
the  present  danger,  while  the  persons  whom  he  beheld 
glimmered  before  him,  less  like  distinct  and  individual 
forms,  than  like  the  phantoms  of  a  fever,  or  the  phantas 
magoria  with  which  a  disease  of  the  optic  nerves  has 
been  known  to  people  a  sick  man's  chamber.     At  length 
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tfiey  assembled  in  the  centre  of  the  tpaitment  whcTe 
ihey  had  first  appeared,  and  seemed  to  arrange  tlieia* 
selves  into  form  and  order.  A  great  number  of  black 
torches  were  successively  lighted,  and  the  scene  becanie 
distinctly  visible.  In  the  centre  of  the  hall,  Philipson 
could  now  perceive  one  of  the  altars  which  are  some- 
times to  be  found  in  ancient  subterranean  chapels.  But 
•we  must  pause,  in  order  briefly  to  describe,  not  the  ap* 
pearance  onlyf  but  the  nature  and  constitution,  of  tbi# 
terrible  court. 

Behind  the  altar,  which  seemed  to  be  the  central  point, 
on  which  all  eyes  were  bent,  there  were  placed  in  parallel- 
lines  two  benches  covered  with  black  cbth.  Each  was 
occupied  by  a  number  of  persons,  who  seemed  assembled 
as  judges  ;  but  those  who  held  the  foremost  bench  were 
fewer,  and  appeared  of  a  rank  superior  to  those  who 
crowded  the  seat  most  remote  from  the  altar.  The  first 
seemed  to  be  all  men  of  some  consequence,  priests  high 
in  their  order,  knights,  or  noblemen ;  and  notwithstand- 
ing an  appearance  of  equality  which  seemed  to  pervade 
this  singular  institution,  much  more  weighs  was  laid  upon 
their  opinion,  or  testimonies.  They  were  called  Free 
Knights,  Counts,  or  whatever  title  they  might  bear,  while 
the  inferior  class  of  the  judges  were  only  termed  Free 
and  worthy  Burghers.  For  it  must  be  observed,  that 
the  Vehmique  Institution,^  which  was  the  name  that  it 
commonly  bore,  although  its  power  consisted  in  a  wide 
system  of  espionage,  and  the  tyrannical  application  of 
force  which  acted  upon  it,  was  yet,  (so  rude  were  the 
ideas  of  enforcing  public  law,)  accounted  to  confer  a 
privilege  on  the  country  in  which  it  was  received,  and 
only  freemen  were  allowed  to  experience  its  influence. 
Serfs  and  peasants  could  neither  have  a  place  among  the 
Free  Judges,  their  assessors,  or  assistants  ;  for  there  was 
in  this  assembly  even  some  idea  of  trying  the  culprit  by 
his  peers. 

Besides  the  dignitaries  who  occupied  the  benches,  there 
were  others  who  stood  around,  and  seemed  to  guard  the 
various  entrances  to  the  ball  of  judgment,  or.  stand'ing 
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behind  fbe  s^ats  oo  which  their  superiors  wtte  ranged^ 
looked  prepared  to  execute  their  oommands.  These 
were  members  of  the  order,  though  not  of  the  highest 
ranks.  Schceppen  is  the  name  generally  assigned  to 
them,  sigoifyiDg  officials,  or  sergeants  of  the  Vehmique 
court,  whose  doom  they  stood  sworn  to  enfoffce,  through , 
good  report  and  bad  report,  against  their  own  nearest  and 
most  beloved,  as  well  as  in  cases  of  ordinary  malefeetors.^ 

The  Schceppen,  or  Scabini,  as  they  were  termed  in 
Latin,  had  another  horrible  duty  to  perform,  that,  namely, 
of  denouncing  to  the  tribunal  whatever  came  under  their 
.observation,  that  might  be  construed  as  an  ofience  felling 
trader  its  cognizance  ;  or,  in  their  language,  a  crime 
against  the  Vebme.  This  duty  extendi  to  the  judges 
as  well  as  the  assistants,  and  was  to  be  discharged  witfa^ 
out  respect  of  persons ;  so,  that,  to  know,  and  wilfully 
conceal,  the  guilt  of  a  mother  or  brother,  infen^,  on  the 
part  of  the  unfaithful  official,  the  same  penalty  as  if  he 
himself  had  committed  the  crime  which  his  silence 
screened  £x>m  punishment.  Such  an  mstitution  could 
only  prevail  at  a  time  when  ordinary  means  of  justice 
were  excluded  by  the  hand  of  power,  and  when,  in 
order  to  bring  the  guilty  to  punishment,  it  required  aH 
the  influence  and  authority  of  such  a  confederacy.  In 
no  other  country  than  one  exposed  to  every  species  of 
feudal  tyranny,  and  deprived  of  every  oHinary  mode  of 
obtaining  justice  or  redress,  could  such  a  system  have 
taken  root  and  flourished. 

We  must  now  return  to  the  brave  Englishman,  who^ 
though  feeling  all  the  danger  he  encountered  from  so  tre-» 
mendous  a  tribunal,  maintained  nevertheless  a  dignified 
and  unaltered  composure. 

The  meeting  being  assembled,  a  coil  of  ropes,  and  a 
naked  sword,  the  well-known  signals  and  emUems  of 
Vehmique  authority,  were  deposited  on  the  altar ^  where 
the  sword,  from  its  being  usually  straight,  with  a  cross 
handle,  was  considered  as  representing  the  bkssed  em«* 
|;dem  of  Christian  Redtonption,  and  the  cord  as  indicating 
a*      TiOL.   n. 
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dw  right  ef  crimkiri  jvrMietioBy  and  ea|»tal  pimisbiMaC. 
Tliea  th«  Prendcnt  ot  the  meetingy  who  oeeopied  tba 
eeatre  seat  od  the  ibtemost  bench,  arose,  ukI  hybg  bis 
hand  od  the  synihob,  pronooiiced  aloud  the  ibniioh 
exptesAve  of  the  dvty  of  the  tribunal,  which  all  the  m» 
fenor  jadget  and  aswtants  repeated  after  him,  in  deep 
and  hoHow  mnniHiffs. 

**  i  swear  by  the  Holy  Trinity,  to  aid  and  cooperate 
without  relaxation,  in  the  things  belonging  to  the  Holy 
Vehme,  to  defend  in  doctrines  and  institutions  against 
fitther  and  mother,  brother  and  sister,  wife  and  children ; 
against  fire,  water,  earth,  and  a^ ;  against  idl  that  the  son 
enlightens ;  againec  all  that  the  dew  moistens ;  against  aH 
ereaicd  things  of  heaven  and  earth,  or  the  waters  onder 
the  earth  ;  and  I  swear  to  give  inferanation  to  this  holy 
judicature,  of  all  that  I  know  to  be  true,  or  hear  repeat- 
ed by  credible  testimony,  which,  by  the  rales  of  the  Ho« 
)f  Vehme,  is  deserving  of  ammadrersion  or  punishment ; 
and  that  I  will  not  cloak,  cover,  or  conceal,  such  my 
knowledge,  neiftier  for  love,  friendship,  or  family  aflbc* 
tioo,  nor  for  gold,  silver,  or  precious  stones ;  neither  will 
I  associate  with  such  as  are  under  the  sentence  of  this 
Sacied  Tribunal,  l^  hinting  to  a  culprit  his  danger,  or 
advising  him  to  escape,  or  aiding  and  supplying  hhn  with 
counsel,  or  means  to  that  effect ;  neither  will  I  relieve 
such  culprit  with  ire,  clothes,  food,  or  shelter,  though 
my  fetber  should  require  from  me  a  cup  of  water  in  tibe 
heat  of  summer  noon,  or  my  brother  shooM  request  to 
Ht  by  my  fire  in  the  bitterest  cold  night  of  winter :  And 
Anther,  1  vow  and  promise  to  howMir  this  holy  associamiy 
and  do  its  beheacs  speedily,  feithfuHy,  and  firmly,  in 
preference*  to  those  of  any  other  tribunal  whatsoever— -so 
help  me  Ck>d,  and  his  holy  Evangelists." 

When  this  oath  of  office  had  been  taken,  the  President 
addressing  the  assembly,  i»  men  who  judge  in  secret  and 
punish  in  secret,  like  the  Deity,  desired  them  to  say,  why 
this  ^' child  of  the  cord''^  lay  before  them,  bound  and 
helpless.-  An  individual  rose  from  the  more  remote  beaMsh, 
and  in  a  voice  which,  though  altered  and  agitated,  Philip- 
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Hon  conceived  that  he  recognis«dy  declared  himsdf  the 
accuser,  as  kNKiod  by  bis  oath,  of  the  child  of  the  cord, 
or  prisoner,  who  lay  before  tbem« 

*^  Bring  forward  the  prisoner,"  said  the  President, 
^<  duly  secured,  as  is  the  order  of  our  secret  law ;  but 
not  with  snob  severity  as  may  ioteirupt  his  attention  to 
the  proceedings  of  the  tribunal,  or  limit  his  power  of 
hearing  and  replying." 

Six  of  the  asststanls  immediately  dragged  forward  the 
pallet  and  platform  of  boards  on  which  Philipsoo  lay, 
and  advanced  it  towards  the  fool  of  the  altar.  Tliis  done, 
each  unsheathed  his  dagger,  while  two  of  them  onloosed 
tbe  cords  by  which  the  merchant's  bands  were  secured, 
and  admonished  him  in  a  whbper,  that  the  slightest  at« 
lempt  to  resist  or  escape,  wooM  be  the  signal  to  sub  bitn 
dead. 

<<  Arise  !"  said  the  Prestdent ;  <<  listen  to  the  charge 
to  be  preferred  against  you,  and  believe  you  shall  in  us 
find  judges  equally  just  and  infiexiUe." 

Philipson,  carefoUy  avoiding  any  gesture  which  might 
indicate  a  desire  to  escape,  raised  liis  body  on  the  lower 
part  of  the  couch,  and  remained  seated,  clothed  as  be 
was  in  his  under*vest  and  eaie$?oiM,  or  drawers,  so  as  ex- 
actly to  face  tbe  muffled  President  of  the  terriUe  court. 
Even  in  these  agitating  circumstances,  the  mind  of  the 
undaunted  Englishman  remained  unshaken,  and  his  eyelid 
did  not  quiver,  nor  his  heart  beat  quicker,  though  b^ 
seemed,  according  to  the  Apression  of  Scripture,  to  be 
a  pilgrim  in  the  Valley  of  the  Shadow  of  Death,  beset  by 
numerous  snares,  and  encompassed  by  total  darkness^ 
wheire  light  was  most  necessary  for  safety.      ^ 

The  President  demanded  hb  name,  country,  and  oecuo 
pation  ? 

**  John  Philipson,"  was  the  reply  ;  **  by  birtb  an  Eng- 
lishman, by  profession  a  merchant." 

"  Have  you  ever  borne  any  other  name,  and  profes 
uon?"  demanded  the  Judge. 

<'  1  have  been  a  soldier,  and,  like  most  others,  had  titer 
k  name  by  which  I  was  known  in  war." 
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«<  What  was  that  name  F' 

<*  1  laid  it  aside  when  I  resigned  my  sword,  and  I  do 
not  desire  again  to  be  known  by  it.  Moreover,  I  never 
bore  it  where  your  institutions  have  weight  and  authority," 
answered  the  Enghshman. 

"  Know  you  before  whom  you  stand  ?''  continued  the 
Judge. 

"  I  may  at  least  guess,"  replied  the  merchant. 

**  Tell  your  guess,  then,"  continued  the  interrogator. 
"  Say  who  we  are,  and  wherefore  are  you  before  us  V* 

"  I  believe  that  I  am  before  the  Unknown,  or  Secret 
Tribunal,  which  is  called  Vehme-gericht." 

"  Then  are  you  aware,"  answered  the  Judge,  "  that 
you  would  be  safer  if  you  were  suspended  by  the  haii 
over  the  Abyss  of  Schaffhausen,  or  if  you  lay  below  an 
axe,  which  a  thread  of  silk  alone  kept  back  from  the  fall » 
What  have  you  done  to  deserve  such  a  fate  ?" 

**  Let  those  reply  by  whom  1  am  subjected  to  ft/* 
answered  Philipsouj  with  the  same  composure  as  before, 

'*  Speak,  accuser  !"  said  the  President,  "to  the  four 
qaarters  of  Heaven  !— To  the  ears  of  the  free  judges  of 
this  tribunal,  and  the  faithful  executors  of  their  doom  ! — 
And  to  the  face  of  the  child  of  Ae  cord,  who  denies  ow 
conceals  his  guilt,  make  good  the  substance  of  thine  ac- 
cusation !'' 

"  Most  dreaded,"  answered  the  accuser,  addressing  the 
President,  "  this  man  hath  entered  the  Sacred  Territory, 
which  is  called  the  Red  Lafid, — a  stranger  under  a  dis- 
guised name  and^  profession.  When  he  was  yet  on  the 
eastern  side  of  the  Alps,  at  Turin,  in  Lombardy,  and 
elsewhere,^e  at  various  times  spoke  of  the  Holy  Tribu- 
nal in  terms  of  hatred  and  contempt,  and  declared  that 
were  he  Duke  of  Burgundy,  he  would  not  permit  it  to 
extend  itself  from  Westphalia,  or  Suabia,  into  his  domin- 
ions. Also  I  charge  him,  that,  nourishing  this  nralevolent 
intenticn  against  the  Holy  Tribniial,  he  who  now  appears 
beiore  the  bench  as  child  of  the  cord,  has  intimated  his 
intention  to  wait  upon  the  court  of  the  Duke  of  Burgun- 
dy, and  use  his  influence  with  him,  which  he  lK)asts  will 
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proye  effisetual  to  stit  bim  up  to  probibft  the  taemhip  of 
the  holy  Vehme  in  his  dominions,  and  to  hifliet  on  their 
officerd,  and  the  executors  of  their  mandatee,  the  punish* 
ihent  dae  to  robbers  and  assassins/' 

«  This  is  a  heavy  charge,  biother  !"  said  the  President 
of  the  assembly,  when  the  accuser  ceased  speaking— 
*'  How  do  you  puipose  to  make  it  good  ?" 

^*  According  to  the  tenor  of  those  secret  statutes,  the 
]^rusal  of  which  is  prohibited  to  all  but  the  initiated," 
answered  the  accuser. 

''  It  is  well,"  said  the  President ;  ^*  but  I  ask  thee  once 
more,  What  are  those  means  of  proof  ?— You  speak  to 
holy  and  to  initiated  ears." 

"  I  will  prove  my  charge,"  said  the  accuser,  "  by  the 
confession  of  the  party  himself,  and  by  my  own  oath 
upon  the  holy  emblems  of  the  Secret  Judgment — that  is, 
the  steel  and  the  cord." 

"  It  is  a  legitimate  offer  of  proof,"  said  a  member  ol 
the  aristocratic  bench  of  the  assembly  ;  "  and  it  much 
concerns  the  safety  of  the  system,  to  which  we  are  bound 
by  such  deep  oaths,  a  system  handed  down  to  us  from 
the  most  Christian  and  holy  Roman  Emperor,  Charle- 
magne, for  the  conversion  of  the  heathen  Sai-acens,  and 
punishing  such  of  them  as  revolted  again  to  their  Pagan 
practices,  that  such  criminals  should  be  looked  to.  This 
Duke  Charles  of  Burgundy  hath  already  crowded  his 
array  with  foreigners,  whom  he  can  easily  employ  against 
this  Sacred  Court,  more  especially  with  English,  a  fierce, 
insular  people,  wedded  to  their  own  usages,  and  hating 
those  of  every  other  nation.  It  is  not  unknown  to  us, 
that  the  Duke  hath  already  encouraged  opposition  to  the 
officials  of  the  Tribunal  in  more  than  one  part  of  his 
German  dominions ;  and  that  in  consequence,  instead  of 
submitting  to  their  doom  with  reverent  resignation,  chil- 
dren of  the  cord  have  been  found  bold  enough  to  insist 
(he  executions  of  the  Vehme,  striking,  wounding,  and 
even  slaying  tho?e  who  have  received  commission  to  put 
(hem  to  death.  This  contumacy  must  be  put  an  end  to  j 
ind  if  the  accused  shall  be  proved  to  be  one  of  those  by 
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vfhom  Mdi  deetrioes  wre  bnvbounid  and  ipouloatf^  I  Mf . 
let  the  steel  aod  ccurd  do  their  work  on  him." 
-  A  general  mactnur  seamed  to  approve  what  the  speak* 
er  had  said  ;  for  aU  were  conscious  that  the  power  of  the 
TribiNia)  depended  much  inore  on  the  opinion  of  its  being 
deeply  and  firmly  rooted  in  the  general  system,  than  uyop 
any  regard  or  esteem  for  an  institution,  of  which  all  felt 
the  severity.  It  followed,  that  those  of  the  member^  who 
enjoyed  consequence  by  means  of  tKeir  station  in  th^ 
ranks  of  the  Vehme,  saw  the  necessity  of  supporting,  ita 
tenors  by  occasional  exllnples  of  severe  punishment ; 
and  none  could  be  more  readily  sacrificed,  than  an  un* 
known  and  wandering  foreigner.  AU  this  rushed  upon 
Phiiipoon's  mind,  but  did  not  prevent  bis  making  a  steady 
reply  to  the  accusation. 

<^  Gentleaien,"  he  said,  "  good  citizens,  burgesses,  or 
by  whatever  other  name  you  please  to  be  addres^^ed,  know, 
that  in  my  fcH'mer  days  I  have  stood  In  as  great  peril  as 
now,  and  have  never  turned  my  heel  to  save  my  life. 
Cords  and  daggers  are  not  calculated  to  strike  terror  into 
tliose  who  have  seen  swords  and  lances.  My  answer  to 
the  accusation  is,  that  I  am  an  Englishman,  one  of  a  na<> 
tion  accustomed  to  yield  and  to  receive  open*handed  and 
equal  justice  dealt  forth  in  the  broad  light  of  day.  I  am, 
however,  a  traveller,  who  knows  that  be  has  no  right  to 
oppose  the  rules  and  laws  of  other  nations,  because  they 
do  not  resemble  those  of  his  own.  But  this  caution  can 
only  be  called  for  in  lands,  where  the  system  about  which 
we  converse  is  in  full  force  and  operation.  If  we  speak 
of  the  institutions  of  Germany,  being  at  the  time  in  France 
or  Spain,  we  may  without  ofience  to  the  country  in  which 
.  they  are  current,  dbpute  concerning  them,  as  students 
delmte  upon  a  logical  thesis  in  a  university.  The  accuser 
objects  to  me,  that  at  Turin,  or  elsewhere  in  the  north 
of  Italy,  I  spoke  with  censure  of  the  institution  under 
which  I  am  now  judged.  I  will  not  deny  that  I  remem- 
ber something  of  the  kind  ;  but  it  was  in  c(»isequence  of 
the  question  being  in  a  n>anner  forced  upon  me  by  two 
gueata^  with  whom  I  chanced  to  find  myself  at  table.    I 
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«va9  nmieb  ladl  etnmtif  soliciled  Ibr  an  opbion  are  I  gave 
one." 

'^  And  was  tliat  opioioQ/'  said  the  presiding  Judge, 
*^  favourable  or  otherwiae  to  the  Holy  and  Secret  Vehme*- 
g^cht  ?  Let  truth  rule  your  tongue«-«rea)ember,  life  it 
short,  judgnieBt  is  eternal  2" 

"  I  would  not  save  my  life  at  the  expense  of  a  false«- 
bood.  My  opiuioii  was  unfavourable ;  and  I  expressed 
myself  thus  :— No  laws  or  judicial  proceeittngs  can  be 
just  or  commendable^  which  exist  and  operate  by  means 
of  a  secret  combioaticMi.  I  Ad,  that  justice  ooukl  only 
live  and  exist  in  the  open  air,  and  that  when  she  ceased 
to  be  public,  she  degenerated  into  revenge  and  hatred.  I 
said,  that  a  system,  of  which  your  own  jurists  have  said» 
nonfraUr  afraircy  nan  h0spes  a  hospite^  tvHUj  was  too 
much  adverse  to  the  laws  of  nature  to  be  connected  with 
or  regulated  by  those  of  religion/' 

These  words  were  scarcely  uttered,  when  there  burst 
a  murmur  from  the  Judges  highly  unfavourable  to  the 
prisoner. — "  He  blasphemes  the  Holy  Vehme— Let  bis 
mouth  be  closed  for  ever  !" 

*^  Hear  me,"  said  the  Englishman,  <<  as  you  will  one 
day  wish  to  be  yourselves  heard !  I  say  such  were  my 
sentiments,  and  so  I  expressed  them — ^I  say  also,  I  had  a 
right  to  express  these  opinions,  whether  sound  or  erro* 
neous,  in  a  neutral  country,  where  this  Tribunal  neither 
did,  nor  could,  claim  any  jurisdiction.  My  sediments 
are  still  the  same.  1  would  avow  them  if  that  sword 
were  at  my  bosom,  or  that  cord  around  my  throat.  But 
I  deny  that  I  have  ever  spoken  against  the  institutioiis.  of 
your  Vehme,  in  a  country  where  it  had  its  course  as  a 
national  mode  of  justice.  Far  more  strongly,  if  possibiei 
do  I  denounce  the  absurdity  of  the  falsehood,  which  np^ 
resents  me,  a  wandering  forrigner,  (s  oommbsioned  ti 
traffic  with  the  Duke  of  Burgundy  about  siiGh  high  mat* 
ters,  or  to  form  a  conspiracy  for  the  destruction  of  a  sys- 
tem, to  which  so  many  seem  Avarmly  attached.  I  ne/ei 
laid  such  a  thing,  and  I  ne^^er  thought  it.'' 
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•  <<  Accuser,''  said  the  presidttig  Judge^  *^  thou  hasi  heani 
Ifae  accused — What  is  thy  reply  ?*' 

**  The  first  pait  of  the  charge,"  said  the  accuser,  <*  he 
hath  confessed  in  this  high  presence,  namely,  that  his 
foul  tongue  bath  basely  slandered  our  holy  mysteries  ;  for 
which  he  deserves  that  it  should  be  torn  out  of  his  throat. 
1  myself,  on  my  oath  of  office,  will  aver,  as  use  and  law 
b,  that  the  rest  of  the  accusation,  namely,  that  which 
taxes  him  as  having  entered  into  machinations  for  the 
destruction  of  the  Vehmicme  institutions,  are  as  true  as 
those  which  be  has  found  mmself  unaUe  to  deny." 

^*  In  justice,"  said  the  Englishman,  ^^  the  accusation,  if 
box  made  good  by  satisfactory  proof,  ought  to  be  left  to 
the  oath  of  the  party  accused,  instead  of  permitting  the 
accuser  to  establish  by  his  own  deposition  the  defects  in 
his  own  charge." 

"  Stranger,"  replied  the  presiding  Judge,  "  we  permit 
to  thy  ignorance  a  longer  and  more  full  defence  than  con- 
MSts  with  our  usual  fonns.  Know,  that  the  right  of  sit- 
ting among  these  venerable  judges  confers  on  the  person 
of  him  who  -enjoys  it  a  sacredness  of  character,  which 
ordinary  men  cannot  attain  to.  The  oath  of  one  of  the 
initiated  must  counterbalance  the  most  solemn  assevera- 
tion of  every  one  that  is  not  acquainted  with  our  holy 
secrets.  In  the  Vehmique  court  all  must  be  Vehmique. 
The  averment  of  the  Elmperor,  he  being  uninitiated, 
would  not  have  so  much  weight  in  our  counsels  as  that 
bf  one  of  the  meanest  of  these  officials.  The  affirmation 
of  the  accuser  can  only  be  rebutted  by  the  oath  of  a 
member  of  the  same  Tribunal,  being  of  superior  rank." 

**  Then,  God  be  gracious  to  me,  for  I  have  no  trust 
save  in  Heaven  !"  said  the  Englishmati,  in  solemn  ac- 
Gent3.  "  Yet  I  will  not  fall  without  an  efibrt.  I  call  upon 
thee  thyself,  dark  spirit,  who  presidest  in  this  most  deadly 
assembly — I  call  upon  thyself,  to  declare  on  thy  hith 
and  honour,  whether  thou  boldest  me  guilty  of  what  is 
thus  boldly  averred  by  this  false  calumniator— I  call  upon 
thee  by  thy  sacred  character — by  the  name  of" 

^^  Hold  !"  replied  the  presiding  Judge.     <<  The  name 
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by  which  we  are  known  in  open  air  must  not  be  pro 
flounced  in  this  subterranean  judgment-seat." 

He  then  proceeded  to  address  the  prisoner  and  the 
assembly. — "  1,  being  called  on  in  evidence,  declare  that 
the  charge  against  thee  is  so  far  true  as  it  is  acknowledged 
by  thyself,  namely,  that  thou  hast  in  other  lands  than  the 
Hed  Soil,' spoken  lightly  of  this  holy  institution  of  jus- 
tice. But  I  believe  in  my  soul,  and  will  bear  witness  on 
my  honour,  that  the  rest  of  the  accusation  is  incredible 
and  fiilse.  And  this  I  swear,  J^olding  my  hand  on  the 
dagger  and  the  cord. — What  is  your  judgment,  my  breth- 
ren, upon  the  case  which  you  have  investigated  ?" 

A  member  of  the  first-seated  and  highest  class  amongst 
the  judges,  muffled  like  the  rest,  but  the  tone  of  whose 
Toice,  and  the  stoop  of  whose  person,  announced  him  to 
be  more  advanced  in  years  than  the  other  two  who  had 
hekfite  spoken,  arose  with  difficulty,  and  said  with  a  trem- 
bling voiee, — 

"  The  child  of  the  cord  who  is  before  us,  has  been 
eonvicted  of  folly  and  rashness  in  slandering  our  holy  in- 
stitution. But  he  spoke  his  folly  to  ears  which  had  never 
heard  our  sacred  laws — He  has,  therefore,  been  acquitted 
by  irrefragable  testimony,  of  combining  for  the  impotent 
purpose  of  undermining  our  power,  or  stirring  up  princes 
against  our  holy  association,  for  which  death  were  too 
light  a  punishment — He  hath  been  foolish,  then,  but  not 
criminal ;  and  as  the  holy  laws  of  the  Vehme  bear  no 
jienahy  save  that  of  death,  I  propose  for  judgment  that 
the  child  of  the  cord  be  restored  without  injury  to  soci- 
ety, and  to  the  upper  world,  having  been  first  duly  admon- 
ished of  his  errors." 

"  Child  of  the  cord,"  said  the  presiding  Judge,  "  thou 
hast  heard  thy  sentence  of  acquittal.  But,  as  thou  de- 
sirest  to  sleep  in  an  unbloody  grave,  let  me  warn  thee, 
that  the  secrets  of  this  night  shall  remain  with  thee,  as  a 
secret  not  to  bfe  communicated  to  father  rior  tnother^  to 
spouse,  son,  or  daughter ;  neither  to  be  spoken  aloud  nor 
whispered  ;  to  be  told  in  words  or  written  in  characters 
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to  be  carved  or  to  be  painted,  or  to  be  olberwisa  oqqiiihi- 
nicated,  either  directly,  or  by  parable  aipd  emblem*  Obey 
this  behest,  and  thy  life  is  in  surety «  LMthy  heart  (hen 
rejoice  within  thee,  but  let  it  rejoice  with  trembling. 
Never  more  let  thy  vanity  persuade  thee  that  tbou  art 
secure  from  the  servants  aad  Jodges  of  the  Holy  Vehroe. 
Though  a  thousand  leagues  lie  b^ween  thee  end  the 
Red  Land,  and  thou  speiJcest  in  tliat  where  our  power  is 
not  known  ;  though  thou  shouldst  be  shehered  by  tby 
native  island,  and  defended  by  thy  kindled  oc^im,  yet 
even  there,  I  warn  thee  to  cwm  thyself  when  thou  dost 
so  much  as  think  of  the  Holy  md  Invisible  Tribunal,  and 
to  retain  thy  thoughts  within  thine  own  bosom  ;  for  the 
Avenger  may  be  beside  thee,  and  thou  nayat  diia  i«  ifay 
folly.  Go  hence,  be  wise,  mi  let  the  fear  ef  tbe  Uoly 
Vehme  never  pass  from  before  thine  eyea*" 

At  the  concluding  words,  idl  the  lights  were  at  eoot 
extinguished  with  a  hissing  noise.  PhilipsoD  felt  on^ 
more  the  grasp  of  the  hands  of  the  ofljciala,  to  which  he 
resigned  himself  aj»  the  safest  course.  He  was  geetly 
prostrated  on  his  pallet-bed,  and  transported  back  to  the 
place  from  which  he  had  been  advanced  to  tbe  feet  of  thie 
altar.  The  cordage  was  again  applied  to  tbe  platfena^ 
and  Philipson  was  sensible  that  his  couch  rose  with  bios 
for  a  few  moments,  until  a  slight  shock  apprised  him  tbi^ 
he  was  again  brought  to  a  level  with  the  floor  of  tbe  chain* 
ber  in  which  he  had  been  lodged  on  the  preceding  nigbti 
or  rather  morning.  He  pondered  over  the  events  that 
had  passed,  in  which  he  was  sensible  that  he  owed  Heavei^ 
thanks  for  a  great  deliverance.  Fatigue  at  length  pre* 
vailed  over  anxiety,  and  he  fell  into  a  deep  and  piofouid 
sleep,  fix>m  whbh  he  was  only  awakened  by  retoraing 
light.  He  resolved  on  an  instant  departure  from  so  dasK 
eerous  a  spot,  and  without  seeing  any  one  of  the  beu9#» 
bold  but  the  old  ostler,  pursued  his  jouiney  to  Strasbuqb 
and  reached  that  city  without  fertber  accident. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

Awfty  «ftb  IheM  i^Ttm  WMoia'i  wofM  win  hm 

WUbiu  iu  •wn  craatioQ,  or  in  Uiine, 

Matenial  Nature !  for  who  teems  like  thee 

Thus  on  the  banks  of  th^  majestic  Rhine  T 

Tbere  Harold  gazes  on  a  work  divine, 

A  Mending  of  aH  heautiM,  streamfl,  and  deH»«> 

Utility  Ibliafe,  ttw^,  vaod»  eora0eid,  monm^tin,  fine,  «  , 

And  chieflatt  ca&tka  bveathiag  stern  fttrewellt^ 

From  grey  but  leafy  walls;  where  ruin  greenly  dwells. 

Childe  Harold's  Pilgrimage,  Caado  UL 

When  Arthur  Pfiilipson  left  his  father,  to  go  on  board 
the  bark  which  was  to  waft  him  across  the  Rhine,  he  took 
but  few  precautions  for  his  own  subsistence,  during  a  sepa^^ 
ration  of  which  he  calculated  the  duration  to  be  rery 
brief.  Some  necessary  change  of  raiment,  and  a  very 
few  pieces  of  gold,  were  all  which  be  thought  it  fMedfcd 
to  withdraw  from  the  general  stock ;  the  rest  of  die 
baa:gage  ai^  money  he  left  with  the  sumpcer-'horse,  which 
he  concluded  his  father  might  need,  in  order  to  sustain 
bis  character  as  an  English  trader.  Hai^ng  embarked 
with  his  horse  and  his  slender  appointments  on  board  a 
fishing  skiff,  she  instantly  raised  her  tempoiary  maat^ 
spread  a  sail  across  the  yard,  and,  supported  by  the  feroa 
of  the  wind  against  the  downward  power  of  the  ecnrrent, 
moved  across  the  river  obliquely  in  the  direcMn  of  Kiicb* 
hofT,  which,  as  we  have  said,  lies  somewhat  lower  on  the 
river  than  Hans^Cbapelle.  Their  passage  was  so  favoor- 
able,  that  they  reached  the  opposite  side  in  a  few  mm* 
ntes,  but  not  until  Arthur,  whose  eye  and  thoughts  were 
on  the  left  bank,  had  seen  his  ftther  depart  fiom  the 
Chapel  of  the  Ferry,  accompanied  by  two  hcMrsemen, 
whom  he  readily  concluded  to  be  the  guide  Barthdomew/ 
and  some  chance  traveller  who  had  joined  bin  ;  but  the 
second  of  whom  was  in  truth  the  Black  RrieaC  of  St 
t^taTsy  as  has  been,  afamidy  oMiitioaed* 
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to  be  carved  or  to  be  pa**-  ^  iatber's  compaoy  was,  h€ 

nicated,  either  directlv      ^  to  be  attended  witli  an  increase 

this  behest,  and  tb'      ^j^'  not  probable  he  would  suffer  a 

rejoice  within  r*    ^  -^  upon  hiiii>  aad  one  of  his  own 

Never  more  k      ;,^' protection,  in  case  his  guide  should 

secure  from  •     A    At  any  rate,. he  had  to  rejoice  that 

Though  9  .'y*^ther  depart  in  safety  from  the  spot  where 

Red  La^    -^^-^  to  apprehend  some  danger  awaited  him. 

not  kr  .  i^'^ therefore,  to  make  no  stay  at  Kirch-hoff, 

nati'     'y'^e  his  way,  as  fast  as  possible,  towards  Stras* 

^**    Jf^'^f^^i  when  darkness  compelled  him  to  stop,  in 

ji^ytbe  dorflfe,  or  villages,  which  were  situated  on  tlie 

'fLi^  side  of  the  Rhine.     At  Strasburg,  he  trusted, 

^f/je  sanguine  spirit  of  youth,  he  might  again  be  able 

f'l^join  his  father  ;  and  if  he  could  aot  altogether  sab- 

^  his  anxiety  on  their  separation,  he  fondly  nourished 

the  Itope  that  he  might  meet  him  in  safety.     After  some 

fiion  refre$hniiaQt  and  repose  afforded  to  his  horse,  be 

Jost  no  time  10  proceeding  on  bis  journey  down  the  east-; 

am  baok  of  the  broad  river. 

Hetwas  now  upon  the  moat  interesting  side  of  the 
Rhkie,  walled  in  and  repelled  as  the  river  is  on  that  shore 
by  the  most  romantic  jclif&,  now  mantled  witff  vegetation 
of  themhest  hue,  tinged  with  all  the  variegated  colours 
of  autumn;  now.  surmounted  by  fortresses,  over  whose 
gatea  were  displayed  the  pennons  of  their  proiid  owners ; 
or  stildded  with  hamlets,  where  the  richness  of  tlie  soil 
supplied  to  the  poor  labourer  the  food,  of  which  the  op* 
presriffe  haad  of  his  superior  threatened  altQgether  to 
deprive  bim^  Every  stream  which  here  contributes  its 
waneis  to  the  Rhme,  winds  through  its  own  tributary  dell, 
and  «ach  valley  possesses  a  varying  and  separate  cbarao* 
ter,  some  rich  with  pastures,  q^Mn^fields,  and  vineyards, 
some  fiowning  with  crags  and  precipices,  and  other  ro^ 
mantic  beauties. 

-  The  principles  of  taste  were  not  then  explamed  oi 
anilyved  as  they  have  been  since,  in  countries  where 
lekuite  has  b^en  fiaind  for  this  iovestigation.  But  the 
feelings  arising  fix»h«0;iri<di  a  laadsji^pe  as  is;  displayed 
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'^  valley  of  the  Rhine,  must  have  been  the  same  in 

hosom,  ftom  the  period  when  our  Englishman  took 

.iitary  journey  through  it,  in  doubt  and  danger,  till 

dt  in  which  it  heard  the  indignant  Childe  Harold  Ud  a 

proud  farewell  to  his  native  country,  in  the  vain  search 

of  a  land  in  which  his  heart  might  throb  less  fiercely. 

Arthur  enjoyed  this  scene,  although  the  fading  daylight 
began  to  remind  him,  that,  alone  as  he  was,  and  travel- 
ling  with  a  very  valuable  charge,  it  would  be  matter  of 
prtrdence  to  look  out  for  some  place  of  rest  during  the 
night.  Just  as  he  had  formed  the  resolution  of  enquiring 
at  the  next  habitation  he  should  pass,  which  way  he 
should  follow  for  this  purpose,  the  road  he  pursued  de- 
scended into  a  beautiful  amphitheatre  filled  with  large 
trees,  which  protected  from  the  heats  of  summer  the 
delicate  and  tender  herbage  of  the  pasture.  A  large 
brook  flowed  through  it,  and  jdned  the  Rhine.  At  a 
short  mile  up  the  brook,  its  waters  made  a  crescent  round 
a  steep  craggy  eminence,  crowned  with  flanking  walls, 
and  Gothic  towers  and  turrets,  enclorang  a  feudal  casths 
of  tlie  6rst  order.  A  part  of  the  savannah  that  has  been 
mentioned,  had  been  irregularly  cultivated  for  wheat, 
whidi  had  grown  a  plentifol  crop,  ft  was  gathered  in, 
but  tlie  patches  of  deep  yellow  stubble  eontrasted  with 
ihe  green  of  the  undisturbed  pasture  land,  and  with  the 
seared  afnd  dark-red  foliage  of  the  broad  oak^  whkrb 
^i««h^  their  armsjith wart  the  level  space.  The>e  af 
>  Tad,  tn  a  rustic  dress,  w^s  employed  in  the  task  of  netting 
a  brood  of  partridges  with  the  assistance  of  a  train«a 
spaniel;'  white  a  young  woman,  who  had  the  air  rather  of 
a'dotiiestic  in  some  family  of  rank,  than  that  of  an  ordji 
As^'villager,  sat  on  the  stump  of  a  decayed  tree,  to  watdv 
tile  progress  of  the  aftilwiemeBt.  The  spaniel,  whose 
Aity  it  was  to  drivd  the  partridges  under  the  n«K  wa»* 
perceptibly  disturbed  at  the  approach  of  tlie-JWajvaeli^f 
his  attention  was  divided, -and  he  wm  obviously  in  dan'*^ 
ger  of  marring  the  sport,  by  'barking. and  ip^mwg-vtp^'tiw 
covey,  when  the  maiden  quitted  heir  ^eat,  and  advaabin^i 
4^    TOl;  II.  '        " 
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towwrds  PhiKpson,  requested  bitn,  for  eouitesj,  to  pett 
at  a  greater  distance,  and  not  iiiierfei«  with  their  anww 
meiit. 

Tlie  tniTelkr  wiiliogly  complied  with  her  request. 

<<  i  will  ride,  &ir  damsel,"  he  said,  "  at  wbaleirer  dis- 
tance you  please.  And  allow  me,  in  guerdon,  to  ask, 
whetlier  there  is  convent^  castle,  or  good  munV  boose, 
where  a  stranger,  w1k>  is  belated  and  weary,  might  re* 
ceive  a  night's  hospitality  ?" 

The  girl,  whose  face  he  had  not  yet  distinctly  seen^ 
seemed  to  suppress  some  desire  to  laugh,  as  she  replied, 
*^  Hath  not  yon  castle,  think  you,"  pointing  to  the  distaat 
towers,  <<  some  comer  which  might  accommodate  a  stran- 
ger HI  such  extremity  ?" 

*<  Space  enoughj^  certainly,''  said  Arthur  ;  '*  but  per* 
haps  little  indiDation  to  grant  it." 

''  I  myself>"  said  tbe  girl, "  being  one,  and  a  formidaUe 
part  of  tbe  prison,  will  be  answerable  for  your  recep- 
tion»  But  as  you  parley  with  roe  in  such  hostile  foshion, 
it  is  according  to  martial  order  that  I  should  put  dow» 
my  visor." 

So  saying,  she  concealed  her  &ce  und^  one  of  tbosm 
riding  masks,  which  at  that  peripd  women  often  wore 
when  they  went  abroad,  whether  for^roteeting  their  cam- 
pl^on,  or  screening  themselves  from  intrusive  obserrm^ 
tion*  But  ere  she  could  accomplish  this  operiilioft,  Ar* 
thur  had  detected  the  merry  countenanoe  of  Aiksettft 
Veilchen,  a  girl  who,  though  her  attendance  on  Anne  of  , 
Geierstein  was  in  a  naenial  capacity,  was  hdd  in  high  es<(^ 
timation  at  Geierstein.  She  was  a  bold  wench,,  unao* 
customed  to  the  dtstioctions  of  rank,  which  were  little 
regarded  in  the  simf^ity^  of  the  Helvetian  hBls,  and  sbm 
was  ready  to  laugh,  jest,  and  fUrt  with  the  young  men  of 
the  Landamman's  family.  This  attracted  no  attention^ 
the  mountain  manners  making  little  distioetion  between 
the  degrees  of  attendant  and  mbtress,  further  than  that  the 
mistress  was  a  young  woman  who  required  help,  and  thei 
maiden  one  who  was  in  a  sitoatioo  to  offer  and  {ifibcd  it*. 
This  kind  of  familiarity  would  perhaps  have  .beea  dan- 
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gerous  in  other  lands,  but  the  simplicity  of  Swiss  rwm- 
iiers,  and  the  turn  of  Annette's  disposition,  which  was 
resolute  and  sensible,  though  rather  bold  and  fiee,  wlien 
compared  to  the  manners  of  more  civilized  countries,  kept 
aH  intercourse  betwixt  her  and  the  young  men  of.  tlie 
family  in  the  strict  path  of  honour  and  innocence. 

Arthur  himself  had  paid  considerable  attention  to 
Annette,  being  naturally,  from  his  feelings,  towards  Anne 
of  Geierstein,  heartily  desirous  to  possess  the  good  graces 
of  her  attendant ;  a  point  which  was  easily  gained  by  the 
attentions  of  a  handsome  young  man,  and  the  generosity 
with  which  he  heaped  upon  her  small  presents  gf  arti- 
cles of  dress  or  ornament,  which  the  damsel,  however 
faithful,  could  find  no  heart  to  refuse. 

The  assurance  that  he  was  in  Anne's  neighbourhood, 
and  that  he  was  likely  to  pass  the  night  under  the  same 
roof,  both  of  which  circumstances  were  intimated  b)  the 
girl's  presence  and  language,  sent  the  blood  in  a  hastier 
current  through  Arthur's  veins  ;  for  though,  since  he  had 
crossed  the  river,  he  had  sometimes  nourished  hopes  of 
again  seeing  her  who  had  made  so  strong  an  impression  on 
his  imagination,  yet  his  understanding  had  as  often  told 
him  how  slight  was  the  chance  of  their  meeting,  and  it 
was  even  now  chilled  by  the  reflection,  that  it  could  be 
followed  only  by  the  pain  of  a  sudden  and  final  separa- 
tion. He  yielded  himself,  however,  to  the  prospect  of 
promised  pleasure,  without  attempting  to  ascertain  what 
was  to  be  its  duration  or  its  consequence.  Desirous,  in 
the  meantime,  to  hear  as  much  of  Anne's  circumstances 
as  Annette  chose  to  tell,  he  resolved  not  to  let  that  merry 
maiden  perceive  that  she  was  knofvn  by  him,  until  she 
chose  of  her  own  accord  to  lay  aside  her  mystery. 

While  these  thoughts  passed  rapidly  through  his  imagi- 
Jfation,  Annette  bade  the  lad  drop  his  nets,  and  directed 
him  that,  having  taken  two  of  the  best  fed  patridges  from 
the  covey,  and  carried  them  into  the  kitchen,  he  was  to 
set  the  rest  at  liberty. 

**  I  must  provide  supper,**  said  she  to  the  traveller 
'  since  I  am  bringing  home  unexpected  company.*^ 
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Anhur  eatnesdy  expressed  his  hope  that  hb  experi* 
encing  the  hospitality  of  the  castle  would  occasion  no 
trouble  to  the  inmates,  and  received  satisfiurtory  assuran- 
ces upon  the  subject  of  his  scruples. 

*'  I  would  not  wiUingly  be  the  cause  of  inooovenience 
to  your  mistress,"  pursued  the  trayellen 

"  Look  you  there,"  said  Annette  Veilchen,  "  I  have 
said  nothing  of  master  or  mistress,  and  this  poor  forlorn 
traveller  has  already  concluded  in  his  own  mind  that  he 
is  to  be  harboured  in  a  lady^s  bower !'' 

<'  Why,  did  you  not  tell  me,"  said  Arthur,  somewhat 
confused  at  hb  blunder,  '^  that  you  were  the  person  of 
second  importance  in  the  place  ?  A  damsel^  I  judged, 
could  only  be  an  officer  under  a  female  governor." 

*'  I  do  not  see  the  justice  of  the  conclusion,''  replied 
the  maiden.  "  I  have  known  ladies  bear  offices  of 
trust  in  lords'  families ;  nay,  and  over  the  lords  them- 
selves." 

'*  Am  I  to  understand,  fair  damsel,  that  you  hold  so 
predominant  a  situation  in  the  castle  which  we  are  now 
approacliing,  jand  of  which  I  pray  you  to  tell  me  the 
name  ?" 

"  The  name  of  the  castle  is  Amheim,"  said  Annette* 

**  Your  garrison  must  be  a  large  oae"  said  Arthur, 
looking  .  at  the  extensive  building,  ^^  if.  you  are  able  to 
man  such  a  labyrinth  of  walls  and  towers." 

"  In  that  point,"  said  Annette,  "  1  must  needs  own  we 
are  very  deficient.  At  present,  we  rather  hide  in  the 
castle  than  inhabit  it ;  and  yet  it  is  well  enough  deiended 
by  the  reports  which  frightep  every  other  person  who 
nijgbt  disturb  its  seclusion." 

**  And  yet  you  yourselves  dare  to  reside  in  it  ?"  sai4., 
the  £qglis!hmaj[i,  recoUjecting  the  t^le  which  had  been 
told  by  Rudolph  Donnerhugel,  concerning  the  charactei^ 
o(  tb^  Barons  of  Aniheim,  and  tbej  final  catastrc^he  of 
rbe  fa«)ily* 

"Perhaps,"  replied  his  guide,  "we  are , too  iptimate 
witb;tfee  cause  of  sucb  fears  to  feel  ourselves  strongly 
oppiessed  with  them — pj^rb^ps  we  have  means  of  en* 
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Muntertng  the  supposed  tenors  proper  to  wrseb 
perhaps,  and  it  is  not  the  least  likely  conjecture,  we  have 
no  choice  of  a  better  place  of  refuge.  Such  seems  to  be 
your  own  fate  at  present,  sir,  for  the  tops  of  the  distaat 
hills  are  gradually  losing  the  lights  of  the  evening  ;  and 
if  you  rest  not  in  Arnheim,  weircontented  or  not,  you 
are  likely  to  find  no  safe  lodging  for  many  a  mile." 

As  she  thus  spoke  she  separated  from  Arthur,  taking, 
with  the  fowler  who  attended  her,  a  very  steep  but  short 
footpath,  which  ascended  straight  up  to  the  site  of  the 
castle  ;  at  the  same  time  motioning  to  the  young  Eng« 
lishman  to  follow  a  horse-track,  which,  more  circuitous, 
led  to  the  same  point,  and,  though  less  direct,  was  con- 
siderably more  easy. 

He  soon  stood  before  the  south  front  of  Arnheim  cas- 
tle, which  was  a  much  larger  building  than  he  had  con-* 
ceived,  either  from  Rudolph's  description,  or  from  the 
distant  view.  It  had  been  erected  at  many  different 
periods,  and  a  considerable  part  of  the  edifice  was  less  in 
the  strkst  Gothic  than  in  what  has  been  termed  the  Sara* 
cenic  style,  in  which  the  imagination  of  the  architect  is 
more  florid  than  that  which  is  usually  indulged  in  the 
North, — ^ch  in  minarets,  cupolas,  and  similar  approxi^ 
matiuns  to  Oriental  structures.  This  singular  building 
bore  a  general  appearance  of  desolation  and  desertion, 
but  Rudplph  had  been  misinformed  when  he  declared 
that  it  had  become  niinous.  On  the  contrary,  it  had 
been  maintained  with  considerable  care  ;  and  when  it  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  Emperor,  although  no  garrison  was 
maintained  within  its  precincts,  care  was  taken  to  keep 
the  bt^ilding  in  repair  ;  and  though  the  prejudices  of  the 
4||ountry  people  prevented  any  one  from  passing  the  night 
within  the  fearful  walls,  yet  it  was  regularly  visited  from 
^me  to  time  by  a  person  having  commission  from  the  Im- 
perial Cnancery  to  that  effect.  The  occupation  of  the 
domain  around  the  castle  was  a  valuable  compensation 
for  this  oflicial  person's  labour,  and  he  took  care  not  to 
endanger  the  loss  of  it  by  neglecting  his  duty.  Of  late 
this  officer  had  been  withdrawn,  and  now  it  appeared 
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The  Swiss  damsel  did  not  leave  the  youthfiil  traveller 
tune  to  study  particularly  the  exterior  of  the  castle,  or  to 
ooostrue  the  meaoing  of  emblems  and  mottos,  seemingly 
of  an  Oriental  character,  with  which  the  outside  was 
inscribed,  and  which  expressed  in  various  modes,  more  or 
less  directly,  the  attachttnent  of  the  builders  of  this  ex- 
teorive  pile  to  the  leamiag  of  the  Eastern  sages.  Ere 
he  had  time  to  take  more  than  a  general  survey  of  the 
place,  the  voice  of  tbe  Swiss  maiden  called  him  to  an 
angle  of  the  well  is  which  there  was  a  projection,  from 
whence  a  long  plank  extended  over  a  dry  moat,  and  was 
connected  with  a  window  in  which  Annette  was  standing. 

''You  have  forgotten  your  Swiss  lessons  already," 
Nsaid  she,  observing  that  Arthur  went  rather  timidly  about 
orossing  the  temporary  and  precarious  drawbridge. 

The  reflec^tion  that  Anne,  her  mistress,  might  make 
the  same  observation,  recalled  tbe  young  traveller  to  tbe 
necessary  degree  of  composure.  He  passed  over  the 
flBLtik  with  the  sanie^an^/roiW  with  which  he  had  learned 
to  brave  the  far  inore  terrific  bridge,  beneath  the  ruinous 
Castle  of  Geierstein.  He  had  no  sooner  entered  the 
window  than  Annette,  taking  ofi*  her  mask,  bade  diui  wel- 
come to  Germany,  and  to  old  friends  with  new  names* 

"  Anne  of  Geierstein,"  she  said,  "  is  no  more  |  but 
you  will  presently  see  the  Lady  Baroness  of  ArDbeimi 
who  is  extremely  like  her ;  and  I,  who  was  i^netta 
Veilchen  in  Switzerland,  the  servant  to  a  damsel  who  was 
not  esteemed  much  greater  than  myself,  am  now  the 
young  Baroness's  waiting-woman,  and  make  every  body 
of  less  quality  stand  back."  ^    . 

"  If,  in  such  circumstances,"  said  yoimg  Pbilipson, 
"  you  have  the  influence  due  to  your  consequence,  let  m% 
beseech  of  you  to  tell  the  Baroness,  since  we  uMist  now 
call  her  so,  that  my  present  intrusion  on  her  is  occasioned 
by  my  ignorance."  \ 

**  Away,  away,"  said  the  girl,  laughing,  "  I  know  bet- 
lar  what  to  My  in  your  behalf.    You  are  not  tbe  firbt  poor 
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mwsk  and  pedlar  tiut  has  goc  tbe  gsaoes  of  a  gmat  Itdy ; 
but  I  warrant  yoQ  it  was  not  by  makbg  huoibie  apolo* 
gies,  and  talking  of  aototentiooal  intrusion.  1  will  tell 
her  of  love,  which  all  the  Rhine  cannot  quench,  and 
which  has  driven  you  hitlier,  leaving  you  no  other  choice 
than  to  coaie  or  to  perish  !" 

«  Nay,  but  Annette,  Annette" 

^VFie  on  you  for  a  fool, — oiaka  a  shorter  name  of  it, 
— cry  Anne,  Anne  !  and  there  will  be  more  prospect  of 
your  being  answered." 

So  saying,  the  wild  girl  ran  out  of  the  room,  delighted, 
as  a  mountaineer  of  her  description  was  likely  to  be, 
with  the  tliougbt  of  having  dooe  as  she  would  desire  to 
be  done  by,  in  her  benevolent  exertions  to  bring  two 
lovers  together,  when  on  the  eve  of  inevitable  separation. 

In  this  self-approving  disposition,  Annette  sped  np  a 
narrow  turnpike  stair  to  a  closet,  or  dressing-room,  where 
her  young  mistress  was  seated,  and  exclaimed,  with  oped 
mouth,— ^<'  Anne  of  Goi  ,  I  mean  my  Lady  Baron- 
ess, they  are  come«-<4hey  are  oome  !" 

<<  The  Philipsons  ?"  said  Anne,  almost  breathless  as 
^he  asked  the  question, 

"  Yes — no—"  answered  riie  giri ;  "  that  is,  yes, — for 
the  best  of  them  is  ocnde,  and  that  is  Arthur." 

"  What  meanest  thou,  girl  ?  Is  not  Signior  PhiKpson, 
the  father,  along  with  his  son  ?" 

"  Not  he,  indeed,"  answered  V^lehen,  **  nor  did  I  ever 
think  of  asking  about  hiva.  He  was  no  friend  of  mine, 
nor  of  any  one  else,  save  the  old  Landamman  ;  and  well 
met  they  were  for  a  couple  of  wiseacres,  with  eternal 
proverbs  in  their  mouths,  and  care  upon  their  brows." 

"  Unkind,  inconsiderate  girl,  what  hast  thou  done," 
said  Anne  of  Geierstein.  ^*  Did  I  not  warn  and  charge 
thee  to  bring  them  both  hither  ?  and  you  have  brought 
the  young  man  alone  to  a  place  where  we  are  nearly  in 
solitude  !  What  will  he — what  can  he  think  of  me  ?" 

"  Why,  what  should  1  have  done  ?"  said  Annette,  re- 
maining firm  in  her  argunoeat.  ^*  He  was  alone,  and 
should  I  have  sent  him  down  to  the  dorff  to  be  murdered 


Digitized 


by  Google 


46  ANirs  or  oxisiitTKiir. 

hj  the  Rhingrave's  Lansknecbts  ?  All  is  fish,  I  trow^ 
that  comes  to  their  net ;  and  how  is  be  to  get  through 
this  country,  so  beset  vith  wandering  soldiers,  robber 
barons,  (I  beg  your  ladyship's  pardon,)  and  roguish  Ital- 
ians, flocking  to  the  Duke  of  Burgundy's  standard  ? — 
Not  to  mention  the  greatest  terror  of  all,  that  is  never  in 
one  shape  or  other  absent  from  one's  eye  or  thought." 

'<  Hush,  hush,  girl !  add  not  utter  madness  to  the  excess 
of  folly  ;  but  let  us  think  what  is  to  be  done.  For  our 
sake,  for  his  own,  this  unfortunate  young  man  must  leave 
this  castle  instantly." 

"  You  must  take  the  message  yourself  then,  Anne — ^I 
beg  pardon,  most  noble  Baroness ; — ^it  may  be  very  fit  for 
a  lady  of  high  birth  to  send  such  a  message,  which,  indeed, 
I  have  heard  the  Minne-singers  tell  in  their  romances ; 
but  I  am  sure  it  is  not  a  meet  one  for  me,  or  any  frank- 
hearted  Swiss  girl,^  to  carry.  No  more  foolery ;  but 
remember,  if  you  were  bom  Baroness  of  Amheim,  you 
have  been  bred  and  brought  up  in  the  bosom  of  the 
Swiss  hills,  and  should  conduct  yourself  like  an  honest 
and  well-meaning  damsel." 

"  And  in  what  does  your  wisdom  reprehend  my  folly, 
good  Mademoiselle  Annette  ?"  replied  the  Baroness. 

"  Ay,  marry  !  now  our  noble  blood  stirs  in  our  veins: 
But  remember,  gentle  my  lady,  that  it  was  a  bargain 
between  us,  when  I  left  yonder  noble  mountains,  and  the 
free  air  that  blows  over  them,  to  coop  myself  up  in  this 
land  of  prisons  and  slaves,  that  1  should  speak  my  mind 
to  you  as  freely  as  I  did  when  our  heads  lay  on  the  same 
pillow." 

"  Speak,  then,"  said  Anne,  studiously  averting  her 
face  as  she  prepared  to  listen ;  "  but  hew  are  that  you  say 
nothing  which  it  is  unfit  for  me  to  hear." 

**  I  will  speak  nature  and  common  sense  ;  and  if  your 
noble  ears  are  not  made  fit  to  hear  and  understand  these, 
the  fault  lies  in  them,  and  not  in  my  tongue.  Look  you, 
you  have  saved  this  youth  from  two  great  dangers, — one 
at  the  earth-shoot  at  Geierstein,  tlie  other  this  very  day, 
when  his  life  Wias  beset.     A  handsome  young  man  he  is. 
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weW  spoken,  and  well  qualified  to  gain  deservedly  a  lady  V 
Favour.  Before  you  saw  him,  the  Swiss  youth  were  at 
least  not  odious  to  you.  You  danced  with  them, — ^you 
jested  with  them, — ^you  were  the  general  object  of  their 
admiration, — and,  as  you  well  know,  you  might  have  had 
your  choice  through  the  Canton — Why,  I  think  it  possibfe 
a  little  urgency  might  have  brought  you  to  think  of  Ru- 
dolph Donnerhugel  as  your  mate.'' 

"  Never,  wench,  never  1"  exclaimed  Anne. 

^'  Be  not  so  very  positive,  my  lady.  Had  he  recom 
mended  himself  to  the  uncle  in  the  first  place,  I  think,  in 
my  poor  sentiment,  he  might  at  some  lucky  moment  have 
carried  the  niece.  But  since  we  have  known  this  young 
Englishman,  it  has  been  little  less  than  contemning, 
despising,  and  something  like  hating,  all  the  men  whom 
you  could  endure  well  enough  before." 

"  Well,  well,"  said  Anne,  "  I  will  detest  and  l^ate  thee 
more  than  any  of  them,  unless  you  bring  your  matters  to 
an  end." 

"  Softly,  noble  lady,  fair  and  easy  go  far.  All  this 
argues  you  love  the  youqg  man,  and  let  those  say  that 
you  are  wrong,  who  think  there  is  any  thing  wonderful  in 
the  matter.  There  is  much  to  justify  you,  and  nothing 
that  I  know  against  it." 

"  What,  foolish  girl !  Remember  my  birth  forbids  me 
to  love  a  mean  man — my  condition  to  love  a  poor  man-— 
my  father's,  commands  to  love  one  whose  addresses  are 
without  his  consent — above  all,  my  maidenly  pride  for- 
bids me  fixing  my  affections  on  who  cares  not  for  me, — 
nay,  perhaps,  is  prejudiced  against  me  by  appearances." 

**  Here  is  a  fine  homily  !"  said  Annette  ;  "  but  I  can 
clear  every  point  of  it  as  easily  as  Father  Francis  does 
his  text  in  a  holiday  sermon.  Your  birth  is  a  silly  dream, 
whioh  you  have  only  learned  to  value  within  these  two  or 
three  days,  when,  having  come  to  German  soil,  some  of 
the  old  German  weed,  usually  called  family  pride,  has 
begun  to  germinate  in  your  heart.  Think  of  such  folly 
as  you  thought  when  you  lived  at  Gfeierstein,  that  is« 
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*iduiing  all  the  rational  part  of  your  life,  and  this  great 
terrible  prejudice  will  sink  into  nothing.  By  condition,  I 
conceive  you  mean  estate.  But  Philipson*s  father,  who 
is  the  most  free-hearted  of  men,  will  surely  give  his  son 
as  many  zecchins  as  will  stock  a  mountain  farm.  You 
have  fire-vmod  for  the  cutting,'  and  land  for  the  occupy- 
ing, skice  you  are  surely  entitled  to  part  of  Geierstein, 
and  gladly  will  your  uncle  put  you  ih  possession  of  it. 
You  can  manage  the  dairy,  Arthur  can  shoot,  hunt,  fish, 
plough,  harrow,  and  reap." 

Anne  of  Geierstein  sliook  her  head,  as  if  she  greatly 
doubted  her  lover's  skill  in  the  last  of  the  accomplish- 
raents  enumerated. 

"  Well,  well,  he  can  learn,  then,"  said  Annette  Veil- 
chen  ;  "  and  you  will  only  live  the  harder  the  first  year 
or  so.  Besides,  Sigismund  Biederman  will  aid  him  wil- 
lingly, and  he  is  a  very  horse  at  labour ;  and  I  know 
another  besides,  who  is  a  friend" 

"  Of  thine  own,  1  warrant,"  quoth  the  young  Baroness. 

"  Marry,  it  is  my  poor  friend,  Louis  Sprenger ;  and  Til 
never  be  so  false-hearted  as  to  deny  my  bachelor." 

"  Well,  well,  but  what  is  to  be  the  end  of  all  this  ?*' 
said  the  Baroness,  impatiently. ' 

"  The  end  of  it,  in  my  opinion,"  said  Annette,  "  in 
very  simple.  Here  are  priests  and  prayer-books  within 
a  mile — go  down  to  the  parlour,  speak  your  mind  to  your 
lover,  or  hear  him  speak  his  mind  to  you  ;  join  hands,  go 
quietly  back  to  Geierstein  in  the  character  of  man  and 
wife,  and  get  every  thing  ready  to  receive  your  uncle  on 
his  return.  This  is  the  way  that  a  plain  Swiss  wench 
would  cut  oflT  the  romance  of  a  German  Baroness" 

"  And  break  the  heart  of  her  father,"  said  the  young 
lady,  with  a  sigh. 

"  It  is  more  tough  than  you  are  aware  of,"  replied 
Annette  ;  "  he  hath  not  lived  without  you  so  long,  but 
that  he  will  be  able  to  spare  you  for  the  rest  of  his  life,  a 
great  deal  more  easily  than  you,  with  all  your  newfangled 
ideas  of  quality,  will  be  able  to  endure  his  schemes  of 
wealth  and  ambition,  which  will  aim  at  makinjg  you  lAe 
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wife  of  some  illttstrious  Count,  like  De  HagenhBch,  whom 
we  saw  not  long  since  make  such  an  edifying  end,  to  the 
great  example  of  all  Robber-Chivalry  upon  the  Rhine." 

**  Thy  plan  is  naught,  wench  ;  a  childish  vision  of  a 
girl,  who  never  knew  more  of  life  than  she  has  beard 
told  over  her  milking-pail.  Remember  that  my  undo 
entertains  the  lughest  ideas  flf  fiinuly  discipline,  and  that, 
to  act  contrary  to  my  fiither's  will,  would  destroy  us  io 
bis  good  opinion.  Why  else  am  I  here  ?  wherefore  has 
he  resigned  his  guardianship  ?  and  why  am  1  obliged  to 
change  the  habits  that  are  dear  to  me,  and  assume  the 
manners  of  a  people  that  are  strange,  and  thereiore 
unpleasing  to  me  ?'' 

^' Your  uncle,"  said  Annette  firmly,  '^  is  Landamman 
of  the  Canton  of  Unterwalden ;  respeets  its  freedom, 
and  is  the  sworn  protectee  of  its  laws,  of  which,  when 
you,  a  denizen  of  the  Confederacy,  claim  the  protectioo 
he  cannot  refuse  it  to  you." 

^'  Even  then,"  said  the  young  Baroness,  '^  I  shouU 
forfeit  his  good  opinion,  his  more  than  paternal  afiectioD  ; 
but  it  is  needless  to  dwell  upon  this.  Know,  that  alihoegh 
I  could  have  loved  the  young  man,  whom  I  will  not  de-» 
ny  to  be  as  amiable  as  your  partiaKty  paints  him — ^kno^," 
-~-sbe  hesitated  for  a  moment,— <<  that  be  has  never 
spoken  a  word  to  me  on  such  a  subject  as  you,  without 
knowing  either  bis  sentiments  or  mine,  would  intrude  on 
my  consideration." 

"  Is  it  possible  ?"  answered  Annette.  "  I  thought — 1 
believed,  though  I  have  never  pressed  on  your  confidence 
-'-^hat  you  must — ^attached  as  you  were  to  each  other- 
have  spoken  together,  like  true  maid  and  true  bachelor, 
before  now.  I  have  done  wrong,  when  I  thought  to  do 
for  the  best.  Is  it  possible  !-«8uch  things  have  been 
heard  of  even  in  our  canton— is  it  possible  he  can  have 
harboured  so  unutterably  base  purposes,  as  that  Martin 
of  Brisach,  who  made  love  to  Adela  of  the  Sundgau, 
enticed  her  to  folly — ^the  thing,  though  almost  incredible, 
IS  true — fled — ^fled  from  the  country  and  boasted  of  his 
vitiany,  till  her  cousin  Raymund  silenced  for  ever  bis 
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hffiiinous  triumph,  by  beating  his  brains  out  with  his  club, 
ev^n  in  the  very  street  of  the  villain's  native  town  i  By 
the  Holy  Mother  of  Einsiedlen !  could  1  suspect  this 
Englishman  of  meditating  such  treason,  I  would  saw  the 
piank  across  the  n[K)at  till  a  fly's  weight  would  break  it, 
and  it  should  be  at  six  fathom  deep  that  he  should  abye 
the  perfidy  which  dared  to  fteditate  dishonour  agcunst  an 
adc^ted  daughter  of  Switzerland  !'' 

As  Annette  Veilchen  spoke,  all  the  fire  of  her  moun- 
tsin  courage  flashed  from  her  eyes,  and  she  listened 
reluctantly  while  Anne  of  Geierstein  endeavoured  to  oUit- 
emie  the  dangerous  impression  which  her  former  words 
had  impressed  on  her  simple  but  faithful  attendant. 

**  On  my  word" — she  said,  "  on  my  soul — you  do 
Arthur  Philipson  injustice— foul  injustice,  in  intimating 
such  a  suspicion  ;^-his  conduct  towards  me  has  ever 
been  upright  and  honourable — a  friend  to  a  friend — a 
brother  to  a  sister— could  not,  in  all  he  has  done  and 
said,  have  been  more  respectful,  more  anxiously  affec- 
tionate, more  undeviatingly  candid.  In  our  frequent 
interviews  and  intercourse  he  has  indeed  seemed  very 
kind — very  attached.  But  had  I  been  disposed— at 
tin^  I  may  have  been  too  much  so— to  listen  to  him 
witn  endurance," — the  young  lady  here  put  her  hand  on 
her  forehead,  but  the  tears  streamed  through  her  slender 
fingers, — **  he  has  never  s^ken  of  any  love — any  pref- 
erence ; — if  he  indeed  entertains  any,  some  obstacle, 
insurmountable  on  his  part,  has  interfered  to  prevent  him." 

"  Obstacle  ?"  replied  the  Swiss  damsel.  "  Ay,  doubt- 
less^-some  childish  bashfulness — some  foolish  idea  about 
your  birth  being  so  high  above  his  own — some  dream  of 
modesty  pushed  to  extremity,  which  considers  as  impen- 
etraUe  the  ice  of  a  spring  frost.  This  delusion  may  be 
broken  by  a  moment's  encouragement,  and  I  will  take 
the  task  on  myself,  to  spare  your  blushes,  my  dearest 
Anne." 

"  No,  no ;  for  heaven's  sake,  no,  Veilchen  !"  answered 
the  Baroness,  to  whom  Annette  had  s(»  long  been  a  com** 
paniixi  and  confidant,  rather  than  a  domestic.     ^'You 
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tannot  anticipate  the  nature  of  the  obstacles  whicb  naagr 
prevent  his  thinking  on  what  you  are  so  desirous  to  pfo- 
mote..  Hear  me— My  early  education^  and  the  instfuc* 
tions  of  jpy  kind  uncle,  have  taught  me  to  know  some- 
thing  more  of  foreigners  and  their  fashions,  than  I  ev^ 
could  have  learned  in  our  happy  retirement  of  Geier^ 
stein ;  I  am  wellnigh  convinced  that  these  Philipsons  are 
of  ranky  as  they  are  of  manners  and  bearing,  far  superior 
to  the  occupation  which  they  appear  to  hold.  The  &th«* 
er  is  a  man  of  deep  observation,  of  high  thought  and 
pretension,  and  lavish  of  gifts,  far  beyond  what  consists 
with  the  utmost  liberality  of  a  trader." 

^^  That  is  true,"  said  Annette  ;  ''  I  will  say  for  myself, 
that  the  silver  chain  he  gave  me  weighs  igainst  ten  silver 
crowns,  and  the  cross  which  Arthur  addeu  to  it,  the  day 
after  the  long  ride .  we  had  together  up  lowards  Moos 
Pilatre,  is  worth,  they  tell  me,  as  much  more.  There  is 
not  the  like  of  it  in  the  Cantons.  Well,  what  then  2 
They  are  rich,  so  are  you.     So  much  the  better." 

"  Alas !  Annette,  they  are  not  only  rich,  but  noUe.  1 
am.  persuaded  of  this ;  for  I  have  observed  often;  that 
even  the  father  retreated,  with  an  air  of  quiet  and  digni- 
fied contempt,  from  discusssions  with  Donnerhugel  and 
others,  who,  in  our  plain  way,  wished  to  fasten  a  dispute 
upon  him.  And  when  a  rude  observation  or  blunt  plea- 
santry was  pointed  at  the  son,  his  eye  flashed,  his  cheek 
coloured,  and  it  was  only  a  glance  from  his  father  which 
induced  him  to  repress  the  retort  of  no  friendly  character 
which  rose  to  his  lips." 

"You  have  been  a  close  observer,"  said  Annette. 
"  All  this  may  be  true,  but  I  noted  it  not.  But  what 
then,  I  say  once  more  ?  If  Arthur  has  some  fine  noble 
name  in  his  own  country,  are  not  you  yourself  Baroness 
of  Arnheim  ?  And  I  will  frankly  allow  it  as  something  of 
worth,  if  it  smooths  the  way  to  a  match,  where  I  think 
you  must  look  for  happiness — ^1  hope  so,  else  I  am  sure  it 
should  have  no  encouragement  from  rap." 

"  I  do  believe  so,  ray  faithful  Veilchen :  but,  alas ' 
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hem  can  yon,  i»  the  state  of  natural  freedom  in  which 
you  have  been  bred,  know,  or  even  dream,  of  the  Tarioos 
restraints  which  this  gilded  or  golden  chiun  of  rank  and 
nobility  hangs  upon  those  whom  it  fetters  and  encumbers, 
I  fear,  as  much  as  it  decorates  ?  In  every  country,  the 
distinction  of  rank  binds  men  to  certain  duties.  It  may 
carry  with  it  restrictions,  which  may  prevent  alliances  in 
foreign  countries — it  often  may  prevent  them  from  con- 
sulting their  inclinations,  when  they  wed  in  their  own. 
It  leads  to  alliances  in  which  the  heart  is  never  consulted, 
to  treaties  of  marriage,  which  are  often  formed  when  the 
parties  are  in  the  cradle,  or  in  leading  strings,  but  which 
are  not  the  less  binding  on  them  in  honour  and  faith. 
Such  may  exis*  in  the  present  case.  These  alliances  are 
often  blended  and  mixed  up  with  state  policy ;  and  if  the 
interest  of  England,  or  what  he  deems  such,  should  have 
occasioned  the  elder  Philipson  to  form  such  an  engage* 
ment,  Arthur  would  break  his  own  heart — the  heart  of 
any  one  else — rather  than  make  false  his  father's  word." 

"  The  more  shame  to  them  that  formed  such  an  en- 
gagement P'  said  Annette.  "  Well,  they  talk  of  England 
being  a  free  country  ;  but  if  they  can  bar  young  men 
and  women  of  the  natural  privilege  to  call  their  hands  and 
hearts  their  own,  I  would  as  soon  be  a  German  serf. — Well, 
lady,  you  are  wise,  and  I  am  ignorant.  But  what  is  to  be 
done  ?  I  have  brought  this  young  man  here,  expecting, 
God  knows,  a  happier  issue  to  your  meeting.  But  it  is 
clear  you  cannot  marry  him  without  his  asking  you.  Now, 
although  I  confess  that,  if  I  could  think  him  willing  to 
forfeit  the  hand  of  the  fttirest  maid  of  the  Cantons,  either 
from  want  of  manly  courage  to  ask  it,  or  firom  regard  to 
some  ridiculous  engagement,  ibrraed  betwixt  his  father 
and  some  other  nobleman  of  their  island  of  noblemen,  1 
would  not  in  either  case  grudge  him  a  ducking  in  the 
moat ;  yet  it  is  another  question,  whether  we  should  send 
him  down  to  be  murdered  among  those  cut-throats  of  the 
Rhingrave  ;  and  unless  we  do  so,  I  know  not  how  to  get 
rid  of  him.*' 

**  Then  let  the  boy  William  give  attendance  on  him 


Digitized 


by  Google 


▲UNK    or   GlCiEB8T«iN«  M 

ha9f  and  do  you  see  to  his  accommodation.  It  is  best 
we  do  not  meet." 

<*  I  will,"  said  Annette  ;  **  yet  what  am  I  to  say  for 
you  ?     Unhappily,  I  let  him  know  that  you  were  here." 

**  Alas,  imprudent  girl !  Yet  why  should  1  blame  thee,'' 
said  Anne  of  (Seierstein,  **  when  the  imprudence  has  been 
so  great  on  my  own  side.  It  is  myself,  who,  sufiering  my 
imagination  to  rest  too  long  upon  this  young  man  and  his 
merits,  have  led  me  into  this  entanglement.  But  I  will 
show  tliee  that  I  can  oveioome  this  folly,  and  1  will  not 
seek  in  my  own  error  a  cause  ibr  evading  the  duties  of 
hospitality.  Go,  Veilchen,  get  some  refreshment  ready. 
Thou  shalt  sup  with  us,  and  thou  must  not  leave  us. 
Thou  shalt  see  me  behave  as  becomes  both  a  German 
lady  and  a  Swiss  maiden.  Get  me  first  a  candle,  how- 
ever, my  girl,  ibr  I  must  wash  these  tell-tales,  my  eyes^ 
and  arrange  my  dress." 

To  Annette  this  whole  explanation  had  been  one  scene 
of  astonishment,  for,  in  the  simple  ideas  of  love  and  court* 
ship  in  which  she  had  been  brought  up  amid  the  Swiss 
mountains,  she  had  expected  that  the  two  lovers  would 
have  taken  the  first  opportunity  of  the  absence  of  tlieir 
natural  guardians,  and  have  united  themselves  for  ever  ; 
and  she  had  even  arranged  a  little  secondary  plot,  in  which 
she  herself  and  Martin  Sprenger,  her  faithful  bachelor, 
were  to  reside  with  the  young  couple  as  friends  and  de* 
pendents.  Silenced,  therefore,  but  not  satisfied,  by  the 
objections  of  her  young  mistress,  the  zealous  Annette  re« 
treated  murmuring  to  herself, — '^  That  little  hmt  about 
her  dress  is  the  only  natural  and  sensible  word  she  has 
said  in  my  hearing.  Please  God,  I  will  return  and  help 
her  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye.  That  dressing  my  mis- 
tress b  the  only  part  of  a  waiting-lady's  life  that  I  have 
the  least  fancy  tor — ^it  seems  so  natural  for  one  pretty 
maiden  to  set  oflT  another — in  faith  we  are  but  learning  to 
dress  ourselves  at  another  time." 

And  with  this  sage  remark  Annette  Veilchen  tripped 
down  stairs. 


Digitized 


by  Google 


■jomm  or  onsMnnBtR. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

Tell  roe  not  of  k — I  could  ne'er  abide 
The  mummery  of  all  that  forced  civility. 
"  Pray,  seat  yourself,  my  lord.'*    With  cringing  hamf 
The  speech  is  spoken,  and,  with  bended  knee, 
'  Heard  by  the  sm'Aing  coimier. — **  Before  yeu,  sir  f 
It  must  be  on  the  earth  then."    Hang^  i«  all ! 
The  pride  which  cloaks  itself  in  such  poer  fashioB 
Is  scarcely  fit  to  swell  a  beggar's  bosom. 

Old  Play. 

Up  Stairs  and  down  stairs  tripped  Annette  Veifcben, 
the  soul  of  all  that  was  going  on  in  the  only  habitable 
comer  of  the  huge  castle  of  Arnheim.  She  was  equal 
to  every  kind  of  service,  and  therefore  popped  her  head 
m\p  the  stable  to  be  sure  that  William  attended  properly 
to  Arthur's  horse,  looked  into  the  kitchen  to  see  that  tlie 
old  cook,  Marthon,  roasted  the  partridges  in  due  time, 
(an  interference  for  which  she  received  little  thanks,) 
rummaged  out  a  flask  or  two  of  Rhine  wine  from  the  huge 
Dom  Daniel  of  a  cellar,  and,  finally,  just  peeped  into  the 
parlour  to  see  how  Arthur  was  looking  ;  when,  having 
the  satisfaction  to  see  he  had  in  the  best  manner  he  could 
sedulously  arranged  his  person,  she  assured  him  that  he 
should  shortly  see  lier  mistress,  who  was  rather  indisposed, 
yet  could  not  refrain  from  coming  down  to  see  so  valued 
an  acquaintance. 

Arthur  blushed  when  she  spoke  thus,  and  seemed  so 
handsome  in  the  waiting-maid's  eye,  that  she  could  not 
help  saying  to  herself,  as  she  went  to  her  young  lady's 
room, — "  Well,  if  true  love  cannot  manage  to  bring  that 
couple  together,  in  spite  of  all  the  obstacles  that  they 
stand  boggling  at,  I  will  never  believe  that  there  is  such 
a  thing  as  true  love  in  the  world,  let  Martin  Sprenger  say 
what  he  will,  and  swear  to  it  on  the  gospels." 

When  she  reached  the  young  Baroness's  apartment| 
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9be  found,  to  her  surprise,  ibat,  instead  of  haying  put  on 
what  6nery  she  possessed,  that  young  lady's  choice  had 
preferred  the  same  simple  kirtle  which  she  had  worn  dur- 
ing the  first  day  that  Arthur  had  dined  at  Geierstein 
Annette  looked  at  first  puzzled  and  doubtful,  then  suddenly 
recognised  the  good  taste  which  had  dictated  the  attire, 
and  exclaimed, — "  Tou  are  right — ^you  are  right — ^it  is 
best  to  meet  him  as  a  free-hearted  Swiss  maiden/' 

Anne  also  smiled  as  she  replied, — <*  But,  at  the  same 
time,  in  the  walls  of  Amheim,  I  must  appear  in  some 
respect  as  the  daughter  of  my  father. — Here,  girl,  aid 
me  to  put  this  gem  upon  the  riband  which  binds  my  hair." 

It  was  an  aigrette,  or  plume,  composed  of  two  feathers 
of  a  vulture,  fastened  together  by  an  opal,  which  changed 
to  the  changbg  light  with  a  variability  which  enchanted 
the  Swiss  damsel,  who  had  never  seen  any  thing  resem- 
bling i!  in  her  life. 

''  Now,  Baroness  Anne,"  saic  she,  **  if  that  pretty 
thing  be  really  worn  as  a  sign  of  j  our  rank,  it  is  the  only 
thing  belonging  to  your  dignity  t  at  I  should  ever  think 
of  coveting  ;  for  it  doth  shimmer  and  change  colour  after 
a  most  wonderful  fashion,  even»>mething  like  one's  own 
cheek  when  one  is  fluttered." 

'^  Alas,  Annette  !"  said  the  Bironess,  passing  her  hand 
across  her  eyes,  "  of  all  the  gauds  which  the  females  of 
my  house  have  owned,  this  perhaps  hath  been  the  most 
fatal  to  its  possessors."  v_ 

"  And  why  then  wear  it  ?"  said  Annette.  "  Why  wear 
it  now,  of  all  days  in  the  year  ?" 

"  Because  it  best  reminds  me  of  my  duty  to  my  father 
and  family.  And  now,  girl,  look  thou  sit  with  us  at  table, 
and  leave  not  the  apartment ;  and  see  thou  fly  not  to  and 
fro  to  help  thyself  or  others  with  any  thing  on  the  board, 
but  remain  quiet  and  seated  till  William  helps  you  to  what 
you  have  occasion  for." 

"  Well,  that  is  a  gentle  fashion,  which  I  like  well 
enough,"  said  Annette,  "  and  William  serves  us  so  debo- 
nairly, that  it  IS  a  joy  to  see  him  ;  yet,  ever  and  anon,  1 
feel  as  I  were  not  Annette  Veilchen  herself,  but  onl; 
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Annette  Veilcheo*s  picture,  since  I  can  neither  ri9Q,:iii: 
down,  run  about,  or  stand  still,  without  hreakiug  sotna 
rule  of  courtly  breeding.  It  is  not  so,  I  dare  say,  with 
you^  who  are  always  iiHinnerly*" 

'^  Less  courtly  than  thou  seemest  to  think,"  said  the 
bigb-bom  maiden  ;  ^'  but  I  feel  the  restraint  more  on  the 
greensward,  and  under  heaven's  free  air,  than  wlien  1 
undergo  it  closed  within  the  walls  of  an  apartment." 

^^  Ah,  true — the  dancing/'  said  Annette  ;  *'  that  was 
something  to  he  sorry  for  indeed." 

^'  But  roost  a<n  I  sorry,  Annette,  that  I  cannot  tell 
whether  I  act  precisely  right  or  wrong  in  seeing  this  young 
man,  though  it  must  be  for  the^last  time.  Were  ray  fetber 
toarri^^  ?~Were  Ital  Scbreckenwald  to  retiarn" 

^^  Your  father  is  too  deeply  engaged  on  some  of  hia 
dark  and  mystic  errands,"  said  the  flippant  Swiss  ;  "  sailed 
to  the  mountains  of  the  Brockenberg,  where  witches  hoJd 
their  sabbath,  or  gone  on  a  hunting-party  with  the  Wild 
Huntsman." 

"  Fie,  Annette,  how  dare  you  talk  thus  of  my  father  ?" 

"  Why,  I  know  little  of  him  personally,"  said  the  dam- 
9el,  '^  and  you  yourself  do  not  know  'much  more.  And 
how  sliould  that  be  false  which  all  n>en  say  is  true  ?" 

"  Why,  fool,  what  do  they  say  ?" 

"  Why,  that  the  Count  is  a  wizard, — ^that  your  grand- 
mother was  a  willj-of-wisp,  and  old  Ital  Scbreckenwald  a 
bom  devil  incarnate ;  and  there  is  some  truth  in  that, 
whatever  comes  of  the  rest.** 

«  Where  is  he  ?" 

^'  Gone  down  to  spread  the  night  in  the  village,  to  see 
the  Rhingrave's  men  quartered,  and  keep  them  in  sooae 
order^  if  possible ;  for  the  soldiers  are  disappointed  of 
pay  which  they  had  been  promised  ;  and  when  this  hap- 
pens, nothing  resembles  a  Ijanzknecht  except  a  chafed 
bear." 

*^  Go  we  down  th«3,  girl ;  it  is  perhaps  the  last  night 
iwhich  we  may  spend,  for  years,  with  a  certain  degree  of 
jpeedom." 

I  wiU  not  {Mpetend  to  describe  the  marked  embaitaaa^ 
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oieDt  Mrhh  which  Arthur  Pbillpson  and  Anne  of  Geier- 
^dn  met ;  neither  lifted  their  eyes,  neither  spoke  intelli- 
gibly, as  they  greeted  each  other,  aiui  the  maiden  herself 
did  not  blush  more  deeply  than  her  modest  visiter ;  while 
the  good-humoured  Swiss  girl,  whose  ideas  of  love  par« 
took  of  the  freedom  of  a  more  Arcadian  countiy  and  its 
chstoms,  looked  on  with  eyebrows  a  little  arched,  much 
in  wonder,  and  a  little  in  contempt,  at  a  couple,  who,  as 
hhe  might  think,  acted  with  such  unnatural  and  constrained 
I'eserve.  Deep  was  the  reverence  and  the  blush  with 
which  Arthur  offered  his  hand  to  the  young  lady,  and  her 
acceptance  of  the  courtesy  bad  the  same  character  of 
extreme  bashfulness,  agitation,  and  embarrassment.  In 
short,  though  little  or  nothing  intelligible  passed  between 
this  very  handsome  and  interesting  couple,  the  interview 
itself  did  not  on  that  account  lose  any  interest.  Arthur 
handed  the  maiden,  as  was  the  duty  of  a  gallant  of  the 
day,  into  the  next  room,  where  their  repast  was  prepared  ; 
and  Annette,  who  watched  with  singular  attendon  every 
thing  which  occurred,  felt  with  astonishment,  that  the 
forms  and  ceremonies  of  the  liigher  orders  of  society 
had  such  an  influence,  even  over  her  fj^ebom  mind,  as 
the  rites  of  the  Druids  over  that  of  the  Roman  general, 
when  he  said, 

^I  scorn  them,  yet  they  awe  me/' 

"  What  can  have  changed  them?"  said  Annette ; "  when 
at  Geierstein  they  looked  but  like  another  girl  and  baebe* 
lor,  only  that  Anne  is  so  very  handsome  ;  but  now  they 
move  in  time  and  manner  as  if  they  were  leading  a  stately 
pavin,  and  behave  to  each  other  with  as  much  formal 
respect  as  if  he  were  Landanmian  of  the  Unterwalden, 
mid  she  the  first  lady  of  Berne.  'T»  all  very  fine,  doubt- 
Jess,  but  it  is  not  the  way  that  Martin  Sprenger  makes 
love." 

Apparently,  the  drcumstaaoes  in  wUcfa  each  of  tlm 
young  people  were  placed,  recalled  to  them  the  habits  of 
lofty,  and  somewhat  formal  courtesy,  to  which  they  might 
have  been  accustomed  in  former  days ;  and  while  tbm 
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Barooess  felt  it  necessary  to  observe  the  strictest  deco« 
rum,  in  order  to  qualify  the  reception  of  Arthur  into  the 
interior  of  her  retreat,  he,  on  the  other  hand,  endeavoured 
to  show,  by  the  profoundness  of  his  respect,  that  he  was 
incapable  of  misusing  the  kindness  with  which  he  had 
been  treated.  They  placed  themselves  at  table,  scrupu- 
lously observing  the  distance  which  might  become  'a 
<*  virtuous  gentleman  and  maid."  The  youth  William  did 
the  service  of  the  entertainment  with  deftness  and  cour- 
tesy, as  one  well  accustomed  to  such  duty  ;  and  Annette, 
placing  herself  between  them,  and  endeavouring  as  closely 
as  she  could,  to  adhere  to  the  ceremonies  which  she  saw 
them  observe,  made  practice  of  the  civilities  which  were 
expected  from  the  attendant  of  a  baroness.  Various, 
however,  were  the  errors  which  she  committed.  Her 
demeanour  in  general  was  that  of  a  greyhound  in  the  slips, 
ready  to  start  up  every  moment ;  and  she  was  only  with- 
held by  the  recollection  that  she  was  to  ask  for  that  which 
she  had  far  more  mind  to  help  herself  to. 

Other  points  of  etiquette  were  transgressed  in  their 
turn,  after  the  repast  was  over,  and  the  attendant  had  re- 
tired. The  waiting  damsel  often  jingled  too  uncere- 
moniously in  the  conversation,  and  could  not  help  calling 
her  mistress  by  her  Christian  name  of  Anne,  and,  in  de- 
fiance of  all  decorum,  addressed  her,  as  well  as  Philip- 
son,  with  the  pronoun  thou,  which  tlien,  as  well  as  now, 
was  a  dreadful  solecism  in  German  politeness.  Her 
blunders  were  so  far  f<»rtunate,  that  by  furnishing  the 
young  lady  and  Arthur  with  a  topic  foreign  to  the  pecu- 
liarities of  their  own  situation,  they  enabled  them  to 
withdraw  their  attentions  from  its  embarrassments,  and  to 
exchange  smiles  at  poor  Annette's  expense.  She  was  not 
long  of  perceiving  this,  and  half  nettled,  half  availing 
herself  of  the  apology  to  speak  her  mind,  said,  with  con*^ 
^erable  spirit,  "You  have  both  been  very  merry,  forsooth, 
at  my  expense,  and  all  because  I  wished  rather  to  rise  and 
seek  what  I  wanted,  than  wait  till  the  poor  fellow,  who 
was  kept  trotting  between  the  board  and  beau^t,  found 
leisure  to  bring  it  to  me.    You  laugh  at  me  now,  because 
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I  call  you  by  your  namea,  as  they  were  given  to  you  io 
the  blessed  church  at  your  christening ;  and  because  I 
say  to  you  thee  and  rAov,  addressing  my  Juncker  and  mj 
Yungfrau  as  I  would  do  if  I  were  on  my  knees  praying 
to  Heaven.  But  -for  all  your  new  world  fancies,  I  can 
tell  you,  you  are  but  a  couple  of  children,  who  do  not 
know  your  own  minds,  and  are  jesting  away  the  only 
leisure  given  you  to  provide  for  your  own  happiness. 
.  Nay,  frown  not,  jray  sweet  Mistress  Baroness ;  I  have 
looked  at  Mount  Pilatre  too  often,  to  fear  a  gloomy 
brow." 

"  Peace,  Annette,"  said  her  mistress,  "  or  quit  the 
room." 

"  Were  I  not  more  your  friend  than  I  am  my  own,*' 
said  the  headstrong  and  undaunted  Annette,  <^  I  would 
quit  the  room,  and  the  castle  to  boot,  and  leave  you  to 
hold  your  house  here,  with  your  amiable  seneschal,  Ital 
Schreckenwald." 

"  If  not  for  love,  yet  for  shame,  for  charity,  be  silent, 
or  leave  the  room." 

"  Nay,"  said  Annette,  "  my  bolt  is  shot,  and  1  have 
but  hinted  at  what  all  upon  Geierstein  Green  said,  the 
night  when  the  bow  of  Buttisholz  was  bended.  You 
know  what  the  old  saw  says" 

"  Peace  !  peace,  for  Heaven's  sake,  or  1  must  needs 
fly  !"  said  the  young  Baroness. 

"  Nay,  then,"  said  Annette,  considerably  changing  her 
tone,  as  if  afraid  that  her  mistress  should  actually  retire, 
"  if  you  must  fly,  necessity  must  have  its  course.  I  know 
no  one  wlio  can  follow.  This  mistress  of  mine,  Siguier 
Arthur,  would  require  for  her  attendant,  not  a  homely 
girl  of  flesh  and  blood  like  myself,  but  a  waiting  woman 
witli  substance  composed  of  gossamer,  and  breath  supplied 
by  the  spirit  of  aether.  Would  you  believe  it — ^It  is 
seriously  held  by  many,  that  she  partakes  of  the  race  of 
spirits  of  the  elements,  which  makes  her 'so  much  more 
bashful  tijan  maidens  of  this  e very-day  world." 

Anne  of  Geierstein  seemed  rather  glad  to  lead  away 
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the  convenwLtioii  Seam  the  tum  which  k^  waywafd  nmifleft 
bad  givon  to  it,  and  to  turn  it  on  more  indifferent  subjects, 
ibough  these  were  still  personal  to  herself. 

'^  SigDior  Arthur,"  she  saM,  *^  thinks,  perhaps,  he  has 
some  room  to  nourish  some  such  strange  suspicion  as  your 
heedless  folly  expresses,  and  some  fools  believe,  both  in 
Germany  and  Switzerland.  Confess,  Signior  Arthur,  you 
thought  strangely  of  me  when  I  passed  your  guard  upon 
the  bridge  d*  Grafis-lustf,  on  the  night  last  pasu" 

The  recollection  of  the  circumstances  which  had  so 
greatly  surprised  him  at  the  time,  so  startled  Arthur,  that 
it  was  with  some  difficulty  be  commanded  himself,  so  as 
to  attempt  an  answer  at  all ;  and  what  he  did  say  on  th« 
OGCttsion  was  broken  and  unconnected. 

'*  I  did  bear,  I  own — ^that  is,  Rudolpb  Donnerhngel 
repcHted — But  that  I  believed  that  you,  gentle  lady,  wem 
other  than  a  Christian  maiden"     ■   ■ 

^'  Nay,  if  Rudolph  were  the  reporter,"  said  Aanette, 
<«  you  would  hear  the  worst  of  ray  lady  and  her  lineage, 
that  is  certain.  He  is  one  of  those  prudent  persoiiHiges 
who  depreciate  and  find  fault  with  the  goods  be  has 
thoughts  of  purchasing,  in  order  to  deter  other  offerers* 
f  es,  he  told  you  a  fine  goblin  story,  I  warrant  you,  of  my 
lady's  grandmother ;  and  truly,  it  so  happened,  that  the 
circumstances  of  the  case  gave,  I  dare  say,  some  colour 
in  your  eyes  to" 

"  Not  so,  Annette,"  answered  Arthur ;  "  whatever 
might  be  said  of  your  lady  that  sounded  uncouth  and 
strange,  fell  to  the  ground  as' incredible." 

^'  Not  quite  so  much  so,  I  fancy,"  interrupted  Annette, 
without  heeding  sign  or  frown.  "  I  strongly  suspect  I 
3hould  have  had  much  more  trouble  in  dragging  you  hither 
to  this  castle,  had  you  known  you  were  approaching  the 
haunt  of  the  Nymph  of  the  Fire,  the  Salamander,  as  they 
call  her,  not  to  mention  the  shock  of  again  seeing  the 
descendant  of  that  Maiden  of  the  Fiery  Mantle." 

^<  Peace,  once  more,  Annette,"  said  her  mistress ; 
'^  since  Fate  has  occasioned  this  meeting,  let  us  not  neglect 
ihe  opportunitT  to  disabuse  t)ur  English  friend  of  theab- 
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surd  report  he  has  Kstened  to  with  doubt  and  wmder 

perhaps,  but  not  with  absolute  incredulity. 

<<  Signior  Arthur  Philipson,"  she  proceeded, "  it  is  triM 
iiy  grandfather,  by  the  mother's  side,  Baron  Herman  of 
Arnheim,  was  a  man  of  great  knowledge  in  abstruse  8ci« 
ences.  He  was  also  a  presiding  judge  of  a  tribunal  of 
which  you  must  have  heard,  called  the  Holy  Vehme. 
One  night  a  stranger,  closely  pursued  by  the  agents  of 
that  body,  which  (crossing  herself)  it  is  not  safe  even  to 
name,  arrived  at  the  castle  and  craved  his  protection,  and 
the  rights  of  hospitality.  My  grand&ther,  finding  the 
advance  which  the  stranger  had  made  to  the  rank  of 
Adept,  gave  him  bis  protection,  and  became  bail  to  deliver 
him  to  answer  the  charge  against  him,  for  a  year  and  a 
day,  which  delay  he  was,  it  seems,  entitled  to  irequire  on 
his  behalf.  They  studied  together  during  that  term,  and 
pushed  their  researches  into  the  mysteries  of  nature,  as 
far,  in  all  probability,  as  men  have  the  power  of  urging 
them.  When  the  fatal  day  drew  nigh  on  which  the  guest 
must  part  from  bis  host,  he  asked  permission  to  bring  his 
daughter  to  the  castle,  that  they  might  exchange  a  last 
farewell.  She  was  introduced  with  much  secrecy,  and 
after  some  days,  finding  that  her  father's  fate  was  so  un- 
certain, the  Baron,  with  the  sage's  consent,  agreed  to 
give  the  forlorn  maiden  refuge  in  his  castle,  hoping  to 
obtain  from  her  some  additional  information  concerning 
the  languages  and  the  wisdom  of  the  East.  Dannisehe* 
mend,  her  father,  left  this  castle,  to  go  to  render  himself 
up  to  the  Vehme-gericht  at  Fulda.  The  result  is  un- 
known ;  perhaps  he  was  saved  by  the  Baron  Amheim's 
testimony,  perhaps  he  was  given  up  to  the  steel  and  the 
cord.     On  such  matters,  who  dare  speak  ? 

"  The  fair  Persian  became  the  wife  of  her  guardiaR 
and  protector.  Amid  many  excellencies,  she  had  one 
peculiarity  allied  to  imprudence.  She  availed  herself  of 
her  foreign  dhress  and  nianners,  as  well  as  of  a  beauty, 
which  was  said  to  have  been  marvellous,  and  an  agility 
seldom  equalled,  to  impose  upon  and  terrify  the  ignorant 
German  ladies,  who,  hearing  her  speak  Persian  and  Ara- 
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bic,  were  already  disposed  to  consider  her  as  over  closel) 
connected  with  unlawful  arts.  She  was  of  a  fanciful  and 
iaiaginative  disposition,  and  delfgbted  to  place  herself  in 
such  colours  and  circumstances  as  might  confirm  their 
most  ridiculous  suspicions,  which  she  considered  only  as 
matter  of  sport.  There  was  no  end  to  the  stories  to 
which  she  gave  rise.  Her  first  appearance  in  the  castle 
was  said  to  be  highly  picturesque,  and  to  have  inferred 
something  of  the  marvellous.  With  the  levity  of  a  child, 
she  had  some  childish  passions,  and  while  she  encouraged 
the  growth  and  circulation  of  the  most  extraordinary 
legends  amongst  some  of  the  neighbourhood,  she  entered 
into  disputes  with  persons  of  her  own  quality  concerning 
rank  and  precedence,  on  which  the  ladies  of  Westphalia 
have  at  all  times  set  great  store.  This  cost  her  her  life ; 
for,  on  the  morning  of  the  christening  of  my  poor  mother, 
the  Baroness  of  Amheim  died  suddenly,  even  while  a 
splendid  company  was  assembled  in  the  castle  chapd  to 
witness  the  ceremony.  It  was  believed  that  she  died  of 
poison,  administered  by  the  Baroness  Steinfeldt,  with 
whom  she  was  engaged  in  a  bitter  quarrel,  entered  into 
chiefly  on  behalf  of  her  friend  and  companion,  the  Count* 
ess  Waldstetten." 

"  And  the  opal  gem  ? — and  the  sprinkling  with  water  ?" 
said  Arthur  Philipson. 

"  All !"  replied  the  young  Baroness,  "  I  see  you  desire 
to  hear  the  real  truth  of  my  family  history,  of  which  you 
have  yet  learned  only  the  romantic  legend. — The  sprink- 
ling of  water  was  necessarily  had  recourse  to,  on  my 
ancestress's  first  swoon.  As  for  the  opal,  I  have  heard 
that  it  did  indeed  grow  pale,  but  only  because  it  is  said 
to  be  the  nature  of  that  noble  gem,  on  the  approach  of 
poison.  Some  part  of  the  quarrel  with  the  Baroness 
Steinfeldt  was  about  the  right  of  the  Persian  maiden  to 
wear  this  stone,  which  an  ancestor  of  my  family  won  in 
battle  from  the  Soldan  of  Trebizond.  All  these  things 
were  confused  in  popular  tradition,  and  the  real  (acts 
turned  into  a  fairy  tale." 
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'  "  Bat  you  have  said  nothing/'  suggested  Arthur  PhiLp- 
son,  "  on — on" 

"  On  what  ?'*  said  his  hostess. 

"  On  your  appearance  last  night." 

"  Is  it  possible,"  said  she,  "  that  a  man  of  sense,  and 
an  Englishman,  cannot  guess  at  the  explanation  which  1 
have  to  give,  though  not,  perhaps,  very  distinctly  ?  My 
ftither,  you  are  aware,  has  been  a  busy  man  in  a  disturbed 
country,  and  has  incurred  the  hatred  of  many  powerful 
persons.  He  is,  therefore,  obliged  to  move  in  secret,  and 
avoid  unnecessary  observation.  He  was,  besides,  averse 
to  meet  his  brother,  the  Landamman.  I  was  therefore 
told,  on  our  entering  Germany,  that  I  was  to  expect  a 
signal  where  and  when  to  join  him, — ^the  token  was  to  be 
a  small  crucifix  of  bronze,  which  had  belonged  to  my 
poor  mother.  In  my  apartment  at  Graffe-lust  I  found 
the  token,  with  a  note  from  my  father,  makingyne  ac- 
quainted with  a  secret  passage  proper  to  such  places, 
which,  though  it  had  the  appearance  of  being  blocked 
up,  was  in  feet  very  slightly  barricaded.  By  this  I  was 
instructed  to  pass  to  the  gate,  make  my  escape  into  the 
woods,  and  meet  my  father  at  a  place  appointed  there.** 

"  A  wild  and  perilous  adventure,''  said  Arthur. 

"  I  have  never  been  so  much  shocked,"  continued  the 
maiden,  "  as  at  receiving  this  summons,  compelling  me 
to  steal  away  from  my  kind  and  affectionate  uncle,  and 
go  I  knew  not  whither.  Yet  compliance  was  absolutely 
necessary.  The  place  of  meeting  was  plainly  pointed 
out.  A  midnight  walk,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  protec- 
tion, was  to  me  a  trifle  ;  but  the  precaution  of  posting 
sentinels  at  the  gate  might  have  interfered  with  my  pur- 
pose, had  I  not  mentioned  it  to  some  of  my  elder  cousins, 
the  Biedermans,  who  readily  agreed  to  let  me  pass  and 
repass  unquestioned.  But  you  know  my  cousins  ;  hon- 
est and  kind-hearted,  they  are  of  a  rude  way  of  thinking, 
and  as  incapable  of  feeling  a  generous  delicacy  as — some 
other  persons." — (Here  there  was  a  glance  towards  An- 
nette Veilchen.) — «  They  exacted  from  me,  that  I  should 
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coBcesl  myself  and  niy  purpose  from  Sy^fHfaund ;  and 
as  they  are  always  making  sport  with  the  simple  youti^ 
they  insisted  that  1  should  pass  him  in  such  a  manner  as 
might  induce  him  to  helieve  tliat  1  was  a  spiritual  appa- 
rition, and  out  of  his  terrors  for  supematuial  beings,  they 
expected  to  have  much  amusement*  I  was  obliged  to 
secure  their  connivance  at  my  escape  on  their  own  terms ; 
and,  indeed,  I  was  too  much  grieved  at  the  prospect  of 

Quitting  my  kind  uncle,  to  think  much  of  any  thing  else, 
et  my  surprise  was  considerable,  when,  contrary  to  ex 
pectation,  1  found  you  on  the  bridge  as  sentinel,  instead 
of  my  cousin  Sigismund,     Your  own  ideas  I  ask  not  for." 

"  They  were  those  of  a  fool,"  said  Arthur, "  of  a  thrice- 
sodden  fool.  Had  I  been  aught  else,  I  would  have  offisr* 
ed  my  escort.     My  sword" 

<<  I  could  not  have  accepted  your  protection,"  said 
Anne,  ^Imly.  "  My  mission  was  in  every  respect  a  se- 
cret one!  I  met  my  father — some  iiitercours6  had  taken 
place  betwixt  him  and  Rudolph  Dotinerhugel^  which  in- 
duced him  to  alter  his  purpose  of  carrying  me  away  with 
him  last  night.  I  joined  him,  however,  early  this  mom-« 
ing,  while  Annette  acted  for  a  time  my  part  amongst  the 
Swiss  pilgrims.  My  father  desired  that  it  should  not  be 
known  when  or  with  whom  I  left  my  uncle  and  his  es- 
cort. I  need  scarce  remind  you,  that  I  saw  you  in  the 
dungeon." 

"  You  were  the  preserver  of  my  life,"  said  the  youth, 
— "  the  restorer  of  my  liberty." 

'<  Ask  me  not  the  reason  of  my  silence.  I  was  then 
acting  under  the  agency  of  others,  not  under  mine  own. 
Your  escape  was  effected,  in  order  to  establish  a  commu- 
nication betwixt  the  Swiss  without  the  fortress  and  the 
soldiers  within.  After  the  alarm  at  La  Feretce,  I  learned 
from  Sigismund  Biederman  that  a  party  of  banditti  were 
pursuing  your  father  and  you,  with  a  view  to  pillage  and 
robbery.  My  father  had  furnished  me  with  the  metns 
of  changing  Anne  of  Geierstein  into  a  German,  maiden, 
of  quality.  I  set  out  instantly,  and  glad  l  $m  to  h»sm 
gven  you  a  hint  which  might  free  you  from*  dinger." 
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«*  Bat  nty  ftth^r  ?^'  ^d  Arthur. 

•*  I  have  every  reason  to  hope  he  is  well  and  safe,'* 
answered  the  young  htdy.  **  Wore  than  I  were  eager  to 
protect  both  you  and  him — poor  Sigismund  amongst  the 
firsrtl— ^And  now,  my  friend,  these  mysteries  explained,  it 
is  tirine  we  part,  and  for  ever." 

"  Plirt ! — and  for  ever  5"  repeated  the  youth,  in  a  voice 
like  a  dying  echo. 

"  It  is  our  fate,"  said  the  maiden.  "  I  appeal  to  you 
if  it  is  not  your  duty — I  tell  you  it  b  mine.  You  will 
depart  with  early  dawn  to  Strasburg — and — and — we 
never  meet  again." 

With  an  ardour  of  passion  which  he  could  not  repress, 
Arthur  PhiHpson  threw  himself'at  the  feet  of  the  maiden, 
whose  faltering  tone  had  clearly  expressed  that  she  felt 
deeply  in  uttering  the  words.  She  looked  round  for  An- 
nette, but  Annette  had  disappeared  at  this  most  critical 
moment ;  and  her  mistress  for  a  second  or  two  was  not 
perhaps  soiTy  for  her  absence. 

"  Rise,"  she  said,  "  Arthur — rise.  You  must  not 
give  way  to  feelings  that  might  be  fatal  to  yourself 
and  me." 

**  Hear  me,  lady,  before  I  bid  you  adieu,  and  for  evei 
— ^the  word  of  a  criminal  is  heard,  though  he  plead  the 
worst  cause — I  am  a  belted  knight,  and  the  son  and  heir 
of  an  Earl,  whose  name  has  been  spread  throughout 
England  and  France,  and  wherever  valour  has  had  fame." 

*«  Alas  !"  said  she,  faintly,  "  I  have  but  too  long  sus- 
pected what  you  now  tell  me — Rise,  I  pray  you,  rise." 

"  Never  till  you  hear  me,"  said  the  youth,  seizing  one 
of  her  hands,  which  trembled,  but  hardly  could  be  said 
to  struggle  in  his  grasp. — "  Hear  me,"  he  said,  with  the 
enthusiasm  of  6rst  love,  when  the  obstacles  of  bashful- 
ness  and  diffidence  are  surmounted, — "  My  father  and  1 
are — 1  acknowledge  it — Abound  on  a  most  hazardous  and 
doubtful  expedition.  You  will  very  soon  learn  its  issue 
for  good  or  bad.  If  it  succeed,  you  shall  hear  of  me  in 
mj  own  character — ^If  I  (all,  I  must — I  will — I  do  claim 


Digitized 


by  Google 


68.  ANNE   Of   OSIKIWTJBUI.       v 

a  tear  firom  Anne  of  Geierstein.  If  I  escape,  I  bavB  yet 
a  horse,  a  lance,  and  a  sword ;  and  you  shall  hear  nobly 
of  him  whom  you  have  thrice  protected  fixHQ  iminuieDt 

danger." 

*<  Arise — ^arise,"  repeated  the  maiden,  whose  toais  be* 
gan  to  flow  fast,  as,  struggling  to  raise  her  lover,  tliey 
fell  thick  upon  his  head  and  face.  *^  I  have  heard  enough 
— to  listen  to  more  were  indeed  madness,  both  for.  you 
and  myself." 

"  Yet  one  single  word,"  added  the  youth  ;  "  while  Ar- 
thur has  a  heart,  it  beats  for  you — while  Arthur  can  wield 
an  arm,  it  strikes  for  you,  and  in  your  cause." 

Annette  now  rushed  into  the  room. 

"  Away,  away  !"  she  cried — "  Schreckenwald  has  re- 
turned from  the  village  with  some  horrible  tidings,  and  I 
fear  nie  he  comes  this  way." 

Arthur  had  started  to  his  feet  at  the  "first  signal  of 
alarm. 

<Mf  there  is  danger  near  your  lady,  Annette,  there  is 
at  least  one  faithful  friend  by  her  side." 

Armette  looked  anxiously  at  her  mistress. 

**  But  Schreckenwald,"  she  said — "  Schreckenwald, 
your  father's  steward — ^his  confidant. — 0,^hink  better  of 
it-^I  can  hide  Arthur  somewhere." 

The  noble-minded  girl  had  already  resumed  her  com- 
posure, and  replied  with  dignity, — "  I  have  done  noth- 
ing," she  said,  <<  to  offend  my  father.  If  Schreckenwald 
be  my  father's  steward,  he  is  my  vassal.  I  hide  no  guest 
to  conciliate  him.  Sit  down,"  (addressing  Arthur,) 
"  and  let  us  receive  this  man. — Introduce  him  instantly. 
Annette,  and  let  us  hear  his  tidings — ^and  bid  him  re« 
member,  that  when  he  speaks  to  me,  he  addresses  his 
mistress." 

Arthur  resumed  his  seat,  still  more  proud  of  his  choice 
from  the  noble  and  fearless  spirit  displayed  by  one  who 
had  so  lately  shown  herself  sensible  to  the  gentlest  k^U 
iiigs  of  the  female  sex. 

Annette,  assuming  courage  from  her  mistress's  daunt 
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less  demeanoinr,  ckpped  ber  hands  together  as  she  left  the 
room,  saying,  but  in  a  low  voice,  "  I  see  that  after  all  it 
is  something  to  be  a  Baroness,  if  one  can  assert  her  dig- 
nity conformingly.  How  could  1  be  so  much  frightened 
fiur  this  rude  man  !" 


CHAPTER  V. 


-  Affaira  that  walk 


(As  tbey  say  spirits  do)  at  midnight,  have 
lo  them  a  wilder  nature,  than  the  business 
That  seeks  dispatch  by  day. 

Hemy  VIIL    Ad  V. 

The  approach  of  the  steward  was  now  boldly  expect- 
ed by  the  little  party.  Arthur,  flattered  at  once  and 
elevated  by  the  firmness  which  Anne  had  shown  when 
this  person's  arrival  was  announced,  hastily  considered  the 
part  which  he  wa94o  act  in  the  approaching  scene,  and, 
prudently  determined  to  avoid  all  active  and  personal  in- 
terference, till  he  should  observe  from  the  demeanour  of 
Anoe,  that  such  was  likely  to  be  useful  or  agreeable  to 
ber.  He  resumed  his  place,  therefore,  at  a  distant  part 
of  the  board,  on  which  their  meal  had  been  lately  spread, 
and  remained  there,  determined  to  act  in  the  manner 
Anne's  behaviour  should  suggest  as  most  prudent  and  6t* 
ting,-— veiling,  at  the  same  time,  the  most  acute  internal 
anxiety,  by  an  appearance  of  that  deferential  composure, 
which  one  of  inferior  rank  adopts  when  admitted  to  the 
presence  of  a  superior.  Anne,  on  her  part,  seemed  to 
prepare  herself  for  an  interview  of  interest.  An  air  of 
conscious  dignity  succeeded  the  extreme  agitation  which 
rthe  had  so  lately  displayed,  and,  busying  herself  with 
some  articles  of  female  work,  she  also  seemed  to  expect 
with  tranquility  the  visit,  to  which  her  attendant  was  dis  • 
posed  to  attach  so  much  alarm. 
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A  step  was  h^rd  apon  tiie  stair,  hurried  aod  oBequal, 
IS  that  of  some  one  ki  confusion  as  well  as  haste  ;  the 
door  Rew  open,  and  ItftI  Schreckenwald  entered. 

This  person  j  with  whom  the  details  given  to  the  elder 
Philipson  by  tlie  Landamman  Biederman  have  made  the 
reader  in  some  degree  acquainted,  was  a  tall,  well-made, 
soldierly-looking  roan.  His  dress,  like  that  of  persons  of 
rank  at  the  period  in  Germany,  was  more  varied  in  colour, 
more  cut  and  ornamented,  slashed  and  jagged,  than  the 
habit  worn  in  France  and  England.  The  never- failing 
hawk's  feather  decked  his  cap,  secured  with  a  medal  of 
gold,  wftich  served  as  a  clasp.  His  doublet  was  of  buff, 
for  defence,  but  laid  down,  as  it  was  called  in  the  tailors' 
craft,  with  rich  lace  on  each  seam,  and  displaying  on  the 
breast  a  golden  chain,  \he  emblem  of  his  rank  in  the 
Baron's  household.  He.antered  with  rather  a  hasty  step, 
and  busy  and  ofiended  look,  and  said,  somewhat  rudely, 
.i-«*  Why,  how  now,  young  lady — wherefore  this  ? 
Strangers  in  the  castle  at  this  period  of  night !" 

Anne  of  Geierstein,  though  she  had  been  long  absent 
from  her  native  country,  was  not  ignorant  of  its  habits 
and  customs,  and  knew  the  haughty  n>anner  in  which  all 
who  were  noble  exerted  their  authority  over  their  d^ 
pendants. 

"  Are  you  a  vassal  of  Amhetm,  Ital  Schreckenwald, 
and  do  you  speak  to  the  Lady  of  Arnheim  in  her  own 
castle  with  an  elevated  voice,  a  saucy  look,  and  bonneted 
withal  ?  Know  your  place ;  and,  when  you  have  de- 
manded pardon  for  your  insolence,  and  told  your  errand 
in 'Such  terms  as  be6t  your  condtticN)  and  mine,  I  may 
listen  to  what  you  have  to  say." 

Schreckenwald's  hand,  in  spite  of  him,  stole  to  hit 
bonnet,  and  uncovered  his  haughty  brow. 

"  Noble  lady,"  he  said,  in  a  somewhat  milder  tOBB^ 
"  excuse  me  if  my  haste  be  unmannerly,  but  the  akna 
is  instant.  The  soldiery  of  the  Rhingrave  have  muti 
nied,  plucked  down  the  banners  of  their  master,  and  set 
ap  an  independent  ensign,  which  they  call  tKft  pennon  of 
St.  Nicholas,  under  which  tbey  declare  that  they  wiU 
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maintain  peace  wkb  GocI,  and  war  with  alt  the  world. 
This  castle  cannot  escape  them,  when  they  consider  that 
the  first  coui^e  to  maintain  themselves,  must  be  to  take 
possession  of  some  place  of  strength.  You  must  up 
then,  and  ride  with  the  very  peep  of  dawn.  For  the 
present,  they  are  busy  with  the  wine-skins  of  the  peas*- 
ants,  but  when  they  wake  in  the  morning,  they  wiH 
unquestionably  march  hither;  and  you  may  chance  to 
fail  into  the  bands  of  those  who  will  think  of  the  terrors  of 
the  castle  of  Arnheim  as  the  figments  of  a  fairy-tale,  and 
taug!)  at  its  mistress's  pretensions  to  honour  and  respect." 

''  Is  it  impossible  to  make  resistance  ?  The  Castle  is 
strong,"  said  the  young  lady,  "  and  I  am  unwilling  to 
leave  the  house  of  my  fathers  without  attempting  some- 
what in  our  defence.'' 

"  Five  hundred  men,"  said  Schreckenwald,  «'  might 
garrison  Arnheim,  battlement  and  tower.  With  a  less 
number  it  were  madness  to  attempt  to  keep  such  an 
extent  of  walls  ;  and  how  to  get  twenty  soldiers  together. 
I  am  sure  1  know  not. — So,  having  now  the  truth  of  the 
story,  let  me  beseech  you  to  dismiss  this  guest, — too 
young,  I  think,  to  be  the  inmate  of  a  lady's  bower,— 
and  I  will  point  to  him  the  nighest  way  out  of  the  castle  5 
for  this  is  a  strait  in  which  we  must  all  be  contented  with 
looking  to  our  own  safety." 

<<  And  whither  is  it  that  you  propose  to  go  ?''  said  the 
Baroness,  contmuing  to  maintain,  in  respect  to  ttal 
Schreckenwald,  the  complete  and  calm  assertion  of  abso- 
lute superiority,  to  which  the  seneschal  gave  way  with 
such  marks  of  impatience,  as  a  fiery  steed  exhibits  under 
the  management  of  a  complete  cavalier. 

"  To  Strasburg,  I  propose  to  go, — ^that  is,  if  it  so 
please  you, — with  such  slight  escort  as  I  can  get  hastily 
together  by  daybreak.  I  trust  we  may  escape  being 
observed  by  the  mutineers  ;  or,  if  we  fall  in  with  a  party 
of  stragglers,  I  apprehend  but  little  difficulty  in  forcing 
my  way." 

'<  And  wherefore  do  you  prefer  StraAurg  as  a  place  o^ 
Mjrlum  ?" 
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'<  Because  I  trust  we  shall  there  mieet  your  excellen- 
cy's father,  the  noble  Count  Albert  of  Geierstein." 

"  It  is  well,"  said  the  young  lady. — ^^  You  also,  I 
think,  Signior  Philipson,  spoke  of  directing  your  course 
to  Strasburg,  If  it  consist  with  your  convenience,  you 
may  avail  yourself  of  the  protection  of  my  escort  as  far 
as  that  city,  where  you  expect  to  meet  your  father." 

It  will  readily  be  believed,  that  Arthur  cheerfully 
bowed  assent  to  a  proposal  which  was  to.  prolong  their 
remaining  in  society  together.;  and  might  possibly,  as  his 
romantic  imagination  suggested,  afibrd  him  an  opportunity, 
on  a  road  beset  with  dangers,  to  render  some. service  of 
importance. 

Ital  Schreckenwald  attempted  to  remonstrate. 

"  Lady  ! — lady  !" — he  said,  with  some  marks  of  im- 
patience. 

'^  Take  breath  and  leisure,  Schreckenwald,"  said  Anne, 
'^  and  you  will  be  more  able  to  express  yourself  with 
distinctness,  and  with  respectful  propriety." 

The  impatient  vassal  muttered  an  oath  betwixt,  bis 
teetb,  and  answered  with  forced  civility, — "  Permit  me 
to  state,  that  our  case  requires  we  should  charge  our- 
selves with  the  care  of  no  one  but  you.  We  shall  be 
few  enough  for  your  defence,  and  I  cannot  permit  any 
stranger  to  travel  with  us." 

"  If,"  said  Arthur,  "  I  conceived  that  I  was  to  be  a 
useless  encumbrance  on  the  retreat  of  this  noble  young 
lady,  worlds,  Sir  Squire,  would  not  induce  me  to  accept 
her  offer.  But  1  am  neither  child  nor  woman — I  am  a 
full-grown  man,  and  ready  to  show  such  good  service  as 
manhood  may  in  defence  of  your  lady." 

"  If  we  must  not  challenge  your  valour  and  ability, 
young  sir,"  said  Schreckenwald,  "  who  shall  answer  for 
your  fidelity  ?" 

"  To  question  that  elsewhere,"  said  Arthur,  "  might  be 
dangerous." 

But  Anne  interfered  between  them.  "  We  must 
itraight  to  rest,  and  remain  prompt  for  alarm,  perhaps 
even  before  the  hour  of  dawn.     Schreckenwald,  I  trust 


Digitized 


by  Google 


▲iv»i  OF  ociiBSTsm.  Y8 

le  your  care  tar  due  watoh  and  ward.*— You  have  men 
enough  at  least  for  that  purpose.— And  bear  and  mark— « 
It  is  my  desire  and  command,  that  tfau  gentleman  be  ac- 
commodated with  lodgings  here  for  this  night,  tod  that 
he  travel  with  us  to-morrow.  For  this  1  will  be  responsi- 
ble to  my  father^  and  your  part  is  only  to  obey  my  com- 
mands. I  have  long  had  occasion  to  know  both  the 
young  man's  father  and  himself,  who  were  ancient  guests 
of  my  uncle,  the  Landamraan.  On  the  journey  you  will 
keep  the  youth  beside  you,  and  iise  such  courtesy  to  him 
as  your  rugged  temper  will  permit." 

Ital  Schreckenwald  intimated  his  acquiescence  with  a 
look  *of  bitterness,  which  it  w^re  vain  to  attempt  to 
describe.  It  expressed  spite^  mortification,  humbled 
pride,  and  reluctant  submission.  He  did  submit,  how- 
ever, and  ushered  young  Philipson  into  a  decent  apart* 
ment  with  a  bed,  which  the  fatigue  and  agitation  of  the 
preceding  day  rendered  very  acceptable. 

Notwithstanding  the  ardour  with  which  Arthur  expect^ 
ed  the' rise  of  the  next  dawn,  bis  deep  repose,  the  fiuit 
of  fatigue,  held  him  until  the  reddening  of  the  east,  when 
the  voice  of  Schreckenwald  exclaimed,  "  Up,  Sir  Ertg* 
lishman,  if  you%3ean  to  accomplish  your  boast  of  loyal 
service.  It  is  time  we  were  in  the  saddle,  and  we  shall 
tarry  for  no  sluggards." 

Arthur  was  on  the  floor  of  the  apartment,  and  dressed, 
in  almost  an  instant,  not  forgetting  to  put  on  his  shirt  of 
mail,  and  assume  whatever  weapons  seemed  most  fit  to 
render  him  an  efficient  part .  of  the  convoy.  He  next 
hastened  to  seek  out  the  stable,  to  have  his  horse  in  read- 
iness ;  and  descending  for  that  purpose  into  the  under 
story  of  the  lower  mass  of  buildings,  he  was  wandering 
in  search  of  the  way  which  led  to  the  offices,  when  the 
voice  of  Annette  Veilchen  softly  whispered,  "  This  way. 
Signior  Philipson  ;  I  w6uld  speak  with  you." 

I'he  Swiss  maiden,  at  the  same  time,  beckoned  him 
into  a  small  room,  where  he  found  her  alone. 

"  Were  you  not  Surprised,"  she  said,  "  to  see  my  ladj 
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queen  it  so  oTer  Ital  Scbreckenwald,  who  keeps  every 
other  pennon  in  awe  with  his  stern  looks  and  cross  words  ? 
But  the  air  of  command  seems  so  natural  to  her^  that, 
instead  of*  being  a  baroness,  she  might  have  been  an  em- 
press. It  must  have  come  of  birth,  I  think,  after  all,  for 
1  tried  last  night  to  take  state  upon  me,  after  the  fashion 
of  my  mistress,  and,  would  you  think  it,  the  brute 
Schreckenwald  threatened  to  throw  me  out  of  the  win- 
dow ?  But  if  ever  1  see  Martin  Sprenger  again,  I'll  know 
if  there  is  strength  in  a  Swiss  arm,  and  virtue  in  a  Swiss 
quarter-staff. — But  here  I  stand  prating,  and  my  lady 
wishes  to  see  you  for  a  minute  ere  we  take  lo  horse." 

"Your  lady?"  said  Arthur,  starting,  "why  did*  you 
lose  an  instant  ? — ^why  not  tell  me  before  ?" 

"  Because  J  was  only  to  keep  you  here  till  she  came, 
and— -here  she  is." 

Anne  of  Geierstein  entered,  fully  attired  for  her  jour- 
ney. Annette,  always  willing  to  do  as  she  would  wish  to 
be  done  by,  was  about  to  leave  the  apartment,  when  fcer 
mistress,  who  had  apparently  made  up  her  mind  concern- 
ing what  she  had  to  do  or  say,  commanded  her  positively 
to  remain. 

"  I  am  sure,"  she  said,  "  Signior  PhilipSson  will  rightly 
understand  the  feelings  of  hospitality — I  will  say  of 
friendship — which  prevented  my  suffering  him  to  be  expel- 
led from  my  castle  last  night,  and  which  have  determin- 
ed me  this  morning  to  admit  of  his  company  on  the  some- 
what dangerous  road  to  Strasburg.  At  the  gate  of  that 
town  we  part,  I  to  join  my  father,  you  to  place  yourself 
under  the  direction  of  yours.  From  that  moment  inter- 
courje  between  us  ends,  and  our  remembrance  of  each 
other  must  be  as  the  thoughts  which  we  pay  to  friends 
deceased." 

"Tender  recollections,"  said  Arthur,  passionately, 
"  more  dear  to  our  bosoms  than  all  we  have  surviving 
upon  earth." 

"  Not  a  word  in  that  tone,"  answered  the  maiden 
"  With  night  delusion   should  end,  and  reason  awaken 
with  dawning.     One  word  more — Do  not  address  me  on 
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tbe  foad ;  you  may,  by  domg  so,  expoie  oie  to  irexataoiM 
and  insulting  suspiciooy  and  yourself  to  quamb  and  peril 
— -FareweUy  our  party  is  ready  to  take  horse." 

She  left  tbe  apartment,  where  Arthur  remained. for  a 
moment  deeply  bewildered  in  grief  and  (KsappoiDtnueiit 
Tiie  patience,  nay,  even  favour,  with  which  Anoe  of 
Geierstein  had,  on  the  previous  night,  listened  to  his  paa- 
sioD,  had  not  prepared  him  for  tbe  terms  of  reserve  and 
distance  which  she  now  adopted  towards  him.  He  waa 
ignorant  that  noble  maids,  if  feeling  or  passion  has  for  a 
moment  swayed  them  from  the  stnct  path  of  principle 
and  duty,  endeavoured  to  atone  for  it,  by  instantly  re- 
turning,  and  severely  adhering,  to  the  line  from  which 
they  have  made  a  momentary  departure.  He  looked 
mournfully  on  Annette,  who,  as  she  bad  been  in  tbe  room 
before  Anne's  arrival,  took  the  privilege  of  remaining  a 
minute  after  her  departure ;  but  be  read  no  comfort  in 
the  glances  of  tbe  confidant,  who  seemed  as  much  dis- 
concerted as  himself. 

"  I  cannot  imagine  what  hath  happened  to  her,"  said 
Annette  ;  <<  to  me  she  is  kind  as  ever,  but  to  every  other 
person  about  her  she  plays  countess  and  baroness  with  a 
witness  ;  and  now  she  is  begun  to  tyrannize  over  her  own 
natural  feelings-— and — if  this  be  greatness,  Annette 
Veilcben  trusts  always  to  remain  the  penniless  Swiss  girl ; 
she  is  mistress  of  her  own  freedom,  and  at  liberty  to  ' 
speak  with  her  bachelor  when  she  pleases,  so  as  religion 
and  nmiden  modesty  suffer  nothing  in  the  conversation. 
Oh,  a  single  daisy  twisted  with  content  into  one's  hair,  is 
worth  all  tbe  opals  in  India,  if  they  bind  us  to  torment 
ourselves  and  other  people,  or  hinder  us  from  speaking 
our  mind,  when  our  heart  is  upon  our  tongue.  But  never 
fear,  Arthur ;  for  if  she  has  the  cruelty  to  think  of  for- 
getting you,  you  may  rely  on  one  friend  who,  while  she 
has  a  tongue,  and  Anne  has  ears,  will  make  it  impossible 
for  her  to  do  so." 

So  saying,  away  tripped  Annette,  having  first  indicated 
to  Philipson  the  passage  by  which  he  would  find  the 
kwer  court  of  the  castle.     There  his  steed  stood  ready i 
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arttttbg  tAdut  n^^*ii«jr  mb«i«;  T#rfve  of  lli#9^  w«ff 
axiecmti^  wkh  fmr  saddles,  and  froiMl^ts  trf  proof,  l«ek)g 
intended  for  the  use  of  as  many  cavaliers,  of  troeper?, 
UBiamers  <rf  the  famay  of  Amheini,  whom  the  seoeaehal's 
ex«Mk«M  bad  been  able  to  colieet  on  the  spiir  of  th^r 
OGcasioir.  Two  palfreys,  somewhat  distinguished  by  their 
tfapf>ing%  vrere  designed  for  Anne  of  Geierstein  and  [\er 
iarooHte  female  attendant.  The  other  menials,  ehiefi) 
boys  and  women  servants,  had  inferier  horse?.  At  a  sig* 
iial  made,  the  ttxiopers  took  their  lanees  and  stood  by 
thetr  areedd^  til!  the  females  and  mentals  were  moanted 
and  in  (M>der ;  they  then  sprang  into  then*  saddles  and 
begun  to  move  forward,  slowly  and  with  great  precaution. 
Sebt^ekenwald  led  the  van,  and  kept  Arthur  Philipson 
elose  beside  him.  Anne  and  her  attendant  were  in  the 
eentre  of  the  little  body,  fclfowed  by  the  unwarftke  train 
o#  servants,  while  two  or  three  experienced  eavaliers 
bronght  up  the  rear,  with  stiict  orders  to  guard  against 
surprise. 

On  their  bektg  put  into  motk>n,  fl  e  first  thing  \thich 
surprised  Arthur  was,  that  the  horses'  hoofs  no  longer 
sent  forth  the  sharp  and  ringing  sound  arising  from  the 
ocrflision  of  iron  and  flint,  and  as  the  morning  light 
increased,  he  could  perceive,  that  the  fetlock  and  hoof 
of  every  steed,  his  own  included,  had  been  carefully 
wrapped  around  with  a  sufficient  quantity  of  wool,  to 
prevent  the  usual  noise  which  accompanied  their  motions. 
It  was  a  singular  thing  to  behold  the  passage  of  the  little 
body  of  cavalry  down  the  rocky  road  which  led  from  the 
CMstle,  unattended  with  the  noise  which  we  are  disposed 
to  consider  as  inseparable  from  the  motions  of  hoi^e,  the 
absence  of  which  seemed  to  ^ve  a  peculiar  and  almost 
an  unearthly  appearance  to  the  cavalcade. 

They  passed  in  this  manner  the  winding  path  which 
led  frofM  the  castle  of  Arnheim  to  the  adjacent  village, 
which,  as  was  the  Ancient  feudal  custom,  lay  so  near  the 
fortress,  that  its  inhabitants,  when  summoned  by  their 
l<Md,  could  instantly  repair  for  its  defence.  But  it  was  at 
pEOMBt  ooeupied  %  very  ditferent  ishaUtanfs,  the  muti« 
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llous.'SgJdiei9  of  tbe  Rhioj^ve*  When  the  party  from 
Arnheim  approached  the  entrance  of  the  village,  Schrec 
kenwald  made  a  signal  to  halt,  which  was  instantly 
obeyed  by  his  followers.  He  then  rode  forward  in  per- 
son to  reconnoitre,  accompanied  by  Arthur  Philipson^ 
both  moving  with  the  utmost  steadiness  and  precaution. 
The  deepest  silence  prevailed  in  the  deserted  streets. 
Here  and  there  a  soldier  was  seen,  seemitigly  designed 
for  a  septinel,  but  uniformly  fast  asleep. 

'*  The  swinish  mutineers  !''  said  Schreckenwald ;  *  a 
fair  night-watch  they  keep,  and  a  beautiful  morning's 
rouse  would  J  treat  them  with,  were  not  the  point  to 
protect  yonder  peevish  wench. — Halt  thou  here,  stranger, 
while  I  ride  back  and  bring  them  on — there  is  no  danger.'^ 

Schreckenwald  left  Arthur  as  he  spoke,  who,  alone  in 
the  street  of  a  village  filled  with  banditti,  though  they 
vvere  lulled  into  temporary  insensibility,  had  no  reason  to 
consider  his  case  as  very  comfortable.  The  chorus  of  a 
wassel  song,  which  some  reveller  was  trolling  over  in  his 
sleep ;  or,  in  its  turn,  the  growling  of  some  village  cur, 
seemed  the  signal  for  a  hundred  ruffians  to  start  up 
around  him.  But  in  the  space  of  two  or  three  minutes, 
the  noiseless  cavalcade,  headed  by  Ital  Schreckenwald, 
again  joined  him,  and  followed  their  leader,  observing  the 
utmost  precaution  not  to  give  an  alarm.  All  went  well 
till  they  reached  the  farther  end  of  the  village,  where, 
although  the  Baaren-hauter^  who  kept  guard  was  as 
drunk  as  his  companions  on  duty,  a  large  shaggy  dog 
which  lay  beside  him  was  more  vigilant.  As  the  little 
troop  approached,  the  animal  sent  forth  a  ferocious  yell, 
loud  enough  to  have  broken  the  rest  of  the  Seven  Sleep- 
ers, and  which  effectually  dispelled  the  slumbei-s  of  its 
master.  The  soldier  snatched  up  his  carabine  and  fired, 
he  knew  not  well  at  what,  or  for  what  reason.  The 
ball,  however,  struck  Arthur's  horse  under  him,  and,  as 
the  animal  fell,  the  sentinel  rushed  forward  to  kill  or  make 
prisoner  the  rider. 

"  Haste  on,  haste  on,  men  of  Arnheim  !  care  for  noth- 
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ing  but  the  young  lady^s  safety,**  exclaimed  the  leadef 
of  the  band. 

"  Stay,  1  command  you  ; — aid  the  stranger,  on  your 
h'ves  !"— skid  Anne,  in  a  voice  which,  usually  gentle  and 
meek,  she  now  made  heard  by  those  around  her,  like  the 
note  of  a  silver  clarion.    "  I  will  not  stir  till  he  is  rescued.'* 

Schrecken  wald  had  already  spurred  his  horse  for  flight ; 
but,  perceiving  Anne's  reluctance  to  follow  him,  he 
dashed  back,  and  seizing  a  horse,  which,  bridled  and  sad- 
dled, stood  picqueted  near  him,  he  threw  the  reins  to 
Arthur  Philipson ;  and  pushing  his  own  horse,  at  the 
same  time,  betwixt  the  Englishman  and  the  soldier,  he 
forced  the  latter  to  quit  the  hold  he  had  on  his  person. 
In  an  instant  Philipson  was  again  mounted,  when,  seiz- 
ing a  battle-axe  which  hung  at  the  saddle-bow  of  his 
new  steed,  he  struck  down  the  staggering  sentinel,  who 
was  endeavouring  agam  to  seize  upon  him.  The  whole 
troop  then  rode  ofl^  at  a  gallop,  for  the  alarm  began  to 
grow  general  in  the  village ;  some  soldiers  were  seen 
coming  out  of  their  quarters,  and  others  were  beginning 
to  get  upon  horseback.  Before  Schrecken  wald  and  his 
party  had  ridden  a  mile,  lliey  heard  more  than  once  the 
sound  of  bugles  ;  and  when  they  arrived  upon  the  sum- 
mit of  an  eminence  commanding  a  view  of  the  village, 
their  leader,  who,  during  the  retreat,  had  placed  himself 
in  the  rear  of  his  company,  now  halted  to  reconnoitre  the 
enemy  they  had  left  behind  them.  There  was  bustle 
and  confusion  in  the  street,  but  there  did  not  appear  to 
be  any  pursuit ;  so  that  Schrecken  wald  followed  his  route 
down  the  river,  with  speed  and  activity  indeed,  but  with 
so  much  steadiness  at  the  same  time,  as  not  to  distress 
the  slowest  horse  of  his  party. 

When  they  had  ridden  two  hours  and  more,  the  confi- 
dence of  their  leader  was  so  much  augmented,  that  he 
ventured  to  command  a  halt  at  the  edge  of  a  pleasant 
grove,  which  served  to  conceal  their  number,  whilst  both 
riders  and  horses  took  some  refreshment,  for  which  pur- 
pose forage  and  provisions  had  been  borne  along  with 
them.     Ital  Schreckenwald  having  held  some  communi- 
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eation  whh  the  Baroness,  continued  to  offer  their  travel- 
ling companion  a  sort  of  surly  civility.  He  invited  Iiini 
to  partake  of  his  own  mess,  winch  was  indeed  little  dif- 
ferent from  that  which  was  served  out  to  the  other  troop- 
ers, but  was  seasoned  with  a  glass  of  wine  from  a  more 
choice  flask. 

"  To  your  health,  brother,"  he  said  ;  "  if  you  tell  this 
day's  story  truly,  you  will  allow  that  I  was  a  true  com- 
rade to  you  two  hours  since,  in  riding  through  the  village 
of  Amheim." 

"  I  will  never  deny  it,  fair  sir,"  said  Philipson,  "  and  I 
return  you  thanks  for  your  timely  assistance;  alike, 
whether  it  sprang  from  your  mistress's  order,  or  your 
own  good-will." 

"  Ho !  ho  !  my  friend,"  said  Schreckenwald,  laughing, 
**  you  are  a  philosopher,  and  can  try  conclusions  while 
your  horse  lies  rolling  above  you,  and  a  Baaren-hauter 
aims  his  sword  at  your  throat  ? — Well,  since  your  wit 
bath  discovered  so  much,  I  care  not  if  you  know,  that  I 
should  not  have  had  much  scruple  to  sacrifice  twenty 
such  smooth-faced  gentlemen  as  yourself,  rather  than  the 
young  Baroness  of  Amheim  had  incurred  the  slightest 
danger.*' 

"The  propriety  of  the  sentiment,"  said  Philipson,  "is 
so  undoubtedly  correct,  that  I  subscribe  to  it,  even  though 
it  is  something  discourteously  expressed  towards  myself." 

In  making  this  reply,  the  young  man,  provoked  at  the 
insolence  of  Schreckenwald's  manner,  raised  his  voice  a 
little.  The  circumstance  did  not  escape  observation,  for, 
on  the  instant,  Annette  Veilchen  stood  before  tfiem,  with 
her  mistress's  commands  on  them  both  to  speak  in  wliis- 
pers,  or  rather  to  be  altogether  silent. 

"  Say  to  your  mistress  that  I  am  mute,"  said  Philipson. 

"  Our  mistress,  the  Baroness,  says,"  continued  An- 
nette, with  an  emphasis  on  the  title,  to  which  she  bogan 
to  ascribe  some  talismanic  influence, — "  the  Baroness,  I 
tell  you,  says,  that  silence  much  concerns  our  safety,  for 
it  were  most  hazardous  to  draw  upon  this  little  fugitive 
party  the  notice  of  any  passengers  who  may  pass  along 
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tli^  ro^d  during  the  necessary  halt ;  and  so,  airs,  b  is  the 
Paroness's  request  that  you  will  continue  the  exercise  of 
yopr  teeth  as  fast  as  you  can,  and  forbear  that  of  youi 
tongues  till  you  are  in  a  safer  condition." 

"  My  lady  is  wise,"  answered  Ital  Schreckenwald, 
"  and  her  maiden  is  witty.  I  drink,  Mrs.  Annette,  in  ^ 
cup  of  Rudei^heiiner,  to  the  continuance  of  her  sagacity, 
and  of  your  amiable  liveliness  of  disposition.  Will  it 
please  you,  fair  mistress,  to  pledge  n)e  in  tbisgenerowsi 
liquor.?" 

"  Out,  thoq  Gemrn  wine-flask  ! — Out,  thoo  eternal 
swiH-flagQp  ! — Heard  you  ever  of  a  modest  maiden  who 
drank  wine  before  she  had  dined  ?" 

'*  Remain  without  the  generous  inspiration  then,"  said 
the  ISerman,  "  and  nourish  thy  satirical  vein  on  sour 
cider  or  acid  whey."  ^ 

A  short  spac^  having  been  aHowed  to  refresh  them- 
selves, the  little  party  again  mounted  th^ir  horses,  and 
travelled  with  such  speed,  that  long  before  noon  they 
arrived  at  the  strongly  fortified  town  of  l^ebl,  opposite  Xo 
Strasburg,  on  the  eastern  bank  pf  the  Rhip?. 

It  is  for  local  antiquaries  to  discover,  whether  the  trav- 
ellers crossed  from  Kehl  to  Strasburg  by  the  celebrated 
bridge  of  boats  which  at  present  niaintaina  the  comrnuni- 
catipn  across  the  river,  or  whether  they  were  wafted  over 
by  some  other  mode  of  transportation.  It  is  enough 
that  they  passed  in  safety,  and  had  landed  on  the  other 
side,  where-^whether  she  dreaded  that  he  might  forget 
the  charge  she  had  given  him,  tha^  here  they  were  to 
separate,  ojr  whether  she  thought  that  something  more 
might  be  said  in  the  mo^nent  of  parting — the  young  Bar- 
oness, before  remounting  her  horse,  once  more  approached 
Arthur  Philipson,  who  ^oo  truly  guessed  the  tenor  of 
what  she  had  to  say. 

"  Gentle  stranger,"  she  said,  *<  I  must  now  bid  yoi^ 
ferewell.  But  first  let  me  ask  if  you  know  wb^reaboutai 
•ou  are  to  seek  your  father  ?" 

<*  In  an  -i^in  called  the  Flyipg  Stag,"  said  Arthur 
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dejectedly ;  "  but  where  that  is  situated  in   this  laige 
town,  I  know  not." 

<<  Do  you  know  the  place,  Ital  Schreckenwald  ?" 

^^  I,  young  lady  ?-^Nol  1-^1  know  nothing  of  Stras* 
burg  and  its  inns.  I  believe  most  of  our  party  are  as 
ignorant  as  I  am." 

^^  You  and  they  speak  German,  1  suppose,*'  said  the 
Baroness,  dryly,  <'and  can  make  enquiry  more  easily 
than  a  foreigner  ?  Go,  sir,  and  forget  not  that  humanity 
to  the  stranger  is  a  religious  duty." 

With  that  shrug  of  the  shoulders  which  testifies  a  dis- 
pleased messenger,  Ital  went  to  make  some  enquiry,  and, 
in  his  absence,  brief  as  it  was,  Anne  took  an  opportunity  to 
say  apart, — <*  Farewell ! — Farewell !  Accept  this  token 
of  friendship,  and  wear  it  for  my  sake.  May  you  be 
happy !" 

Her  slender  fingers  dropped  Into  his  hand  a  very  small 
parcel.  He  turned  to  thank  her,  but  she  was  already  at 
some  distance  ;  and  Schreckenwald,  who  had  taken  his 
place  by  his  side,  said  in  bis  harsh  voice,  <<  Come,  Sir 
Squire,  I  have  found  out  your  place  of  rendezvous,  and  1 
have  but  little  time  to  play  the  gentleman-usher." 

He  then  rode  on  ;  and  Philipson,  mounted  on  his  miii* 
tary  charger,  followed  him  in  silence  to  the  point  where  m 
large  street  joined,  or  rather  crossed,  that  which  led  fitxn 
the  quay  on  which  they  bad  landed. 

'^  Yonder  swings  the  Flying  Stag,"  said  hat,  pointi»g 
to  an  immense  sign,  which,  mounted  on  a  huge  wooden 
frame,  crossed  almost  the  whole  breadth  of  the  street. 
"  Your  intelligence  can,  I  think,  hardly  abandon  yoit, 
with  such  a  guide-post  in  your  eye." 

So  saying,  he  turned  his  horse  without  further  fere^ 
well,  and  rode  back  to  join  bid  mistress  and  her  attend- 
ants. 

Philipson*s  eyes  rested  on  the  same  groop  fer  a  me« 
ment,  when  he  was  recalled  to  a  sense  of  bis  skuatien  bji 
the  thoughts  of  hfis  fether  ;  and«,  sptirriiig  his  jaded  horse 
down  the  cross  street,  he  reaohed  ^m  bcMMlrie  of  the 
Fly  ing  Sug. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

—»-« I  wm,  I  mast  confess, 
Pair  Albion's  Queen  in  fonner  golden  dajn  } 
But  now  mischance  hath  trode  my  title  down, 
And  with  dishonour  laid  me  in  the  dust, 
Where  I  must  take  like  seat  onto  my  fortune, 
And  to  my  bumble  seat  conform  myself. 

Uettry  IV.  Part  IZL 

The  hostelrie  of  the  Flying  Stag,  in  Strasburg,  was, 
like  every  inn  in  the  empire  at  the  period,  conducted  much 
With  the  same  discourteous  inattention  to  the  wants  and 
accommodation  of  the  guests,  as  that  of  John  Mengs. 
But  the  youth  and  good  looks  of  Arthur  Philipson,  cir- 
cumstances which  seldom  or  never  fail  to  produce  some 
eflect  where  the  fair  are  concerned,  prevailed  upon  a 
short,  plump,  dimpled,-  blue-eyed,  fair-skinned  youngfrau, 
the  daughter  of  the  landlord  of  the  Flying  Stag,  (him- 
self a  fitt  old  man,  pinned  to  the  oaken-chair  in  the 
stubiy)  to  carry  herself  to  the  young  Englishman  with  a 
degree  of  condescension,  which,  in  the  privileged  race  to 
which  she  belonged,  was  little  short  of  degradation.  She 
not  only  put  her  light  buskins  and  her  pretty  ankles  in 
danger  of  being  soiled  by  tripping  across  the  yard  to 
point  out  an  unoccupied  stable,  but,  on  Arthur^s  enquiry 
after  his  father,  condescended  to  recollect,  that  such  a 
guest  as  he  described  had  lodged  in  the  house  last  night, 
and  had  said  he  expected  to  meet  there  a  young  person, 
his  fellow-traveller. 

*^  I  will  send  him  out  to  you,  fair  Sir,!'  said  the  little 
youngfrau  with  a  smile,  which,  if  things  of  the  kind  are 
to  be  valued  by  their  rare  occurrence,  must  have  been 
reckoned  inestimable. 

She  was  as  good  as  her  word.  In  a  few  instants  the 
elder  Philipscni  entered  the  stable,  and  folded  bis  son  b 
bis  arms. 
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"  My  son — ^my  dear  son  !*'  said  the  Englishman,  his 
usual  stoicism  broken  down  and  melted  by  natural  feeling 
and  parental  tenderness, — "  Welcome  to  me  at  all  times 
— ^welcome,  in  a  period  of  doubt  and  danger— 4ind  most 
welcome  of  all,  in  a  moment  which  forms  the  very  crisis 
of  our  fate.  In  a  few  hours  I  shall  know  what  we  may 
expect  from  the  Duke  of  Burgundy. — Hast  thou  the 
^oken  ?" 

Arthur's  hand  first  sought  that  which  was  nearest  to  his 
heart,  both  in  the  literal  and  allegorical  sense,  the  small 
parcel,  namely,  which  Anne  had  given  him  at  parting. 
But  he  recollected  himself  in  the  instant,  and  presented 
to  his  father  the  packet,  which  had  been  so  strangely  lost 
and  recovered  at  La  Ferette. 

*^  It  bath  run  its  own  risk  since  you  saw  it,"  he  ob« 
served  to  his  father,  "  and  so  have  1  mine.  1  received 
hospitality  at  a  castle  last  night,  and  behold  a  body  of 
lanz-kneckts  in  the  neighbourhood  began  in  the  morning 
to  mutiny  for  their  pay.  The  inhabitants  fled  from  the 
castle  to  escape  their  violence,  and,  as  we  passed  their 
leaguer  in  the  grey  of  the  morning,  a  drunken  Baaren- 
hauter  shot  my  poor  horse,  and  1  was  forced,  in  the  way 
of  exchange,. to  take  up  with  his  heavy  Flemish  animal, 
with  its  steel-saddle,  and  its  clumsy  chaffron." 

"  Our  road  is  beset  with  perils,"  said  his  father.  "  I 
too  have  had  my  share,  having  been  in  great  danger  (he 
told  not  its  precise  nature)  at  an  inn,  where  I  rested  last 
night.  But  1  left  it  in  the  morning,  and  proceeded  hither 
in  safety.  I  have  at  length,  however,  obtained  a  safe 
escort  to  conduct  me  to  the  Duke's  camp  near  Dijon  ; 
and  I  trust  tf  have  an  audience  of  him  this  evening. 
Then  if  our  last  hope  should  fail,  we  will  seek  the  sea- 
port of  Marseilles,  hoist  sail  for  Candia  or  for  Rhodes, 
and  spend  our  lives  in  defence  of  Christendom,  since  we 
may  no  longer  fight  for  England." 

Arthur  heard  these  ominous  words  without  reply  ;  but 
they  did  not  the  less  sink  upon  his  heart,  deadly  as  the 
doom  of  the  judge  which  secludes  the  criminal  from  so- 
ciety and  all  its  joys,  and  condemns  him  to  an  eternal 
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prboD-house.  The  bells  from  the  catbedial  began  to 
loll  at  tbis  instant,  and  reminded  the  elder  Pbilipison  of 
tbe  duty  of  bearing  mass,  wbich  was  said  at  all  hours  19 
some  one  or  other  of  tbe  separate  chapek  which  are  con? 
tained  in  that  magnificent  pile.  His  son  foUowed,  on  ao 
intimation  of  his  pleasure. 

In  approaclung  the  access  to  this  syperb  cathedral,  the 
travellers  found  it  obstructed,  as  is  usual  in  Catholic  couo-^ 
tries,  by  tbe  number  of  mendicants  of  both  sexes,  who 
crowded  round  the  entrance  to  give  the  worshippers  an  ' 
opportunity  of  discharging  the  duty  of  alms-giving,  so 
positively  enjoined  as  a  chief  observance  of  their  cbuieb. 
The  Englishmen  extricated  themselves  from  their  impor* 
tunity  by  bestowing,  as  is  usual  on  such  occasioDs,  a  do^ 
oative  of  small  coin  upon  those  who  appeared  most 
needy,  or  most  deserving  of  their  charity.  One  tali 
woman  stood  on  the  steps  close  to  the  door,  and  extended 
her  hand  to  the  elder  Philipson,  who,  struck  with  hef 
appearance,  exchanged  for  a  piece  of  silver  the  qoppef 
Qoins  which  he  had  been  distributing  amongst  others. 

"  A  marvel !"  she  said,  in  the  English  laoguage,  but  io 
a  tone  calculated  only  to  be  heard  by  him  alone,  although 
bis  son  also  caught  the  sound  and  sense  of  what  she  said, 
— *'  Ay,  a  miracle ! — An  Englishman  still  p^sesses  a 
rilver  piece,  and  can  afford  to  bestow  it  on  the  poor !" 

Arthur  was  sensible  that  his  father  started  socnewhal 
at  the  voice  or  words,  which  bore,  even  in  his  ear»  soroe^ 
thing  of  deeper  import  than  the  observation  of  an  ordi- 
nary mendicant.  But  after  a  glance  at  the  female  who 
thus  addressed  him,  his  father  passed  onwaJHls  into  the 
body  of  the  church,  and  was  soon  engaged  in  attending 
to  the  solemn  ceremony  of  the  mass,  as  it  wasr  performed 
by  a  priest  at  the  altar  of  a  chapel,  divided  bm  the  main 
body  of  the  splendid  edifice,  and  dedicated,  as  It  appeared 
from  the  image  over  the  altar»  to  S»inl  George ;  that 
military  Saint,  whose  r^al  history  is  ao  obscure,  though 
his  popular  legend  rendered  him  an  objeot  of  peculiar 
renemtion  during  the  feudal  ages»  Tbe  gearemony  was 
k^gau  and  finished  yikk  all  w^tomaiy  fo|ina«    The  offi- 
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bating  priest,  with  bb  Attendants,  withdrew,  tod  though 
iQme  of  the  "few  worshippers  who  had  assisted  at  tlie 
goleinnity  remained  tellbg  th^if  beads,  and  occupied  witb 
the  performance  of  their  private  devotions,  fiur  the  greater 
pari  left  the  chapel,  lo  visil  other  shrines,  or  to  return  to 
the  prosecution  of  their  secular  af&irs. 

But  Arthur  Philipaon  remarked,  that  whilst  tliey  diop- 
ped  off  one  after  another,  the  tall  woinatt  who  had  re- 
ceived  his  father's  alma  oontimied  to  kneel  near  the  altar ; 
and  he  was  yet  more  surprised  to  see  that  his  father  him- 
self, who,  be  bad  many  reasons  to  know,  was  desivous  to 
spend  in  the  church  no  more  time  than  the  duties  of  de- 
TOtion  absolutely  claimed,  remained  abo  on  fajs  knees, 
with  bb  eyes  resting  oo  the  form  of  the  veiled  devotee, 
(sueb  she  seemed  bom  her  dress,)  as  if  bis  own  motions 
were  to  be  guided  by  hers.  By  no  idea  which  qpcurred 
to  him,  was  Arthur  able  to  fonn  the  least  conjecture  as 
to  his  father's  motives— he  only  knew  that  be  was  engaged 
m  a  critical  and  dangerous  negotiation,  haUe  to  influence 
or  interruption  from  various  quarters  ^  and  that  political 
suspicion  was  so  generally  awake  both  in  France,  Italy, 
and  Flanders,  that  the  niost  impc^ant  agents  were  often 
obliged  to  assume  the  most  impenetrable  disgiiises,  in 
order  to  insinuate  themselves  without  suspicion  into  the 
countries  where  their  services  were  required.  Louis  XI., 
in  particular,  whose  singular  policy  seemed  in  some  degree 
to  give  a  character  to  the  age  in  which  he  lived,  was  well 
known  to  have  disgubed  bis  principal  enuasaries  and  en- 
voys in  the  fictitious  garbs  of  mendicant  monks,  minstrels, 
gipsi^  and  other  privileged  wanderers  of  the  meanest 
description. 

Arthur  concluded,  therefore,  that  it  was  not  impvoba- 
Me  that  this  female  might,  like  themselves,  be  something 
more  than  her  dress  import^ ;  and  be  rescdved  to  ob- 
serve bis  father's  deportment  towards  her,  and  regulate 
his  own  actions  accordingly.  A  bell  at  kst  announced 
that  mass,  upon  a  more  splendid  scale,  was  about  to  be 
(elehrated  before  tjb#  high  akaf  of  the  ealhetkal  itseli 
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and  its  sound  withdrew  from  the  sequestered  chapel  of 
St.  George  the  few  who  had  remained  at  the  shrine  of 
the  military  saint,  excepting  the  father  and  son,  and  the 
female  penitent  who  kneeled  opposite  to  them.  When 
the  last  of  the  worshippers  had  retired,  the  female  arose 
and  advanced  towards  the  elder  Philipson,  who,  folding 
his  Urms  on  his  bosom,  and  stooping  his  head,  in  an  atti- 
tude of  obeisance  which  his  son  had  never  before  seen 
him  assume,  appeared  rather  to  wait  what  she  had  to  say, 
than  to  propose  addressing  her. 

There  was  a  pause.  Four  lamps,  lighted  before  the 
)hrine  of  the  saint,  cast  a  dim  radiance  on  his  armour  and 
3teed,  represented  as  he  was  in  the  act  of  transGxing  with 
bis  lance  the  prostrate  dragon,  whose  outstretched  wings 
and  writhing  neck  were  in  part  touched  by  their  beams. 
The  rest  of  the  chapel  was  dimly  illuminated  by  the 
autumnal  sun,  which  could  scarce  6nd  its  way  through 
the  stained  panes  of  the  small  lanceolated  window,  which 
9Pas  its  only  aperture  to  the  open  air.  The  light  fell 
doubtiiil  and  gloomy,  tinged  with  the  various  hues  through 
which  it  passed,  upon  the  stately,  yet  somewhat  broken 
and  dejected  form  of  the  female,  and  on  those  of  the  melan* 
choly  and  anxious  father,  and  his  son,  who,  with  all  tlie 
eager  interest  of  youth,  suspected  and  anticipated  extra- 
ordinary consequences  from  so  singular  an  interview. 

At  length  the  female  approached  to  the  same  side  of 
the  shrine  with  Arthur  and  his  father,  as  if  to  be  more 
distinctly  heard,  without  being  obliged  to  raise  the  slow 
solemn  voice  in  which  she  had  spoken. 

"  Do  you  here  worship,"  she  said,  **  the  St.  George 
of  Burgundy,  or  the  St.  George  of  merry  England^  the 
6ower  of  chivalry  ?" 

**  I  serve,"  said  Philipson,  folding  his  hands  humUy 
on  his  bosom,  <<  the  saint  to  whom  this  chapel  is  dedi 
eated,  and  the  Deity  with  whom  I  hope  for  bis  holy  in 
tercession,  whether  here  or  in  my  native  country." 

"  Ay — ^you,"  said  the  female,  "  even  you  can  forget— 
fou,  even  you,  who  have  been  numbered  amoiig  the 
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minor  of  knighthood — can  jbrget  that  you  have  worsnip, 
ped  in  the  royal  fane  of  Windsor,  that  you  have  there  bent 
a  gartered  knee,  where  kings  and  princes  kneeled  around 
you— you  can  forget  this,  and  make  your  orisons  at  a 
foreign  shrine,  with  a  heart  undisturbed  with  the  thoughts 
of  what  you  have  been, — spraying,  like  some  poor  peas- 
ant, for  bread  and  life  during  the  day  that  passes  over 
you." 

"  Lady,"  replied  Philipson,  "  in  my  proudest  hours,  I 
was,  before  the  Being  to  whom  I  preferred  my  prayers, 
but  as  a  worm  in  the  dust — In  His  eyes  I  am  now  neither 
less  nor  more,  degraded  as  I  may  be  in  the  opinion  of  my 
fellow-reptiles." 

"  How  canst  thou  think  thus  ?"  said  the  devotee ;  "and 
yet  it  is  well  with  thee  that  thou  canst.  But  what  have 
thy  losses  been  compared  to  mine  !'* 

She  put  her  hand  to  her  brow,  and  seemed  for  a  mo- 
ment overpowered  by  agonizing  recollections. 

Arthur  pressed  to  his  father's  ^side,  and  enquired,  in  a 
tone  of  interest  which  could  not  be  repressed,  "  Father, 
who  is  this  lady  ? — Is  it  my  mother  ?" 

"  No,  my  son,"  answered  Philipson  ; — "  peace,  for 
the  sake  of  all  you  hold  dear  or  holy  !" 

The  singular  female,  however,  heard  both  the  question 
and  answer,  though  expressed  in  a  whisper. 

"  Yes,"  she  said,  "  young  man — ^1  am — ^I  should  say  I 
was — ^your  mother  ;  the  mother,  the  protectress,  of  all 
that  was  noble  in  England — I  am  Margaret  of  Anjou." 

Arthur  sank  on  his  knees  before  the  dauntless  widow 
o(  Henry  the  Sixth,  who  so  long,  and  in  such  desperate 
circumstances,  upheld,  by  unyielding  courage  and  deep 
policy,  the  sinking  cause  of  her  feeble  husband  ;  and  who, 
if  she  oecasionally  abused  victory  by  cruelty  and  revenge, 
had  made  some  atonement  by  the  indomitable  resolution 
with  which  she  had  supported  the  fiercest  storms  of  ad- 
versity. Arthur  had  been  bred  in  devoted  adherence  to 
the  now  dethroned  line  of  Lancaster,  of  which^  his  father 
was  one  of  the  most  distinguished  supporters ;  and  his 
earliest  deeds  of  arms,  which,  though  unfortunate,  were 
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neither  Qb3cure  oor.  jgnoUe^  had  ^n  dow  itt  tlieir  < 
With  ao  eaU^usiasai  belopgWig  to  bis  agf  and  educaticMH 
be  in  the  saioe  instatU  f)uQg  bi»  bonnet  on  ti)«  paveco^t^ 
and  knelt  at  the  feet  of  his  Hi-fated  90vereipi. 

Mar^u-et  threw  back  the  v^il  which  concealed  th<w» 
noble  and  toajestic  Matures,  which  eveii  yet> — ^tbougb. 
rivers  of  tears  had  furrowed  her  cheek,— though  care» 
disappointment,  domestic  grief,  and  humbled  pride,  bad 

Juencbed.  the  fire  of  her  eye,  and  wasted  the  sjp[K>oth 
ignlty  of  her  fixrehead, — even  yet  showed-  the  remains 
of  that  beauty  which  once  was  held  unequalled  in  E^ht 
rope.  The  apathy  with  which  a  aucceasioo  of  misfor* 
tunes  and  disappointed  hopes  had  chilled  the  feelings  of 
the  unfortuna.te  Princess,  was  for  a  moment  melted  by 
the  sight  of  th^  fail;  youth's  enthusiasm.  She  abandoned 
one  hand  to  him,  which  h^  covered  with  tears  and  kisses, 
and  with  the  other  stroked  with  maternal  tenderness  bis 
curled  locks,  as  she  endeavoured  to  raise  him  from  the 
posture  h^  liad  assumed.  His  father,  in  the  meanwhile, 
shut  the  door  of  the  chapel,  and  placed  his  back  against 
it,  withdrawing  himself  thus  from  the  groupi  a&  if  for  th^ 
purpose  pf  preventing  any  stranger  from  entering,  dur- 
ing a  scene  so  extraordinary. 

"  And  thou,  theng,"  said  Margaret,  in  a  yoke  where  fe- 
male tenderness  combated  siFangely  with  her  natural  prid«^ 
of  rankt  and  with  the  caihni  s^toic^  indifference  induced 
by  the  intensity  of  her  personal  misibrtunes  ;  <<  thou,  lair 
youth,  art  the  last  sciQn  of  ^e  noble  stem,  so  ipany  fiur 
boughs  of  which  have  fallen  in  our  hapless  causes  Alas, 
alss^ !  what  can  I  do  for  thee  ?  Margaret  has  not  even  a 
blessing  to  bestow.  So  wayward  is  her  fete,  that  h^r 
benedictions  ar^  curses,  and  she  has  but  to  look  on  you 
a^d  w^  you  w#U,  to  ensure  y^ur  sfieedy  wd  Utter  ruin, 
I — I  have  been  the  £iU;al  poison-rtree,  whose  influeece  baa 
blighted  and  destr4>yed  aU  the  fair  plants  that  aroae  h»n 
side  and  aiound  me,  and  brought  dearth  upon  every  oae^ 
yet  am  myself  unable  tO:  find  it !" 

^'  Noble  and  iroyaJ  mi^tiress,"  said  the  eldier  English 
mauj ''  1^  UQt  youf  prince^,  coura^ei  whick  Im  beffM 
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iach  extremities,  be  dismayed,  now  that  they  are  passed 
over,  and  that  a  chance  at  least  of  happier  times  is  ap« 
preaching  to  you  and  to  England.'' 

"  To  England,  to  ««,  noble  Oxford  !"  said  the  ferlorq 
and  widowed  Queen. — "  If  to-morrow's  sun  could  place 
me  once  more  on  the  throne  of  England,  could  it  give 
back  to  me  what  I  hare  lost  ?  I  speak  not  of  wealth  or 
power — they  are  as  nothing  in  the  balance — ^I  speak  not 
of  the  hosts  of  noble  friends  who  have  fallen  in  defence 
of  me  and  mine — Somersets,  Percys,  Staffords,  Cliflbrds 
-^they  have  found  their  place  in  fame,  in  the  annals  of 
their  country — I  speak  not  of  my  husband,  he  has  ex- 
changed the  state  of  a  suffenng  saint  upon  earth  for  that 
of  a  glori6ed  saint  in  Heaven — But  O,  Oxford  !  my  son 
— ^my  Edward ! — Is  it  possible  for  me  to  Iqik  on  this 
youth,  and  not  remember  that  thy.  countess  and  I  on  the 
same  night  gave  birth  to  two  fair  boys  ?  How  oft  we 
endeavoured  to  prophesy  their  future  fortunes,  and  to 
persuade  ourselves  that  the  same  constellation  which  shone 
on  their  birth,  would  influence  their  succeeding  lif^,  and 
hold  a  friendly  and  equal  bias  till  they  reached  some  des- 
tined goal  of  happiness  and  honour  !  Thy  Arthdr  lives  5 
but,  alas  !  my  Edward,  born  under  the  same  auspices, 
fills  a  bloody  grave  !" 

She  wrapped  her  head  in  her  mantle,  as  if  to  stifle  the 
complaints  and  groans  whicli  maternal  aflfection  poured 
forth  at  these  cruel  recollections.  Philipson,  or  the  exiled 
Earl  of  Oxford  as  we  may  now  term  him,  distinguished 
in  those  changeful  times  by  the  steadiness  with  which  he 
had  always  maintained  his  loyalty  to  the  line  of  Lancas- 
ter, saw  the  imprudence  of  indulging  his  sovereign  in  her 
weakness. 

i^  Royal  mistress,"  he  said,  "  lifers  joomey  is  that  of  9 
brief  winter's  day,  and  its  <^ourse  wiU  run  on,  whether  we 
avail  ourselves  of  its  progress  or  no.  My  sovereign  »,  I 
trust,  too  much  mistress  of  herself  to  suffer  iamentatioa 
for  what  is  passed  to  deprive  her  of  the  power  of  using 
the  praseni  time.  I  |ub  here  in  obedienoe  to  your  ooin» 
8*     vol*.  II. 
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mand  ;  1  am  to  see  Burgundy  forthwith,  and^  if  I  find 
him  pliant  to  the  purpose  to  which  we  would  turn  him^ 
events  may  follow  which  will  change  into  gladness  our 
present  moukning.  But  we  must  use  our  opportunity 
with  speed  as  well  as  zeal.  Let  me  know  then,  madam, 
for  what  reason  your  Majesty  hath  come  hither,  disguised 
and  in  danger  ?  Surely  it  was  not  merely  to  weep  over 
this  young  man  that  the  high-minded  Queen  Margaret 
left  her  father's  court,  disguised  herself  in  mean  attire, 
and  came  from  a  place  of  safety  to  one  of  doubt  at  least, 
if  not  of  danger  ?" 

"  You  mock  me,  Oxford,"  said  the  unfortunate  Queen, 
''  or  you  deceive  yourself,  if  you  think  you  still  serve 
that  Margaret  whose  word  was  never  spoken  without  a 
reason,  a^  whose  slightest  action  was  influenced  by  a 
motive.  Alas !  I  am  np  longer  the  same  firm  and  rational 
being.  The  feverish  character  of  grief,  while  it  makes 
one  place  hateful  to  me,  drives  me  to  another  in  very 
impotence  and  impatience  of  spirit.  My  father's  resi- 
dence, thou  sayst,  is  safe  ;  but  is  it  tolerable  for  such  a 
soul  as  mine  ?  Can  one  who  has  been  deprived  of  the 
noblest  and  richest  kingdom  of  Europe — one  who  has  lost 
hosts  of  noble  friends — one  who  is  a  widowed  consort,  a 
childless  mother — one  upon  whose  head  Heaven  hath 
poured  forth  its  last  vial  of  unmitigated  wrath,— can  she 
stoop  to  be  the  companion  of  a  weak  old  man,  who,  in 
sonnets  and  in  music,  in  mummery  and  folly,  in  harping 
and  rhyming,  finds  a  comfort  for  all  that  poverty  has  that 
is  distressing  ;  and  what  i$  still  worse,  even  a  solace  in  all 
that  is  ridiculous  and  contemptible  ?"  0 

"  Nay,  with  your  leave,  madam,"  said  her  counselloi, 
"  blame  not  the  good  King  Ren6,  because,  persecuted  by 
fortune,  he  has  been  able  to  find  out  for  himself  humbler 
lources  of  solace,  which  your  prouder  spirit  is  disposed 
00  disdain.  A  contention  among  his  minstrels,  has  for 
liim  the  animation  of  a  knightly  combat ;  and  a  crown  of 
flowers,  twined  by  his  troubadours,  and  graced  by  their 
lonnets,  he  accounts  a  valuable  compensation  for  the  dia- 


Digitized 


by  Google 


ANNE    or    GGIERSTEIN.  91 

dems  ol^  Jerusalem,  of  Naples,  and  of  both   Sicilies,  of 
which  he  only  possesses  the  empty  titles.*' 

"  Speak  not  to  me  of  the  pitiable  old  man,"  said  Mar- 
garet ;  "  sunk  below  even  the  hatred  of  his  worst  ene- 
mies, and  never  thought  worthy  of  any  thing  more  than 
contempt.  1  tell  thee,  noble  Oxford,  I  have  been  dHven 
nearly  mad  with  my  forced  residence  at  Aix,  in  the  paltry 
circle  which  he  calls  his  court.  My  ears,  tuned  as  they 
now  are  only  to  sounds  of  affliction,  are  not  so  w.eary  of  the 
eternal  tinkling  of  harps,  and  squeaking  of  rebecks,  and 
snapping  of  castanets  ; — my  eyes  are  not  so  tired  of  the 
beggarly  affectation  of  court  ceremonial,  which  is  only 
respectable  when  it  implies  wealth  and  expresses  power, 
— as  my  very  soul  is  sick  of  the  paltry  ambition  which 
.can  find  pleasure  in  spangles,  tassels,  and  trumpery,  when 
the  reality  of  all  that  is  great  and  noble  hath  passed 
away.  No,  Oxford.  If  I  am  doomed  to  lose  the  last 
cast  which  fickle  fortune  seems  to  offer  me,  I  will  retreat 
into  the  meanest  convent  in  the  Pyrenean  hills,  and  at 
least  escape  the  insult  of  the  idiot  gaiety  of  my  father.— 
Let  him  pass  from  our  memory  as  from  the  page  of  his- 
tory, in  which  his  name  will  never  be  recorded.  1  have 
much  of  more  importance  both  to  hear  and  to  tell. — And 
now,  my  Oxford,  what  news  from  Italy  ?  Will  the  Duke 
of  Milan  aflbrd  us  assistance  with  his  counsels,  or  with 
fii«  treasures  ?" 

"  With  his  counsels  willingly,  madam  ;  but  how  you 
will  relish  them  I  know  not,  since  he  recommends  to  us 
submission  to  our  hapless  fate,  and  resignation  to  the  will 
of  Providence.'* 

"  The  wily  Italian  !  Will  not,  then,  Galeasso  advance 
any  part  of  his  hoards,  or  assist  a  friend,  to  whom  he  hath 
in  his  time  full  often  sworn  faith  ?** 

"  Not  even  the  diamonds  which  I  offered  to  deposit  in 
his  hands,"  answered  the  Earl,  "  could  make  him  unlock 
his  treasury  to  supply  us  with  ducats  for  our  enterprise. 
Yet  he  said,  if  Charles  of  Burgundy  should  think  seriously 
of  an  exertion  in  our  favour,  such  was  his  regard  for  thai 
t;reat  prince,  and  his  deep  sense  of  your  majesty's  mis 
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fortunes,  thai  he  would  consider  what  the  9lale  pfibis  ex 
chequer,  though  much  exhausted,  and  the  condition  of 
his  subjects,  thoiiigh  impoverished  by  taxes  and  talliages^ 
would  permit  him  to  advance  in  your  behtllf*" 

«*  The  double-faced  hypocrite  !"  said  M^irg^ret..  "  If 
the  assistance  of  the  princely  Burgundy  lends  us  a  chance 
of  regaining  what  is  our  own,  then  he  will  give  us  sooie 
paltry  parcel  of  crowns,  that  our  restored  prosperity  may 
forget  his  indifference  to  our  adversity  ! — But  what  of 
Burgundy  ?  I  have  ventured  hither  to  tell  you  what  I 
have  learned,  and  to  hear  report  of  your  proceedings — -a 
trusty  watch  provides  for  the  secrecy  of  our  interview. 
My  impatience  to  see  you  brought  me  hither  in  this  mean 
disguise.  I  have  a  small  retinue  at  a  convent  a  mile 
beyond  the  town- — ^I  have  had  your  arrival  watched  by 
the  faithful  Lambert — and  now  I  come  to  know  your 
hopes  or^  your  fears,  and  to  tell  you  my  own." 

"  Royal  lady,"  said  the  Earl,  '*  I  have  not  seen  the 
Duke.  You  know  bis  temper  to  be  wilful,  sudden, 
haughty,  and  unpersuadable.  If  he  can  adopt  the  calm 
and  sustained  policy  which  the  times  require,  I  Uttle 
doubt  his  obtaining  full  amends  of  Louis,  bis  sworn  enemy, 
and  even  of  Edward,  his  ambitious  brother-in-law.  But 
if  he  continues  to  yield  to  extravagant  Gt9  of  passion, 
with  or  vvitliout  provocation,  he  miay  hurry  into  a  quarrel 
with  the  poor  but  hardy  Helvetians,  and  is  likely  to  engage 
in  a  perilous  contest,  in  which  he  cannot  be  expected  to 
gain  any  thing,  while  he  undergoes  a  cbsmce  of  the  moet 
serious  losses." 

"  Surely,"  replied  the  Queen,  "  he  wJl  not  trust  the 
usurper  Edward,  even  in   the  wry  moment  when  be  is 
giving  the  greatest  proof  of  treachery  to  bis  alliance  ?" 
*         "  In  what  respect,  madam  ?"  rephed  Oxford.     "  The 
^       news  you  allude  to  has  not  reached  me." 

"  How,  my  lord  ?  Am  I  then  the  first  to  tell  you^  that 
Cdward  of  York  has  crossed  the  sea  with  such  an  army, 
as  scarce  even  the  renowned  Henry  V.,  my  £itber-in-law, 
over  transported  from  France  to  Italy  ?" 

"  So  ipuch  I  have  indeed  heard  wa3  expected,"  said 
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Othrd ;  ^  ttiid  I  fiitM^ted  the  « Act  as  fttttl  t6  oitf 

"  Edwatd  is  anited,"  said  Mai^gai^t,  «  and  the  trattof 
9tti  xxsutpet  haifa  sent  defiance  to  Louis  of  France,  and 
demanded  a(  tum  the  cro\«ii  of  that  kingdom  as  his  own 
Hght'^that  crotm  which  vras  placed  on  the  head  of  mjr 
unhappy  hushand,  when  he  was  yet  a  child  in  the  cradle.'* 
•  "  It  is  then  decided — the  English  a*e  in  Frtmce  !*' 
answered  Qxfoi^,  in  a  tone  expressive  of  the  deepest 
anxiety. ^^*  And  whom  brings  Edward  with  him  on  this 
expe^dod  ?" 

**  AU-^«^I1  the  Uttet^M  enemies  6f  6ar  hCMse  Md  cause 
«— The  fd^e,  the  trahorous,  the  dishonoured  George^ 
whom  he  calls  Duke  of  Clarence — the  blood-drhfiker, 
Richard-M^e  Ikentious  Hafting^^^Howard — Stanley — 
in  a  word,  the  leaders  of  all  those  traitors  whom  1  wonM 
not  name,  unless  by  doing  s6  my  curses  cduld  sweep  them 
from  the  fkce  of  the  e^trih/* 

*<  And--I  tremble  to  ask,"  said  the  Earl—"  Dom 
Burgundy  prepare  to  join  them  as  a  brother  of  the  war, 
and  make  common  cause  with  this  Yofkish  host  against 
King  Louis  of  Frartce  ?" 

"  By  my  advices,''  repHed  the  Queen,  "  and  they  are 
both  private  arid  sure,  besides  that  they  are  confirmed  by 
the  bruit  of  common  fame-^Nd,  my  good  Qxibrd,  no !" 

«  For  that  may  the  Saints  be  praised  !"  answered  Ox-* 
ford.  "  Edward  of  York— 1  Will  not  malign  even  an 
enemy— is  a  bold  Und  fearless  leader— But  he  is  neither 
Edward  the  Third,  nor  the  heroic  Black  Prince — ^nor  is 
he  that  fifth  Henry  of  Lancaster,  under  whom  I  tton  my 
spurs,  and  to  whose  lineage  the  thoughts  df  his  glori 
ous  memory  would  have  made  me  faithful,  had  my 
plighted  vows  of  allegiance  ever  permitted  me  to  enter- 
tain a  thought  of  varying,  of  of  defectbri.  Let  Edward 
engage  in  war  \nth  Louis  without  the  aid  of  Burgundy, 
on  which  he  has  reckoned.  Louis  is  indeed  no  hero,  but 
he  is  a  cautious  and  skilful  general,  more  to  be  dreaded, 
perhaps,  in  these  politic  days,  than  if  Charlemagne  couM 
agiin  raise  the  Onflamme,  Sdnrounded  bf  Aolatid  and  aH 
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]fis  pala4iii8«  Louisr  will  not  b^usard  9ac\i  ^eldft  as  tboMi 
of  Cressy,  of  Poictiers,  or  of  Agincourt.  With  a  ttiou* 
sand  lances  from  Hainault,  and  twenty  thousand  crowns 
from  Burgundy,  Edward  shall  risk  the  loss  of  England, 
while  he  is  engaged  in  a  protracted  struggle  for  the  re- 
covery of  Normandy  and  Guienne.  But  what  are  the 
movements  of  Burgundy  ?" 

*^  He  has  menaced  Germany ,"  said  Margaret,  '^  and  his 
troops  are  now  employed  in  overrunning  .Lorraine,  of 
which  he  has  seized  the  principal  towns  and  castles." 

"  Where  is  Ferrand  de  Vaudemont — a  youth,  it  is  said 
of  courage  and  enterprise,  and  claiming  Lorraine  in  right 
of  his  mother,  Yolande  of  Anjou,  the  sister  of  your 
Grace?" 

<<  Fled,"  replied  the  Queen,  "  into  Germany  or  Hel* 
vetia." 

'^  Let  Burgundy  beware  of  him,"  said  the  experienced 
Earl ;  <^  for  should  the  disinherited  youth  obtain  confede* 
rates  in  Germany,  and  allies  among  the  hardy.  Swiss, 
Charles  of  Burgundy  may  find  him  a  far  more  forj;aidabl9 
enemy  than  he  expects.  We  aie  strong  for  the  present, 
only  in  the  Duke's  strength,  and  if  it  is  wasted  in  idle 
and  desultory  efibrts,  our  hopes,  alas !  vanish  with .  his 
power,  even  if  be  should  be  found  to  have  the  decided 
will  to  assist  us.  My  friends  in  England  are  resolute  not 
to  stir  without  men  and  money  from  Burgundy." 

"  It  is  a  fear,"  said  Margaret,  *'  but  not  our  worst  fear* 
I  dread  more  the  policy  of  Loub,  who,  unless  my  espials 
have  grossly  deceived  me,  has  even  already  proposed  a 
secret  peace  to  Edward,  offering  with  large  sums  of  money 
to  purchase  England  to  the  Yorkists,  and  a  truce  of  seven 
years." 

"  It  cannot  be,"  said  Oxford.  "  No  Englishman,  com- 
manding such  an  army  as  Edward,  must  now  lead,  dares 
for  very  shame  to  retire  from  France  without  a  manly 
attempt  to  recover  his  lost  provinces." 

"  Such  would  have  been  the  thoughts  of  a  rightful 
prince,"  said  Margaret,  "  who  left  behind  him  an  obedi- 
ent and  fiiithful  kingdom.   Such  may  not  be  the  thoughts 
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of  this  Edward,  misnamed  Plantagenet,  base  perhaps  in 
mind  as  in  blood,  since  they  say  his  real  father  was  one 
Blackburn,  an  archer  of  Middleham — usurper,  at  least,  if 
not  bastard— -such  will  not  be  his  thoughts.^  Every 
breese  that  blows  from  England  will  bring  with  it  appre- 
hensions of  defection  amongst  those  over  whom  he  has 
usurped  authority.  He  will  not  sleep  in  peace  till  he 
returns  to  England  with  those  cut-throats,  whom  he  relies 
upon  for  the  defence  of  his  stolen  crown.  He  will 
engage  in  no  war  with  Louis,  for  Louis  will  not  hesitate 
to  soothe  his  pride  by  humiliation — ^to  gorge  his  avaiice 
and  pamper  his  voluptuous  prodigality  by  sums  of  gold-** 
and  I  fear  much  we  shall  soon  hear  of  the  English  army 
retiring  from  France  with  the  idle  boast,  that  they  have 
displayed  their  banners  once  more,  for  a  week  or  two,  in 
the  provinces  which  were  formerly  their  own." 

"  It  the  more  becomes  us  to  be  speedy  in  moving 
Burgundy  to  decision,"  replied  Oxford  ;  <<  and  for  that 
purpose  I  post  to  Dijon.  Such  an  army  as  Edward's 
cannot  be  transported  over  the  narrow  seas  in  several 
weeks.  The  probability  is,  that  they  must  winter  in 
France,  even  if  they  should  have  truce  with  King  Louis 
With  a  thousand  Hainault  lances  from  the  eastern  part  of 
Flanders,  I  can  he  soon  in  the  North,  where  we  have 
many  friends,  besides  the  assurance  of  help  from  Scot- 
land. The  faithful  West  will  rise  at  a  signal — «  Clifford 
can  be  found,  though  the  mountain  mists  have  hid  him 
from  Richard's  researches-r-the  Welsh  will  assemble  at 
the  rallying  word  of  Tudor — the  Red  Rose  raises  its 
head  once  more — and  so,  God  save  King  Henry  !" 

"  Alas !"  said  the  Queen — "  But  no  husband — ^no 
friend  of  mine^tbe  son  but  of  my  mother-in-law  by  a 
Welsh  chieftain --cold,  they  say,  and  crafiy— But  be  it  so 
*-ler  me  only  see  Lancaster  triumph,  and  obtain  revenge 
upon  York,  and  I  will  die  contented !" 

"  It  is  then  your  pleasure  that  I  should  make  the  prof- 
fers expressed  by  your  Grace's  former  mandates,  to 
induce  Burgundy  to  stir  himself  in  our  cause  ?     If  he 
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fleams  fto  [Nropo«il  of  a  trade  betniixt  Ffttnce  and  Eng 
land,  it  wHl  sting  sbarper  than  aught  I  can  say;" 

"  Protoise  all,  however/*  said  the  Queen.  "  I  knov 
his  iinnbst  soul-^H  is  set  upon  extending  the  dotniniotte 
of  his  House  in  every  direction.  For  this  he  has  seized 
Gueldres— 4bt  this  he  now  overruns  and  occupies  Lor- 
raine-^for  this  he  covets  such  poor  remnantfer  of  Provence 
as  my  father  still  calls  h\§  own.  With  siifeh  augmented 
territorfts,  he  pwjposes  to  exchange  his  ducal  diadem  for 
an  arched  crown  of  independent  soverelgmy.  T6\t  the 
Diikc;  Margaret  can  assist  bis  views-^teil  him,  that  my 
firther  Ren^  shall  disown  the  opposition  made  to  tfte 
Duke's  seieut^e  of  Lorraine — he  shall  do  more-^he  shall 
declare  ClMirtes  his  heir  m  Provence,  wkh  my  ample 
eonsent-^teil  him,  the  old  matt  shall  cede  his  dominions 
to  him  upon  the  instant  that  his  Hainauiters  embark  for 
England,  some  small  pension  deducted  to  maintain  a  con- 
cert of  fiddlers,  and  a  troop  of  morrice-dancers.  These 
ane  R6n4's  only  earthly  wants.  Mine  are  still  fewer-"-* 
Revenge  upon  York,  and  a  speedy  grave ! — For  thfe  pal- 
try gold  which  we  may  need,  thou  hast  jewels  to  pledge 
-^For  the  other  conditions,  security  if  required." 

"  For  these,  madam,  I  can  pledge  my  knightly  word, 
in  additk>n  to  your  ro^al  faith ;  and  if  more  is  required, 
my  son  shall  be  a  hostage  with  Burgundy." 

"  Ob,  no — ^no !"  exclaimed  the  dethroned  Queen, 
touched  by  perhaps  the  only  tender  feeling,  which  re- 
Ipeated  and  extraordinary  misfortunes  had  not  chilled  into 
insensibility, — *^  Hazard  not  the  life  of  the  noble  youth — 
be  that  is  the  last  of  the  loyal  and  fahhful  House  of  Vere 
— 4ie  that  should  have  been  the  brother  in  arms  of  my  be- 
loved Edwttrd^^he  that  had  so  nearly  been  his  compan- 
ion irt  ii  bloody  ind  untimely  grave  !  Do  not  involve  this 
poor  child  ftl  these  fatal  intrigues,  which  have  been  so 
baneful  to  his  family.  Let  him  go  with  me.  Him  at 
least  I  tvill  shelter  from  danger  whilst  I  live,  and  provide 
fo^  when  I  am  iw  more." 

'«  Forgive  rtie,  madam,"  said  Oxford,  with  the  fiim- 
oess  which  distinguished  him.     ''  My  son,  as  you  deign 
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10  reooUectt  is  a  Do  Vere,  destined,  porbapf » to  be  tli$ 
bf  t  of  \m  Qftiiie.  Fall,  he  ma/i  but  it  muit  not  be  witbou^ 
honour.  To  whatever  daogers  bis  duty  and  allegiaoee 
call  him,  be  it  fron  sword  or  lance,  ase  or  gibbet,  to 
tb9se  he  must  expose  himself  frankly,  when  bis  doing  so 
can  mark  his  allegiaoee.  His  aneestoia  have  sbowo  him 
bow  to  brave  them  alL" 

<<  True,  true,''  exclaimed  the  unfiutunate  Q^een,  rais- 
ing her  ann$  wildly ^-^^^^^  Ail  must  perisli-w^l  that  have 
honoured  Lancaster^^ali  that  have  loved  JMargaret,  or 
whom  she  has  loved  !  The  destruction  must  be  universal 
-*-the  young  niMit  fall  with  the  old-Hiot  a  lamb  ef  tfae 
scattered  flock  shall  eeca^ie !" 

'^  For  God's  sake,  giaeious  madam,"  said  Oxford,  ^>  ocb^ 
pose  yourself  !-p^l  hear  thsfu  knock  on  the  eha{)el  door." 

''  It  is  the  signal  of  partii^;,"  said  the  exiled  Queen, 
edleeting  herself.  <^  I>o  not  fear,  noUe  O&roral,  1  am 
act  often  thus ;  but  how  oeldoni  do  1  see  those  frieeds 
whose  faces  and  voiees  can  disturb  die  composure  of  ray 
despair !  Let  me  tie  this  relic  about  thy  neck,  ^^ood  y<Hittb, 
9md  fear  aot  its  evil  induenee,  iliough  you  receive  it  from 
an  ill-omened  hand.  It  was  my  hudiiapd's,  blessed  by 
many  a  prayer,  and  sanctified  by  many  a  holy  tear  ;  even 
my  unhappy  hands  cannot  pollute  it.  I  should  have 
bound  it  on  my  Edward's  bosom  on  the  dreadful  morning 
of  Tewkesbury  fight ;  but  he  armed  early — ^went  to  the 
field  without  seeing  me,  and  all  my  purpose  was  vain." 

She  passed  a  golden  ctuiin  round  Arthur's  neck  as  she 
spoke,  which  contained  a  small  gold  crucifix  of  rich  but 
barbarous  manufacture..  It  bad  belonged,  aaid  tradition, 
to  Edward  the  Confessor.  The  knock  at  the  door  of  the 
chapel  was  repeated. 

^^  We  must  not  tarry,"  said  Margaret ;  ^Met  us  part 
here — you  for  Dijon,  I  to  Aix,  my  abode  of  unrest  in 
Provence.  Farewell — we.  may  meet  in  a  better  hour-— 
yet  how  can  I  hope  it  ?  Thus  I  said  on  the  morning 
before  the  fight  of  St.  Albans — thus  on  the  dark  dawn- 
ing of  Towton— 'thiM  on  tfae  yet  more  bloody  field  of 
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Tewkesboiy — tnd  v#h«i  wtts  the  event  ?  Tet  hope  is  a 
ptattt  which  cannot  be  rooted  out  of  a  noble  breast,  till 
the  last  heart-string  crack  as  it  is  pulled  away." 

So  saying,  she  passed  through  the  chapel  door,  and 
mingled  in  the  miscellaneous  assemblage  of  personages 
who  worshipped  or  indulged  their  curiosity,  or  couHiiMd 
their  idle  hours  amongst  the  aisles  of  the  cathedral. 

Philipson  and  his  son,  both  deeply  impressed  with  the 
singular  interview  which  had  just  taken  place,  returned  to 
their  inn,  where  they  found  a  pursuivant,  with  the  Duke 
of  Burgundy's  badge  and  livery,  who  mfonned  them, 
that  if  they  were  the  Elnglish  merchants  who  were  car- 
rying wares  of  value  to  the  court  of  the  Duke,  he  bad 
orders  to  aflbrd  them  the  countenance  of  his  escort 
and  inviolable  character.  Under  his  protection  they  set 
out  from  Strasburg  ;  but  such  was  the  uncertainty  of  the 
Duke  of  Burgundy's  motions,  and  such  the  numerous 
obstacles  which  occurred  to  interrupt  their  journey,  in  a 
country  dbturbed  by  the  constant  passage  of  troops  and 
preparation  for  war,  that  it  was  evening  on  the  second 
day  ere  they  reached  the  plain  near  Dijon,  on  which  the 
whole,  or  great  part  of  his  power,  lay  encamped 


CHAPTER  VII. 

Tims  Mod  Uie  Duke— tbui  did  Uie  Doke  infer. 

XSekm^ilL 

The  eyes  of  the  elder  traveller  were  well  accustomed 
10  sights  of  martial  splendour,  yet  even  he  was  dazzled 
with  the  rich  and  glorious  display  of  the  Burgundiao 
camp,  in  which,  near  the  walls  of  Dij<»i,  Charles,  the 
wealthiest  pnnce  in  Europe,  had  displayed  his  own 
extravagance,  and  encouraged  his  followers  to  amilar 
profiision*    The  pavilions  of  the  meanest  officers  were 
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of  silk  and  samite,  while  those:  of  the  nohitty^  and  gif^ 
leaders  glittered  with  cloth  of  silver,  cloth  of.  gold,  v:^ie- 
gated  tapestry,  and  Qther  precious  materials,  which  in  no 
other  situation  would  have  been  employed  as  a  CQ>ver 
from  the  weather,  but  would  themselves  have  been 
thought  worthy  of  the  most  careful  protection;.  The 
horsemen  and  infantry  who  mounted  guard,  were  arrayed 
in  the  richest  and  most  gorgeous  armour.  A  beautiful 
and  very  numerous  train  of  artillery  was  drawn  up  near 
the  entrance  of  the  camp,  and  in  its  commander,  Philip* 
sou,  (to  give  the  Earl  the  travelling  name  to  whioii  our 
readers  are  accustomed,)  recognised  Henry  Colvin,  an 
Englishmaa.  of  inferior  birth,  but  distiaguished  for  his  skill 
in  conducting  these  terrible  engines,  which  had  of  late 
come  into  general  use  in  war.  The  banners  and  pennons 
which  were  displayed  by  every  knight,  baron,  and  pan 
of  rank,  floated  before  their  tents,  and  the  owners  of 
these  transitory  dwellings  sat  at  the  door  half-armed,  and 
enjoyed  the  military  contests  of  the  soldiers,  in  wrestling, 
pitching  the  bar,  and  other  athletic  exercises. 

LcH^  rows  of  the  noblest  horses  were  seen  at  picquet, 
prancing  and  tossing  their  heads,  as  impatient  of  the  in- 
activity to  which  they  were  confined,  or  were  heard  neigh-* 
ing  over  the  provender,  which  was  spread  plentifully 
before  them.  The  soldiers  formed  joyous  groups  around 
the  minstrels  and  strolling  jugglers,  or  were  engaged 
in  drinking  parties  at  the  sutlers'  tents ;  others  strolled 
about  with  folded  arms,  casting  their  eyes  now  and  then 
to  the  sinking  sun,  as  if  desirous  that  the  hour  should 
arrive  which  should  put  an  end  to  a  day  unoccupied,  and 
therefore  tedious. 

At  length  the  travellers  reached,  amidst  the  dazzling 
varieties  of  this  military  display,  the  pavilion  of  the 
Duke  himself,  before  which  floated  heavily  in  the  eve^ 
ning  breeze,  the  broad  and  rich  banner,  in  which  glowed 
the  armorial  bearings  and  quarterings  of  a  prince,  Duke 
of  six  provinces,  and  Count  of  fifteen  counties,  who  was, 
from  his  power,  his  disposition,  and  the  success  which 
teemed  to  attend  his  enterprises,  the  general  dread  of 
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Ikifofie.  The  pumnvsnt  made  trnnscff  known  to  some 
of  the  housefaoM,  and  the  Englishmen  were  Hnmediatelj 
feceived  with  courtesy,  though-  not  such  as  to  draw  atten* 
Hon  upon  them,  and  conveyed  to  a  neighbouring  tent, 
the  residence  of  a  general  cdBcer,  which  they  were  given 
to  understand  was  destined  for  their  aoeommodation,  and 
where  their  paeltages  aceordingly  were  deposited,  and 
refiesrhraehls  offirred  them. 

**  As  the  camp  is  fiHed,"  said  the  domestic  who  waited 
tipon  them,  "  with  soldiers  of  difierent  nations  and  uncer- 
Unn  dispositions,  the  Duke  of  Burgundy,  for  the  safety 
at  your  merchandise,  has  ordered  you  the  protection  of  a 
regular  sentinel.  In  the  meantime,  be  in  readiness  to 
Wait  Oft  his  Highness,  seeing  you  m^y  look  to  be  pres- 
ently sent  fer/* 

•  Accordingly,  the  elder  PfaiKpson  was  shortly  after  sum* 
moned  to  the  Duke^s  presence,  introduced  by  a  back 
entrance  into  the  ducal  pavilion,  and  into  that  part  of  it 
which,  screened  by  close  curtains  and  wooden  Imrricades, 
formed  Charles's  own  separate  apartment.  The  pkiinness 
of  the  Aimiture,  and  the  coarse  apparatus  of  the  Duke's 
toilette,  formed  a  strong  contrast  to  the  appearance  of 
the  extertcn-  of  the  pavilion  ;  for  Charles,  whose  character 
was,  in  that  as  in  other  things,  far  from  consistent,  exhib* 
hed  in  his  own  peicon  daring  war  an  austerity,  or  rather 
coarseness  of  dress,  and  sometimes  of  manners  also, 
which  was  more  like  the  rudeness  of  a  German  lanzk- 
necht,  than  the  bearing  of  a  prince  of  exalted  rank ; 
wMe,  at  the  same  time,  he  encouraged  and  enjoined  a 
great  splendour  of  expense  and  display  amongst  his  vas- 
sals  and  courtiers,  as  if  to  be  rudely  attired,  and  to 
despise  every  restraint,  even  of  ordinary  ceremony,  were 
a  privilege  of  the  sovereign  alone.  Yet  when  it  pleased 
him  to  assume  state  in  person  and  manners,  none  knew 
better  than  Charles  of  Burgundy  how  he  ought  to  adorn 
and  demean  himself. 

Upon  his  tdlette  appeared  brushes  and  combs,  which 
might  have  claimed  dismissal  as  past  the  term  of  service^ 
over*wom  hats  and  doobletB,  dog-leashes,  leather  belts. 
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tod  other  $och  paltiy  vtkdes;  amoogst  which  hy  at 

random,  as  it  seemed,  the  great  diamond  called  Sanci,— - 
the  three  ruhies  termed  the  Three  Brothers  of  Antwerp, 
— another  great  diamond  called  the  Lamp  of  Flanders, 
and  other  precious  stones  of  scarcely  inferior  value  and 
rarity.  This  extraordinary  display  somewhat  resembled 
the  character  of  the  Duke  himself,  who  mixed  cruelty 
with  justice,  magnanimity  with  meanness  of  spirit,  econo* 
my  with  extravaganca»  and  liberality  with  avarice  ;  being, 
in  fact,  consistent  in  nothing  excepting  in  his  obstinate 
determination  to  follow  the  opinion  he  had  once  formed, 
in  every  situation  of  things,  and  through  all  variety  of 
risks. 

In  the  midst  of  the  valueless  and  inestimable  articles 
of  his  wardrobe  and  toilette,  the  Duke  of  Burgundy  called 
out  to  the  English  traveller,  <'  Welcome,  Herr  Philipson 
— welcome  you  of  a  nation  whose  traders  are  princes, 
and  tlieir  merchants  the  mighty  ones  of  the  earth.  What 
new  commodities  have  you  brought  to  gull  us  with  ?  You 
merchants,  by  St.  George,  are  a  wily  generation/'         "^ 

**  Faith,  no  new  merchandise  I,  ray  lord,"  answered 
the  elder  Englishman  ;  '^  I  bring  but  the  commodities 
which  I  showed  your  Highness  the  last  time  I  communis 
cated  with  you,  in  the  hope  of  a  poor  trader,  that  70U1 
Grace  may  find  them  more  acceptable  upon  a  review,  than 
when  you  first  saw  them." 

"  It  is  well,  Sir — Philipville,  I  think  they  call  you  ? — 
you  are  a  simple  trader,  or  you  take  me  for  a  silly  pur^ 
Ihaser,  that  you  think  to  gull  me  with  the  same  wares 
which  I  fancied  not  formerly.  Change  of  fashion,  man — 
novelty — is  the  motto  of  your  commerce  ;  your  Lancas- 
ter wares  have  had  their  day,  and  I  have  bought  of  them 
like  others,  and  was  like  enough  to  have  paid  dear  for 
them  too.     York  is  all  the  vogue  now." 

"  It  may  be  so  among  the  vulgar,"  said  thf  Earl  of 
Oxford  ;  ^'  but  for  souls  like  your  Highness,  faith,  honour, 
and  loyalty,  are  jewels  which  change  of  fitncy,  or  muta 
oility  of  taste,  cannot  put  out  of  fashion." 
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"Why,  it  may  be,  noble  Oxford,**  said  the  Duke, 
'*  that  I  preserve  in  iny  secret  mind  some  veneration  for 
these  old-fashioned  qualities,  else  why  should  I  have  such 
regard  for  your  person,  in  which  they  have  ever  been 
distinguished  ?  But  my  situation  is  painfully  urgent,  and 
should  I  make  a  false  step  at  this  crisis,  I  might  break 
the  purposes  of  my  whole  life.  Observe  me.  Sir  Mer- 
chant, Here  has  come  over  your  old  competitor,  Black- 
burn, whom  some  call  Edward  of  York  and  of  London, 
with  a  commodity  of  bows  and  bills  such  as  never  enter- 
ed France  since  King  Arthur's  time  ;  and  he  offers  to 
enter  into  joint  adventure  with  me,  or,  in  plain  speech,  to 
make  common  cause  with  Burgundy,  till  we  smoke  out 
of  his  earths  the  old  fox  Liouis,  and  nail  his  hide  to  the 
stable-door.  In  a  word,  England  invites  me  to  take  part 
with  him  against  my  most  wily  and  inveterate  enemy, 
the  King  of  France  j  to  rid  myself  of  the  chain  of  vas- 
salage, and  to  ascend  into  the  rank  of  independent  prin- 
ces ; — how  think  you,  noble  Earl,  can  I  forego  this  seducing 
temptation  ?" 

"  You  must  ask  this  of  some  of  your  counsellors  of 
Burgundy,"  said  Oxford  ;  "  it  is  a  question  fraught  too 
deeply  with  ruin  to  my  cause,  for  me  to  give  a  fair  opinion 
on  it." 

"  Nevertheless,**  said  Charles,  "  I  ask  thee  as  an  hon- 
ourable maq,  what  objections  you  see  to  the  course  pro- 
posed to  me  ?     Speak  your  mind,  and  speak  it  freely.*' 

"  My  lord,  I  know  it  is  in  your  Highness's  nature  to 
entertain  no  doubts  of  the  facility  of  executing  any  thing 
which  you  have  once  determined  shall  be  done.  Yet, 
though  this  prince-like  disposition  may  in  some  cases 
prepsg-e  for  its  own  success,  and  has  often  done  so,  there 
are  others,  in  which,  persisting  in  our  purpose,  merely 
because  we  have  once  willed  it,  leads  not  to  success,  but 
to  ruin.  liook,  therefore,  at  this  English  army  ; — winter 
js  approaching,  where  are  they  to  be  lodged?  how  are 
tliey  to  be  victualled  ?  by  whom  are  they  to  be  paid  ? 
Cs  your  Highness  to  take  all  the  expense  aqd  labour  of 
fittng  them  for  the  summer  campaign  ?  for,  rely  on  it,  an 
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English  army  never  was,  nor  will  be,  fit  for  service,  tiH 
they  have  been  out  of  their  own  island  long  enough  to 
accustom  thera  to  military  duty.  They  are  men,  1  grant, 
tbe  fittest  for  soldiers  in  the  world  ;  hut  they  are  not  sol* 
diers  as  yet,  and  must  be  trained  to  become  such  at  your 
Highness's  expense." 

"  Be  it  so,"  said  Charles  ;  «  1  think  the  Low  Coun-^ 
tries  can  find  food  for  the  beef  consuming  knaves  for  a 
few  weeks,  and  villages  for  them  to  lie  in,  and  officers  tc| 
train  their  sturdy  limbs  to  war,  and  provosts-marshals 
enough  to  reduce  their  refractory  spirit  to  discipline." 

"  What  happens  next  ?"  said  Oxford,  "  You  mair^ 
to  Paris,  add  to  Edward's  usurped  power  another  king- 
dom ;  restore  to  him  all  the  possessions  which  Ekigiand 
ever  had  in  France,  Normandy,  Maine,  Anjou,  Gascony, 
and  all  besides — ^Can  you  trust  this  Edward  when  yoa 
shall  have  thus  fostered  his  strength,  and  made  him  far 
stronger  than  this  Louis  whom  you  have  united  to  pull 
Jown?" 

"  By  St.  George,  I  will  not  dissemble  with  you  !  It  is 
ki  that  very  point  that  my  doubts  trouble  me.  Edward 
is  indeed  my  brother-in-law,  but  I  am  a  man  little  inclined 
to  put  my  head  under  my  wife's  girdle," 

"  And  the  times,"  said  Philipson, "  have  too  often 
shown  the  inefiiciency  of  family  alliances,  to  prevent  tbe 
most  gross  breaches  of  faith." 

**  You  say  well.  Earl.  Clarence  betrayed  his  father-* 
in-law ;  Louis  poisoned  his  brother — Domestic  affections, 
pshaw  !  they  sit  warm  enough  by  a  private  man's  fire- 
side, but  they  cannot  come  into  fields  of  battle,  or  princes' 
halls,  where  the  wind  blows  cold.  No,  my  alliance  with 
Edward  by  marriage  were  little  succour  to  me  in  time  of 
need.  I  would  as  soon  ride  an  unbroken  horse,  with  no 
better  bridle  than  a  lady's  garter.  But  what  then  is  the 
result  ?  He  wars  on  Louis  ;  whichever  gains  the  better, 
I,  who  must  be  strengthened  in  their  mutual  weaknosB, 
receive  the  advantage — The  Englishmen  slay  the  FVench 
with  their  cloth-yard  shafts,  and  the  Frenchmen,  by  skir- 
Viishes,  waste,  weaken,  and  destroy  the  English.     With; 
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fffinng  I  Iftke  the  fieM  with  an  armj  sqmrior  to  both,  Bd$ 
tfaeii^  St.  Ge<Nrge  for  Burgundy !" 

<^  Alid  if)  ID  the  meanwhile,  your  Highness  wiU  deiga 
t6  assist,  eVen  in  the  tnost  trifling  degree,  a  cause  the 
■MSt  honourable  that  ever  knight  laid  knee  in  rest  ibr,-^ 
'  a  moderate  sum  of  money,  and  a  small  body  of  Hainault 
lancet,  wh<^  may  gain  both  fame  and  fortune  by  the  ser- 
▼ice>  may  replaee  the  injured  heir  of  Lancaster  in  the 
possession  of  his  native  and  rightful  dominion/' 

^  Ay,  marry.  Sir  Ear),"  said  the  Duke>  '^  you  com« 
roundly  to  thd  pdnt ;  but  we  have  seen,  and  indeed  partly 
ateisled,  at  so  many  turns  betwixt  York  and  Lancaster, 
that  we  have  some  doubt  wfaieh  is  the  side  to  whicb 
lietfveo  has  given  the  right,  and  the  inclinations  of  th^ 
people  the  effectual  power  ^  we  ai"^  surprised  into  abso-* 
kite  giddiness  by  so  many  extraordinary  revolutions  of 
fortune  as  Enghind  has  exhibited." 

^  A  proof,  my  lord^  that  these  miltations  are  not  yet 
ended,  and  that  your  generous  aid  may  give  to  the  better 
nde  an  efieette)  turfe  of  Hdvantttge." 

^  Ahd  lend  my  oousin^  Mirgafei  of  Anjou,  my  arm  to 
dcditoie  rtiy  wife's  brother  ?  Perhaps  he  deserves  ^mall 
good-will  at  my  hailds,  sinee  he  and  bis  insolent  noblea 
have  been  urging  me  with  r^monstratices,  and  even  threats^ 
tn  lay  aside  all  my  oWn  important  affiiirs,  and  join  Ed^ 
ward,  forsooth,  in  his  knight-^errant  expedition  against 
Louis.  I  will  march  against  Louis  at  my  own  time,  and 
not  soorier ;  and,  by  St.  George  !  neither  island  king,  i^or 
islarid  noble,  shall  dictate  to  Charles  of  Burgundy.  You 
jure  fine  conceited  eompanions,  you  Engfish  of  both  sides, 
that  think  the  mattefs  of  your  owri  bedlam  i^and  are  a« 
interesting  to  all  the  werM  as  to  yourselves^  But  neithef 
York  nor  Lancaster;  neither  brother  Blackbam,  nor 
roosin  Margaret  of  Anjou,  not  with  John  d^  Vere  fo  back 
b«r,  shall  gull  me.     Men  lure  no  hawks  with  empty 


Oxford,  familiar  with  the  Duke's  disposition,  suffered 
bkn  to  exhaust  himself  in  chafing^  that  any  one  ShouM 
piretend  to  diotite  bis  eourte  of  oonduet,  and,  when  be 
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I9«s  at  leaflh  iUeot,  rojplied  with  cabaoeiB— <^'  Do  I  Uv« 
to  bear  the  noble  EKike  of  Burguody,  the  mirror  of  Eu- 
ropean chivalry,  say,  that  no  reason  has  bees  shown  to 
him  fi>r  an  adventure  where  a  helpless  queen  is  to  be  re- 
dressed— a  royal  house  raised  irooi  the  dust  ?  Is  there 
not  inunortal  la  and  hcmour— the  trumpet  of  fame  to 
proclaim  the  sovereign,  who,  alone  in  a  degenerate  age, 
has  united  the  duties  of  a  generous  knight  with  those  of 
a  princely  sovereign" 

The  Duke  interrupted  him,  striking  him  at  the  same 
time  on  the  shoulder — *<  And  King  Rene's  five  hundred 
fiddlers  to  tune  tii^  cracked  vidiins  in  my  praise  ?  and 
King  Rene  himself  to  listen  to  them,  and  say,  '  Well 
fought  Duke — well  played  fiddler !'  I  tell  thee,  John 
c^  Oxford,  whea  thou  and  I  wore  maiden  armour,  such 
words  as  fame,  honour,  /of,  knightly  glory,  lady's  love, 
and  so  forth,  were  good  mottos  for  our  snow-white  sUekls, 
and  a  fair  enough  argMment  for  splintering  lances — Ay, 
and  in  tilt-yard,  though  somewhat  old  for  these  fierce  fol- 
lies, I  would  jeopard  my  person  in  such  a  quarrel  yet,  as 
beoomes  a  knight  of  the  order.  But  when  we  come  to 
paying  down  of  crowns,  and  embarking  of  large  squad* 
rons,  we  must  have  to  propose  to  our  subjects  some  sub- 
stantial excuse  for  plunging  them  in  war  ;  some  proposal 
for  the  public  f^ood — or,  by  St.  George  !  for  our  own 
private  advantage,  which  is  the  same  thing.  This  is  the 
course  the  world  runs,  and,  Oxford,  toleU  the  plain  truth, 
I  mean  to  hold  the  same  bias." 

'<  Heaven  forbid  that  I  should  expect  your  Highness 
to  act  otherwise  than  with  a  view  to  your  subjects'  wel- 
fare— the  increase,  that  is,  as  your  Grace  happUy  expresses 
it,  of  your  own  power  and  dominion..  The  money  we 
require  is  not  in  benevolence,  but  in  loan ;  and  Margaret 
is  willing  to  deposit  these  jewels^  of  which  I  think  your 
Grace  knows  the  value,  till  she-shall  repay  the  sum  which 
your  friendship  may  advance  in  her  necessity." 

'<  Ha,  ha  1"  said  the  Duke,  ^'  would  our  coosin  make  m 
pawnbroker  of  us,  and  have  ns  deal  with  her  like  a  Jew- 
ish usurer  with  hb  debtor  ? — Yet,  in  &ith,  Oxford,  we 
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may  need  the  diamonds,  for  if  Ms  burioess  were  adm* 
wise  feasible,  it  is  possible  that  I  myself  must  become  a 
borrower  to  aid  my  cousin's  necessities.  I  have  appKed 
(o  the  states  of  the  Duchy,  who  are  now  sitting,  and  ex- 
pect, as  is  reasonable,  a  large  supply.  But  there  are  rest- 
less heads  and  close  hands  among  them,  and  they  may  bo 
niggardly — So  place  the  jewels  on  the  taUe  in  the  mean- 
while.^— Well,  say  I  am  to  be  no  sufferer  in  purse  by  this 
feat  of  knight-errantry  which  you  propose  to  me,  still  piin- 
ces  enter  not  into  war  without  some  view  of  advantage  ?" 

"  Listen  to  me,  noble  sovereign.  You  are  naturally 
bent  to  unite  the  great  estates  of  your  father,  and  those 
you  have  acqtiired  by  your  own  arms,  into  a  compact  and 
firm  dukedom" 

"  Call  it  kingdom,"  said  Charles  ;  "  it  is  the  worthier 
word." 

"  Into  a  kingdom,  of  which  the  crown  shall  sit  as  fair 
and  even  on  your  Grace's  brow  as  that  of  France  on  your 
present  suzerain,  Louis." 

^*  It  need  not  such  shrewdness  as  yours  to  descry  that 
such  is  my  purpose,"  said  the  Duke ;  "  else,  wherefore 
am  I  here  with  helm  on  my  head,  and  sword  by  my  side  ? 
And  wherefore  are  my  troops  seizing  on  the  Strang  places 
in  Lorraine,  and  chasing  before  them  the  bijggarly  De 
Vaudemont,  who  has  the  insolence  to  claim  it  as  his  in* 
heritance  ?  Yes,  my  friend,  the  aggrandizement  of  Bur- 
gundy is  a  theme  for  which  the  duke  of  that  fair  province 
is  bound  to  fight,  while  he  can  put  foot  in  stiiTup." 

'<  But  think  you  not,"  said  the  English  Earl,  ^*  since 
you  allow  me  to  speak  freely  with  your  Grace,  on  the 
footing  of  old  acquaintanceship,  think  you  not  that  in  this 
chart  of  your  dominions,  otherwise  so  feirly  bounded, 
there  is  something  on  the  southern  frontier  which  might 
6e  arranged  more  advantageously  for  a  King  of  Bur- 
gundy ?" 

"  1  cannot  guess  whither  you  would  lead  me,"  said  the 
Duke,  looking  at  a  map  of  the  Duchy  and  his  other  poei- 
sessions,  to  wh*  n  the  Englishman  had  pointed  his  atten- 
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jon,  and  then  turning  his  broad  keen  eye  upon  the  fiice 
of  the  banished  EarK 

"  I  would  say,"  replied  the  latter,  <<  that,  to  so  power- 
ful a  prince  as  your  Grace,  there  is  no  safe  neighbour 
but  the  sea.  Here  is  Provence,  which  interferes  betwixt 
you  and  the  Mediterranean  ;  Provence,  with  its  princely 
harbours,  and  fertile  corn-fields  and  vineyards.  Were  it 
not  well  to  include  it  in  your  map  of  sovereignty,  and 
thus  touch  the  middle  sea  with  one  hand,  while  the  other 
rested  on  the  sea-coast  of  Flanders  ?" 

"  Provence,  said  you  ?" — replied  the  Duke,  eagerly ; 
"  why,  man,  my  very  dreyns  are  of  Provence.  I  cannot 
smell  an  orange  but  it  reminds  me  of  its  perfumed  woods 
and  bowers,  its  olives,  citrons,  and  pomegranates.  But 
bow  to  frame  pretensions  to  it  ?  Shame  it  were  to  dis- 
turb Ren£,  the  harmless  old  man,  nor  would  it  become  a 
near  relation.  Then  he  is  the  uncle  of  Louis;  and 
most  probably,  failing  his  daughter  Margaret,  or  perhaps 
in  preference  to  her,  he  hath  named  the  French  King  his 
heir." 

"  A  better  claim  might  be  raised  up  in  your  Grace's 
own  person,"  said  the  Eari  of  Oxford,  '<  if  you  will  afford 
Margaret  of  Anjou  the  succour  she  requires  by  me." 

<*  Take  the  aid  thou  requirest,"  replied  the  Duke ; 
**  take  double  the  amount  of  it  in  men  and  money  !  I^t 
me  but  have  a  claim  upon  Provence,  though  thin  as  a 
single  thread  of  thy  Queen  Margaret's  hair,  and  let  me 
tlone^or  twisting  it  into  the  tough  texture  of  a  quadruple 
cable. — But  I  am  a  fool  to  listen  to  the  dreams  of  one,' 
who,  ruined  himself,  can  lose  little  by  holding  forth  to 
others  the  most  extravagant  hopes." 

Charles  breathed  high,  and  changed  complexion  as  he 
spoke. 

<<  I  am  not  such  a  person,  my  Lord  Duke,"  said  the 
Earl.  "  Listen  to  me— Reni  is  broken  with  years,  fond 
of  repose,  and  too  poor  to  'maintain  his  rank  with  the 
necessary  dignity  ;  too  good-natured,  or  too  feeble-mind* 
fMl,  to  lay  fiirther  imposts  on  his  subjects  ;  weary  of  con- 
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leoduig  with  Oftd  Ibrtuney  and  desirous  to  rariga  im  imri- 
tories" 

^^  His  territories  !''  smd  Charles* 

^'  Yes,  all  be  actually  possesses }  and  the  fnucb  luork 
extensive  dominions  which  he  lias  clann  to,  bui  whieh 
have  passed  from  his  sway." 

^^  You  take  away  my  breath  i"  said  the  Duke*  ^^  Reii^ 
temgja  Provence !  and  what  says  Margaret«-*tbe  proud, 
the  high-minded  Margaret--**will  she  subseribe  to  so  bu* 
miliating  a  proceeding  ?" 

'^  For  the  chance  of  seeiog  Lancaster  triumph  in  Eng* 
hnd,  she  would  resign^  not  oi^y  dominion,  but  bfe  itself* 
And  in  truth,  the  saerifiee  i^  less  than  it  may  seem  to  be* 
It  ils  certdn  that,  when  Rene  dies,  the  King  of  France 
will  claim  the  qM  man's  county  of  Provence  as  a  inal^ 
fief,  and  there  is  oaoee  strong  encMi^  to  back  MaqgaretV 
daim  of  inheritance^  however  just  it  may  be/' 

'« It  is  just>''  said  Ciiarles  |  ^«  it  is  uttdeniable  I  I  wtU 
Bol  hear  of  its  being  denied  or  challenged-^that  is,  when 
once  it  is  established  in  our  own  person.  It  is  the  true 
prineipie  of  the  war  for  the  pubfic  good>  that  wwe  of  the 
great  fiefe  be  sufiered  to  revert  again  to  the  crown  of 
France^  least  of  aU  while  it  stands  <hi  a  brow  so  astucioos 
and  imprkicipled  as  that  of  Louis^  Burgundy  joined  to 
JProvebce — a  dominion  from  the  German  Ocean  to  the 
MeditenaBiBan  !     Osfovd— -thou  art  my  better  angel !" 

^^Yotir  Cvrace  iliust,  hdWevw,  reflect^''  said  Oxford^ 
"  that  honowraMe  provision  must  be  made  fer^  Kiag 
Ren*/' 

*^  Certainly,  man,  Certainly  ;  he  sbaH  have  a  seore  of 
fiddlers  and  jugglers  to  phy^  roar,  and  recite  to  him  bom 
morni^  till  flight.  Ho  shall  have  a  doort  of  Trotiba- 
dours,  who  shdl  do  nothing  but  drink,  flute,  and  fiddle  to 
hitn,  and  prohMilince  atresU  of  leve^  to  be  confinned  or  re- 
Vofsed  hy  an  appeal  to  himself,  the  supreme  R^i  cT^nmvn 
And  M«*g*ret  shall  abo  be  ^honourably  sustained,  in  the 
^bmncT  you  may  point  ont." 

''  That  will  be  elisity  settled,''  aasweivd  tke  Engliah 
Earl.     "  If  our  attempts  on  I^gland  succeed,  she  will 
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iie#d  fio  aid  fitim  Biu^prndy.  If  she  Uts,  she  retires  into 
a  cloister,  and  it  will  tot  be  long  that  she  will  need  the 
Itoooumble  aiaioteiiaiiGe  whieb,  1  am  Aire,  your  Grace's 
generosity  will  willingly  assign  her.'* 

'<  Un(|iie8tionably/'  aaswered  Charles ;  '<  and  on  a 
sxmle  whioh  will  become  us  both ; — but,  by  iny  halidonie. 
John  of  Vere,  the  abbess  into  whose  cloister  Margacei 
of  Aiyou  sball  retire,  will  have  an  ungovernable  penitent 
under  her  cbargt.  Well  do  I  know  her ;  and,  Sir  Earl, 
I  wiU  not  clog  oor  discourse  by  expressing  any  doubts, 
that,  if  she  pleases,  she  can  compel  her  father  to  resign 
bis  estates  t6'  whomsoever  she  will.  She  is  like  my  bracl^, 
Goigon,  who  compels  whatsoever  hound  is  coupled  with 
ber  to  go  die  way  she  chooses,  or  she  stran^es  him  if  bn 
resists.  So  has  Margaret  acted  with  her  simple-mindt«l 
husband,  and  I  am  aware  that  her  &^r,  a  fool  of  a 
different  cast,  must  of.  necessity  be  equally  tractable*  1 
think  /could  have  matched  her, — though  my  very  neck 
aches  at  the  thought  of  the  struggles  we  should  have  had  fcr 
mastery* — ^But  you  look  grave,  because  1  jpst  with  the 
pertinacious  temper  of  my  unhappy  cousin.'' 

*<  My  lord,"  raid  Oxford,  <«  whatever  are  or  have  been 
the  defects  of  my  mistress,  she  is  in  distress^  and  alnnx-t  . 
in  desdation.     She  is  my  sovereign,  and  your  HigbiMSs  s 
cousin  not  the  less." 

<'  Enough  said,  Sir  Earl,"  answered  the  Dukci.  <^  Let 
us  speak  serionsly.  Whatever  we  may  think  of  th^  ab- 
dicatioa'of  King  Rene,  I  fear  we  shall  find  it  difficult  to 
nmke  Louis  XI^  see  the  matter  as  ifivoumbly  as  we  do» 
He  will  bold  that  the  eotioty  of  Provence  is  a  male  fief, 
and  tblit  neither  the  resignatioQ  of  Ren4,  nor  tbe  eonaent 
of  his  daughter,  can  prevent  its  reverting  to  the  crouoi 
of  France,  as  tbe  King  <^  Sicily,  as  ihey  call  him^  hath 
]he«iale4ssue." 

*<  That,  tiony  it  please  your  Gmce,  is  a  i)uestion  for 
battle  to  decide ;  and  your  Higbness  has  soeoessfulfy 
braved  Louis  for  a  less  important  stake.  AU  J  can  9$f 
t?S  t  bat^  if  your  Giraee's  active  a^sistanoe  enables  tiie  young 
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Earl  of  Riefamond  to  sueceed  in  has  enterprise,  jou  sbtl 
have  the  aid  of  three  thousand  English  archers,  if  old 
John  of  Oxford,  for  want  of  a  better  leader,  were  to  bring 
them  over  himself." 

**  A  noble  aid,"  said  the  Duke  ;  "  graced  still  more  by 
him  who  promises  to  lead  them.  Thy  suoeour,  noble 
Oxford,  were  precious  to  me,  did  you  but  come  with  your 
sword  by  your  side,  and  a  single  page  at  your  back.  1 
know  you  well,  both  heart  and  head.  But  let  us  to  this 
gear  ;  exiles,  even  the  wisest,  are  privileged  in  promises, 
and  sometimes — excuse  me,  noble  Oxford— impose  on 
themselves  as  well  as  on  their  friends..  What  are  the 
hopes  on  which  you  desire  me  again  to  embark  on  so 
troubled  and  uncertain  an  ocean,  as  these  civil  contests 
of  yours  ?"  ^ 

The  Earl  of  Oxford  produced  a  schedule,  and  ex- 
plained to  the  Duke  the  plan  of  his  expedition,  to  be 
backed  by  an  insurrection  of  the  finends  of  Lancaster,  of 
which  it  is  enough  to  say,  that  it  was  bold  to  the  verge 
of  temerity  ;  but  yet  so  well  compacted  and  put  together, 
as  to  bear,  in  those  times  of  rapid  revolution,  and  under 
a  leader  of  Oxford's  approved  military  skill  and  political 
sagacity,  a  strong  appearance  of  probable  success. 

While  Duke  Charles  mused  over  the  particulars  of  an 
enterprise  attractive  and  congenial  to  his  own  disposition, 
— while  he  counted  over  the  affronts  which  he  had  re- 
ceived ftom  his  brother-in-law,  Edward  IV.,  the  present 
opportunity  for  taking  a  signal  revenge,  and  the  rich  ac- 
quisition which  he  hoped  to  make  in  Provence  by  the 
cession  in  his  fiivour  of  Ren6  of  Anjou  and  his  daughter, 
the  Englishman  failed  not  to  press  on  his  consideration 
the  urgent  necessity  of  suffering  no  time  to  escape. 

"  The  accomplishment  of  this  scheme,**  he  said,  "  de- 
mands the  utmost  promptitude.  To  have  a  chance  of 
success,  I  must  be  in  England,  with  your  Grace's  aux- 
iliary forces,  before  Edward  of  Tork  can  return  from 
France  with  his  army." 

'^  And  having  come  hither,"  said  the  Duke,  '*  oar 
worthy  brother  will  be  in  no  hurry  to  return  again.     He 
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will  meet  with  Mack-eyed  Frenoh  women  and  ruby« 
coloured  French  wine,  and  brother  Blackburn  is  no  man 
to  leave  such  commodities  in  a  hurry." 

'*  IVIy  Lord  Duke,  1  will  speak  truth  of  my  enemy* 
Edward  is  indolent  and  luxurious  when  thmgs  are  easy 
around  him,  but  let  him  feel  the  spur  <^  necessity,  and  he 
becomes  as  eager  as  a  pampered  steed.  Louis,  too,  who 
seldom  fails  in  finding  means  to  accomplish  his  ends,  is 
bent  upon  determining  the  English  King  to  recross  the 
sea— -therefore,  speed,  noble  Princes-speed  is  the  soul  of 
your  enterprise." 

*«  Speed !"  said  the  Duke  of  Burgundy,—"  Why,  I 
will  go  with  you,  and  see  the  embarkation  myself;  and 
tried,  approved  soldiers  you  shall  have,  such  as  are  no- 
where to  be  found  save  in  Artois  and  Hainault." 

"  But  pardon  yet,  noble  Duke,  the  impatience  of  a 
drowning  wretch  urgently  pressing  for  assistance. — ^When 
shall  we  to  the  coast  of  Flanders,  to  order  this  important 
measure  ?" 

"  Why,  in  a  fortnight,  or  perchance  a  week,  or,  in  a 
word,  so  soon  as  I  shall  have  chastised  to  purpose  a  cer- 
tain gang  of  thieves  and  robbers,  who,  as  the  scum  of 
the  caldron  will  always  be  uppermost,  have  got  up  into 
the  fastnesses  of  the  Alps,  and  from  tb«pce  annoy  our 
frontiers  by  contraband  traffic,  pillage,  an^t>bbery." 

"  Your  Highness  means  the  Swiss  confederates  ?" 

"  Ay,  the  peasant  churls  give  themselves  such  a  name. 
They  are  a  sort  of  manumitted  slaves  of  Austria,  and, 
like  a  ban-dog,  whose  chain  is  broken,  they  avail  them- 
selves of  their  liberty  to  annoy  and  rend  whatever  comes 
in  their  way." 

'^  I  travelled  through  their  country  from  Italy,"  said 
the  exiled  Earl,  "  and  I  heard  it  was  the  purpose  of  the 
Cantons  to  send  envoys  to  solicit  peace  of  your  High- 
ness.?' 

"  Peace !"  exclaimed  Charles. — **  A  proper  sort  of 
peaceful  proceedings  those  of  their  embassy  have  been 
Availing  themselves  of  a  mutinjf  of  the  burghers  of  La 
Ferette«  the  first  garrison  town  which  they  entered,  they 
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sMtned  U^e  lyttUft,  sawed  on  AicUImM  <ie  HagMbaeh 
who  GOixunaAded  ibe  placo  on  my  part,  and  put  him  to 
death  in  the  market-ptaee.  Sucb  an  iosult  myst  be  pun* 
ishedi  Sir  Jobn  d«  Vere  ;  and  if  you  do  not  see  me  in 
the  sUNtoi  of  paaaion  wiiich  it  well  deserves,  it  is  because 
[  have  already  ^iven  orders  to  hang  up  tte  iiase  nma* 
gates  who  call  themselves  ambassadors." 

<<  For  God's  sake,  noble  Duke,^'  said  the  Englisliman^ 
throwing  himself  at  Charles's  kei — "  for  your  owe  char* 
acter,  for  the  sake  of  the  peace  of  Chnstendora,  revdie 
such  an  order  if  it  is  really  given  !" 

*<  What  means  this  passiofi  V^  said  Duke  Charles. — 
<<  Wl>at  are  these  men's  lives  to  thee,  excepting  that  the 
consequences  of  a  war  may  delay  your  expedition  for  a 
few  days  ?'* 

^<  May  render  it  altogether  abortive,  said  the  Earl ; 
**  nay,  miM^'iieeds  do  so. — Hear  me,  Lord  Duke.  1  was 
with  these  men  on  a  part  of  their  journey." 

^'  You  !"  said  the  Duke — '<  you  a  companion  of  tbe 
paltry  Swiss  peasants  ?  Misfortune  haa^sunk  the  pride  of 
English  nobUity  to  a  fow  ebb^  when  you  selected  such 
associates." 

<<  I  was  thrown  amongst  tliem  by  accident,"  said  tbe 
Earl.  <<  SoRj^  of  tbem  are  of  noble  bfood,  and  aie, 
besides,  men  m  v^bose  peaceable  intentions  I  vcAlurad 
to  constitute  anyself  tbeir  warrant*" 

"  On  my  honour,  my  Lord  of  Oxford,  you  graced 
tbem  highly,  and  me  no  less,  in  interfering  between  the 
Swiss  and  myself !  Allow  me  to  say  that  1  condescend, 
when,  in  deference  to  past  friendship,  I  permit  yen  to 
speak  to  me  of  your  own  English  afiairs.  Methinks  yon 
might  Weil  sfMi^  me  your  opinion  npon  topics  with 
winch  you  have  ao  naluml  concern." 

'<  My  Lord  of  Burgundy,"  replied  OlObrd,  '<  I  fottow^ 
ed  your  banner  to  Paris,  and  had  the  good  luck  to  resene 
you  in  tbe  fight  at  Mont  L'Heiy,  when  yon  were  beset 
by  tbe  French  m^i^tHamis"— -^ 

<<  We  have  not  forgot  it,"  said  Duke  Chaciss  ;  ^  asid 
it  is  a  a^  that  wa  kec|p  the  action  in  reBaainh«aooa»  ihil 
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jrou  haye  bectn  suflfcfed  lo  stand  before  ud  so  long^  plead- 
ing tl)6  cause  of  a  aei  of  rascals^  whom  we  are  reqoirod 
to  spare  from  the  gallows  that  groans  for  them,  because 
forsooth  they  hard  been  the  fellow-^travellers  of  the  Earl 
of  Oxford  !" 

'<  Not  so,  my  lord.  I  ask  their  lives,  only  becaosn 
th#y  are  u(H>n  a  peaceful  errand,  and  the  leaders  amongst 
Ihem,  at  least,  have  no  accession  to  the  crime  of  which 
you  complain." 

The  Duke  traversed  the  apartment  with  unequal  steps 
in  much  agitation,  his  large  eyebrows  drawn  down  over 
bb  eyes^  his  hands  clenched,  and  his  teeth  set,  until  at 
length  be  seamed  to  take  a  resolution.  He  rung  a  hand- 
bell of  stiver,  which  stood  upon  his  table. 

"  Here,  Contay,"  he  said  to  the  gentleman  of  his 
chamber  who  entered,  "  are  these  mountain  fellows  yel 
executed  ?" 

<'  No,  may  it  please  your  Highness  ;  but  the  execu- 
tioi^r  Waits  them  so  soon  as  the  priest  hafh  confessed 
them." 

"  Let  them  live,"  Said  the  Duke.  "  We  will  hear  to- 
morrow in  what  manner  they  propose  to  justify  their 
proceedings  towards  us." 

Gontay  bowed  and  left  the  apartment ;  then  tumttig  to 
the  Englishman,  th^  Duke  said,  with  an  indescribabte 
mixture  of  haughtiness  with  familiarity  and  even  kind- 
aess^  but  having  his  brows  elebrdd,  and  his  looks  eom- 
posed,— "  We  are  now  cleared  of  obligation,  my  LiOi*d  of 
Oxford — you  have  obtained  life  for  life — nay,  to  fiiake 
up  some  inequality  which  there  may  be  betwixt  the  vaU 
ue  of  the  commodities  bestowed,  you  have  obtained  skx 
lives  for  one.  I  will,  therefore,  pay  no  more  attention  to 
you,  should  you  again  upb^id  rtie  with  the  stumbling 
horse  at  Mont  L'Hery,  or  your  own  a<$hievenients  Co  that 
occasion.  Most  princes  are  contented  with  privately 
hating  such  men  as  have  rendered  them  extraordinary 
services^-I  feel  no  such  disposition— -I  only  detest  boin^ 
raninded  of  having  had  occasion  for  them. — Pshaw  I  I 
10*    voi»«  II. 
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am  half-cboked  with  the  eSfott  of  (bregcnng  my  own 
fixed  resolution. — So  ho!  who  waits  there?  Bring  me 
to  drink.'* 

An  usher  entered,  bearing  a  large  silver  flagon,  which, 
instead  of  wine,  was  filled  with  tisanne,  slightly  flavoured 
by  arromatic  herbs. 

'^  I  am  so  hot  and  choleric  by  nature,"  sdd  the  Duke, 
"  that  our  leeches  pmhibit  me  from  drinking  wine.  But 
you,  Oxford,  are  bound  by  no  such  regimen.  Get  thee 
to  thy  countryman,  Colvin,  the  general  of  our  artillery. 
We  commend  thee  to  his  custody  and  hospitality  till  to- 
morrow, which  must  be  a  busy  day,  since  I  expect  to 
receive  the  answer  of  these  wiseacres  of  the  Dijon  assem- 
bly of  estates  ;  and  have  also  to  hear  (thanks  to  your 
lordship's  interference)  these  miserable  Swiss  envoys,  as 
they  call  themselves.  Well,  no  more  on't! — Good-night 
You  may  comiminicate  freely  with  Colvin,  who  is,  like 
yourself,  an  old  I/ancastrian. — But  hark  ye,  not  a  word 
respecting  Provence — not  even  in  your  sleep. — Contay, 
conduct  this  English  gentleman  to  Colvin's  tent.  He 
knows  my  pleasure  respecting  him." 

**  So  please  your  Grace,"  answered  Contay,  "  I  left  the 
English  gentleman's  son  with  Monsieur  de  Colvin." 

"  What !  thine  own  son,  Oxford  ?  And  with  thee  here  ? 
Why  did  you  not  tell  me  of  him  ?  Is  he  a  true  scion  of 
the  ancient  tree  ?" 

**  It  is  my  pride  to  believe  so,  niy  lord.  He  has  been 
the  faithful  companion  of  all  my  dangers  and  wanderings." 

"  Happy  man  V*  said  the  Duke,  with  a  sigh.  "  You, 
Oxford,  have  a  son  to  share  your  poverty  and  distress-^ 
1  have  none  to  be  partner  and  successor  to  my  greatness." 

"  You  have  a'  daughter,  my  lord,"  said  the  noble  De 
Vere,  "  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  she  will  one  day  wed  some 
powerful  prince,  who  may  be  the  stay  of  your  High- 
ness's  house." 

"  Never !  By  Saint  George,  never !"  answered  the 
Duke,  sharply  and  shortly.  "  I  will  have  no  son-in-law, 
who  may  make  the  daughter's  bed  a  stepping-stone  to 
reach  the  father's  crown.     Oxford,  I  have  spoken  more 
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freely  than  I  am  wont^  perhaps  more  freely  than  I  ought 
—but  I  hold  some  men  trustworthy,  and  believe  you,  Sir 
John  de  Vere,  to  be  one  of  them." 

71ie  English  nobleman  bowed,  and  was  about  to  leave 
his  presence,  but  the  Duke  presently  recalled  him. 

"  There  is  one  thing  more,  Oxford.^ — ^The  cession  of 
Provence  is  not  quite  enough.  Rene  and  Margaret  must 
disavow  this  hot-brained  Ferrand  de  Vaudemont,  who  is 
making  some  foolish  stir  hi  Lorraine,  in  right  of  his 
mother  Yolande." 

"  My  lord,"  said  Oxford,  "  Ferrand  is  the  grandson  of 
King  Rene,  the  nephew  of  Queen  Margaret;  but 
yet" 

"  But  yet,  by  Saint  George,  his  rights,  as  he  calls 
them,  on  Lorraine,  must  positively  be  disowned.  You 
talk  of  their  family  feelings,  while  you  are  urging  me  to 
make  war  on  my  own  brother-in-law  !" 

"  Rent's  best  apology  for  deserting  his  grandson  ,'• 
answered  Oxford,  "  will  be  his  total  inability  to  support 
and  assist  him.  I  will  communicate  your  Grace's  condi- 
tion, though  it  is  a  hard  one/' 

So  saying,  he  left  the  pavilion. 


CHAPTER  VIIL 


•  I  humbly  thank  your  Highness, 


Aad  am  right  glad  to  catch  this  good  occasion 
Most  thoroughly  to  be  wiooow'd,  where  my  chaff 
And  corn  shall  fly  asunder. 

KmgHtnryVUL 

CoLviN,  the  English  officer,  to  whom  the  Duke  of 
Burgundy,  with  splendid  pay*  and  appointments,  com- 
mitted the  charge  of  his  artillery,  was  owner  of  the  tent 
dissigned  for  the  Englishman's  lodging,  and  received  the 
Carl  of  Oxford  with  the  respect  due  to  hb  rank,  and  to 
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Ibe  Duke's  osj^ial  orders  upon  that  subject*  He  bad 
been  himself  a  follower  of  the  Lancaster  fiictioA,  and  of 
course  was  well  disposed  towards  one  of  the  very  few 
men  of  distinction  whom  he  had  known  personally,  and 
who  had  constantly  adhered  to  that  family  through  the 
train  of  misfortunes  by  which  they  seemed  to  be  totally 
overwhelmed*  A  repast,  of  which  his  son  had  already 
partaken,  was  ofTered  to  the  Elarl  by  Colvin,  who  omit- 
ted not  to  recommend,  by  precept  and  example,  the  good 
wine  of  Burgundy,  from  which  the  sovereign  of  the  prov- 
ince was  himself  obliged  to  refrain. 

''  Mis  Grace  shows  command  of  passion  in  that,'*  said. 
Colvin.  '*  For,  sooth  to  speak,  and  only  conversing 
betwixt  friends,  his  temper  grows  too  headlong  to  bear 
the  spur  which  a  cup  of  cordial  beverage  gives  to  the 
blood,  and  he,  therefore,  wisely  restricts  himself  to  such 
liquid  as  may  cool  rather  than  inflame  his  natural  fire  of 
disposition." 

''  I  can  perceive  as  much,"  said  the  Lancastrian  noble. 
"  Wlien  1  first  knew  the  noble  Duke,  who  was  then  Earl 
of  Charolois,  his  temper,  though  always  sufficiently  fiery, 
was  calmness  to  the  impetuosity  which  he  now  displays 
on  the  smallest  contradiction.  Such  is  the  course  of  an 
uninterrupted  flow  of  prosperity.  He  has  ascended,  by  his 
own  couraire  and  the  advantage  of  circumstances,  from 
the  doubtful  place  of  a  feudatory  and  tributary  prince,  to 
rank  with  the  most  powerful  sovereigns  in  Europe,  and 
to  assume  Independent  majesty.  But  I  trust  the  noble 
starts  of  generosity,  which  atoned  for  his  wilful  and  way- 
ward ten^per,  are  not  more  few  than  formerly  ?" 

"  1  have  good  right  to  say  that  they  are  not,"  replied 
the  soldier  of  fortune^  who  understood  generosity  in 
the  restricted  sense  of  liberality.  "  The  Duke  is  a  noble 
and  open-handed  master." 

"  I  trust  his  bounty  is  conferred  on  men  who  are  as 
faithful  and  steady  m  their  service  as  you,  Colvin,  have 
ever  been.  But  1  see  a  change  in  your  army.  I  know 
the  banners  of  most  of  the  old  houses  in  Burgundy—' 
How  is  it  that  I  observe  so  few  of  them  in  the  Duke^s 
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otmpf  t  se#  fitgs,  and  penmiDS,  and  petmooeelhs ;  but 
even  to  me,  who  have  been  so  many  years  acquainted 
wht)  the  nobility  both  of  France  and  Flanders,  their 
bearings  are  unknown." 

^*  My  noble  lord  of  Oxford,"  answered  the  officer,  ^  k 
ill  becomes  a  man  who  lives  on  the  Duke's  pay  to  eeii>* 
sure  hts  conduct ;  but  his  Highness  hath  of  late  trusted 
loo  much,  as  it  seeins  to  me,  to  the  hired  amis  of  foreign 
levies,  and  too  little  to  his  own  native  subjects  and 
retainers.  He  holds  it  better  to  take  into  bis  pay  large 
bands  of  Crertnan  and  Italian  mercenary  soldiers,  tben  to 
repose  confidenoe  m  the  knights  and  8i|uires,  who  are 
bound  to  him  by  allegiance,  and  feudal  faith.  He  uses 
the  aid  of  "bis  own  subjects  but  as  the  means  of  produc- 
ing him  sums  of  money,  which  he  bestows  on  his  hired 
troops.  The  Germans  are  honest  knaves  enough  wbiie 
regulady  paid;  but  Heaven  preserve  me  from  the 
Duke's  Italian  bands,  and  that  Campo-basso  their  leader^ 
who  waits  but  the  highest  price  to  seH  his  Highness  like 
a  sheep  for  the  shambles  !*' 

*<  Think  you  so  ill  of  him  ?"  demanded  the  Eat). 

'*  So  very  ill  indeed,  that  I  believe,'*  replied  Cdvin, 
**  tbere  is  no  sort  of  treachery  which  the  heart  can  devise, 
or  the  arm  perpetrate,  that  bath  not  ready  reception  in 
his  breast,  and  prompt  execution  at  his  band.  It  is 
painful,  my  lord,  for  an  honest  Englishman  like  me  to 
serve  in  an  army  where  such  traitors  bave  command 
But  what  can  I-  do,  unless  I  could  once  more  find  oie  a 
soldier's  occupation  in  my  native  country  ?  1  often  hope 
It  will  please  merciful  Heaven  again  to  awaken  tbcMe 
brave  civil  wars  in  my  own  dear  England,  where  all  was 
feir  fighting,  and  treason  was  unheard  of.*'* 

Lord  Oxford  gave  his  host  to  understand,  tliat  there 
was  a  possibility  that  his  pious  wish  of  living  and  dying 
m  his  own  country,  and  in  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
was  not  to  be  despaired  of.  Meantime  he  requested  of 
him,  that  early  on  the  next  morning  he  would  procure 
bim  a  pass  and  an  esfcort  for  his  son,  whom  he  was  com* 
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<'  What !"  said  Colvio,  "  i$  my  yoang  Lord  of  QxfiNrd 
to  take  a  degree  in  the  Court  of  Love,  for  no  other  busi- 
ness is  listened  to  at  King  Rene's  capital,  save  love  and 
poetry  ?" 

<<  I  am  not  ambitious  of  such  distinction  for  him,  my 
good  host,"  answered  Oxford  ;  <<  but  Queen  Margaret  is 
with  her  fiither,  and  it  is  but  fitting  that  the  youth  should 
kiss  her  hand.'' 

''  Enough  spoken,"  said  the  veteran  Lancastrian.  <<  I 
trust,  though  winter  is  fast  approaching,  the  Red  Rose 
may  bloom  in  spring*" 

He  th^n  ushered  the  Earl  of  Oxford  to  the  partition 
of  the  tent  which  he  was  to  occupy,  in  which  tliere  was  a 
couch  for  Arthur  also — their  host,  as  Colvin  might  be 
termed,  assuring  them,  that,  with  peep  of  day,  horses  and 
faithful  attendants  should  be  ready  to  speed  the  youth  oa 
bis  journey  to  Nancy. 

^^  And  now,  Arthur,"  said  his  father,  "  we  must  part 
once  more.  I  dare  give  thee,  in  this  land  of  danger,  no 
writlen  communication  to  my  mistress,  Queen  Margaret ; 
but  say  to  her,  that  I  have  found  the  Duke  of  Burgundy 
.wedded  to  his  own  .  views  of  interest,  but  not  averse  to 
combine  them  with  hers.  Say,  that  I  have  little  doubt 
that  he  will  grant  us  the  required  aid,  but  not  without 
the  expected  resignation  in  his  favour  by  herself  and 
King  Ren^.  Say,  I  would  never  have  recommended 
such  a  sacrifice  for  the  precarious  chance  of  overthrow- 
ing the  House  of  York,  but  that  I  am  satisfied  that  France 
and  Burgundy  are  hanging  like  vultures  over  Provence, 
and  that  the  one  or  other,  or  botli  princes,  are  ready,  on 
her  father's  demise,  to  pounce  on  such  possessions  as 
they  have  reluctantly  spared  to  him  during  his  life.  An 
accommodation  with  Burgundy  may  therefore,  on  the 
one  hand,  ensure  his  active  co-operation  in  the  attempt 
on  England  ;  and,  on  the  other,  if  our  high-spirited  prin- 
cess complies  not  with  the  Duke's  request,  the  justice  of 
her  cause  will  give  no  additional  security  to  her  hereditary 
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ciains  on  her  iather's  dominioiis.  Bid  QoeeD  M argiirec, 
therefore,  unless  she  should  have  changed  her  views, 
obtain  King  Rent's  formal  deed  of  cession,  conveying  his 
estates  to  the  Duke  of  Burgundy,  with  her  Majesty's 
consent.  The  necessary  provisions  to  the  King  and  to 
herself  may  be  6Iled  up  at  her  Grace's  pleasure,  or  they 
may  be  left  blank.  I  can  trust  to  the  Ehike's  generosity 
to  their  being  suitably  arranged.  All  that  I  fear  is,  that 
Charles  may  embroil  himself'    ■ 

^'  In  some  silly  exploit,  necessary  for  his  own  honour 
and  the  safety  of  his  dominions,"  answered  a  voice  be- 
hind the  lining  of  the  ten! ;  '^  and,  by  doing  so,  attend  to 
his  own  affiurs  more  than  to  ours  ?  Ua,  Sir  Earl  ?" 

At  the  same  time  the  curtain  was  drawn  aside,  and  a 
person  entered,  in  whom,  though  clothed  with  the  jerkin 
and  bonnet  of  a  private  soldier  of  the  Walloon  guard, 
Oxford  instantly  recognbed  the  Ehike  of  Burgundy's 
harsh  features  and  6eree  eyes,  as  they  sparkled  from 
under  the  fui  and  feather  with  which  the  cap  was  orna- 
mented. 

Arthur,  who  knew  not  the  Prince's  person,  started  at 
the  intrusion,  and  laid  his  hand  on  his  dagger ;  but  his 
father  made  a  signal  which  staid  his  hand,  and  he  gazed 
with  wonder  on  the  solemn  respect  with  which  the  Earl 
received  the  intrusive  soldier.  The  first  word  informed 
him  of  the  cause. 

^<  If  this  masking  be  done  in  proof  of  my  faith,  noble 
Duke,  permit  me  to  say  it  is  superfluous." 

"  JTay,  Oxford,"  answered  the  Duke,  "  I  was  a  cour- 
teous spy  ;  for  I  ceased  to  play  the  eavesdropper,  at 
the  very  moment  when  I  had  reason  to  expect  you  were 
about  to  say  something  to  anger  me." 

<<  As  I  am  a  true  Knight,  my  Lord  Duke,  if  you  had 
remained  behind  the  arras,  you  would  only  have  heard 
the  same  truths  whbh  I  am  ready  to  tell  in  your  Grace's 
presence,  though  it  may  have  chanced  they  might  have 
been  more  bluntly  expressed." 

^'  Well,  speak  them  then,  in  whatever  phrase  thna  wik 
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««4lie7  Se  ki  tfeir  dumli  dvC  mj  Chmits  of  BnfgHidjr 
nw  •vor  ofinMled  by  idvice  fimn  a  wdlnrnwining  fimd." 

''  I  would  thea  haiw  sud/'  npiied  the  Eoglifib  Etri, 
**  that  all  which  Margaret  of  Aojott  had  to  apprehend, 
was  that  die  Dukt  of  Buigiiiidy,  when  fauciding  on  bis 
•rnxNir  to  wki  Profcwee  far  himtelf,  and  to  afibid  to  her 
Ins  powerful  assistaAee  to  aasert  her  rights  ia  ElaglaAd,  vas 
itkely  to  be  withdrawn  froin  sucsfa  hij^  objects  by  aa  tm^ 
prudently  eager  desire  le  avonge  himself  of  imsginarj 
affioots,  offered  to  bioty  as  he  ;aippoaed^  by  cttttain  con- 
faieraeies  of  Alpine  mouBtaineera,  over  wfaoos  it  is  im* 
fKMsible  to  gMi  any  important  a^antage,  or  aequiia 
repuution,  whUe,  on  the  contrary,  there  is  a  risk  of  losiag 
both*  These  men  dwell  amongst  rocks  and  deserts  which 
are  almost  inaceessible,  and  subsist  in  a  manner  so  nids^ 
that  the  poorest  of  yoursul^eots  would  starve  if  subjected 
to  such  &el.  They  are  bnaad  by  nature  to  he  the  gar** 
nsoe  of  the  raouotain4brtres8e8  in  whieb  she  has  pboed 
them  ;-^ic>r  Heaven's  sake  meddk  not  with  them,  fanl 
foilow  forth  your  own  nobler  and  more  important  ol^seCs, 
without  stirring  a  neat  ot  bomets,  which,  once  in  aotaon, 
aaay  sting  you  into  madness.^ 

The  Duke  had  promised  patience,  and  endcarouiedto 
keep  his  word ;  but  the  swoln  muscles  of  his  fiuce,  and 
bis  flashing  eyes,  showed  how  painful  to  him  it  was  Co 
suppress  his  resentment. 

*'  You  are  misinfamed,  my  k«d,"  be  said  ;  ^^  these 
men  are  not  the  inofiensive  herdsmen  and  peaawts  you 
are  pleased  to  suj^rase  them.  If  tbey  were,  I  might 
afford  to  de^se  them.  But,  flushed  with  some  viciories 
over  the  sluggisfa  Auttrians,  they  have  shaken  off  dl 
reverence  for  authority,  aasnsne  airs  of  independence, 
fam  leagues,  make  anroads,  jstorm  towns,  doom  and  ex- 
•Ottto  men  o^  noble  birth  at  dieir  pleasui«.-^Thou  ait 
dull,  wiA  look'st  as  if  thou  dost  not  apprehend  me.  To 
fouae  thy  EngUsh  blood,  and  make  thee  sympatbize  wkb 
aiy  feelings  to  these  mountaineers,  know  that  these  Swisi 
are  vwy  Seols  Co  my  dominions  ki  their  neigbhourbood ; 
pocMT,  proud,  ferocious  ;  easily  oflended,  because  they  gain 
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by  war ;  ill  to  be  appeased,  because  they  nourish  deep 
revenge  ;  ever  ready  to  seize  the  moment  of  advantage, 
and  attack  a  neighbour  when  he  is  engaged  in  other 
afiairs.  The  same  unquiet,  perfidious,  and  inveterate 
enemies  that  the  Scots  are  to  England,  are  the  Swiss  to 
Burgundy  and  to  my  allies.  What  say  you  ?  Can  1  un- 
dertake any  thing  of  consequence  till  I  have  crushed  the 
pride  of  such  a  people  ?  It  will  be  but  a  few  days'  work. 
I  will  grasp  the  mountain-hedgehog,  prickles  and  all,  with 
ray  steel-gauntlet." 

"  Your  Grace  will  then  have  shorter  work  with  them," 
replied  the  disguised  nobleman,  '<  than  our  English  Kings 
have  had  with  Scotland.  The  wars  there  have  lasted 
so  long,  and  proved  so  bloody,  that  wise  men  regret  we 
ever  began  them." 

"  Nay,"  said  the  Duke,  "  I  will  not  dishonour  the  Scots 
by  comparing  them  in  all  respects  to  these  mountain- 
churls  of  the  Cantons.  The  Scots  have  blood  and  gentry 
among  them,  and  we  have  seen  many  examples  of  both ; 
these  Swiss  are  a  mere  brood  of  peasants,  and  the  few 
gentlemen  of  birth  they  can  boast  must  hide  their  dis- 
tinction in  the  dress  and  manners  of  clowns.  They  will, 
I  think,  scarce  stand  against  a  charge  of  Hainaulters." 

"  Not  if  the   Hainaulters  find  ground  to  ride  upon 
But" 

"  Nay,  to  silence  your  scruples,"  said  the  Duke,  in- 
terrupting him,  "  know,  that  these  people  encourage,  by 
their  countenance  and  aid,  the  formation  of  the  most  dan- 
gerous conspiracies  in  my  dominions.  Look  here — I  told 
you  that  my  officer,  Sir  Archibald  de  Hagenbach,  was 
murdered  when  the  town  of  Brisach  was  treacherously 
taken  by  these  harmless  Switzers  of  yours.  And  here  is 
a  scroll  of  parchment,  which  announces  that  my  servant 
was  murdered  by  doom  of  the  Vehme-gericht,  a  band  of 
secret  assassins,  whom  I  will  not  permit  to  meet  in  any 
part  of  my  dominions.  O,  could  I  but  catch  them  above 
ground  as  they  are  found  lurking  below,  they  should  know 
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what  the  life  of  a  nobleman  is  wertb  I  Then,  took  at  ha 
iiidolimee  of  th^r  attestation.^ 

The  scroll  bore,  with  the  day  and  date  adjected,  that 
judgment  had  been  done  on  Archibald  de  Hagenbach,  for 
tyranny,  violence,  and  oppression,  by  order  of  the  Holy 
Vehme,  and  that  it  was  executed  by  their  officials,  who 
were  responsible  for  the  same  to  their  tribunal  alone.  It 
was  countersigned  in  red  ink,  with  the  badges  of  the 
Secret  Society,  a  coil  of  rapes  and  a  drawn  dagger. 

^1  This  document  I  found  stuck  to  my  toilette  with  a 
knife,"  said  the  Duke ;  **  another  trick  by  which  they 
give  mystery  to  their  murderous  jugglery." 

The  thought  of  what  he  had  undergone  in  .John 
Mengs's  house,  and  reflections  upon  the  extent  and  omni- 
presence of  these  Secret  Associations,  struck  even  the 
brave  Englishman  with  an  involuntary  shudder. 

"  For  the  sake  of  every  saint  in  Heaven,"  he  said, 
"  forbear,  my  lord,  to  speak  of  these  tremendous  societies, 
whose  creatures  are  above,  beneath,  and  around  us.  No 
man  is  secure  of  his  life,  however  guarded,  if  it  be  sought 
by  a  man  who  is  careless  of  his  own.  You  are  surrounded 
by  Germans,  Italians,  and  other  strangers — How  many 
amongst  these  may  be  bound  by  the  secret  ties  which 
withdraw  men  from  every  other  social  bond,  to  unite  them 
together  in  one  inextricable,  though  secret  compact  ? 
Beware,  noble  Prince,  of  the  situation  on  which  your 
throne  is  placed,  though  it  still  exhibits  all  the  splendour 
of  power,  and  all  the  solidity  of  foundation  that  belongs 
to  so  arugust  a  structure.  I — the  friend  of  thy  house — 
were  it  with  my  dying  breath — must  needs  tell  thee,  that 
the  Swiss  hang  like  an  avalanche  over  thy  head  ;  and  the 
Secret  Associations  work  beneath  thee  like  the  first  throes 
of  the  coming  earthquake.  Provoke  not  the  contest,  and 
the  snow  will  rest  undisturbed  on  the  mountain-side — the 
agitation  of  the  subterranean  vapours  will  be  hushed  to 
rest ;  but  a  single  word  of  defiance,  or  one  flash  of  indig- 
nant scorn,  may  call  their  terrors  into  instant  action." 

"  You  speak,"  said  the  Duke,  "  with  more  awe  of  a 
pack  of  naked  churls,  and  a  band  of  midnight  assiisuna 
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Iban  I  have  seen  you  show  ktt  red  danger.  Yet  I  will 
Dot  scorn  your  counsel — ^I  w31  hear  tb#  Swiss  envoys 
patiently,  and  I  will  not,  if  1  can  help  it,  show  the  con- 
tempt with  which  1  cannot  but  regard  their  ptetenaioos  to 
treat  as  independent  states.  On  the  Secret  Associationa 
I  will  be  silent,  till  time  gives  me  the  means  of  acting  in 
combination  with  the  Emperor,  the  Diet,  and  the  Princes 
of  the  Empire,  that  they  may  be  driven  &om  all  their 
burrows  at  once. — Ha,  Sir  Earl,  said  1  well  ?" 

'*  It  is  well  thought,  my  lord,  but  it  may  be  unhappily  ^ 
spoken.  Tou  are  in  a  position,  where  one  word  overheanl 
by  a  traitor,  might  produce  death  and  ruin." 

^'  I  keep  no  traitors  about  me,"  said  Charles.  *^  If  I 
thought  there  were  such  in  my  camp,  I  would  rather  die 
bv  them  at  once,  than  live  in  perpetual  terror  and  siuk 
picion." 

*^  Your  Highnesses  ancient  followers  and  servants,"  said 
the  Earl,  "  speak  unfavourably  of  the  Count  of  Campo-* 
basso,  wlu)  liolds  so  high  a  rank  in  your  confidence." 

"  Ay,"  replied  the  Duke,  with  composure,  "  it  is  easy 
to  decry  the  most  faithful  servant  in  a  court  by  the  unani- 
mous hatred  of  all  the  others.  I  warrant  me  your  buU^  * 
headed  countryman,  Colvin,  has  been  railing  against  the 
Count  like  the  rest  of  them^  for  Campo^basso  sees 
nothing  amiss  in  any  department  but  he  reports  it  to  me 
without  fear  or  favour.  And  then  his  opinions  are  cast  so 
much  in  the  same  mould  with  my  own,  that  I  can  hardly 
get  him  to  enlarge  upon  what  he  best  understands,  if  it 
seems  in  any  respect  different  from  my  sentiments.  Add 
to  this,  a  noble  person,  grace,  gaiety,  skill  in  the  exercises 
of  war,  and  in  the  courtly  arts  of  peace — such  is  Campo-* 
basso ;  and  being  such,  is  he  not  a  gem  for  a  prince's 
cabinet  ?" 

"  The  very  materials  out  of  wliich  a  favourite  is  form- 
ed," answered  the  Earl  of  Oxford,  "  but  something  less 
adapted  for  making  a  faithful  counsellor." 

"  Why,  thou  mistrustful  fool,"  said  the  Duke,  "  must 
I  tell  thee  the  very  inmost  secret  respecting  this  man, 
( /arapo-basso,  and  will  nothing  short  of  it  stay  these  im.- 
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aginaiy  suspicioDS  which  thy  new  trade  of  an  itinerant 
merchant  hath  led  thee  to  entertain  so  rashly  ?" 

"  If  your  Highness  honours  me  with  your  confidence,** 
said  the  Earl  of  Oxford,  «  I  can  only  say  that  my  fidelity 
shall  deserve  it." 

"  Know,  then,  thou  misbelieving  mortal,  that  my  good 
fnend  and  brother,  Louis  of  France,  sent  me  private  in 
formation  through  no  less  a  person  than  his  famous  barber, 
Oliver  le  Diable,  that  Campo-basso  had  for  a  ceitain  sum 
offered  to  put  my  person  into  his  hands,  alive  or  dead. — 
You  start  ?" 

"  I  do  indeed — ^recollecting  your  Highness's  practice 
of  riding  out  lightly  armed,  and  with  a  very  small  attend- 
ance, to  reconnoitre  the  ground  and  visit  the  outposts, 
and  therefore  how  easily  such  a  treacherous  device  might 
be  carried  into  execution." 

*"  Pshaw  !**  answered  the  Duke. — "  Thou  seest  the 
danger  as  if  it  were  real,  whereas  nothing  can  be  more 
certain  than  that,  if  my  cousin  of  France  had  ever  re- 
ceived such  an  offer,  he  would  have  been  the  last  person 
to  have  put  me  on  my  guard  against  the  attempt.  No — 
he  knows  the  value  1  set  on  Campo-basso's  services,  and 
forged  the  accusation  to  deprive  me  of  them." 

"  And  yet,  my  lord,"  replied  the  English  Earl,  "  your 
Highness,  by  my  counsel,  will  not  unnecessarily  or  im- 
patiently fling  aside  your  armour  of  proof,  or  ride  without 
the  escort  of  some  score  of  your  trusty  Walloons." 

"  Tush,  man,  thou  wouldst  make  a  carbonado  of  a 
fever-stirred  wretch  like  myself,  betwixt  the  bright  iron 
and  the  burning  sun.  But  I  will  be  cautious  though  I 
jest  thus — and  you,  young  man,  may  assure  my  cousin, 
Margaret  of  Anjou,  that  I  will  consider  her  affairs  as  my 
own.  And  remember,  youth,  that  the  secrets  of  princes 
are  fatal  gifts,  if  he  to  whom  they  are  imparted  blaze 
them  abroad  ;  but  if  duly  treasured  up,  they  enrich  the 
bearer.  And  thou  shah  have  cause  to  say  so,  if  thou 
canst  bring  back  with  thee  from  Aix  the  deed  of  resigna- 
tion, of  which  thy  father  hath  spoken. — Good-night— 
good-night !" 
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He  kft  the  apaitnem* 

^'  Tou  have  just  seen/'  said  the  Earl  of  Oxfiurd  to  his 
KMiy  <'  a  sketch  of  this  extraordinary  prince,  by  Us  own 
pencil.  It  is  easy  to  excite  bis  ambition  or  thirst  of  power^ 
but  wellnigh  impossible  to  limit  him  to  the  just  measures 
by  which  it  is  most  likely  to  be  gratified.  He  is  ever  like 
the  young  archer,  startled  from  his  mark  by  some  swallow 
crossing  his  eye,  even  careless  as  he  draws  the  string. 
Now  irregularly  and  offensively  suspicious— now  unre* 
servediy  lavish  of  his  confidence — ^not  long^nce  the  en- 
emy of  the  line  of  Lancaster,  and  the  ally  of  her  deadly 
foe — now  its  last  and  only  stay  and  hope.  God  mend 
all ! — It  is  a  weary  thing  to  look  on  the  game  and  see 
how  it  might  be  won,  while  we  are  debaired  by  the  ca- 
price of  others  from  the  power  of  playing  it  according 
to  our  own  skill.  How  much  must  depend  on  the  de- 
cision of  Duke  Charles  upon  the  morrow,  and  how  little 
do  I  possess  the  power  of  influencing  him,  either  for  hi3 
own  safety  or  our  advantage  !  Good-night,  my  son,  and 
let  us  trust  events  to  Him  who  alone  can  control  them." 


CHAPTER  IX. 

My  blood  hath  been  too  cold  and  temperate, 
Unapt;  to  stir  at  these  indignities, 
And  you  have  found  me ;  for,  aceordingty, 
Yoa  tread  upon  my  patience. 

Htmy  nr. 

The  dawn  of  morning  roused  the  banished  Earl  of 
Oxford  and  his  son,  and  its  lights  were  scarce  abros^d  on 
the  eastern  heaven,  ere  their  host,  Colvin,  entered  with 
an  attendant,  bearing  some  bundles,  which  be  placed  oq 
the  floor  of  the  tent,  and  instantly  retired.     The  oflicer 
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of  the  Duke's  ordnance  then  amiomced,  that  he  camo 
with  a  message  froni  the  Duke  of  Burgundy. 

*'  Hfe  Highness,"  be  satd,  ^  has  sent  four  stout  yeo- 
men, with  a  commission  of  credence  to  my  young  master 
of  Oxfwd,  and  an  ample  purse  of  grfd,  to  furnish  his 
expenses  to  Aix,  and  while  his  afiirs  may  detain  iiim 
ffiere.  Also  aletter  of  credence  to  Kkig  Ren*6,  to  ensure 
his  reception,  and  two  suits  of  honour  for  his  use,  as  for 
atr  English  gentleman,  desirous  to  witness  the  festive 
solemnities  of  Provence,  and  in  whose  safety  the  Duke 
deigns  to  take  deep  interest.  His  farther  afiairs  there, 
if  he  hath  any,  his  Highness  recommends  to  him  to  man- 
age with  prudence  and  secrecy.  His  Highness  hath  also 
sent  a  couple  of  horses  for  his  use,— one  an  ambling 
jennet  for  the  road,  and  another  a  strong  barbed  horse 
of  Flanders,  in  case  he  hath  aught  to  do.  It  will  be 
fitting  that  my  young  master  change  his  dress,  and  assume 
fittire  more  near  his  proper  rank.  His  attendants  know 
the  rbac{,  and  have  power,  in  case  of  need,  to  summoQ^ 
in  the  Duke's  name,  assistance  from  all  faithful  Burgun- 
dians.  I  have  but  to  add,  the  sooner  the  young  gentle- 
man sets  forward,  it  will  be  the  better  sign  of  a  successful 
journey." 

^'  I  am  ready  to  mount,  th#  instant  that  I  have  changed 
my  dress,"  said  Arthur. 

"  And  I,"  said  his  father,  '*  have  no  wish  to  detain  him 
on  the  service  in  which  he  is  now  employed.  Neither  he 
nor  I  will  say  more  than  God  be  with  you.  How  and 
where  we  are  to  meet  again„  who  can  tell  ?" 

'^  I  believe,"  said  Cotvin,  ^^  that  waat  r«st  on  the  mo- 
tions of  the'  Duke,  which,  perchance,  are  not  yet  deter- 
mined upon ;  but  his  Highness  depends  upon  your 
remmnfag  with  him,  my  noble  lord,  tJR  the  afRefrs  of 
ivhiefa  you  come  to  treat  may  be  more  fultjr  decided. 
Something  I  have  for  jfour  lordship's  privirte  ear,  when 
four  son  hath  parted  on  his  journey." 

While  Colvin  was  thus  talking  with  his  fetber,  Arthur, 
fvho  was  not  above  half-dressed  when  be  entered  the 
tentj  had  availed  himself  of  an  obscure  comer,  in  which 
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IM  exchanged  the  plaio  garb  betonging  to  bis  suppoiidl 
condition  as  a  raerdiant,  fot  such  a  ridfeg  suit  as  became 
a  young  man  of  some  quality  attached  to  the  Court  of 
Burgundy*  It  was  not  without  e  natural  sensation  of 
pleasure,  that  the  youth  meumed  lan  apparel  suitable  tit^  his 
birth,  and  which  no  one  was  personally  more  fitted  ttt 
become ;  but  it  was  with  rftueh  deeper  feeliftg  that  he 
hastily,  and  as  secretly  as  possible,  flung  roudd  bis  tt^k^ 
And  concealed  under  the  collar  aild  (ckAs  <>f  Ml  ornamented 
doublet,  a  small  thin  chain  of  gold^  euriously  linked  in 
what  was  called  Morisco  work.  This  w*s  the  contents 
of  the  parcel  which  Anne  of  Oetersteiti  had  indulged  his 
feelings,  and  perhaps  her  own,  by  puttit^  into  his  hands 
as  they  parted.  The  chain  \Tas  secured  by  a  slight  plate 
of  gold,  on  which  a  bodkin,  or  a  point  of  a  knife,  had 
traced^  on  the  one  side,  in  distinct  though  light  characters, 
Adieu  for  evee  !  while,  on  the  reverscj  there  was 
much  more  obscurely  traced,  the  word  REittfiMBBR  ! — A. 
VON  G. 

All  who  may  read  this  are,  have  been,  or  will  be,  lov- 
ers }  and  there  is  none,  therefore,  who  may  not  be  able 
to  comprehend  why  this  token  was  carefully  suspended 
around  Arthur's  neck,  so  that  the  inscription  might  rest 
on  the  region  of  his  heart,  without  the  interruption  of  any 
substance  which  could  prevent  the  pledge  from  being 
agitated  by  every  throb  of  that  busy  organ. 

This  being  hastily  insured,  a  few  minutes  ccunpleted 
the  rest  of  his  toilette  ;  and  he  kneeled  before  his  father 
to  ask  his  blessing,  and  his  further  comtnands  for  Aix. 

His  father  blessed  him  almost  inarticulately,  and  then 
said^  with  recovered  firmness,  that  he  was  already  pos- 
sessed of  all  the  knowledge  necessary  for  success  on  his 
mission. 

"  When  you  can  bring  me  the  deeds  wanted,'*  he  whis- 
pered with  more  firmness,  "  you  will  find  me  near  the 
person  of  the  Duke  of  Bur<rundy." 

They  went  forth  of  the  tent  in  silence,  and  found  h<i- 
fore  it  the  four  Burgundian  yeomen,  tall  aiMJl  atelive-^lookintj 
inen^  ready  moanted  themselves,  and  holding  two  saddleri 
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faoises-^tbe  one  accoutred  for  war,  the  other  a  spirited 
jennet,  for  the  purposes  of  the  journey.  One  of  them 
led  a  sumpter-horse,  on  which  Colvin  inforroed  Arthur 
he  would  find  the  change  of  habit  necessary  when  he 
should  arrive  at  Aix  ;  and  at  the  same  time  delivered  to 
him  a  heavy  purse  of  gold. 

'<  Thiebault,"  he  continued,  pointing  out  the  eldest  of 
the  attendant  troopers,  ^^  may  be  trusted — ^I  will  be  warrant 
for  his  sagacity  and  fidelity.  Tfie  other  three  are  picked 
men,  who  will  not  fear  their  skin-cutting." 

Arthur  vaulted  into  the  saddle  with  a  sensation  of 
pleasure,  which  was  natural  to  a  young  cavalier  who  had 
nOi  for  many  months  felt  a  spirited  horse  beneath  htm. 
The  lively  jennet  reai'ed  with  impatience.  Arthur  sitting 
firm  on  his  seat,  as  if  he  had  been  a  part  of  the  animal, 
only  said,  *'  Ere  we  are  long  acquainted^  thy  spirit,  my 
iair  roan,  will  be  something  more  tamed." 

"  One  word  more,  my  son,"  said  his  father,  and  whis- 
pered in  Arthur's  ear,  as  he  stooped  from  the  saddle  ; 
*'  if  you  receive  a  letter  from  me,  do  not  think  youiself 
fully  acquainted  with  the  contents  till  the  paper  has  been 
held  opposite  to  a  hot  fire." 

Arthur  bowed,  and  motioned  to  the  elder  trooper  to 
lead  the  way,  when  all,  giving  rein  to  their  horses,  rode 
off  through  the  encampment  at  a  round  pace,  the  young 
leader  signing  an  adieu  to  his  father  and  Colvin. 

The  Earl  stood  like  a  man  in  a  dream,  folk>wTng  his 
son  with  his  eyes,  in  a  kind  of  reverie,  which  was  only 
broken  when  Colvin  said,  ^<  I  marvel  not,  my  ford,  that 
you  are  anxious  about  my  young  master  ;  he  is  a  gallant 

irouth,  well  wor(h  a  father's  caring  for>  and  the  times  we 
ive  in  are  both  false  and  bloody.'* 

"  God  and  St.  Mary  be  my  witness,''  said  the  Earl, 
"  that  if  1  grieve,  it  is  not  for  my  own  hoitse  onVy  ; — ^rf  1 
am  anxious,  it  is  not  for  the  sake  of  my  own  son  alone  } — 
but  it  is  hard  to  risk  a  last  stake  in  a  cause  so  perilous.— 
What  commands  brought  you  from  the  Duke  ?" 

"  His  Grace,"  said  Colvin,  "  will  get  on  horseback 
after  be  has  break&sted.     He  sends  yott  some  garmentSi 


Digitized 


by  Google 


anne  of  GttiemsTsiN*  lito 

wb«h,  if  not  fittbg  your  quality,  are  yet  neaier  to  9uitR« 

ble  apparel  than  those  you  now  wear,  and  he  desires  that, 
observing  your  incognito  as  an  English  merchant  of  emi* 
nence,  you  will  join  him  in  bis  cavalcade  to  Dijon,  wher^. 
he  is  to  receive  the  answer  of  the  Estates  of  Burgundy, 
concerning  matters  submitted  to  their  consideration,  and 
thereafter  give  public  audience  to  the  Deputies  from  Swit- 
zerland. His  Highness  has  charged  me  with  the  care  oi 
finding  you  suitable  accommodation  during  the  ceremo- 
nies of  the  day,  which,  he  thinks,  you  will»  as  a  stranger, 
be  pleased  to  look  upon.  But  he  probably  told  yoiv  all 
this  himself,  for  I  think  you  saw  him  last  night  in  disguise 
— Nay,  look  as  strange  as  you  will — the  Duke  plays 
that  trick  too  often  to  be  able  to  do  it  with  secrecy  ; 
the  very  horse-boys  know  him  while  he  traverses  the 
tents  of  the  common  soldiery,  and  sutler  women  give 
him  the  name  of  the  spied  spy.  If  it  were  only  honest 
Harry  Colvin  who  knew  this,  it  should  not  cross  his  lips. 
But  it  is  practised  too  openly,  and  too  widely  known. 
Come,  noble  lord,  though  1  must  teach  my  tongue  to 
forego  that  courtesy,  will  you  along  to  breakfast  ?" 

The  meal,  according  to  the  practice  of  the  time,  was 
a  solemn  and  solid  one  ;  and  a  favoured  officer  of  the 
Great  Duke  of  Burgundy  lacked  no  means,  it  may  be-be- 
Keved,  of  rendering  due  hospitality  to  a  guest  having 
claims  of  such  high  respect.  But  ere  the  breakfast  was 
over,  a  clamorous  flourish  of  trumpets  announced  that  the 
Duke,  with  his  attendants  and  retinue,-  were  sounding  to 
.horse.  Philipson,  as  he  was  still  called,  was,  in  the  name 
of  the  Duke,  presented  with  a  stately  charger,  and  with 
his  host  mingled  in  the  splendid  assembly  which  be- 
gan to  gather  in  front  of  the  Duke's  pavilion #  In  a 
few  minutes,  the  Prince  himself  issued  forth,  in  the  su- 
perb dress  of  the  Order  of  the  Golden  Fleece,  of  which 
his  father  Philip  had  been  the  founder,  and  Charles  was 
himself  the  patron  and  sovereign.  Several  of  his  cour- 
tiers were  dressed  in  the  same  magnificent  robeis,  and 
with  their  followers  and  attendants,  displayed  so  much 
wealth  and  splendour  of  appearance,  as  to  warrant  the 
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I  aftjriag,  ibat  ihe  Duke  of  Bur^nd  j  ni^miiM^ 
ttl«  mofti  inagoi&eeiit  court  tn  Christendom,  The  offit- 
c^r9  of  Ue  i^s^hold  attended  id  their  order,  together 
with  beralde  aod  pursuivants,  the  grotesque  richness  of 
whose  habits  had  a  aingukr  effect  among  thoee  of  the 
^gb  clergy  m  their  aibes  and  dalmatiques,  and  of  the 
knights  and  crown  Tassalfi  >^ho  were  anrayed  in  armour. 
Among  tbese  la^t,  who  wete  variously  equipped,  aoeiord^ 
ing  to  the  different  character  of  their  service,  rode  Os* 
ford,,  but  in  a  peaceful  habit,  neither  ao  plain  as  to  be  out 
of  place  amongst  such  apkndour,  nor  so  rich  as  to  draw 
on  him  a  special  or  particular  degree  of  attention..  He 
code  by  the  side  of  Colvio,  bis  tall  muscular  ^ure,  and 
deepHRuarked  fe«tuires,  forming  a  stro»g  contrast  to  the 
rough,  alfnost  ignoble,  cast  of  countenance,  and  stout 
thick-set  form,  edftbe  lesa  distinguished  soldier  of  fortKoie* 

Ranged  inio  a  solemn  procession,  the  rear  of  which 
was  closed  by  a  guard  of  two  hundred  picked  arcpi^ 
busiers,  a  description  of  soldiers  who  were  just  then  com^ 
ing  into  notice,  and  as  many  mounted  men-at-arms,  the 
Duke  and  his  retinue,  leaving  the  barriers  of  the  camp, 
directed  their  n&arch  to  the  town,  or  rather  city,  of  Dijon, 
in  those  days  the  capital  of  aU  Burgundy. 

It  was  a  town  well  secured  with  walls  and  ditches, 
which  last  were  filled  by  means  of  a  small  river,  named 
Dousche,  which  combines  its  waters  for  that  purpose  with 
a  torrent  called  Suscon.  Four  gates,  with  appropriate 
barbicans,  outworks,  and  drawbridges,  corresponded  nearly 
to  the  cardinal  points  of  the  compass,  and  gave  admtsmn. 
to  the  city.  The  number  of  towers,  which  stood  hi^ 
above  its  walls,  and  defended  them  at  diffident  angles, 
was  thirty-three ;  and  the.  waUs  themselves,  which  ex- 
ceeded m  most  places  the  height  of  thhrty  feet,  were  buitl 
of  stones  hewn  and  squared,  and  were  of  great  thieknesa* 
This  stately  city  was  surrounded  on  the  outiside  wilk  hills 
covered  with  vineyards,  while  from  within  its  walls  rose 
the  towets  of  many  noble  buildings,  both  public  aad  prn 
TBle>  as  well  as  the  steeples  of  ma^ifie^t  churches,  mi 
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\^  '^  eonvQiftSi  attesting  the  wealth  and  devo* 

\>0  of  Buifgundy. 
>ets  of  the  Duke's  proeesdion  had  sum* 
^  ^4ard  at  the  gate  of  St.  Nicholas,  the 

X'^rtcuUis  rose,  the  people  shouted 
^  ^  ^  A^ere  hung  with  tapestry,  and  as, 

^\   ^^  .etinue,  Charles  himself  came  riding 

^^  -  steed,  attended  only  by  six  pages  under 

^^  .ars  olct,  with  each  a  gilded  partisan  in  his 

je  acclamations  with  which  he  was  received  on 
dides^  showed  thslt,  if  some  instances  of  misrule  had 
dimmished  his  piDpularily,  enough  of  it  remained  to  ren- 
der his  reception  into  his  capital  decorous  at  least,  if  not 
enthusiastic^  It  is  probaUe  that  the  veneration  attached 
to  bis  father's  memory  counteracted  for  a  long  time  the 
onfavourable  effect  which  some  of  bis  own  actions  were 
calculated  to  produce  on  the  public  mind. 

The  procession  halted  before  a  large  Gothic  building 
in  the  centre  of  Dijon.  This  was  then  called  Klaison  du 
Due,  as,  after  the  union  of  Burgundy  with  France,  it  was 
termed  Maison  du  Roy.  The  Maire  of  Dijon  attended 
on  the  steps  before  this  palace,  accompanied  by  his  official 
brethren,  and  escorted  by  a  hundred  able-^bodied  citizens^ 
ia  black  velvet  cloaks,  bearing  half  pikes  in  their  hands. 
The  Maire  kneeled  to  kiss  the  stirrup  of  the  Duke,  and 
at  the  moment  when  Charles  descended  from  his  horse 
every  bell  in  the  city  commenced  so  thundering  a  pealy 
that  they  might  almost  have  awakened  the  dead  who  sk^pf 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  steeples,  whksh  rocked  with  their 
claiigor*  Under  the  influence  of  this  sttmnkig  peal  of 
wek^iae,  the  Duke  entered  the  gr^at  hall  of  tbe  build*' 
iligf  at  the  upper  end  of  wh»h  were  erected  a  throne  for 
the  sovereign,  seats  for  his  more  distinguisfaed  officers  of 
state  and  higher  vassals,  with  benches  behind  for  persons 
of  less  note.  On  one  of  these^  bet  in  it  spot  ft6m  wMch 
be  might  po^ess  »  commanding  view  of  the  whole  ilstem^ 
My,  9S  well  as  of  the  Duke  biraself^olvin  phiced  the 
noble  Englishman )  and  Charles^  whose  quick  stem  eye 
glanced  rapidly  o<rer  the  pmrty  whMi  tfa^  wew  ikmidf 
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seemed,  by  a  nod  so  slight  as  to  be  almost  imperceptible 
to  those  around  him,  to  give  his  approbation  •  of  the  ar- 
rangement adopted. 

When  the  Duke  and  his  assistants  were  seated  and  in 
order,  the  Mair^,  again  approaching,  in  the  most  humble 
manner,  and  kneeling  on  the  lowest  step  of  the  ducal 
throne,  requested  to  know  if  his  Highnesses  leisure  per- 
mitted him  to  hear  the  inhabitants  of  his  capital  express 
their  devoted  zeal  to  his  person,  and  to  accept  the  be- 
nevolence which,  in  the  shape  of  a  bilver  cup  filled  with 
gold  pieces,  he  had  the  distinguished  honour  to  place  be- 
fore his  feet,  in  name  of  the  citizens  an#  community  of 
Dijon. 

Charles,  who  at  no  time  afiected  much  courtesy,  an- 
swered briefly  and  bluntly,  with  a  voice  which  was  natu- 
rally harsh  and  dissonant,  "  All  things  in  their  order,  good 
Master  Maire.  Let  us  first  hear  what  the  Estates  of 
Burgundy  have  to  say  to  us  ;  we  will  then  listen  to  the 
burghers  of  Dijon." 

The  Maire  rose  and  retired,  bearing  in  his  hand  the 
silver  cup,  and  experiencing  probably  some  vexation,  as 
well  as  surprise,  that  its  contents  had  not  secured  an  in- 
stant and  gracious  acceptance. 

"  I  expected,"  said  Duke  Charles,  "  to  have  met  at  this 
hour  and  place  our  Estates  of  the  duchy  of  Burgundy, 
or  a  deputation  of  them,  with  an  answer  to  our  message 
conveyed  to  them  three  days  since  by  our  chancellor. .  Is 
there  no  one  here  on  their  part  ?" 

The  Maire,  as  none  else  made  any  attempt  to  answer, 
said  that  the  members  of  the  Estates  had  been  in  close 
deliberation  the  whole  of  that  morning,  and  doubtless 
would  instantly  wait  upon  his  Highness  when  they  heard 
that  he  had  honoured  the  town  with  his  presence. 

Go,  Toison  d'Or,"  said  the  Duke  to  the  herald  of  the 
order  of  the  Golden  Fleece,  ^  "  bear  to  these  gentlemen 
the  tidings  that  we  desire  to  know  the  end  of  their  delib-* 
rations ;  and  that  ]|^ither  in  courtesy  nor  in  loyalty  cat? 
they  expect  us  to  wait  long.  Be  round  with  them,  Sw 
Herald,  or  we  shall  be  as  round  with  you." 
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While  the  herald  was  absent  on  his  missk)n,  we  may 
'emind  our  readers,  that  in  all  feudalized  countries,  (that 
IS  to  say,  in  almost  all  Europe  during  the  middle  ages>) 
an  ardent  spirit  of  liberty  pervaded  the  constituticMi ;  and 
the  only  fault  that  could  be  found  was,  that  the  privil^cs 
and  freedom  for  which  the  great  vassals  contended  did 
not  sufficiently  descend  to  the  lower  orders  of  society,  or 
extend  protection  to  those  who  were  most  likely  to  need 
.it.  The  two  first  ranks  in  the  estate,  the  nobles  and 
clergy,  enjoyed  high  and  important  privileges,  and  even 
tlie  third  estate,  or  citizens,  had  this  immunity  in  pecu- 
liar, thai  no  new  duties,  customs,  or  taxes  of  any  kindj 
cduld  be  exacted  from  thetn  save  by  their  own  consent. 

The  memory  of  Duke  Philip,  the  fether  of  Charles, 
was  dear  to  the  Burgundians ;  for  during  twenty  years 
that  sage  prince  had  maintained  his  rank  amongst  the 
sovereigns  of  Europe  with  much  dignity,  and  had  accu* 
mulated  treasure  without  exacting  or  receiving  any  great 
increase  of  supplies  from  the  rich  countries  which  he 
governed.  But  the  extravagant  schemes  and  immod- 
erate expense  of  Duke  Charles  had  already  excited  the 
suspicion  of  his  Estates  ;  and  the  mutual  good- will 
betwixt  the  prince  and  people  began  to  be  exchanged  for 
suspicion  and  distrust  on  the  one  side,  and  defiance  on 
the  other.  The  refractory  disposition  of  the  Estates  had 
of  late  increased  ;  for  they  had  disapproved  of  various 
wars  in  which  their  Ehike  had  needlessly  embarked,  and 
from  his  levying  such  large  bodies  of  mercenary  troops, 
they  came  to  suspect  he  might  finally  employ  the  wealth 
voted  to  him  by  his  subjects,  for  the  undue  extension  of 
his  royal  prerogative,  and  the  destruction  of  the  liberties 
of  the  people. 

At  the  same  time,  the  Duke's  uniform  success  in  enter-* 
prises  which  appeared  desperate  as  well  as  diffi^h, 
psteem  for  the  frankness  and  openness  of  his  character, 
and  dread  of  the  obstinacy  and  headstrong  tendency  of  a 
temper  which  could  seldom  bear  persuasion,  and  never 
Endured  opposition,  still  threw  awe  and  terror  around  tiM 
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ibfODe,  which  waa  materiiJijr  aid«4  by  tbcaltftchaienr  of 
the  common  people  to  the  p«rsoQ  of  the  prasont  Duke 
and  to  the  memory  of  hi»  father.  It  had  been  under- 
stood,  that  upon  the  preaeat  oocasion  there  was  strong 
opposition  amongst  the  Estates  to  the  system  of  taxation 
proposed  on  the  part  of  the  Duke,  and  the  issue  was 
expected  with  considerable  anxiety  by  the  Duke's  coun- 
sellorsy  and  with  fretful  impatience  by  the  sovereign  him- 
self. 

After  a  space  of  about  ten  minutes  had  elapsed,  the 
Chancellor  of  Burgundy ^  who  waa  Archbishop  of  Vienne) 
and  a  prelate  of  high  rank,  enteiedi  tha  hall  with  bis 
train ;  and  passing  behind  the  dueal  throoa  to  eocupy 
one  of  the  most  distif^uifibed  pkutes  in  tbe^Msemblyi  he 
stopped  for  a  moment  to  urge  bis  maeter  to  reeeive  the 
answer  of  his  Estates  in  a  pf iv«te  manner*,  giving  him  at 
the  sanoe  time  to  understand,  that  the  resuh  of  the  delib- 
erations had  been  by  no  means  sati$&etory« 

'^  By  Saint  George  of  Burgundy,  my  Lord  Archbisb- 
op/'  answered  the  Duke^  sternly  and  aloudr  <<  we  are  not 
a  prince  of  a  mind  so  paltry  that  we  need  to  abun  the 
moody  looks  of  a  discontented  and  ifksoleet  Action.  If 
the  Estates  of  Burgundy  send  a  disobedient  and  disloyal 
answer  to  our  patenial  message,  let  tliem  deliver  it  in 
open  court,  that  the  assembled  people  may  learn  how  to 
decide  between  their  Duke  and  those  petty  yet  intriguing 
S{Mrits,  who  would  interfere  with  our  authority." 

The  chancellor  bowed  gravely,  and  took  his  seat ; 
while  the  English  Earl  dbserved,  that  most  of  the  mem* 
berS'Of  the  assembly,  excepting  socb  as  in  doing  so  could 
not  escape  the  Duke's  notice,  passed  some  observations 
to  their  neighbours,  which  were  received  with  a  half- 
expressed  nod,  shrugs  or  shake  of  the  bead,  as  men 
tm^  a  proposal  upon  wUch  it  is  dangerous  to  decide. 
At  the  same  time,  Toisoa  d'Or,  who  acted  as  master  of 
the  ceremonies,  introduced  into  the  hall  a  committee  of 
the  Estates,  consisting  of  twelve  members,  four  from 
wmh  branch  of  the  Estates,  announced  as  empowered  to 
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Burgundy. 

.  When  the  ifapntation  eauered  the  hall,  Charles  aroee 
firoin  bis  throne^  accordkig  to  ancient  custom,  and  taking 
firecn  his  bead  li^  bxinet,  ohwged  with  a  huge  pluoae  of 
feathers, ''  Health,  and  velconie/^  be  said,.  ^'  to  my  good< 
subjects  of  the  Estates  of  Burgundy !"  All  the  nume-* 
rous  train  of.  courtiers  rme  and  uocorerod  their  hea(k< 
with  the  same  ceveraony.  The  members  of  the  states 
then  dropt  on  ene  knee,  the  four  eodesiastics,  among' 
whom  Oxfoitl  recognised  the  Black  Priest  of  St.  Paul's, 
a{^roaehitig  nearest  to  the  Duke's  person,  the  noUes 
kneeling  belitnd  tliem^  and  the  burgesses  in  the  rear  of 
the  whole. 

''  Noble  Duke,"  s^  d]e  Prie^  of  St.  Paul's,  '<  wifl  it 
best  please  you  to  hear  the  answer  of  your  good  and 
loyal  Estates  o£  Burgundy  by  the  voice  of  one  meniber 
Speaking  for  the  whole,  or  by  three  pei*sons,  each  deliv^ 
ering  the  seme  of  the  body  to  which  he  belongs?" 

"  As  you.  wiU,"  said  the  Duke  of  Burgundy. 

^^A  priest,  a  noble,  and  a  free  burgher,"  said  th« 
churchman,  still  on  one  knee,  ^  will  addnss  your  High« 
ness  in  sucoosskhi.  For  though,  blessed  be  the  Godk 
who  leads  brethren  to  dwell  together  in  unity  !  we  are 
agreed  in  the  general  answer,  yet  each  body  of  lim 
Estates  may  have  special  and  separate  reasons  to  alleg0 
for  the  common  opinion." 

'<  We  will  hear  you  separately,"  said  Dnke  Charles^ 
casting  his  hat  upon  his  head,  and  tliiowing  himself  c«re« 
lessly  bade  into  bis  seat«  At  the  same  lime,  all  who 
were  ot  noble:  blood,  whether  m  the  eommstiee  or 
amongst  the  spectators,  vouched  their  right  to  be  peers 
af  their  sovereign  by  assuming  their  bonnets  y  and  a  dbod 
ef  waving  pkimes  at  once  added  grace  and  dignity  to 
the  assembly. 

When  the  Duke  nesumed  his  seat,  the  deputstkn 
arose  from  their  knees,  and  the  Bhfck  Priest  of  St* 
Peul'a,  again  stepping  fiMrth,  addresaed  bin  in  tfiese 
vorda>**» 
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'  '<  Mf  Lofd  Duke;  your  lo^l  and  bkUiil  dergjr  hav« 
considered  your  Highness's  proposal  to  lay  a  laUtage  oa 
jpour  peof^,  in  order  to  make  war  on  the  confederate 
Cantons  in  the  country  of  the  Alps.  The  quarrel,  my 
liege  lord,  seems  to  your  clergy  an  unjust  and  oppressive 
6ne  on  your  Highness's  part ;  nor  can  they  hope  thst 
God  will  bless  those  who  arm  in  it.  They  are  therefore 
oompelled  to.  reject  your  Highness's  proposal." 

The  Dukei's  eye  lowered  gloomily  on  the  deliverer  of 
this  unpalatal^  message.  He  shook  his  head  with  one 
of  those  stem  and  menacing  looks  which  the  harsh  com- 
position of  his  features  rendered  them  peculiarly  qualified 
to  express.  '^  You  have  spoken^  Sar  Priest/'  was  the 
only  reply  which  he  deigned  to  make. 

One  of  the  four  nobles,  the  ^  Sire  de  Myrebeau,  then 
expressed  himself  thus  : — 

.  ^<  Your  Highness  has  asked  of  your  faithful  nobles  to 
consent  to  new  imposts  and  exactions,  to  be  levied 
through  Burgundy,  for  the  raising  of  additioiral  bands  oi 
hired  soldiers  for  the  maintenance  of  the  quarrels  of  the 
irtate.  My  lord,  the  swords  of  the  Burgundiaf^  nobles, 
knights,  and  gentlemen,  have  been  ever  at  your  High- 
ness's conHnand,  as  those  of  our  ancestors  have  been 
readily  wielded  for  your  predecessors.  In  your  Hi^ 
Bess's  just  quarrel  we  will  go  farther,  and  fight  firmery 
than  any  hired  fellows  who  can  be  procured,  whether 
from  France,  or  Germany,  or  Italy.  We  will  not  give 
our  consent  that  the  people  should  be  taxed  for  paying 
mercenaries  to  discharge  that  military  duty  which  it  is 
alike  otir  pride  and  our  exckisive  privilege  to  rwider." 

'<  You  have  spoken.  Sire  de  Myrebeau,"  were  again 
the  only  words  of  the  Duke's  reply.  He  uttered  them 
slowly  and  with  deliberation,  as  if  afiraid  lest  some  phrase 
of  imprudent  violence  should  escape  along  with  what  he 
purposed  to  say.  Oxford  thought  he  cast  a  glance 
iowaids  him  before  he  spoke,  as  U*  the  consciousoess  of 
bis  presence  was  some  additional,  restraint  on  his  passion. 
^  Now^  Heaven  grant,"  he  said  to  himself,  *^  that  this 
opposition  may  work  its  proper  effect,  and  induce  the 
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Duke  to  renounce  an  imprudent  attempt,  so  hazardous 
ind  so  unnecessary  !" 

While  he  muttered  these  thoughts,  the  Duke  made  a 
sign  to  one  of  the  tiers  eiaty  or  commons,  to  speak  in  bis 
turn.  The  person  who  obeyed  the  signal  was  Martin 
Block,  a  wealtliy  butcher  and  grazier  of  Dijon.  His 
w<Mrds  were  these : — <'  Noble  Prince,  our  fathers  were 
the  dutiful  subjects  of  your  predecessors ;  we  are  tlie 
same  to  you  ;  our  children  will  be  alike  the  liegemen  of 
your  successors.  But,  touching  the  request  your  chan- 
cellor has  made  to  us,  it  is  such  as  our  ancestors  never 
complied  with ;  such  as  we  are  determined  to  refuse,  and 
such  as  will  never  be  conceded  by  the  Estates  of  Bur- 
gundy, to  any  prince  whatsoever,  even  to  the  end  of 
time." 

Charles  had  borne  witB  impatient  silence  the  speeches 
of  the  two  former  orators,  but  this  blunt  and  hardy  reply 
of  the  third  Estate,  excited  him  beyond  what  liis  nature 
could  endure.  He  gave  way  to  the  impetuosity  of  liis 
disposition,  stamped  on  the  floor  till. the  throne  shook, 
and  the  high  vault  rung,  over  their  heads,  and  overwheha- 
ed  the  bold  burgher  with  reproaches.  '^  Beast  of  Bur- 
den," he  said,  *'  am  I  to  be  stunned  with  thy  braying, 
too?  The  nobles  may  claim  leave  to  speak,  for  they 
can  fight;  the  clergy  may  use  their  tongues,  for  it  is 
their  trade  ;  but  thou,  that  hast  never  shed  blood,  save 
that  of  bullocks,  more  stupid  than  thou  art  thyself — must 
thou  and  thy  herd  come  hither,  privileged,  forsooth,  to 
bellow  at  a  prince's  footstool  ?  Know,  brute  as  thou  art, 
that  steers  are  never  introduced  ipto  temples  but  to  be 
sacrificed,  or  butchers  and  mechanics  brought  before  their 
sovereign,  save  that  they  may  have  the  honour  to  supply 
the  public  wants  from  their  own  swelling  hoards  !" 

A  mm-raur  of  displeasure,  which  even  the  terror  of  the 
Duke's  wrath  could  not  repress,  ran  through  the  audien<;e 
at  these  words ;  and  the  burgher  of  Pijon,  a  sturdy  pie- 
bian,  replied,  with  little  reverence, — **  Oiur  purses,  my 
Lord  Duke,  are  our  own — we  will  not  put  the  strings  ol 
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tbem  into  your  HigiMiess^i  hands^  unlets  we  are  tfatiiifiad 
with  the  purposes  to  which  the  money  is  to  be  applied  9 
and  we  know  well  how  to  protect  our  persoos  and  our 
goods  against  foreign  ruffians  and  plunderers." 

Charles  was  on  the  point  of  ordering  the  deputy  to  W 
arrested,  when,  having  cast  his  eye  towards  the  Earl  of 
Oxford,  whose  presence,  in  despite  of  himself,  imposed  a 
certain  degree  o(  restraint  upon  him,  be  exchanged  that 
piece  of  imprudence  (ot  another. 

*<  1  see,"  he  said,  addressing  the  committee  of  Estates, 
**  that  you  are  all  leagued  to  disappoint  my  purposes,  and 
doubtless  to  deprive  me  of  all  the  power  of  a  sovereign, 
save  that  of  wearing  a  coronet,  and  being  served  on  tlie 
knee  like  a  second  Charles  the  Simple,  while  the  Es* 
tates  of  my  kingdom  divide  the  power  among  them« 
But  you  shall  know  that  you  have  to  do  with  Charles  of 
Burgundy,  a  prince,  who,  though  he  has  deigned  to 
consult  you,  is  fully  able  to  fight  battles  without  the  aid 
of  his  nobles,  since  they  refuse  him  the  assistance  of  their 
swords-^to  defray,  the  expense  without  the  help  of  his 
sordid  burghers — and,  it  may  be,  to  find  out  a  path  to 
heaven  without  the  assistance  of  an  ungrateful  priesthood. 
I  will  show  all  that  are  here  present,  how  little  my  mind 
is  affected,  or  my  purpose  changed,  by  your  seditious 
reply  to  the  message  with  which  I  honoured  you#— Here, 
Toison  d'Or,  admit  into  our  presence  these  men  from  the 
confederated  towns  and  cantons,  as  they  call  tfaeiiiseltires, 
of  Switzerland." 

Oxford,  and  all  who  really  interested  themselves  in  the 
Duke's  wel&re,  heard,  with  the  utmost  apprehension,  bis 
resolution  to  give  an  audience  to  the  Swiss  Envoys,  pre« 
possessed  as  he  was  against  them,  and  in  the  moment 
when  his  mood  was  chafed  to  the  uttemxist  by  the  refu- 
sal of  the  Estates  to  grant  him  supplies.  They  were 
aware  that  obstacles  opposed  to  the  current  of  his  pas- 
sion, were  like  rocks  in  the  bed  of  a  river,  whose  course 
they  cannot  interrupt,  while  they  provoke  it  to  rage  and 
foam.  All  were  sensible  that  the  die  was  east,  but  none 
who  were  not  endowed  with  more  than  moifa}  preseienoei 
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eoiild  have  imagiDed  how  deep  was  the  pledge  which 
depended  upoD  it.  Oxford,  in  particulari  conceived  that 
the  execution  of  his  plan  of  a  descent  upon  England,  was 
the  principal  point  compromised  by  the  Duke  in  his  rash 
obstinacy;  but  he  suspected  not — he  dreamed  not  of 
supposing — that  the  life  of  Charles  himself,  and^  the  inde- 
pendence of  Burgundy  as  a  separate  kingdom,  hung 
quivering  in  the  same  scales. 


CHAPTER  X. 

Why,  'Us  B  boisterous  and  cniel  style, 

A  style  for  challeMgefs.    Why,  she  defies  us, 

Like  Turk  to  Cbristiaa^ 

At  You  Like  ML 

The  doors  of  the  hall  were  now  opened  to  the  Swiss 
deputies,  who  for  the  preceding  hour  had  been  kept  in 
attendance  on  the  outside  of  the  building,  without  receiv- 
ing the  slightest  of  those  attentions,  which  among  civil- 
ized nations  are  universally  paid  to  the  representatives  of 
a  foreign  state.  Indeed,  their  very  appearance,  dressed 
in  coarse  grey  frocks,  like  mountain  hunters  or  shepherds, 
in  the  midst  of  an  assembly  blazing  with  divers-coloured 
garments,  gold  and  silver  lace,  embroidery,  and  precious 
stones,  served  to  confirm  the  idea  that  they  could  only 
have  come  hither  in  the  capacity  of  the  most  humble 
petitioners. 

Oxford,  however,  who  watched  closely  the  deportment 
of  his  late  fellow-travellers,  failed  not  to  observe  that 
they  retained  each  in  his  own  pei-son  the  character  of 
firmness  and  indifference  which  formerly  distinguished 
them.  Rudolph  Donnerliugel  preserved  his  bold  and 
haughty  look  ;  the  Banneret,  the  military  indifference 
which  made  him  look  with  apparent  apathy  on  all  around 
him  ;  the  burgher  of  Soleure  was  as  formal  and  import 
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tot  as  ever ;  nor  did  any  of  the  three  show  theniseWes 
affected  in  the  slightest  degree  by  the  splendour  of  the 
scene  around  them,  or  embarrassed  by  the  consideration 
of  their  own  comparative  inferiority  of  appointments. 
But  the  noble  Landamman,  on  whom  Qxford  chiefly 
bent  his  attention,  seemed  overwhelmed  with  a  sense  of 
the  precsflrious  state  in  which  his  country  was  placed ; 
fearing;  from  the  rude  and  unhonoured  manner  in  which 
they  were  received,  that  war  was  unavoidable,  while,  at 
t(ie  same  time,  like  a  good  patriot,  he  mourned  over  the 
consequences  of  ruin  to  the  freedom  of  his  country  by 
defeat,  or  injury  to  her  simplicity  and  virtuous  indiffer- 
ence of  wealth,  by  the  introduction  of  foreign  luxuries 
and  the  evils  attending  on  conquest. 

Well  acquainted,  with  the  opinions  of  Arnold  Bieder- 
man,  Oxford  could  easily  explain  his  sadness,  while  his 
coiniade  Bonstetten,  less  capable  of  comprehending  his 
friend's  feelings,  looked  at  him  with  the  expression  which 
may  be  seen  in  the  countenance  of  a  faithful  dog,  when 
the  feature  indicates  sympathy  with  his  master's  melan* 
choly,  though  unable  to  ascertain  or  appreciate  its  cause. 
A  'ick  of  wonder  now  and  then  glided  around  the  splen- 
did assembly  on  the  part  of  all  the  forlorn  group,  except- 
ing Donnerhugel  and  the  Landamman  ;  for  the  indomita- 
hi**  j^ride  of  the  one,  and  the  steady  patriotism  of  the 
ctliei ,  could  not  for  even  an  instant  be  diverted  by  exter- 
nal cbjects  from  their  own  deep  and  stern  reflections. 

After  a  silence  of  nearly  five  minutes,  the  Duke  spoke, 
wiiii  the  haughty  and  harsh  manner  which  he  might 
iinnijine  belonged  to  his  place,  and  which  certainly  ex- 
pressed his  character. 

"  Yan  of  Berne,  of  Schwitz,  or  of  whatever  hamlet 
and  wilderness  you  may  represent,  know  that  we  had  not 
honoured  you,  rebels  as  you  are  to  the  dominion  of  yofir 
Invful  superiors,  with  an  audience  in  our  own  presence, 
but  for  the  intercession  of  a  well-esteemed  friend,  who 
bas  sojourned  among  your  mountains,  and  whom  you 
may  know  by  the  name  of  Philipson,  an  Englishman, 
following  the  trade  of  a  merchant,  and  charged  with  cer- 
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tain  valuable  matters  of  traffic  to  our  court.  Tu  his  in- 
rercession  we  have  so  far  given  way,  that  instead  of  cx)in- 
manding  you,  according  to  your  dements,  to  tlie  gibbet 
and  the  wheel  in  the  Place  de  Morimont,  we  have  con* 
descended  to  receive  you  into  our  own  presence,  sitting 
in  our  cour  pUnicrty  to  hear  from  you  such  submission  as 
you  can  offer  for  your  outrageous  storm  of  our  town  of 
La  Ferette,  the  slaughter  of  many  of  our  liegemen,  and 
the  deliberate  murder  of  the  tioble  knight,  Archibald  of* 
Hagenbach,  executed  in  your  presence,  and  by  your 
countenance  and  device.  Speak — if  you  can  say  aught 
in  defence  of  your  felony  and  treason,  either  to  deprecate 
just  punishment,  or  crave  undeserved  mercy." 

The  Landamman  seemed  about  to  answer;  but  Ru* 
dolph  Donnerhugel,  with  his  characteristic  boldness  and 
hardihood,  took  the  task  of  reply  on  himself.  He  con* 
fronted  the  proud  Duke  with  an  eye  unappalled,  and  a 
countenance  as  stern  as  his  own. 

"  We  came  not  here,'*  he  said,  "  to  compromise  our 
own  honour,  or  the  dignity  of  the  free  people  whom  we 
represent,  by  pleading  guilty  in  their  name,  or  our  own, 
to  crimes  of  which  we  are  innocent.  And  when  you 
term  us  rebels,  you  must  remember,  that  a  long  tfain  of 
victories,  whose  history  is  written  in  the  noblest  blood  of 
Austria,  has  restored  to  the  confederacy  of  our  commu- 
nities theTreedom,  of  which  an  unjust  tyranny  in  vain  at- 
tempted to  deprive  us.  While  Austria  was  a  just  and 
beneficent  mistress,  we  served  her  with  our  lives  ; — ^when 
she  became  oppressive  and  tyrannical,  we  assumed  inde- 
pendence. If  she  has  aught  yet  to  claim  from  u6,  the 
descendants  of 'Tell,  Faust,  and  Staufbaucher  will  be  as 
ready  to  assert  their  liberties  as  their  fatiiers  were  to  gain 
them.  Your  Grace — if  such  be  your  title— has  no  con- 
cern with  any  dispute  betwixt  us  and  Austria.  For  your 
threats  of  gibbet  and  wheel,  we  are  here  defenceless 
men,  on  whom  you  may  work  your  pleasure  ;  but  we 
know  how  to  die,  and  our  countrymen  know  how  to 
avenge  us." 

Tlie  fiery  Duke  would  have  replied  by  commandmg  th« 
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instant  arrest,  and  probably  the  kncBediate  execution,  of 
the  whole  deputation.  But  bis  chancellory  availing  him- 
self of  the  privilege  of  his  office,  rose,  and  doffing  his 
cap  with  a  deep  reverence  to  the  Duke,  requested  leave 
to  reply  to  the  misproud  young  man,  who  had,  he  said, 
so  greatly  mistaken  the  purpose  of  his  Uighness's  speech. 

Charles,  feeling  perhaps  at  tlie  moment  too  much  irri- 
tated to  form  a  calm  decision,  threw  himself  back  in  his 
ehair  of  state,  and  with  an  impatient  and  angry  nod,  gave 
his  chancellor  permission  to  speak. 

"  Young  man,"  said  that  high  officer,  "  you  have  mis- 
taken  the  meaning  of  the  high  and  mighty  sovereign,  ia 
whose  presence  you  stand.  Whatever  be  the  lawful 
rights  of  Austria  over  the  revolted  villages  which  imve 
6ung  off  their  allegiance  to  their  native  superior,  we  have 
no  call  to  enter  on  that  argument.  But  that  for  which 
Burgundy  demands  your  answer,  is  wherefore,  coming 
here  in  the  guise,  and  with  the  character,  of  peaceful  en- 
voys, on  affairs  touching  your  own  communities  and  the 
rights  of  the  Duke's  subjects,  you  have  raised  war  in  our 
peaceful  dominions,  stormed  a  fortress,  massacred  its 
garrison,  and  put  to  death  a  noble  knight,  its  commander  t 
— all  of  them  actions  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations,  and 
highly  deserving  of  the  punishment  with  which  you  have 
been  justly  threatened,  but  with  which  I  hope  our  gracious 
sovereign  will  dispense,  if  you  express  some  sufficient 
reason  for  such  outrageous  insolencej  with  an  offer  of  due 
submission  to  iiis  Highness's  pleasure,  and  satisfactory 
reparation  for  such  a  high  injury." 

"  You  are  a  priest,  grave  sir  ?"  answered  Rudolph 
Donnerhugel,  addressing  the  Chancellor  of  Burgundy. 
'^  If  there  be  a  soldier  in  this  assembly  who  will  avouch 
your  charge,  I  challenge  him  to  the  combat,  man  to  man« 
We  did  not  storm  the  garrison  of  La  Ferette — we  were 
admitted  into  the  gates  in  a  peaceful  manner,  and  were 
jhere  instantly  surrounded  by  the  soldiers  of  the  late  Ar- 
chibald de  Hagenbach,  with  the  obvious  purpose  of  as* 
saulting  and  murdering  us  on  our  peaceful  mission.  I 
psomia^  JFOU  there  bad  biaea  oewa  of  more  men  d jing 
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di«Q  iir.  BlU  aA  upioar  beoke  oui  atmmg  tbe  lobabkaMte 
of  the  lQwn>  tssiated)  I  believe,  by  m%ny  neigbb6iM$>  to 
whom  tbe  insolence  and  oppression  of  AJrebilMkid  de  H»* 
geobacb  bail  become  odiou»,  as  to  all  who  were  within 
his  reach*  We  reiulered  them  no  assistance  ;  and,  I 
trusty  it  w?s  not  expected  that  we  should  interfere  in  th^ 
favour  of  luen  who  had.  stood  prepared  to  do  the  worst 
against  ur.  But  not  a  pike  or  sword  belonging  to  us  oi 
our  attendants  was  dipped  in  'Burgundian  blood.  Archi* 
bald  de  Uagenbach  perished,  it  is  true,  on  a  scaffi)ld,  and 
I  saw  him  die  with  pleasuire,  under  a  sentence  pronounced 
by  a  competent  court,  such  as  is  recognised  in  Westph** 
lia,  and  its  dependencies  on  this  side  of  the  Rhine.  I 
am  not  obliged  to  vindicate  their  pcoeeedings ;  but  I  aver, 
that  the  Duke  has  received  full  pvoof  of  his  regular  sen* 
tence ;  and,  io  fine,  that  it  was  a«»ply  deserved  by  op- 
pression, tyranny,  and  foul  abuse  of  his  authority,  I  will 
uphold  against  all  gainsayers,  with  the  body  of  a  nsiaa. 
There  lies  my  glove.** 

And,  with  an  action  suited  to  tbe  language  be  used^ 
the  stem  Swiss  flung  his  right»han<i  glove  on  the  floor  of 
the  hall.  In  the  spirit  of  the  age,  with  the  love  of  dis- 
tinction in  arms  which  it  nourishedy  and  perhaps  with  tbe 
desire  of  gaining  the  Duke's  favour,  tliiere  was  a  general 
motion  among  the  young  Burgundians  to  accept  the  chal* 
lenge,  and  more  than  six  tr  eij^ht  gloves  were  hastily 
do^d  by  the  young  knights  present,  those  who  were 
more  remote  flinging  them  over  the  beads  of  the  nearest, 
and  each  proclaiming  his  name  and  title  as  be  proffered 
the  gage  of  combat. 

<<  I  set  at  all,"  said  the  daring  young  Swiss,  gatfaermg 
the  guaiitlets  as  they  fell  clashing  aroiHid  him.  ^'  More, 
gentlemen,  more  !  a  glove  for  every  finger!  eome  on, 
one  at  once — ^fair  lists,  equal  judges  of  the  field,  the  com-* 
bat  on  foot,  and  the  weapons  two-banded  swords,  and  I 
will  not  budge  for  a  score  of  you." 

'^  Hold^  gentlemen  ;  on  your  allegiance,  bold  !"  said 
the  Ddke,  gratified  at  tbe  same  tinie^  and  somewbat  ap- 
9eased,  by  tbe  zeal  wUch  was  displi^ed  kt  hiftoaiw 
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moTed  by  the  strain  of  reckless  bravery  evinced  by  the 
challenger,  with  a  hardihood  akin  to  his  own — ^perhaps 
also  not  unwilling  to  display,  in  the  view  of  his  cour 
pUnierey  more  temperance  than  he  had  been  at  first  ca- 
pable of.  "  Hold,  I  command  you  all. — ^Toison  d'Or, 
gather  up  these  guantlets;  and  return  them  each  to  his 
owner.  God  and  St.  George  forbid  that  we  should  hazard 
the  life  of  even  the  least  of  our  noble  Burgundian  gentry 
against  such  a  churl  as  this  Swiss  peasant,  who  never  so 
much  as  mounted  a  horse,  and  knows  not  a  jot  of  knightly 
courtesy,  or  the  grace  of  chivalry. — Carry  your  vulgar 
brawls  elsewhere,  young  man,  and  know  that,  on  the 
present  occasion,  the  Place  Morimont  were  your  only 
fitting  lists,  and  the  hangman  your  meet  antagonist.  And 
you,  sirs,  his  companions — whose  behaviour  in  suffering 
this  swaggerer  to  take  the  lead  amongst  you,  seems  to 
show  that  the  laws  of  nature,  as  well  as  of  society,  are 
inverted,  and  that  age  is  preferred  to  youth,  as  gentry  to 
peasants — ^you  white-bearded  men,  I  say,  is  there  none  of 
you  who  can  speak  your  errand  in  such  language  as  it 
becomes  a  sovereign  prince  to  listen  to  ?" 

"  God  {qfhid  else,"  said  the  Landamman,  stepping  for- 
ward and  silencing  Rudolph  Donnerhugel,  who  was  com- 
mencing an  answer  of  defiance — "  God  forbid,"  he  said, 
"  Noble  Duke,  that  we  should  not  be  able  to  speak  so  as 
to  be  understood  before  your  Highness,  since,  I  trust,  we 
shall  speak  the  language  of  truth,  peace,  and  justice. 
Nay,  should  it  incline  your  Highness  to  listen  to  us  the 
more  favourably  for  our  humility,  I  am  willing  to  humble 
myself  rather  than  you  should  shun  to  hear  us.  For  my 
own  part,  I  can  truly  say,  that,  though  I  have  lived,  and 
by  firee  choice  have  resolved  to  die,  a  husbandman  and  a 
hunter  on  the  Alps  of  the  Unterwald,  I  m<iy  claim  by 
birth  the  hereditary  right  to  speak  before  Dukes  and 
Kings,  and  the  Emperor  himself.  There'  is  no  one,  my 
Lord  Duke,  in  this  proud  assembly^  who  derives  his  de- 
scent from  a  nobler  source  than  Geierstein." 

"  We  have  heard  of  you,"  said  the  Duke.  **  Men  call 
fou  the  peasant-coimt.     Your  birth  is  your  shame ;  o 
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perfiaps  your  mother's,  if  your  father  had  happened  t* 
have  a  handsome  ploughman,  the  fitting  father  ol  one  who 
has  become  a  willing  serf." 

^<  No  serf,  my  lord,"  answered  the  Landamman,  **  but 
a  freeman,  who  will  neither  oppress  others,  nor  be  him* 
self  tyrannized  over.  My  father  was  a  noble  lord,  my 
mother  a  most  virtuous  lady.  But  1  will  not  be  provoked, 
by  taunt  or  scornful  jest,  to  refrain  from  stating  ivith  calm* 
ness  what  my  country  has  given  me  in  charge  to  say. 
The  inhabitants  of  the  bleak  and  inhospitable  regions  of 
the  Alps  desire,  mighty  sir,  to  remain  at  peace  with  all 
their  neighbours,  and  to  enjoy  the  government  they  have 
chosen,  as  best  fitted  to  their  condition  and  habits,  leav- 
ing all  other  states  and  countries  to  their  free-will  in  the 
same  respects.  Especially,  they  desire  to  remain  at  peace 
and  in  unity  with  the  princely  House  of  Burgundy,  whose 
dominions  approach  their  possessions  on  so  many  points. 
My  lord,  they  desire  it,  they  entreat  it,  they  even  consent 
to  pray  for  it.  We  have  been  termed  stubborn,  intracta- 
ble, and  insolent  contemners  of  authority,  and  headers  of 
sedition  and  rebellion.  In  evidence  of  the  contrary,  my 
Lord  Duke,  I,  who  never  bent  a  knee  but  to  Heaven, 
feel  no  dishonour  in  kneeling  before  your  Highness,  as 
befoi-e  a  sovereign  prince  in  the  cour  pUniere  of  his  do- 
minions, where  he  has  a  right  to  exact  homage  from  his 
subjects  out  of  duty,  and  from  strangers  out  of  courtesy. 
No  vain  pride  of  mine,"  said  the  ndble  old  man,  his  eyes 
swelling  with  tears,  as  he  knelt  on  one  knee,  "  shall 
.prevent  me  from  personal  humiliation,  when  peace— that 
blessed  peace,  so  dear  to  God,  so  inappreciably  valuable 
to  man — is  in  danger  of  being  broken  oflf." 

The  whole  assembly,  even  the  Duke  himself,  were 
affected  by  the  noble  and  stately  manner  in  which  the 
brave  old  man  made  a  genuflection,  which  was  obviously 
dictated  by  neither  meanness  nor  timidity.  "  Arise,  sir,'' 
said  Charles ;  **  if  we  have  said  aught  which  can  wound 
your  private  feelings,  we  retract  it  as  publicly  as  the  re- 
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!)roach  was  spoken,  and  sit  prepared  to  hear  you,  as  a 
air-meaning  envoy." 

"  For  that,  my  noble  Lord,  thanks  ;  and  I  shall  hold 
It  a  blessed  day,  if  I  can  find  words  worthy  of  the  cause 
I  have  to  plead.  My  lord,  a  schedule  in  your  Highness's 
hands  has  stated  the  sense  of  many  injuries  received  at  the 
hand  of  your  Highness's  officers,  and  those  of  Romont, 
Count  of  Savoy,  your  strict  ally  and  adviser,  we  have  a 
right  to  suppose,  under  your  Highness's  countenance. 
For  Count  Romont — he  has  already  felt  with  whom  he 
has  to  contend  ;  but  we  have  as  yet  taken  no  measures 
to  avenge  injuries,  affircnts,  interruptions  to  our  commerce, 
from  those  who  have  availed  themselves  of  your  High- 
ness's authority  to  intercept  our  countrymen,  spoil  our 
goods,  impress  their  persons,  and  even,  in  some  instances, 
take^heir  lives.  The  affi*ay  at  La  Ferette — I  can  vouch 
for  what  I  saw — ^had  no  origin  or  abettance  from  us ; 
nevertheless,  it  is  impossible  an  independent  nation  can 
suffer  the  repetition  of  such  injuries,  and  free  and  inde- 
pendent we  are  determined  to  remain,  or  to  die  in  defence 
of  our  rights.  What  then  must  follow,  unless  your  High- 
ness listens  to  the  terms  which  I  am  commissioned  to 
offer  ?  War,  a  war  to  extermination  ;  for  so  long  as  one 
of  our  confederacy  can  wield  a  halberd,  so  long,  if  this 
fatal  strife  once  commences,  there  will  be  war  betwixt 
your  powerful  realms  and  our  poor  and  barren  states.  And 
what  can  the  noble  Duke  of  Burgundy  gain  by  such  a 
strife  ? — is  it  wealth  and  plunder  ?  Alas,  my  Lord,  there 
is  more  gold  and  silver  on  the  veiy  bridle-bits  of  your 
Highness's  household  troops,  than  can  be  found  in  the" 
public  treasures  or  private  hoards  of  our  whole  confede- 
racy. Is  It  fame  and  glory  you  aspire  to  ?  There  is 
little  honour  to  be  won  by  a  numerous  army  over  a  few 
scattered  bands,  by  men  clad  in  mail  over  half-armed 
husbandmen  and  shepherds — of  such  conquest  small  were 
the  glory.  But  if,  as  all  Christian  men  believe,  and  as 
It  is  tUe  constant  trust  of  my  countrymen,  from  memory 
of  the  times  of  our  fathers, — if  the  Lord  of  Hosts  should 
cast  the  balance  m  behalf  of  the  fewer  numbers  and 
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worse-armed  party,  I  leave  it  with  yoor  Highness  lo 

judge,  what  would,  in  that  event,  be  the  dimiBUtion  of 
worship  and  fame.  Is  it  extent  of  vassalage  and  domiiiimi 
your  Highness  desires,  by  warring  with  your  moiintain 
neighbours  ?  Know  that  you  may,  if  it  be  God's  will, 
gain  our  barren  and  rugged  mountains ;  but,  like  our  an* 
cestors  of  old,  we  will  seek  refuge  in  wilder  and  more 
distant  solitudes,  and  when  we  have  resisted  \o  the  last, 
we  will  starve  jn  the  icy  wastes  of  the  Glacial.  Ay, 
men,  women,  and  children,  we  will  be  frozen  into  annihi- 
lation together,  ere  one  free  Switzer  will  acknowledge  a 
foreign  master.-' 

The  speech  of  the  Landamman  made  an  obvious  im* 
pre^sion  on  the  assembly.  The  Duke  observed  it,  and 
bis  hereditary  obstinacy  was  irritated  by  the  general  dis- 
position which  he  saw  entertained  in  favour  of  the  ana* 
bassador.  This  evil  principle  overcame  some  impressioD 
which  the  address  of  the  noble  Biederman  bad  not  failed 
to  make  upon  him.  He  answered  with  a  lowering  brow, 
interrupting. the  old  man  as  he  was  about  to  continue  his 
speech, — **  You  argue  falsely.  Sir  Count,  or  Sir  Lan- 
damman, or  by  whatever  name  you  call  yourself,  if  you 
thmk  we  war  on  you  from  any  hope  of  spoil,  or  any  de- 
sire of  glory.  We  know  as  well  as  you  can  tell  us,  that 
there  is  neither  , profit  nor  fame  to  be  achieved  by  con* 
quering  you.  But  sovereigns,  to  whom  Heaven  has  given 
the  power,  must  root  out  a  band  of  robbers^  though  there 
is  dishonour  in  measuring  swords  with  them  ;  and  we 
hunt  to  death  a  herd  of  wolves,  though  their  flesh  is  car- 
rion, and  their  skins  are  nought*" 

The  Landamman  shook  his  grey  head,  and  replied, 
without  testifying  emotion,  and  even  with  something  ap- 
proaching to  a  smile, — *^  I  am  an  older  woodsman  than 
you,  my  Lord  Duke — and,  it  may  be,*  a  more  experi- 
enced one.  The  boldest,  the  hardiest  hunter,  will  not 
safely  drive  the  wolf  to  his  den.  I  have  shown  your 
Highness  the  poor  chance  of  gain,  and  the  great  risk  of 
loss,  which  even  you,  powerfiil  as  you  are,  must  incur  by 
risking  a  war  vrith  determined  and  deflqpemte  men.     Let 
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Me  SMT  f«fl  whftl  we  ftre  <willmg  to  do  to  secure  a  sincere 
aod  laatMig  peace  wilh  our  powerful  nmgbbour  of  Bur- 
fpmif*  ¥onr  Gh«ce  b  ia  the  act  of  engrossing  Lorraine, 
and  it  Menu  pgrobaMe,  under  so  vigorous  and  enterprising 
^  i^riaee,  yoiur  authority  may  be  extended  to  the  shores 
ef  tfaa  Medijt8ivaBeao~be  our  noUe  fHend  apd  sincere 
ally,  and  oar  mounti^ns,  defended  by  warriors  famifiar 
ivitii  Tictofy,  w3l  foe  your  barriers  agdnst  Germany  arid 
Italy.  For  your  sake  we  wiH  admit  the  Count  of  Savoy 
to  teims,  and  aestore  to  him  our  conquests,  on  such  con- 
ditiqns  as  your  Highiiess  shall  yourself  judge  reasonable. 
Of  past  subjects  of  offence  on  the  part  of  your  lieuten- 
ants aad  governors  upon  the  frontier,  we  will  be  silent, 
$o  wp  have  assurance  of  no  such  aggressions  ip  future. 
Kay,  more,  and  it  is  my  last  and  proudest  ollbr,  we  will 
send  three  thousand  of  our  youth  to  assist  your  Highness 
in  any  ^pur  which  you  may  engage  in,  whether  against 
Louis  of  France,  or  the  Emperor  of  Germany.  They 
i|fe  a  diflerent  set  of  men — proudly  and  truly  may  I  state 
il^fipom  tfaescum  of  Germany  and  Italy,  who  form  them- 
selves into  mepoenary  bands  of  soldiers.  And,  if  Heaveq 
aheqld  deeide  your  Highness  to  accept  our  ofier,  there 
wiK  be  one  corps  in  your  army  which  will  leave  their 
oareasses  on  the  field  ere  a  man  of  them  break  their 
plighted  troth." 

A  swartliy,  but  tall  and  handsome  man,  wearing  a 
Cfinlet  riebly  engraved  with  arabesque  work,  started  |rom 
his  seat  wjl^  the  air  of  one  provoked  beyond  the  bounds 
of  restranii.  This  was  the  Count  de  Campo-basso,  com- 
mander of  Charles's  Italian  mercenaries,  who  possessed, 
as  has  been  alloded  to,  moeh  influence  over  the  Duke's 
nMpd,  chiefly  obtained  by  aecommodating  himself  to  his 
master'e  opinions  and  picjudices,  and  placing  before  the 
I>uke  specious  arguments  to  justify  him  for  following  his 
own  way. 

**  This  lofty  presence  fn«st  excuse  me,"  he  said,  "  if 
I  speak  in  defence  of  my  honour,  and  those  of  my  bold 
Iti^ces,  wko  hw9m  followed  my  fortunes  from  Italy,  to 
aene  the  bravvat  IPrineo  in  Chfla(lendx>m.     I  might,  in 
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gMge  of  iUi  g[^*lMMd  ttmA,  whoM  wonb  canned 
tfwt  a  fangfak  add  a  noUe«M»  more  than  dk»  yeUmg  of 
a  ipeaoaot's  aaasliil  But  whan  1  iKar  him  prapoae  t^ 
aaaociate  Im  basria  of  fDutinoiia  awigofornaJ  nrfhosi  wteh 
jTowp  Uigfanoss's  ttoOps^  i  aaoat  let  kiaa  kww  that  tbera 
is  Bot  a  hors9-boy  m  my  ranka  who  wortd  fight  in  such 
fellowship.  Noy  even  I  myself,  bomrf  by  a  thowaad  ties 
of  glatkiudei  mmU  not  subaut  fo  stnre  abrcprt  with  such 
comrades.  '  I  would  fold  up  my  bannefs,  and  lead  five 
tbotaiBind  aaen  to  liseiki^Hiot  a  daUer  mastery  for  the  world 
hMl  imae  slBcb|«^bot  wiis  in  whiek  we  might  not  be 
dU^il  ta  Uesh  fat  etif  assiMwia.*' 

<*Silew^  Caittpot^basdo/'  s«d  the  Deke»  ^  and  be 
ariiuieil  yiEMft  strre  a  prAiee  who  kfliews  yoar  worth  tee 
vm&  m  9iadtMLrtg9  it  far  the  nntlied  and  vnmuuM  serviees 
of  fhdBcv  ^IwiH  ^9r  haite  onfy  keown  as  veKatieue  and 
maligMMt  nrtghbdtirs.^' 

Then  addressing  himself  to  Arnold  Biedermaoi  heMd 
cet^  atid  sternly,  <<  Sir  Laadanmran^  tve  ha^e  heard 
ydif  fkhriy<  We  have  beard  you,  altfaaogb  yoit  oMne  bew 
fore  OS  with  hands  dyi^d  deep  in  the  blood 'df  our  senraHli, 
Sir  AficMbaild  de  Hsigeabach }  ibr, supposiafg  hewaeaour^ 
dered  by  a  vilianoes  as8ociatioil,*^ithiGh^  by  Samt  Oeorget  $ 
sbaH  never,  wbSe  we  live  and  reign,^  rHiae  its  pestitential 
head  en  thus  sidi^  of  the  Rhiii0,-^y«t  it  is  iioi  tta  kistf 
und^diahi^  and  undented,  that  you  steoi  by  ifi  amwi  aed 
encouragerd  th(»  de^d  tb^  nj^semm  fmfkntmt  Mder  ymf 
oountenatKH^.  Kmim  t&  yeer  motMviatoai  and  be  cheiAtM 
that  vou  return  in  life.  Tell  those  who  stfBtt  ^biH  that  1 
will  be  pfe^tnly  on  their  ftomier^.  A  deputa«niw  of  y«ur 
most  noitaMi^  perilous,  iii^ho  nieer  and  with  Mlm»  rduttd 
thttir  neeks,  I6rch«^  in  thisir  left  liaiid^,  in  tiviw  righi  tfteir 
swords  held  by  the  point,  may  learn  on  Wbaf  oondiiibil^ 
we  wiH .grant  you  peiacfe." 

«  Then  farewell  pGacd,  and  Wfelddrtw  wtoj*'  sfeirf  i\^ 
Landamifnan ;  <<  and  b^  its  plaguGfs  and  mimm  dn  tftd 
beads  of  those  ti^ho  ehboser  Mdod  aisi  atiMb  twik^f  ihm 
W«^    ¥»t*.  tR  •...'... 
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peace  and  unioa.  We  wiH  meet  yoo  oo  oar  ftoobeni 
mth  our  naked  swords,  but  the  hilts^  not  their  points,  shall 
be  in  our  grasp.  Cliaiies  of  Burgundy,  Flanders,  aad 
Lorraine,  Duke  of  sevsen  dukedoms,  Count  of  seventeen 
earldoms,  I  Ud  you  defiance }  and  decktre  war  against 
you  in  the  name  of  the  confederated  Cantons,  and  such 
others  as  shall  adhere  to  them*  There,"  he  said,  <^  are 
my  letters  of  defianee.'^ 

The  heral^}  took  from  Arnold  Biederman  the  &tal  de* 
Biincsation. 

«'  Read  it  not,  Toison  d'Or  !"  said  the  haughty  Duke 
<^  Let  the  executionerdrag  it  through  the  streets  at  his 
horse's  tail,  and  nail  it  to  the  gibbet,  to  show  in  what 
account  we  hold  the  paltry  scroll,  and  those  who  sent  it. 
*«-*Away,  «irs/'  speakuig  to  the  Swiss,  ^<  trudge  back  to 
your  wildemesses  with  suob  haste  as  your  feet  can  use 
Wben  we  next  meet,  you  shall  better \now  whom  you 
have  offended. — Get  our  horse  ready-^the  council  is 
Woken  up.'^ 

The  Mmre  of  Dijon,  when  all  were  in  motion  to  leave 
the  hall,  again  approached  the  Duke,  and  timidly  ex-* 
pressed  some  hopes  that  his  Highness  would  deign  to 
partake  of  a  banquet  which  the  magistracy  had  prepared^ 
h  expectation  he  might  do  tbehi  such  an  honour. 
••  <<  No,  by  Saint  Geoi^e  of  Burgimdy,  Sir  Maire,"  said 
Charles^  with  one  of  the  i«itthering  glances,  by  which  he 
was  wont  to  express  indignation  mixed  with  contempt,,— 
^  you  have  not  pleased  us  so  well  with  our  breakfast  a» 
to  induce  us  to  trust  our  dinner  to  the  loyalty  of  our  good 
town  of  Dijon*" 

So  saying,  he  mdely  turned  off  from  the  mortified 
doief  magistrate,  and  mounting  his  horse,  rode  back  to 
his  camp,  conversing  earnestly  on  the  way  with  the  Co|iu»t 
erf  Campo-basso. 

"  I  would  ofler  you  dinner,  my  I^rd  of  Oxford/'  said 
Colvin  to  that  nobleman,  when  he  alighted  at  his  tent, 
^^but  I  foresee,  ere  ypu  could  swallow  a  mouthful,  you 
will  be  sunG»noned  to  the  Duke's  presence  ;  for  if  is  ou 
Charles's  way,  when  he  has  fixed  on  a  wrong  ccwiBie,  to 
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wran^e  whh  his  friencts  and  counsellors^  in  order  to  prove 
it  is  a  right  one.  Marry,  he  always  makes  a  convert  of 
yon  supple  Italian." 

Colvin's  augury  was  speedily  realized  ;  for  a  page  al- 
most imniediat^y  summoned  the  English  merchant,  Phil- 
ipson,  to  attend  the  Duke.  Without  waiting  an  instant, 
Charles  poured  forth  an  incoherent  tide  of  reproaches 
against  the  Estates  of  his  dukedom,  for  refusing  him  their 
countenance  in  so  sKght  a  matter,  and  launched  out  in 
explanations  of  the  necessity  which  he  alleged  there  was 
for  punishing  the  audacity  of  the  Swiss.  "  And  thou, 
too,  Oxford,"  he  concluded,  "  art  such  an  impatient  fool 
as  to  wish  me  to  engage  in  a  distant  war  with  England, 
and  transp<Mt  forces  over  the  sea,  when  I  have  such  inso- 
lent mutineers  to  chastise  on  my  own  frontiers  ?" 

When  he  was  at  length  silent,  the  English  Earl  laid 
before  him,  with  respectful  earnestness,  the  danger  that 
Appeared  to  be  involved  in  engaging  with  a  people,  poor 
indeed,  but  universally  dreaded,  from  their  discipline  and 
courage,  and  that  under  the  eye  of  so  dangerous  a  rival 
as  Louis  of  France,  who  was  sure  to  support  the  Duke's 
enemies  under  hand,  if  he  did  not  join  them  openly. 
On  this  point  the  Duke's  resolution  was  immovable. 
"  It  shall  never,"  he  said,  «  be  told  of  me,  that  I  uttered 
threats  which  I  dared  not  execute.  These  boors  have 
declared  war  against  me,  and  they  shall  learn  whose  wrath 
it  is  that  they  have  wantonly  provoked ;  but  I  do  not, 
therefore,  renounce  thy  scheme,  my  good  Oxford.  If 
thou  canst  procure  me  this  same  cession  of  Provence, 
and  induce  old  Ren6  to  give  up  the  cause  of  his  grand- 
son, Ferrand  of  Vaudemont,  in  Lorraine,  thou  wilt  make 
it  well  worth  my  while  to  send  thee  brave  aid  against  my 
brother  Blackburn,  who,  while  he  is  drinking  healths 
pottle-deep  in  France,  may  well  come  to  lose  his  lands  in 
England.  And  be  not  impatient  because  I  cannot  at  this 
very  instant  send  men  across  the  seas.  The  march  which 
I  am  making  towards  Neufchatel,  which  is,  I  think,  the 
nearest  point  where  I  shall  find  the^e  churls,  will  be  but 
hke  a  morning's  excursion.     I  trust  you  will  go  with  us. 
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old  compaiuon.  I  tbould  ike  to  see  if  yon  have  fer> 
gotten,  among  yonder  mountains,  bow  lo  back  a  herse 
and  lay  a  lance  in  rest." 

^*  I  will  wait  oa  your  Highness/'  said  the  Earl,  **  as 
is  ray  duty,  for  my  BK>tioDS  must  depend  on  your  pleasim* 
But  I  wiU  not  carry  arms,  especiaUy  against  those  peojple 
of  Helvetia,  from  whom  I  have  experienced  hospitattty, 
unless  it  be  for  my  own  personal  defence." 

'<  Well,"  replied  the  Duke,  "  e'en  be  it  so ;  we  shall 
have  in  you  an  excellent  judge,  to  tell  us  who  best  die* 
charges  4us  devoir  against  the  mountain  clowns." 

At  this  point  in  the  conversation  there  was  a  knockisg 
at  the  entrance  of  the  pavilion,  and  the  Chaaceller  el 
Burgundy  presently  entered,  in  great  haste  and  anxiety, 
''  News,  my  Lord — ^news  of  France  and  England,"  sa^ 
the  prelate,  and  then  observing  the  presence  of  a  siranger, 
be  looked  at  the  Duke  and  was  silent. 

^'  It  is  a  faithful  friend,  my  Lord  Bishop,"  said  the 
D«ke ;  "  you  may  tell  your  news  before  him." 

"  It  will  soon  be  generally  known,"  said  tbeehaseelkHi 
-^"  Louis  and  Edward  are  fully  accQi4ed.*^  Botib  th« 
Duke  and  the  English  Earl  started. 

"  I  expected  this/'  md  the  Duke,  "  bu%  not  so  soon*^ 

"  The  Kings  have  met/*  answered  his  miaister. 

"  How— in  bat^  ?"  said  Oxford,  forgetting  himself  in 
bis  extreme  eagerness. 

^'  The  chancellor  was  somewhat  surprised^  bui  as  the 
Duke  seemed  to  expect  him  to  ^vean  answer^  he  replied^ 
^'  No,  Sir  Stranger — not  in  battle,  but  upon  appoinimenly 
and  in  peace  and  amity." 

''  The  sight  must  have  been  worth  seeing/'  said  the 
Duke  ;  '^  when  the  old  fox  Louis,  and  my  brother  Black 
— I  mean  my  brother  Edward — oiet.  Where?  heW  they 
their  rendezvous  ?'* 

"  On  a  bridge  over  the  Seine,  at  PicqiBgny." 

'^  I  would  thou  hadst  been  there,"  said  the  Duke, 
looking  to  Oxford,  '^  with  a  good  axe  in  thy  hand^^  to  strike 
oae  fair  blow  for  England,  and  another  for  Burgundy 
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My  mtidikthetf  v^w»  tfMsheniusljr  shin  «l  jwit  suek  » 
iii««tiiig,  ift  the  ]^idg#  of  Mooteteanif  itpen  the  Yoritie." 

<'To  pf^fem  ^  simlw  eY^aaee"  said  the  cfaaDcellor* 
*^fl  strottg^  barricad^i  mth  as  4;knes  tlie  cages  in  wMclr 
men  keep  wiM  betisis,  was  raised  in  the  midst  of  the 
biidf  e,  fffid  pmrented  the  possibility  of  tbetr  even  touch- 
ing each  other's  h«inds." 

<<  Ha,  ha  I  By  Saint  0§orge,  tkat  smells  of  Louis's 
craft  and  caution  ;  for  the  Englishman,  to  give  him  his 
due,  is^  as  little  acquainted  with  fear  as  with  poficy.  But 
what  terms  hate  they  made  ?  Where  do  the  Ekiglish 
army  winter  ?  What  towns,  fortresses,  and  castles,  are 
£»frendered  to  them,  in  plei^e,  or  in  perpetuity  ?" 

"  Mbne,  my  Iv^e,"  said  the  chancellor.  "  The  En- 
glish army  mturne  mto  England,  as  &sl  as  shipping  can 
be  ptoeur^  Cd  transport  them  ;  and  Louis  will  aocomnio* 
date  thei^  with  every  sail  and  oar  igk  his  dominions,  rather 
than  they  should  not  instantly  evacuate  France." 

**  And  by  what  concessions  has  Louis  t)eught  a  peace 
so  necessary  to  his  affairs  ?" 

**  By  feir  words,"  said  the  chanceltor,  "  by  liberal  pres- 
ents, a«id  by  some  6ve  hundred  tuns  of  wine." 

"  Wine  !"  exolmmed  the  Ekike— "  Heardst  thott  ever 
tile  like,  Signior  Philipson?  Why,  youf  conairymen 
are  little  bener  than  Eiau,  who  sold  his  birthright  for  a 
mess  of  pottage.  Many,  I  mxim  eonfess  I  never  saw  an 
Englishman  who  lovld  a  dvy-ltpped  bargain." 

^'  I  can  scarce  believe  thisi  newsy"  said  the  Earl  of 
Oltferd«  **  If  this  Edward  were  content  fo  cross  the  sea 
with  fifty  thousand  Englishmen  merely  to  return  again, 
there  are  in  his  camp  both  proud  nobles  and  haiugbty 
commons  enough  to  resist  his  disgvacefol  purpose." 

"  The  money  of  Louis,"  said  the  statesman,  **  has  fiNmd 
noble  hands  willing  to  dutch  it.  The  wine  of  France 
has  flooded  every  throat  in  the  English  artny-— the  riot 
iMfid  uproar  wis  unbounded— ^and  H  one-time  the  towii  of 
Amiens,  where  Louie  himseM*  resided,  waa  fiill  of  snt  many 
English  archemy  all  of  them  kitoiticated,  that  the  person 
vf  the  King  of  Fmnee'  wae  adnwets  n  their  hanAi^     Their 
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tense  of  ii«tioMil  faoaour  )w»  bMB  lof^tn  tlHi.-iHiiveiiM' 
revel)  aiid  those  amongBi  tbetn^ilrhe^woidd  beinore  digni* 
6ed  and  plaj  the  wise  politediaiis  say,  that  having  come 
to  France  by  oenBhranee  of  the  Duke  of  Btu^uuMfyyaad 
that  prince  having  baled  to  j(HDthe»  vnfth  his  foroes^  theji 
have  done  well,  wisdy,  and  gaHaBtiy,  e^isideiing  tlHr 
season  of  the  year,  and  the  imposrability  of  obtaining 
qiiartei%,  to  take  tribute  of  Aenoe,  and  return  hoaio  in 
triumph," 

<*  And  ieave  Ixwis/'  said  Oxfiird,  '^  at  ondistftirbed 
freedom  to  attack  Burgundy  with  all  his  forces  ?" 

"  Not  so,  friend  Philipson,"  said  Duke  Cberles  ; 
<<  know,  that  there  is  a  tnice  betwixt  Burgwsdy  and 
France  for  the  space  of  seven  years,  and  ^d  90t  this 
been  orranted  and  signed,  it  is  probable  that  we  might 
have  found  some  means  of  mantng  the  tne^ty  betwixt 
Edward  and  Louis,  even  at  the  expense  of  afl^djpg  tliose* 
voracious  islanders  beef  and  beer  during  the  winter 
months. — Sir  GhiiiiGenor^  yon  may  leave  us^  but  be  \rithin 
reach  of  a  hasty  summons." 

When  his  minister  left  the  pavilion,  th|e  Duke,  who, 
with  his  rude  and  imperious  character  united  much  kind- 
ness, if  it  could  not  be  termed  generosity  of  disposition, 
came  up  to  the  Lancastrian  lord,  who  stood  like  one  at 
whose  feet  a  thunderbolt  has  just  broken,  and  who  is  still 
appalled  by  the  terrors  of  tlie  shock. 

"  My  poor  Oxford,"  he  said,  "  t!iou  art  stupified  by* 
this  news,  which  thou  canst  not  doubt  must  have  a  fatal 
efiect  oir  the  plan  which  thy  brave  bosom  cherishes  with 
such  devoted  fidelity.  I  would  for  thy  sake  I  could  have 
detained  t he-English  a  little  longer  in  France  ;  but  had  I 
attempted  to  do  so,  there  were  an  end  of  my  truee  with 
Louis,  and  of  course  to  my  power  to  ohastise  these  paltry 
Cantons,  or  send  forth  an  expedition  to  England.  As 
matters  stand,  give  me  but  a  week  to  punish  these  moun* 
taineers,  and  you  shall  have  a  larger  force  than  your 
modesty  has  requested  of  roe  for  your  enterprise ;  and, 
in  the  meanwhile,  I  will  take  care  that  Blackbuna  and  his 
consin-arcbers  have  no  assistance  of  shipping  from  Flan- 
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ders  Tbsh,  man,  never  fear  it — thou  wilt  be  in  England 
long  ere  they  ;  and,  once  more,  rely  on  my  assistance — 
always,  thou  knowest,  the  cession  of  Provence  being  ex- 
ecuted, as  in  reason.  Our  cousin  Margaret's  diamonds 
we  must  keep  for  a  lime  ;  and  perhaps  they  may  pass  as 
a  pledge,  with  some  of  our  own,  for  the  godly  purpose 
of  setting  at  freedom  the  imprisoned  angels  of  our  Flem- 
ish usurers,  who  will  ^not  lend  even  to  their  sovereign, 
unless  on  good  current  security.  To  such  straits  has  the 
disobedient  avarice  of  our  estates  for  the  moment  re- 
duced us." 

"  Alas !  my  lord,"  said  the  dejected  nobleman,  "  I 
were  ungrateful  to  doubt  the  sincerity  of  your  good  inten- 
tions. But  who  can  presume  on  the  events  of  war, 
especially  when  time  presses  for  instant  decision  ?  You 
are  pleased  to  trust  me.  Let  your  Highness  extend  your 
confidence  thus  far :  I  will  take  my  horse,  and  ride  after 
the  Landamman,  if  he  hath  already  set  forth.  I  have 
little  doubt  to  make  such  an  accommodation  with  him  that 
you  may  be  secure  on  all  your  south-eastern  frontiers. 
You  may  then  with  security  work  your  will  in  Lorraine 
and  Provence." 

"  Do  not  speak  of  it,"  said  the  Duke  sharply  ;  "  thou 
forget'st  thyself  and  me,  when  thou  supposest  that  a 
prince,  who  has  pledged  his  word  to  his  people,  can  recall 
It  like  a  merchant  chaffering  for  his  paltry  wares.  Go  to 
— we  will  assist  you,  but  we  wijl  be  ourselves  judge  of 
the  time  and  manner.  Yet,  having  both  kind  will  to  our 
distressed  cousin  of  Anjou,  and  being  your  good  friend, 
we  will  not  linger  in  the  matter.  Our  host  have  orders 
to  break  up  this  evening  and  direct  their  march  against 
Neufchatel,  where  these  proud  Swiss  shall  have  a  taste 
of  the  fire  and  sword  which  they  have  provoked." 

Oxford  sighed^  deeply,  but  made  no  farther  remon- 
strance ;  in  which  he  acted  wisely,  since  it  was  likely  to 
have  exasperated  the  fiery  temper  of  the  sovereign  to 
whom  it  was  addressed,  while  it  was  certain  that  it  would 
not  in  the  slightest  degree  alter  his  resolution. 

He  took  farewell  of  the  Duke,  and  returned  to  Colvin, 
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whopi  he  found  immersed  io  tiie  business  of  •b»<lepart»^ 

mexjXf  aiid  prepariug  for  the  removal  of  the  aKillery,  aui 
pperatioa  waicb  the  clumsiaess  of  the  ordoatice,  and  the 
Qxecrable  state  of  the  roads,  rendered  at  that  time  a>  much 
more  troublesome  operation  tliaa  at  present,  though  it  ia 
even  stilt  one  of  the  most  laborious  movements  attending 
the  march  of  an  army.  The  Master  of  the  Ordnance 
welcomed  Oxford  with  much  glee,  and  congratulated  hiua-t 
$elf  on  the  distinguished  honour  of  enjoying  his  compaay 
dgi'ii^g  the  campaigo,  and  acquamted  bim>  tliat,  by  tiie 
especial  command  of  the  Duke,  he  had  made  Btting  pre- 
pacatipns  for  his  accommodation,  siutable  to  the  disguised 
character  which  he  meant  to  maintain,  but  in  every  otbec 
respect  as  convenient  as  a  camp  could  admit  oC 


CHAPTER  XI. 

4.  mirthful  man  he  was—the  snows  of  age 
l^ell,  but  they  did  not  chill  him.     Gaiety, 
Even  in  life's  closing,  touch'd  his  teeming  brain 
With  sach  wild  viMoae  as  the- setting  sua 
Raises  in  froiH^of  sooie  boar  glacier, 
I^aiuting  the  bleak  ice  with  a  thousand  hues, 

Old  P4faf, 
t 

LsATiNG  the  Earl  of  Oxford  in  attendance  on  tlie 
stubborn  Duke  of  Burgundy  during  an  expedition,  which 
the  one  represented  as  a  brief  excursion,  more  resembling 
a  bunting  party  than  a  campaign,  and  which  the  other 
considered  in  a  much  graver  and  more  perilous  light,  we 
return  to  Arthur  de  Vere,  or  the  younger  Philipson,  as  he 
continued  to  be  called,  who  was  conducted  by  his  guidc^ 
with  fidelity  and  success,  but  certainly  very  slowly,  upon. 
(lis  journey  into  Provence. 

The  state  of  Lorraine,  overrun  by  the  Duke  of  Bur- 
gundy^s  army,  and  infested,  at  the  same  time  by  different 
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iwtttfirad  Hiyk^  wfae  took  the  fidd,  or  belcT  out  Om  oistlM^ 
M  Ibey-  aUeged)  for  ibe  ioteresC  of  Comdc  Fermad  de 
V9iMl#fliOi]|t|  lendeied  jmmneyiug  oo  daagerous,  tliat  it 
nm  o&im.  iiec€i8sary  lo  leave  ifae  mw  ro^,  unti  to  take 
.^iilfttitcws  titackfl,  m  oider  to  avoid  mck  uofiaendly  ea* 
«ouiit9f9  3&  tiytvoUetss  migbt  otherwise  have  iikot  with. 

AnbM«9  taugbl  by  sad  ctxpeneaee  to  dislrust  Strang!? 
^d«js,  found  bims^fy  Devotibelo(»y  in  ^Is  oveotful  aod 
p^^lous  joorney,  disponed  to  rest  poasidorable  oontideoGO 
if)  bis  pt>e«eBt  cquductor^,  Tbiebauk,  a  Pfovaa^l  by 
biDtby  iiMaoiately  aGquawteid  with  the  roadsi  wbieb  they 
tooky,  audit,  as.  £ir  as  be  gouM  judge,  disposed  to  discbai^ge 
to  office  with  fidelity,  Piudeoce  alike^  and  the  habits 
^ich  be  had  acquired  in  travellingy  as  well  a^  the  chaiv 
apt^r  oC  a  piejDch«Qt  wUcb  be  still  sustained,  induced  bini 
to  wave  the  niorgue,  or  haughty  superiocity  of  a  Ic night 
and  noble  towards  an  inferior  peisonage,.  especially  as. ha 
ijghdy  qonjectured  that  free  intercourse  with  this  man^ 
wJbose  acquirements  seemed  of  a  superior  oast,  was  likeiy 
to  render  him  a  judge  of  hb  opinions  and  disposition 
tpwards  him.  In  return  for  his  condescension,  he  c^tained 
a  good  deal  of  information  concerning  the  province  which 
he  was  approaching. 

As  they  drew  near  the  boundaries  of  Provence,,  the 
communications  of  Thiebault  became  more  Quevtt  and 
interesting.  He  could  not  only  teil  the  nan^and  histoiii^ 
q{  each  romantic  castle  which  they  passed,  in.  tbeic  devi- 
ous and  doubtfiil  route,  but  had  qt.  his  command  the 
chivalrous  history  of  the  noble  knights,  and  baroHS  to 
whom  they  now  pertained,  or  bad  belonged  in  narljer 
days,  and  could  recount  their  exploits  ag.aiBst  the  Sarar 
eens,  by  repelling  their  attacks  upon  Christ endoni*.  or 
their  efforts  to  recover  the  Holy  Sepulchre  from  PagJEUi 
hands.  In  the  course  of  such  narrations,  Thiebault  was 
led  to  speak  of  the  Troubadours,  a  race  ©f  native  poets 
of  Provencal  origin,  differing  widely  from  the  minstrels 
of  Normandy,  and  the  adjacent  provinces  of  France* 
with  whose  tales  of  chivalry,  as,  well  as  the  numeroua 
14     VOL.  u,. 
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transktions  of  their  wotkM  into  Fi6rtntnuPreMll  Ari 
English,  Arthur,  like  most  of  ibe  nob)e  youth  of  his 
oouiitr}',  was  incimately  acquinited  Sivd  cteeply  embued 
Hiiebault  boasted  that  his  graftdrfm,  of  homUe  birtti 
hideed,  but  of  distinguished  talent,  was  otie  of  this  gifted 
race,  whose  compositions  produced  so  great  an  efl^t  on 
the  temper  ai>d  manners  of  their  age  and  eoimfry.  It 
was,  however,  to  be  regretted,  that  inculcating  as  the 
prime  duty  of  life  a  fantastic  spirit  of  .gallantry,  which 
sometimes  crossed  the  Platonic  bound  prescribed  to  it, 
the  poetry  of  the  Troubadours  wis  too  frequently  used  to 
soften  and  seduce  the  heart,  and  corrupt  the  prinfefples.''^ 
Arthur's  attention  was  called  to  this'  peculiarity,  by 
Thiebault  singing,  which  he  could  do  tvhh  good  skill,  the 
history  of  a  Troubadour,  named  William  Cabestakijf^, 
tirho  loved,  par  amoftr*,  a'  noble  and  beantJfiil  lad^, 
Margaret  the  wife  of  a  baron  called  Raymond  de  Rouiii. 
sillon.  The  jealous  hofsband  obtained  proof  of  his 
dishonour,  and  having  put  Cabestainy  to  death  by  assassi- 
nation, he  took  his  heart  from  his  bosom,  and  tiaashig  ft 
to  be  dressed  like  that  of  an  anifhal,  ordered  'if  to  b^ 
served  up  to  his  lady  ;  and  when  she  had  efaten'bf  thfe 
horrible  mess,  told  her  of  what  her  banquet  was  donftposed. 
The  lady  replied,  that  since  she  bad  been  niade  to  par- 
take of  food  so  precious,  no  coarser  morsel  should  ever 
after  cross  her  Mps.  She  persisted  in  her  resolution,  and 
thus  starved  herself  to  death.  'The  Troubadour  who 
celebrated  this  tragic  history,  had  displayed  in  bis  com- 
position a  good  deal  of  poetic  art.  Glossing  over  the 
error  of  the  lovers  as  the  fault  of  their  destiny,  dwelling 
on  their  tragical  fate  with  considerable  pathos,  and  finally,* 
execrating  the  blind  fury  of  the  husband,  with  the  full 
fervour  of  poetical  indignation,  he  recorded,  witli  vindic- 
tive pleasure,  how  every  bold  knight  and  true  lover  in 
the  south  of  France'  assembled  to  besiege  the  baron's 
castle,  stormed  it  by  main  force,  left  not  one  stone  upon 
another,  and  put  the  tyrant  himself  to  an  ignominious 
death.  Arthur  was  interested  in  the  melancholy  tale, 
which  even  beguiled   him  of  a  few  tears ;  but  ks   he 
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tliouglu  farther  on  its  purport,  he  dried  his  eyes,  and  said, 
with  some  sternness, — "  Thiebaull,  sing  me  no  more 
such  lays.  I  have  heard  my  father  say,  that  the  readiest 
mode  to  corrupt  a  Christian  man,  is  to  bestow  upon  vice 
the  pity  and  the  praise  which  are  due  only  to  virtue. 
Your  Baron  of  Roussillon  is  a  monster  of  cruelty :  but 
your  unfortunate  lovers  were  not  the  less  guilty.  It  is 
by  giving  fair  names  to  foul  actions,  that  those  who  would 
start  at  real  vice  are  led  to  practice  its  lessons,  under  the 
disguise  of  virtue." 

"  I  would  you  knew,  Signior,'*  answered  Thiebault, 
*'  that  this  Lay  of  Cabestainy,  and  the  Lady  Margaret 
of  Roussillon,  is  reckoned  a  masterpiece  of  the  joyous 
science.  Fie,  sir,  you  are  too  young  to  be  so  strict  a 
censor  of  morals.  What  will  you  do  when  your  head  is 
grey,  if  you  are  thus  severe  when  it  is  scarcely  brown  ?" 

"  A  head  which  listens  to  folly  in  youth,  will  hardly  be 
honourable  in  old  age,"  answered  Aithur. 

Thiebault  had  no  mind  to  carry  the  dispute  farther. 

"  It  is  not  for  me  to  contend  with  your  worship.  I 
only  think,  with  every  true  son  of  chivalry  and  song,  that 
a  knight  without  a  mistress  is  like  a  sky  without  a  star." 

"  Do  I  not  know  that  ?"  answered  Arthur ;  "  but  yet 
better  remain  in  darkness  than  be  guided  by  such  false 
lights  as  shower  down  vice  and  pestilence." 

"  Nay,  it  may  be  your  seignorie  is  right,"  answered 
the  guide.  "  It  is  certain,  that  even  in  Provence  here 
we  have  lost  much  of  our  keen  judgment  on  matters  of 
love, — its  difficulties,  its  intricacies,  and  its  errors,  since 
the  Troubadours  are  no  longer  regarded  as  usual,  and 
since  the  High  and  Noble  Parliament  of  Love  8  has 
reased  to  hold  its  sittings. 

"  But  in  these  latter  days,"  continued  the  Provencal, 

kings,  dukes,  and  sovereigns,  instead  of  being  the  fore- 
most and  most  faithful  vassals  of  the  Court  of  Cupid,  are 
themselves  the  slaves  of  selfishness,  and  love  of  gain. 
Instead  of  winning  hearts  by  breaking  lances  in  the  lists, 
they  are  breaking  the  hearts  of  their  impoverished  vas- 
sals by  the  most  cruel  exactions — instead  of  attempting 
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to.  deserve  the  smHe  and  iavqurs  of  their  lady-loves,  they 

are  meditating  how  to  steal  caetles,  towns,  and  provinces 
(torn  tbeir  n4[;ighbours.  6ut  long  life  to  tbe  good  and 
veBerable  tCing  Rene  !  While  he  has  an  acre  of  land  left^ 
his  residence  will  be  the  resort  of  valiant  knights,  whose 
only  ^iip  is  praise  in  arms,  of  true  lovers,  who  are  perse- 
cuted by  fortune,  and  of  high-toned  harpers,  who  know 
bow  to  celebrate  faith  and  valour." 

Arthur,,  interested  in  learning  something  more  precise 
than  common  fame  had  taught  him  on  the  subject  of  this  ^ 
prince,  easily  induced  the  talkative  Provencal  to  enlarge 
upon  the  virtues  of  his  old  sovereign's  character,  as  Just, 
joyous,  and  debonair,  a  friend  to  the  most  noble  exerci- 
ses of  the  chase  and  the  tilt-yard,  and  still  more  so  to 
tbe  joyous  science  of  Poetry  and  Music  5  who  gave 
away  more  revenue  than  he  received,  in-  largesses  to 
knights-errant  and  itinerant  musicians,  with  whom  his 
petty  court  was  crowded,  as  one  of  the  very  few  in 
which  tbe  ancient  hospitality  was  still  maintained. 

Such  was  the  picture  which  Thiebault  drew  of  the 
last  minstrel  monarch ;  and  though  the  eulogium  was 
exaggerated,  perhaps  the  &cts  were  not  overcharged. 

Born  of  royal  parentage,  and  with  high  pretensions, 
Rei>e  bad  at  no  period  of  his  life  been  able  to  match  his 
fortunes  to  hift  claims.  Of  the  kingdoms  to  which  he 
asserted  right,  nothing  remained  in  his  possession  but  the 
county  of  Provence  itself,  a  fair  and  friendly  principality, 
but  diminished  by  the  many  claims  which  Fmnce  had 
acquired  upon  portions  of  it  by  advances  of  money  to 
supply  the  personal  expenses  of  its  master,  and  by  other 
portions,  which  Burgundy,,  to  whom  Rene  had  been  a 
prisoner,  held  in  pledge  for  his  ransom.  In  his  youth  he 
engaged  iu  more  than  one  military  enterprise,  in  the 
hope  of  attaining  some  part  of  the  territory  of  which  he 
was  styled  sovereign.  His  courage  is  not  impeached,  but 
tortune  did  not  smile  on  his  military  adventures  ;  and  he 
seems  at  last  to  have  become  sensible,  that  the  pov"er  of 
admiring  and  celebrating  warlike  merit,  is  very  diffetent 
from  possessing^,  that  quality »   In  fact,  Ren£  was  a  prince 
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of  very  moderate  parts,,  eodowed  wkb  a  love  of  the  ikie 
arts,  which  he  carried  to  extreiakj,  %&d  a  degree  of 
good-humour^  which  never  permitted  bira  to  repine  at 
fortune,  but  rendered  »ts  possessor  happy,  when  a  prince 
of  keener  feelings  would  have  died  of  despair.  This 
insouciant,  lighlrlempered,  gay,  and  thoughtless  dtspoeiv 
tioo,  conducted  Rene,,  free  from  all  the  passions  which 
embitter  life,  and  often  shorten  it,  fo  a  hale  and  mirthful 
old  age.  Even  domestic  losses,  which  often  afiect  those 
who  are  proof  against  mere  reverses  of  fortune,  made  no 
deep  impression  on  the  feelii^s  of  this  cheerful  old 
monarch.  Most  of  his  children  bad  died  young ;  Rene 
took  it  not  to  heart.  His  daughter  Margaret's  marriage 
vvitii  the  powerful  Henry  of  England  was  considered  a 
connexion  much  above  the  fortunes  <^  the  King  of 
the  Troubadours.  But  in  the  issue,  instead  of  Reai 
deriving  any  splendour  from  the  match,  he  was  isH 
volved  in  the  misfortunes  of  his  daughter,  and  repeat-* 
edly  obliged  to  impoverish  himself  to  supply  her  ranscwn* 
Perhaps  in  his  private  soul  the  old  king' did  not  think 
these  losses  so  mortifying,  as  the  necessity  of  receiving 
Margaret  into  his  court  and  family.  On  fire  when  reflect- 
ing on  the  losses  she  had  sustained,  mourning  over 
friends  dain  and  kingdoms  lost,  the  proudest  and  most 
passionate  of  princesses  was  ill  suited  to  dwell  wiili  the 
gayest  and  best-iiumoured  of  sovereigns,  whose  pursuila 
she  contemned,  and  whose  lightness  of  temper,  for  finding; 
comfort  in  such  trifles,  she  could  not  forgive.  The  dm-^ 
comfort  attached  to  her  presence,  and  vindictive  recol* 
lections,  embarrassed  the  good-humoured  old  monarchy 
though  it  was  unable  to  drive  him  beyond  his  equaiumHy*; 
Another  distress  pressed  him  more  sorely. — ^^otaoiiby 
a,  daughter  of  hk  first  wiie,  habella,  had  sticeee4«d.  (« 
his  claims  upon  the  Duchy  of  Ijorraioe,  m^  transmi<(ledi 
them  to  her  son,  Fen-aod,  Count  ef  Vaudemonit,  a  yotfng 
man  of  courage  and  spfrit,  engaged  at  tliis  tim^  in  ^)i^ 
apparently  desperate  undertaking  of  making  \m  title  good 
against  the  Duke  of  Burgundy^  who,  with,  liltle  tigJsO^ 
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but  great  power,  was  seizing  upon  and  overrunning  th:: 
rich  Duchy,  which  be  laid  claim  to  as  a  male  fief.  And 
to  concludle,  while  the  aged  king  on  one  side  beheld  his 
dethroned  daughter  in  hopeless  despair,  and  on  the  other 
his  disinherited  grandson,  in  vain  attempting  to  recover 
part  of  their  rights,  he  had  the  additional  misfortune  to 
know,  that  his  nephew,  Louis  of  France,  and  his  cousin, 
the  Duke  of  Burgundy,  were  secretly  contending  which 
should  succeed  him  in  that  portion  of  Provence  which  he 
still  continued  to  possess,  and  that  it  was  only  jealousy 
of  each  other  which  prevented  his  being  despoiled  of  this 
last  remnant  of  his  territory.  Yet  amid  all  this  distress, 
Rene  feasted  and  received  guests,  danced,  sung,  compos- 
ed poetry,  used  the  pencil  or  brush  with  no  small  skill, 
devised  and  conducted  festivals  and  processions,  and 
studying  to  promote,  as  far  as  possible,  the  immediate 
mirth  and  good -humour  of  hi^  subjects,  if  he  could  not 
materially  enlarge  their  more  permanent  prosperity,  was 
never  mentioned  by  them,  excepting  as  Le  ion  Rot 
Reniy  a  distinction  conferred  on  him  down  to  the  present 
day,  and  due  to  him  certainly  by  the  qualities  of  his 
heart,  if  not  by  those  of  his  head. 

Whilst  Arthur  was  receiving  from  his  guide  a  fiiH 
account  of  the  peculiarities  of  King  Ren6,  they  entered 
the  territories  of  that  merry  monarch.  It  was  late  in 
the  autumn,  and  about  the  period  when  the  south-eastern 
counties  of  France  rather  show  to  least  advantage.  The 
foliage  of  the  olive-tree  is  then  decayed  and  withered, 
and  as  it  predominates  in  the  landscape,  and  resembles 
the  scorched  complexion  of  the  soil  itself,  an  ashen  and 
arid  hue  is  given  to  the  whole.  Still,  however,  there 
were  scenes  in  the  hffly  and  pastoral  parts  of  the  coun- 
try, where  the  quantity  of  evergreens  relieved  the  eye 
even  in  this  dead  season. 

The  appearance  of  the  country,  in  general,  had  much 
in  it  that  was  peculiar.   - 

The  travellers  perceived  at  every  turn  some  marks  of 
the  King's  singular  character.  Provence,  as  the  part  of 
Gaul  which  6rst  received  Roman  civilization,  and  as  bav- 
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ing  been  still  longer  the  residence  of  the  Grecian  colony 
who  founded  Marseilles,  is  more  fuH  of  the  splendid  relics 
of  ancient  architecture  than  any  other  country  in  Europe. 
Italy  and  Greece  excepted.  The  good  taste  of  the  King 
Rene  had  dictated  some  attempts  to  clear  out  and  to  re- 
store these  memorials  of  antiquity.  Was  there  a  tri- 
umphal arch,  or  an  ancient  temple — huts  and  hovels  were 
cleared  away  from  its  vicinity,  and  means  were  used  at 
least  to  retard  the  approach  of  ruin.  Was  there  a  mar- 
ble fountain,  which  superstition  had  dedicated  to  some 
sequestered  naiad — ^it  was  surrounded  by  olives,  almond, 
and  orange  trees — its  -cistern  was  repaired,  and  taught 
once  more  to  retain  its  crystal  treasures.  The  huge  am- 
phitheatres, and  gigantic  colonnades,  experienced  the 
same  anxious  care,  attesting  that  the  noblest  specimens 
of  the  fine  arts  found  one  admirer  and  preserver  in  King 
Rene,  even  during  the  course  of  those  which  are  termed 
the  dark  and  barbarous  ages. 

A  change  of  manners  could  also  be  observed  in  passing 
from  Burgundy  and  Lorraine,  where  society  relished  of 
German  bluntness,  into  the  pastoral  country  of  Provence, 
where  the  influence  of  a  fine  climate  and  melodious  lan- 
guage, joined  to  the  pursuits  of  the  romantic  old  monarch, 
with  the  universal  taste  for  music  and  poetry,  had  intro- 
duced a  civilization  of  manners,  which  approached  to 
affectation.  The  shepherd  literally  marched  abroad  in 
the  morning,  piping  his  flocks  forth  to  the  pasture,  with 
some  love  sonnet,  the  composition  of  an  amorous  Trouba- 
dour ;  and  his  "  fleecy  care"  seemed  actually  to  be  under 
the  influence  of  his  music,  instead  of  being  ungraciously  • 
msensible  to  its  melody,  as  is  the  case  in  colcfer  climates. 
Arthur  observed,  too,  that  the  Provencal  sheep,  instead 
of  being  driven  before  the  shepherd,  regularly  followed 
him,  and  did  not  disperse  to  feed,  until  the  swain,  by  turn- 
ing his  face  round  to  them,  remaining  statior^^y,  and 
executing  variations  on  the  air  which  he  was  playincTr 
seemed  to  remind  them  that  it  was  prop^to  do,  so.  While 
in  motion,  his  huge  dog,  of  a  species  which  is  trained  vo 
face  the  wolf,  and  who  is  respected  by  the  sheep  as  their 
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guardiao,  and  aot  feared  as  tb«ir  tyraoty  fidlmred  his  mas* 
ter  with  his  ears  pricked^  like  the  chief  Cndc  and  pna» 
judge  of  the  perforraaiice»  at  some  tones  of  which  Im 
seldom  failed  to  intimate  disapprobation ;  while  the  flock| 
'ike  the  generality  of  an  audience,  followed  in  uaanirooua 
though  silent  apfdause.  At  the  hour  of  noon,  the  shep- 
herd had  sometimes  acquired  an  augmentation  to  his 
audience,  in  some  comely  matron  or  blooming  maiden, 
with  whom  he  had  rendezvoused  by  such  a  feuntain  as 
we  have  described,  and  who  listened  to  the  husband's  or 
lover's  chalua>eau,  or  mingled  her  voice  with  his  in  the 
duets,  of  which  the  songs  of  the  Troubadours  have  \*ih 
so  many  examples.  In  the  cool  of  the  evening,  the  dance 
on  the  village  green,  or  the  concert  before  the  hamlet 
door  ;  the  little  repast  of  fruits,  cheese,  and  bread,  which 
the  traveller  was  readily  invited  to  share,  gave  ne^  charms 
to  the  illusion,  and  seemed  in  earnest  to  point  out  Provence 
as  the  Arcadia  of  France. 

But  the  greatest  singularity  was,  in  the  eyes  of  Arthur, 
the  total  absence  of  armed  men  and  soldiei-s  ki  this  peace- 
ful country.  In  England^  no  man  stirred  without  his 
long-bow,  sword,  and  buckler.  In  France,  the  liind  wore 
armouc  even  when  he  was  betwixt  the  stilts  of  his  plough. 
In  Germany,  you  could  not  look  along  a  niile  of  highway, 
but  the  eye  was  encountered  by  clouds  of  dust,  out 
of  wliich  were  seen,  by  fita^  waving  feathers  and  flash- 
ing armour.  Even  in  Switzerland,  the  peasant,  if  he  bad 
a  journey  to  make,  though  but  of  a  mile  or  two,  cared 
not  to  travel  without  his  halberd  and  two-handed  sword. 
But  in  Provence  all  seemed  quiet  and  peaceful,,  as  if  the 
music  of  the  land  had  lulled  to  sleep  all  its  wrath&l  pas- 
sions. Now  and  then  a  mounted  cavalier  might  pass- 
them,  the  harp  at  whose  saddle.-bow>  or  carried  by  one 
of  his  attendants,  attested  the  character  of  a  Troubadour, 
which  was  affected  by  men  of  all  ranks  ;  and  then  only,  a 
short  sword  on  his  left  thigh, borne  for  show  rather  than  use^ 
was  a  necessary  a^  appropriate  part  of  his  equipment. 

"  Peace,'*  said  Arthur,  as  he  looked  around  him,  "  is 
an  inestimable  jewel ;  but  it  will  be  soon,  snatched  fSx>m 
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those  who  are  not  prepared  with  heart  aod  hand  to  de* 
fend  it." 

The  sight  of  the  ancient  and  interesting  town  of  Aix, 
where  King  Ren^  held  his  court,  dispelled  reflections  of 
a  general  character,  and  recalled  to  the  young  Englishman 
the  peculiar  mission  on  which  he  was  engaged. 

He  then  i^equired  to  know  from  the  Provencal  Thie- 
hault,  wiiether  hts  instructions  were  to  leave  him,  wow 
that  he  had  successfully  attained  the  end  of  his  journey. 

"  My  instructions,*'  answered  Thiebault,  **are  to  renmin 
in  Aix  while  there  is  any  chance  of  your  seignorie's  con- 
tinuing there,  to  he  of  such  use  to  you  as  you  may  re- 
quire, either  as  a  guide  or  an  attendant,  and  to  keep  these 
men  in  readiness  to  wait  upon  you  when  ymi  have  occa- 
sion for  messengers  or  guards.  With  your  approbation,  I 
will  see  them  disposed  of  in  fitting  quarters,  and  receive 
my  farther  instructions  from  your  seignorie  wherever 
you  please  to  appoint  me.  I  propose  this  separation, 
because  I  understand  it  is  your  present  pleasure  to  be 
private.** 

"  I  must  go  to  court,"  answered  Arthur,  **  without  any 
delay.  Walt  for  me  in  half  an  hour  by  that  finrntain  in 
the  street,  which  projects  into  the  air  such  a  magnificent 
pillar  of  water,  surrounded,  I  would  almost  swear,  by  a 
vapour  like  steam,  serving  as  a  shroud  to  the  jet  which  it 
envelopes.** 

"  The  jet  is  so  surrounded,"  answered  the  Provencal, 
"  because  it  is  supplied  by  a  hot  spring  rising  from  the 
bowels  of  the  earth,  and  the  touch  of  frost  on  this  autumn 
morning  makes  the  vapour  more  distinguishable  than  usual. 
— But  if  it  is  good  King  Rene  whom  you  seek,  you  will 
find  him  at  this  time  walking  in  his  chimney.  Do  not 
be  afraid  of  approaching  him,  for  there  never  was  a  mon- 
arch so  easy  of  access,  especially  to  good-looking  strangers 
like  you,  seignorie." 

"  But  his  ushers,"  said  Arthur,  "  will  not  admit  me 
mto  his  hall." 

«  His  hall !"  repfeated  Thiebault— "  Whose  hall  ?" 

<<  Why,  King  Rent's,  I  apprehend.     If  he  is  walking 
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in  a  cliiainay>  it  can  only  be  in  tbat  of  bis  ball,  and  a 
stately  one  it  must  be  to  give  him  room  for  such  exer- 
cise." 

"  You  mistake  my  meaning,'*  said  the  guide,  laughing 
— "  What  we  call  King  Rene's  chimney  is  the  narrow 
parapet  yonder ;  it  extends  between  these  two  towers, 
has  an  exposure  to  the  south,  and  is  sheltered  in  every 
oth^r  direction.  Yonder  it  is  his  pleasure  to  walk  and 
enjoy  the  beams  of  the  sun,  on  such  coolsmomings  as  the 
present.  It  nurses,  he  says,  his  poetical  vein.  If  you 
approach  his  promenade  he  will  readily  speak  to  you, 
unless,  indeed,  he  is  in  the  very  act  of  a  poetical  compo- 
sition." 

Arthur  could  not  forbear  smiling  at  the  thoughts  of  a 
king,  eighty  years  of  age,  broken  down  with  misfortunes 
and  beset  with  dangers,  who  yet  amused  himself  with 
walking  in  an  open  parapet,  and  composing  poetry  in 
presence  of  all  such  of  his  loving  subjects  as  chose  to 
look  on. 

"  If  you  will  walk  a  few  steps  this  way,"  said  Thie- 
bault,  "  you  may  see  the  good  King,  and  judge  whether 
or  not  you  vn^l  accost  him  at  present.  I  will  dispose  of 
the  people,  and  await  your  orders  at  the  fountain  in  the 
Corso." 

Arthur  saw  no  objection  to  the  proposal  of  his  guide, 
and  was  npt  unwilling  to  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing 
something  of  the  good  King  Rene,  before  he  was  intro- 
duced to  his  presence. 
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CHAPTER  XII.  s 

Ay,  this  is  he  who  wears  the  wreath  of  bays 

■Wove  by  Apollo  and  the  Sisters  Nine, 

Which  Jove's  dread  lightning^  scathes  not.    He  bath  doA 

The  cumbrous  helm  of  steel,  aod  flung  aside 

Tfa«  yet  more  gsUing  diadem  of  gold  $ 

While,  with  a  leafy  circlet  round  bis  brows. 

He  reigns  the  King  of  Lovers  and  of  Poets. 

A  CAUTIOUS  approach  to  the  chimney,  that  is,  the  fa* 
vourite  walk  of  the  King,  who  is  described  by  Shakspeare 
as  bearing 

—  the  style  of  King  of  Naples, 
Of  both  the  Sicilies,  and  Jerusalem, 
Yet  not  so  wealthy  as  an  English  yeoman, 

gave  Arthur  the  perfect  survey  of  his  Majesty  in  person. 
He  saw  an  old  man,  with  locks  and  beard,  which,  in  am- 
plitude and  whiteness,  nearly  rivalled  those  of  the  envoy 
from  Schwitz,  but  with  a  fresh  and  ruddy  colour  in  his 
sheek,  and  an  eye  of  great  vivacity.  His  dress  was 
showy  to  a  degree  almost  inconsistent  with  his  years ;  aod 
his  step,  not  only  firm  but  full  of  alertness  and  vivacity, 
while  occupied  in  traversing  the  short  and  sheltered  walk, 
which  he  had  chosen,  rather  for  comfort  than  for  privacy, 
showed  juvenile  vigour,  still  animating  an  aged  frame. 
The  old  King  carried  his  tablets  and  a  pencil  in  his  hand, 
seeming  totally  abstracted  in  his  own  thoughts,  and  indif- 
ferent to  being  observed  by  several  persons  from  the  pub« 
lie  street  beneath  his  elevated  promenade. 

Of  these,  some,  from  their  dress  and  manner,  seemed 
themselves  Troubadours  ;  for  they  held  in  their  hands 
rebecks,  rotes,  small  portable  harps,  and  other  indications 
of  their  profession.  Such  appeared  to  be  stationary,  as 
if  engaged  in  observing,  and  recording  their  remarks  on 
the  meditations  of  their  Prince.  Other  passengers,  bent 
on  their  own  more  serious  afl&irs,  looked  up  to  the  King 
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as  to  some  one  whom  they  were  accustomed  to  see  daily, 
but  never  passed  without  doffing  their  bonnets,  and  ex- 
pressing, by  a  suitable  obeisance,  a  respect  and  aflection 
towards  his  person,  wfaidi  appeared  to  make  up  in  cor- 
diality of  feeling  what  it  wanted  in  deep  and  solemn 
deference* 

Ren^,  in  the  meanwhile,  was  apparently  unconscious 
both  of  the  gaze  of  $uch  as  $tood  still,  or  the  greeting 
of  those  who  passed  on,  his  mind  seeming  altogether  en- 
grossed with  the  apparent  labour  of  some  arduous  task  in 
poetry  or  music.  He  walked  fast  or  slow  as  best  suited 
the  progress  of  composition.  At  times  he  stopped  tcj 
mark  hastily  down  on  his  tablets  something  wbich  seemed 
to  occur  to  htm  as  deserving  of  preservation  }  at  other 
times  he  dashed  out  what  he  had  written,  and  flung  down 
the  pencil  as  if  in  a  sort  of  despair.  On  these  occasions, 
the  Sibylline  leaf  was  carefully  picked  up  by  a  beautiful 
page,  his  only  attendant,  who  reverently  observed  the 
fifst  suitable  opportunity  of  restoring  it  again  to  his  royal 
hand.  The  same  youth  hore  a  viol,  on  which,  at  a  sig- 
nal from  his  master,  he  ocoasionaiiy  struck  a  few  musical 
notes,  to  which  the  old  King  listened^  now  with  a  soothed 
and  satisfied  air,  now  with  a  discontented  and  anxious 
brow.  At  times,  his  enthusiasm  rose  so  high,  tliat  he 
even  hopped  and  skipped,  with  an  activity  which  l)is 
years  did  not  promise  ;  at  other  times  his  motions  were 
extremely  slow,  and  occasionally  he  stood  still,  like  one 
.wrapped  in  the  deepest  and  most  anxious  meditation. 
When  he  chanced  to  look  on  the  group  which  seemed  to 
watdi  his  modons,  and  who  ventured  even  to  salute  him 
with  a  murmur  of  apfrfause,  it  was  only  to  distinguish 
them  with  a  friendly  and^  goodrhumoured  nod  ;  a  saluia- 
&»  widi  vMofa,  likewise,  he  failed  not  to  reply  to  tlie 
greeting  of  the  oceasional  passengers,  when  his  earnest 
attention  to  hk  Cask,  whatever  it  might  be,  permitted  hitn 
to  observe  them. 

At  length  the  royal  eye  lighted  upon  Arthur,  whose 
at^de  of  stlem  observation,  and  the  distinction  of  his 
%uj«,  pointed  him  out  as  a  stranger.     Ren^  beckoned 
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to  his  page,  who,  receiving  his  master's  commands  m  a 
whisper,  descended  from  the  royal  chimney,  to  the  broad- 
er platform  beneath,  which  was  open  to  general  resort. 
The  youth,  addressing  Arthur  with  much  courtesy,  in- 
formed him  the  King  desired  to-speak  with  him.  The 
young  Englishman  had  no  alternative  but  that  of  ap- 
proaching, though  pondering  much  in  his  own  mind  how 
he  ought  to  comport  himself  towards  such  a  singulai 
specimen  of  royalty. 

When  he  drew  near,  King  Rene  addressed  him  in  a 
tone  of  courtesy  not  unmingled  with  dignity,  and  Arthur's 
awe  In  his  immediate  presence  was  greater  than  he  him- 
self could  have  anticipated  from  his  previous  conception 
of  the  royal  character. 

"  You  are,  from  your  appearance,  fair  sir,"  said  King 
Rene,  "  a  stranger  in  this  country.  By  what  name  must 
we  call  you,  and  to  what  busines^are  we  to  ascribe  the 
happiness  of  seeing  you  at  our  court  ?" 

Arthur  remained  a  moment  silent,  and  the  good  old 
man,  imputing  it  to  awe  and  timidity,  proceeded  in  an 
encouraging  tone. 

"  Modesty  in  youth  is  ever  commendable ;  you  are 
doubtless  an  acolyte  in  the  noble  and  joyous  science  of 
Minstrelsy  and  Music,  drawn  hither  by  the  willing  wel- 
come which  we  afford  to  the  professors  of  those  arts,  in 
which — praise  be  to  Our  Lady  and  the  saints  ! — ^we  have 
ourself  been  deemed  a  proficient." 

"  I  do  not  aspire  to  the  honours  of  a  Troubadour," 
answered  Arthur. 

"  I  believe  you,"  answered  the  King,  "  for  your  speech 
smacks  of  the  northern,  or  Norman-French,  such  as  is 
spoken  in  England  and  other  unrefined  nations.  But 
you  are  a  minstrel,  perhaps,  from  these  ultramontane 
parts.  Be  assured  we  despise  not  their  efibrts ;  for  we 
have  listened,  not  without  pleasure  and  instruction,  to 
many  of  their  bold  and  wild  romaunts,  which,  though 
rude  in  device  and  language,  and,  therefore,  far  inferior 
to  the  regulated  poetry  of  our  Troubadours,  have  yet 
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mxaeMBg  in  ihdr  pcwrerful  mid  rough  measure,  which 
occasiooaHy  rouses  the  heart  like  the  sound  of  a  trumpet/' 

^<  1  have  felt  the  tmth  of  your  Grace's  observation, 
when  I  have  heard  the  songs,  of  my  country,"  said  Ai^ 
thur ;  "  but  I  have  neither  skill  nor  audacity  to  imitate 
what  I  admire — My  latest  residence  has  been  in  Italy/' 

<^  You  are  perhaps  then  a  proocieot  in  painting/'  said 
Rene  ;  "  an  art  which  applies  itself  to  the  eye  as  poetry 
and  music  do  to  the  ear,  and  is  scarce  less  in  esteem  with 
us.  If  you  are  skilful  in  the  art,  you  have  come  to  a 
monarch  who  bves  it,  and  the  fair  country  in  which  it  is 
practised." 

"  In  simple  truth,  Sire,  I  am  an  Englishman,  and  my 
hand  has  been  too  much  welk'd  and  hardened  by  practice 
of  the  bow,  die  lance,  and  the  sword,  to  touch  the  harp, 
or  even  the  pencil." 

^'  An  Englishman  T'  said  Ren^,  obviously  relaxing 
in  the  warmth  of  his  welcome  ;  <<  and  what  brings  you 
here  ?  England  and  I  have  long  had  little  friendship 
together." 

"  It  is  even  on  that  account  that  I  am  here,"  ssud  Ar- 
thur. <'  I  come  to  pay  my  homage  to  your  Grace's 
daughter,  the  Princess  Margaret  of  Anjou,  whom  I  and 
many  true  Englishmen  regard  still  as  our  Queen,  though 
traitors  have  usurped  her  title." 

<<  Alas,  good  youth,"  said  Ren^,  "  I  must  grieve  for 
you,  while  I  respect  your  loyalty  and  faith.  Had  my 
daughter  Margaret  been  of  my  mind,  she  had  long  since 
abandoned  pretensions,  which  have  drowned  in  seas  of 
blood  the  noblest  and  bravest  of  her  adtierents." 

The  King  seemed  about  to  say  more,  but  chficked 
himself. 

"  Go  to  my  palace,"  he  said ;  "  enquire  for  the  Sen- 
eschal Hugh  de  Saint  Cyr,  he  will  give  thee  the  means 
of  seeing  Margaret — that  is,  if  it  be  her  will  to  see  thee. 
If  not,  good  English  youth,  return  to  my  palace,  and  thou 
shah  have  hospitable  entertainment ;  for  a  King  who  loves 
minstrelsy,  music,  and  paining,  is  ever  most  sensible  to 
the  claims  of  honour,  virtue,  and  loyalty ;  and  I  read  in 
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tbj  looks  thou  art  possessed  of  these  qualities,  and  wit 
lingly  believe  thou  inayst,  in  nlore  qiriei  times,  aspile  to 
share  the  honours  of  the  joyous  science.  But  if  thoci 
hast  a  heart  to  be  touched  by  the  sense  of  beauty  and 
fair  proportion,  it  will  leap  wkhin  thee  m  the  first  sight 
of  my  palace,  the  stately  grace  of  which  may  be  com- 
pared to  the  feuldess  form  c^  some  high-bred  ckme,  or  the 
artful,  yet  seeniingly  simple  modulations  of  such  a  tune 
as  we  bavcribeen  now  composing." 

The  King  seemed  disposed  to  take  his  instrument,  and 
indulge  the  youth  with  a  rehearsal  of  the  strain  he  had 
just  arranged  ;  but  Arthur  at  that  moment  experienced 
the  painful  internal  feeling  of  that  peculiar  species  of 
riiame,  which  well-conseructed  minds  feel  when  ^ey  see 
others  express  a  great  assumption  of  importance,  with  a 
confidence  that  they  are  exciting  admiration,  when  in  fiiof 
they  are  only  elposing  themselves  to  ridicule.  Arthur, 
in  shonrt,  took  leave,  **  in  very  shame,"  of  the  King  of 
Niaples,  both  the  Sbilies,  and  Jerusalem,  in  a  itonneir 
somewhat  more  abrupt  than  ceremony  demanded.  The 
King  looked  after  him,  with  some  wonder  at  this  want 
of  breeding,  which,  however,  he  imputed  to  his  visiter's 
insular  education,  and  then  again  began  to  twangle  his 
vid. 

"The  old  fool!"  said  Arthur;  «  his  daughter  is  de- 
throned, his  dominions  crumbling  to  pieces,  his  family  on 
the  eve  of  becoming  extinct,  -his  grandson  driven  from 
one  lurking -place  to  another,  and  expelled' from  his  moth- 
er's inheritance, — ax?*^  ^^  '*^n  find  amusement  in  these 
fopperies !  I  thought  him,  with  his  long  white  beard, 
like  Nicholas  Bonstetten  ;  but  the  old  Swiss  is  a  Sok)mon 
compared  with  him." 

As  these  and  other  reflections,  highly  disparaging  to 
King  Ren£,  passed  through  Arthur's  mind,  he  reached 
the  place  of  rendezvous,  and  found  Thiebault  beneath 
the  steaming  fountain,  forced  from  one  of  those  hot  spnngs 
which  had  been  the  delight  of  the  Romans  from  an  eaHy 
period.  Thiebault,  having  assured  his  master  that  h^ 
retinue,  horse  and  man,  were  so  disposed  as  to  be  readv 
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on  an  instant's  call,  readily  undertook  to  guide  him  to 
King  Rene's  palace>  which,  from  its  singularity,  and  in-> 
deed  its  beauty  of  architecture,  deserved  the  eulogiom 
which  the  old  monarch  had  bestowed  upon  it.  The  front 
consisted  of  three  toners  of  Roman  architecture,  two  of 
them  being  placed  on  the  angles  of  the  palace,  and  the 
third,  which  served  the  purpose  of  a  mausoleum,  forming 
a  part  of  the  group,  though  somewhat  detached  from  the 
other  buildings.  This  last  was  a  structure^  beautiful 
proportions*  The  lower  part  of  the  edifice  was  square, 
servipg  as  a  sort  of  pedestal  to  the  upper  part,  which  was 
circuJar,  and  surrounded  by  columns  of  massive  granite. 
The  other  two  towers  at  the  angles  of  the  palace  were 
round,  and  also  ornamented  with  pillars,  and  with  a  double 
row  of  windows.  In  front  of,  and  connected  with,  these 
Roman  remains,  to  which  a  date  has  been  assigned  as 
early  as  the  fifth  or  sixth  century,  arose  the  ancient  pal- 
ace of  the  Counts  of  Provence,  built  a  century  or  twc 
later,  but  where  a  rich  Gothic  or  Moorish  front  contrast- 
ed, and  yet  harmonized,  with  the  more  regular  and  mas- 
sive architecture  of  the  lords  of  the  world.  lt*is  not 
more  than  thirty  or  forty  years  since  this  very  curious 
remnant  of  antique  art  was  destroyed,  to  make  room  for 
new  public  buildings,  which  have  never  yet  been  erected. 
Arthur  really  experienced  some  sensation  of  the  kind 
which  the  old  King  had  prophesied,  and  stood  looking 
with  wonder  at  the  ever-open  gate  of  the  palace,  into 
which  men  of  all  kinds  seemed  to  enter  freely.  Aftei 
looking  around  for  a  few  minutes,  the  young  Englishman 
ascended  the  steps  of  a  noble  portico,  and  asked  of  a 
porter,  as  old  and  as  lazy  as  a  great  man's  domestic  ought 
to  be,  for  the  seneschal  named  to  him  by  the  King.  The 
corpulent  janitor,  with  great  politeness,  p\it  the  stranger 
under  the  charge  of  a  page,  who  ushered  him  to  a  cham- 
ber, in  whicl^  he  found  another  aged  functionary  of  high- 
er rank,  with  a  comely  face,  a  clear  composed  eye,  and  r 
brow  which,  having  never  been  knit  into  gravity,  inti- 
mated that  the  seneschal  of  Aix  was  a   proficient  in  the 
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philbrophy  of  his  royal  master.  He  reoognised  Arthur 
the  moment  he  addressed  him. 

<<  Yon  speak  northern  French,  fair  sir ;  you  have 
lighter  hair  and  a  fairer  complexion  than  the  natives  of 
this  country — You  ask  after  Queen  Margaret — By  all 
these  marks  I  read  you  English — Her  Grace  of  England 
is  at  this  moment  paying  a  vow  at  the  monastery  of  Mont 
Saint  Victoire,  and  if  your  name  be  Arthur  Philipson,  I 
have  commission  to  forward  you  to  her  presence  imme* 
diately — that  is^  as  soon  as  you  have  tasted  of  the  royal 
provision." 

The  young  man  would  have  remonstrated,  but  the 
seneschal  left  him  no  leisure. 

^<  Meat  and  mass/^  he  said,  <<  never  hindered  work-«^ 
it  is  perilous  to  youth  to  journey  too  far  on  an  empty 
stomach — ^he  himself  would  take  a  mouthful  with  the 
Queen's  guest,  and  pledge  him  to  boot  in  a  flask  of  old 
Hermitage." 

The  board  was  covered  with  an  alacrity  which  showed 
that  hospitality  was  familiarly  exercised  in  King  Rent's 
dominions.  Pasties,  dishes  of  game,  the  gallant  boards 
head,  and  other  delicacies,  were  placed  on  the  table,  and 
the  seneschal  played  the  merry  host,  frequently  apologiz* 
ing  (unnecessarily)  for  showing  an  indiflerent  example, 
as  it  was  his  duty  to  carve  before  King  Rene,  and  the 
good  King  was  never  pleased  unless  he  saw  him  feed  lus- 
tily as  well  asfarve  featly. 

«  But  for  you,  sir  guest,  eat  freely,  since  you  may  not 
see  food  again  till  sunset ;  for  the  good  Queen  takes  her 
misfortunes  so  to  heart  that  sighs  are  her  food,  and  her 
tears  a  bottle  of  drink,*  as  the  Psalmist  hath  it.  But  I 
bethink  me  you  will  need  steeds  for  yourself  and  your 
equipage  to  reach  Mont  Sdnt  Victoire,  which  is  seven 
miles  from  Aix."  * 

Arthur  intimated  that  he  had  a  guide  and  horses  in  at- 
tendance, and  begged  permission  to  take  his  adieu.  The 
worthy  seneschal,  his  fair  round  belly  graced  with  a  gold 
chain,  accompanied  him  to  the  gate  with  a  step,  wliich  a 
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fumk  fil  «r  ^  0Ottt  had  modttred  lincertah,  but  mfaieh, 
he  assured  Arthur,  would  vanish  before  Uuee  (kya'  use 
ef  Aq  hot  9prings.  Tbiehault  appeared  before  the  gate^ 
not  With  the  tired  steeds  bom  vhich  the^  bad  disoHmDled 
ae  faouir  aioce>  but  wkb  fresh  palfreys  firoia  the  stable  of 
the  King. 

^^  They  aie  youra  from  the  mooseat  yteii  have  put  (o&t 
in  stirrup/'  said  the  seoeacbal ;  <<  the  good  King  Ren^ 
never  reeeived  bade  as  bis  property  a  facHrse  which  he 
bad  lent  to  a  geesi ;  and  that  is  perhaps  one  reason  why 
his  Highness  and  we  of  his  household  must  walk  often 
a.-foot*'' 

Here  the  seneschal  exchanged  greetings  with  bis  young 
viate^r^  y»b^  lode  fer^  to  seek  Queen  Mwgarel's  place 
ef  leaaporary  retirefoent  at  the  celebrated  monastery  of 
Swnt  Victoire.  He  demaiided  of  hb  guide  in  which  di- 
neetion  it  lay,  who  poisied,.  with  an  air  of  triumph,  to  a 
mountain  three  thousand  feet  and  upwards  in  height, 
whiefa  arose  at  6ire  or  six  miles^  distance  from  the  town, 
and  which  its  bold  and  rocky  summit  rendered  the  most 
distinguished  object  of  the  landscape.  Thiebault  spoke 
of  it  with  unusual  glee  and  energy,  so  much  so  i^  to  lead 
Arthur  to  coneeive  that  his  trusty  squire  bad  not  neglect* 
ed  to  avail  himself  of  the  lavish  hospitality  of  Z4€  bon 
Roy  Rent,  Thiebault,  however,  continued  to  expatiate 
on  the  fame  of  the  mountain  and  monastery.  They  de» 
rived  their  name,  he  said,  from  a  great  viqfory  which  was 
gained  by  a  Rono^ui  general,  named  Caio  Mado,  against 
two  large  armies  of  Saracens  with  ultramontane  narnee) 

ithe  Teutones  probably  and  Cimbri,)  in  gratitude  to 
leaven  for  which  victoty  Caio  Mario  vowed  to  build  a 
QEionastery  on  the  mountain^  for  ibe  service  of  the  Virgin 
Mary,  in  honour  of  whom  he  had  been  baptised.  With 
alf,  the  importance  of  a  local  connoisseur,  Thiebault  pro^ 
ceeded  to  prove  his  general  assertion  by  speeiBe  facrs. 

**  Yonder,"  he  said,  "  was  the  camp  of  the  Sankoene, 
from  which,  when  the  battle  was  apparently  decided,  their 
wives  and  women  rushed,  with  horriUe  screams,  disheir-» 
elled  hair,  and  the  gestures  of  furies,  and  for  a  thne  pre- 
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vailed  in  stopping  the  flight  of  the  men."  He  pointed 
out  too  the  river,  for  access  to  which,  cut  off  by  the  su- 
perior geaeralsfatp  of  the  Romans,  the  barbarians,  whom 
he  called  Saracens,  hazarded  the  action,  and  whose  streams 
they  empurpled  with  their  blood.  In  short,  he  mention- 
ed many  circumstances  which  showed  how  aceorately 
tradition  will  preserve  the  particulars  of  ancient  events, 
even  whilst  forgetting,  mistating,  and  confounding  dates 
and  persons. 

Perceiving  that  Arthur  lent  him  a  not  unwilling  car, — 
for  it  may  be  supposed  that  the  education  of  a  youth  bred 
up  in  tbe  heat  of  civil  wars,  was  not  well  qualified  to 
criticise  his  account  of  the  wars  of  a  distant  period, — the 
Provencal,  when  he  had  exhausted  this  topic,  drew  up 
close  to  his  master's  side,  and  asked,  in  a<suppressed  tone, 
whether  he  knew,  or  was  desirous  of  being  made  ac- 
quainted with,  the  cause  of  Margaret's  having  left  Aix, 
to  estaUish  herself  in  the  monastery  of  St.  Victoire  ? 

"  For  the  accomplishment  of  a  vow,"  answered  Ar- 
thur ;  "  all  the  world  knows  it." 

"  AH  Aix  knows  the  contrary,"  said  Thiebault ;  **  and 
1  can  tell  you  the  truth,  so  I  were  sure  it  would.not  ofhnd 
your  seignorie." 

'^  The  truth  can  offend  no  reasonable  man,  so  it  be  ex- 
pressed in  the  terms  of  which  Queen  Margaret  must  be 
spoken  in  the  presence  of  an  Englishman." 

Thus  replied  Arthur,  willing  to  receive  what  informa- 
tion he  could  gather,  and  desirous,  at  the  same  time,  to 
check  the  petulance  of  his  attendant. 

"  I  have  nothing,"  replied  his  follower,  "  to  state  in 
disparagement  of  the  gracious  Queen,  whose  only  misfor- 
tune is,  that,  like  her  royal  father,  she  has  more  titled 
than  towns.  Besides,  I  know  well  that  you  Englishmen, 
though  you  speak  wildly  of  your  sovereigns  yourselves, 
will  not  permit  others  to  fail  in  respect  to  them." 

•"  Say  on,  then,"  answered  Arthur. 

"  Your  seignorie  must  know,  then,"  said  Thiebaulf, 
thai  i'  t*  rrtod  King  Rene  has  been  much  disturbed  bythd 
d    ,.  .;><.  luiK^hdy  which  afflicted  Queen  Margaret,  atid 
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has  bent  himself  with  all  his  power,  to  change  it  into  a 
gayer  humour.  He  made  entertainments  in  public  and 
m  private ;  he  assembled  minstrels  and  troubadours,  whose 
music  and  poetry  might  have  drawn  smiles  from  one  on 
his  deathbed.  The  whole  country  resounded  with  mirtb 
and  glee,  and  the  gracious  Queen  could  not  stir  abroad  in 
the  most  private  manner,  but  before  she  had  gone  a  hun- 
dred paces,  she  lighted  on  an  ambush,  consisting  of  some 
pretty  pageant,  or  festlvous  mummery,  composed  often 
by  the  good  King  himself,  which  interrupted  her  solitude, 
in  purpose  of  relieving  her  heavy  thoughts  with  some 
pleasant  pastime.  But  the  Queen's  deep  melancholy 
rejected  all  these  modes  of  dispelling  it,  and  at  length 
she  confined  herself  to  her  own  apartments,  and  abso- 
lutely rafused  to  see  even  her  royal  father,  because  he 
generally  brought  into  her  presence  those  whose  produc- 
tions he  thought  likely  to  soothe  her  sorrow.  Indeed  she 
seemed  to  hear  the  harpers  with  loathing,  and,  excepting 
one  wandering  Englishman,  who  sung  a  rude  and  melan- 
choly ballad,  which  threw  her  into  a  flood  of  tears,  and 
to  whom  she  gave  a  chain  of  price,  she  never  seemed  to 
look  at,  or  be  conscious  of  the  presence  of  any  one.  And 
at  length,  as  I  have  had  the  honour  to  tell  your  seignorie, 
she  refused  to  see  even  her  royal  father,  unless  he  came 
alone  ;  and  that  he  found  no  heart  to  do." 

"  I  wonder  not  at  it,"  said  the  young  man  ;  «  by  the 
White  Swan,  I  am  rather  surprised  hb  mummery  drove 
her  not  to  firenzy." 

"  Something  like  it  indeed  took  place,"  said  Thie- 
bault ;  '^  and  I  will  tell  your  seignorie  how  it  chanced. 
You  must  know  that  good  King  Ren6,  unwilling  to  aban^ 
don  his  daughter  to  the  foul  fiend  of  melancholy,  be- 
thought him  of  making  a  grand  effort.  You  must  know 
further,  that  the  King,  powerful  in  all  the  craft  of  Trou- 
badours and  Jongleurs,  is  held  in  peculiar  esteem  for  con- 
ducting mysteries,  and  other  of  those  gamesome  aftd 
delightful  sports  and  processions,  with  which  our  holy 
church  permits  her  graver  ceremonies  to  be  relieved  and 
diversified^  to  the  cheering  of  the  hearts  of  all  trae  chil- 
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dren  of  religion.  It  is  admitted  that  no  one  has  ever  been 
able  to  approach  his  excellence  in  the  arrangement  of 
the  Fete-Dieu ;  and  the  tune  to  which  the  devils  cudgel 
Ring  Herod,  to  the  great  edi6cation  of  all  Christian 
spectators,  is  of  our  good  King's  royal  composition.  He 
hath  danced  at  Tarasconne  in  the  ballet  of  Saint  Martha 
and  the  Dragon,  and  was  accounted  in  his  own  person, 
the  only  actor  competent  to  present  the  Tarrasque.  His 
Highness  introduced  also  a  new  ritual  into  the  consecra 
tion  of  the  Boy  Bishop,  and  composed  an  entire  set  of 
grotesque  music  for  the  Festival  of  Asses.  In  short,  his 
Grace's  strength  lies  in  those  pleasing  and  becoming  fes- 
tivities which  strew  the  path  of  edification  with  flowers, 
and  send  men  dancing  and  singing  on  their  way  to 
Heaven. 

"  Now  the  good  King  Ren6,  feeling  his  own  genius  for 
such  recreative  compositions,  resolved  to  exert  it  to  the 
utmost,  in  the  hope  that  he  might  thereby  relieve  the 
melancholy  in  which  his  daughter  was  pkmged,  and 
which  infected  all  that  approached  her.  It  chanced, 
some  short  time  since,  that  the  Queen  was  absent  for 
certain  days,  I  know  not  where  or  on  what  business,  but 
it  gave  the  good  King  time  to  make  his  preparations.  So 
when  his  daughter  returned,  he  with  much  importunity 
prevailed  on  her  to  make  part  of  a  religious  procession 
to  Saint  Sauveur,  the  principal  church  in  Aix.  The 
Queen,  innocent  of  what  was  intended,  decked  herself 
with  solemnity,  to  witness  and  partake  of  what  she 
expected  would  prove  a  work  of  grave  piety.  .  But  no 
sooner  had  she  appeared  on  the  esplanade  in  frcnt  of  the 
palace,  than  more  than  an  hundred  masks,  dressed  up 
like  Turks,  Jews,  Saracens,  Moors,  and  I  know  not 
whom  besides,  crowded  around,  to  offer  their  homage,  in 
the  character  of  the  Queen  of  Sheba  ;  and  a  grotesque 
piece  of  music  called  them  to  arrange  themselves  for  a 
ludicrous  ballet,  in  which  they  address  the  Queen  in  the 
most  entertaining  manner,  anfl'with  the  most  extravagant 
irestures.  The  Queen,  stunned  wkh  the  noise,  and 
affronted  with  the  petulance  of  this  unexpected  onsets 
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would  have  gone  back  into  the  palace  j  but  the  doors  had 
been  shut  by  the  King's  order  so  soon  as  she  set  forth  | 
and  her  retreat  io  that  direction  was  cut  off.  Finding 
herself  excluded  from  the  palace,  the  Queen  advance^ 
to.  the  front  of  the  fa^ade.^  and  endeavoured  by  signs  and 
words  to  appease  the  hubbub,  but  the  maskers,  who  had 
their  instructions,  only  answered  with  songs,  music,  and 
shouts." 

•'  1  would,"  said  Arthur,  "  there  had  been  a  score  of 
English  yeomen  in  presence,  with  their  quarter-staves,  to 
teach  tl)e  bawling  villains  resjpi^ct  for  one  that  hdi^.  w^rn 
the  crown  of  England  !" 

'<  All  the  noise  that  wa^  made  before  was  silence  and 
soft  music,"  continued  Thiebaultj  "  till  that  when  the 
good  King  himself  appeared,  grotesquely  dressed  in  th^ 
character  of  King  Solomon"— «— 

"  To  whom,  of  all  princes,  he  has  the  least  resen;k« 
blance,"  said  Arthur 

"  With  such  capers  and  gesticulations  of  welcome  to 
the  Queen  of  Sheba,  as,  I  am  assured  by  those  who  saw 
it,  would  have  brought  a  dead  man  alive  again,  or  killed 
a  living  man  with  laughing.  Among  other  properties,  he 
had  in  his  hand  a  truncheon,  somewhat  formed  like  a 
fool's  bauble". 

"  A  most  fit  sceptre  for  such  a  sovereign,"  said  Ar- 
thur  

"  Which  was  headed,"  continued  Tbiebaqlt,  "  by  a 
model  of  the  Jewish  Temple,  finely  gilded  and  curiously 
cut  in  pasteboard.  He  managed  this  wvth  the  utmost 
grace,  and  delighted  every  spectator  by  his  gaiety  and 
activity,  excepting  the  Queen,  who,  the  more  he  skipped 
and  capered,  seemed  to  be  the  more  incensed,  until,  on 
his  approaching  her  to  conduct  her  to  the  procession,  she 
seemed  roused  to  a  sort  of  frenzy,  struck  the  truncheon 
out  of  bis  band,  and  breaking  through  the  crowd,  who 
felt  as  if  a  tigress  had  leapt  amongst  them,  from  a  show- 
inan's  cart^  rushed  into  the  royal  court-yard.  Ere  the 
ftrder  of  the  scenip  representation,  which  her  violence 
bad  interrupted,  could  be  restored,  th^  Qaeeo.  again 
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ssued  forth,  mounted  knd  attended  by  two  6r  three 
English  cavaliers  of  her  Majesty's  suite.  '  She  forced 
her  way  through  the  crowd,  without  regarding  either 
ttietr  safety  or  her  own,  flew  like  a  hail-storm  along  the 
streets,  and  never  drew  bridle  till  she  was  as  far  up  this 
?ame  Mont  Saint  Victoire  as  the  road  would  permit. 
She  was  then  received  into  the  convent,  and  h&s  since 
remained  there ;  and  a  vow  of  penance  is  the  pretext  to 
cover  over  the  quarrel  betwixt  her  and  her  father." 

"  How  long  may  it  be,"  said  Arthur,  "  shice  these 
things  chanced?" 

**  It  is  but  three  days  since  Queen  Margaret  left  Atx 
m  the  manner  I  have  told  you. — But  we  are  come  as  ht 
up  the  mountain  as  men  usually  ride.  See  yonder  is  the 
monastery  ri^g  betwixt  two  huge  rocks,  which  form  the 
very  top  of  Mont  Saint  Victoh*.  There  is  no  mortf 
open  ground  than  is  afforded  by  the  cleft,  iftto  which  tbtf 
convent  of  Saint  Mary  of  Victory  is,  as  it  were,  niched } 
and  the  access  is  guarded  by  the  most  dangerous  precis 
pices.  To  ascend  the  monmain,  you  must  kec^p  that 
narrow  path,  which,  winding  ntfd  turning  ainiong  the 
diffi,  leads  at  length  to  the  summit  of  the  hill,  and  thef' 
gate  of  the  monastery." 

"  And  what  becomes  of  you  and  the  horses  ?**  said 
Arthur. 

"We  will  rest,"  said  Thiebault,  <Mn  the  *0dp5tAl 
maintained  by  tlie  good  fathers  at  the  bottortr  of  the' 
mountain,  for  the  accommodatiofrt  of  those  ^h6  aftenfd  otf 
pilgrims; — ^for  I  promise  you  the  shrin^r  is  Vidited' b'jr 
many  who  come  from  afar,  atid  are  attended  botW  by  man 
and  horse.— Care  rMt  for  me,^— I  sha*»  be  fii^t  under 
cover  5  but  there  muster  yonder  in  the  West  sorfrffe  thrfefrt* 
rang  clouds,  from  whiefr  your  sei^ol^le  n^ay  sufll^*  fncoh'- 
venience,  unless  you  resttb  the  coriv€?nf  iW  tin^e';  I  tWH= 
give  you  an  hour  to  do  the  feat,  and  W8l  say  ydli  tfny  ais 
active  as  a  chamois  hunter,  if  yoa  i^ch  it  within  the= 
time."  ,  ^ 

Arthur  lOoked  around  him,  and  di*  iittf^ed  retriark  ^ 
mustering  of  clouds'  in  the  distant  weiSi,  which  tksteti^l^^ 
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ad  soon  to  change  the  character  of  the  day,  which  had 
hitherto  beert  brilliaDtly  clear,  and  so  serene  that  the 
falling  of  a  leaf  might  have  been  heard.  He  therefore 
turned  him  to  the  steep  and  rocky  path  which  ascended 
the  mountain,  sometimes  by  scaling  almost  precipitous 
rocks,  and  sometimes  by  reaching  their  tops  by  a  more 
circuitous  process.  It  winded  through  thickets  of  wild 
boxwood  and  other  low  aromatic  shrubs,  which  a&rded 
some  pasture  for  the  nuxintain  goats,  but  were  a  bitter 
annoyance  to  the  traveller  who  had  to  press  through 
tliein.  Such  obstacles  were  so  frequent  that  the  full 
hour  allowed  by  Thiebault  had  elapsed  before  he  stood 
on  the  summit  of  Mont  Saint  Victoire,  and  in  front  of 
the  singular  convent  of  the  same  name. 

We  have  already  said,  that  the  crest  of  the  mountain, 
consisting  entirely  of  one  bare  and  solid  rock,  was  divid* 
ed  by  a  cleft  or  opening  into  two  beads  or  peaks,  between 
which  the  convent  was  built,  occupying  aU  the-  space 
between  them.  The  front  of  the  building  was  of  the 
most  ancient  and  sombre  cast  of  the  old  Gothic,  or  rath- 
er, as  it  has  been  termed,  the  Saxon  ;  and  in  that  respect 
corresponded  with  the  savage  exterior  of  the  naked 
cliffs,  of  which  the  structure  seemed  to  make  a  part, 
and  by  which  it  was  entirety  surrounded,  excepting  a 
small  open  space  of  more  level  ground,  where,  at  the 
expense*  of  much  toil,  and  by  carrying  earth  up  the  hill 
from  different  spots  where  they  could  collect  it  in  small 
quantities,  the  good  fathers  had  been  able  to  arrange  the 
accommodations  of  a  garden. 

A  bell  summoned  a  lay-brother,  the  porter  of  this 
singulariy  situated  monastery,  to  whom  Arthur  announced 
himself  as  an  English  merchant,  Philipson  by  naaie, 
who  came  to  fiay  his  duty  to  Queen  Margaret.  The 
porter,  with  much  respect,  showed  the  stranger  into  the 
convent,  and  ushered  him  into  a  parlour,  which,  looking 
towards  Aix,  commanded  an  extensive  and  splendid 
prospect  over  the  southern  and  western  parts  of  Provence. 
This  was  the  direction  in  which  Arthur  had  approached 
the  mountain   from   Aix;  but  the   circuitous   path  by 
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which  he  had  ascended  bad  completely  carried  him 
round  the  hill.  The  western  side  of  the  monastery,  to 
which  the  parlour  looked,  commanded  the  noble  view  we 
have  mentioned ;  and  a  species  of  balcony,  which,  con- 
necting the  two  twin  crags,  at  this  place  not  above  four 
or  five  yards  asunder,  ran  along  the  front  of  the  building, 
and  appeared  to  be  constructed  for  the  purpose  of  enjoy- 
ing it.  But  on  stepping  from  one  of  the  windows  of  the 
parlour  upon  this  battlemented  bartizan,  Arthur  became 
aware  that  the  wall  on  which  the  parapet  rested  stretched 
along  the  edge  of  a  precipice,  which  sunk  sheer  down 
five  hundred  feet  at  least  from  the  foundations  of  the 
convent.  Surprised  and  startled  at  finding  himself  on  so 
giddy  a  verge,  Arthur  turned  his  eyes  fipm  the  gulf  be* 
neath  him  to  admire  the  distant  landscape,  partly  ilium* 
ined,  with  ominous  lustre,  by  the  now  westerly  sun. 
The  setting  beams  showed  in  dark  red  splendour  a  vast 
variety  of  hill  and  dale,  champaign  and  cultivated  ground, 
with  towns,  churches,  and  castles,  some  of  which  rose 
from  among  trees,  while  others  seemed  founded  on  rocky 
eminences ;  others  again  lurked  by  the  side  of  streams  or 
lakes,  to  which  the  heat  and  drought  of  the  climate  nat- 
urally attracted  them. 

The  rest  of  the  landscape  presented  similar  objects 
when  the  weather  was  serene,  but  they  were  now  ren- 
dered indistinct,  or  altogether  obliterated,  by  the  sullen 
shade  of  the  approaching  clouds,  which  gradually  spread 
over  great  part  of  the  horizon,  and  threatened  altogether 
to  eclipse  the  sun,  though  the  lord  of  the  horizon  still 
struggled  to  maintain  his  influence,  and,  like  a  dying  hero, 
seemed  most  glorious  even  in  the  moment  of  defeat. 
Wild  sounds,  like  groans  and  howls,  formed  by  the  wind 
in  the  numerous  caverns  of  the  rocky  mountain,  added  to 
the  terrors  of  the  scene,  and  seemed  to  foretell  the  fury 
of  some  distant  storm,  though  the  air  in  general  was 
even  unnaturally  calm  and  breathless.  In  gazing  on  this 
extraordinary  scene,  Arthur  did  justice  to  the  monks  who 
had  chosen  this  wild  and  grotesque  situation,  fix>ro  which 
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they  oeaM  wknesB  Nttiire  in  her  wiMeA  iod  gnmd^sC 
demonstrations,  and  compare  the  nethingndis  of  bumao- 
ky  with  her  awful  coovuImobs.      ^ 

So  much  was  Aitlmr  awed  by  the  scene  before  biiDy 
that  he  had  almost  forgotten,  while  gasing  from  the  bar- 
tizan, the  important  business  which  had  hrocighl  him  to 
this  place,  when  it  was  suddenly  recalled  by  finding 
himsdf  in  the  presence  of  Margaret  of  Anjou,  who,  not 
seeing  him  in  the  parlour  of  reception,  bad  stept  upon 
the  balcony,  that  she  might  meet  with  him  the  sooner. 

The  Queen's  dress  was  black,  without  any  ornametit 
except  a  gold  coronal  of  an  inch  in  breadth,  restraining 
her  long  black  tresses,  of  wbidi  advancing  years^  and 
misfortunes,  bad  partly  altered  the  ImIc.  There  was 
placed  within  the  circkt  a  bhok  |^me  with  a  red  rooei 
the  last  of  the  season,  which  tiia  good  Cnher  who  kept 
the  garden  had  presented  to  ber  diat  mornings  as  lite 
badge  of  her  husband's  botisew  Garti,  iatigjue,  and  sor* 
row,  seemed  to  dwell  on  ber  brow  and  her  feailiuies.  To 
another  raessengei^,  she  would  in  aU  pnAabtltty  hw(t 
administered  a  sharp  reboke,.  for  not  being  alert  in  Im 
duty  to  reeeive  her  as  she  enitaped  y  bat  Aft^Ki^rVage  abd 
appearance  corresponded  with  that  of  ber*  kyved  And  lest 
son.  He  was .  the  son  of  a  lady  whom  Margaret  had 
loved  with  almost  sisterly  afiection,  and  the  ppeSenee  of 
iy[<bur  continued  to  excite  in  the  dethroned  Qm^cCi  the 
same  feelings  of  maternal  tenderness  which  bad  been 
awaJfiened  on  their  first  meeting  in  the  Cathedral  of 
Snasburg.  She  raised  him  as  he  kneeled  at  her  feet, 
9fcke  to  him  with  much  kindness,  and  encouraged  him 
to  detail  at  full  length  bis  father's  m^9sage>  and  such 
other  news  as  his  brief  restdence  at  Dijon  had  made  biei 
ae^naiiited  with. 

She  demanded  viiAoh  way  Duke  Cbai4e9  had  moved 
witfa  bis  army. 

'^  As  I  was  given  to  undersfasd  by  tbe^  master  of  his 
artfflery,''  said  Arthur,  "  towards  the  Lake  of  Neuf- 
cbatel,  on  which  ade  he  fwoposes  his  first  attack  aa  the 
Swiss/* 
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^  The  headstrong  fool  f*  said  Queen  Margaret,  — *<<fa# 
resembles  the  poor  lunaticy  who  went  to  the  summit  cff 
the  motmtafnj  that  he*  might  meet  the  rain  half  way. 
-*-Doe3  thy  father  then/*  coirtinued  Margaret,  *^  adyise 
me  to  give  up  the  last  remains  of  the  extensive  teniCD^ 
ries  once  the  dominions  of  our  royat  House,  and  for 
some  thousand  crowns,  and  the  paltry  aid  of  a  few  hun- 
dred lances,  to  relinquish  what  is  left  of  our  patrimony  to 
our  proud  and  selfish  kinsman  of  Burgundy,  who  ex- 
tends his  claim  to  our  allj  and  affi)rds  so  little  help,  or 
even  promise  of  half    in  return  ?" 

''  [  should  have  itt  discharged  my  fether^s  commis- 
sion," said  Arthur,  "  if  I  bad  left  your  Highness  to  think 
that  he  recommends  so  great  a  sacrifice.  He  feels  most 
deeply  the  Duke  of  Burgundy^s  grasping  desire  of  do- 
minion. Nevertheless,  be  thinks  that  Provence  must, 
on  King  Rene's  death,  or  sooner,  fall  either  to  the  share 
of  Duke  Charles,  or  to  Louis  of  France,  whatever  oppo- 
sition your  Highness  may  make  to  such  a  destination ;: 
and  it  may  be  that  my  father,  as  a  knight  and  a  soldiery 
hopeg^  much  from  obtaining  the  means  to  make  anodier 
attempt  on  Britain.  But  the  decision  must  rest  with 
your  Highness." 

"  Young  man,"  said  the  Queen,  "  the  contemplation 
of  a  question  so  doubtfiil  attnost  deprives  me  of  reason  !^ 

As  she  spoke,  she  sunk  down  a^  one  who  needs  rest, 
on  a  stone-seat  placed  on  the  very  verge  of  the  balcony, 
regardless  of  the  storm,  which  now  began  to  rise  witb 
dreadful  gusts  of  wind,  the  course  of  whiqh  being  inter- 
mitted and  altered  by  the  crags  round  whteh  they  howled, 
it  setmtSk  as  if  in  very  deed  Boreas,  and  EUiros,  an^ 
Cautus,  unchaining  the  winds  from  every  quarter  of  bea^ 
ven,  were  contending  for  mastery  around  the  convent  of 
our  Lady  of  Victory.  Amid  this  tumult,  and'  *mid  bB- 
lows  of  mist  which  concealed  the  bottom  of  ihepveoipjeey 
and  masses  of  clouds  wfiieb  racked  fearfuHy  over  their 
beads,  the  roar  of  the  descending  waters  rather  resemUed^ 
the  faH  of  cataracts  than  the  rushing  of  torrents  of  rain. 
The  seat  <m  which  llforgaret  had  placed  herself  was  in  tf 
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considerable  degree  sheltered  from  the  storm,  but  its  ed- 
dies, varying  in  every  direction,  often  tossed  ah)ft  her 
dishevelled  hair ;  and  we  cannot  describe  the  appearance 
of  her  noble  and  beautiful,  yet  ghastly  and  wasted  fea- 
tures, agitated  strongly  by  anxious  hesitation,  and  con- 
flicting thoughts,  unless  to  those  of  our  readers  who  have 
had  the  advantage  of  having  seen  our  inimitable  Siddoiis 
in  such  a  character  as  this.  Arthur,  confounded  by  anx- 
iety and  terror,  could  only  beseech  her  Majesty- to  retire  _ 
before  the  fury  of  the  approaching  storm,  into  the  interior 
of  the  convent. 

"  No,"  she  replied  with  finnness ;  "  roofs  and  walls 
have  ears,  and  monks,  though  they  have  forsworn  the 
world,  are  not  the  less  curious  to  know  what  passes  beyond 
their  cells.  It  is  in  this  place  you  must  hear  what  1  have 
to  say  ;  as  a  soldier  you  should  scorn  a  blast  of  wind  or 
a  shower  of  rain  ;  and  to  me,  who  have  often  held  coun- 
sel amidst  the  sound  of  trumpets  and  clash  of  arms, 
prompt  for  instant  fight,  the  war  of  elements  is  an  un- 
noticed trifle.  I  tell  thee,  young  Arthur  Vere,  as  I 
would  to  your  father — as  I  would  to  my  son — if  indeed 
Heaven  had  left  such  a  blessing  to  a  wretch  forlorn" 

She  paused,  and  then  proceeded. 

"  I  tell  thee,  as  I  would  have  told  my  beloved  Edward, 
that  Margaret,  whose  resolutiins  were  once  6rm  and  im- 
movable as  these  rocks  among  which  we  are  placed,  is 
now  doubtful  and  Variable  as  the  clouds  which  are  drifting 
around  us.  J  told  your  father,1n  the  joy  of  meeting  once 
more  a  subject  of  such  inappreciable  loyalty,  of  the  sacri- 
fices I  would  make  to  assure  the  assistance  of  Charles  €^ 
Burgundy,  to  so  gallant  an  undertaking  as  thal^hroposed  ^ 
to  him  by  the  faithful  Oxford.  But  since  I  saw  him,  I 
have  had  cause  of  deep  reflection.  I  met  my  aged  father 
only  to  oflTend,  and,  I  say  it  with  shame,  to  insult  the  old 
man  in  presence  of  his  people.  Our  tempers  are  as  op- 
posed as  the  sunshine,  which  a  short  space  since  gilded  a 
serene  and  beautiful  landscape,  diflfers  from  the  tempests 
which  are  now  wasting  it.  I  spumed  with  open  scorn  and 
contemnt  what  he,  in  his  mistaken  aflfection,  had  devised 
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for  meaDs  of  consolation,  and,  dbgusted  with  ihe  idle 
follies  which  he  had  devised  for  curing  the  melancholy  of 
a  dethroned  Queen,  a  widowed  spouse — and,  alas  !  *  a 
childless  mother,— I  retired  hither  from  the  noisy  and  idle 
mirth,  which  was  the  bitterest  aggravation  of  my  sorrows. 
Such  and  so  gentle  is  Rene's  temper,  that  even  my  un- 
filial  conduct  will  not  diminish  my  influence  over  him ; 
and  if  your  father  had  announced,  that  the  Duke  lof  Bur- 
gundy, like  a  knight  and  a  sovereign,  had  cordially  and 
nobly  entered  into  the  plan  of  the  faithful  Oxford,  I  could 
have  found  it  in  my  heart  to  obtain  the  cession  of  territory 
his  cold  and  ambitious  policy  requires,  in  order  to  ensure 
the  assistance,  which  he  now  postpones  to  afford,  till  he  has 
gratified  his  own  haughty  humour  by  settling  needless 
quarrels  with  his  unofiending  neighbours.  Since  I  have 
been*  here,  and  calmness  and  solitude  have  given  mc  time 
to  reflect,  I  have  thought  on  the  oflfences  I  have  given  the 
old  man,  and  on  the  wrongs  I  was  about  to  do  him.  My 
father,  let  me  do  him  justice,  is  also  the  father  of  his 
people.  They  have  dwelt  under  their  vines  and  fig-trees, 
in  ignoble  ease,  perhaps,  but  free  from  oppression  and 
exaction,  and  their  happiness  has  been  that  of  their  good 
King.  Must  I  change  all  this  ? — Must  I  aid  in  turning 
over  these  contented  people  to  a  fierce,  headlong,  arbitrary 
prince  ? — May  I  not  break  even  the  easy  and  thoughtless 
heart  of  my  poor  old  father,  should  I  succeed  in  urging 
him  to  do  so  ? — These  are  questions  which  I  shudder 
even  to  ask  myself.  On  the  other  hand,  to  disappoint  the 
toils,,  the  venturous  hopes  of  your  father,  to  forego  the  only 
opportunity  which  may  ever  agam  oflPer  itself,  of  revenge 
on  the  bloody  traitors  of  York,  and  restoration  of  the 
House  of  Lancaster  ! — Arthur,  the  scene  around  us  is  not 
so  convulsed  by  the  fearful  tempest  and  the  driving  clouds, 
as  my  mind  is  by  doubt  and  uncertainty." 

"  Alas,"  replied  Arthur,  "  I  am  too  young  and  inex- 
perienced to  be  your  Majesty's  adviser  in  a  case  so  ardu- 
ous.    I  would  my  father  had  been  in  presence  himself." 

^'  I  know  what  he  would  have  said,"  replied  the  Queen  * 
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<<  but  knowing  sH^  I  despair  of  M  from  humtti  courtt- 
ftellors— 1  have  souglit  others,  but  they  also  are  deaf  to 
my  entreaties.  Yes,  Arthur,  Margaret's  misfortunes  hame 
rendered  her  superstitious.  Know,  that  beneath  thes^ 
rocks,  and  under  the  foundation  of  this  convent,  ti)ere 
runs  a  cavern,  entering  by  a  secret  and  defended  passage 
a  little  to  the  westward  ot  the  siMncnit,  and  running  through 
the  mountain,  having  an  opening  to  the  south,  from  which, 
as  from  this  bartizan,  you  can  view  the  landscape  so  lately 
seen  from  this  balcony,  or  the  strife  of  winds  and  confu- 
sion c^  clouds  which  we  now  behold.  In  the  middle  of 
this  eavemous  thoroughfare  is  a  natural  pit,  or  perforation, 
of  great,  but  unknown  depth.  A  stone  dropped  into  it 
is  heard  to  dash  from  side  to  side,  until  the  noise  of  its 
descent,  thundering  from  cliff  to  cliff,  dies  away  in  distant 
and  faint  tinkling,  less  loud  than  that  of  a  sheep's  bell  at 
a  mile's  distance.  The  cotnmon  people,  in  their  jargon, 
call  this  fearful  gulf,  Lou  Garagoule  ;  and  the  traditions 
of  the  monastery  annex  wild  and  fearfel  recollections  to  a 
place  in  itself  sufficiently  terrible.  Oracles,  it  is  said, 
spoke  from  thence  in  pagan  days,  by  subterranean  voices^ 
arising  from  the  abyss ;  and  from  these  the  Roman  gen- 
eral is  said  to  have  heard,  in  strange  and  uncouth  rhymes, 
promises  of  the  victory  which  gives  name  to  thii3  mountain. 
Th^e  oracles,  it  is  averred,  may  be  yet  consulted  aftei 
performance  of  strange  rites,  in  which  heathen  ceremonies 
are  mixed  with  Christian  acts  of  devotion.  The  abbots 
of  Mont  Saint  Victoire  have  denounced  the  cotisuhatidn 
of  Lou  Garagoule,  and  the  spirits  who  reside  there,  to  be 
criminal.  Ekit  as  the  sin  may  be  expiated  by  presents  to 
the  church,  by  masses,  and  penances,  the  door  is  some- 
times opei^d  by  the  complaisant  fathers  to  those  whose 
daring  curiosity  leads  them,  at  &11  risks,  and  by  whatever 
means,  to  search  into  futurity.  Arthur,  I  have  made  the 
experiment,  and  am  even  now  returned  fh>m  the  glbomy 
cavern,  in  which,  according  to  the  traditional  ritual,  I 
have  spent  six  horus  by  the  margin  of  the  gulf,  a  plaee 
so  dismal,  that  after  its  horrors  even  this  tempestuous 
scene  is  refreshing." 
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The  Qtteen  stopped,  snd  Arthur,  the  more  struck  with 
the  wild  tale,  that  it  reminded  him  of  his  place  of  impris- 
onment at  La  Ferette,  asked  anxiously,  if  her  enquiries 
had  obtained  ftiiy  answer. 

«  None  whatever,*'  replied  the  mihappy  Princess. 
"  The  demons  of  Garagoule,  if  there  be  such,  are  deaf 
to  the  suit  of  an  unfortunate  wretch  like  me,  to  whom 
neither  friends  nor  fiends  will  a€^d  counsel  or  assistance. 
It  is  my  father's  circdmstances  whtch  prevent  my  mstant 
and  strong  resolution.  Were  my  own  claims  on  this 
piping  and  paltry  nation  of  Troubadours  alone  interested, 
I  could,  for  the  chance  of  once  more  setting  my  foot  in 
merry  England,  as  easily  and  willingly  resign  them,  and 
their  paltry  coronet,  as  I  commit  to  the  storm  this  idle 
emblem  of  the  royal  rank  which  I  have  lost." » 

As  Margaret  spoke,  she  tore  from  her  liair  the  sable 
feather  and  rose  which  the  tempest  h^d  detached  from 
the  circlet  in  which  they  wet^  placed,  and  tossed  them 
from  the  battlement  with  a  gesture  of  wild  energy.  They 
were  instantly  whirled  off  in  a  bickering  eddy  of  the  agi- 
tated clouds,  which  swept  the  feather  far  distant  into 
empty  space,  through  which  the  eye  could  not  pursue  it. 
But  while  that  of  Arthur  involuntarily  strove  to  follow  its 
course,  a  contrary  gust  ^  wind  caught  the  red  rose,  and 
drove  it  back  against  his  breast,  so  that  it  was  easy  for  him 
to  catch  hold  of  and  retain  it. 

"Joy,  joy,  and  good  fortune,  royal  mistress  !**  he 
said,  returning  to  her  the  emblematic  flower  ;  *^  the  tem- 
pest brings  back  the  badge  of  Lancaster  to  its  proper 
owner." 

"  I  accept  the  omen,"  said  Margaret ;  ^"  but  it  concerns 
yourself,  noble  youth,  and  not  me.  The  feather,  which 
is  borne  away  to  waste  and  desolation,  is  Margaret's  em- 
blem. My  eyes  will  never  see  the  restoration  of  the  line 
of  Lancaster.  But  you  will  live  to  behold  it,  and  to  aid 
to  achieve  it,  and  to  dye  our  red  rose  deeper  yet  in  the 
blood  of  tyrants  and  traitors.  My  thoughts  are  so 
strangely  poised,  that  a  feather  or  a  flower  may  turn  the 
scale.     But  my  head  is  still  giddy,  and  my  heart  sick. 
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— To-monow  you  sbaU  see  another  Margaret,  aod  tQ 
then  adieu." 

It  was  time  to  retire,  £>r  the  tempest  began  to  be  min^* 
gled  with  fiercer  showers  of  rain.  When  they  re-entered 
the  pariour,  the  Queen  clapped  her  hands,  and  two  female 
attendants  entered, 

"  I^t  the  Father  Abbot  know,"  she  said,  "  that  it  is 
our  desire  that  this  young  gentleman  receive  for  this  night 
such  hospitality  as  befits  an  esteemed  friend  of  ours. — 
Till  to-morrow,  young  sir,  farewell." 

With  a  countenance  which  betrayed  not  the  late  emo- 
tion of  her  mind,  and  with  a  stately  courtesy,  that  would 
have  become  her  when  she  graced  the  halls  of  Windsor, 
she  extended  her  hand,  which  the  youth  saluted  respect- 
fully. After  her  leaving  the  parlour,  the  Abbot  entered, 
and  in  his  attention  to  Arthur's  entertainment  and  accotn- 
modation  for  the  evening,  showed  his  anxiety  to  meet  and 
obey  Queen  Margaret's  wishes. 


CHAPTER  XIII. 

— — —  Want  you  a  man 
Experienced  in  tbe  world  and  its  affairs  f 
Here  he  is  for  your  parpose.—- He's  a  monk. 
He  bath  forsworn  tbe  world  and  all  its  work- 
Tbe  ratber  that  be  knows  it  passing  well, 
Special  tbe  worst  of  it,  for  he's  a  monk.    ^ 

Old  Play, 

While  the  dawn  of  the  morning  was  yet  grey,  Arthur, 
was  awakened  by  a  loud  ringing  at  the  gate  of  the  monas- 
tery, and  presently  afterwards  the  porter  entered  tbe  ceH 
which  had  been  allotted  to  him  for  his  lodgings,  to  tell 
him,  that,  if  his  name  was  Arthur  Philipson,  a  brother  o 
their  order  had  brought  him  despatches  from  his  father. 
The  youth  started  up,  hastily  attired  himself,  and  was  in- 
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troduced,  in  the  parlour,  to  a  Carmelite  mook,  being  of 
tlie  same  order  with  the  community  of  Saint  Victoire. 

"  1  have  ridden  many  a  mile,  young  man,  to  present 
you  with  this  letter,"  said  the  monk,  <<  having  undertaken' 
to  your  father  that  it  should  be  delivered  without  delay. 
I  came  to  Aix  last  night  during  the  storm,  and  learning 
at  the  palace  that  you  had  ridden  hither,  I  mounted  as 
soon  as  the  tempest  abated,  and  here  I  am." 

<<  I  am  beholden  to  you,  father,"  said  the  youth,  '^  and 
if  I  could  repay  your  pains  with  a  small  dohative  to  yo«ir 
convent" 

"  By  no  means,"  answered  the  good  father  ;  "  I  took 
my  persona]  trouble  out  of  friendship  to  your  father,  and 
mine  own  errand  led  me  this  way.  The  expenses  of  my 
long  journey  have  been  amply  provided  for.  But  open 
your  packet,  1  can  answer  your  questions  at  leisure." 

The  young  man  accordingly  stepped  into  an  embrasure 
of  the  window,  and  read  as  follows : — 

"  Son  Arthur, — ^Touching  the  state  of  the  country, 
m  so  far  as  concerns  the  safety  of  travelling,  know  that 
the  same  is  precarious.  The  Duke  hath  taken  the  towns 
of  Brie  and  Granson)  and  put  to  death  Gve  hundred  men, 
whom  he  made  pri|^ners  in  garrison  there.  But  the 
Confederates  are  approaching  with  a  large  force,  and 
God  will  judge  for  the  right.  Howsoever  the  game  may 
go,  these  are  sharp  wars,  in  which  little  quarter  is  spoken 
of  on  either  side,  and  therefore  there  is  no  safety  for  men 
of  our  profession,  till  something  decisive  shall  happen. 
In  the  meantime,  you  may  assure  the  widowed  lady,  that 
our  correspondent  continues  well  disposed  to  purchase 
the  property  which  she  has  in  hand ;  but  will  scarce  be 
able  to  pay  the  price  till  his  present  pressing  aftairs  shall 
be  settled,  which  I  hope  will  be  in  time  to  permit  us  to 
embark  the  funds  in  the  profitable  adventure  I  told  our 
frierii  of.  *  I  have  employed  a  friar,  travelling  to  Pro- 
vence, to  carry  this  letter,  which  I  trust  will  come  safe. 
The  bearer  may  be  trusted. 

"  Your  affectionate  father, 

«  John  Philipbok.'* 
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Arthor  easily  cooifpfebendad  the  latlec  part  of  the  epis- 
tle, and  fejoiced  be  had  reoeived  it  at  so  critical  a  moment. 
He  questioned  the  Carmelite  on  the  amount  of  the  Duke's 
army,  which  the  oionk  stated  to  amount  to  sixty  thousand 
men,  while  be  said  the  Confederates^  though  making 
every  exertion,  bad  not  yet  been  able  to  assemble  the 
third  part  of  that  number.  The  young  Ferrand  de  Vaude- 
mont  was  with  their  army,  and  had  received,  it  was 
thought,  some  secret  assistance  from  France  ;  but  as  he 
was  little  known  in  arms,  and  bad  few  followers,  the 
empty  title  of  General  which  he  bore,  added  little  to  the 
strength  of  the  Confederates.  Upon  the  whole,  he  re- 
ported, that  every  chance  appeared  to  be  in  favour  of 
Charles,  and  Arthur,  who  looked  upon  his  success  as  pre- 
senting the  only  chance  in  favour  of  his  father's  enter- 
prise, was  not  a  little  pleased  to  find  it  ensured,  as  far  as 
depended  on  a  great  superiority  of  force.  He  had  no 
leisure  to  make  farther  enquiries,  for  the  Queen  Bt  that 
moment  entered  the  apartment,  and  the  Carmelite,  learn- 
ing her  quality,  withdrew  from  her  presence  in  deep  rev- 
erence. 

The  paleness  of  her  complexion  still  bespoke  the 
fatigues  of  the  day  preceding  ;  but  as  she  graciously 
bestowed  on  Arthur  the  greetings*bf  the  morning,  her 
voice  was  firm,  her  eye  clear,  and  her  countenance  steady. 
"  I  meet  you,*'  she  said,  "  not  as  I  left  you,  but  deter- 
mined in  my  purpose.  I  am  satisfied,  that  if  Ren^  does 
not  voluntarily  yield  up  his  throne  of  Provence,  by  some 
step  like  that  which  we  propose,  he  will  be  hurled  from 
it  by  violence,  in  which,  it  may  be,  his  life  will  not  be 
spared.  We  will,  therefore,  to  work  with  all  speed — ^the 
worst  is,  that  I  cannot  leave  this  convent  till  I  have  made 
the  necessary  penances  for  having  visited  the  Garagoule, 
without  perfonning  which,  I  were  no  Christian  woman. 
When  you  return  to  Aix,  enquire  at  the  palace  f(^  my 
secretary,  with  whom  this  line  will  give  you  credence.  I 
have,  even  before  this  door  of  hope  opened  to  me,  en- 
deavoured to  form  an  estimate  of  King  Rent's  situation, 
and  ooUiPCted  ti^e  documents  for  that  purpose.    TeH'him 
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ID  9f^  ma>  4»Ay  sealed,  and  uader  fitta^  okai|^,  me 
small  cabii»et  hooped  with  silver.  Houn  of  penance  for 
past  errors  qaay  be  employed  to  prevent  others^  aod, 
froai  the  comentd  of  that  cabinet,  I  sbaM  learn  wliether  1 
am,  in  tli'm  we^hty  matter,  sacrificing  my  Cher's  inter- 
ests to  my  own  balf-desperate  h<^es.  But  of  this  1  have 
little  or  no  doubt.  I  can  cause  the  deeds  of  red^iatton 
and  transference  to.  be  drawn  up  here  under  my  own  di* 
rection,  and  arrange  the  execution  of  them  when  I  return 
to  Aix,  which  shall  be  the  first  moment  after  my  penance 
is  concluded." 

<'  And  thia  letter,  gracious  madam,"  said  Arthur,  ^<  will 
inform  you  what  events  are  approacbbg,  and  of  what 
importance  it  may  be  to  take  time  by  the  forelock.  Place 
me  but  in  possession  of  these  momentous  deeds,  and  1 
will  travel  night  and  day  till  I  reach  the  Duke's  camp. 
I  shall  find  him  most  likely  in  the  moment  of  victory, 
and  with  his  heart  too  much  open  to  refuse  a  boon  to  the 
royal  kinswoman  who  is  surrendering  to  him  all.  We 
will — we  must-^n  such  an  hour,  obtain  princely  suc- 
cours ;  and  we  shall  soon  see  if  the  licentious  Edward 
of  York,  the  savage  Richard,,  the  treacherous  and  per- 
jured Clarence,  are  hereafter  to  be  lords  of  merry  Eng- 
land, or  whether  they  must  give  place  to  a  more  rightful 
sovereign  and  better  man.  But  O !  royal  madam,  all 
depends  on  baste." 

**  True — yet  a  few  days  may — ^nay,  must — »cast  the 
die  between  Charles  and  his  opponents  ;  and,  ere  making 
so  great  a  surrender,  it  were  as  well  to  be  assured  that  he 
whom  we  would  propitiate,  is  in  capacity  to  as^st  us. 
All  the  events  of  a  tragic  and  varied  life  have  led  me  to 
see  there  is  no  such  thing  as  an  inconsiderable  enemy. 
I  will  make  haste,  however,  trusting  in  the  interim  we 
may  have  good  news  from  the  banks  of  the  lake  at  Neuf- 
chatel." 

'^  But  who  shall  be  employed  to  draw  these  most  im- 
portant deeds  ?"  said  the  young  man. 

Margaret  nuised  ere  she  replied, — '^  The  father  guar* 
fUm.  iscomjdai^ant)  and  I  think  faithful ;  but  I  wookl  net 
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wiUiogly  repose  confidence  in  one  of  the  Provencal  monks. 
Stay,  let  me  think — your  father  says  the  Carmelite  who 
brought  the  letter  may  be  trusted — ^he  shall  do  the 
lum.  He  is  a  stranger,  and  will  be  silent  for  a  piece  of 
money.  Farewell,  Arthur  de  Vere. — ^You  will  be  treated 
with  all  hospitality  by  my  father.  If  thou  dost  receive 
fiirther  tidings,  thou  wilt  let  me  know  them  ;  or,  should  I 
have  instructions  to  send,  thou  wilt  hear  from  me. — ^So, 
benedicite." 

Arthur  proceeded  to  wind  down  the  mountain  at  a 
much  quicker  pace  than  he  had  ascended  on  the  day  be- 
fore. The  weather  was  now  gloriously  serene,  and  the 
beauties  of  vegetation,  in  a  country  where  it  never  totally 
slumbers,  were  at  once  delicious  and  refreshing.  His 
thoughts  wandered  from  the  crags  of  Mont  Saint  Vic- 
toire,  to  the  cliff  of  the  canton  of  Unterwalden,  and 
&ncy  recalled  the.  moments  when  his  walks  through  such 
scenery  were  not  solitary,  but  when  there  was  a  form  by 
his  side,  whose  simple  beauty  was  engraved  on  his  memo- 
ry. Such  thoughts  were  of  a  pre-occupying  nature; 
and  I  grieve  to  say,  that  they  entirely  drowned  the  recol- 
lection of  the  mysterious  caution  given  him  by  his  father, 
intimating  that  Arthur  might  not  be  able  to  comprehend 
such  letters  as  he  should  receive  from  him,  till  they  were 
warmed  before  a  fire. 

The  first  thing  which  reminded  him  of  this  singular 
caution,  was  the  seeing  a  chafing-dish  of  charcoal  in  the 
kitchen  of  the  hostelrie  at  the  bottom  of  the  mountain, 
where  he  found  Thiebault  and  his  horses.  This  was  the 
first  fire  which  he  had  seen  since  receiving  his  father's 
letter,  and  it  reminded  him  not  unnaturally  of  what  the 
Earl  had  recommended.  Great  was  his  surprise  to  see, 
that  after  exposing  the  paper  to  the  fire  as  if  to  dry  it,  a 
word  emerged  in  an  important  passage  of  the  letter,  and 
the  concluding  words  now  read, — *'  The  bearer  may  not 
be  trusted."  Wellnigh  choked  with  shame  and  vexation, 
Arthur  could  think  of  no  other  remedy  than  instantly  to 
return  to  the  convent,  and  acquaint  the  Queen  with  this 
discovery,  which  he  hoped  still  to  convey  to  her  in  time 
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to  jpfevexxt  any  fisk  being  meoRed  hy  the  Caimelite's 
treachery. 

Incensed  at  himself,  and  eager  to  redeem  his  fault,  he 
%ent  his  manly  breast  against  the  steep  hill,  which  was 
probably  nevier  scaled  in  so  short  time  as  by  the  young 
heir  of  De  Vere  ;  for,  within  forty  mtnutes  from  his 
eommenctng  the  ascent,  he  stood  breathless  and  panting 
in  /the  presence  of  Qneen  Margaret,  who  was  alike  sur- 
prised at  his  appearance  and  his  exhausted  condition. 

"  Trust  not  the  Carmelite  V  he  exclaimed—"  ITou 
are  betrayed,  noble  Queen,  and  it  is  by  my  negligence. 
Here  is  my  dagger — ^bid  me  strike  it  into  my  heart !" 

Margaret  demanded  and  obtained  a  more  special  ex- 
planation, and  when  it  was  given,  she  said,  "  it  is  an 
unhappy  chance ;  but  your  fether's  instructions  ought  to 
have  been  more  distinct.  I  have  tdd  yonder  Carmelite 
the  purpose  of  the  contracts,  and  -engaged  with  him  to 
draw  the»  He  has  but  now  left  me  to  serve  at  the 
ehoir.  There  is  no  withdrawing  the  confidence  I  have 
ttnhappily  placed ;  but  I  can  easily  prevail  with  the 
Father  Guardian  to  prevent  the  monk  from  leaving  the 
convent  till  we  are  indifferent  to  his  secrecy.  It  is  our 
best  chance  to  secure  at,  and  we  will  take  care  that  what 
inconvenience  he  sustains  by  his  detention  shall  be  well 
recompensed.  Meanwhile,  rest  thou,  good  Arthur,  and 
undo  the  throat  of  thy  mantle.  Poor  youth,  thou  art 
wellnigh  exhausted  with  thy  haste." 

Arthur  obeyed,  and  sat  down  on  a  seat  in  the  parlour ; 
for  the  speed  which  he  had  exerted  rendered  him  almost 
incapable  of  standing. 

"  If  I  could  but  see,"  he  said,  "  the  false  monk,  1 
would  find  a  way  to  charm  him  to  secrecy  !" 

"  Better  leave  him  to  me,"  said  the  Queen  ;  "  and  in 
a  word,  I  forbid  you  to  meddle  with  him.  The  coif  can 
treat  better  with  the  cowl  than  the  casque  can  do.  Say 
no  more  of  him.  I  joy  to  see  you  wear  around  your 
neck  the  holy  relic  I  bestowed  on  you  ; — but  wha  M(X)r- 
ish  charmlet  is  that  you  wear  beside  it  ?     Alas  !     I  nre6 
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not  ask.  Your  heightened  colour,  ahaost  as  deep  as 
when  you  entered  a  quarter  of  an  hour  hence,  confesses 
a  irue-love  token.  Alas  !  poor  boy,  hast  thou  not  only 
such  a  share  of  thy  country's  woes  to  bear,  but  also 
thine  own  load  of  affliction,  not  the  less  poignant  now 
tliat  future  time  will  sliow  thee  how  fantastic  it  is !  Mar* 
garet  of  Anjou  could  once  have  aided  wherever  thy 
aifections  were  placed }  but  now  she  can  only  contribute 
to  the  misery  of  her  friends,  not  to  their  happiness.  But 
this  lady  of  the  charm,  Arthur,  is  she  fair — ^is  she  wise 
and  virtuous — ^is  she  of  noble  birth — and  does  she  love  ?'' 
— She  perused  his  countenance  with  the  glance  of  an 
eagle,  and  continued,  "  To  all,  thou  wouldst  answer  Yes, 
if  shamefacedness  permitted  thee.  Love  her  then  in 
turn,  my  gallant  boy,  for  love  is  the  parent  of  brave 
actions.  Co,  my  noble  youth — high-born  and  loyal, 
valorous  and  virtuous,  enamoured  and  youthful,  to  what 
mayst  thou  not  rise  ?  The  chivalry  of  ancitpt  Europe 
only  lives  in  a  bosom  like  thine.  Go,  and  let  the  praises 
of  a  Queen  6re  thy  bosom  with  the  love  of  honour  and 
achievement.     In  three  dayb  we  meet  at  Aix." 

Arthur,  highly  gratified  with  the  Queen's  condescen- 
sion, once  more  left  her  presence. 

Returning  down  the  mountain  with  a  speed  very  differ- 
ent from  that  which  he  had  used  in  the  ascent, he  again 
found  his  Provencal  squire,  who  had  remained  in  ranch 
surprise  at  witnessing  the  confusion  in  which  his  master 
had  left  the  inn,  almost  immediately  after  he  had  entered 
it  without  any  apparent  haste  or  agitation:  Arthur  ex- 
plained his  hasty  return  by  alleging  he  had  forgot  his 
purse  at  the  convent.  *^  Nay,  in  that  case,"  said  Thie- 
bault,  ^'  considering  what  you  left  and  where  you  left  it, 
I  do  not  wonder  at  your  speed,  though,  our  Lady  save 
me,  as  I  never  saw  living  creature,  save  a  goat  with  a 
wolf  at  his  heels,  make  his  way  over  crag  and  briers  with 
half  such 'rapidity  as  .you  did." 

Tliey  reached  Aix  after  about. an  hour's  riding  and 
Arthur  lost  no  time  in  waiting  upon  the  good  King  Ren^, 
^o  gave  him  a  kind  reception,  both  in  respect  of  the 
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etter  from  the  Duke  of  Burgundy,  and  in  coasideratioo 
of  bis  being  an  Elnglisbmany  the  avowed  subject  of  the 
unfortunate  Margaret.  The  placable  monarch  soon  for- 
gave his  young  guest  the  want  of  complaisance  witlr 
which  he  had  eschewed  to  listen  to  his  compositions , 
and  Arthur  speedily  found,  that  to  apologize  for  his  want 
of  breeding  in  that  particular,  was  likely  to  lead  to  a  great 
deal  more  rehearsing  than  he  could  find  patience  to  tolerate. 
He  could  only  avoid  the  old  King's  extreme  desire  to  recite 
his  dwn  poems,  and  perform  his  own  music,  by  engaging  him 
in  speaking  of  his  daughter  Margaret.  Arthur  had  been 
sometimes  induced  to  doubt  the  influence  which  the  Queen 
boasted  herself  to  possess  over  her  aged  father ;  but  on 
being  acquainted  with  him  personally,  he  became  con- 
vinced that  her  powerful  understanding  and  violent  pas- 
sions inspired  the  feeble-minded  and  passive  King  with  a 
mixture  of  pride,  affection,  and  fear,  which  united  to 
give  her  the  most  ample  authority  over  him. 

Although  she  had  parted  with  him  but  a  day  or  two 
since,  and  in  a  manner  so  ungracious  on  her  side,  Reni 
was  as  much  overjoyed  at  hearing  of  the  probability  of 
her  speedy  return,  as  the  fondest  father  could  have  been 
at  the  prospect  of  being  reunited  to  the  most  dutiful 
child,  whom  he  had  not  seen  for  years.  The  old  King 
was  impatient -as  a  boy*  for  the  day  of  her  arrival,  and, 
still  strangely  unenlightened  on  the  difference  of  her 
taste  from  his  own,  he  was  with  diffic"Uy  induced  to  lay 
aside  a  project  of^  meeting  hei  m  the  character  of  old 
Palemon,— 

'^Tbe  prince  of  tbepberds,  and  tlwir  pride/' 

at  the  head  of  an  Arcadian  procession  of  nymphs  and 
swains,  to  inspire  whose  chorsd  dances  and  songs,  every 
pipe  and  tambourine  in  the  country  was  to  be  placed  b 
requisition.  Even  the  old  seneschal,  however,  intimated 
his  disapprobation  of  this  species  of  joyeuse  entree;  so 
that  Rene  suffered  himself  at  length  to  be  persuaded  that 
the  Queen  was  too  much  n)ccupied  by  the  religious  im 
pressions  to  which  she   had  been  of  late  exposed,  to 
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>reoefve  airf  agreethle  Dcasatfop  from  rigbtsor'SOtHids  ef 
4evity.  The  King  gave  way  to  roasoHS  wtiidi  he  ooiM 
not  sympathfEe  with  ;  and  thus  Mai^ret  escaped  "the 
^bock  of  weloome,  which  would  perhaps  have  driven  bmr 
jn  >her  impatience  back  to  the  monntain  of  Saint  Victeirey 
und  the  sable  caveni  of  Lou  Garagoiile. 

During  the  time  of  her  absence,  the  days  of  the  eeint 
of  'Provence  were  employed  in  sports  and  rejoicings  of 
every  description  ;  tihing  at  the  barrier  with  bhinted 
apears,  tiding  at  the  ring,  parties  for  hare-'bumiiig  and 
Mconry,  frequented  by  the  youth  of  both  segcies,  in  the 
company  Tjf  whom  the  King  delighted,  while  the  even- 
ings were  consumed  in  dancing  and  music. 

Arthur  could  not  hot  be  sensible,  that  not  long  since 
all  this  would  have  made  him  perfectly  happy  ;  but  the 
last  months  of  his  existence  had  developed  his  «inder- 
Manding  and  passions.  He  was  now  initiated  in  4he 
actual  business  of  human  life,  and  looked  on  its  amuse- 
ments with  an  air  of  something  Hke  contempt ;  so  thai 
among  the  young  and  gay  noblesse,  who  composed  ttns 
merry  court,  he  acquired  the  title  of  the  youthful  phitos- 
opher,  which  was  not  bestowed  upon  hnn,  it  may  be 
supposed,  as  inferring  any  thing  <rf  peculiar  compliment. 

On  the  fourth  day  news  were  received,  by  an  express 
messenger,  that  Queen  Margaret  would  enter  Aix  before 
the  hour  of  noon,  to  resnme  her  residence  in  her  father^ 
palace.  The  good  King  R«n^  seemed,  as  it  drew  nigh, 
to  fear  the  interview  with  his  daughter  as  much  as  he 
had  previously  desired  it,  and  contrived  to  make  all  around 
him  partake  of  his  fidgety  anxiety.  He  tormented  his 
steward  and  cooks  to  recollect  what  dishes  they  had 
ever  observed  her  to  taate  of  with  approbation — 'he 
pressed  the  musicans  to  remember  the  tunes  which  she 
approved,  and  when  one  of  them  boldly  replied  he  had 
neVer  known  her  Majesty  endure  any  strain  with  patience, 
the  old  monarch  threatened  to  turn  him  out  of  his  ser 
vice  for  slandering  the  taste  of  his  daughter.  The  ban- 
quet was  ordered  to  be  served* at  half  past  eleven,  as  if 
accelerating  it  would  have  had  the  least  effect  m^on  'horrv 
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ins  the  arrival  of  the  expected  guests ;  and  the  old  Slogi 
witii  Ms  napkin  over  his  arm,  traversed  the  ball  ficoot 
window  to  window,  wearying  every  one  with  questions, 
Hrhether  they  saw  any  thing  of  the  Queen  of  England. 
Exactly  as  the  bells  lolled  noon,  the  Queen„  with  a  very 
small  retinue,  chiefly  English,  and  in  mourning  habits 
like  herself,  rode  into  the  town  of  Aix.  King  Ren£,  at 
the  head  of  his  court,  failed  not  to  descend  from  the 
front  of  his  stately  palace,  and  move  along  the  street  to 
meet  his  daughter.  Lofty,  proud,  and  jealous  of  incur* 
ring  ridicule,  Margaret  was  not  pleased  with  this  publio 
greeting  in  ^e  market-place.  But  she  was  desirous  at 
present  to  make  amends  for  her  late  petulance,  and  there- 
fore she  descended  from  her  palfreys;  and  although 
something  shocked  at  seeing  Ren4  equipped  with  a  nap- 
kin, she  humbled  herself  to  bend  the  knee  to  him,  asking 
at  once  his  blessing  and  forgiveness. 

^♦Thou  hast — tbou  hast  my  blessing,  my  suffering 
dove,**  said  the  simple  King  to  the  proudest  and  most 
impatient  princess  that  ever  wept  lor  a  lost  crown.: — 
"  And  for  thy  pardon,  how  canst  thou  ask  it,  who  never 
didst  me  an  offence  since  God  made  me  father  to  so 
gracious  a  child? — Rise,  I  say  rise — ^nay,  it  is  for  me  to 
ask  thy  pardon — True,  I  said  in  my  ignorance,,  and 
thought  within  myself,  that  my  heart  had  indited  a  goodly 
thing — but  it  vexed  thee.  It  is  therefore  for  me  to 
crave  pardon." — And  down  sunk  good  King  Rane  uponi 
both  knees;  and  the  people,  who  are  usually  captivated 
with  any  thing  resembling  the  trick  of  the  scene,  applaud- 
ed with  much  noise,  and  some  smothered,  laughter,  a  sit' 
nation,  in  which  the  royal  daughter  and  her  parent 
seemed  about  to  rehearse  the  scene  of  the  Rpmau, 
Charity. 

Margaret,  sensitively  alive  to  shame,  and  folly  awar«i 
that  her  present  position  was  sufficiently  ludicrous  in  its 
publicity  at  least,  signed  sharply  to  Arthur,  whom  she 
saw  in  the  King's  suite,  to  come  to  her ;  and  using  Kis, 
arm  to  rise,  she  muttered  to  him  aside,  and  in  Engjishi 
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— <<  To  what  saint  shall  I  vow  tnjrself,  that  I  mBty  pfe- 
servepatience  when  1  so  much  need  it !" 

"  For  pity's  sake,  royal  madam,  recall  your  firmneiKS 
of  mind  and  composure,"  whispered  her  esquire,  who  felt 
at  the  moment  more  embarrassed  than  honoured  by  his 
distingubhed  office,  for  he  CQuId  feel  that  the  Queen 
actually  trembled  with  vexation  and  impatience. 

They  at  length  resumed  their  route  to  the  palace,  the 
father  and  daughter  arm  in  arm,  a  posture  most  agreeable 
to  Margaret,  who  could  bring  hejrself  to  endure  her 
father's  effusions  of  tenderness,  and  the  general  tone 
of  his  conversation,  so  that  he  was  not  overheard  by 
others.  In  the  same  manner,  she  bore  with  lauda- 
ble patience  the  teazing  attentions  which  he  address- 
ed to  her  at  table,  noticed  some  of  his  particular  cour- 
tiers, enquired  after  others,  led  the  way  to  his  favourite 
subjects  of  conversation  on  poetry,  painting,  and  munc, 
till  the  good  King  was  as  much  delighted  with  the 
unwonted  civilities  of  his  daughter,  as  ever  was  lover 
with  the  favourable  confessions  of  liis  mistress,  when, 
after  years  of  warm  courtship,  the  ice  of  her  bosom  is  at 
length  thawed.  It  cost  the  haughty  Margaret  an  effor^ 
to  bend  herself  to  play  this  part — her  pride  rebuked  her 
for  stooping  to  flatter  her  father's  foibles,  in  order  to  bring 
him  over  to  the  resignation  of  his  dominions — yet  having 
undertaken  to  do  so,  and  so  much  having  been  already 
hazarded  upon  this  sole  remaining  chance  of  success  in 
an  attack  upon  England,  she  saw,  or  was  willing  to  see, 
no  alternative. 

Betwixt  the  banquet,  and  the  ball  by  which  it  was  to 
be  followed,  the  Queen  sought  an  opportunity  of  speak- 
ing to  Arthur. 

"Bad  news,  my  sage  counsellor,"  she  said.  "The 
Carmelite  never  returned  to  the  convent  after  the  ser- 
vice was  over.  Having  learned  that  you  had  come  back 
in  great  haste,  he  had,  I  sipppose,  concluded  he  might 
stand  in  suspicion,  so  he  left  the  convent  of  Mont  Saint 
Victoire," 
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♦*  We  must  lyisten  the  measures  which  your  Majesty 
Las  resolved  to  adopt,"  answered  Arthur. 

"  I  wiil  speak  with  my  father  to-morrow.  Meanwhile, 
you  must  enjoy  the  pleasures  of  the  evening,  for  to  you 
they  may  be  pleasures. — ^Young  lady  of  Boisgelin,  I 
give  you  this  cavalier  to  be  your  partner  for  the  evening." 

The  black-eyed  and  pretty  Proven^ale  cuilsied  with 
due  decorum,  and  glanced  at  the  handsome  young  Eng* 
lishman  with  an  eye  of  approbation ;  but  whether  afraid 
of  his  character  as  a  philosopher,  or  his  doubtful  rank, 
added  the  saving  clause, — ^*  If  my  mother  approves." 

^^Your  mother,  damsel,  will  scarce,  I  think,  disap- 
prove of  any  partner  whom  you  receive  from  the  hands 
of  Margaret  of  Anjou.  Happy  privilege  of  youth,'*  she 
added  with  a  sigh,  as  the  youthful  couple  went  off  to 
take  their  place  in  the  bransle^^  *^  which  can  snatch  a 
flower  even  on  the  roughest  road  !" 

Arthur  acquitted  himself  so  well  during  the  evening, 
that  perhaps  the  young  Countess  was  only  sorry  that  so 
gay  and  handsome  a  gallant  limited  his  compliments  and 
attentions  within  the  cold  bounds  of  that  courtesy 
enjoiaed  by  the  rules  of  ceremony* 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

For  I  have  ^veri  here  mj  full  censent, 
To  uodeck  the  pompous  body  of  a  kinf  , 
•  Make  gloiy  base,  and  soverei^j^aty  a  slave, 

Proud  M8\|esty.  a  subject,  stajie  a  peasant. 

Richard  II, 

The  next  day  opened  a  grave  scene.  King  Rene  had 
not  forgotten  to  arrange  the  pleasures  of  the  day,  wheu; 
to  his  horror  and  discomfiture,  Margaret  demanded  an 
interview  upon  serious  business.     If  there  was  a  proposi- 
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tioo  IQ  the  world  which  Ren^  from  bis  soul  detested,  it 
was  any  that  related  to  the  very  oame  of  "business. 

**  What  was  it  that  his  child  wanted  ?"  be  said.  ''  Wa* 
■t  money  ?  He  would  give  her  whatever  ready  sums  he 
iiad,  though  he  owned  his  exchequer  was  somewhat  bare  f 
yet  be  hiid  received  bis  incooie  for  the  season.  It  was 
ten  thousand  crowns.  How  much  should  he  desire  k>  be 
paid  to  her  ? — ^tlie  balf^three  parts— or  the  whole  ?  All 
was  at  her  command.'^ 

^'  Alas^  my  dear  lather/*  said  Margaret,  <'  it  is  not  my 
afiairs,  but  your  own,  on  which  I  desire  to  speak  wUL 
you." 

'^  If  the  afiairs  are  mine/^  said  Rene, ''  1  am  surely 
master  to  pu^  them  off  to  another  day — to  some  rsuuy 
dull  day»  fit  &u'  no  better  purpose.  See,  my  to?e,  the 
hawking,  party  »re  all  on  their  steeds  and  ready — the 
horses  are  neighing  and  pawing — the  gallants  and  maiden» 
moimted,.  and  ready  with  hawk  on  fist* — ^the  spaniels 
struggling  in  the  leasb.  It  were  a  sin,  with  wind  and 
weather  to  friend,  to  lose  so  lovely  a  monujQg^" 

<<  Let  them  tide  tbeir  waj>"  said  Queev  Margaret, 
*^  and  find  their  sport  '^  ibr  the  matter  I  have  to  speak 
concerning  mvotves  honour  and  rank,  life  and  means  of 
living.'* 

^^  Nay,  but  I  have  to  hear  and  judge  between  CalezoD 
and  John  of  Acqua  Mortis,  the  two  most  celebrated 
Troubadours.** 

"  Postpone  their  cause  till  to-moiTow,^'  said  Mar^rei, 
^^  anil  dedicate  an  hour  or  two  to  more  important  affairs." 

"  If  you  are  pefemploiy,*'  replied  King  Rene,  '^  you 
are  aware,  my  ehiki,  I  cannot  say  you-  nay/' 

And  with  rieltictiance  he  gave  ordet^  for  the  hawkers  lo  • 
go  on  and  follow  their  sport,  as  he  cbuld  not  attend  them 
that  day. 

1  he  old  King  then  suffered  himself,  like  an  unwiSing 
greyhound  withheld  from  the  chase,  to  be  led  into  a  sep- 
arate apartment.  To  ensure  privacy,,  Margaret  stationed. 
ber  secretary  Mordaunt,  with  Arthur,,  iq  an  antecl^ambe^;, 
giving  them  orders  to  prevent  all  intrusion. 
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«Nay,  for  myself,  Mtrgaiet,'' 3ittd  tbe  goodovtured 
old  man,  *^  since  ii  vauei  he,  I  conaeat  to  be  put  4Mf  sBoi^t; 
but  why  keep  old  Mordaunt  bom  taking  a  walk,  io  this 
beautiful  roorniD^ ;  and  why  pi«>vent  young.  Arthur  from 
going  forth  with  the  rest  ?  I  promise  you,  thou^'  they 
term  him  a  philosopher,  yet  be  showed  as  fight  a  pair  of 
heels  last  mght,  with  the  young  Counter  de  Boisgelin, 
as  any  gallant  in  Provence." 

"  They  are  come  from!  a  country,*'  said  Margaret,  '*  in 
which  men  are  trained  from  infancy  to  prefer  their  duty 
to  their  pleasure." 

The  poor  King,  led  mto  the  council-closet,  saw  with 
internal  shuddering  the  &tal  cabinet  of  ebony,  bound 
with  silrer,  which  bad  never  been  opened  but  to  over- 
whelm him  with  weariness,  and  dolefully  calculated  how 
many  yawn»  he  nnist  strangle  ere  he  suatained  the^  con* 
»deratioa  of  its  contents.  They  proived,  however,  when 
laid  before  him,  of  a  kind  that  excited  even  his  interest, 
though  painfiilly* 

His  daughter  presented  hiin  with  a  short  and  clear 
view  of  the  debts  wlkleh  were  seci»i»d  on  hia  domioions^ 
and  fer  wliich  they  were  mortgaged  in  various  pieces  and 
paiceis.  She  then'  showed  hiitt,  1^  another  schedule,  the 
large  claims  of  which  payment,  was  instantly  demaiided, 
to  dischai^e  which  no*  funds  couldi  be  feund  or  assigned* 
The  King  defended  himself  like  othfffs  in  bis  forlorn  site 
uation.  To  every  chiin  of  sis,  seven,  or  eight  tlunisand 
ducats,  be  replied  by  the  asser^on,Jiiai  he  had  ten  xk&o^ 
sand  crowns  in  his  dumcery,  and  showed  some  reluc'- 
tance  to  be  convinced,  till  ]>ep^atedly  urged  upon  hio^,: 
that  the  same: sun  coiiM  not  bead^quatetOrthe discbaifge* 
of  thirty  times  the  amount. 

»  Tben,'^  said  the  Kin^  somewhat  iiapatientlyy «« why 
not  pay  off  fhose  who  ate  nl<M|  pressings  and^  let  jihe 
others  wait  till  raceipts  cotne  round  ?" 

*^  It  is  a  practioe  wbicb  has  been  tw  ofi^n  resorted  to^" 
Implied  the  Qneen^  <^and  it  w  \Mt  a  part  of  honesty, 
lb  pay  ereditefrs  who. have  advanced  their  all  in  }qu|. 
Grace's  service-'* 
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'<  But  are  we  not,"  said  Ren^,  ''  King  of  both  the 
Sicilies,  Naples,  Arragon,  and  Jenisaleni  ?  And  why  is» 
the  monarch  of  such  fair  kingdoms  to  be  pushed  to  the 
wall,  like  a  bankrupt  yeoman,  for  a  few  hags  of  paltry 
crowns  ?" 

"  You  are  indeed  monarch  of  these  kingdoms,"  sai&i 
Margaret ;  **  hut  is  it  necessary  to  remind  your  Majesty 
that  it  is  but  as  I  am  Queen  of  England,  m  whieb  1 
have  not  an  acre  of  land,  and  cannot  command  a  penny 
of  revenue  ?  You  have  no  dominions  which  are  a  source 
of  revenue,  save  those  which  you  see  in  this  scroll,  with 
an  exact  list  of  the  income  they  afford.  It  is  totally 
inadequate,  yon  see,  to  maintain  your  state,  and  to  pa) 
the  large  engagements  incurred  to  former  creditors." 

"It  is  cruel  to  press  me  to  the  wall  thus,"  said  the 
poor  King.  "  What  can  I  do  ?  If  I  am  poor,  I  cannot 
help  it.  i  am  sure  I  would  pay  the  debte  you- talk  of, 
if  1  knew  the  way." 

"  Royal  father,  I  will  show  it  you.— Resign  your 
useless  and  unavailing  dignity,  which,  with  the  preten- 
sions attending  it,  serves  but  to  make  your  miseries  ridic- 
ulous. Resign  your  rights  as  a  sovereign,  and  the  in- 
come which  cannot  be  stretched  out  to  the  empty 
excesses  of  a  beggarly  court,  will  enable  you  to  enjoy, 
m  ease  and  opulence,  all  the  pleasures  you  roost  delight 
in,  as  a  private  baron." 

"  Margaret,  you  speak  folly,"  answ^ned  Rene,  some* 
what  sternly.  "  A  king  and  his  people  are  bound  by 
ties  which  neither  can  sever  without  guilt.  My  subjects 
are  my  flock,  I  am  their  shepherd.  They  are  assigned  . 
to  my  governance  by  Heaven,  and  I  dare  not  renounce 
the  charge  of  protecting  them." 

« Were  you  in  condition  to  do  so,''  answered  the 
Queen,  «  Margaret  would  bid  you  fight  to  the  deaths 
But  don  your  harness,  long  disused— mount  your  war- 
steed— Kjry,  Rene  for  Provence!  and  see  if -a  hundred 
men  will  gather  round  your  standard.  Your  Jbrtresses 
are  in  the  hands  of  strangers ;  army  you  have  none ; 
your  vassals  may  have  good-will,  but  they  lack  all  o)ili« 
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tftry  sk3!  and  soldierlike  discipline.  You  stand  but  the 
-  mere  skeleton  of  monarchy,  which  France  or  Burgundy 
may  prostrate  on  the  earth,  whichever  first  puts  forth  his 
arm  to  throw  it  down/' 

The  tears  trickled  fast  down  the  old  King's  cheeks, 
when  this  unflattering  prospect  was  set  before  him,  and 
he  couid  not  forbear  owning  his  total  want  of  power  to 
defend  hiinself,  and  his  dominions,  and  admitting  that  he 
had  often  thought  of  the  necessity  of  compounding  for 
his  resignation  with  one  of  his  powerful  neighbours. 

'^  It  was  thy  interest,  Margaret,  harsh  and  severe  as 
you  are,  which  prevented  my  entering,  before  now,  into 
measures  most  painful  to  my  feelings,  but  perhaps  best 
calculated  for  my  advantage.  But  I  had  hoped  it  \tould 
hold  on  for  my  day  ;  and  thou,  my  child,  with  the  tal- 
ents Heajren  has  given  thee,<  wouldst,  I  thought,  have 
found  remedy  for  distresses  which  I  cannot  escape, 
otherwise  than  by  shunning  the  thoughts  of  them." 

"  If  it  is  in  earnest  you  speak  of  my  interest,"  said 
Margaret,  "know,  that  your  resigning  Provence  will 
satisfy  the  nearest,  and  almost  the  only  wish  that  my 
bosom  can  form  ;  but,  so  judge  me  Heaven,  as  it  is  on 
your  account,  gracious  sire,  as  well  as  mine,  that  I  advise 
your  compliance." 

"  Say  no  more  on't,  child  ;  give  me  the  parchment  of 
resignadon,  and  I  will  sign  it ;  I  see  thou  hast  it  ready 
drawn ;  let  us  sign  it,  and  then  we  will  overtake  the 
hawkers.  We  must  suffer  woe,  but  there  is  little  need 
to  sit  down  and  weep  for  it." 

"  Do  you  not  ask,'*  said  Margaret,  surprised  at  his 
apathy,  "  to  whom  you  cede  your  dominions  ?" 

"Whtfl  boots  it,"  answered  the  King,  "since  they 
must  be  no  more  my  own  ?  It  must  be  either  to  Charles 
of  Burgundy,  or  my  nephew  Louis — ^both  powerful  and 
politic  princes.  God  send  my  poor  people  may  have  no 
cause  to  wish  their  old  man  back  again,  whose  only 
pleasure  was  to  see  them  happy  and  mirthful." 

"  It  is  to  Burgundy  you  resign  Provence,"  said  Mar- 
garet. 
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^<  1  would  have  pnrefeixed  hm"  ansiweied  Rear;  ^*  bm 
]»  fiaFce,  bui  not  maUgnant.  One  word  mos^-^^^xe  my 
sa)^J06ts'  privileges  and  iiiicDunities  fully  secured  ?" 

"  Amply,'*  replied  the  Queen  ;  "  and  your  own  waais 
of  aU  idnds  boooarably  provided  ibi.  I  would  not  leave 
die  stipulatioos  in  your  favour  in  blanks  though  I  might 
perhaps  ha^ve  trusted  Charles  of  Burgundy,  where  money 
alone  is  cooeemed." 

'<  I  ask  not  for  myself — ^with  my  viol  and  my  pencil^ 
Rene  the  Troubadour  wiU  be  as  happy  as  ever  was  Ren^ 
the  King/; 

So  saying,  with  practical  philosophy  he  whistled  the 
bufden  of  his  last  composed  ariette,  and  signed  away  the 
mst  of  his  royal  possessions  without  pulling  off  his^^vse^ 
01  even  reading  the  instrument. 

'^  What  is  this  ?"  be  said,  looking  at  another  and  sep* 
arate  parchment  of  imid)  brieler  contents.  ^'IVJusl  my 
kinsman  Charles  have  both  the  Sicihes,  Cataloma,  Na- 
ples, and  Jerusalem,  as  well  as  the  poor  remainder  of 
Pr<>vence  ?  Methinks,  in  decency,  some  greater  exteot 
of  parchment  should  have  been  adlowed  to  so  ample  a^ 
cession." 

"  Thtit  deed,"  says  Mai'garet,  "  only  disowns  md 
relinquishes  all  countenance  of  Ferrand  de  Vauden^ont's. 
rash  attempt  on  Lorraine,  and  renounces  all  quarrel  on 
that  account  against  Charles  of  Burgundy." 

For  OBoe  Margaret  miscalculated  the  tractability  of  he». 
ff^tber's  temper.  Rene  positively  started,  coloured,  and 
stammered  with  passion,  as  he  interrupted  her — **  Onlg 
disowB-^etily  relinquish— ^only  renounce. the  cause  of  my 
grandchild,  the  son  of  my  dear  Yolande — his  rightAid 
daims  oa  his  mother's  inheritance  t — Margaret,  }  am 
asbamfed  for  thee.  Thy  pride  is  an  excuse  ki;  thy  evil, 
temper^  but  what  is  pride  worth  which  can,  sto^pj  to, 
qomcnit  an  act  of  dishonourable  meanness  ?  Tjo  d^^tXt 
i0Y  diftowti  my  own  flesh  and  blood,  because  thi^  youth, 
is  a  bold  ktright  under  shield,  and  disposed  to  battle  iqi 
his  rightTT-I  were-  worthy  that  harp  and  hern. rung  out 
shame  on  me,  should  I  listen  to  thee." 
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Ahfgsuret  was  oveicame  iq  sooie  measure  by  tlie  olU 
ftiaa's  uoexpected  opposition.  Sbe  endeavourod,  how* 
ever,  to  show  that  there  was  no  occasion,  in  point  of 
honour,  why  Reni  sboold  eug^g^  in  tbe  cause  of  a  wild 
adventurer,  whose  right,  be  it  good  be  it  bad,  was  only 
upheld  by  some  petty  and  underhand  supd^Ues  of  nv^n^y 
fi;^  France^  and  the  countenance  of  a  few  of  the  resir* 
less  banditti  who  inhabit  the  borders  of  ail  nations.  Utftk 
ere  Rene  c(»uld  answer,  voices,  raised  to  an  unusual  pitch, 
were  beard  in.  tbe  antechamber,i  t^e  door  of  vvhich  waa 
flung  open  by  an  arnaed  knight,  covei^d  wid^  dust,  wiH> 
exhibited  ail  tbe  nuurks  of  a  kmg  journey. 

<<  Ijbre  I  am,"  be  said,  ''  father  of  my  mother--*be- 
hold  yoQ.r  graodscm— Feiraad  de  VandemoftC  ;  tbe  aom 
q{  your  lost  Yolande  kneels  at  your  feet,  and  imploras  a 
blessing  on  him  and  his  enterprise.'' 

^'  Thou  hast  it,"  replied  Rene,  **  and  may  it  prosper 
with  thee,  gallant  youth,  image  of  thy  sainted  mother— ~ 
my  blessings,  my  prayers,  my  hopes,  go  with  you  !" 

"  And  you,  fair  aunt  of  England,"  said  the  young 
knight,  addressing  Margaret  "  you  who  are  yourself  dis- 
possessed  by  traitors,  will  you  not  own  the  cauae.  of  a  kins-* 
man  who  is  struggling  for  his  inheritance  ?" 

"  I  wish  all  good  to  your  person,  fair  nephew,"  answer- 
ed the  Queen  of  England,  <<  although  your  features  are 
strange  to  me.  But  to  advise  this  old  man  to  adopt  yoiMl 
cause,  when  it  is  desperate  in  the  eyes  of  all  wise  men, 
were  impious  madness." 

"  Is  my  cause  then  so  desperate  ?"  said  Ferrand  ;  "  6»^ 

S've  me  if  I  was  not  aware  c^  it.  And  does  my  aunli^ 
[argaret  say  this,  whose  strength  of  mind  supported  Lan** 
oaster  so  long,  after  the  spirits  of  her  warriors  had  beeii^ 
<}u£l]ed  by  4^^^^^-  What — forgive  me,  for  my  cau80 
must  be  pleaded — ^what  would  you  have  said  hixl  my 
ivotber  Yolande  been  capable  to  advise  her  father  to  disr 
own  your  own  Edward,  had  God  pernutted  him  to  teach 
Provence  in  safety  ?"  ^ 

'<  Sdward,"8aid  Margaret,  weeping  as  she  ^;Mfte,i^'wM 
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mcapable  of  desiring  bis  friends  to  espouse  a  quairel  that 
was  irremediable.  His,  too,  was  a  cause  for  wbich  nngbtj 
princes  and  peers  laid  lance  in  rest." 

**  Yet  Heaven  blessed  it  not — ^  said  Vaudemont. 

"  Tliine,"  continued  Margaret,  "  is  but  embraced  by 
the  robber  nobles  of  Germany,  the  upstart  burghers  of 
the  Rhine  cities,  the  paltry  and  clownish  Confederates 
of  the  Cantons.'* 

'*  But  Heaven  ha$  blessed  tV,"  replied  Vaudemont. 
♦*  Know,  proud  woman,  that  1  come  to  interrupt  your 
/  treacherous  intrigu^ ;  no  petty  adventurer,  subsisting  and 
maintaining  warfare  by  sleight  rather  than  force,  but  a 
conqueror  from  a  bloody  field  of  battle,  in  which  Heaven 
has  tamed  the  pride  of  the  tyrant  of  Burgundy." 

"  It  is  false  !"  said  the  Queen,  starting ;  "  I  believe  it 
not." 

"  It  is  true,"  said  De  Vaudemont,  "  as  true  as  Heaven 
is  above  us. — ^It  is  four  days  since  I  left  the  field  of  Gran- 
son,  heaped  with  Burgundy's  mercenaries — his  wealth, 
bis  jewels,  his  plate,  his  magnificent  decorations,  the  prize 
of  the  poor  Swiss,  who  scarce«can  tell  their  value.  Know 
you  this.  Queen  Margaret  ?"  continued  the  young  soldier, 
showing  the  well-known  jewel  which  decorated  the  Duke's 
order  of  the  Golden  Fleece ;  "  think  you  not  the  lion 
was  closely  hunted  when  he  left  such  trophies  as  these 
behind  him  ?" 

Margaret  looked  with  dazzled  eyes  and  bewildered 
thoughts,  upon  a  token  which  confirmed  the  Duke's  de- 
feat, and  the  extinction  of  her  last  hopes.  Her  fether, 
on  the  contrary,  was  struck  with  the  heroism  of  the  young 
warrior,  a  quality  which,  except  as  it 'existed  in  hb 
daughter  Margaret,  had,  he  feared,  taken  leave  of  his 
femily.  Admiring  in  his  heart  the  youth^who  exposed 
himself  to  danger  for  the  meed  of  praise,  almost  as  much 
as  he  did  the  poets  by  whom  the  warrior's  fame  is  ren- 
dered immortal,  he  hugged  his  grandson  to  his  liosom, 
bidding  him  "gird  on  his  sword  in  strength,"  and  assuring 
bira,  if  money  could  advance  his  afiairs,  he.  King  Ren^, 
could  comn^and  ten  thousand  crowns,  aay  part,  or  the 


Digitized 


by  Google 


.     ANNE    or    GEIERSTEIN.  HOTl 

whole  of  which,  was  at  Ferrand's  command  ;  thus  giving 
proof  of  what  had  heen  said  of  him,  that  his  head  was 
incapable  of  containing  two  ideas  at  the  same  time. 

We  return  to  Artliur,  who,  with  the  Queen  of  Eng- 
land's secretary,  Mordaunt,  had  been  not  a  little  surprised 
by  the  entrance  of  the  Count  de  Vaudemont,  calling 
himself  Duke  of  Lorraine,  into  the  anteroom,  in  which 
they  kept  a  kind  of  guard,  followed  by  a  tall  strong  Swiss, 
with  a  huge  halberd  over  his  shoulder.  The  prince 
naming  himself,  Arthur  did  not  think  it  becoming  to  oppose 
his  entrance  to  the  presence  of  his  grandfather  and  aunt, 
especially  as  it  was  obvious  that  his  opposition  must  have 
created  an  affray.  In  the  huge  staring  halberdier,  who 
had  sense  enough  to  remain  in  the  anteroom,  Arthur  was 
not  a  little  surprised  to  recognise  Sigismund  Biederman, 
who,  after  staring  wildly  at  him  for  a  moment,  like  a  dog 
which  suddenly  recognises  a  favourite,  rushed  up  to  the 
young  English'man  with  a  wild  cry  of  gladness,  and  in 
hurried  accents,  told  him  how  happy  he  was  to  meet  with 
him,  and  that  he  had  matters  of  importance  to  tell  him. 
It  was  at  no  time  easy  for  Sigismund  to  arrange  his  ideas, 
and  now  they  were  altogether  confused,  by  the  triumph- 
ant joy  which  he  expressed  for  the  recent  victory  of  his 
countrymen  over  the  Duke  of  Burgundy  ;  and  it  was 
with  wonder  that  Arthur  heard  his  confused  and  rude, 
but  faithful  tale. 

"  Look  you,  King  Arthur,  the  Duke  had  come  up  with 
his  huge  army  as  fkr  as  Granson,  which  is  near  the  out- 
let of  the  great  lake  of  Neufchalel.  There  were  6ve  or 
six  hundred  confederates  in  the  place,  and  they  held  it 
till  provisions  failed,  and  then  you  know  they  were  forced 
to  give  it  over.  But  though  hunger  is  hard  to  bear,  they 
had  better  have  borne  it  a  day  or  two  longer,  for  the 
butcher  Charles  hung  them  all  up  by  the  neck,  upon 
trees  round  the  place, — and  there  was  no  swallowing  for 
them,  you  know,  after  such  usage  as  that.  Meanwhite 
Jl  was  busy  on  our  hills,  and  every  man  that  had  a  sword 
or  lance  accoutred  himself  with  it.  We  met  at  Neuf- 
chatel,  and  some  Germans  joined  us  with  the  noble  Duke 
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of  Lorraipis.     AJh»  King  ArthuPj,  there  is  a  leader  ! — ^we 

all  think  bim  second  but  to  Rudolph  Donnerhugel — you 
saw  him  even  now — it  was  he  that  went  into  that  room — 
and  jrou  saw  hini  before, — it  is  he  that  was  the  Bhie 
Knight  of  Bale ;  but  we  called  him  Laurenz  then,  for 
Rudolph  said^  his  presence  among  us  must  not  be  known 
to  our  father,  and  I  did  not  know  myself  at  that  time  who 
he  really  v\as.  Well,  when  we  came  to  Neufchatel  we 
were  a  goodly  company  ;  we  were  fifteen  thousand  stout 
confederates,  and  of  others,  Germans  and  Lorraine  men, 
I  will  warrant  you  five  thousand  more.  We  heard  that 
the  Burgundian  was  sixty  thousand  in  the  field  ;  but  we 
heard,  at  the  same  time,  that  Charles  had  hung  up  oiir 
brethren  like  dogs,  and  the  man  was  not  among  us — 
among  the  confederates,  I  mean — who  would  stay  to  count 
heads,  when  the  question  was  to  avenge  them.  1  would 
you  Qould  have  heard  the  roar  of  fifteen  thousand  Swiss 
demanding  to  be  led  against  the  butcher  of  their  breth- 
r^aa !  My  father  himself,  who,  you  know,  is  usually  so 
e^ger  for  peace,  now  gave  the  first  voice  for  battle  ;  so, 
in  the  grey  of  the  morning,  we  descended  the  lake  to- 
waids  Granson,  with  tears  in  our  eye*  and  weapons  in  our 
l^nd^,.  determined  to  have  dfeath  or  vengeance.  We 
came  to  a  sort  of  strait,  between  Vauxmoreux  and  the 
lake ;,  there  were  horse  on  the  level  ground  between  the 
mountain  ana  the  lake,  and-  a  large  body  of  infantry  on 
the  side  of  the  hill.  The  Diike  of  Lorraine  and  his  fol- 
lowers engaged  the  horse,  while  we  climbed  the  hill  to 
dispossess  the  infantry.  It  was  with  us  the  aflfair  of  a 
nooment.  Every  man  of  us  was  at  home  among  the 
crags,  and  Charles's  men  were  stuck  among  them  as  thou 
wert,  Arthur,  when  thou  didst  first  come  to  Geierstein. 
Bbt  there  were  no  kind  maidens  to  lend  them  their  hands 
to  help  them  down.  No,  no— There  were  pikes,  clubs, 
i|id  halberds,  many  a  one,  to  dash  and  thrust  them  firom 
places  wliere  they  could  hardly  keep  their  feet  had  there " 
been  no  one  to  disturb  them.  So  the  horsemen,  pursued 
by  the  Lorrainera,  and  seeing  vis  upon  their  flanks,  fled 
^  {ksi  as  their  horses  could  carry  thern^    Then  we  drew 
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logolher  again  on  a  fair  6eld,  which  is  buon  campagtia,  a$ 
the  Italian  says,  where  the  hills  retire  from  the  lake.  But 
lo  you,  we  had  scarce  arrayed  our  ranks,  when  we  heard 
such  a  din  and  clash  of  instruments,  such  a  trample  of  their 
great  horses,,  such  a  shouting  and  crying  of  men,  as  if  all 
tlie  soldiers,  and  all  the  minstrels  in  France  and  Germany^ 
were  striving  which  should  make  the  loudest  noise.  Then 
there  was  a  huge  cloud  of  dust  approaching  us,  and  we 
began  to  see  we  must  do  or  die,  for  this  was  Charles  and 
his  whole  army  come  to  support  his  vanguard.  A  blast 
from  the  mountain  dispersed  the  dust,  for  they  had  halted 
to  prepare  for  battle.  O,  good  Arthur  !  you  would  have 
given  ten  years  of  life  but  to  have  seen  the  sight.  There 
were  thousands  of  horse  all  in  complete  array,  glancing 
against  the  sun,  and  hundreds  of  knights  with  crowns  of 
gold  and  silver  on  their  helmets,  and  thick  masses  of 
spears  on  foot,  and  cannon,  as  they  call  them.  I  did  not 
know  what  things  they  were,  which  they  drew  on  heavily 
with  bullocks  and  placed  before  their  army,  but  I  knew 
more  of  them  before  the  morning  was  over.  Well,  we 
were  ordered  to  draw  up  in  a  hollow  square,  as  we  are 
taught  at  exercise,  and  before  we  pushed  forwards,  we 
were  commanded,  as  is  the  godly  rule  and  guise  of  oui? 
warfare,  to  kneel  down  and  pray  to  God,  Our  Lady,  and 
the  blessed  saints ;  and  we  afterwards  learned  that  Charles, 
in  his  arrogance,  thought  we  asked  for  mercy — Ha !  ha! 
ha  !  a  proper  jest.  If  my  father  once  knelt  to  him^  it 
was  for  the  sake  of  Christian  blood  and  godly  peace  ;^  but 
03  the  field  of  battle,  Arnold  Biederman  would  not  have 
knelt  to  him  and  his  whole  chivalry,  though  he  had  stood 
alone  with  his  sons  on  that  field.  Well,  but  Charles, 
supposing  we  asked  grace,  was  determined  to  show  u3 
that,  we  asked  it  at  a  graceless  fece,  for  he  cried,. '  Fire 
my  cannon  on  the  coward  slaves  ;  it  is  all  the  mercy  tbiqy 
have  to  expect  from  me  V — ^Bang — bang — bang  —on 
went  the  things  I  told  you  of,  like  thunder  and  lighioing,-. 
apd  soj^  mischief  th^y  did,  but  the  less  that  we  were 
kneeling  ;  and  the  saints  doubtless  gave  the.  huge  b«lls..^ 
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hoist  over  the  heads  of  those  who  were  asking  grace  from 
them,  but  from  no  mortal  creatures.  -So  we  had  the  sig- 
nal to  rise  and  rush  on,  and  1  promise  you  there  were  no 
sluggards.  Every  man  felt  ten  men's  strength.  My 
halberd  is  no  child's  toy — if  you  have  forgotten  it,  there 
it  is — and  yet  it  trembled  in  my  grasp  as  if  it  had  been  a 
willow  wand  to  drive  cows  with.  On  we  went,  when 
su*ddenly  the  cannon  were  silent,  and  the  earth  shook  with 
another  and  continued  growl  and  battering,  like  thunder 
under  ground.  It  was  the  men-at-arms  rushing  to  charge 
us.  But  our  leaders  knew  their  trade,  and  had  seen  such 
a  sight  before — it  was,  Halt,  halt — kneel  down  in  the 
front — ^stoop  in  the  second  rank^-close  shoulder  to  shoul- 
der like  brethren,  lean  all  spears  forward  and  receive  them 
like  an  iron  wall  i  On  they  rushed,  and  there  was  a 
rending  of  lances  that  would  have  served  the  Unterwalden 
old  women  with  splinters  of  firewood  for  a  twelvemonth. 
Down  went  armed  liorse — down  went  accoutred  knight 
—down  went  banner  and  bannerman — down  went  peaked 
boot  and  crowned  helmet,  and  of  those  -who  fell  not  a 
man  escaped  with  life.  So  they  drew  off  in  confusion,  and 
were  getting  in  order  to  charge  again,  when  the  noble  Duke 
Ferrand  and  his  horsemen  dashed  at  them  in  their  own 
way,  and  we  moved  onward  to  support  him.  Thus  on 
we  pressed,  and  the  foot  hardly,  waited  for  us,  seeing  their 
cavalry  so  handled.  .  Then  if  you  had  seen  the  dust  and 
heard  the  blows  !  the  noise  of  a  hundred  thousand  thrash- 
ers, the  flight  of  the  chaflT  which  they  drive  about,  would 
be  but  a  type  of  it.  On  my  word,  I  almost  thought  it 
shame  to  dash  about  my  halberd,  the  rout  was  so  help- 
lessly piteous.  Hundreds  were  slain  unresbting,  and  the 
whole  army  was  in  complete  flight." 

"  My  father — my  father !"   exclaimed '  Arthur  ;  "  in 
such  a  rout  what  can  have  become  of  him  ?" 

"  He  escaped   safely,"  said  the   Swiss :  "  fled  with 
Charles."  ^ 

"  It  must  have  been  a  bloody  field  ere  he  fled,*'  replied 
the  Englishman. 
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"  Nay,'*  answered  Sigismund,"  he  took  no  part  in  th« 
fight,  but  merely  remained  by  Charles ;  and  prisonei»' 
said  it  was  well  for  us,  for  that  he  is  a  man  of  great  coun- 
sel and  action  in  the  wars.  And  as  to  flying,  a  man  i» 
such  a  matter  must  go  back  if  he  cannot  press  forward 
and  there  \sma  shame  in  it,  especially  if  you  be  not  en- 
gaged in  your  own  person." 

As  he  spoke  thus,  their  convei-sation  was  interruptec 
by  Mordaunt,  with  "  Hush,  hush — the  King  and  Queei 
come  forth.*' 

"  What  am  I  to  do  ?"  said  Sigismund,  in  some  alarm. 
"  I  care  not  for  the  Duke  of  Lorraine  ;  but  what  am  1  to 
do  when  Kings  and  Queens  enter  ?" 

"  Do  nothing  but  rise,  unbonnet  yourself,  and  be 
silent." 

Sigismund  did  as  he  was  directed. 

King  Rene  came  forth  arm  in  arm  with  his  grandson  ; 
and  Margaret  followed,  with  deep  disappointment  and 
vexation  on  her  brow.  She  signed  to  Arthur  as  she 
passed,  and  said  to  him — "  Make  thyself  master  of  the 
truth  of  this  most  unexpected  news,  and  bring  the  par- 
ticulars to  me.     Mordaunt  will  introduce  thee." 

She  then  cast  a  look  on  the  young  Swiss,  and  replied 
courteously  to  his  awkward  salutation.  The  royal  party 
then  left  the  room,  Rene  bent  on  carrying  his  grandson 
to  the  sporting-party,  which  had  been  interrupted,  and 
Margaret  to  seek  the  solitude  of  her  private  apartment, 
and  await  the  confirmation  of  what  she  regarded  as  evil 
tidings. 

They  were  no  sooner  passed,  than  Sigismund  observ- 
ed,— "  And  so  that  is  a  King  and  Queen  ! — Peste!  th^ 
King  looks  somewhat  like  old  Jacomo,  the  violer,  that 
used  to  scrape  on  the  fiddle  to  us  when  he  came  to  Geier- 
stein  in  his  rounds.  But  the  Queen  is  a  stately  creature. 
The-  chief  cow  of  the  herd,  who  carries  the  bouquets 
and  garlands,  and  leads  the  rest  to  the  chalet,  has  not  a 
statelier  pace.  And  how  deftly  you  approached  her  and 
spoke  to  her !     I  could  not  have  done  it  with  so  much 
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grace — But  it  is  like  that  you  have  aenred  apptentiee  to 
3ie  court  trade  ?" 

<'  Lieave  that  for  the  present,  good  Sigismund/^  answer- 
ed Arthur,  "  and  tell  me  more  of  this  battle  ?" 

'<  By  Saint  Mary,  but  I  must  have  some  victuals  and 
drink  first,''  said  Sigismund,  <'  if  your  credit  in  this  fine 
place  reaches  so  far." 

'<  Doubt  it  not,  Si^mund,"  said  Arthur }  and,  by  the 
intervention  of  Mordaunt,  he  easily  procured,  in  a  more 
retired  apartment,  a  collation  and  wine,  to  which  the 
young  Biederman  did  great  honour,  smacking  his  lips 
with  much  gusto  after  the  delicious  wines,  to  which,  in 
spite  -of  his  father's  ascetic  precepts,  his  palate  was  be- 
ginning to  be  considerably  formed  and  habituated.  When 
he  found  himself  alone  with  a  flask  of  cote  ro/t  and  a 
biscuit,  and  his  friend  Arthur,  he  was  easily  led  to  con- 
tinue his  tale  of  conquest. 

"  Well — where  was  I — Oh,  where  we  broke  their  in- 
tantry — well — they  never  rallied,  and  fell  into  greater 
confusion  at  every  step — ^and  we  niight  have  slaughtered 
one  half  of  tliem,  had  we  not  stopt  to  examine  Charles's 
camp,  ftfercy  on  U3,  Arthur,  what  a  sight  was  there  ! 
Every  pavilion  was  full  of  rich  clothes,  splendid  armour, 
and  great  dishes  and  flagons,  which  some  men  said  were 
of  silver  ;  hut  I  knew  there  was  not  so  much  silver  in  the 
world,  and  was  sure  they  must  be  of  pewter,  rarely  bur- 
nished. Here  there  were  hosts  of  laced  lackeys,  and 
grooms,  and  pages,  and  as  many  attendants  is  there  were 
soldiers  in  the  army  ;  and  thousands,  for  what  I  knew, 
of  pretty  maidens.  By  tlie  same  token,  both  meni^s 
and  luaideiw  placed  themselves  at  the  disposal  of  the 
victors  ;  but  I  promise  you  that  my  father  was  right  se- 
vere on  any  who  would  abuse  the  rights  of  war.  But 
some  of  our  young  men  did  not  mind  him,  till  h2  taught 
them  obedience  with  the  staflf  of  his  halberd  Well, 
Arthur,  there  was  fine  plundering,  for  the  Germans  and 
French  that  were  with  us  rifled  every  thing,  and  ?ome 
of  our  men  followed  the  example— it  is  ver^f  ( atching — 
So  I  got  into  Charles's  own  pavilion,  where  Rudolph  and 


Digitized 


by  Google 


some  >of  Iris  ifeople  were  trying  to  keep  out  e^erjr  one, 
that  he  might  have  the  spoiling  of  it  himself,  I  think ; 
but.  neither  he,  nor  any  Bernese  of  them  all,  dared  lay 
truncheon  over  my  pate ;  so  I  entered,  and  saw  them 
putting  ^iles  of  ^pewter-trenohers,  so  clean  as  to  look  like 
silver,  into  chests  and  trunks,  i  pressed  through  them 
into  the  inner  place,  atid  there  was  Charles's  pellet-bed — 
I  will  do  him  jtistice,  it  was  the  only  hard  one  in  his  camp 
— «nd  4h«pe  were  ^e  spftikrmg  stones  and  pebbles  lying 
about  among  guamlets,  boots,  vambraces,  and  suchlike 
gear— So  i  thought  of  your  father  and  you,  and  looked 
for  soinethnig,  when  what  should  I  see  but  my  old  friend 
here,"  (here  .he  drew  Queen  Margaret's  necklace  from 
hb  bosom,)  '*  which  I  knew,  because  you  remember  I 
recovered  it  from  the  Soharfgeridrter  at  Brisach.— **Oho  ! 
you  pretty  sparklers,'  said  I,  *  you  s>httH  be  Burgundian 
no  longer,  but  go  back  to  my  honest  Englisli  friends,'  and 
therefore" 

**lr  is  of  immense  value,"  said  Arthur.  "  and  belongs 
not  to  my  fether  or  to  me,  but  to  the  Queen  you  saw  but 
now." 

"  And  she  will  become  it  rarely,"  answered  Sigismimd. 
"  Were  slie  but  a  score,  or  a  score  and  a  half  years  young- 
er, she  were  a  gaJlant  wife  for  a  Swiss  landholder.  I  would 
warrant  her  to  keep  his  household  in  high  order.*' 

**  She  will  reward  thee  liberally  for  recovering  her 
property,"  said  Arthur,  scarce  suppressing  a  smHe  at  the 
idea  of  the  proud  Margaret  becoming  the  housewife  of  a 
Swiss  shepherd. 

«  How — ^reward  !"  said  the  Swiss.  "  'Bethink  thee  I 
am  Sigismund  Biederman,  the  son  of  the  Landamman 
-of  UnterwaMen — I  am  not  a  base  lanz-kniicki,  io  be  paid 
fcr  courtesy  with  piastres.  Let  her  grant  me  a  kind  word 
of  thanks,  or  the  matter  of  a  kiss,  and  I  am  well  con- 
tented." 

"  A  kiss  of  her  hand,  perhaps,"  said  Arthur,  again 
smiling  at  his  friend's  ^mplicity. 

«  Umph,  the  hand  !     Well !  it  ms^y  do  for  a  Qoeeii 
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of  some  fifty  years  and  odd,  but  would  be  poor  hooiage 
to  a  Queen  of  May." 

Arthur  here  brought  back  the  youth  to  the  subject  of  - 
his  battle,  and  learned  that  the  slaughter  of  the  Duke's 
forces  in  the  flight  had  been  in  no  degree  equal  to  the 
importance  of  the  action. 

*'  Many  rode  off  on  horseback,"  said  Sigismuod  ;  "  and 
our  German  reiters  flew  on  the  spoil,  when  they  should 
have  followed  the  chase.  And,  besides,  to  speak  truth, 
Charles's  camp  delayed  our  very  selves  in  the  pursuit ; 
but  had  we  gone  half  a  mile  further,  and  seen  our  friends 
hanging  on  trees,  not  a  confederate  would  have  stopped 
from  the  chase  while  he  had  limbs  to  carry  him  in  pur* 
suit." 

<*  And  what  has  become  of  the  Duke  ?" 

'<  Charles  has  retreated  into  Burgundy,  like  a  boar  who 
has  felt  the  touch  of  the  spear,  and  is  more  enraged  than 
hurt ;  but  is,  they  say,  sad  and  sulky.  Others  report  that 
he  has  collected  all  his  scattered  army,  and  immense  forces 
besides,  and  has  screwed  his  subjects  to  give  him  money, 
so  that  we  may  expect  another  brush.  But  all  Switzer- 
land will  join  us  after  such  a  victory." 

'^  And  my  father  is  with  him  ?"  said  Arthur. 

'<  Truly  he  is,  and  has  in  a  right  godly  manner  tried  to 
set  afoot  a  treaty  of  peace  with  my  own  father.  But  it 
will  scarce  succeed.  Charles  is  as  mad  as  ever  ;  and  our 
people  are  right  proud  of  our  victory,  and  so  they  well 
may.  Nevertheless,  my  father  for  ever  preaches  that 
such  victories,  and  such  heaps  of  wealth,  will  change 
our  ancient  manners,  and  that  the  ploughman  will  leave 
his  labour  to  turn  soldier.  He  says  much  about  it ;  but 
why  money,  choice  meat  and  wine,  and  fine  clothing, 
should  do  so  much  harm,  I  cannot  bring  my  poor  brains 
to  see — And  many  better^  heads  than  mine  are  as  much 
puzzled. — Here's  to  you  friend  Arthur. — This  is  choice 
liquor !" 

"  And  what  brings  yOu  and  your  General,  Prince  Fer- 
fand.  post  to  Nancy  ?"  said  the  young  Englishman. 

"  Faith,  you  are  yourself  the  cause  of  our  journey." 
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"  I  the  cause  ?'•  said  Arthur. — '*  Why,  how  could  that 
oe?" 

"  Why,  it  is  said  you  and  Queen  Margaret  are  urging 
this  old  fiddling  King  Rene  to  yield  up  his  territories  to 
Charles,  and  to  disown  Ferrand  in  bis  claim  upon  Lor- 
raine. And  the  Duke  of  Lorraine  sent  a  inan  that  you 
know  well — that  is,  you  do  not  know  A«m,  but  you  know 
some  of  his  family,  and  he  knows  more  of  you  than  you 
wot — to  put  a  spoke  in  your  wheel,  and  prevent  your 
getting  for  Charles  the  county  of  Provence,  or  prevent- 
ing Ferrand  being  troubled  or  traversed  in  his  natural 
rights  over  Lorraine."  * 

"  On  my  word,  Sigismund,  1  cannot  comprehend  you,'* 
said  Arthur. 

"  Well,"  replied  the  Swiss,  "  my  lot  is  a  hard  one. 
All  our  house  say  that  I  can  comprehend  nothing,  and  I 
shall  be  next  told  that  nobody  can  comprehend  me.— 
Well,  in  plain  language,  I  mean  my  uncle,  Count  Al* 
bert,  as  he  calls  himself,  of  Geierstein, — my  fathers 
brother." 

*.*  Anne  of  Seierstein's  father  !"  echoed  Arthur. 

"  Ay,  truly ;  1  thought  we  should  find  some  mark  to 
make  you  know  him  by." 

"  But  I  never  saw  him." 

"  Ay,  but  you  have  though — An  able  man  he  is,  and 
knows  more  of  every  man's  business  than  the  man  does 
himself.  Oh  !  it  was  not  for  nothing  that  he  married  the 
daughter  of  a  Salamander  !" 

"  Pshaw,  Sigismnnd,  how  can  you  believe  that  non- 
sense ?"  answered  Arthur. 

'^  Rudolph  told  me  you  were  as  much  bewildered  as  I 
was  that  night  at  Graffs-lust,"  answered  the  Swiss. 

"  If  I  were  so,  I  was  the  greater  ass  for  my  pains/' 
answered  Arthur. 

"  Well,  but  this  uncle  of  mine  has  got  some  of  the  old 
ronjuring  books  from  the  library  at  Amheim,  and  they 
iay  he  can  pass  from  place  to  place  with  more  than  mor- 
tal speed  ;  and  that  he  is  helped  in  his  designs  by  mightier 
coinsellors  than  mere  men.     Always,. however,  though 
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-90  able  vsA  higMy  endotv^d,  bis  gifts,  wbetber  coming 
from  a  lawfiil  or  unlawful  quarter,  bring  bim  no  abiding 
advantage.  He  is  eternally  plunged  into  strife  and 
danger." 

*•  1  know  few  particulars  of  his  life,'*  said  Artbur,  dis- 
'guising  as  much  as  be  could  bis  anxiety  to  bear  more  of 
him  ;  "  but  \  bave  heard  that  be  left  Switzerland  to  join 
the  Emperor.'* 

"  True,**  answered  ibe  young  Swiss,  "  and  married 
the  young  Baroness  of  Amheim, — ^but  afterwards  he  in- 
curred fny  namesake^  imperial  displeasure,  and  not  less 
that  of  the  Duke  of  Austria.  They  say  you  cannot  live 
in  Rome  and  strive  with  the  Pope  ;  so  my  uncle  thought 
it  best  to  cross  the  Rhine,  and  betake  himself  to  Charles's 
court,  who  willingly  received  noblemen  from  all  countries. 
So  that  they  had  good  sounding  names,  with  tlie  title  of 
Count,  Marquis,  Baron,  or  suchlike,  to  march  in  front  of 
them.  So  my  uncle  wai^  most  kindly  received ;  but 
within  this  year  or  two  all  thi§  fri^dship  has  been  broken 
up.  Uncle  Albert  obtained  a  great  lead  in  some  myste- 
rious societies,  of  which  Charles  disapprcfVed,  and  set  so 
hard  at  my  poor  uncle,  that  he  was  fain  to  take  orde# 
and  shave  his  hair,  rather  than  lose  his  head.  But  though 
he  cut  off  his  hair,  his  brain  remains  as  busy  as  ever ; 
and  although  the  Duke  suffered  him  to  be  at  large,  yet 
be  found  him  so  often  in  his  way,  that  all  men  believed 
he  waited  but  an  excuse  for  seizing  upon  him  and  putting 
bim  to  death.  But  my  uncle  persists  that  be  fears  not 
Charles ;  and  that,  Duke  as  he  is,  Charles  has  more  oc- 
casion to  be  afraid  of  him. — And  so  you  saw  how  boldly 
he  played  his  part  at  La  Ferette." 

"  By  Saint  George  of  Windsor  !'*  exclaimed  Arthur, 
^*  the  Black  Priest  ^f  St.  Paul's  ?** 

"  Oh  ho  !  you  understand  me  now.  Well,  he  took  it 
upon  him  that  Charles  would  not  dare  to  punish  bim  for 
his  share  in  De  Hagen bach's  death  ;  and  no  more  did  he, 
nhhough  uncle  Albert  sat  and  voted  in  the  Estates  of 
Burgundy,  and  stirred  them  up  all  he  could  to  refuse 
(jliAring^Chafles  tfie  mon^  be  asked  of  them.     Bat  wbep 
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the.  Swiss. war  broke  out,  uoele  Albeit  became  assured  hia 
being  a  clergyman  would  be  do  longer  h\i  protection,  and 
that  the  Duke  intended  to  have  him  accused  of  corres* 
ponding  with  his  brother  and  countrymen  ;  and  so  he  ap« 
peared  suddenly  in  Ferrand's  oamp  at  Neufchatel,  and 
seQt>a  message  to  Charles  that  he  renounced  his  allegi- 
ance, and  bid  him  defiance." 

'^  A  singular  story  of  an  active  and  versatile  man," 
said  the  young  EngUshman.  . 

.  <<  Oh,  you  may  seek  the  world  for  a  man  like  uncle 
Albert.  Then  he  knows  every  thing ;  and  he  told  Duke 
Ferrand  what  you  were  about  here,  and  offered  to  go  and 
bring  more  certain  information — ay,  though  he  left  the 
Swiss  camp  but  five  or  six  days  before  the  battle,  and  the 
distance  between  Aries  and  Neufchatel  be  four  hundred 
miles  complete,  yet  he  met  him  on  his  return,  when  Duke 
Ferrand,  with  me  to  show  him  the  way,  was  hastening 
bkherward,  having  set  off  from  the  very  field  of  battle." 

"  Met  him  !"  said  Arthur — "  Met  whom  ? — Met  the 
Black  Priest  of  St.  Paul's  ?" 

^^  Ay,  I  mean  so,"  replied  Sigismund  ;  '^  but  he  was 
habited  as  a  Carmelite  monk." 

"A  Carmelite  1"  said  Arthur,  a  sudden  light  flashing 
on  him  ;  and.  1  was  so  blind  as  to  recommend  his  services 
to  the  Queen  !  I  remember  well  that  he  kept  his  face 
much  concealed  in  his  cowl — ^and  I,  foolish  beast,  to  fall 
so  grossly  into  the  snare  ! — And  yet  perhaps  it  is  as  well 
the  transaction  was  interrupted,  since  1  fear,  if  carried 
successfully  through,  all  must  have  been  disconcerted  by 
this  astounding  defeat." 

Their  conversation  had  thus  far  proceeded,  when  Mor- 
daunt  appearing,  summoned  Arthur  to  his  royal  mistress's 
apaitment.  In  that  gay  palace,  a  gloomy  room,  whose 
windows  looked  upon  some  part  of  the  ruins  of  the  Ro- 
man edifice,  but  excluded  every  other  object,  sa^  e  broken 
walls  and  tottering  columns,  was  the  retreat  which  Mar- 
garet had  chosen  for  her  own.  She  received  Arthur  with 
a  kindness,  more  touching  that  it  was  the  inmate  of  so 
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prbiid  and  fiery  a  dispositioii^*— of  a  heaft  assailed  vritii 
tuany  woes*  and  feeling  them  severely* 

*^  Alas,  pcx>r  Arthur  !"  sbt;  said,  "  thy  life  begins  where 
tby  fatlier's  threatens  to  end,  in  useless  labour  to  save  ft 
sinking  vessel.  I'he  rushing  leak  pours  io  its  waters 
laster  than  human  force  can  lighten  or  discharge.  AH— - 
all  goes  wrong,  when  our  unhapjpy  cause  becomes  eo&- 
fieoted  with  it — Strength  becomes  weakness,  wisdom 
folly,  and  valour  cowardice.  The  Duke  of  Burgundy, 
hitherto  victorious  in  all  his  bold  undertakings,  has  but  to 
entertain  the  mofjaentary  thought  of  yielding  succour  to 
Lancaster,  and  behold  his  sword  is  broken  by  a  peasant's 
flail ;  and  his  disci phned  army,  held  to  be  the  finest  ill 
the  world,  flies  like  chaflf  before  the  wind }  while  their 
Spoils  are  divided  by  renegade  German  hirelings,  and 
barbarous  Alpine  shephercb ! — ^What  more  hast  thou 
learned  of  this  strange  tale  ?" 

"  Little,  madam,  but  what  you  have  heard.  The  w^orst 
additions  are,  that  the  battle  was  shamefully  cowardlike, 
and  completely  lost,  with  every  advantage  to  have  woo 
it— *tbe  best,  that  the  Burgundian  army  has  been  rather 
dispersed  than  destroyed,  and  that  the  Duke  himself  has 
escaped,  and  is  rallying  his  forces  in  Upper  Burgundy.'^ 

<^  To  sustain  a  new  defeat,  or  engage  in  a  protracted 
and  doubtful  contest,  fatal  to  his  reputation  as  defeat  it^ 
self.     Where  is  tby  father  ?" 

"  With  the  Duke,  madam,  as  I  have  been  informed," 
replied  Arthur. 

"  Hie  to  him,  and  say  I  charge  him  to  look  after  bis 
own  safety,  and  care  no  farther  for  my  interests.  This 
last  blow  has  sunk  me — I  am  without  an  ally,  without  a 
friend,  v^^ithout  treasure'' 

"  Not  so,  madam,"  replied  Arthur.  "  One  piece  of 
good  fortune  has  brought  back  to  your  Grace  this  inesti- 
mable relic  of  your  fortunes." — And  producing  the 
precious  necklace,  he  gave  the  history  of  its  recovery. 

'<  I  rejoice  at  the  chance  which  has  restored  these 
diamonds,"  said  the  Queen^  ^*  that  in  pobt  of  gratitude, 
at  least,  I  may  not  be  utterly  bankrupt*     Cany  them  to 
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your  fktber— tell  him  oiy  sohemet  ere  overhand  my 
hearty  which  so  long  ckuig  to  hope^  is  broken  at  iast.«— 
Tell  hiiu  the  trinkets  are  his  ovtsi,  and  to  his  <iwn  tise 
let  him  apply  them.  They  mU  bm  poorly  repay  the 
noUe  earldom  of  Oxfiird,  lost  in  the  cause  of  her  who 
sends  them." 

'<  Royal  madam,''  said  the  youtb,  <<  be  assured  mf 
fiither  would  sooner  live  by  service  as  a  schwararriieri 
than  become  a  burtlen  on  ycmr  saisfortunes.'' 

"  He  never  yet  disobeyed  ebmoitind  of  mine/'  said 
Margaret ;  <<  and  this  is  the  last  I  will  lay  upon  him.  If 
be  is  too  rich  or  too  oroud  to  beneik  by  bis  Queen'W 
behest,  he  wiU  find  enongh  of  poor  Lancastrians  who  ba^ 
fewer  means  or  fewer  scruples." 

"There  is  yet  a  circumstance  I  have  to  communicate," 
said  Artiuir,  and  recounted  the  history  of  Albeit  el" 
Geierstein,  and  the  disguise  of  a  CarmeKte  monk. 

"  Are  you  such  a  fool,"  answered  the  Queen,  "  as  tt> 
suppose  this  man  Ims  any  supernatural  powers  to  aid  hinii 
in  bis  ambitious  projects  and  his  hasty  journeys  ?" 

"  No,  madam — but  it  is  whispered  that  the  Cotmt 
Albert  of  Geierstein,  or  this  black  Priest  of  St.  Paul's,  is 
a  chief  amongst  the  Secret  Societies  of  Germany,  whieb^^ 
even  princes  dread  whilst  they  hate  them  ;  for""  the  rnsin 
that  can  command  a  hundred  daggers,  must  be  feared 
even  by  those  who  rule  thousands  of  swords." 

"  Can  thb  person,"  said  the  Queen,  "  being  now  a 
churchman,  retain  authority  amongst  those  who  deal  in 
life  and  death  ?     It  is  contrary  to  the  canons." 

'<  It  would  seem  so  royal  madam  ;  but  every  thing  iii 
these  dark  institutions  differs  from  what  is  practised  in  the 
light  of  day.  Prelates  are  often  heads  of  a  Vebmique 
bench,  and  the  Archbishop  of  Cologne  exercises  the 
dreadful  office  of  their  chief,  as  Duke  of  Westphalia,  the 
priucipal  «*egion  in  which  these  Societies  flourish. ^^  Such 
privileges  attach  to  the  secret  influence  of  the  chiefs  of 
this  dark  association,  as  may  well  seem  supernatural  16 
those  who  are  unappriaed  of  circumstances^  of  whkdl 
men  shun  to  speak  in  plam  terms." 
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,  .</ Let  -  him  te  iviaatd  or  assassin/'  said  the  Queen; 
liJ  thank  him  .for  having  contributed  to  interrapt  my  plan 
of  the  old  man's  cession  of  Provence,  which,  as  events 
Htndy  would  have  snipped  Ren£  of  his  dominions,  witb« 
out  furthering  our  plan  of  invading  Ek]gland.**-On6e  more, 
be  stirring  with  the  dawn,  and  bend  thy  way  back  to  thy 
ijah#y  and  charge  him  to  oare  for  himself  and  think  no 
ip^eira  of  me*  firetaoge,  where  the  heir  of  Lancastet 
resides,  will  be  the  safest  place  of  refuge  for  its  bravest 
fettowen.  Along  the  Rhibe,  the  invisible  'Tribunal,  it 
tfOuldLseem,  haunts  botA  shores,  and  to  be  innocent  of  ill 
i^  ms^urity  ;  evien  here  the  proposed  treaty  with  Bur- 
gundy, ibay.  take  airland  the  Proven^aux  carry  daggers 
as  well  as  crooks  and  pipes.  But  I  hear  the  horses  fast 
fetwniog  from  the  hawking  party,  and  the«i4ly  old  miin, 
ftcgett^Bg  all  the  eventful  proceedings  oif  the  day,  whist-* 
ling  as  he  ascends  the  steps.  Well,  we  will  soon  part, 
%nd  my  removal  will  be,  I  think,  a  relief  to  him.  Pre- 
pulre  for  ban^iiet  and  ball,  for  noise  and  nonsense — above 
all,  to  bid  adieu  to  Aix  with  morning  dawn." 

.  iThns  dismissed  from  the  Queen's  presence,  Arthur's 
first  0are  was  to  summon  Thiebault  to  have  all  things  in 
ceadiness  for  his  departure ;  his  next  to  prepare  himself 
for  the  pleasures  of  the  evening,  not  perhaps  so  heavily 
afiected  by  the  failure  of  his  negotiation  as  to  be  incapa- 
ble of  consolation  in  such  a  scene ;  for  the  truth  was, 
tbat  his  mind  secretly  revolted  at  the  thoughts  of  the 
simple  old  King  being  despoiled  of  his  dominions  to  fur- 
ther an  invasion  of  England,  in  which,  whatever  interest 
he  might  have  in  his  daughter's  rights,  there  was  little 
chance  of  success. 

If  such  feelings  were  censurable,  they  had  their  pun- 
bhment.  Although  few  knew  how  completely  the  arri- 
val of  the  Duke  of  Lorraine,  and  the  intelligence  he 
brought  with  him,  bad  disconcerted  the  plans  of  Queen 
Margaret,  it  was  well  known  there  had  been  little  love 
betwixt  the  Queen' dnd  his  mother  Yolande ;  and  the 
young  Prince  found  himself  at  the  head  of  a  numeroi» 
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ptfty  in  thk  eodrt  of  his  gnmdfii^ei^  yAo  dbUkwt^  his 
•unt's  haughty  mannerS)  and  were  wearied  by  the  unceae*- 
ing  melancholy  of  her  looks  aad  ooovennlioDi  and  her 
undisguised  contempt  of  the  frivoltiea  which  passed 
around  her.  Ferrand^  besides,  was  young,  handsome,  a 
victor  just  arrived  firom  a  field  of  battle,  fought  gloriously, 
and  gained  against  all  chances  to  iihe  contrary.  That  he 
was  a  general  iavourite,  aad  excluded  Arthur  PhUipson, 
as  an  adherent  of  the  unpopular  Queen,  firom  the  notice 
her  influence  had  on  a  former  evenbg  procured  him,  was 
only  a  natural  consequence  of  their  relative  condition. 
But  what  somewhat  hurt  Arthur's  feelings  was,  to  see  his 
friend  Sigismund  the  Simple,  as  his  brethren  called  him, 
shining  with  the  reflected  glory  of  the  Duke  Ferrand  of 
Lorraine,  who  introduced  to  all  the  ladies  present,  the 
gallant  young  Swiss,  as  Count  Sigismund  of  Geierstein. 
His  care  had  procured  for  his  follower  a  dress  rather 
more  suitable  for  such  a  scene  than  the  country  attire  of 
the  Count,  otherwise  Sigismund  Biederman. 

For  a  certain  time,  whatever  of  novelty  is  introduced 
into  society  is  pleasing,  though  it  has, nothing  else  to 
recommend  it.  The  Swiss  were  little  known  personally 
out  of  their  own  country,  but  they  were  much  talked  of; 
it  was  a  recommendation  to  be  of  that  country.  Sigis- 
njund's  manners  were  blunt ;  a  mixture  of  awkwardness 
and  rudeness,  which  was  termed  frankness  during  the 
moment  of  his  favour.  He  spoke  bad  French  and  worse 
Italian — ^it  gave  naivete  to  all  he  said.  His  limbs  were 
too  bulky  to  be  elegant ;  his  dancing,  for  Count  Sig^s* 
mund  failed  not  to  dance,  was  the  bounding  and  gambol- 
ing of  a  young  elephant ;  yet  they  were  preferred  to  the 
handsome  proportions  and  courtly  movements  of  the 
youthful  Englishman,  even  by  the  black-eyed  Countess, 
in  whose  good  graces  Arthur  had  made  some  progress  on 
the  preceding  evening.  Arthur  thus  thrown  into  the 
sbade,/felt  as  Mr.  Pepys  afterwards  did  when  he  tore  his 
camlet  cloak, — the  damage  was  not  great,  but  it  troubled 
him. 
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iwrenge.  Them  am  some  works  of  BSt|  ffad  di^feets  of 
which  wefiot  seen  liU  thcgr  ais  injudicioualy  plaoed  in  too 
Btroiig  a  lighty  asd  Bucb  wm  the  caa^  with  Sigiaflouod  the 
Simple.  The  quickwitted,  though  fentastic  PfQvesc«ii(« 
soon  Toirod  oiU  the  heaviness  of  his  kiteUect^  and  tbe 
extent  of  bis  good^nalare,  and  amused  thaotselves  at  his 
expense,  by  ivomcal  oompiimeiits  and  weD- veiled  raillery. 
It  is  probable  tiiey  would  haye  been  less  delicate  on  the 
subject,  had  not  the  Swiss  brought  into  the  dancing  ioom 
along  with  him  Hs  Vernal  hattieffd,  the  size,  and  weight, 
and  thiekness  of  whbh  boded  little  good  to  any  one 
whom  the  owner  might  detect  in  the  act  of  making  merry 
at  his  expense.  But  Sigisnmnd  did  Ho  further  mischief 
that  nighty  except  that,  in  achieving  a  superb  entreekat^ 
he  alighted  with  his  whole  weight  on  the  miniature  foot 
of  tiis  pretty  partner,  whksfa  he  wellnigh  crushed  to  pieces. 

Arthur  had  hitherto  avoided  locJckig  towards  Queen 
Margaret  during  the  oourse  of  the  evening,  lest  be  sliould 
disturb  her  thou^s  from  ti)e  channel  in  which  they  were 
rolling,  by  seeming  to  lay  a  claim  on  her  protection.  But 
there  was  something  so  wbimsk^al  imthe  awkward  physi* 
ognomy  of  the  mal-adroi(  Swiss,  that  he  could  not  help 
glancing  an  eye  to  the  alcove  wliere  the  Queen's  chair 
of  state  was  placed,  to  see  if  she  observed  him.  Tbe 
very  first  view  was  such  as  to  rivet  his  attention.  Mar* 
garet's  head  was  reclined  on  the  chair,  her  eyes  scarcely 
open,  her  features  drawn  up  and  pinched,  her  hands 
closed  with  eflbrt.  The  English  lady  of  honour  who 
stood  behind  heF--*old,  deaf,  and  dim-sighted — ^had  not 
discovered  any  thing  in  her  mistress's  position,  more  than 
the  abstracted  and  indiflerent  attitude  with  which  the 
Queen  was  wont  to  be  present  in  body  and  absent  in 
mind,  during  tbe  festivities  of  tbe  Provencal  court.  But 
when  Arthur,  gready  alarmed,  came  behind  the  seat  to 
press  her  attention-  to  her  mistress,  she  exclaimed,  after  a 
minute's  mvestigation,  <<  Mother  of  Heaven,  the  Queen 
IS  dead !"    And  it  was  so.     It  seemed  that  the  last  fibre 
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of  Kfe,  in  tha^fieiy  and  ambitious  mind,  bad,  as  she  her** 
self  prophe»ed,  givien  way  at  the  sauie  tiiue  with  tha 
ast  thread  of  poUtioal  hope. 


CHAPTER  XV. 

Toll,  ton  the  beH! 

Greatness  is  o'er. 

The  heart  has  broke, 

To  ache  no  more ; 
An  unsubstantial  pageant  all— • 
Drop  o'er  the  sceoc  the  funeral  pall. 

OldFoem. 

Thb  coramotion  and  shrieks  of  fear  and  amasement 
which  were  excited  among  the  ladies  of  the  court  by  ao 
event  so  singular  and  shocking  had  begun  to  abate,  and 
the  sighs,  more  serious  though  less  intrusive,  of  the  few 
English  attendants  of  the  deceased  Queen  began  to  be 
heard^  together  with  the  groans  of  old  King'Ren^,  whose 
emotions  were  as  acute  as  they  were  shortlived.  The 
leeches  had  held  a  busy  but  unavailing  consultation,  and 
the  body  that  was  once  a  Queen's,  was  delivered  to  the 
Priest  of  St.  Sauveur,  that  beautiful .  chtirch  in  ^which 
the  spoils  of  Pagan  temples  have  contributed  to  fill  up 
the  magnificence  of  the  Christian  edifice.  The  stately 
pile  was  duly  lighted  up,  and  the  funeral  provided  with 
such  splendour  as  Aix  could  supply.  The  Queen's 
papers  being  examined,  it  was  found,  that  Marj^aret,  by 
disposing  of  jewels  and  living  at  small  expense,  had  real- 
ized the  means  of  making  a  decent  provision  for  life,  for 
her  very  few  English  attendants.  Her  diamond  necl^lace, 
described  in  her  last  will  as  in  the  hands  of  an  English 
merchant  named  John  Philipson,  or  his  son,  or  the  price 
thereof,  if  by  them  sold  or  pledged,  she  left  to  the  said 
John  Philipson,  and  his  son  Arthur  Philipson,  with  a  view 
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Hi  the  proseostion  of  the  design  which  ifaey  had  been 
destined  to  advance,  or,  if  that  shouM  prove  impossible 
to  their  own  use  and  profit.  The  charge  of  her  funeral 
rites  was  wholly  intrusted  to  Arthur,  called  Philipson, 
with  a  request  that  they  should  be  conducted  entirely- 
after  the  forms  observed  in  England.  This  trust  was 
expressed  in  an  addition  to  her  will,  signed  the  very  day 
on  which  she  died. 

Arthur  lost  no  time  m  despatching  Thiebault  express  to 
his  father,  with  a  letter,  explaining  in  such  terms  as  he 
knew  would  be  understood,  the  tenor  of  all  that  had  hap- 
pened »nce  he  came  to  Ahi,  and  above  all,  the  death  of 
Queen  Margaret. 

Finally,  he  requested  directions  ibr  his  motions,  since 
the  necessary  delay  occupied  by  the  obsequies  of  a  per- 
son of  such  eminent  rank  must  detain  him  at  Aix  till  he 
should  receive  them. 

The  old  King  sustained  the  shock  of  his  daughter's 
death  so  easily,  that  ofn  the  second  day  after  the  event,  he 
was  engaged  in  arranging  a  pompous  procession  for  the 
funeral,  and  composing  an  elegy,  to  be  sung  to  a  tune 
also  of  his  own  composing,  in  honour  of  the  deceased 
Queen,  who  was  likened  to  the  goddesses  of  heathen 
mythology,  and  to  Judith,  Deborah,  and  all  the  other 
holy  women,  not  to  mention  the  saints  of  the  Christian 
dispensation.  It  cannot  be  concealed,  that  when  the 
first  burst  of  grief  was  over.  King  Keni  could  no?  help 
feeling  that  Margaret's  death  cat  a  political  knot  which 
he  might  have  otherwise  found  it  difficult  to  untie,  and 
permitted  him  to  take  open  part  with  his  grandson,  so  far 
indeed  as  to  afibrd  him  a  considerable  share  of  the  con- 
tents of  the  Provencal  treasury,  which  amounted  to  no 
larger  sum  than  ten  thousand  crowns.  Ferrand  having 
received  the  blessing  of  his  grandfather,  in  a  form  which 
his  afiairs  rendered  most  important  to  him,  returned  to 
the  resolutes  whom  he  commanded  ;  and  with  him,  after 
a  most  loving  farewell  to  Arthur,  went  the  stout  but  sim- 
ple-minded young  Swiss,  Sigismund  Biederman. 

The  little  court  of  Aix  were  left  to  their  mourning. 
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King  Ren6,  for  whom  ceremonial  and  show,  whether  of 
a  joyfii!  or  melancholy  character,  was  always  matter  of 
importance,  would  willingly  have  bestowed  on  solemniz- 
ing the  obsfequies  of  his  daughter  Margaret  what  remained 
of  his  revenue,  but  was  prevented  from  doing  so,  partly 
by  remonstrances  from  his  ministers,  partly  by  the  obsta- 
cles opposed  by  the  young  Englishman,  who,  acting  upon 
the  presumed  will  of  the  dead,  interfered  to  prevent  any 
such  fantastic  exhibitions  being  produced  at  the  obse- 
quies of  the  Queen,  as  had  disgusted  her  during  her 
life. 

The  funeral,  therefore,  after  many  days  had  been  spent 
in  public  prayers,  and  acts  of  devotion,  was  solemnized 
with  the  mournful  magniGcence  due  to  the  birth  of  the 
deceased,  and  with  which  the  church  of  Rome  so  well 
knows  how  to  affect  at  once  the  eye,  ear,  and  feelings. 

Amid  the  various  nobles  who  assisted  on  the  solemn 
occasion,  there  was  one  who  arrived  just  as  the  tolling  of 
the  great  bells  of  St.  Sauveur  had  announced  that  the 
procession  was  already  on  its  way  to  the  Cathedral. 
The  stranger  hastily  exchanged  his  travelling  dress  for  a 
suit  of  deep  mourning,  which  was  made  after  the  fashion 
proper  to  England.  So  attired,  he  repaired  to  the 
Cathedral,  where  .the  noble  mien  of  the  cavalier  imposed 
such  respect  on  the  attendants,  that  he  was  permitted  to 
approach  close  to  the  sj(Je  of  theH)i6r ;  arid  it  was  across 
the  coffin  of  the  Queen  for  whom  he  had  acted  and  suffered 
so  much,  that  the  gallant  Earl  of  Oxford  exchanged  a 
melancholy  glance  with  his  son.  The  assistants,  espe- 
cially the  English  servants  of  Margaret,  gazed  on  them 
both  with  i-espect  and  wonder,  and  the  elder  cavalier,  in 
particular,  seemed  to  them  no  unapt  representative  of 
the  faithful  subjects  of  England,  paying  their  last  duty  at 
the  tomb  of  her  who  had  so  long  swayed  the  sceptre,  if 
not  faultlessly,  yet  always  with  a  bold  and  resolved  hand. 

The  last  sound  of  the  solemn  dirge  had  died  away, 
and  almost  all  the  funeral  attendants  had  retired,  when 
the  father  and  son  still  lingered  in  mournful  silence  beside 
the  remains  of  their  Sovereign.     The  clergy  at  length 
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approached,  and  iDtimated  they  were  about  to  ctmdwh 
the  last  duties,  by  removiag  the  body  which  bad  been 
lately  occupied  aud  aoimateid  by  so  haughty  and  restless 
a  spirit,  to  the  dust,  darkness,  and  silence  of  the  vault, 
wliere  the  long-descended  Counts  of  Provence  awaited 
dissolution.  Six  priests  raised  the  bier  on  tlieur  'shoul- 
ders, others  bore  huge  waxen  torches  before  and  behind 
the  body,  as  they  carried  it  down  a  private  staircase 
which  yawned  in  the  floor  to  admit  their  descent.  The 
last  notes  of  the  requiem,  in  which  the  churchmen 
joined,  had  died  away  along  the  high  and  fretted  arches 
of  the  Cathedral,  the  last  flttih  of  light  which  arose  Ifom 
the  mouth  of  the  vault  had  glimmered  and  disappeared, 
when  the  Earl  of  Oxford,  taking  his  son  by  the  arm,  led 
him  in  silence  fcoth  into^  small  cloistered  court  behind 
the  building,  where  they  found  themselves  alone.  They 
were  silent  for  a  few  minutes,  for  both,  and  particularly 
the  father,  were  deeply  affect^.  At  length  the  Earl 
spoke. 

'^  And  this,  then,  is  her  end,"  said  he.  ^'  Here,  royal 
lady,  all  that  we  have  planned  and  pledged  life  upon  falls 
to  pieces  with  thy  dissolution  !  The  heart  of  lesolutiony 
the  head  of  policy  is  gone  ;  and  what  avails  it  that  the 
limbs  of  the  enterprise  still  have  motion  and  life  ?  Alas, 
Margaret  of  Anjou !  may  Heaven  reward  thy  virtues, 
and  absolve  tbee  from  ^the  conseauenoe  of  thine  errors  ! 
Both  belonged  to  thy  station,  an? if  thou  didst  hoist  too 
high  a  sail  in  prosperity,  never  lived  there  princess  who 
defied  more  proudly  the  storms  of  adversity,  or  bore  up 
against  them  with  such  dauntless  nobility  of  deterraina-** 
tion.  With  this  event  the  drama  has  closed,  and  our 
parts,  my  son,  are  ended." 

"  We  bear  arms,  then,  against  the  infidels,  my  lord  ?" 
said  Artnur,  with  a  sigh  that  was,  however,  hardly 
audible. 

"  Not,"  answered  the  Eari,  "  until  I  learn  that  Hrary 
of  Richmond,  the  undoubted  heir  of  the  house  of  Lan* 
caster,  has  no  occasion  for  my  services.  In  these  jewels, 
of  which  you  wrote  me,  so.sUangely  lost  and  recovered, 
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I  may  be  able  U>  supply  hiw  ^ith  resources  more  need- 
ful than  either  your  sei'vices  or  mine.  But  I  return  no 
more  to  the  camp  of  the  Duke  of  Burgundy  ;  for  in  him 
there  is  no  help." 

'<  Can  it  be  possible  that  the  power  of  so  great  a  sove* 
reign  has  been  overthrown  in  one  fatal  battle?"  said 
/Vrthur. 

'<  By  no  means/'  replied  his  father.  ''  The  loss  at 
f  jranson  was  very  great ;  but  to  the  strength  of  Burgun- 
dy it  is  but  a  scratch  on  the  shoulders  of  a  giant*  It  is 
the  spirit  of  Charles  himself,  his  wisdom  at  least,  and  his 
ibresight,  which  have  given  way  under  the  mortification 
of  a  defeat,  by  such  as  he  accounted  inconsiderable  ene- 
mies, and  expected  to  have  trampled  down  with  a  few 
squadrons  of  bis  mep-at^arms.  Then  his  temper  is 
oecome  froward,  peevish,  and  arbitrary,  devoted  to  tho^ 
who  flatter,  and,  as  there  is  too  much  reason  to  believci 
betray  him  ;  and  suspicious  of  those  counsellors  who  give 
bim  wholesome  advice.  Even  I  have  had  my  share  of 
distrust.  Thou  knowest  I  refused  to  bear  arms  against 
our  late  hosts  the  Swiss  ;  and  he  saw  in  that  no  reason 
for  rejecting  my  attendance  on  his  march.  But  since  the 
defeat  of  Granson,  I  have  observed  a  strong  and  sudden 
change,  owing,  perhaps,  in  some  degree  to  the  insinua- 
tions *of  Campo-basso,  and  not  a  little  to  the  injured 
pride  of  the  Duke,  who  was  unwilling  that  an  indiffer- 
ent person  in  my  situation,  and  thinking  as  I  do,  should 
witness  the  disgrace  of  his  arms.  He  spoke  in  my  bear- 
ing of  lukewarm  friends,  C(dd-blooded  neutrals, — of  those 
who,  not  being  with  him,  must  be  against  tiini.  I  tell 
thee,  Arthur  de  Vere,  the  .Duke  has  said  that  which 
touched  my  honour  so  nearly,  that  nothing  but  the  com- 
mands of  Queen  Margaret,  and  the  interests  of  the 
House  of  Lancaster,  could  have  made  nie  remain  in  bis 
camp.  That  is  over — ^My  royal  mistress  has  no  more 
occasion  for  my  poor  services^the  Duke  can  spare  no 
aid  to  our  cause — and  if  he  could,  we  can  no  longer  dis- 
pose of  the  only  bribe  which  might  have  induced  bim  U> 
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aflbrd  us  succours.  The  power  of  seconding  bis  viewi 
on  Provence  is  buried  witb  Margaret  of  Anjou.*' 

"  What,  then,  is  your  purpose  ?"  demanded  his  son. 

"  1  propose,"  said  Oxford,  "  lo  wait  at  the  court  of 
King  Rene  until  I  can  hear  from  the  Earl  of  Richmond, 
as  we  must  still  call  him.  1  am  aware  that  banished 
men  are  rarely  welcome  at  the  court  of  a  foreign  prince  ; 
but  1  have  been  the  faithful  follower  of  his  daughter 
Margaret.  I  only  propose  to  reside  in  disguise,  and 
desire  neither  notice  nor  maintenance  ;  so  methinks  King 
Reni  will  not  refuse  to  permit  me  to  breathe  the  air  of 
his  dominions,  until  I  learn  in  what  direction  fortune  or 
duty  shall  call  me." 

"  Be  assured  he  will  not,"  answered  Arthur.  "  Rene 
is  incapable  of  a  base  or  ignoble  thought ;  and  if  he 
could  despise  trifles  as  he  detests  dishonour,  he  might  be 
ranked  high  in  the  list  of  monarchs.^ 

This  resolution  being  adopted,  the  son  presented  his 
father  at  King  Rene's  court,  whom  he  privately  made 
acquainted  that  he  was  a  man  of  quality,  and  a  distin- 
guished Lancastrian.  The  good  King  would  in  his  heart 
have  preferred  a  guest  of  lighter  accomplishments,  and 
gayer  temper,  to  Oxford,  a  statesman  and  a  soldier  of 
melancholy  and  grave  habits.  The  Earl  was  conscious  of 
this,  and  seldom  troubled  his  benevolent  and  light-hearted 
host  with  his  presence.  He  had,  however,  an  opportu- 
nity of  rendering  the  old  King  a  favour  of  peculiar  value. 
This  was  in  conducting  an  important  treaty  betwixt  Rene 
and  Louis  XL  of  France,  his  nephew.  Upon  that  crafty 
monarch,  Ren£  finally  settled  his  principality,  for  the 
necessity  of  extricating  his  afilairs  by  such  a  measure  was 
now  apparent  even  to  himself,  every  thought  of  favour- 
ing Charies  of  Burgundy  in  the  arrangement  having  died 
with  Queen  Margaret.  The  policy  and  wisdom  of  the 
English  Eari,  who  was  intrusted  with  almost  the  sole 
charge  of  this  secret  and  delicate  measure,  were  of  the 
utmost  advantage  to  good  King  Rene,  who  was  freed 
firom  personal  and  pecuniary  vexations,  and  enabled  to  go 
piping  and  tabouring  to  his  grave.     Louis  did  not  fail  to 
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propitiate  the  plenipotentiary,  by  throvving  out  distant 
hopes  of  aid  to  the  efibrts  of  the  Lancastrian  party  in 
England.  A  faint  and  insecure  negotiation  was  enter> 
ed  into  upon  the  subject ;  and  these  afiairs,  which  ren- 
dered two  journeys  to  Paris  necessary  on  the  part  of 
Oxford  and  his  son,  in  the  spring  and  summer  of  the 
year  1476,  occupied  them  until  that  year  was  half  sj>ent. 

In  the  meanwhile,  the  wars  of  the  Duke  of  Burgundy 
with  the  Swiss  Cantons  and  Count  Fern^nd  of  Lorraine, 
continued  to  rage.  Before  midsummer,  1476,  Charles 
had  assembled  a  new  army  of  at  least  sixty  thousand 
men,  supported  by  one  hundred  and  6fty  pieces  of  can- 
non, for  the  purpose  of  invading  Switzerland,  where  the 
warlike  mountaineers  easily  levied  a  host  of  thirty  thou- 
sand Switzers,  now  accounted  almost  invincible,  and 
called  upon  their  confederates,  the  Free  Cities  on  tlie 
Rhine,  to  support  them  with  a  powerful  body  of  cavalry. 
The  first  efforts  of  Charles  were  successful.  He  over- 
ran the  Pays  de  Vaud,  and  recovered  most  of  the  places 
which  he  had  lost  after  the  defeat  at  Granson.  But 
instead  of  attempfing  to  secure  a  well-defended  frontier, 
or,  what  would  have  been  still  more  politic,  to  achieve  a 
peace  upon  equitable  terms  with  his  redoubtable  neigh- 
bours, this  most  obstinate  of  princes  resumed  the  purpose 
of  penetrating  into  the  recesses  of  the  Alpine  mountains, 
and  chastising  the  mountaineers  even  within  their  own 
strongholds,  though  experience  might  have  taught  him 
the  danger,  nay  desperation,  of  the  attempt.  Thus  the 
news  received  by  Oxford  and  his  son,  when  they  returned 
to  Aix  in  midsummef,  was,  that  Duke  Charles  had 
advanced  to  Morat,  (or  Murten,)  situated  upon  a  lake  of 
the  same  name,  at  the  very  entrance  of  Switzerland* 
Here  report  said,  that  Adrian  de  Bubenberg,  a  veteran 
knight  of  Berne,  commanded,  and  maintained  the  most 
obstinate  defence,  in  expectation  of  the  relief  whicb  his 
countrymen  were  hastily  assembling. 

"  Alas,  my  old  brother-in-arms  !"  said  the  Earl  to  his 
son,  on  hearing  these  tidings,  "  this  town  besieged,  these 
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assaults  repelled,  this  vicin}ty  of  an  eiu^y's  couAtry,  tbia 
profiNind  lake,  these  inaccessible  cUffi,. threaten  a  second 
part  of  the  tragedy  of  Gran^Qn^  more  oalamitous  perhapei 
than  even  the  former !" 

'  On  the  last  week  of  July,  the  capital  of  Provence  was 
agitated  by  one  of  those  unauthorized,  yet  generally 
received  rumours,  which  transmit  great  events  with  in- 
credible swiftness,  as  an  apple  flung  from  hand  to  band 
by  a  number  of  people  will  pass  a  given  space  infinitely- 
faster  than  if  borne  by  the  most  rapid  series  of  expresses. 
The  report  announced  a  second  defeat  of  the  Burgun- 
dians,  in  terms  so  exaggerated,  as  induced  the  Earl  of 
Oxford  to  consider  the  greater  pan,  if  not  the  whole  as  ii 
fabrication. 


CHAPTER  XVI. 

And  IS  the  hostile  troop  arrived, 

And  have  they  won  the  day  t 
It  iDUf  t  have  been  a  bloody  fie)d 

Ere  Darweot  fled  away ! 

The  MittneJt  BlmphenL 

Slbbp  did  not  close  the  eyes  of  the  Earl  of  Oxfiwd 
or  his  son  ;  for  although  the  success  or  defeat  of  the 
Duke  of  Burgundy  could  not  now  be  of  importance  to 
their  own  jprivfite  or  political  affairs,  yet  the  father  did 
not  cease  to  interest  himself  in  the  fate  of  his  former 
companion  in  arms ;  and  the  son,  with  the  fire  of  youth, 
always  eager  after  novelty  ,^i  expected  to  find  somethinj^ 
to  advance  or  thwart  his  own  progress  in  every  remarka* 
ble  event  which  agitated  the  world. 

Arthur  had  risen  from  his  bed,  and  was  in  the  act  of 
attiring  himself,  when  the  tread  of  a  horse  arrested  his 
attention.  He  had  no  sooner  looked  out  of  the  window, 
than  excliuming,  '^News,  my  father,  news,  from  the 
army  !"  he  rushed  into  the  street,  where  a  qavalier,  who 
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ftppesred  to  have  riddmi  very  hard,  was  enquiring  for  the 
two  Philipsoas,  father  and  son.  He  had  ho  difficulty  in 
recognising  C^vin,  the  master  of  the  Burgundian  ord* 
nance.  His  ghastly  look  bespoke  distress  of  mind  ;  bis 
disordered  anray  and  broken  armour,  which  seemed  rusted 
with  rain,  or  stained  with  biood,  gave  the  intelligence  of 
some  affray  in  which  he  had  probably  been  worsted  ;  and 
so  exhausted  was  his  gallant  steed,  that  it  was  with  diffi* 
culty  the  animal  could  stand  upright.  The  condition  of  the 
rider  was  not  much  better.  When  he  alighted  from  his 
liorse  to  greet  Arthur,  he  reeled  so  much  that  he  would 
have  fallen  without  instant  support.  His  homy  eye  had 
lost  the  power  of  speculation  ;  his  limbs  possessed  imper- 
fectly that  of  motion,  and  it  was  with  a  half  suffocated 
voice  that  he  muttered,  "  Only  fatigue*— want  of  rest  and 
of  food." 

Arthur  asmsted  him  into  the  house,  and  refreshments 
were  procured  ;  but  he  refused  all  except  a  bowl  of  wine, 
after  tasting  which  be  set  it  down,  and  looking  at  the 
Earl  of  Oxford  with  an  eye  of  the  deepest  affliction,  he 
ejaculated,  "  The  Didce  of  Burgundy  !" 

"  Slain  ?"  replied  the  Earl ;  "  I  trust  not !" 

''  It  might  have  been  better  if  he  were,"  said  the  Eng- 
lishman ;  <<  but  dishonour  has  come  before  death/' 

"  Defeated,  then  V  said  Oxford. 

<<  So  completely  and  fearfully  defeated,"  answered  thj8 
soldier,  ^<  that  all  that  I  have  seen  of  loss  before  was  alight 
in  comparison."  - 

"  But  how,  or  where  ?"  said  the  Earl  of  Oxford  ;  "  you 
were  superior  hi  numbers,  as  we  were  informed." 

«  Two  to  one  at  least,"  answered  Colvin  ;  "  and  when 
I  speak  of  our  encounter  at  this  moment',  I  could  rend 
my  flesh  with  my  teeth  for  being  here  to  tell  such  a  tale 
(^  shame.  We  had  sat  down  for  about  a  week  before 
that  paltry  town  oS  Murten,  or  lMk»rat,  or  whatever  it  is 
called.  The  governor,  one  of  those  stubborn  oMiuntain 
bears  of  Benie,  bade  us  defiance*  He  would  not. even 
condescend  to  shut  bis  gates,  but  when  we  ^ummoned 
the  town,  returned  for  answer,  we  might  enter  if  we 
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pleased,— we  sboold  be  saitaUy  received.  I  would  have 
tried  to  bring  hiin  to  reason  by  a  salvo  or  two  of  artiUery, 
bat  the  Duke  was  too  much  irritated  to  listen  to  good 
counsel.  Stimulated  by  that  black  traitor,  Campo-lMisso, 
he  deemed  it  better  to  run  ibrward  with  his  wiuAe  force 
upon  a  place,  which,  though  I  could  soon  have  battered 
it  about  their  German  ears,  was  yet  too  strong  to  be  car- 
ried by  swords,  lances,  and  hagbuts.  We  were  beaten 
off  with  great  loss,  and  much  discouragement  to  the  sol- 
diers. We  then  commenced  more  regularly,  and  my 
batteries  would  have  brought  these  mad  Switzers  to  their 
senses.  Walls  and  ramparts  went  down  before  the  lusty 
cannoneers  of  Burgundy  ;  we  were  well  secured  also  by 
intrenchments  against  those  whom  we  heard  of  as  ap- 
proaching to  raise  the  siege.  But  on  the  evening  of  the 
twentieth  of  this  month,  we  learned  that  they  were  close 
at  hand,  and  Charles,  consulting  only  his  own  bold  spirit, 
advanced  to  meet  them,  relinquishing  the  advantage  of 
our  batteries  and  strong  position.  By  his  orders,  though 
against  my  own  judgment,  I  accompanied  him  with  twenty 
good  pieces,  and  the  flower  of  my  people.  We  broke 
up  on  the  next  morning,  and  had  not  advanced  far  before 
we  saw  the  lances  and  thick  array  of  halberds  and  two- 
handed  swords  which  crested  the  mountain.  Heaven, 
too,  added  its  terrors — a  thunder-storm,  with  all  the  fury 
of  those  tempestuous  climates,  descended  on  both  armies, 
but  did  most  annoyance  to  ours,  as  our  troops,  especially 
the  Italians,  were  more  sensible  to  the  torrents  of  rain 
which  poured  down,  and  the  rivulets  which,  swelled  into 
torrents,  inundated  and  disordered*  our  positbn.  The 
Duke  for  once^  saw  it  necessary  to  alter  his  purpose  of 
instant  battle.  He  rode  up  to  me,  and  directed  me  to 
defend  with  the  cannon  the  retreat  which  he  was  about 
to  commence,  adding,  that  he  himself  would  in  persoo 
sustain  me  with  the  men-at-arms.  The  order  was  given 
to  retreat.  But  the  movement  gave  new  spirit  to  an  ene- 
my already  sufficiently  audacious.  The  ranks  of  the 
Swiss  instantly  prostrated  themselves  in  prayer — a  prao- 
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rice  on  the  field  of  battle  which  I  have  ridieuled*— bat  I 
will  do  so  no  more.  When,  after  five  minutes,  they  sprung 
again  on  their  feet,  and  began  to  advance  rapidly,  soand^ 
ng  their  horns  and  crying  their  war  cries  with  all  their 
usual  ferocity — behold,  my  lord,  the  clouds  of  heaven 
opened,  shedding  on  the  confederates  the  blessed  light  of 
the  returning  sun,  wliile  our  ranks  were  still  in  the  gloom 
of  the  tempest.  JVly  men  were  discouraged.  The  host 
behind  them  was  retreating  ;  the  sudden  light  thrown  on 
the  advancing  Svvitzers  showed  along  the  mountains  a 
profusion  of  banners^  a  glancing  of  arms,  giving  to  the 
enemy  the  appearance  of  double  the  numbers  that  had 
hitherto  been  visible  to  us.  I  exhorted  my  followers  to 
stand  fast,  but  in  doing  so  I  thought  a  thought,  and  spoke 
a  word,  which  was  a  grievous  sin.  *  Stand  fast,  my  brave 
cannoneers,'  I  said,  <  we  will  presently  let  them  hear 
louder  thunders,  and  show  them  more  fatal  lightnings, 
than  their  prayers  have  put  down  !^ — My  men  shouted— 
But  it  was  an  impious,  thought — a  blasphemous  speech — 
and  evil  came  after  it.  We  levelled  our  guns  on  the  ad- 
vancing masses  as  fairly  as  cannon  were  ever  pointed — 1 
can  vouch  it,  for  I  laid  the  Grand  Duchess  of  Burgun* 
dy  myself — Ah,  poor  Duchess !  what  rude  hands  manage 
thee  now ! — The  volley  was  fired,  and  ei-e  the  smoke 
spread  from  the  muzzles,  I  could  see  many  a  roan, 
and  many  a  banner,  go  down.  It  was  natural  to  think 
such  a  discharge  should  have  checked  the  attack,  and 
whilst  the  smoke  hid  the  enemy  from  us,  I  made 
every  efibrt  again  to  load  our  cannon,  and  anxiously 
endeavoured  to  look  through  the  mist  to  discover  the 
state  of  our  opponents.  But  ere  our  smoke  was  cleared 
away,  or  the  cannon  again  loaded,  they  came  headlong 
iown  on  us,  horse  and  foot,  old  men  and  boys,  men-at« 
arms  and  varlets,  charging  up  to  the  muzzle  of  the  guns, 
and  over  them,  with  total  disregard  to  their  lives.  My 
brave  fellows  were  cut  down,  pierced  through,  and  over- 
run, while  they  were  again  loading  their  pieces,  nor  do  1 
believe  that  a  single  cannon  was  fired  a  second  time." 
20*    voi*.  II. 
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<<  And  the  Du j^e  ?"  aaid  the  Eari  of  OK£>i!d, ''  did  he 

DOl  support  you  ?" 

'^  Most  loyally  and  bravely,"  answered  Golvin,  "  with 
bb  own  body  guard  of  Walloons  and  Buj^ndians.  But 
a  thousand  Italian  mercenaries  went  off,  and  never  showed 
bee  again.  The  pass,  too,  was  cumbered  with  the  artil- 
lery, and  in  itself  narrow,  bordering  oti  mountains  and 
cliflfs,  a  deep  lake  close  beside.  In  short,  it  was  a  place 
totally  unfit  for  horsemen  to  act  in.  In  spite  of  the 
Duke's  utmost  exertions,  and  those  of  the  gallant  Flem- 
ings who  fought  around  him,  all  were  borne  hack  in  com- 
plete disorder.  I  was  on  foot,  fighting  as  I  could,  with* 
out  hopes  of  my  life,  or  indeed  thoughts  of  saving  it, 
when  1  saw  the  guns  taken  and  my  faithful  cannoneers 
slab.  But  I  saw  Duke  Charles  hard  pressed,  and  took 
my  horse  from  my  page  that  held  him — ^thou,  too»  ait 
lost,  my  poor  orphan  boy  ! — I  could  only  aid  Mon^ 
seigneur  de  la  Croye  and  others  to  extricate  the  Duke 
Our  retreat  became  a  total  rout,  and  when  we  reached 
our  rear-guard,  whk^h  we  had  left  strongly  encamp- 
ed, the  banners  of  the  Switzers  were  waving  on  our 
batteries,  for  a  large  divisbn  had  made  a  circuit  through 
mountain  passes  known  only  to  themselves,  and  attacked 
our  camp,  vigorously  seconded  by  that  accursed  Adrian 
de  Bubenburg,  who  sallied  from  the  beleagured  town,  so 
that  our  entrenchments  were  stormed  on  both  sides  at 
once. — I  have  more  to  say,  but  having  ridden  day  and 
night  to  bring  you  these  evil  tidings,  my  tongue  clings  to 
thii  roof  of  my  mouth?  and  I  feel  that  1  can  speak  no 
more.  The  rest  is  all  flight  and  massacre,  disgraceful  to 
every  soldier  that  shared  in  it.  For  my  part,  1  confess 
my  contumelious  self-confidence  and  insolence  to  man,  as 
well  as  blasphemy  to  Heaven.  If  I  live,  it  is  but  to  hide 
my  disgraced  head  in  a  cowl,  and  expiate  the  numerous 
sins  of  a  licentious  life." 

With  difficulty  the  broken-minded  soldier  was  prevailed 
upon  to  take  some  nourishment  and  repose,  together  with 
an  opiate,  wbksh  was  prescribed  by  the  physician  of  Kmg 
Ren^y  who  recommended  it  as  necessary  to  preserve  even 
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the^  Reason  of  his  patient,  exhausted  by  the  events  of  Che 
battle,  and  subsequent  fatigue. 

The  Earl  of  Oxford,  dismissing  other  assistance,  watch- 
ed alternately  with  his  son  at  Colvin's  bedside.  Not- 
withstanding the  draught  that  had  been  administered,  his 
repose  was  far  from  sound.  Sudden  starts,  the  perspira- 
tion which  started  from  his  brow,  the  distortions  of  his 
countenance,  and  the  manner  in  which  he  clenched  his 
fists  and  flung  about  his  limbs,  showed  that  in  his  dreams 
he  was  again  encpuniering  the  terrors  of  a  desperate  and 
forlorn  combat.  This  lasted  for  several  hours  ;  but  about 
noon  fatigue  and  medicine  prevailed  over  nervous  excita- 
tion, and  the  defeated  commander  fell  into  a  deep  and 
untroubled  repose  till  evening.  About  sunset  he  awakened, 
and,  after  learning  with  whom  and  where  he  was,  he 
partook  of  refreshments,  and  without  any  apparent  con 
sciousuess  of  having  told  then)  before,  detailed  once  more 
all  the  particulars  of  the  battle  of  Murten. 

"  It  were  little  wide  of  truth,''  he  said,  "  to  calculate 
that  one  half  of  the  Duke's  army  fell  by  the  sword,  or 
were  driven  into  the  lake.  Those  who  escaped  are  great 
part  of  them  scattered,  never  again  to  unite.  Such  a 
desperate  and  irretrievable  rout  was  never  witnessed. 
We  fled  like  deer,  sheep,  or  any  other  timid  animals, 
which  only  remain  in  company  because  they  are  afraid  to 
separate,  but  never  think  of  order  or  of  defence." 

"  And  the  Duke  ?"  said  the  Earl  of  Oxford. 

"We  hurried  him  with  us,"  said  the  soldier,  "  rather 
from  instinct  than  loyalty,  as  men  flying  from  a  confla- 
gration snatch  up  what  they  have  of  value,  without  know- 
ing what  they  are  doing.  Knight  and  knave,  oflScer  and 
soldier,  fled  in  the  same  panic,  and  each  blast  of  the 
horn  of  Uri  in  our  rear  added  new  wings  to  our  flight.'' 

**  And  the  Duke  ?"  repeated  Oxford. 

"  At  first  he  resisted  our  efforts,  and  strove  to  turn 
back  on  the  foe ;  but  when  the  flight  became  genei-al, 
he  galloped  along  with  us,  without  a  word  spoken  or  a 
command  issued.  At  first  we  thought  his  silence  and 
passiveness,  so  unu<»  -    'n  a  temper  so  fiery,  were  fortu 
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aaie  for  securing  bis  persooal  safety.    But  wben  we  todm 

the  whole  day,  without  being  able  to  obtain  a  word  of  reply 
to  all  our  questionSi — ^wben  he  sternly  refused  refreshments 
of  every  kind,  though  he  had  tasted  no  food  all  that  dis- 
astrous day, — when  every  variation  of  his  moody  and 
uncertain  temper  was  sunk  into  silent  and  sullen  despair, 
we  took  counsel  what  was  to  be  done,  and  it  was  by  the 
general  voice  that  I  was  despatched  to  entreat  that  you, 
for  whose  counsels  alone  Charles  has  been  known  to  have 
had  some  occasional  deference,  would  come  instantly  to 
his  place  of  retreat,  and  exert  all  your  influence  to  awaken 
him  from  this  lethargy,  which  may  otherwise  terminate 
his  existence." 

"  And  what  remedy  can  I  interpose  ?"  said  Oxford. 
"  You  know  how  he  neglected  my  advice,  when  follow- 
ing it  might  have  served  my  interest  as  well  as  his  own. 
You  are  aware  that  my  life  was  not  safe  among  the  mis- 
creants that  surrounded  the  Duke,  and  exercised  influence 
over  him." 

"  Most  true,"  answered  Colvin  ;  "  but  I  also  know  he 
is  your  ancient  companion-in-arms,  and  it  would  ill  be- 
come me  to  teach  the  noble  Earl  of  Oxford  what  the  laws 
of  chivalry  require.  For  your  lordship's  safety,  every 
honest  man  in  the  army  will  give  willing  security." 

"  It  is  for  that  I  care  least,'*  said  Oxford,  indifferently  ; 
"  and  if  indeed  my  presence  can  be  of  service  to  the 
Duke, — ^if  I  could  believe  that  he  desired  it" 

*'  He  does — he  does,  my  lord  !"  said  the  faithful  sol- 
dier, with  tears  in  his  eyes.  "  We  heard  him  name  your 
name,  as  if  the  words  escaped  him  in  a  painful  dream." 

"  I  will  go  to  him,  such  being  the  case,"  said  Oxford. 
— "  I  will  go  instantly.  Where  did  he  purpose  to  estab- 
'ish  his  head-quarters?" 

"  He  had  fixed  nothing  for  himself  on  that  or  other 
matters ;  but  Monsieur  de  Contay  named  La  Riviere, 
near  Salins,  in  Upper  Burgundy,  as  the  place  of  his  re- 
treat." 

"  Thither,  then,  will  we,  my  son,  with  all  haste  of 
preparation.     Thou,  Colvin,  hadst  better  remain  here. 
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uid  see  some  fady  man,  to  be  assoilzied  for  thy  basi) 
speech  on  the  battle-field  of  Moral.  There  was  offence 
in  it  without  doubt,  but  it  will  be  ill  atoned  for  by  quit- 
ting  a  generous  master  when  he  hath  most  need  of  your 
good  service  ;  and  it  is  but  an  act  of  cowardice  to  retreat 
into  the  cloister,  till  we  have  no  longer  active  duties  to 
perform  ia  this  world." 

"  [t  is  true,"  said  Colvin,  ^'  that  should  I  leave  the 
Duke  now,  perhaps  not  a  man  would  stay  behind  that 
could  stell  a  cannon  properly.  The  sight  of  your  lord- 
ship  cannot  but  operate  favourably  on  my  noble  master, 
since  it  has  waked  the  old  soldier  in  myself.  If  your 
lordship  can  delay  your  journey  till  to-morrow,  I  will  have 
my  spiritual  afiairs  settled,  and  my  bodily  healtb  suffi- 
ciently restored,  to  be  your  guide  to  La  Riviere  ;  and, 
for  the  cloister,  I  will  think  of  it  when  I  have  regained 
the  good  name  which  I  have  lost  at  Murten.  But  I  will 
have  masses  said,  and  these  right  powerful,  for  the  soula 
of  my  poor  cannoneers." 

The  proposal  of  Colvin  was  adopted,  and  Oxford,  with 
his  son,  attended  by  Thiebault,  spent  the  day  in  paepara- 
tion»  excepting  the  time  necessary  to  take  formal  leave 
of  King  Rene,  who  seemed  to  part  with  them  with  re- 
gret. In  company  with  the  ordnance  officer  of  the  dis- 
comfited Duke,  they  traversed  those  psirts  of  Provence, 
Dauphin^,  and  Franche  Compte,  which  lie  between  Aix 
and  the  place  to  which  the  Doke  of  Burgundy  had  re- 
treated ;  but  the  distance  and  inconvenience  of  so  long  a 
route  consumed  more  than  a  fortnight  on  the  road,  and 
the  month  of  July,  1476,  was  commenced,  when  the 
travellers  arrived  in  Upper  Burgundy,  and  at  the  Castle 
of  La  Riviere,  about  twenty  miles  to  the  south  of  the 
town  of  Salins.  The  castle,  which  was  but  of  small  size, 
was  surrounded  by  very  many  tents,  which  were  pitched 
in  a  crowded,  disordered,  andunsoldierlike  manner,  very 
unlike  the  discipline  usually  observed  in  the  camp  of 
Charles  the  Bold.  That  the  Duke  was  present  there,  how- 
ever, was  attested  by  his  broad  banner,  which,  rich  with  all 
its  quaiteringS)  streamed  from  the  battlements  of  thecastle^ 
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TIm  gatfd  (irtoed  oat  to  receive  the  Mini^en,  bot  in  a 
manner  so  disorddrly,  that  the  Earl  looked  to  Colm  for 
eaplanatien.  The  master  of  the  ordoance  drugged  up 
his  shoulders,  and  was  silent. 

Colvin  having  sent  in  notice  of  his  arrival,  and  that  ol 
the  English  Earl,  Monsieur  de  Contay  caused  them  pres^* 
ently  to  be  admitted*,  and  expressed  much  joy  at  their 
arrival. 

^*  A  few  of  us,"  he  said,  "  true  servants  of  the  Duke, 
are  holding  council  here,  kt  wtiich  your  asnstance,  my 
noble  l.^ord  of  Oxford,  will  be  (^  the  utmost  importance 
Messieurs  De  la  Croye,  De  Craon,  Rubempr^,  and  others, 
nobles  of  Burgundy,  are  now  assembled  to  superintend 
the  defence  of  the  country  at  this  exigence." 

They  all  expressed  deligl  i  to  see  the  Earl  of  Oxford, 
and  had  only  abstained  from  U.rusting  their  attentions  on 
him  the  last  time  he  was  jn  the  Duke's  earop,  as  they 
understood  it  was  his  wish  to  observe  incognito. 

'*  His  Grace,"  said  De  Craon,  ^^  has  asked  after  you 
twice,  and  on  both  times  by  your  assumed  name  of 
Philipaon." 

*^  I  wonder  not  at  that^  my  Lord  of  Craon,"  replied 
the  English  nobleman  ;  ''  the  origin  of  the  name  todk  its 
rise  in  former  days,  when  I  was  here  during  my  first  exile. 
It  was  then  said,  that  we  poor  Lancastrian  nobles  aiust 
assume  other  names  than  our  own,  and  the  good  Duke 
Philip  said,  as  I  was  bcother-in^arms  to  his  son  Charles, 
I  must  be  called  after  himself,  by  the  name  of  Phtlipson* 
In  memory  of  the  good  sovereign,  I  took  that  name  when 
the  day  of  need  actually  arrived,  and  I  see  that  the  Duke 
thinks  of  our  early  intimacy  by  his  distinguishing  me  so. 
—How  fares  his  Grace  ?" 

The  Burgundians  looked  at  each  other,  and  there  was 
a  pause. 

"  Even  like  a  man  stunned,  brave  Oxford,"  at  length 
De  Contay  replied.  «  Sieur  d'Argentin,  you  can  best  in- 
form the  noble  Earl  of  the  condition  of  our  sovereign." 

<*  He  is  like  a  man  distracted,"  said  the  future  historiaa 
c£  that  busy  period.    '<  After  the  batde  of  GffiMui,  fai 
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Derek*,  to  my  tiiinking,  of  the  same  sound  judgment 
as  befoi^.  But  then,  he  was  capricious,  unreasonable, 
peremptory,  and  inconsistent,  and  resented  every  counsel 
that  was  oiFered,  as  if  it  had  been  meanl  in  insuh  ;  was 
jealous  of  the  least  trespass  in  point  of  eereiiibmal,  as  if 
his  subjects  were  holding  him  in  contempt..  Now  there 
is  ti  total  change,  as  if  this  second  blow  had  stunned  him, 
arid  suppressed  the  violent  passions  which  the  first  called 
into  action.  He  is  sHent  as  a  Carthusian,  solitary  as  a 
berrnit,  expresses  interest  in  nothing,  least  of  all  in  the 
guidance  of  his  army.  •  He  was,  you  know,  anxious  about 
bis  dress ;  so  much  so,  that  there  was  some  a€%»etation 
even  in  the  rudeoesdes  wfaieh  he  practised  in  that  matter. 
But,  woe's  me,  you  wiB  see  a  change  now  ;  he  will  not 
puffer  his  hair  or  naife  to  be  trimmed  or  arranged*  He  is 
totally  heedless  of  resfiect  or  disrespect  towards  hifri,  takes 
little  or  no  nourishment,  uses  str^g  wifies,  whiish,  h«9W*' 
ever,' do  not  seem  to  affect  his  understanding;  he  will 
bear  notlring  of  war  tsr  state  alSairs,  as  little  of  hunting  or 
of  sport.  Suppose  aii  anchorite  brought  fr6m  a  cell  to 
govern  a  kingdofri,  you  see  in  him,  except  in  point  of  de- 
votion, a  pteftare  of  the  ti^ry  active  Charles  of  Bdrgundy  .'* 

"You  speak  of  a  mind  deeply  wdunded,  Sieur  d*Ar- 
gentin,"  replied  the  En^shman*  "  T^ink  you  it  fit  I 
should  present  myself  before  the  Duke  ?'* 

"Fwill  enquire,"  said  Contay  ;  atid  leaviiig  the  apart- 
liient,  returned  presently,  and  made  a  sign  to  the  Earl  to 
fcUow  him. 

In  a  cabinet,  or  closet,  the  unfoi*tunate  Charles  reclined 
it)  a  brge  cn^rh-Mcbair,  his  legs  carelessly  stretched  on  a 
feolstool^  but  so  changed  that  the  Earl  of  Oxford  could 
have  belfisved  what  he  saw  to  be  the  ghost  of  the  once 
fiery  Duke.  Indeed,  the  shaggy  length  of  hair  which, 
str«Eiming  troth  his  head,  mingled  with  his  beard ;  the 
hollowness  of  the  caverns,  at  the  bottom  of  which  rolled 
lus  wild  eyes  ^  the  &Iling  in  of  the  breast,  and  the  advance 
of  the  shoulders,  gave  the  ghastly  appearance  of  one  who 
has  suffered  the  final  agony  which  takes  fit»m  mortality 
the  signa  of  lib  inil  energy.     His  very  costume  (a  cloak 
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fluQg  loosdy  avw  biro)  increased  bis  resemUaiiee  to  ■ 
shrouded  pbantoio,  De  Contay  named  the  Earl  of  Ox- 
ford ;  but  the  Duke  gazed  on  him  with  a  lustreless  eye, 
and  gave  him  no  answer. 

<*  Speak  to  him,  brave  Oxibrd,"  said  the  Burgundian 
in  a  whi^r ;  <<  he  is  even  worse  than  usual,  but  perhaps 
he  may  know  your  voice." 

Never,  when  the  Duke  of  Bui^ndy  was  in  the  most 
palmy  state  of  his  fortunes,  did  the  nobie  Englishman 
kneel  to  kiss  his  hand  with  suoh  sincere  reverence.  He  re* 
spected  in  him,  not  only  tlie  afflicted  friend,  but  the  hum- 
bled sovereign,  upon  whose  tower  of  trust  the  lightning 
bad  so  recently  broken.  It  was  probably  the  falling  o(  a 
tear  upon  his  band  which  seemed  to  awake  the  Duke^s 
attention,  for  he  looked  towards  the  Earl,  and  said,^^  Oxr 
ford-*-Philipson — my  old — my  only  friend,  bast  thou 
found  me  out  in  this  retreat  of  shame  and  misery  ?" 

"  I  am  not  your  only  friend,  my  lord,"  said  Ox'ford 
<<  Heaven  has  given  you  many  a&ctionate  friends  among 
your  natural  and  loyal  subjects.  But  though  a  stranger, 
and  saving  the  allegiance  1  owe  to  my  lawful  sovereign^ 
I  will  yield  to  none  of  them  in  the  respect  and  deference 
which  I  have  paid  to  your  Grace  in  prosperity,  and  now 
come  to  render  to  you  in  adversity." 

"  Adversity  indeed  !"  said  the  Duke  ;  "  irremediable 
mtolerable  adversity  !  I  was  lately  Charles  of  Burgundy, 
called  the  Bold — ^now  am  I  twice  beaten  by  a  scum  of 
German  peasants ;  my  standard  taken,  my  men-at-arms 
put  to  flight,  my  camp  twice  plundered,  and  each  time  of 
value  more  than  equal  to  the  price  of  all  Switzerland 
fiurly  lost ;  myself  hunted  like  a  caitiff  goat  or  chamois—. 
The  utmost  spite  of  hell  could  never  accumulate  more 
shame  on  the  head  of  a  sovereign  !" 

"  On  the  contrary,  my  lord,"  said  Oxford,  "  it  is  a  trial 
df  Heaven,  which  calls  for  patience  and  strength  of  mind. 
The  bravest  and  best  knight  may  lose  the  saddle  ;  he  is 
but  a  laggard  who  lies  rolling  on  the  sand  of  the  lists  after 
the  accident  has  chanced." 
>:  .'^ JHa..lagSsafd,  sayst  thou  ?"  said  the  Duke,  some  ^^avt 
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iif  his  aneient  sjwit  awakened  by  the  broad  taunt ;  ^  Leave 
my  presence,  sir,  and  return  to  k  no  more,  till  you  are 
suromoned  thither" 

"  Which  I  trust  will  be  no  later  than  your  Grace  quits 
your  dishabille,  and  disposes  yourself  to  see  your  vassals 
and  friends  with  such  ceremony  as  be6ts  you  and  them," 
said  the  Earl  composedly. 

^  How  mean  you  by  that.  Sir  Earl  ?  You  are  un- 
mannerly." 

"  If  I  be,  my  lord,  I  am  taught  my  ill  breeding  by  cir- 
cumstances. 1  can  mourn  over  fallen  dignity  ;  but  I  can- 
not honour  him  who  dishonours  himself,  by  bendmg,  like 
a  regardless  boy,  beneath  the  scourge  of  evil  fi)rtune.*' 

'^  And  who  am  I  that  you  should  term  me  such  ?"  said 
Charles,  starting  up  in  all  his  natural  pride  and  ferocity  ; 
'<  or  who  are  you  but  a  nnserable  exile,  that  you  should 
break  in  upon  my  privacy  with  such  disrespectful  up- 
braiding ?" 

^  For  me,"  replied  Oxford,  **  I  am,  as  you  say,  an  un- 
respected  exile  ;  nor  am  I  ashamed  of  my  condition,  since 
unshaken  loyalty  to  my  King  and  his  successors  has  brought 
me  to  it.^  But  in  you,  can  I  recognise  the  Duke  of  Bur- 
gundy in  a  sullen  hermit,  wh<tee  guards  are  a  disorderly 
soldiery,  dreadful  only  to  their  friends ;  whose  councils 
are  in  confusion  for  want  of  their  sovereign,  and  who  him- 
self lurks  like  a  lamed  wolf- in  its  den,  in  an  obscure  castle, 
waiting  but  a  blast  of  the  Switzer's  horn  to  fling  open  its 
gatq^  which  there  are  none  to  defend ;  who  wears  not  a 
knightly  sword  to  protect  his  person,  and  cannot  even  die 
like  a  stag  at  bay,  but  must  be  worried  like  a  hunted  fox  ?" 

'<  Death  and  'hell,  slanderous  traitor  !"  thundered  the 
Duke,  glancing  a  look  at  his  side,  and  perceiving  himself 
without  a  weapon, — ^**  It  is  well  for  thee  I  have  no  sword, 
or  thou  shouldst  never  boast  of  thine  insolence  going  un- 
punished.— Contay,  step  forth  like  a  good  knight,  and 
confute  the  calumniator.  Say,  are  not  my  soldiers  array- 
ed, disciplined,  and  in  order  ?" 

"  My  lord,*'  said  Contay,  trembling  (brave  as  he  was  m 
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battle)  at  the  frantic  rage  which  Charles  exhibited,  **  tliere 
are  a  numerous  soldiery  yet  under  your  coniuiand,  but 
they  are  in  evil  order,  and  in  worse  discipline  1  tliink, 
than  they  were  wont." 

"  I  see  it — I  see  it,"  said  the  Duke ;  "  idle  and  evil 
counsellors  are  ye  all. — Heaiken,  Sir  of  Contay,  what 
have  you  and  tiie  rest  of  you  been  doing,  holding  as  you 
do  large  lands  and  high  6efs  of  us,  that  I  cannot  stretch 
my  limbs  on  a  sick-bed,  when  ray  heart  is  half  broken, 
but  my  troops  must  fall  into  such  scandalous  disorder  as 
exposes  me  to  the  scorn  and  reproach  of  each  beggarly 
foreigner  ?" 

"  My  lord,"  replied  Contay,  more  firmly,  "  we  have 
done  what  we  could.  But  your  Grace  has  accustomed 
your  mercenary  generals,  and  leaders  of  Free  Companies, 
to  take  their  orders  only  from  your  own  mouth,  or  hand. 
They  clamour  also  for  pay,  and  the  treasurer  refuses  to 
issue  it  without  your  Grace's -order,  as  he  alleges  it  might 
cost  him  his  head  :  and  they  will  not  be  guided  and  re- 
strained, either  by  us  or  those  who  compose  your  council.*' 

The  Duke  laughed  sternly,  but  was  evidently  some- 
what pleased  with  tne  reply. 

"  Ha,  ha !"  he  said,  "  it  is  only  Burgundy  who  can 
ride  his  own  wild  horses,  and  rule  bis  ovTn  wild  soldiery 
Hark  thee,  Contay — To-morrow  I  ride  forth  to  review 
the  troops — for  what  disorder  has  passed,  allowance  shall 
be  made.  Pay  also  shall  be  issued — but  woe  to  those 
who  shall  have  offended  too  deeply  !  Let  my  grooms  of 
the  chamber  know  to  provide  me  fitting  dress  and  arms. 
I  have  got  a  lesson  (glancing  a  dark  look  at  Oxford,)  and 
1  will  not  again  be  insulted  without  the  means  of  wreaking 
my  vengeance.  Begone,  both  of  you.  And,  Contay 
send  the  treasurer  hither  with  his  accounts,  and  woe  to 
his  soul  if  I  find  aught  to  complain  of !  Begone,  I  say, 
and  send  him  hither." 

They  left  the  apartment  with  suitable  obeisance.  As 
they  retired,  the  Duke  said,  abruptly,  "  Lord  of  Oxford, 
a  word  with  you.  Where  did  you  study  medicine  ?  In 
your  own  famed  university,  I  suppose.     Thy  physic  hath 
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vrruught  a  wonder.    Yet,  Doctor  PhilipsoD,  it  might  have 
cost  thee  thy  life." 

"  I  have  ever  thought  my  life  cheap,"  said  Oxford, 
"  when  the  object  was  to  help  my  friend." 

"  Thou  art  indeed  a  friend,"  said  Charles,  ^*  and  a  fear- 
less one.  But  go — 1  have  been  sore  troubled,  and  thou 
hast  tasked  my  temper  closely.  To-morrow  we  will 
speak  further ;  meantime,  I  forgive  thee,  and  I  honour 
thee." 

The  Earl  of  Oxford  retired  to  the  Council-ball,  where 
the  Burgundian  nobility,  aware  of  what  had  passed,  crowd- 
ed around  him  with  thanks,  compliments,  and  congratula- 
tions. A  general  bustle  now  ensued  ;  orders  were  hurried 
off  in  every  direction.  Those  officers  who  had  duties  to 
perform  which  had  been  neglected,  hastened  to  conceal 
or  to  atone  for  their  negligence.  There  was  a  general 
tumult  in  the  camp,  but  it  was  a  tumult  of  joy  ;  for  sol- 
diers are  always  most  pleased  when  they  are  best  in  order 
for  performing  their  military  service  ;  and  license  or  inac- 
tivity, however  acceptable  at  times,  are  not,  when  contin- 
ued, so  agreeable  to  their  nature,  as  strict  discipline  and 
a  prospect  of  employment. 

The  treasurer,  who  was,  luckily  for  him,  a  man  of 
sense  and  method,  having  been  two  hours  in  private  with 
the  Duke,  returned  with  looks  of  wonder,  and  professed, 
that  never,  in  Charles's  most  prosperous  days,  had  he 
showed  himself  more  acute  in  the  department  of  finance, 
of  which  he  had  but  that  morning  seemed  totally  incapa- 
ble ;  and  the  merit  was  universally  attributed  to  the  visit 
of  Lord  Oxford,  whose  timely  reprimand  had,  like  the 
shot  of  a  cannon  dispersing  foul  mists,  awakened  the 
Duke  from  his  black  and  bilious  melancholy. 

On  the  following  -day,  Charles  reviewed  his  troops 
with  his  usual  attention,  directed  new  levies,  made  vari- 
ous dispositions  of  his  forces,  and  corrected  the  faults  of 
their  discipline  by  severe  orders,  which  were  enforced  by. 
some  deserved  punishments,  (of  which  the  Italian  mer- 
cenaries of  Campo-basso  had  a  large  share,)  and  rendered 
palatable  by  the  payment  of  arrears,  which  was  calculat- 
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ed  to  tttacli  them  to  the  standard  uoder  which  they 
served. 

The  Duke  also,  after  consulting  with  his  council, 
agreed  to  convoke  meetings  of  the  States  in  his  di^rent 
territories,  redress  certain  popular  grievances,  and  grant 
some  boons  which  he  had  hitherto  denied ;  and  thus 
began  to  open  a  new  account  of  popularity  with  his  sub- 
jects, in  place  of  that  which  his  rashness  had  exhausted. 


CHAPTER  XVII. 

Here's  a  weapon  now, 

Sbai  shake  a  conqoerini^  gcoefal  itt  liifl  taii^ 
A  mwmank  eo  hietliroae,  m  vaaeb mynlM% 
However  boljr  be  hie  eflieeiy 
Eveo  while  be  serves  ibe  alUt. 

Old  Fla^ 

From  this  time  all  was  activity  in  the  Duke  of  Bur- 
gundy's court  and  army.  Money  was  collected,  soldiers 
were  levied,  and  certain  news  of  the  Confederates'^ 
motions  only  were  wanting  to  bring  on  the  campaign. 
But  although  Charles  was,  to  all  outward  appearance,  as 
active  as  ever,  yet  those  who  were  more  immediately 
about  his  person  were  of  opinion  that  he  did  not  display 
the  soundness  of  mind,  or  the  energy  of  jiidgment, 
which  had  been  admired  in  him  before  these  calamities. 
He  was  still  liable  to  fits  of  moody  melancholy,  similar  to 
those  which  descended  upon  Saul,  and  was  vehemently 
furious  w^hen  aroused  out  of  them.  "Indeed,  the  EJarl  of 
Oxford  himself  seemed  to  have  lost  the  power  which  he 
had  exercised  over  him  at  first.  Nay,  thougli  in  general 
Charles  was  both  grateful  and  affectionate  towards  him, 
he  evidently  felt  humbled  by  the  recollection  of  his  hav- 
ing witnessed  his  impotent  and  disastrous  condition,  and 
was  so  much  afhdd  of  Lord  Oxford  being  suppk>sed  to 
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)««d  bis  QouiiJ9ela«  that  be  often  repelled  bis  advio9> 
merelyi  as  it  seeno^d,  to  ibow  bis  own  independence  ol* 
mind. 

In  tbese  froward  humours,  the  Duke  was  much  eo>- 
couraged  by  Campo-bassou  That  wily  traitor  now  saw 
bis  master's  afiairs  tottering  to  their  fall,  aD4  be  resolved 
to  lend  his  lever  to  the  work,  so  as  to  entitle  him  to  a 
share  of  the  spoil.  He  regained  Oxford  as  one  of  the 
most  able  friends  and  counsellors  who  adhered  to  the 
Duke ;  he  thought  be  saw  in  liis  looks  that  he  lathooaed 
bis  own  treacherou3  purpose,  and  tbereibre  be  hated  and 
feared  hmf  Besides,  in  order  perhaps  to  colour  over* 
even  to  Us  own  eye$,  the  abominable  perfidy  he  meditat- 
ed, he  afiected  to  be  e^^^eedingly  enraged  against  the 
Duke  ibr  the  late  pumebment  of  marauders  bel<Higing  to 
his  Italian  bands.  He  believed  that  chastisement  to  |iave 
been  inflicted  by  the  advice  of  OxJCbrd ;  and  be  suspect*- 
ed  that  the  measure  was  pressed  witb  the  hope  of  dis- 
eovering  that  the  Italians  had  not  pillaged  ibr  their  owm 
emolument  only,  but  for  that  of  their  commander.  Be<- 
lieving  that  Oxford  was  thus  hostile  to  him,  Campos- 
basso  would  have  speedily  found  means  to  take  him  out 
of  his  path,  had  not  the  Earl  himself  found  it  prudent  to 
'  observe  some  precautions  ;  and  the  lords  of  Flanders  and 
Burgundy,  who  loved  him  for  the  very  reasons  for  which 
the  Italian  abhorred  him,  watched  over  his  ^fety  witih  a 
vigilance,  of  which  he  himself  was  igncirant,  but  whick 
certainly  was  the  means  of  preserving  Us  Kfa, 

It  was  not  to  be  supposed  that  Ferrand  of  Lorraine 
should  have  left  his  victory  so  long  unimproved  ;  hful  \he 
Swiss  confederates,  who  were  the  strength  of  his  Ibpees, 
insisted  that  the  6rst  operations  stioutd  take  plitce  ig^ 
Savoy  and  the  Pay»  de  Vaud,  where  the  Bitirgimdiaiis 
had  many  garrisons,  which,  though  t^hey  re6€»ve^  no 
relief,  yet  were  not  easily  or  speedily  reduoed^  Beaidesj, 
the  Switsers  being,  like  most  of  the  tiatiooal  soldiers  of 
the  time,  a  kind  of  militia^  most  of  them  returned  home, 
to  gee  in  their  harvest,  ma  to  deposit  their  apoil  in  safety 
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Ferrandy  therefore,  though  bent  on  pursumg  his  success 
with  all  the  ardour  of  youthful  chivalry,  was  prevented 
from  making  any  movement  in  advance  until  the  month 
of  December  1476.  In  the  meantime,  the  Duke  of 
Burgundy's  forces,  to  be  least  burdensome  to  the  country, 
were  cantoned  in  distant  places  of  his  dominions,  where 
every  exertion  was  made  to  perfect  the  discipline  of  the 
new  levies.  ^The  Duke,  if  left  to  himself,  would  have 
precipitated  the  struggle  by  again  assembling  his  forces^ 
and  pushing  forward  into  the  Helvetian  territories ;  but 
though  he  inwardly  foamed  at  the  recollection  of  Granson 
and  Murten,  the  memory  ot  these  disasters  was  too  recent 
to  permit  such  a  plan  of  the  campaign.  Meantime, 
weeks  glided  past,  and  the  month  of  December  was  far 
advanced,  when,  one  morning,  as  the  Duke  Was  sitting  in 
eoancil,  Campo-basso  suddenly  entered,  with  a  degree  of 
extravagant  rapture  in  his  countenance,  singularly  difier- 
ent  from  the  cold,  regulated,  and  subtle  smile  which  was 
usually  his  utmost  advance  towards  laughter.  <*  Ch-antes"^* 
he  said  "  Gauntes,  for  luck's  sake,  if  it  please  your 
Grace.'' 

**  And  what  of  good  fortune  comes  nigh  us  ?"  said  the 
Duke, — "  Metbought  she  had  forgot  the  way  to  our 
gates." 

**  She  has  returned  to  them,  please  your  Highness, 
with  her  cornucopia  full  of  choicest  gifts,  ready  to  pour 
her  fruit,  her  flowers,  her  treasures,  on  the  head  of  the 
sovereign  of  Europe  most  worthy  to  receive  them." 

"  The  meaning  of  all  this  ?"  said  Duke  Charles  ; 
**  riddles  are  for  children." 

"  The  harebrained  young  madman  Ferrand,  who  calls 
himself  of  Lorraine,  has  broken  down  from  the  mountains, 
at  the  head  of  a  desultory  army  of  scape-graces  like" him- 
self;  and  what  think  you,— dba  !  ha !  ha !  they  are  over- 
running Lorraine,  and  have  taken  Nancy — ha  !  ha !  ha  !*• 

"  By  my  good  feith.  Sir  Count,"  said  Contay,  aston- 
ished at  the  gay  humour  with ^hich  the  Italian  treated  a~ 
matter  so  s^ous,  ^*  I  have  seldom  heard  a  fool  laugh 
more  gaily  at  a  more  scurvy  jest,  than  you,  a  wise  man. 
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augh  at  the  loss  of  the  principal  town  of  the  province 
we  are  fighting  for." 

"  1  laugh,"  said  Campo-basso,  "  among  the  spears,  as 
noy  war-horse  does— ha  !  ha  ! — among  the  trumpets.  I 
laugh  also  over  the  destruction  of  the  enemy,  and  the 
dividing  of  the  spoil,  as  eagles  scream  their  joy  over  the 
division  of  their  prey  ;  I  laugh" 

"  You  laugh,"  said  che  Lord  of  Contay,  waxing  impa- 
dent,  **  when  you  have  all  the  mirth  to  yourself,  as  you 
laughed  after  our  losses  at  Granson  and  Wurten." 

"Peace,  sir!"  said  the  Duke.  "The  Count  of 
Caropo-basso  has  viewed  the  case  as  I  do.  This  young 
knight-errant  ventures  from  the  protection  of  his  moun- 
tains ;  and  Heaven  deal  with  me  as  1  keep  my  oath, 
when  I  swear  that  the  next  fair  field  on  which  we  meet 
shall  see  one  of  us  dead  !  It  is  now  the  last  week  of  the 
old  year,  and  before  Twelfth -Day  we  will  see  whethei  he 
or  I  shall  find  the  bean  in  the  cake. — ^To  arms,  my 
lords ;  let  our  camp  instantly  break  up,  and  our  troops 
move  forward  towards  Lon-aine.  Send  off  the  Italian 
and  Albanian  light  cavalry,  and  the  Stradiots,  to  scour  tlie 
country  in  the  van — Oxford,  thou  wilt  bear  arms  in  this 
journey,  wilt  thou  not  ?" 

"  Surely,"  said  the  Earl.  "  1  am  eating  your  Tligb- 
ness's  bread  ;  and  when  enemies  invade,  it  stands  with 
my  honour  to  fight  for  your  Grace  as  if  I  was  yonr  born 
subject.  With  your  Grace's  permission,  I  will  despatch 
a  pursuivant,  who  shall  carry  letters  to  my  late  kind  host, 
the  Landamman  of  Unterwalden,  acquainting  him  with 
my  purpose,"  ^ 

The  Duke  having  given  a  ready  assent,  the  pursuivant 
was  dismissed  accordingly,  and  returned  in  a  few  hours, 
so  near  had  the  armies  approached  to  each  other.  He 
bore  a  letter  from  the  Landamman,  in  a  tone  of  courtesy 
and  even  kindness,  regretting  that  any  cause  should  have 
occurred  for  bearing  arms  against  his  late  guest,  for  whom 
he  expressed  high  personal  regard.  Tlie  same  pursui- 
vant also  brought  greetings  from  the  family  of  the  Bie- 
ilermans  to  their  fi-iend  Arthur,  and  a  separate  letter. 


Digitized 


by  Google 


248  AUKjc  or  gxixi^bti;!!!* 

addressetl  tQ  the  same  person,  of  ^bicb  the  caoteots  ran 
*1ius : — 

"  Rudolph  Donnerhugel  is  desirous  to  givt;  the  young 
mercliant,  Arthur  Philipson,  the  opportunity  of  finishing 
the  bargain  which  remained  unsettled  between  ihem  in 
the  castle-court  of  Geierstein.  He  is  the  more  desirou9 
of  this,  as  he  is  aware  that  the  said  Arthur  has  done  him 
wrong,  in  seducing  the  affections  qf  a  certain  maiden  of 
rank,  to  whom  he,  Pfailipson,  is  not,  and  cannot  be,  way 
thing  beyond  an  ordinary  acquaintance.  Rudolph  Doo-^ 
nerhugel  vvifl  send  Arthur  Philipson  word^  when  a  lair 
and  equal  meeting  can  take  place  on  neutral  ground.  In 
the  meantime,  he  will  be  as  often  as  possible  in  the  first 
rank  of  the  skirmisher?/' 

Young  Aithur's  heart  leapt  high  as  he  read  the  defi- 
ance,  the  piqued  tone  of  which  shtoved  the  state  of  th« 
writer^s  feelings,  and  argued  sufficiently  BwdoJph's  disap^ 
pointment  on  the  subject  of  Anne  of  Geierstein,  and  his 
suspicion  that  shfi  had  bestowed  her  iiffectoonsf  on  the 
yoi^thful  stranger.  Arthur  found  means  ol  despatching 
a  reply  to  the  phallenge  of  the  Swi^,  assuring  hini  ptihe 
pleasure  with  vyhich  he  |voii)()  aften^  \m  commands^ 
either  in  front  of  the  line  or  «ts^wheJr^y  as  Rudolpb 
migb^  desire. 

Meaptime  the  armies  were  closely  approaching  to 
each  others  and  the  light  tiX)ops  sometimes  met.  The 
Stradiots  from  the  Venetian  territory,  a  scart  of  cavalry 
resembling  that  of  the  Turks,  performed  nwch  of  that 
service  on  the  part  of  the  Burgundian  army,  for  which, 
indeed,  if  their  fidelity  e#i]d  have  been  relied  on,  they 
were  admirably  well  qualified.  The  Earl  of  Oxford 
.  observed,  that  the?e  tnen,  who  were  under  the.  command 
f  of  Camjpo-basso,  always  broiJ|glU  in  intelligepoe  that  th^. 
enemy  were  in  indifferent  order,  and  ip  full  retreat.  Be- 
sides, information  was  coimmunicated  thrquigb  their  npeans^ 
that  sundry  individuals,  gainst  whom  the  Puke  <>f  Bur- 
gundy entertained  peculiar  personal  dl^'ike,  and  whom  he| 
speciafly  desired  to  get  into  his  hjmds,  had  taken  refage 
h  Napcy.    This  gn^ady  l^iprjqjase^  th,i^  Duke's  firdoiv  fo| 
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Miakiiig  thftt  place,  vhieb  bBc«iii«  pofeetljF  uogortfmaf 
bie  wken  he  learaed  ttiat  FerrMd  uid  bia  Siviss  iUitss 
bad  drawn  dS*  to  a  iwigbbouring  position  called  StiDi 
Nicbolas,  on  the  news  of  his  arrival.  The  greater  pari 
of  the  Biugutidiasi  eeunseilors,  together  idth  the  Eaii 
of  Oxford,  protested  agaiDst  his  besieging  a  place  of 
soBie  strengtb,  \!\':bile  aii  active  enemy  ky  in  the  neigh- 
bourbood  Ho  relieve  it.  They  remoostraited  on  the 
smalbiMs  <of  bis  army,  on  the  severity  of  the  weather,  on 
the  dfrfficiilty  of  obtaining  provisions,  and  exhorted  the 
Duke,  ib&t  having  made  such  a  movement  as  had  forced 
the  enemy  to  retreat,  he  ought  to  suspend  decisive  opera* 
tions  till  spring.  Charles  at  first  tried  to  dispute  and 
repel  these  arguments ;  but  when  Ins  counsellors  remind- 
ed him  ibat  be  was  placing  himself  and  his  army  in  the 
samesitnation  as  at  iSranson  and  Murten,  be  became 
fiwrious  at  tine  reeoUectioB,  foaofted  at  the  mouth,  and  only 
answered  by  oallis  and:  iaiprecatiofis,  that  be  would  be 
master  tif  Nancy  before  Twelfth*I>ay. 

Accordingly,  the  amy  of  Burgundy  sat  down  beibre 
Nancy,  in  a  strong  position,  protected  by  the  bollew  of 
a  wateff-oouoBe^  «nd  covered  with  thuty  pieces  of  eannon, 
which  Colvin  had  under  his  charge. 

Having  indidged  his  obstinate  temper  in  thus  amaaging 
the  canpaigai,  the  Duke  seeined  to  give  a  litille  more 
beed  Uy  the  advice  of  his  counseUops  touching  the  safety 
of  his  person,  aa»d  peruiitted  the  Earl  of  Ox^ieMrd,.  wiih 
his  son,  and  two  or  three  officers  of  his  househoiU^  men 
of  approved  trust,  to  sleep  wijChin  bis  pavilioi^  iir  addition 
to  the  usual  guard.  ^ 

It  wanted  tihree  days  of  Christmas  when  the  Duke  sat 
down  before  Nancy,  and  on  thai  very  evening  a  tumult 
happened  which,  seemed  to  justify  the  Avm  for  his  per- 
sonal safely,  it  was  midnt^,  and  iall  in;  the  ducal  pa* 
vilion  were  at  rest,  when  a  cry  of  tueason  arose.  The 
Earl  of  Oxford)  drawing  his  sword,  tmd  sBatDhing  up  a 
light  whieh  burned  beside  hiie,  rushed  inte  the  Duke's 
apartment,  and  foundi  him  standing  on  the  ioor  tcycally 
undressed,  but  with  his  sword  in  his  band^  and  strikuf 
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•round  him  so  iLrioasly,  that  the  Earl  hims«lf  had  £fi* 
euky  ID  avoiding  his  blows.  The  rest  of  his  officers 
rushed  in,  their  weapons  drawn,  and  their  cloaks  wrapped 
around  their  left  anns.  When  the  Duke  was  somewhat 
cojiiposed,  and  found  himself  surrounded  by  his  friends, 
he  informed  them,  with  rage  and  agitation,  that. the  offi- 
cers of  the  Secret  Tribunal  had,  in  spite  of  the  vigilant 
precautions  taken,  found  means  to  gain  entrance  into  his 
chamber,  and  charged  him,  under  the  highest  penalty,  to 
appear  before  the  Holy  Vehm6  upon  Christmas  night. 

The  bystanders  heard  this  story  with  astonishment,  and 
some  of  them  were  uncertain  whether  they  ought  to  ccm- 
sider  it  as  a  reality,  or  a  dream  of  the  Duke's  irritable  fancy. 
But  the  citation  was  found  on  the  Duke's  toilette,  writ- 
ten, as  was  the  form,  upon  parchment,  signeted  with  three 
crosses,  and  stuck  to  the  table  with  a  knife.  A  slip  of 
wood  bad  been  also  cut  fixMn  the  table.  Oxford  read 
the  summons  with  attention.  It  named  as  usual  a  place, 
where  the  Duke  was  cited  to  come  unarmed  and  unat- 
tended, and  from  which  it  was  said  he  would  be  guided 
to  the  seat  of  judgment. 

Charies,  after  looking  at  the  scroll  for  some  time,  gave 
vent  to  his  thoughts. 

"  I  know^from  what  quiver  this  arrow  comes,"  he  smd 
''  It  is  shot  by  that  degenerate  noble,  apostate  priest,  and 
accomplice  of  sorcerers,  Albert  of  Geierstein.  We  have 
heard  that  he  is  among  the  motley  group  of  murderers 
and  outlaws,  whom  the  old  fiddler  of  Provence's  grand*- 
son  has  raked  together.  But,  \>y  Saint  George  of  Bur^ 
gundy  !  neither  monk's  cowl,  soldier's  casque,  nor  con- 

i'urer's  cap,  shall  save  him  after  such  an  insult  as  this, 
will  degrade  him  from  knighthood,  hang  him  from  the 
highest  steeple  in  Nancy,  and  his  daughter  shall  choose 
between  the  meanest  herd-boy  in  my  army,  and  the  con- 
vent of  JUUm  repenUes .'" 

•<  Whatever  are  your  purposes,  my  lord,"  said  Contay, 
"  it  were  surely  best  be  silent,  when,  from  this  late  ap- 
parition, we  may  conjecture  that  more  than  we  wot  of 
{nay  be  within  bearing." 
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The  Duke  seemed  struck  with  this  hint,  and  was  silent 
or  at  least  only  muttered  oaths  and  threats  betwixt  li's 
teeth,  while  the  strictest  search  was  made  for  the  intrude- 
on  his  repose.     But  it  was  in  vain. 

Charles  continued  his  researches,  incensed  at  a  flight 
of  audacity  higher  than  ever  had  been  ventured  upon  by 
these  Secret  Societies,  who,  whatever  might  be  the  dread 
inspired  by  them,  had  not  as  yet  attempted  to  cope  with 
sovereigns.  A  trusty  party  of  Burgundians  were  sent  on 
Christmas  night  to  watch  the  spot  (a  meeting  of  four  cross 
roads,)  named  in  the  summons,  and  make  prisoners  of 
any  whom  they  could  lay  hands  upon  ;  but  no  suspicious 
persons  appeared  at  or  near  the  place.  The  Duke  not 
the  less  continued  to  impute  the  affront  he  had  received 
to  Albert  of  Geierstein.  There  was  a  price  set  upon  his 
head ;  and  Campo-basso,  always  willing  to  please  his 
master's  mood,  undertook  that  some  of  his  Italians, 
sufficiently  experienced  in  such  feats,  should  bring  the 
obnoxious  baron  before  him,  alive  or  dead.  Colvin, 
Contay,  and  others,  laughed  in  secret  at  the  Italian's 
promises. 

"  Subtle  as  he  is,"  said  Colvin,  *'  he  will  lure  the  wild 
vulture  from  the  heavens  before  he  gets  Albert  of  Geier- 
stein into  his  power." 

Arthur,  to  whom  the  words  of  the  Duke  had  given 
subject  for  no  small  anxiety,  on  account  of  Anne  of  Geier- 
stein, and  of  her  father  for  her  sake,  breathed  more  lightly 
on  hearing  his  menaces  held  so  cheaply. 

It  was  the  second  day  after  this  alarm  that  Oxford  felt 
a  desire  to  reconnoitre  the  camp  of  Ferrand  of  Lorraine, 
having  some  doubts  whether  the  strength  and  position  of 
It  were  accurately  reported.  He  obtained  the  Duke's 
consent  for  this  purpose,  who  at  the  same  time  made  him 
and  his  son  a  present  of  two  noble  steeds  of  great  power 
and  speed,  which  he  himself  highly  valued. 

So  soon  as  the  Duke's  pleasure  was  communicated  to 
the  Itaiian  Count,  he  expressed  the  utmost  joy  that  he 
was  to  have  the  assistance  of  Oxford's  age  and  experi- 
ence upon  an  exploratory  party,  and  selected  a  chosen 
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kftnd  of  «n  hundred  Stnriiots,  whom  he  said  be  "had  l^nl 
jtomeiiitnes  to  skirmidh  up*  to  <he  very  beards  of  the  Swit- 
%en.  The  Eaii  sbowed  hknself  much  saii^ted  with  the 
active  and  intelligent  loanner  in  which  these  ii>eB  per- 
formed tbeir  duty,  and  drove  before  them  and  dispersed 
scfnie  parties  of  Ferratid's  cavaky.  At  the  entrance  of 
a  little  tisceiidtug  vaUey,  Campo-basso  comavunioeted  to 
the  EkigKsb  noUemen,  that  if  they  eduld  advance  to  the 
fiirtber  extrenittiy>  they  would  have  a  fall  view  of  ibe 
enemy's  position.  Two  or  three  $tradiots  then  spumed 
on  to  examine  this  de61ey  and,  returning  back,  commuoi* 
caied  wiih  liieir  leader  in  tbj^ir  own  language,  who>  pro- 
nouncing the  passage  safe,  invit^  the  EatI  of  Oxford  i^ 
accompany  him.  They  proceeded  through  the  vattey 
vi^itbout  seeing  an  enemy>  but  On  issuing  upoi^  a  f^iki  ai 
the  point  intimated  by  Canitx)'basso,  Arthur,  ^hp  wiis  i0 
the  Vad  of  th($  Stiactiota,  and  ^epai^ted  fitna  his  &tber^ 
did  iiidiedd  see  the  can^p  of  Duke  Feri^iMi  witlAii,  half  a 
mile's  distance ;  but  a  body  of  caya,lry  had  that  ^tant 
issueid  frofi]  it,  and  were  riding  hazily  towards^  th^  gorge 
of  the  valley,  from  which  he  had  just  emerged.  Be  was 
hbout  to  wh&el  his  horse,  and  ride  off^  biit,  conscious  of 
tbe  great  speed  of  the  anfmal,  he  thought  be  might  ven- 
ture to  stay  for  a  moment's*  more  accurate  suj-vey  of  ib^ 
ckmp.  The  SttttdioCs  who  attended  him  did  not  w«^i/t  his 
ordetis  lo  iseUre,  bn^  went  off,  as  was  ipdeed  their  duty^ 
wl^en  -attacked  by  a  superior  force. 

Meantime,  Arthur  <j»ervedthat  the  Knjght,  wl^o^seeai- 
ed  leadier  of  the  advancing  squadron,  mounted  on,  a  p#w- 
erfol  bonse  that  shook  the  earth  beneath  him,  bore  on  hid 
shield  the  Bear  of  Bei>ne,  and  had  otherwise  the  ap^^^aa^^ 
afbde  of  the  massive  fi^aane  of  Rudolph  Doni?er^4^K 
He  wal  satisfied  of  this  when  be  beheld  the  cavalier  bak 
bis  party  and  advance,  towards  him  alone^  puttisog  b^ 
lance  in  rest,  and  moving  ^o^ly,  as  if  to  ^^ve  hiivi  tiq^f 
for  prepamtion.  To  accept  such  a.  dialfenge,  in  sueh  a 
mbment,  was  daj^geroiis,  but  to  refuse  it  w^  tlisMc^fuH 
aiid  whits  Artbar's  l^eipd  boiled  9$,  tbe  idea  of  ^astisii^ 
•A  mfi0lmt  wA  be  w^  «pt  a  litde  irtfwedi  «t  4)^f^rt^dMif> 
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l4»eir  ineediig  on  horsebcok  gave  hioft  ad  ^dirautf^  over 
Urn  Swi$s,  througfa  his  perfect  aoquaintaoce  with  the  piuc- 
uce  of  the  touraay»  in  wbioh  Rudolph  might  he  supposed 
u^e  ig^oismi* 

They  met,  as  was  the  phrase  of  the  ti^e,  "  i^anful 
wder  shield."  The  laace  of  the  Swi;5s  glanced  from  the 
halmet  of  the  EngUshioan,  against  which  it  was  address- 
ed, while  the  spear  of  Arthur,  direofed  riglu  against  tiie 
centre  of  his  aaversajcy's  hody,  was  so  JMsdy  aiioed,  and 
so  truly  secoodted  by  the  &1II  fuiy  of  the  career,  as  to 
pierce,  not  only  the  shield  which  hung  round  t^e  ill-faited 
.warriot's  neck,  but  a  breast-pl(Eiie,  ahd  a  ^hirt  of  maij 
wbich,  be  wore  l^sneath.  it.  Passing  oleaj?  ifa^ougb  the 
hody,  the  steel  point  of  the  wea|)ao  was  ooily  stoj^ited  by 
Ihe  bw;4(-:pi$pe  of  the  unfortunaite  c^vaiiec,  who  fi^U  head*- 
long  from  his  horse,  as  if  struck  by  lightning,  rolled  twice 
or  thrive  over  on  the  groundi,  tope  tha  eanh  with  bis 
hands^  and  then  lay  prostrate  a  dead  corpse.. 

There  was  a  cry  of  rage  and  grief  among  those  naeq- 
at-arms  whose  ranks  Rudolph  had  that  instant  left,  afid 
mmay  couched  their  iances  to  avenge  him ;  but  Ferrand 
of  Lonraiae,  who  was  present  in  person^  ordered  them  le 
make  prisoner,  but  not  to  harm  the  suocessfiil  ohamipiDQi. 
.This  was  accomplished,  for  Arthur  had  not  time  to  ^uv 
his  bridle  for  flighty  and  resistance  would  have  been 
madness. 

When  brought  before  Feirand^  he  raised  his  visor,  and 
aaid,  "  Is  it  well,  my  lord,  to  make  captive  ao  adven- 
turous Knight,  for  doing  his  devoir  against  a  pctraooa) 
challenger  ?" 

<'  Do  not  complain.  Sir  Arthur  of  Oj&ibrd,"  said  Fer*- 
rand,  '<  before  you  experience  injury'— You  are  fr^ei  Su 
Knight.  Your  father  and  you  were  feithful  to  my  f^yal 
aunt  Margaret,  and  although  she  wa3  my  enenay,  I  do 
justice  to  your  fidelity  in  her  behalf;  and  Ibom  fespeel 
to  her  memory,  disinherited  as  she  was  like,  myself,  ^attd 
to  pleasie  my  ^ndfather,  who  1  t-hink  bad  some  regain  - 
for  you,  I  ^v^  you  your  freedoixv  But  I  «m^  also  <aii 
22    VOL.  II. 
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fi>r  your  safety  doriag  your  retom  to  tbe  camp  of  Bar* 
gundy.  On  this  side  of  the  hiU  we  are  loyal  and  true- 
hearted  men,  on  tbe  other  they  are  traitors  and  murder- 
ers.— ^You,  Sir  Count,  will,  I  think,  gladly  see  our  cap- 
tive [daced  in  safety." 

The  Knight  to  whom  Ferrand  addressed  himself,  a  tall 
stately  man,  put  himself  in  motion  to  attend  on  Arthur; 
while  the  former  was  expressing  to  the  young  Duke  of 
Lorraine  the  sense  he  entertained  of  his  chivalrous  con- 
duct. "  Farewell,  Sir  Arthur  de  Vere,"  said  Ferrand. 
"  You  have  slain  a  noble  champion,  and  to  me  a  most 
useful  and  faithful  friend.  But  it  was  done  noUy  and 
openly,  with  equal  arms,  and  in  the  front  of  the  line ;  and 
evil  befall  him  who  entertains  feud  first !"  Arthur  bowed 
to  his  saddle-bow.  Ferrand  returned  the  salutation^  and 
they  parted. 

Arthur  and  his  new  companion  had  ridden  but  a  little 
way  up  the  ascent,  when  the  stranger  spoke  thus : — 

"  We  have  been  fellow-travellers  before,  young  man, 
yet  you  remember  me  not." 

Arthur  turned  his  eyes  on  the  cavalier,  and  observing  that 
the  crest  which  adorned  his  helmet  was  feshioned  like  a 
vulture,  strange  suspick>ns  began  to  cross  his  mind,  which 
were  confirmed,  when  the  Knight,  opening  his  helmet, 
showed  him  the  dark  and  severe  features  of  the  Priest 
of  Saint  Paul's. 

"  Count  Albert  of  Creierstein  !**  said  Arthur. 

"  The  same,"  replied  the  Count,  "  though  thou  hast 
seen  him  in  other  garb  and  headgear.  But  tyranny  drives 
all  men  to  arms,  and  I  have  resumed,  by  the  license  and 
command  of  my  superiors,  those  which  I  had  laid  aside. 
A  war  against  cruelty  and  oppression  is  holy  as  that  waged 
in  Palestine,  in  which  priests  bear  armour." 

«  My  IxMrd  Count,"  said  Arthur,  eagerly,  « I  cannot 
too  soon  entreat  you  to  withdraw  to  Sir  Ferrand  of  Lor- 
raine's squadron.  Here  you  are  in  peril,  where  no 
strength  or  courage  can  avail  you.  The  Duke  has 
filaeed  a  price  on  your  head;  and  the  country  betwix 
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this  and  Nancj  swarms  whb  Stradiots  and  Italian  Gght 
horsemen.'* 

"  1  laugh  at  them,"  answered  the  Count.  "  I  have 
not  lived  so  long  in  a  stormy  world,  amid  intrigues  of  war 
and  policy,  to  fall  by  the  mean  hand  of  such  as  they — 
besides,  thou  art  with  me,  and  I  have  seen  but  now  that 
thoii  canst  bear  thee  nobly." 

"  In  your  defence,  my  lord,"  said  Arthur,  who  thought 
of  his  companion  as  the  father  of  Anne  of  Geierstein, 
"  1  should  try  to  do  my  best." 

•*  What,  youth  !"  replied  Count  Albert  with  a  stern 
sneer,  that  was  peculiar  to  his  countenance  ;  ^<  wouldst 
thou  aid  the  enemy  of  the  lord  under  whose  banner  thou 
servest,  against  his  waged  soldiers  ?" 

Arthur  was  somewhat  abashed  at  the  turn  given  to  his 
ready  offer  of  assistance,  for  which  he  had  expected  at 
least  thanks  ;  but  he  instantly  collected  himself,  and  re- 
plied, "  My  Liord  Count  Albert,  you  have  been  pleased 
to  put  yourself  in  peril  to  protect  me  from  partisans  of 
your  party — ^I  am  equally  bound  to  defend  you  from  those 
of  our  side." 

"  It  is  happily  answered,"  said  the  Count ; — "  yet  I 
think  there  is  a  little  blind  partisan,  of  whom  troubadours 
and  minstrels  talk,  to  whose  instigation  I  might,  in  case 
of  need,  owe  the  great  zeal  of  my  protector." 

He  did  not  allow  Arthur,  who  was  a  good  deal  embar- 
rassed, time  to  reply,  but  proceeded  :  "  Hear  me,  young 
man— Thy  lance  has  this  day  done  an  evil  deed  to  S^t- 
zeriand,  to  Berne,  and  Duke  Ferrand,  in  slaying  their 
bravest  champion.  But  to  me,  the  death  of  Rudolph 
Donnerhugel  is  a  welcome  event.  Know  that  he  was, 
as  hb  services  grew  more  indispensable,  become  importu- 
nate in  requiring  Duke  Ferrand's  interest  with  me  for  my 
daughter's  hand.  And  the  Duke  himself,  the  son  of  a 
princess,  blushed  not  to  ask  me  to  bestow  the  last  of  my 
house — ^for  my  brother's  family  are  degenerate  mongrels 
—upon  a  presumptuous  young  man,  whose  uncle  was  a 
domestic  in  the  house  of  my  wife's  father,  though  the? 
boasted  some  relationship,  I  believe,  through  an  iUegiti 
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male  cbaDnei*  wMicix,  yoader  Hudolpjii  was  ^ont  i^q  radm 
the  most  or,  as  it  favoured  his  suit. 

"  Sijirely/'  said  Arlbur^  *<  a  maleh  with  one  so  ipne^ai 
in  birth^  aod  far  more  in  every  other  resjpect,  was  too 
monstrous  to  be  mentioned  ?'^ 

<•  While  I  lived,'^  replied  Count  Albert, "  never  should 
such  union  have  been  formed,  if  the  death  both  of  bride 
^nd  bjriidegroom  by  my  d^er  could  have  saved  the 
honour  of  my  houee  from  violation.  But  when  I--^I 
whose  days,  whose  very  liours  are  niimbered**shall  be 
po  more,  what  could  prevent  an  undaunted  suitor,  forti- 
fied by  Duke.  Fernvnd's  favour,  by  the  general  applause 
pf  Jiis  country^  and  perhs^ps  by  thi3  unfortunate  prepos- 
session of  ray  brother  Arnold,  from  carrying  his  point 
^inst  the  resistance  and  scruples  of  a  solitary  maides  7" 

**  Rudolpli  is  dead,"  replied  Arthur, "  and  may  Heaven 
assoikle  htm  from  guilt !  But  were  be  alive,  and  urging 
bis  suit  on  Anne  of  Geierstein,  he  would  find  there  was 
a  combat  to  be  fought" 

"  Which  has  been  already  decided,"  answered  Count 
Albert.  "  Now,  mark  me,  Arthur  de  Vere  !  My  daugh- 
^r  ha^  told,  me  of  the  passages  betwixt  you  and  her. 
Xom  septijjaents  ^nd  conduct  are  worthy  of  the  noble 
bou;5e  yon  descend  from,  which.  I  well  J^npw  ranks  with 
the  most  i]iu3t,i|ious  in  Europe.  You  are  indeed,  disitt- 
h.eri^ed^  but  ao.  is  Anne  of  Gei^rsteii^,  say^  such  pittance 
a3  her  uncle  may  impart,  to  her,  of  her  paternal  inherit- 
apce>  If  you  shjare  it  togethier  tjJJ  better  days,  {always 
^Mpppsioig  your  noble  father  gives  his  consent^  for  my  child 
sliajD  eiHet^  no,  bpuse  against  the  will  of  its  head^)  my 
daughter  knpws  thai  she  ha^  niy  willing  cpnpent  and  my 
blessing.  My  brother  shall  €>l9o  know  my  pleasure.  He 
will  approve  my  purppse-;  for  tJ)ough  dead  tp  though t3 
of  honpur  and  chivalry,  be  ie  alive  to  social  feelings,  lovep 
bi3  niece,,  and  has  friendship  for  thee  and.  for  thy  father. 
What  s^y*st  thou,  ypung  majj,  to  taking  a  beggarly  County 
^ss,  to  aid  thee  in  thp  journey  of  life  ?  I  believe — nay^ 
t  pppphe^y,  (for  I  stand  so  much  pn  the  ed:ge  of  th« 
gf^ye^.thftt  «fl/5tbjftksj,  eiopinpand:  a  view  hpyood  iU  tba.tr 
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a  lustre  will  one  day,  Mter  I  have  long  ended  my  doubt- 
ful and  stormy  life,  l^eam  on  the  coronets  of  De  Vere  and 
Geierstein." 

De  Vere  threw  himself  from  his  horse,  clasped  the 
hand  of  Count  Albert,  and  was  about  to  exhaust  him- 
self in  thanks  ;  but  the  Count  insisted  on  his  silence. 

"  We  are  about  to  part,"  he  said.  "  The  time  is  sliort 
— tlie  place  is  dangerous.  You  are  to  me,  personally 
speaking,  less  than  nothing.  Had  any  one  of  the  many 
spheaies  of  ambitipn  which  I  have  pursued  led  me  to 
success,  tlie  son  of  a  banished  Earl  had  not  been  the  sod«- 
in-law  1  had  chosen.  Rise  and  remount  your  horse-^ 
thanks  are  unpleasing  when  they  are  sot  merited." 

Arthur  arose,  and,  mounting  his  horse,  threw  his  rap* 
tures  into  a  more  acceptable  form,  endeavouring  to  de- 
scribe how  his  love  for  Anne,  and  elScnts  for  her  happi- 
ness, should  express  bis  gratitude  to  her  father ;  and,  ob- 
serving that  the  Count  listened  with  some  pleasure  to 
the  picture  he  drew  of  their  future  life,  he  could  not  help 
exclaiming, — *'  And  you,  my  lord — ^you  who  have  been 
the  author  of  all  this  happiness,  will  you  not  be  the  wit- 
ness and  partaker  of  it  ?  Believe  me,  we  will  strive  to 
soften  the  effect  of  the  hard  blows  which  fortune  has 
dealt  to  you,  and  should  a  ray  of  better  luck  shine  upon 
us,  it  will  be  the  more  welcome  that  you  can  share  it." 

"  Forbear  such  folly,"  said  the  Count  Albert  of  Geierr 
isit^in*  "I  know  my  last  scene  is  approaching. — Hear 
and  tremble.  The  Duke  of  Burgundy  is  sentenced  tQ 
die,  and  the  Secret  and  Invisible  Judges,  who  doom  in 
secret,  and  avenge  in  secret,  like  the  Deity,  have  given 
the  cord  and  the  dagger  to  my  hand." 

"  Oh,  cast  from  you  these  vile  symbols  !"  exclaimed 
Arthur,  with  enthusiasm  ;  let  them  find  butchers  and 
common  stabbers  to  do  such  an  office,  and  not  dishonour 
the  noble  lord  of  Geierstein  !" 

"  Peace,  foolish  boy,"  answered  the.  Count.  "  The 
oath  by  which  I  am  sworn  is  higher  than  that  clouded 
sky,  more  deeply  fixed  than  those  distant  mountains.  No 
22*     VOL.  II. 
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think  my  act  is  that  of  an  assassin,  though  for  such  I 
might  plead  the  Duke's  own  example.  I  send  not  hire- 
lings, hke  these  base  Stradiots,  to  hunt  his  life,  without 
impeiiHing  mine  own.  1  give  not  his  daughter — ^innocent 
of  his  offences — the  choice  betwixt  a  disgraceful  marriage 
and  a  discreditable  retreat  from  the  world.  No,  Arthur 
de  Vere,  1  seek  Charles  with  the  resolved  mind  of  one, 
who,  to  take  the  life  of  an  adversary,  exposes  himself  to 
certain  death." 

"  I  pray  you  speak  no  fitrther  of  it,"  said  Arthur, 
very  anxiously.  "  Consider  1  serve  for  the  present  the 
Prince  whom  you  threaten^* 

"  And  art  bound,'*  interrupted  the  Count,  "  to  unfold 
to  him  what  1  tell  you.  I  desire  you  should  do  so  ;  and 
though  he  hath  already  neglected  a  summons  of  the 
Tribunal,  1  am  glad  to  have  this  opportunity  of  sending 
him  personal  defiance.  Say  to  Charles  of  Burgundy, 
that  he  has  wronged  Albert  of  Geierstein.  He  who  is 
injured  in  his  honour  loses  all  value  for  his  life,  and  who- 
ever does  so  has  full  command  over  that  of  another  man. 
Bid  him  keep  himself  well  from  me,  since  if  he  see  a 
second  sun  of  the  approaching  year  rise  over  the  distant 
Alps,  Albert  of  Geierstein  is  forsworn. — And  now  begone, 
for  I  see  a  party  approach  under  a  Burgundian  banner. 
They  will  ensure  your  safety,  but,  should  1  remain  longer, 
would  endanger  mine." 

So  sayings  the  Count  of  Geierstein  turned  his  ncwse 
and  rode  off. 
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CHAPTER  XVIII. 

Fftint  the  did  of  battle  bra/d 

Distant  down  tbo  heavy  wind ; 
War  and  terror  fled  before. 

Wounds  aJH  death  were  leA  behind. 

MiCKLB. 

Arthur,  left  alone,  and  desirous  perhaps  to  cover  the 
retreat  of  Count  Albert,  rode  towards  the  approaching 
body  of  Burgundian  cavalry,  who  were  arrayed  under 
the  Lord  Contay's  banner. 

"  Welcome,  welcome,"  said  that  nobleman,  advancing 
hastily  to  the  young  knight.  "  The  Duke  of  Burgundy 
is  a  mile  hence,  with  a  body  of  horse  to  support  the  re- 
connoitring parly.  It  is  not  half  an  hour  since  your 
father  galloped  up,  and  stated  that  you  had  been  led  into 
an  ambuscade  by  the  treachery  of  the  Stradiots,  and 
made  prisoner.  He  has  impeached  Campo-basso  of 
treason,  and  challenged  him  to  the  combat.  They  have 
both  been  sent  to  the  camp,  under  charge  of  the  Grand 
Marshal,  to  prevent  their  fighting  on  the  spot,  though  1 
think  our  Italian  showed  little  desire  to  come  to  blows. 
The  Duke  holds  their  gages,  and  they  are  to  fight  upon 
Twelfth'Day." 

"  I  doubt  tharday  will  never  dawn  for  some  who  look 
for  it,"  said  Arthiir ;  "  but  if  it  do,  I  will  myself  claim 
the  combat,  by  my  father's  permission." 

He  then  turned  with  Contay,  and  met  a  still  larger 
body  of  cavalry  under  the  Duke's  broad  banner.  He 
was  instantly  brought  before  Charles.  The  Duke  heard, 
with  some  apparent  anxiety,  Arthur's  support  of  his  fath- 
er's accusations  against  the  Italian,  in  whose  favour  he 
was  so  deeply  prejudiced.  When  assured  that  the  Stra- 
diots had  been  across  the  hill,  and  communicated  with 
vheir  leader  just  before  he  encouraged  Arthur  to  advance, 
«s  it  proved,  into  the  midst  of  an  ambush,  the  Duke  shook 
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his  head,  lowered  his  shaggy  brows,  and  muttered  to  hiOH 
self, — ^*  HI  will  to  Oxford,  perhaps — ^these  Italians  are 
vindictive." — Then  raising  his  head,  he  comman4.ed  Ar« 
thur  to  proceed. 

He  heard  with  a  species  oT  ecstasy  the  death  of  Ru- 
dolph Donnerhugel,  and,  taking  a  poodei^fus  gold  chain 
from  his  own  neck,  flA)g  it  over  Arthur's* 

'*  Why,  thou  hast  forestalled  aH  o«r  honours,  young 
Arthur — this  was  the  biggest  bear  of  them  all — the  rest 
are  but  suckling  whelps  to  him  !  I  think  i  have  found  a 
youtfiful  David  to  match  their  huge  thick-^h^aded  Goli- 
ath. But  the  idiot,  to  think  his  peasant  hand  could 
manage  a  lance  !  WeU,  ray  brave  boy — what  rooie  ? 
How  earnest  thou  off?  By  some  wily  device  or  agile 
stratagem,  1  warrant." 

**  Pardon  me,  my  Iwd,"  answered  Arthur.  "  I  was 
protected  by  their  chief,  Ferrand,  who  considered  my  en- 
counter with  Rudolph  Donnerhugel  as  a  personal  duel ; 
and  desirous  to  use  fair  war,  as  he  said,  dismissed  me 
honourably,  with  ray  horse  and  arms.'* 

"  Uuipli !"  said  Charles,  his  bad  humour  returning  ; 
"  your  Prince  Adventurer  must  play  the  generous — ^Umph 
— well,  it  belongs  to  his  part,  but  shall  not  be  a  line  for 
me  to  square  my  conduct  by.  Proceed  with  your  story, 
Sir  Arlliur  de  Vere." 

As  ^rilnir  proceeded  to  tell  how  and  under  what  cir- 
cumstances Count  Albert  of  Geierstein  named  himself  ta 
him,  the  Duke  fixed  on  h\\xi  an  enger  look,  and  trembled 
with  intpatience  as  he  fiercely  interrupted  hiro  with  the 
question — '*  And  you — you  struck  hi»i  vvith  your  poniard 
under  the  fiftli  rib,  ()id  you  not  J*^ 

*'  t  did  not,  my  Lore]  Duke — we  wer^  pledged  \ja  mu- 
tual assurance  to  each  other,*' 

"  Yet  you  knew  him  to  be  my  mortal  enemy  ?'*  said 
the  Duke*  "  Go,  youoig  man,  thy  lukewarm  indifference 
has  cancelled  thy  merit.  The  escape  of  Albert  of  Geier- 
nein  hath  counterbalanced  the  death  pf  Rudolph  Don- 
nerhugel.** 

"  "Re  it  SG^  my  Ipr^,^  said  Arthur,  bpld^jr^    ^*  1  neittier 
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to  move  iiie  in  either  case  motives  personal  to  myself — 
LNnmevfottgel  wa9  mj  enemy,  and  to  Count  Albeft  I  owe 
some  kinchsess." 

The  ^rguodian  nobles  who  stood  arotind,  were  terri- 
fied for  the  eftct  of  this  hold  speech.  But  it  was  never 
possible  to  giiess  with  accuracy  how  such  things  would 
a#ect  Charles.  He  looked  around  him  with  a  laugh-*> 
*^  Heap  j<M  thisr  English  cockerel,  my  lords — what  a  note 
witi  he  one  day  sound,  that  afa<eady  crows  so  bravely  ib 
a  princess  presence  ?" 

A  few  Itorsemeii  now  came  in  from  different  quarters, 
recounting  tfial  liie  Duke  Ferrand  and  his  company  had 
retired  into  their  encampment,  and  the  country  was  clear 
of  tlie  enemy.  *• 

*^  Let  us  then  draw  back  also,''  said  Charles,  "  since 
there  is  no  chance  of  breaking  spears^ to-day.  Ai^  thou, 
Arthur  de  Vcre,  attend  me  closely.*' 

Arrived  in  the  Duke^s  pavilion,  Arthur  underwetit  an 
examination,  in  which  he  said  nothing  of  Anne  of  Geier- 
stein,  or  her  fether's  designs  concerning  him,  with  which 
he  considered  Charles  as  having  nothing  to  do  ;  but  be 
frankly  conveyed  to  him  the  personal  threats  which  the 
Count  had  openty  used.  Tiie  E)uke  listened  with  more 
temper,  and  when  he  heard  the  expression,  ^*  That  a  man 
who  is  desperate  of  hiis  own*  life  might  conmmnd  that  6f 
amy  other  person,"  he  said,  <'  But  ihere  is  a  Hfe  beyond 
this,  in  whkjh  he  who  is  treacherously  murdered,  and  his 
base  and  desperate  assassin,  shall  each  meet  their  deserts." 
He  tlien  took  firom  his  bosom  a  gold  cross,  and  kissed  it, 
with  much  appi  tince  of  devotion.  "  \n  this,"  said  he, 
"  I  will  place  m  trust.  If  I  fail  in  this  \vor\6,  may  I 
find  grace  in  the  .  ext. — Ho,  Sir  Marshal  V*  he  exclaim 
ed — "  Let  your  prisoners  attend  us." 

The  Marshal  of  Burgundy  entered  with  the  Earl  of 
Oxford,  and  stated  that  his  other  prisoner,  Campo-basso, 
tiad  desired  so  earnestly  that  he  might  be  su^red  to  go 
tnd  post  his  sentinels  on  that  part  of  the  camp  entrusted 
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10  the  prQtectkm  of  his  tioops,  that  be,  the  llmbal,  haa 
tbougbl  fit  to  ccNnply  with  his  cequest. 

'Mt  is  well,"  said  Buigundyf -without  further  remark — 
**  Then  to  you,  my  Lonl  Oxford,  1  would  present  your 
son,  had  you  not  already  locked  him  in  your  arms.  He 
has  won  great  los  and  honour,  and  done  me  brave  ser- 
vice. This  is  a  period  of  the  year  when  good  m^i  for- 
give their  enemies ; — ^I  know  not  why, — my  mind  was 
Uttle  apt  to  be  charged  with  such  matters, — but  I  feel  an 
unconquerable  desire  to  slop  the  a|^proaching  combat  be- 
twixt you  and  Cainpo-basso.  For  my  sake,  consent  to 
be  friends,  and  to  receive  back  your  gage  of  battle,  and 
let  me  conclude  this  year — perhaps  the  last  i  may  see — 
with  a  deed  of  peace." 

*'  My4ord,"  said  Oxford,  '<  it  is  a  small  thing  you  ask 
of  me,  since  your  request  only  enforces  a  Christian  duty. 
1  was  enraged  at  the  loss  of  my  son.  I  am  grateful  to 
Heaven  and  your  Grace  for  restoring  him.  To  be  friends 
with  Campo-basso  is  to  me  impossible.  Faith  and  trea<* 
son,  truth  and  falsehood,  might  as  soon  shake  hands  and 
embrace.  But  the  Italian  shall  be  to  me  no  more  than 
he  has  been  before  this  rupture ;  and  that  is  literally 
nothing.  I  put  my  honour  in  your  Grace's  hands  ; — if 
he  receives  back  his  gage,  I  am  willing  to  receive  mine. 
John  de  Vere  needs  not  be  apprehensive  that  the  world 
will  suppose  that  he  fears  Campo-basso." 

The  Duke  returned  sincere  thanks,  and  detained  the 
officers  to  spend  the  evening  in  his  tent.  His  manners 
seemed  to  Arthur  to  be  more  placid  than  he  had  ever 
seen  them  before,  while  to  the  Eari  of  Oxford  they  re« 
called  the  earlier  days  in  whk^h  their  intimacy  commenced, 
ere  absolute  power  and  unbounded  success  had  spoiled 
Charles's  rough,  but  not  ungenerous  disposition.  The 
Duke  ordered  a  distribution  of  provisions  and  wine  to  the 
soldiers,  and  expressed  an  anxiety  about  their  lodgings, 
the  Qure  of  the  wounded,  and  the  health  of  the  army,  to 
which  he  received  only  unpleasing  answers.  To  some 
of  his  counsellors,  apart,  he  said,  '<  Were  it  not  for  our 
vow,  we  would  relinqubh  this  purpose  till  spring,  when 
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iHir  poor  soldiers  might  take  the  field  with  less  of  suC' 
fering."  ^^ 

Nothing  else  remarkalw  appeared  in  the  Duke's  man- 
ner, save  that  he  enquired  repeatedly  after  Campo-basso, 
and  at  length  received  accounts  that  he  was  indisposed, 
and  that  his  physician  had  recommended  rest  ;  he  had 
therefore  retired  to  repose  himself,  in  order  that  he  might 
be  stirring  on  his  duty  at  peep  of  day,  the  safety  of  the 
camp  depending  much  on  his  vigilance. 

The  Duke  made  no  observation  on  the  apology,  which 
he  considered  as  indicating  some  lurking  disinclination, 
on  the  Italian's  part,  to  meet  Oxford.  The  guests  at  the 
ducal  pavilion  wi^re  dismissed  an  hour  before  midnight. 

When  Oxford  and  his  son  were  in  their  own  tent,  tl>e 
Earl  fell  into  a  deep  reverie,  which  lasted  nearly  ten 
minutes.  At  length,  starting  suddenly  up,  he  said,  <<  My 
son,  give  orders  to  Thiebault  and  thy  yeomen  to  have  our 
horses  before  the  tent  by  break  of  day,  or  rather  before 
it ;  and  it  would  not  be  amiss  if  you  ask  our  neighbour 
Colvin  to  ride  along  with  us.  1  will  visit  the  outposts  by 
daybreak." 

'^  It  is  a  sudden  resolution,  my  lord,"  said  Arthur. 

"  And  yet  it  may  be  taken  too  late,"  said  his  father. 
<^  Had*it  been  moonlight,  I  would  have  made  the  rounds 
to-night." 

"  It  is  dark  as  a  wolfs  throat,"  said  Arthur.  "  But 
wherefore,  my  lord,  can  this  night  in  particulsu:  excite 
your  apprehensions  ?"  ^ 

"  Son  Arthur,  perhaps  you  will  hold  your  father  cred- 
ulous. But  my  nurse,  Martha  Nixon,  was  a  northern 
woman,  and  full  of  superstitions.  In  particular,  she  was 
wont  to  say,  that  any  sudden  and  causeless  change  of  a 
man's  nature,  as  from  license  to  sobriety,  from  temperance 
to  indulgence,  from  avarice  to  extravagance,  from  prodi- 
gality to  love  of  money,  or  the  like,  indicates  an  imme- 
diate change  of  his  fortunes— that  some  great  alteration 
of  circumstances,  either  for  good  or  evil,  (and  for  evil 
most  likely,  since  we  live  in  an  evil  word,)  is  hnpending 
ovei  him  whose  disposition  is  so  much  tltensd.    This  old 
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I  •  ftnef  kat  itttHfe^  to  strtMUglj  to  aj  mM,  tfwc. 
I  am  determined  to  see  with  opie  own  eyes,  ere  to-mor- 
lov's  dmrfkj  that  all  our  guam  and  patttA  around  the 
eattip  ara  on  the  alert/' 

Ajtbur  made  the  necesaaiy  eommnnleations  to  Colvin 
and  to  Thiefoault,  and  then  retired  to  rest. 

It  was  ere  daybreak  of  the  first  of  January,  1477,  a 
period  long  meanorable  fer  the  events  which  marked  ft, 
that  the  ^rl  of  Oafevd,  Colvin,  and  the  young  English- 
man, folhwted  only  by  Tbiebatiit  and  two  other  servants, 
CBMnaanced  tiieir  founds  of  the  Duke  of  Burgundy's  en- 
eampment.  For  the  greater  part  of  their  progress,  they 
found  sevcinels  and  guardrail  on  the  alert  and  at  their 
posts*  It  was  a  bitter  meming.  The  ground  was  partly 
eovered  with  snow, — ^that  snow  had  been  partly  melted 
by  a  thaw,  which  had  prevafled  for  two  days,  and  partly 
eongealed  into  ice  by  a  bitter  frost,  which  liad  commenced 
the  preceding  evening,  and  still  continued.  A  more 
dreary  scene  could  scarcely  be  witnessed. 

But  what  wye  the  surprise  and  alarm  of  the  Earl  of 
Oxford  and  his  companions,  when  they  came  to  that  part 
of  the  camp  whbh  had  been  occufned  the  day  before  by 
CMUpo-basso  and  his  Italians,  who,  reckoning  men-at- 
arms  and  Stradiots  amounted  to  nigh  two  thousand  men 
— not  a  challenge  was  given — ^not  a  horse  neighed — no 
steeds  were  seen  at  picquet — ^no  guard  on  the  camp. 
They  examined  sevend  of  the  tents  and  huts — they 
were  en\pty. 

«<  Let  us  back  to  alarm  the  camp,''  said  the  Earl  of 
Oxford ;  <<  here  is  treachery." 

«  Nay,  my  lord,  said  Colvin,  **let  us  not  carry  Imck 
inperfeot  tkiin^.  I  have  a  battery  an  hundred  yards  in 
advanee,  covering  the  access  to  this  hollow  way ;  let  us 
see  if  my  German  cannoneers  are  at  their  post,  and  I 
tbiok  I  ean  swear  that  we  shall  find  them  so.  The  bat- 
tery commands  a  narrow  pass,  by  which  alone  the  cam| 
can  be  approached,  and  if  my  men  are  at  their  duty,  I 
tfiU'  pawn  my  Kfe  that  we  make  the  pass  good  till  you 
bfeing^  vqpi  sucteufS  kom-ihe  main  bbdy,'' 
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<(  Forwaxdy  then,  in  God's  name  !"  said  the  flarl  of 
Oxford. 

They  galloped,  at  evmy  risk>  over  broken  ground, 
slippery  with  ice  in  some  places,  encumbered  with  snow 
in  others.  They  came  to  the  cannon,  judiciously  placed 
to  sweep  the  pass,  which  rose  towards  the  artillery  on  the 
outward  side,  and  then  descended  gently  from  the  battery 
into  the  lower  ground.  The  waning  winter  moon,  ming- 
ling with  the  dawning  light,  showed  them  that  the  guns 
were  in  their  places,  but  no  sentinel  was  visible. 

<'  The  villains  cannot  have  deserted  !"  said  the  aston* 
ished  Colvin — ^'  But  see,  there  is  light  in  their  canton* 
noent. — Oh,  that  unhallowed  distribution  of  wine  !  Their 
jsual  sin  of  drunkenness  has  beset  them.  I  will  soon 
drive  them  from  their  revelry." 

He  sprung  from  his  horse,  and  rushed  into  the  tent 
from  whence  the  light  issued.  The  cannoneers,  or  most 
of  them,  were  still  there,  Dut  sireiched  u:i  che  ground, 
their  cups  and  flagons  scattered  around  them ;  and  so 
drenched  were  they  in  wassail,  that  Colvin  could  only,  by 
commands  and  threats,  awaken  two  or  t^ree,  who,  stag* 
gering,  and  obeying  him  rather  from  instinct  than  sense, 
reeled  forward  to  man  the  battery.  A  heavy  rushing 
sound,  like  that  of  men  marching  fast,  was  now  heard 
coming  up  the  pass. 

"  It  is  the  roar  of  a  distant  avalanche,"  said  Arthur. 

'<  It  is  an  avalanche  of  Switzers,  not  of  snow,"  said 
Colvin. — ^*  Oh,  these  drunken  slaves ! — The  cannon  are 
deeply  loaded  and  well  pointed — this  volley  must  check 
them  if  they  were  fiends,  and  the  report  will  alarm  the 
camp  sooner  than  we  can  do. — But,  oh,  these  drunken 
villains !" 

'<  Care  not  for  their  aid,"  ssdd  the  Eal ;  ^'  my  son  and 
I  will  each  take  a  linstock,  and  be  gunners  for  once." 

They  dismounted,  and  bade  Thiebault  and  the  grooms 
look  to  the  horses,  while  the  Earl  of  Oxford  and  bis  son 
look  each  a  linstock  from  one  of  the  helpless  gunners, 
23.   VOL.  II. 
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thl«l9  o^  #honk  wferejtist  sober  etioagk  to  siaiid  by  tbeif 
guns. 

**  Bt«vt>  \^  cried  the  bold  Mftster  of  Ordmance, «'  nevei 
WM  a  battery  so  noUis.  Now,  tny^  fnat^e9r*-your  paiddD, 
mj  kmls,  for  there  is  no  time  for  eeremony, — and  you, 
ye  druhken  knaves,  take  beed  not  to  fire  tiH  I  give  the 
word,  and,  were  the  fibs  of  these  tramplers  as  flinty  as 
their  Alps,  they  shall  know  how  cAA  Colvtn  loads  his 
guns." 

They  stood  breathless,  each  by  his  Isahnon.  The 
dreaded  sound  approached  nearer  and  more  near,  tiB  the 
imperfect  light  showed  a  dark  and  shadowy  but  dense 
column  of  men,  armed  with  long  spears,  pole-aices,  and 
other  weapons,  amidst  which  banners  dimly  floatedi 
Colvin  suffered  them  to  approach  to  the  distance  of 
about  forty  yards,  and  then  gave  the  word,  Fke  !  But 
his  ^wn  piece  alone  exploded ;  a  slight  flame  flashed 
from  the  touch-hole  of  the  others,  which  had  been  spiked 
by  tlie  Italian  deserters,  and  left  in  reality  dnabled, 
though  apparently  fit  for  service.  Had  they  been  all  in 
the  same  condition  with  that  fired  by  Colviii,  they  would 
probably  have  verified  his  prophecy ;  for  even  that  single 
(fischarge  produced  an  awful  efiect,  and  made  a  kmg  lane 
of  dead  and  wounded  through 'the  Swids  column,  in 
which  the  first  and  leading  banner  was  struck  down. 

"  Stand  to  it  yet,"  said  Colvin,  "  and  aid  me  if  possi- 
ble to  reload  thie  piece." 

For  this,  however,  no  time  u'as  allowed.  A  stately 
form,  conspicuous  in  the  front  of  the  staggered  cohimn, 
raised  up  the  fatten  banner,  and  a  voice  as  of  a  giant 
exclaimed,  "  What,  countrymen  !  have  ydu  seen  Murten 
and  Granson,  and  are  you  daunted  by  a  single  gun  ? — 
Beme^ — Uri — Schw?t« — banners  for#ard!  Unterwalden, 
here  is  your  standard  ! — Cty  jM^  i;i'ar-cries,  wind  your 
horns  ;  Unterwalden,  follow  your  Landamman  !" 

They  rushed  on  like  a  raging  ocean,  with  a  hiar  i^ 
deafening,  and  a  cdur^  as  impetuous.  Colvin,  stiN 
labouring  to  reload  his  gun,  was  struck  dowil  hi  th^  act. 
Oxford  and  his  son  were  overthrown  by  the  multitude* 
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tfae  closeness  of  wbieh  jprtrented  apy  Uows  being  Mmvi 
At  them.  Arthur  pardy  saved  biuiiself  by  |[^«uing  under 
the  gun  he  was  posted  at ;  his  father,  ietis  £)i'tunai!e,  was 
Riuch  trampled  upoq,  and  must  have  been  erusiied  to 
death  but  for  his  armour  of  propf.  The  huisan  inwida- 
tion,  coBsisttiig  of  at  least  four  thousand  uien,  msiied 
down  into  the  camp,  continuing  their  dreadful  siKkits, 
soon  mingled  with  shrill  shrieks,  groans,  and  cries  of 
alarm.  * 

A  broad  red  glare  rising  behhfid  the  assailants,  and  put- 
ting to  shame  the  pallid  lights  of  tlie  winter  morning, 
first  recalled  AKhur  to  a  sense  of  his  condition.  The 
oamp  was  on  fire  in  his  rear,  and  resounded  with  all  the 
various  shouts  of  conquest  and  terror  that  are  heard  in  a 
town  which  is  stormed.  Starting  to  his  feet,  he  looked 
around  him,  for  his  father.  He  lay  near  him  senseless, 
as  were  the  gunners,  wliose  condition  prevented  4kir 
attempting  an  escape.  Having  opened  his  father's  casque, 
be  was  rejoiced  to  see  him  give  symptoms  of  reanimatlon. 

<^  The  horses,  the  horses !"  said  Arthur.  <'  ThiebauU, 
where  art  thou  ?" 

**  At  hand,  my  lord,"  said  that  trusty  attendant,  who 
bad  saved  himself  and  bis  charge  by  a  prudent  retreat 
into  a  small  thicket,  which  the  assailants  had  avcnded  ttmt 
they  might  not  disorder  their  ranks. 

'« Where  is  the  gallant  Colvin  ?"  said  the  Earl ;  <<  get 
him  a  horse,  I  will  sot  leave  him  in  jeopardy." 
^     <<  His  wars  are  ended,  my  lord,"  said  Thiebaidt ;  ^'  be 
will  never  mount  steed  more." 

'A  look  and  a  sigh  as  he  saw  Colvin,  with  the  ranuro^ 
»i  his  hand,  before  the  muzisle  of  the  piece,  bis  head 
cleft  by  a  Swiss  battle-axe,  was  all  the  foomenC  per- 
mitted. 

<<  Whither  must  wf  take  our  course  ?"  said  Arthur  to 
to  his  father. 

<'  To  join  the  Duke,"  said  the  Eari  of  Oxford.  ^'  It 
is  not  on  a  day  like  this  that  I  will  leave  him." 

"  So  please  you,"  said  Thiebauh,  '^  I  saw  the  Duke, 
foUowed  by  some  half  seora  of  bis  guimds,  riding  at  full 
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•peed  across  this  hollow  water-course^  and  makins:  for 
ibe  open  country  to  the  northward.  I  think  I  can  guide 
jOQ  on  the  track." 

**  If  that  be  so/'  replied  Oxford,  '<  we  will  mount  and 
fellow  him.  The  camp  has  been  assailed  on  several 
places  at  once,  and  all  must  be  over  since  he  has  fled.'' 

With  difficulty  they  assisted  the  Earl  of  Oxford  to  his 
horse,  and  rode  as  fast  as  his  returning  strength  permit- 
ted, in  the  direction  which*  the  Provencal  pointed  out. 
Their  other  attendants  were  dispersed  or  slain. 

They  looked  back  more  than  once  on  the  camp,  now 
one  great  scene  of  conflagration,  by  whose  red  and  glar- 
ing light  they  could  discover  on  the  ground  the  traces  of 
Charles's  retreat.  About  three  miles  from  the  scene  of 
their  defeat,  the  sound  of  which  they  still  heard,  mingled 
with  the  bells  of  Nancy,  which  were  ringing  in  triumph, 
th^^reached  a  half-frozen  swamp,  round  which  lay  seve- 
ral dead  bodies.  The  most  conspicuous  was  that  of 
Charles  of  Burgundy,  once  the  possessor  of  such  unlitn* 
ited  power — such  unbounded  wealth.  He  was  partly 
stripped  and  plundered,  as  were  those  who  lay  round 
him.  His  body  was  pierced  with  several  wounds,  inflict- 
ed by  various  weapons.  His  sword  was  still  in  his  hand, 
and  the  singular  ferocity  which  was  wont  to  animate  his 
features  in  battle,  still  dwelt  on  his  stifened  countenance. 
Close  behind  him,  as  if  they  had  fallen  in  the  act  of 
mutual  fight,  lay  the  corpse  of  Count  Albert  of  Geier- 
stein  ;  and  that  of  Ital  Schreckenwald,  the  faithful  though  ^ 
unscrupulous  follower  of  the  latter,  lay  not  far  distant. 
Both  were  in  the  dress  of  the  men-at-arms  composing  the 
Duke's  guard,  a  disguise  probably  assumed  to  execute 
the  fatal  commission  of  the  Secret  Tribunal.  It  is  sup- 
posed tliat  a  party  of  the  traitor  Campo-basso's  men  had 
been  engaged  in  the  skirmish  in  whteh  the  Duke  fell,  fbi 
six  or  seven  of  them,  and  about  the  same  number  of  the 
Duke's  guards,  were  found  near  the  spot. 

The  Earl  of  Oxford  threw  himself  from  his  horse,  and 
examined  the  body  of  his  deceased  brother-in-anns,  with 
tU  the  sorrow  inspired  by  early  remembrance  of  bis  kind* 
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ness.  But  as  pe  giivQ  way  to  the  fi^elings  inspired  by  so 
melancholy  an  example  ot  the  fall  of  human  greatness, 
Thiebault,  w1m>  vyas  looking  out  on  the  path  they  had 
just  pursued,  exclaimed,  '<  To  horse,  my  lord  !  here  is  no 
time  to  mourn  the  dead,  and  little  to  save  the  living — 
the  Swiss  are  upon  us,^' 

^<  Fly  thyself,  good  fellow,*'  said  the  earl ;  ''  and  do 
thou,  Artlmr,  fly  also,  and  s^ve  thy  youth  for  happier 
days.  I  cannot  and  wiJ)  not  fly  farther*  1  will  render 
me  to  the  pursuers  ;  if  they  take  me  to  grace,  it  is  well ; 
if  not,  there  is  one  above  that  will  receive  roe  to  His." 

**  I  will  not  fly,"  said  Arthur,  "  and  leave  you  defence- 
less ;  I  will  stay  and  share  your  fate." 

^*  And  I  will  remain  alsQ,"  said  Thiebault ;  *'  the 
Switzers  make  fair  war  when  their  blood  has  not  been 
heated  by  much  opposition,  apd  they  have  had  little 
enough  to-day."  ^-^ 

The  party  of  Swiss  which  came  up  proved  to  be  Sigf 
ismund,  witti  hb  brother  Ernest,  and  some  of  the  youths 
of  Unten^alden.  Sigismiind  kindly  and  joyfully  received 
them  to  mercy  ;  and  thus,  for  the  third  time,  rendered 
Arthur  an  important  service,  in  return  |br  the  kindness  he 
had  expressed  towards  him. 

<'  I  will  take  you  to  my  lather,"  said  Sigismund>  ^*  who 
will  be  right  glad  to  see  vou  ;  only  that  be  is  ill  at  ease 
just  now*  for  the  death  ot  brother  Rudiger,  who  fell  witi| 
the  banner  in  his  hand,  by  the  only  cannon  th^t  was 
iired  this  morning ;  the  rest  could  not  bark ;  Caippo? 
basso  had  muz^ed  Colvin's  mastlS,  or  we  should  many 
more  of  us  have  been  served  Jil^e  poor  Rudig^rt  But 
Colvin  bioiself  is  killed." 

'<  Campo-bas9Q  then  was  in  yoyr  cpnaespondenee  ?" 
said  Arthur. 

''  Not  in  oursr-r-we  sporn  such  ppmpanions — \mt  some 
dealing  there  was  between  the  Italian  und  puke  Fer. 
rand  ;  and  haying  disabled  the  cannon,  fnd  filled  the 
German  gunners  soundly  drunk,  hp  came  off  to  our 
camp  with  fifteen  hundrfd  hoir9ff|  find  Qff'^^  1^  ^ot  witd 
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OS.  *  But  no,  no  !'  said  my  &ther, — *  traitors  come  riot 
into  our  Swiss  host  ;*  and  so,  though  we  walked  in  at 
the  door  which  he  left  open,  we  would  not  have  Iiis 
company.  So  he  marched  with  Duke  Ferrand  to  attack 
the  other  extremity  of  the  camp,  where  he  found  them 
entrance  by  announcing,  them  as  the  return  of  a  recon- 
noitering  party.** 

"  Nay,  then,"  said  Arthur,  "  a  more  accomplished 
traitor  never  drew  breath,  nor  one  who  drew  his  net  with 
»uch  success." 

"  You  say  well,"  answered  the  young  Swiss.  "  The 
Duke  will  never,  they  say,  be  able  to  collect  another 
anny  ?" 

"  Never,  young  man,"  said  the  Earl  of  Oxford,  "  for 
he  lies  dead  before  you."*' 

Sigismund  started ;  for  he  had  an  inherent  respect, 
and  somewhat  of  fear,  for  the  lofty  name  of  Charles  the 
Bold,  and  could  hardly  believe  that  the  mangled  corpse, 
which  now  lay  before  him,  was  once  the  personage  he 
had  been  taught  to  dread.  But  his  surprise  was  mingled 
with  sorrow,  when  he  saw  the  body  of  bis  uncle,  Count 
Albert  of  Geierstein. 

"  Oh,  my  uncle  !"  he  said — "  my  dear  uncle  Albert! 
has  all  your  greatness  and  your  wisdom  brought  you  to  a 
death,  at  the  side  of  a  ditch, like  any  crazed  beggar? — 
Come,  this  sad  news  must  be  presently  told  to  my  fether, 
who  will  be  concerned  to  hear  of  his  brother's  death, 
which  will  add  gall  to  bitterness,  coming  on  the  back  of 
poor  Rudiger's.  It  is  some  comfort,  however,  that  father 
and  uncle  never  could  abide  each  other." 

With  some  difficulty  they  once  more  assisted  the  Eari 
of  Oxford  to  horseback,  and  were  proceeding  to  set  for- 
ward, when  the  English  lord  said, — "  You  will  place  a 
guard  here,  to  save  these  bodies  from  farther  dishonour, 
that  they  may  be  interred  with  due  solemnity." 
.  '<  By  our  Lady  of  Einsiedlen !  I  thank  you  for  the 
hint,"  said  Sigismund.  "Yes,  we  should  do  all  that  the 
church  can  for  uncle  Albert.  It  is  to  be  hoped  he  has 
not   gambled   away  his  soul  beforehand,   playing  with 
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Satan  at  odds  and  evens.  I  would  we  bad  a  priest  to  stay 
by  his  poor  body ;  but  it  matters  not,  since  no  one  evei 
heard  of  a  demon  appearing  just  before  breakfast." 

They  proceeded  to  the  Landamman's  quarters,  through 
sights  and  scenes  which  Arthur,  and  even  his  father,  so 
well  accustomed  to  war  in  ail  its  shapes,  could  not  look 
upon  without  shuddering.  But  the  simple  Sigismund, 
as  he  walked  by  Arthur's  side,  contrived  to  hit  upon  a 
theme  so  interesting  as  to  divert  his  sense  of  the  horroi-s 
around  them.  "  Have  you  farther  business  in  Burgun- 
dy, now  this  Di^e  of  yours  is  at  an  end  ?" 

'^  My  father  knows  best,"  said  Arthur ;  '^  but  I  appre- 
hend we  have  none.  The  Duchess  of  Burgundy,  who 
must  now  succeed  to  some  sort  of  authority  in  her  late 
husband's  dominion,  is  sister  to  this  Edward  of  York, 
and  a  mortal  enemy  to  the  House  of  Lancaster,  and  to 
those  who  have  stood  by  it  faithfully.  It  were  neither 
prudent  nor  safe  to  tarry  where  she  has  influence." 

<'  In  that  case,"  said  Sigismund,  <<  my  plan  will  fadge 
bravely.  You  shall  go  back  to  Geierstein,  and  take  up 
your  dwelling  with  us.  Your  father  will  be  a  brother  to 
mine,  and  a  better  one  than  uncle  Albert,  whom  he  sel- 
dom saw  or  spoke  with  ;  while  with  your  father  he  will 
converse  from  morning  till  night,  and  leave  us  all  the 
work  of  the  farm.  And  you,  Arthur,  you  shall  go  with  us, 
and  be  a  brother  to  us  all,  in  place  of  poor  Rudiger, 
who  was,  to  be  sure,  my  real  brother,  which  you  cannot 
be  :  nevertheless,  I  did  not  like  him  so  well,  in  respect 
he  was  not  so  good-natured.  And  then  Anne— cousin 
Anne — is  left  all  to  ray  father's  charge,  and  is  now  at 
Geierstein — and  you  know,  Kng  Arthur,  we  used  to  call 
her  Queen  Guenover." 

"  You  spoke  great  folly  then,"  said  Arthur. 

"  But  it  is  great  truth— For,  look  you,  I  loved  to  tell 
Anne  tales  of  our  hunting,  and  so  forth,  but  she  would 
not  listen  a  word  till  I  threw  in  something  of  King  Arthur, 
and  then  I  warrant  she  would  sit  still  as  a  heath-heo 
when  the  hawk  is  in  the  heavens.     And  now  Donnerhn- 
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gel  is  shiiii  yoti  know  ffw  may  mtirjr  017  eousb  wben 
700  and  she  wiU|  for  nobody  batb  latf  noit  to  prevent  it.** 

Arthur  bludbed  vitfa  pif^MOfO  uodor  hk  helmet,  end 
alinoet  forgave  that  oew'^year'a  flMMmkig  all  kaeomplicated 
distresses* 

**  You  feigety''  be  r^ied  to  Sa^ansond,  wiUi  as  much 
indifferenee  as  be  could  assume,  •*  tbat  I  may  be  viewed 
in  your  country  with  prejuiffice  o&  aeoouet  of  Rudolph's 
death." 

**  Not  a  wbity  not  a  whit ;  we  bear  no  maliee  ftr  what 
18  done  in  fair  fight  under  shield.  It  is  ao  awre  than  if 
you  had  beat  him  in  wrestling  or  at  ^lohs-p-HiDly  it  is  a 
game  cannot  be  played  oyer  a|^." 

They  now  entered  the  town  ef  Naaey  $  the  triodows 
were  Imng  with  tapestry,  and  the  stieels  eeowded  with 
tumukuous  and  rejoioittg  oaultitudes;  whom  iIni  seoBeas 
of  the  battle  bad  relieved  trom  great  alann  ibr  ihe  6mi- 
dable  vengeance  of  Charles  of  Bw^guedy, 

The  prisoners  w^re  reeeived  widi  the  titmeat  kindness 
by  the  Landammao,  who  as#ufied  ihea^  of  bis  pnrteelieii 
and  friendship.  He  appeared  to  support  the  death  of  Ms 
acm  Rudiger  with  stern  resignatieQ^ 

''  He  bad  rather/^  be  satij^''  his  aon  Ml  in  ba«le,  tb^ 
that  he  should  live  to  despise  the  oid  9imfflicily  ef  his 
eoMOtry,  and  tlnnk  the  object  c^  combat  mwM  the  g^Mag 
of.  spoil.  The  gold  of  the  dead  Burgundy/'  be  added, 
^*  would  injure  the  morals  of  SwitsBerla^d  more  inMriev»- 
Uy  than  ever  his  sword  did  their  bodies/' 

He  beard  of  his  brother's  death  without  surprise,  hA 
jspparently  wkh  emotion. 

**  It  was  the  ccmdusioo/*  he  siUd,  ^^  of  a  loi^  tissue  of 
ambitious  enterprises,  which  often  ofiered  ftir  piospeets, 
but  uniformly  eioded  in  dJ0app<Mntment." 

The  Landameoan  fiirlher  intimated,  that  his  brother  had 
Apprised  him  that  he  was  engi^ed  ips  an  i^Ur  of  so 
muob  dangir,  that  he  vim  almost  oeitein  to  peiiiA  m  it, 
end  bad  bequeathed  bis  danghier  to  hmt  uncie'e  cans 
with  inatrectiotts  ie^>eciiaf  her* 
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•  Here  they  parted  for  the  present,  but  shortly  after,  die 
Landanunan  enquired  earnestly  of  the  Earl  of  Oxfonl, 
what  bis  motions  were  like  to  be,  and  whether  he  could 
assist  them. 

"  I  think  of  choosing  Bretagne  for  my  place  of  ref 
uge,"  answered  the  Earl,  "  where  my  wife  has  dwelt 
since  the  battle  of  Tewkesbury  expelled  us  from  Eng<- 
land." 

"  Do  not  so,"  said  the  kind  Landamman,  "  but  come 
to  Geierstein  with  the  Countess,  where,  if  she  can,  like 
you,  endure  our  mountain  manners  and  mountain  fare, 
you  are  welcome  as  to  the  house  of  a  brother,  to  a  soil 
where  neither  conspiracy  nor  treason  ever  flourished. 
Bethink  you,  the  Duke  of  Bretagne  is  a  weak  prince, 
entirely  governed  by  a  wicked  favourite,  Peter  Landais. 
He  is  as  capable — I  mean  the  minister — of  selling  brave 
men's  blood,  as  a  butcher  of  selling  bullock's  flesh  ;  and 
you  know,  there  are  those,  both  in  France  and  Burgundy, 
that  thirst  after  yours." 

The  Earl  of  Oxford  expressed  his  thanks  for  the  pro- 
posal, and  his  determination  to  profit  by  it,  if  appraved 
of  by  Henry  of  Lancaster,  Earl  of  Richmond,  whom  lie 
now  regarded  as  his  sovereign. 

To  close  the  tale,  about  three  months  after  the  battle 
of  Nancy,  the  banished  Earl  of  Oxford  resumed  his 
name  of  Philipson,  bringing  with  his  lady  some  remnants 
of  their  former  wealth,  which  enabled  them  to  procure  a 
commodious  residence  near  to  Geierstein  ;  and  the  Lan- 
damman's  interest  in  the  state  procured  for  them  the  right 
of  denizenship.  The  high  blood,  and  the  moderate 
fortunes,  of  Anne  of  Geierstein  and  Arthur  de  Vere, 
joined  to  their  mutual  inclination,  made  their  marriage  in 
every  respect  rational ;  and  Annette  with  her  bachelor 
took  up  their  residence  with  the  young  people,  not  as 
servants^  but  mechanical  aids  in  the  duties  of  the  farm  ; 
for  Arthur  continued  to  prefer  the  chase  to  the  labours  ot 
of  husbandry,  which  was  of  little  cons^uence,  as  his 
separate  income  amounted,  in  that  poor  country,  to  opu- 
lence.    Time  glided  on,  till  't  amounted  to  five  years 
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flhice  Am  «xiled  kmSiy  hmi  beeo  bbahilMifs  «f  S»il9er« 
bnd.  In  the  year  1488,  ibe  Leadannnan  ]QKe4efQMll 
imd  the  deatb  of  the  rii;hteous^  lamented  tiiiiveifHJly,  a* 
a  model  of  the  true  and  valiant,  simple-minded  ^lad  a^ga^ 
cncMJS  chie&»  who  ruled  the  aocaeBl  Switaera  ii|  peac^,  and 
headed  them  in  battle*  lo  the  same  jreai^  Uie  Earl  of 
Oxford  lost  his  noble  Counteaa* 

But  the  star  of  Lancaster,  at  that  period,  began  again 
to  culminate,  and  called  the  banished  IqM  and  bis  son 
from  their  retirement,  to  mix  once  »ore  in  p^i^*  The 
treasured  necklace  of  Margaret  was  then  put  |q  ifs  desr 
tined  use,  and  the  produce  applied  to  kvy  those  bands 
which  shortly  after  fought  the  eelebnied  batde  of  Bos? 
worth,  in  which  the  arms  of  Oxford  and  hi^  pon  fontrib«- 
med  so  inuch  to  the  suocesa  oif  Henry  VII.  This 
changed  the  destinies  of  De  Vere  antd  his  lady-  Their 
Swiss  farm  was  conferred  on  Annette  ai)d  bar  bMsband ; 
and  tlie  manners  and  beauty  of  Aab^  pf  G^.i^xs^eio 
attracted  as  much  admiration  at  the  Engliib  CkHurt  aa 
foru)erly  in  tlte  Swiss  Chalet. 
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i.  PiLge  ti,  ^^  Word  Wiehikie^  pronouacecl  Vehme,  is  of  anoertain  de* 
rivation,  out  was  always  uft^  lo  intimate  this  inquisitorial  aud  secret  Court 
The  members  w^re  termed  Wissenden,  or  Initiated,  answerinf  to  the  mo^Jen 

ghrase  of  tlluminaii.    Mr.  Pal^irave  seems  inclined  to  derive  toe  word  Veiam 
om  Ehme.  i.  e.  X^to,  takd  be  is  probably  right. 

S.  I^age  SO.  Thi6  term  Strick-Jtind,  or  child  of  the  cord^  was  Applied  in 
the  person  accmed  beifbre  these  awful  assemblies. 

5.  Pase  97.  The  pftrts  of  Germany  subjected  to  the  opelttti<Mi  of  the 
Secret  'iTiboRsH,  were  called,  from  the  blood  which  it  spilt,  oh  IhAn  soiitt 
other  reas^tt^,  {Mr.  Pallfrrftve  susgests  the  ground  tincture  of  thie  ancient  ban- 
aet  of  the  disHrict)  tiM  Keid  9o!l.  Westphalia,  as  the  limits  of  that  country 
were  midei'stood  in  th^  micMfe  ages,  which  are  considerably  dtflerenl  from 
tfie  praseM  boubdartoe,  wti»  the  priactpat  theatre  of  the  Vehme. 

4.  Page  77.  BiMreiih$umtei^,-^^he  of  the  Beer^  hide,— a  mckname  Ibr  a 
Qermitn  private  sotdier. 

6.  f^ig^  iW.  Thtt  Lancastrian  party  torew  the  imputiatioii  of  bastardy 
(which  was  totally  tmfomidM)  upon  Edward  IV. 

6.  Page  132.    The  chief  order  of  knighthood  in  the  state  of  Biirguady. 

7.  Page  M8.  Phb  Trovbadovri.— The  sliioolhiiete  of  the  Ph>ven9al 
dialect,  partakinfg  strongly  of  the  Latin,  which  had  beeii  spoken  fbf  so  many 
age^  in  what  was  called  for  distmction's  sake  the  Rionreto  Province  of  Geul, 
aid  the  richness  and  fertility  of  a  country  abooarifug  ia  all  that  could  delight 
the  senses  and  soothe  the  imagination,  naturally  disposed  the  inhabitants  to 
ealliva«e  the  art  of  poetry,  and  to  value  and  filter  tne  j^nitis  of  tiTOse  who 
diMinguished  themselves  by  attaining  excellence  in  it.  TrotihadoCirs,  that  is, 
fhitUnot  inbetUnrt,  equivalent  to  the  northern  term  f>f  makers,  tm^m  every 
ekss,  frem  the  lowest  to  the  highest,  and  success  in  their  art  divided  mett 
•f  five  meanest  rank .  aad  added  fresh  honours  to  thotfe  who  were  born  in  the 
PMrtctan  Me  of  edcfety .  Wair  and  love,  more  6speciall)r  the  latter,  were  die* 
laled  to  them  by  the  ehlvah^  of  the  times  as  the  especial  eubjects  of  tbeit 
verve.  Hach.  too,  wef«  the  themes  of  our  northern  minstrels.  But  whiTst  the 
hMMr  conAnM  themselves  in  general  to  those  well-known  metrical  histoHeslh 
whieh  wellies  of  sirMb  and  combat  Mingled  with  adventures  of  enchantment, 
■id  IbMes  of  giMiU  and  monsters  subdued  by  valiant  chafnpions,  such  as  best 
cttracfed  tb*  eals  6f  the  somewhat  duller  and  more  barbarous  warriors  of 

*  northern  France,  of  Britain,  and  of  Germany—- the  ftiore  lively  Troubadours 
produced  poems  which  turned  on  human  passion,  and  .on  love,  affection,  and 
dutiful  obsO'vWn^e,  With  which  the  ftrthihl  knight  was  bound  to  regard  the 
object  of  bis  choice,  and  the  honour  and  respect  with  which  she  waa  bouod 
td  recompense  his  falthfol  services. 

Tbns  far  (t  c»a«not  be  disputed,  that  ihb  themas  seleeted  hf  IheThMibadoaa 
]r*re  those  on  Which  pbetiry  is  most  naturally  exerted,  and  with  the  b4tA  cbaftci 
*f  fiamg  to  ittMlfence.    But  h  usually  happens,  that  whan  ftay  ote  of  Ihi 
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fioe  nrlt  is  coltivated  exclaiively,  the  tatte  of  thoM  who  practife  umI  admin 
ht  productions  loses  sight  of  nature,  simplicity,  and  true  taste,  and  the  artisi 
eBdeavour*  to  discover,  while  the  public  learo  to  adnsire,  some  more  compfi 
cated  system,  in  which  pedantry  supersedes  the  dictates  of  natural  feeling, 
and  BMUipliyaical  Ingeautiy  is  used  mstead  of  the  more  o^io«s  qoalifteiftions 
of  simplicity  and  rood  sense.  Thus,  with  the  unanimous  approbation  of  their 
hearers,  the  Troubadours  framed  for  themselves  a  species  of  poetry  describ- 
ing and  inculcating  a  system  of  metaphysical  affection,  as  inconsistent  with 
nature  as  the  minstrel's  tales  of  magiciaBS  and  monsters ;  with  this  evil  to 
society,  that  it  was  calculated  deeply  to  injure  its  manners  and  its  morals. 
Every  Troubadour,  or  ^ood  Knight,  who  took  the  maxims  of  their  poetical 
sfhool  for  hi«  rule,  was  bound  to  choose  a  lady  love,  the  iairesi  and  noblest  to 
VI  horn  he  had  access,  to  whom  he  dedicated  at  once  his  lyre  and  his  sword, 
and  who,  married  or  single,  was  to  be  the  object  to  whom  his  life,  words,  and 
actions,  were  to  he  devoted.  On  the  other  nand,  a  lady  thus  honoured  and 
distinguished,  was  bound,  by  accepting  the  services  of  such  a  gallant,  to  con- 
sider him  as  her  lover,  and  on  all  due  occasions  to  grace  him  as  such  with  distiii- 
guisUed  marks  of  personal  favour.  It  b  true,  that  according  to  the  best 
authorities,  the  intercourse  betwixt  her  lover  and  herself  was  to  oe  entirely  of 
a  Platonic  character,  and  the  loyal  swain  was  not  to  require,  or  the  chosen 
My  to  crant,  any  thing  beyond  the  favour  she  mieht  in  strict  modesty  be- 
stow. JSven  under  this  restriction,  the  system  was  like  to  make  wild  work 
with  the  domestic  peace  of  families,  since  it  permitted,  or  rather  enjoined, 
such  iamiliarity  betwixt  the  fktr  dame  and  her  poetical  admirer ;  and  very 
frequently  human  passions,  placed  in  such  a  dangerous  situation,  proved  too 
strong  to  be  confined  within  the  metaphysical  bounds  prescribed  to  them  by 
so  fantastic  and  perilous  a  system.  The  injured  husbands  on  many  occasions 
aveajrad  themselves  with  severity,  and  even  with  dreadful  cruejty,  on  the  an- 
faithful  ladies,  and  the  musical  skill  and  chivalrous  character  of  the  lover 
proved  no  protection  to  his  person.  But  the  real  spirit  of  the  system  was 
seen  in  this,  that  in  the  poems  of  the  other  Troubadours,  by  whom  such  events 
arc  recorded,  their  pity  is  all  bestowed  on  the  hapless  lovers,  while,  without 
the  least  aJowanee  for  just  provocation,  the  injured  husband  is  held  up  to 
execration 

8.  Page  159.  Hmh  ahd  Noblb  Parliamsft  op  Lots.— -In  Pro- 
\euce,  during  the  flourishmg  time  of  the  Troubadours,  Love  was  esteemed 
so  grave  and  Ibraial  a  part  of  the  business  of  life,  that  a  Pariiament  or  High 
Court  of  Love  was  appointed  for  deciding  such  questions.  This  singobr 
tribunal  was,  it  may  fa«  supfwsed,  conversant  with  more  of  imaginary  than  of 
real  suits  $  hut  it  is  astonishing  with  what  cold  and  pedantic  ingenuity  the 
Troubadours  of  whom  it  consisted  set  themselves  to  plead  and  to  decide, 
upon  reasoning  which  was  not  less  singular  and  able  than  out  of  place,  the 
absurd  Questions  which  their  own  fantastic  imaginations  had  prevKNisIy  da- 
vised.  There,  for  exam|>le,  is  a  reported  case  of  nnuch  celebrity,  whiere  ft 
lady  sitting  in  company  with  three  persons,  who  were  her  admirers,  listened 
lo  one  with  the  most  favourable  smiles,  while  she  pressed  the  hand  of  the 
second,  and  touched  with  her  ow«  the  foot  of  the  third.  It  was  a  case  much 
Mitated  and  keenly  contested  in  the  Parliament  of  Love,  which  of  tbeaa 
nvals  had  received  the  distinguishing  mark  of  the  lady's  fiivoor.  Much  inge* 
auiiy  was  wasted  on  this  aud  similar  cases,  of  which  there  is  a  collection,  is 

all  ludicial  form  of  legal  proceedings,  under  the  title  of  ArrtU  (^  * 

(Adjudged  cases  of  the  Court  of  i«ove.) 


9.  Page  199.    Bransle,  in  English,  brawl^— a  species  of  danee. 

10.  Pftge  219.    The  Archbishop  of  Cologne  was  recognised  as  bea 

all  the  Free  Tribunals  (t.  c.  the  Vebmique  benches)  in  Westphalia,  by  e 

of  privilege  granted  in  1SS5,  by  the  Emperor  Charles  IV.    Winceslaiis  con- 
fanned  this  act  by  a  privilege  dated  1381^  in  which  the  ArcUnshop  is  termctd 
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frrond^  Waster  of  the  Vehme,  or  Grand  Tnqnisitnr.  And  tWs  prelate  and  otnei 
priests  were  encouraged  to  exercise  such  office,  by  Pope  Boniface  III.,  wnose 
tccleslastical  discipiine  penniited  them  in  sucti  cases  to  assame  the  rigni  of 
judf^ing  in  matters  of  lire  and  death. 

11.  Page  330.    Cupidas  novarum  rtsrnai^ 

12.  Fage  246.  **^  Guantea,  used  by  the  Spanish  as  the  French  sa^y  etrennea, 
or  the  English  handsell  or  luckpeimy — phrases  used  by  inferiors  to  tbeit 
patrons  as  the  bring>er8  of  good  news. 

13.  Page  270.  The  followtRg  very  striking  passace  is  that  in  which  Philip 
de  Commines  sama  up  the  last  seene  of  Charles  the  Bold,  whose  various  for- 
tunes he  had  long  watched  with  a  dark  anticipation  that  a  character  so  reck- 
ess,  and  capable  of  such  excess,  must  sooner  or  later  lead  to  a  tragical  result : 

**  As  s«KMi  as  the  Count  de  Campo4>asso  arrived  in  the  Duke  of  Lorrain's 
army,  word  was  sent  him  to  leave  the  cam(>  immediately,  for  thev  would  nol 
entertain,  nor  have  any  communication  with.,  such  traylors.  Upon  which 
message  ho  retired  with  bis  party  to  a  Cartle  and  Pass  not  far  ofi,  where  he 
fortified  himself  with  carts  and  other  things  as  well  as  he  could,  in  hopes,  that 
if  the  Duke  of  Bamody  wasrouted^  be  miglit  have  an  opportunity  of  com* 
ing  in  for  a  share  off  the-  ploarior^  as!  fatt  did  aitlerwardft.  Nor  was  this  practice 
with  the  Duke  of  Lorraiik  the  most  execrable  action  that  Campo-basso  was 
guilty  of;  but  before  he  left  the  amy  be  conspired  with  several  other  officers 
(fiadinff  it  wan  impraoticoUe  to  attempt  any  tbiog  against  the  Duke  of  Bur* 
gundy's  fwrwMi)  to  leave  him  just  as  they  came  to  charge,  for  at  that  time  he 
sappos'd  it  would  put  the  Duke  into  the  greatest  terror  and  coossernation, 
and  if  he  fled,  ha  was  sure  he.  eould  not  escape  alive,  for  he  had  ordered  thir- 
teen or  foorteen  sura  arao^  some  to  run  as  soon  as  the  Germans  came  op  to 
charge  'em,  and  others  to  watch  the  Duke  of  Burgundy,  and  kill  him  in  the 
rout,  which  wat  well  enough  contrived ;  I  myself  have  seen  two  or  three  of 
those  who  were  employed  to  kill  the  Duke.  Having  thus  settled  his  conspi- 
racy at  bome^  he  went  over  to  the  Duke  of  Lonrain  upon  the  approach  of  tne 
German  army ;  bot  finding  they  would  not  entehain  him,  he  retired  to  Conde. 

**  The  GeraMtn  army  march'd  fbnnrard,  and  with  'em  r  cohsideraUe  body 
of  Fffench  horse,  whom  the  King  had  given  leave  to  be  present  at  that  action. 
Several  parties  lay  in  ambush  not  far  olT,  that  if  the  Duke  of  Burgundy  was 
routed,  they  might  surprise  some  person  of  quality^or  take  some  considerable 
boc»ty.  By  this  every  one  may  sec  into  wrfiat «  deplorable  condition  this  poor 
Duke  bad  Drought  himself,  by  his  contempt  of  good  counsel.  Both  armies 
being  joyn^d,  tte  Duke  of  Burgundy's  forces  haviiw  been  twice  beaten  be« 
fore,  and  by  consequence  weaJc  end  dispirited^  and  iil  provided  besides,  were 
aoickly  broken  and  entirely  defeated :  Many  savM  themselves  and  got  off ; 
the  rest  were  either  taken  or  kiJI'd  j  and  amonc 'em  the  Duke  of  Burgundy 
himself  was  kill'd  on  the  spot.  One  Monsieur  Claude  of  Bausmont,  Captian 
of  the  Castle  of  Dier  in  Lorrein,  kill'd  the  Duke  of  Burgundy.  Findinc:  his 
army  routed,  be  mounted  a  swift  iiorae»  and  endeavoaiing  to  swim  a  Tittle 
river  ia  order  iomake  bis eaeape,  bis  horse  fell  with  bin,  and  ovecset  him : 
The  Duke  crv^d  out  for  quarter  to  this  gentleman,  who  was  nursttiar  bim,  but 
W  being  dear,  and  not  heuimg  bim^  immediately  fcJU'd  and  strifip'd  him,  nol 
kflowiag  who  he  was,  and  left  him  naked  in  the  ditch,  where  bts  body  wa: 
found  the  next  day  after  the  battie ;  which  the  Duke  of  Lorrain  (to  hit  eiernii 
honour)  buried  wrth  great  pomp  and  nMcnificeuoe  in  St.  George's  Church 
'itt  the  old  lowtt  of  Nancy,  himself  and  all  nis  nobility,  in  deep  moi 
tUBciinr  the  corpse  to  the  grave.  Tbe'feUowtng  epitstpb  Was  mm%  i 
iruffde  uigrmr'd  on  fa»  lonb  >- 

'  CaroluM  hoe  huto  Bwewim  igjUni^k  ren^it 
Ci^i<»0  JE?tu*^!P<a  ^*  ylcft  4M<(  ^jmrr/ 
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I  taw  «  Mai  ring*  of  bis,  since  his  death,  al  Milan,  with  bis  arms  cut  carioosiy 
spoil  a  sardoiiix  tliai  I  have  seen  him  often  wear  in  a  ribbon  at  his  breast, 
which  was  sold  at  Milan  for  two  ducats,  and  bad  been  stolen  from  him  bjr  a 
raKcal  that  waited  on  him  in  his  chamber.  I  ba%'e  often  seen  the  Oiike  dress'd 
Jind  undress*d  in  unreal  state  and  formality,  and  attended  by  very  frreat  per 
lons)  but  al  his  death  all  this  pomp  and  magnificence  ceas  d,  and  his  family 
«iras  mvolv'd  in  the  same  ruin  with  himself,  and  very  likely  as  a  punishment 
for  his  having  delivered  up  the  Constable  not  long  Mfore,  out  of  a  base  and 
avaricious  principle  ;  but  God  forgive  him.  I  have  known  him  a  powerfnl 
and  honourable  Prince,  in  as  great  esteem,  and  as  much  courted  by  his  aeigh* 
hours,  (when  his  affairs  were  in  a  prosperous  condition,)  as  any  Prince  in 
Europe,  and  perhaps  more ;  and  I  cannot  conceive  what  should  provoke  God 
Almighty's  displeasure  so  highly  against  him,  unless  it  was  bis  self-love  and 
.^rritgaiice,  in  appropriating  all  the  success  of  his  enterprises,  and  all  the  re- 
nown he  ever  acquired,  to  his  own  wisdom  and  conduct,  without  attribotins 
any  ihing  to  God.  Yet  to  speak  truth,  he  wias  master  of  several  good  quaf« 
itivs :  No  Prince  ever  had  a  rreater  ambition  to  entertain  young  noblemen 
(hail  he,  nor  was  more  careful  of  their  education :  His  presents  and  bounty 
were  never  profuse  and  extravagant,  because  be  gave  to  many,  and  had  a 
mind  every  body  should  taste  of  it.  No  Prince  wasever  more  easie  of  access 
(o  his  servants  and  subjects.  Whilst  I  was  in  his  service  he  was  never  cruel, 
but  a  little  before  his  death  he  took  up  that  humour,  which  was  an  infellible 
sign  of  the  shortness  of  his  life.  He  was  very  splendid  and  curious  in  his 
dress,  and  in  every  thing  else,  and  indeed  a  little  tim  much.  He  paid  great 
honours  to  all  ambassaoors  and  foreigners,  and  entertain'd  them  nobly :  His 
ambitious  desire  of  fame  was  insatiable,  and  it  was  that  which  biduced  him  tc 
be  eternally  in  wars,  mere  than  any  other  motive.  He  a*n)  itiousl^  desir'd  to 
imitate  the  old  Kings  and  Heroes  of  antiquity,  whose  actions  still  shine  in 
History,  and  are  so  much  talked  of  in  the  worid,  and  his  courage  was  equal 
to  any  Prince's  of  his  time. 

"  Aut  all  his  designs  and  iniaginations  were  vain  and  extravagant,  and 
lum'd  afterwards  to  his  own  dishonour  and  confiision,  for  'tis  the  conquerors 
and  not  the  conquered  that  purchase  to  themselves  renown.  I  cannot  easily 
determine  towards  whoin  Uod  Alm^ty  shew'd  his  anger  most,  whether  to- 
wards him  who  died  suddenly  without  pain  or  sickness  in  the  field  of  battle, 
or  towards  his  subieets  who  never  eajoy^  pemc€  after  his  death,  but  were 
continually  involv'd  in  wars,  against  which  they  were  not  able  to  maintain 
themselves,  upon  account  of  Ihe  civil  dissentions  and  cruel  animosities  that 
arose  among  'em ;  and  that  which  was  the  most  insupportable,  was,  that  the 
very  people,  to  whom  they  were  now  obliged  for  their  defence  and  preserva- 
tion, were  the  Germans,  who  were  strangers,  and  not  long  since  their  profess'd 
enemies.  In  short,  after  the  Duke's  death,  there  was  not  a  neislMiuring  state 
that  wished  them  to  prosper,  nor  even  Germany  that  defended  'em.  And  by 
the  management  of  their  affairs,  their  understanding  seem'd  to  be  as  much 
infatuated  as  their  master's,  for  they  rejected  all  gM>d  counsel,  and  pursued 
such  methods  as  directly  tended  to  tlieir  destruction ;  and  they  are  still  in 
such  a  condition,  that  though  the^  have  at  present  some  little  ease  and  relax- 
ation from  their  sorrows,  yet  'tis  with  great  danger  of  a  relapse,  and  'tis 
well  if  it  turns  not  in  the  end  to  their  utter  ruin. 

''I  ain  partly  of  their  opinion  who  maintain,  that  God  gives  Princes,  aa  be 
in  his  wisoom  thinks  fit,  to  punish  or  chastise  tlie  subjects }  and  he  disposes 
the  aflection  of  subjects  to  their  Princes,  as  he  has  determin'd  to  raise  or  de- 
press 'em.  Just  so  it  has  pleas'd  him  to  deal  with  the  House  of  Burgundy  s 
W,  after  a  long  series  of  richer  and  prosperity,  and  six-and-tweaty  years' 
peace  under  three  Illustrious  Princes,  predecessors  to  this  Charles,  <all  of 'ena 
excellent  persons,  and  of  rreat  prudence  and  discreticm,)  it  pleaa'd  G«>d  to 
lend  this  Duke  Charles,  who  involv'd  them  in  blood;^  wars,  as  well  winter  aa 
■ummer,  to  their  great  aflHiction  and  expense,  in  which  most  of  their  richuit 
and  stoutest  men  were  either  kill'd  or  utterly  uadoiie.    Their  misfortuMS 
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tontinu'd  saceefsivelv  to  (be  very  hoar  of  his  death ;  and  after  such  a  man- 
per,  that  at  the  last,  the  whole  strength  of  their  country  was  destroyed,  and  all 
tfilPd  or  taken  prisoners  who  had  any  zeal  or  affection  for  the  House  of  Hur> 
|;undy.  and  had  power  to  defend  the  slate  and  dignity  of  that  family  -,  so  that 
in  a  manner  their  losses  were  equal  ta,  if  not  overbalanced  their  former  pros- 
perity ;  for  as  I  have  seen  those  Princes  heretofore  puissant,  rich,  and  hon- 
ourable, so  it  fared  the  same  with  their  subjects ;  for  I  think,  I  have  seen  and 
known  the  greatest  part  of  Europe ;  yet  I  noi^er  knew  any  province,  or  coun- 
try, tho'  perhaps  of  a  larger  extent,  so  abounding  in  money,  so  extravagantly 
fine  in  furniture  for  their  horses,  so  sumptuous  in  their  buildings,  so  protuse  in 
their  expenses,  so  luxurious  in  their  feasts  and  entertainments,  and  so  pro<1igal 
in  all  respects,  as  the  subjects  of  these  Princes,  in  my  time  :  but  it  has  pleas- 
ed God  at  one  blow  to  subvert  and  ruin  this  illustrious  family  Such  changes 
and  revolutions  in  states  and  kingdoms  God  in  his  proviclence  has  wroufibt 
before  we  were  born,  and  will  do  again  when  we  are  in  our  graves ;  for  tbui 
IS  a  certain  maxim,  that  the  prospenty  or  adversity  of  Princes  are  wholly  al 
hit  disposal.'' 

CoMMiKES,  Book  V.  Chap.  9. 
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